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ABSTRACT

'This adtivity.is one of -a series of'17 .

teacher-developed instructional activities for geography at the
secondary-grade level described in SO 009 140. The activity
ini?estigates economic change in.a developing region'in the United
States. "Rinnsal" is a gewraphical simulation game lasting three
weeks'elat involves location analysis concepts. Specifically,
students are involved 4n the process of deciding qn plant'location
for industrial development. A steel company has decided to build a
dew integrated steel mill at one of five port cities on the Arkansas

. River. It contacts five.industrial location-analyst companies. -Each
industrial location analyst preparesa written and oral report
containing a discussion of reasons for locating the new steel plant
in each of the five port cities. Additionally, the report specifies
One of these cit_iesaas its locational choice and gives reasons for,
choosing the particular city. The report rim` submitted to the
exeoutive.board,of the steel company wtich studies_the repoit and
awards a contract to oneof the five industrial locatiOn companies.
Glme roles consist of the executive. board of the steel company,
industrial location-analyst company, and planners. Students organize
groups, do research,,-prepare and deliver reports, role-play awarding
contracts, and discuss their.decisions. A nap of the.Arkansas,River
Basin Project is provided. (DB)
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RIICSAL: ECERCISES 113CATAIR aNapISIS

,*by

Jerry Crofy
Oklahoma State._ 20raity

Stillwa

This instructional activity 111' aces how a locational analysis

topic can be developed into: 4iographical simulatibn game. The

setting the ArkanssaAtOrrat Tulsa-Catoosa, Muskogee, Fdrt Smith,

Little Rock, and Pintialiatf.

I-

r

The Application of Rinnsal to Edudation

-,:/4Orproblem of econom ic "development its a'persiitent problem.

...NO.:y(1y when students think about economic development they think about

iqpCa, Latin America, and Asia. They seldom consider the aspect of

.-,/1-leormeid development of regions in the dited States.

3

' One region in the U.S.A. that is currently:experiencing economic

development is the Arkansas River basin. The Arkansas River Was re-

cently made navigable from a point near Tulsa to the Arkansas-

`Mississippi river confluence. Thii new navigation syStdm has already

begun to- attract mew industry to this somewhat economically under-

developed area.

What processes are involved in plant location? How can these be

learned in an interesting fashion? It was decided to approach this

latter question'via the simulation game approach.
/-

Rinnsal is a-geographical simulition game that involves location

analysis concepts. It is an attempt to teach industrial location fac-

tors via the,simulation game method.' This game would.be'particulariy

useful in an economic ox U.S. geography course. 'It might also be em-

ployed in a regional geography course as it dbes represent a region.

0 obviously. the game could be.modified in'imany ways to make it more valu-

aable feit a given teacher's school situation.

Initru ctions to Students.:
. r

vi Pcir the next three weeks you will beparticipating in a simulation

game. The name of,the game is RiAnsal- whiO is a Germanword meaning
Small waterway. 'Airmail involves the-Arkansas RiVer Project (Figure 1).
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National. Steel Coppany, Idc., has decided to build a new inte-

grated steel mill at one of the following five port cities.on the

Arkansas River Project: Tulsa-Catoosa, Muskogee, A. Smith, Little Rock,

or Pine Bluff, It contacts some industrial location analysis companies,

and after some
preliminary-negottatibif, it is decided that each indus-

trial location analyst will prepare a preliminary, written and oral,

report. The written report should contain a brief discusiion of the

oral advantages and disadvantages for locating the new steel plant in

each of the five port cities. Additionally, it should specify one of

these-cities as itft loca±ionaI choice. The oral report of 10 minutes

should' concentrate on eXplaining why they Chose theIFFEY-they did. This

report. ill-then be submitted to.the executive board of National Steel.

Aifter'carefully studying all the preLipinary reports submitted by the

_industrial location analyst companies, the executive board of National.

Steel will'"award a contract" to one of the industrial location coepan-

ies for the purporf of doing i final report. However, when the contract

is awarded the game is over. .

-A 2

The industrial locatibn companies age competing with one another

to win the contract -that is being offered by National Steel Company.

There-will bethree'ib five participants in each industrial location

analyst company. -National Steel executive board will be epresented ,

by two - three. participants.

Game Roles

yot Executive Board of,Nationil Steel Company (Two to three partici-

pants)

Chairman of the Board Board Members

ilnddition to awarding the contract, this board is responsible for

directing the activites of the game. This includes mak4ng sows rules

and,interpreting rules.

Industrial Location Analyst Codpany (Three to five participants

per(company)

Chief Planner and Associate Planners
)

These companies prepare A-preliiiinfdy report for the purpose of

winning a contract offered by National Steel Company. As the chief,

planner is.ultidately-responsible for-the report,-he should-direct . ,

company.activities... If
pomeonerfaile-to sb6w upPfor meetings -or fails

:,'to complete assigned work, he chief planner say "fire" such a person.

Game Rules

The pgocedure of the gime can best illustrated by the following

outline.

Committeeorganization, Step #1 (two class periods). -There are two

class meetings forntroductorry and organizational purposes. Addit-

ional.outside clatis meetings are established as heeded-by the var-

ious groups. It-is important that the chief planner-writes down

a
t ,
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a

the names and phone nuMbers of each partiCipapt.

.'

. -%
Committee Research, Btei, #2 inife class periods). Research iS conducted.

. .

,-

Committee
_

Reports, -Step #3 ,Cione class period).. During. class the Chief

planner with the ai4_of.the planners preients his preliminaly re-

S
port Loral and written) to thW executive board for National Steel

-
7:: Company. : -

.

1

.
. .

.

Board Decision, Step #4 fonepAass period). During class the executive

li_.

board of National Steel, Inc. avirds the contract to one of the

. location' analyst cOcpanies- _A...Short .expilanation_Of Why they chose
4 "the.particular.locatiOn company that they did will be present. .

4

Post game discussion, Step #5 {two class periods). The et:5st game session

,analyzes the simuistIon decisions. There are two basic questions on

these decisions: why were they taken, and what were their effects?

;
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