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THE YOUNG, THE OLD AND THE MATURE

By
Selz C. Mayo and William B, Clifford N

INTRODUCTION

~

Sex and age determine to a great extent the functional roles that
persons play 1n our soclety. ' Distinctions on the basis of sex are made
very éarly in life. Duties, responsibilities, and privileges,are
a!locatea according to age. |

Each population differs from every other in the proportional size
of various _age and sex classes, giving rise to many social and econo;ic
as well as political problems. A knowledge of the differences makes .
possible thé hn;wering of a host of questions. But the proportion of

the pdpulation 1h a particular age class is not always the same and,

in fact, is constantly changing.

1

PURFPOSE

The purposes of this report are: (1) To show the ége and sex
composition of North Carolina'a rural populat;on; to answer thése )
questions: How does the rural population differ from the population
1n.town§xand qities of the State? How do;s the. population ‘of ﬁorth
Carolina compare with that of the Nation with.respect to age and sex?
(2) To point up the factors which affect the age and sex distribution
of the ‘population: Why does the rural population differ from the

\
population 1n ciﬁles and towns with respect to-age and sex? Why does

;Rntth Carolina s population composition differ from that of the Nation?

(3) To show how the compogition40f the pOpulacion influencea many patts
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J
of our everyday lives: What is the significance of the differences in
the composition of the populatidn? Why are these data of importance to

all people in North Carolina?

OUTLINE

The data that follow are arranged‘to co;respond to the three
purposes as stated above.
(1) The first section is a summary of the structure as
well as the changing aspects of the populaéion. This S
: * section is aésigned to angwer the questions raised in
the stateﬁent of the first purpose.
(2) ;&he second sectioﬂ’is an analysis of the factors
which affect the age and sex composition of the
populgtlSn. This‘giction is designed to ansver the

questions raised in the statement of the second

purpose.
i

' ~ (3) The third secti&n consists of a series of problems
which wer; gelected to indicate the significance of
the age and sex composition of the rural population.
This section is designed to answer the quéstions ralsed
in the statement of the tﬂird purpose.

/
Before' proceeding to the first section some additional comments
! a

~ S

are necessary. Unless otherwise specifiéd, the data for this analysis .
were taken from the regular Decennial Censuses of the United States.

.This'report is an upddte of an Agricultural Experiment Statiom Bulletin )

filrst rcleased in June, 1949.
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@ECTION I. POPULATION STRUCTURE AND CHANGE -

GRAPHIC SUMMARY

The focus of this sectfion 1s a graphic portrayal of people -- the
people of North Carolina. It is'a picture of structure, but the keynote

is change.

Age
75-Up

70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59
50-54
45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14
5-9
Under

It'1$ the story of the young, the old and the mature.
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Age and sex pyramid comparing North Carolina's population
with that of the United States in 1970.

Al

From the above graph one can see that the age distribution of North

Carolina's population nearly approximates the age structure for the

United States as a bhoie. At the base of the pyramid the bars are roughly

equal 1nd1cating gsimilar proportions of persons in the young age classes.

This situation was brought about by a decrease 1n fertility in North

Carolina to a level.comparable to that for the Unﬁted States. In fact,

as will be shown lator, the level of fertility is now lower in North
Carolina than in the United States. Looking at the apex of the pyramid

it becomes obvious that the United States has a slightly larger proportion

of its population in old age classes than does North Carolina. Also, the

proportion in the productive ages in 1970 was nearly the same.,

. . 6




Age and sex pyramid comparing urban and rural-farm population
- 1n North Carolina in 1970.

~

Age
75-Up
70-74
65-69
60-64

55-59 o I
A
-

—

. =

.

BB  RURAL-FARM

50~54
45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
25-29 T aEEEe—
20-24 = =
15-19
10-14
5-9
Under 5

6 5 4 3,‘2 101 23 656
PERCENT :
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Observe, fifst, that the bars for ;ﬁe farm population at the base of
the pyramid are shorter than those repregenting the urban. This is the
result of lower fe;tility and migration among rural-farm people. ‘

Notice, also, that the bars for the urban’population are’much longer
than those representing the farm in séveral groups twenty years of age
and above. The mogt important factor in this situation is migrafion.
Historically, rural people have produced the children and then these youths
were expo%ted to urban centers. - !

In the third place, the bars for females are longer than for males
1in age g?oupg abqve,thirty years in urban centers. Rural females, tradi-
tionally,'have_migratgd to cities and towns earlier and at a higher rate
than rural-males.‘ However, it appears that between the ages of 20 to
30, males may occupy number one position- in regard to migration.

Fiéally, the bars for the raral-farm population 65 and over are
longef thgn those 'f6r the urban populatién. The most importantlfactorg
responsible for this are reductions in fertility and ﬁhe migrati&n of

young people from the farms.




Age and sex pyramid comparing North Carolina's populatien dretribu-
tion in 1970 with that of 1870.

Age ' g
75-Up o / ‘
70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59
50-54
45-49
40-44

© 35-39
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14

5-9 *
Under 5 —_—

87654321001 2345°%678:
PERCENT

Observe, first, that the 1870 bars at the base of the pyramid are
much longer than those for 1970. This simply means that in 1870 a much
greater proportion of the population was in the young age classes. The
narrower base in 1970 was brought about by a tremendous decrease in the
fertility of the population. For example, in 1870 the fertility ratio
(number of ch*ldren under ‘five years of age per one thousand women 15-44
years of age) was 685, but by 1970, the ratio had decreased to 394.

Note, in the second place, that in. 1970 as compared with 1870, there .
was a greater proportion of the population in the productive years of
age. As the birth rate drj%ped the ratio of :gsducers and pptential
producers 1ncreased. ~Also, as the death rate decreased, a higher propor-
&IER reached maturity and swelled, the .ranks of the produceré. This is
oﬂe of the important factors that hds made poseible the rise in the level

of living. : . N




PEOPLE UNDER 15 YEARS OF AGE

. NORTH CAROLINA 1970
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"The map above shows that the population of the coastal plain

counties have a high proportion of children. The western
mdhntainscounties haye a low proportion. The map below shows

that the mountain region hag a high proportion of old people.

)
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PEOPLE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE ;b

NORTH CAROLINA 1970 U
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Children under five years of age comprise i amaller proportion
of North Carolina's total population now than they have in the \

past. (See above.) North Carolina's population is aging ’ \k
rapidly. (See below.) From 1960 to 1970, persons above 65 . ‘
years -of age increased 32.7 percent, while the total population )
increased only 11.5 percent. _ :

¢ '
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8
Percéntage distributicn of white and Negro rural farm - population,
North Carolina, 1970. ‘
PERCENT '
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©
The age structure of the white population on farms is different from

that of the Negro. In 1970, the Negro population was composed of (1)" ¢
higher proportion of young people, (2) a lower proportion of adults, and

.(3) a-lower proportion of old peOple.f L@

These differencee are the result of three factors. °'The high propor-
tion of children and youths in the Negro population is due to the high -
birth rate. In 1970, for example, the fertility ratio was 486 as
compared with 367 for the white. ’ ’

In 1969, the nonmetropolitan Negro death rate (age—adjusted) was
34 percent higher than the white. In some age groups, the Negro tate .

‘was more than twice as high.

©

* purihg the two decades 1950-1970, Negro youths, beginning in

ﬁigdle,and late teens, migrated from farms.at a higher rate then white -

oung adults. g ' .

a
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This chart shows that there were fewer people residing on farms N
at’all ages in 1970 than in 1960 and this 1s especially ‘&griking at .
" the 'younger ages. In 1950, there were 17% »244 children ;mder five
years of age on farms. In 1960, there were» 81,125. and by 1970 the . : '
¢ number had decreased to 20,915. The continued reduction in the number. )
’ of children is a reflection of declining fertglity as well'as the . =~ m cor T
migration of pelsans who normally bear children. 'rh:ls pattetn prevailé
for both malea and femalee. ' s T Ty BN -
’ ’ - 7 Lt h . . |
- , . ..’ |
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Dependency ratio, as used here, is defined as the number of people

under 15 years of age, plus those 65 years and over per.100 people
15 to 64 years of age.

‘/\ . Y B
Nd - &

) DEPENDENCY RATIO -
. = ' /
, . North Carolina 1970 : . . ]
. K
e . . T - . N
{m: S Jina )
N Y .
‘_{,
/
/
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\ S = \
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- e, \ o =
. }
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Under 55.0 T \n
- 3 -
, 55.0 - 59.9 \ ) o 7
) ; 60.6 - 64.9 ' N 4
65.0 - 69.9 '
o - \t\ ;
70.0 - Up JV

- & :
v ’ < Dependency ratios show, in a general way, the relationship

between producers or potential producers -and the natural dependent
7 : elemente,in a population Such a ratio, therefore, is a direct
function of the age' composition.” A high ratio reflects a heavy burden ,
e : on the producers because of the necessity of supporting themselves and i
‘ the dependents If all other factors were -ideritical, a population with
a high ratio would have a lower levgl of 1living than another pbpulétion -
with a low ratio . ﬁ““%wd
. In 1970, the dependency ratio ‘in North Carolina was fifty-eight j—
that is there were fifty—eight persons under fifteen yedrs and over.
sixty-five years -per one hundred pereons 15-64 years. At the same
time, the United States had a ratio of sixty-two. North Carolina's
) producers ‘have a somewhat lighter ‘burden to carry as compared with
the nation as agwhole.* In fact, there were only five states and the

. District of Columbia with a lower ratio for the total population. —

K " In 1970y, rural-farm people were in a alightly less: favorable
B ’ ,  positien than urban .people with respect to the relationship of
h producers and dependents.” The dependency ratio for the farm p0pula:‘ .
tion was fifty—eight as compared with fifty-four in urban centers
1 ' Ip each of the residential groups, the dependency ratio for the Negro

population was higher than for the white. R
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"Sex ratios (number of males per Z%% females) in the rural-farm,

rural-nonfarm, and urban populatigiis by age, North Carolina, 1970.

«

e N ! .. . . RURAL-FARM -
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80 1
: _ 70 4
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0 teyr—TT 7T T T T 7 7 7
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© In 1970, North Carolina di a sex ratio of 95.9 (that is, there

L ?were 95.9 males per 100 females). Females predominated in the urban
population and in this group the sex ratio was 94 8. The number

- of malee and females was nearly equal in the farm population where

the séx ratio was 99 5. The sex ratio in the rural-nonfarm area was
N 96.4. C |
. . The most. important single factor that affects the sex ratip
is migration." Obherve, first, the age group 20-24 on the figure
\\\ . The-hlgh Bex ratio in the urban popqlation represents a shift from

past patterns. .The heavy loss of young females from the farms ‘is

now, @pch reduced - It is also apparent that young.males.from the

rural-nonfarm areas of the state are migrating to the urban areas.

This situation has the effect of raising the urban sex ratio in this age

category.° of coste,¢some of this change is accounted for by the

‘movement “of individuale in and out of the state.

The declines\in the sex ratio at age 60 and over graphically

reflect the higher mortality of males.. Nevertheless, migration
continues to have an impact on the sex ratio at thesq ages. This is N
"especially evident in the ages.70 and over in the rugal-farm area W=J

However, one must entertain the notion of misreport g of age.

0

Q ‘ ) ey 14 : N P
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In North Carolina, relatively few people are employed in agriculture.
Nearly half of those employed in non-agricultural occupations are
female while only one-seventh of those employed in agriculture are

.female.

PERCENT ' -
30 - ——— AGRICULTURAL
~ -~ — NON-AGRICULTURAL

AGE

This figure shows the relative number of people employed in agri-

cultural and non-agricultural occupations by age. S interesting
variations in the age distributions are evident. Fd:j:iémple, a larger
proportion of people employed in agrigulture (9.5 percent) are 65 years
of age and older than those employeéjin non-agricultural occupations

_ (2.9 percent). ﬂowever, a relatively larger number of persons in non-
‘agricultural‘occupations are between the ages of 25 and 44 than 19 the
. case for tliose employed in agricuiture. o ‘ .

1
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SECTION II. FACIORS WHICH AFFECT THE AGE AND SEX COMFOSITION

OF THE RURAL POPULATION "

The preceding data show that the gural-ferm population, as comparee
with ‘the urban, is composed of (1) a lower proportion of children and
young people; (2) a higher proportion of relatively old people; (3) a
slightly.higher proportion of persons in the most active period of ‘
life; and (4) a roughly equal peoéortion'of males and females., This’
situation is quite diffefene froﬁ that whice existed several decades
ago. Why? ,‘ N .

Age
ihe reproductive behavior of a poﬁulation is'of prime importance

i{n determining its age distribution. A high reproductive rate will

mean a high proportion of children and young people as compared with

Coa

»

another population with low reproduction. ‘
In 1970, the fertility ratio for the ryral-farm population in North
Carolina was 320 as compared with 371 for the urbah. Thus, the fertility
ratios of the rural-farm population was less thgn that for the urban. N
Fertility ratios in North Carolina axe lower than for the Nation.
In 1970 the fertility ratio was 397 for the(Natibn s rural-farm
population as compared with 320 in North Carolina. The Natinn's urban
population had a r atio of 391, even higher chan in the State. Therefore,
‘ North Cardlina has a much gmaller proportion of. children and young éeOple
than the Nation. .
I1f the fertility of a pOpulation decreases, there will be a smaller
- eproport:i.ou of children, but there also will be an increasing prorpottion

Fzsﬁ’
of old péople. This has been the direction of change for both the State

and ‘the Nation. In 1950, the rural-ferm population had a fertility -

16
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J? ratio of 614 as compared with 350 in 1970. The urban ratio decreased
; from 410 1A 1950 to 371 in 1970. The rural-farm population of the
Nation had a ratio of 594 im 1950 but decreased to 397 in 1970. The
' urf)an rate dmpoed from 425 in 1950 to 391 in 1970.
Higher feftilfty ratios for the Negro as compared with the white
" accounts for the high proportion of young éeople in the Negro population. -
In 1970, the white rural-farm population had a fertility ratio of 265..
The corresponding ratio for the Negro population was 443
. Fatm to urban migration is another important factor determining
,f’ 'the age composition of urban and rural populetions. Due to the pasé
" '_ ¥h1gh fertility of the rural-farm population, many people left farm
areas to seek greater social and economic opportunity in ugggﬂ~eenters.
- This farm to‘orbﬂn"migration has been highly selective with respect to
age -- the bulk of such migrants-have been young'peOple.’ This pattern
of olgration has continued up to the‘p;esent time.

During the decade 1950-60, the farms of North Carolina exported
about 629,000 peop%e to the rural-nonfarm areas and urban centers of the
State and Nation. Most of these migrants were.on the threshold of their
prodoetive lives. Over half of these mig*énts were between fifteen
and thirty-feve years of age. A%ou; fourfoak of ever& ten were between
tweoty end thirty years of age.

| During the most recent decade, 1960-70, rural-farm areas-exported
about 400,000 peﬁple to other areae of the State and Nation. In this
period, over half of the migrants were from fifteen to thirCy-five
‘ 'years of age. Nearly four of every ten were between twenty and thirty
years of age. .
fﬁe rate of migrationxhas been gteater for Negrves than whites.

- But, the peak of migration occurs at about the same age for both groups.

| 17
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This meEpe an even higher ratio of"nonproductives“to productives in the
Negro than in €he white population. .

In the short span of two decades, the farms of North Ce;olin@ have
lost 585,000 young edults. Although migration continues to be gelective
of yeung adults, its effects in termgvof prodhcing high proportions'of'
children and low proportions in the‘preductive ages heve been lessened.

‘This is parti& due to the redeced'levels of fertility on the fétms-ie
_the State and the fact there has been a significant loss of persone due
to net Out;eigration‘at oldef ageé. It is.now evident-;hatﬂthe urban.
and ;u;al-farm populations have similar age structures. It should be

noted that for some age groups there is a net movement to farms, but

most of these migrants are under 10 years of age.
‘ A longer life expectancy and reduced fertility has 1ncreased the
proportion of elders in the population. Although specific data are no
~longer available on mortality by urban-rural residence, an approximation
can be made by usipg metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas. The death V
rate in.the non-metropolitan population is higher than in the metropolitan
population of Nortﬁ Carolina. In 1970 the death rate for non-metropolitan
areas was 9.4 (age-adjusted) per 1,000 population as cempared with 5.6 %n
" metropolitan centers. This differeece is probably accounted for by
inadequate medical facilities and perSonnel in non-metropolitan areas.
The metropolitan death rate 1s’10wer\fhan the non-metfopblitan for
.both the white aﬁd Negro populations in the\?tate. In both cases the
Negro rate is higher than.the white rate, This fact is important in

upderstanding the age differences in the white and Negro populations.

18 - ~
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N\ each 100 nonwhite female migrants. In the following decade, 1960-70, .

i

~ with respect to sex composition?

16

Sex,

Why is. the turél population different from the urban population

Males outnumbef feﬂales at birth. The sex ratio (number of males
per one hundred femalesi of live bifths,,about 106, has existed for the
ent}re beriod‘of/qxgilgble data. A

. From the §ime of birth, however, death takes a/peavler toll of mdleg
than.females. In North”carolina‘aS“o£w1970[the age-adjusted death rate ‘

for males was 11.9 as compared with 8.0 for females. The death rate is

higher for males than females in every age group. This differential

dggth rate has the effect of lowering the‘sex ratio.

o

- These two .factors are important in expleining the sex ratio itself,

bué,they do not tell us why the sex ratio is different in rural and urban
.areas. For an éxplanation of this, other factors must be cons%&ered.

Migration 1is thé most important reason for thé rural-urban differencq
4An the se£~ratio.\ Farm to\yr?an migration historically has been selective \<
with respecg\go ségvapd thiglresultéd in greatly aifferent sex ratios in .
urban an;‘rural areas. “However, in ﬁore>recent deca@es sex selectivity
in migration frOm‘kural areas in the State has not betn as great as in
past decadeé and in a few instances the pattern has §§¥ersed. During -

the decade 1950-60 there were 105 white males for evefy 100 females in

the stream of farm to urban migrants, There were 101 ®onwhite males for

there were 93 white males for every 100 white females leaving North

Carolina farms for rural-nonfarm areas and urban centers. At the same

time, there were 103 nonwhite male migrants for each 100 nonwhite females
\ »

leaving farms.

19
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This reversal of the historical trend of more females leaving the

farms than males has resg}ted in nearly equal proportion of both sexes

in the farm population of the state. The urban arecas continue to have

an excess of females ~-- due largely to past migration patterns.

Summary . '

This study shows that there are three important fad¥o;s affecting
‘the age distribution of the rural populationz The level of fertility in
rural-farm areas has dropped below the level in urban areas and the
level of fertility in North Carolina has d:oppeleelow that in the nation., = .

\ Most of the farm to urban migrants cdntipue to be young adults. The

metropolitan death rate is lower.thgn the non-metropolitan rate.

This study shows that the balanced séx ratio (eqqal males and \
females) of the rural poéulation i; due, in the main, tqithélone factor ..

=
of migration. Farm to urban migrants have recently been predominantly

males, although thevgifferenées have not been large. ‘ \\

o,

N\ v
\ e

[




SECTION III. SIGNIFICANCE CF THE CHANGING POPULATION COMPOSITION

What is the meaning of these data? Every phase of public policy is
affected by the structure and distribution of the population as by the |
changing composition. The ability of a-people to meintain organizations
and institutions is, in large measure, determined by the‘broportion of
the populatiou in specific age groups. ' ] ®

The following five problems or activities have been selected to
illustrate the significsnce of these data to North Carolina.

v

~ " 1. Health afid Populatiqn,Cémposition o T r

Death rates,are‘valuable indexes of the health status of °
a population. They may serve also as an index of the general
‘cultural level of a people. They are often used as a measure

of the need for medical care services, geographically and

&

, & 4
In 1970, the crude death yrate in the State was 8.8 deaths

economically.

_ per 1,000 population In this respect, North Carolina ranked
seventeenth among the fifty states and the District Lf Columbia,
< - This relatively low rate waa possible because of a relatively

high proportion of the people in the younger years of life.

Therefofe,wthis did nd represent!a true picture of mortality
, s o o A

conditions in t/e State

« -
v

In 1970, the age-adj ed death rate (a more hcgurate
{ measutgf £ mortality couditions) for North Carolina wag 9.6,

~This meg/a-thﬁt the Stat:\ranked thirty-ninth rather th . '

4_,-,-——

|

|

| . ,

i , seventcenth among the fifty states and the District of\Co vabia
.

\

é -~ g very different picture.
\
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As a population ages; the pattern of medical services

must be sltered. The need and demand for hospital service

~
v o

increases as old people make up a larger pro%ortion of the
total population, The needﬂgor institutional care, other
than in hospitals, will also increase. There will be an

increasing demand for nuréihg,ﬁersonnel, both in institutions

“ .
»
®

and in out-patient service.

’

2. Education and Population Composition .
[ . - ‘,
Opportunity for formal. education is an Hmerican goal but

this 1de:?’has.not be h‘translated 12}9 minimum standards
throughout the Nation. The yalues of education have not been
entirely extended to rural people as tq those in towns and
cities, although progress haﬁ been made. \

The real schcol loadfis determined by the number of boys
and girls of school age. In this study, five through eighteen
a years is used to measure the load. If this age group makes up

a high proportion of the population the educational load will
- [+ ’ i
be heavy. ¢ - /

P

““In 1970, twenty-six percent of the total population was ‘in
w

e —— o= - - - this age group in North Carolinq ‘as compared w?th 25.8 percent |

in the Nation. This means that North Carolina compares
favorably with the country as a whole with respect to school
a' l { ) ‘ ) ’
load. , i ‘ \
X o L .
Ovet one out of every four persons (27.2 percent) in the =~ =
farm population in the State was in this school age. The:

correspondingepércentage was 24 4 for the population in cities

and tmms.
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o As a result of the decrease in the birth rate during

)

~ the last decade, North Carolina will habe relatively fewer
‘ N first graders than in the pasf. Of course, net in-migration
} _ ) of youngsters might offset the declines in fertility.
: L _— There 1is an inverse relationship betweEn edu;ational“
load andtax r?éources to support publiq education. »States :
“with a high proportion of pepple of schoolpage are the

N
same stateth low tax resources with which to support

\ .
. . . N

the schools.
Inequalities in educational Opportuﬁity still exist

between states and regions in the United States. Those
: ’ A

d states and reglons with a low educational load are the states
N .

: with high financial ability to support education. Those |

states and regions with high financial ability are the same

Y
1

ones that are importing young people on the ghreahold of
4 R .

their productive lives ﬁTom other states and regions,

3. Youth and Population Composition
In 1970, roughly half (49.6 percent) of North Carolina's

J 978,821‘young people fifteen through twenty-four yedrs ogg

age were living in urban centers. . An additional 44 percept .
: were reZiding_%Ev;ural-nonfarm areas;.and the remainin . | ,'
oz ‘ 6?2 p¥rceh;7w;re on farms. These pérsop;\asfé\Qiatr uted by /l '0
' residence in about the same propor 10n‘§s fhe ?oya populationf
Tﬁfs relatively normal distr;bu, on of young péo le was made A

| ", 7 ” . , '
R l possible through migration. , T ///~ /

8
N
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e ' _ During the decede 1960-70, 128,251 farm males and females

between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four migrated to other

- residential areas of the State and Nation. I -
These young”people are often faced with a series of
’{‘"‘ . 5‘

situations and all of these call for adjustment, The situations

are of a %ocial and economic character, eentering around

’

education, employment and marriage. “ \

~ - L

S ’ A slightly larger proportion of rural young people fifteen
- -to elighteen years old were'enrolled in school than :zzig/fouths. e

However, significantly larger proportions of urban nétadults

-

19 24 years of age wocre enrolled in school. It is apnarent r/~
that re}atively more urban young people are remaining in ééhool

land are obtdining additional training beyond high school than .
are rural- farm young people.
) : / .

. ,‘/l . ‘ ’
) i / , .
5 _ - In 1970, 65. 4 percent of the urban males 15- 24 years of o /

age in North Carolina were emplpyed or seeking work. This 1is ///

4

higher than the corresponding proportion among either rural- /

Among femaleS/

\//< nonfarm (58.7) or farm (47.5 percent) males.

the pattern is similar, but at lowér levels /~- urban,

V

42,9 percent; rural-nonfaxmﬁ 40‘1 percent;/ and rur%l-farm,

29.9 pereent. Only 5.2 percent of the young men (aged -24)

~ who found joba/}ﬁ agriculture w npaid family wnrkers -

they received/no cash reward for their labor.
‘< ) In 1970 a. lafger proportion of the urban male and female

young people were married than comparable ruraltfarm persons,

o
~




4, Employment gnd Pogulation'Coééosition -

The quality of society'is detetmined to a large extent’
- by the number of persons employed and by the type of employ-
ment. Employed persons have to support themselves as well
as other members of their families. On the shoulders of ~
the employed population falls the responsibility cf supporting . ;
and maintaining public institutions and organizations. ) .

In l970 a slightly larger proportion of the’ total ‘
pOpulation of North Carolina (39.3 percent) was employed than
/in the United States (38 0 percent) "At the same time the

propqrtion f farm population employed was lower than the

e . pa
on? :

This lowar employLené iaﬁghe result of the age structure '’ \ :

Y} ' . , T , A4 L /
of e population and t difference in the role:;gzayed by
women in uvban cenf /and on fjkms. This ‘pictyfe becomes// /ﬁ

7
[ ! ra

very different if - consider those persons were employed

X

and those who were seeking worgiand also exgimde persons/ﬁnder ./
fourteen years of age. (Thia group is called the Labor Force ) /

On this basis, 91.9 percent of the rural-farm persons
i the labor force were employed as compared with 88 pErcent

of the urban labor force. A/Qmaller proportion of the rural- -

farm females were in the labor force (32.5 percent as compared &

with 40,1 percent of urban females). The above analysis shows

- that the slightly lower employment for the total farm population .

was accounted for by the age strugture of the population and |

- by the lower proportion of females empluyed; . 5

-
-~

~25 - 'l . . T, .‘
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!:Mﬂtﬁb total population on fhrms.
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o

1 ~
‘trends during this cen//ry has been the increasing number -

of this ‘fact has been taken at a11 levels of 8 'nment.;’ o e
. . ) - /
Federal, state, and Iocal gov,rnments are co aﬁing in the / ‘ >,
-‘ﬁ s < . ’
attempt to meet t » . . ]
p . /o X
Between 1870 and’19 ‘the populat n okaorth Carolina o
* \ i

" changlhg. ~ For example,- duriag/the deeade 1960-79, the ..’

the aged populdtion in urﬂanféreas increa:ei/by 52.7 o

A larger proportion of the p0pulation can expect to reach tlie
N . . / .

I DI

The Aged in the-Population -’ o

One of the significant, 1if ‘not the most significant,

- /e . X ’ N
and proportion of old peop1e in the population. Qognizanceu

increased eb t five tjmes. Durirg the 7éme period, the o
populatton siat&-fif/ years oflage/and bver 1 é/;ascd 2 "*ﬁ g s
1little more than twclve times., The a ed e inereased ’ " 1 |
from 34,279 in 1870 tp 414”120 ;; 1970. ‘Yhe ;geq have, + g |

other residential grobps,ﬁthig patt appeane to- be ot

aged population on,farmslde eased by'29~3 pefeent/ﬁhile .o

/ | S
percenth it should a156 be ndted that the’decrease in the

aged population ont fd?hs is not as g at\as the decrease of
- —_

~ The problem of the aged wili be an ever~inereasing one. Lo

b

age of sixty-five, and those who reach this age can expect to

PS PR 2 ) .. ’ , Q"‘ '
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live more’years them those in the past. ,The financial aspects’
of old age will increase in the futube. The gheer weight in
nurbers in this age group will make necessary more substantial

]
care in the future. *




