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{* QUALITY OF LIFE OF COUNTRY FAMILILS IN FOUR EASTISRN KINTUCKY 'COUNTIRS:

CHANGE AND PERSISTANT PHOBLENS, 1961 AND 1973*

-

_In 955. a Report to the United States Secretary of Agriculture
(u. S D.A., 1955), indicated that families in almost all of the rural!
counties in the southeastern United States had low: 1ncomes and levels
of living., The Southern Appalachian area was among the most seriously
. depressed parts of this arvea, Jn the ‘early 1960's, the social and
* economic conditions:of life in Appalachia and the région s persistent
prgblems were further documented (Ford, 1962),
This regional survey indicated that despite evidence of improve-
mend in the quality of life during the two decades after World War II,
most people in Appalachia were,poor and the1r inst1tutions often were
inadequate by cqmparison with,the rest of the nation, Although'birth ‘ x :
rates were declining,nfamilies still were relatively large. . The median o
income of rural}families was below the poverty line, and that of urban .
_families only slightly above it, Many required welfare support and
Y the fortunes (or m1sfortunes) of the largest numbers of employed rural .
people were tled to subsistence farming, part ~-time off farm JObS,

«

»

lumbeging and coal m1ning. Migration of people to f1nd better oppor—

‘tunities outside the region was heavy.

Compared with- natioqal standards, the schools were relatively poor
in resources and the quality of educational programs and the educational
attainments of most adults weme low, Churches were relatively small
and predominately other—worldly 1n religious or1entatlon. Although .
‘mortality rates’ 1nd1cated a generally healthy population, the region
lagged behind the nation in hospitals vmedical serv1ces and phys1c1ans.
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*Th1s paper is a‘contribution to Southern Regional Reseatrch Project 79,
Rural Development and the Quality of -Life in The Rural South, supporied
: by. cooperating Agricultural Experiment Stations of Alabama, Georgia, '

’ Kentucky," Louisiana, Mississlppi North Carolina, South Carollna, and

L
* Tennessee, z , ' J




Road systems had improved relatively little{ and many hill and

" hollow folk still lived in semi-isolation from outside influences, with

the radio, occasional visits to nearby villagés and small towns, and
_ 'visits from relatives outside uhe mountains proviﬁﬁﬁé the principal
linkages to modern, "affluent, America, , '

Nevertheless, the Southern Appalachian region was. changing in
various ways., It was losing its provincialism, socioeconomic condi-
tions of 1livikg were improving, although not so rapidly as elsewhere
in the nation pecially in rural areas, where poverty and isolation

‘ werethe normal co ndition of life, people were not much inclined to
organize for local inprovement, and often sought solace in fatalistlc
rationaligzations about present conditions. Even so, the‘greater’
awareness of deprivation and lack of opportunlties doubtless con- 2
tributed to what Caudill referred to in 1962 (p. 332) as the tragedy
of human spirit 1n’which so many have- become "listless, hopeless, and
without ambition," s, '

Since 1960, however. state and federal governments and pr1vate
agencies ‘have introduced numerous programs designed to develop re-
sources, both human and natural, and to improve the conditions of life
of people in Bastern Kentucky and throughout the region., To what ex-
tent and in what ways has ‘the quality of life changed, and how do

N co“htry people now feel about their circumstances, the nature of

society, and, the future?

The purpose of this report 1s to answer this question in some
degree;' The aim is to describe‘changesvin the qualily of life of open-
country families in four counties of Eastern Kentucky---Harlan, Perry,

., Whitley, and Wolfe, ' A

' In 1961, a sample of families in these countfes was surveyed as
. ’‘to bccupatipns; income, levels of 1iving, oplnions about the:hature'of
society and other conditions, Families‘in these areas were surveyed &
again in 1973 In addition to the information gbtained in 1961, they

—

1v’I‘hese'S(xrveys wére conducted as part of two.studies of open-country
families in the south: S-44, Adjustment Potentials of Families in

Low-Income Areas of the Rural South; and S-79, Rural Development ande
The Qnality of Life in the Rural South
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were asked about the nature of change'in their own family: situation-w

whether it had improved or gotten wors&--and how they viewed the ,‘
direction 'of change and the current situation in wages and salaries,
welfare programs, job opportunities, politics and political’parties,
medlcal services, education and other aspects which affect the con-
ditions of life in these counties, ) ’

This assessment of change and persistent problems inlquality of .
life thus is based on comparison of the findings of these two surveys
and data’ drawn from Census' reports for 1960 and 1970,

. 4

QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE EARLY'196O s

- In 1960, more than three-fourths of the residents of these four*
counties lived in rural areas, Data from the 1961 survey show that by

"almost any national standard they were a deprived group. The house-

holds weré relatively large--averaging b, 1 Persons per household com-
pared with 3,3“for the nation as a whole, Eighty-two percent had less
than $4,000 in @otal family income, and the mediad family income was
only $1,675, Nationally,.only Ls percent of‘the,rural families had
incomes thislow.w On a pechapita income basis relative‘deprivation
was even more serious, The medianhper capita family income of $521
(Table 1) was only 23 percent of the‘nationaI average of $2,223, |

Household hedds averaged 51,6 years of age, and one out of five
male heads under‘65 years did notIGOnsider hinself "fully-able to
work," ‘Some‘had only part-time employment, and 6 percent were un-
employed, Those who had jobs, homever, liked most aspects of their
work, Opportunities for-advancement , retirement afd other benefits,c
and amount of money earned were important aspects of their jobs whiah
substantial proportions "disliked" or thought unsatisfactory. oo

The median years of schooling of the househodds heads surveyed
was 7. O--compared with 8.3 and 9,0 years for rural nonfarm males

aged 25 years or- older in Kentucky and the United States, respectively.

a
[y

o

inghty-four percent of household heads were.male and 75 percent were

nonfarm. ; -

L2




L . Ly

" Only 11 percent had completed high school, The educational level thus
was relatively low, and only ‘one out of two male heads part}cipated in

any formal organization. " Homemakers averaged 8,2 years of schooling g 4

and more often tendedfto‘participate inaa formal organization of s
kind--usually a'religious‘group. But, participation of both heads and
_homemakers in formal organizations was relatively low compared with people.
livingsin towns or - many other rural areas.3
~ In these counties in general, mining,.small farms, and wholesale

and retail trade were the principal sources of earned income. but 14
percent of total personal income in these counties came from transfer.
payments—-welfare, pensions, and Social Security-—compared,with 9 percent
for the staté as a whbdle (Ramsey and Warner, l974) In the 1961 survey
most famllies received income from salary or wages (44 percent) fol-
lowed in order by retirement pensions and Sogial Security (29 percent),
farming {22 percent),* and welfare (17 percent), 3 S

By modern standards they lived a spartdn life (Table 1). Only 40
percent lived on a hard-surfaced road, and gnly 47 percent had an auto-
mobile, Only a minority had most pf the modern household conveniences
which make for.comfortable living, such as water piped in the house
(41 percent), bath or shower (21 percent ), inside flush‘toilet (15"
percent), or central heating (13 percent), While [ percent had a
gas or electric range, only 13 percent had an electric_sew1ng ‘machine,
Eighty-five percent had axradio and 58 percent had’television» but only
26 percent had a telephone, 11 percent a weekly newspaper, and 31 per-
cent a dale newspaper. ’ :

Under these circumstances, it is not surprising that 34 percent
of the male household heads and 30 percent of the homemakers felt that
their family income was unsatisfactory, and L6 and 28 percent of the

3A survey of social participation of rural families in Western Kentucky
“in 1955 indicated that only 9 percent of thé heads and 11 percent of
the homemakers were not members of any formal organization (Christiansen,

1955)."
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heads and homemakers, (respectively, sald that they had‘to go withouf'
necessities, 'The more surprising fact ¢s that the majority in each, case -

felt that family income was at least safisfactory and that they were not
deprived in the sense of'having tovgo w thout necessities, Furthermore,
despite what many urban Americans would have regarded as/gnsgtisf
living conditions less than one out of four was interested <1 moving,
. These opinions about thelr personal situation oWevei, fail to
. indicate important attitudes of these country peép{e)a:out.thenature )
of man's condition in society. As othars had observed, in matters
| 'involving thelir relationships to governmental officials or the pos-

]

~

sibilities of futire improvement, despair, and hopelessness (anomia)

N Heads . Homemakers
) , . : _—zﬁercent wh6'5553857_
(1) ' Nowadays a person has to 1ive pretty ) .
B much for today and let tomorqu take
o ’ care of itself.........rya....;....& "37 - 61
- (2) In spite of what some people say., the ' ‘ .
lot of the average man is getting . -
worse, not better..,,...,,,.,,,,,,., 73 : 66
L (3) It* s,hardly fair to bring children W
‘ ' into the world With the way things S ]
look for the future.....,,,.,..!,,,, L8 - 63‘
(4) These days a person doesn't really J T
) know whom he can count on........,.. 89 v ‘89
. .. (5). There/s/little uge in writing to " o 2
/f public officlals becalise often they - ’
, aren't really. interested in- the - ,
. problems of the" ‘average, man.,....,.. ' ,272' ‘ ?7_
S S I -
: ) ?hgee-fifths or mqre ‘of the homemakers manifested attitudes of

hopylessness and despair in all'of these respects, ‘and the heads were

\

. - — -

uSrole Anomia Scaleb(l956). ETEEY . .

‘were widespread as reflected in thelr responses to the following items.u\.




similarly minded on three of the five Quéstions.‘ Among residents of low-
income areas in the six states participating in this survey, country people

in Eastern Kentucky were the most dQ\pairing of all (McCann, l975) ,

PAs many studies have shown, therefore, and as census data and our.
survey generally confirm, most of the'?%milies in country areas of sthe
Cuniberland Mountains of Eastern Kentucky in the early 1960's lived in

-nvery poor circumstances which while accepted stoically, bred hopeless-: -

-ness and apathy, as well ag frequent bursts of aggression and violencef/
(Ball, l970a), These general conditions, however, did not necessardly X
apply equally to all types of families. Some fared better in some res-
pects and others were worse off than implied by “the overallpstatistics.

-

DIF”ERENCES AMONGKIAMILIES IN THE ’
, »-EARLY 1960's
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“To describe differences in the quality of life, families are
classified here as to stage in the family life cycle.A This enables us
to determine how younger and older families, and those with and without .
children, fared in these’ conditidhs of life, The tlassification is as .

follows: . ' | . | i . ' . <D )

-

. 1 Working age families without children (head under 60 years -
of age% \ : 1
II - Families with only pre—adolescent (young) children at home.
~  IIT Familiesewith adolescent children at” home, "with none older,
Iv Families with post—adolescent (mature) children at home, with

or without other chiidren.
V. Older families without children at home (head aged 60 or older)

Y

- Differénces in quality of life among these types of families are
summarized in'Table 1, Family size (median 5.9) and total family ¥ncome
‘(median $2, 200) werewgreatest for Stage III families, those with adolesﬂ‘
cent-aged children,mand smallest for Stage V, the older families without
children (medians 2’4 and $1, 675) But, ‘on a per capigz\basis the
situation was quite otherwis% On the average, working-age families
without children had the~highest income per’ capita (I ‘median $855),
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while families with adolescent children or older children .at home had the
lowest 'per capita income (III, median $419; Iv, median\$410); For work-  ~
’ " ing aged families without chilfdren, those with prefadolescent or adoles-,
' cent aged childeen, the percentage of male household heads employed fulli\\
or part-time was relatively high, and for‘the first™ two family life cycle
stages it was higher than the percentage who c0nsidered themselves‘fully’ S
‘able to work, But in Stage IV families with post-adolescent aged children
at home as well as those with adolescent aged children (Stage III) the-
" percentages employed were less than the percentages fully able to work,
The older families without children (Stage V) had the most.spacious
living arrangements--ayeraging»3.0 rooms per person--while families with
’ young or~adolescent-aged children ‘were mosﬂ\ogten‘in cramped quarte}sf-‘
: {,averaglng only 1.0 rooms per person. But j-‘zn road conditions and most -
rtable living, families at_
different stages in the life‘cycle did not much-differ in the pqoportions

~ lacking these conveniences, They differed in these respects_primarily in -

material possessions wh1ch make for comfo:

the possession of an automobile, which half or more:of the families in . :
the first three stages owned, but only 27‘percent of the oldest fafiilies

.‘were no large differences among heads of these types of fam11ies in the
extent of felt satisfactlon or dissatisfaction ﬂith income, or in saying ,
that they hag to go without the necessities of living, and this lack of
difference paralles-that for material possessions.5 Among the family F
‘ types, ‘heads of families who were' enployed were s. milarly minded for the
most part in liking various aspects of their Jjobs, Moreover, male heads \\
D I . ’ - ' : i

-
. N . . 2

~—
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SPer capita fam11y ldcome was significantly related to head and homemaker
. A satisfaction with family income and the feeling that they did not have
"“:}" 46 go without necessities, . . , - S

] .‘;u';;-..;.." b ‘ . ' - . g - < » ' : Lo
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fe cycle stage,in their attitudes

) _ P
of household did not differ by family
about the nature of ‘man's relatio ship

a

o soclety, 'That is, they were,
likely to feel hopeless regardless o) tage in the family life cycle, .
The attitudes of homemakprs, ‘however, did vary 31gn1f1cantly by
stage in the family life cycle, Homemakers of working age fam111es
without children (Stage I) were less often dissatisf1ed with family
_income or felt that they had to go without necessihies than did other
types of homemakers, Differences in this respect paralleled differences
in ger capita m‘aian fami incomes. In attitudes about the nature of
society, homemakers with poSt-adolescent (mature) chlldren at home “most
often were fatalistic or despairing absut wrm?ing to- pub11c officials

(89 percent), bringing children into the world (73 percent), and the .

,-w6rsening condition of the average man_ (74 percent) Those with young

children az/home were least qften apathetic about wr1t1ng tonublic
officlals (62 percent) or hopeless about br1nging chmldren into ¢he
world (46-percent), while homemakers with adolescent—aged chlléren least
often thought the lot Gof the average man was getting worse. (h6 percent)
Nevertheless, such attitudes were<widespread among &omemakers at all
stages of the family life cycle. . ey \

" Thus, 1960- 61 familles living in the mounta1ns of. Eastern Kentucky
had low in%hmes and levels of living relative to’ families elsewhere in
the United States, but man1fest d1ssat1sfaction with the levél of 1ncome
was surprisingly -low, a’well as the.feeling that they could not afford
necessities, Wlth OQE_EE99Pt1°n' neither att}tude was smgnlficantly

" related Yo differences among types of, families ih per capita income.

Nevertheless, questions about the nature of man in soc1ety usually ‘(
elicited feelings of hopelessness and despair, Such responéés were made
by heads of familles regardless of their sthge in the famlly life cycle,
but homemakers with pre—adolescent or adolescent children were less
despalring in some respects than homemaKers at other stages of the famlly
life c¢cycle, It is apparent that attitudes about man in soc1ety 1nvolved

a variety of factors, and further d1scusslon of this issue is deferred

-

“until later in this«report . . Qe

‘EVENTS DUR\ING THE 1960 s e

.

The 1960's'andlearly l970!s brought development'oé;many state,
regional, and federal»programs designed to improve the conditions of

’
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~life in the Appalachian area (and other, low-income areas), Employfient

L3

: and manpower training programs were introduced to develop human resource

potentials. Schools were consolidated new communlty colleges and voca-

tional- education centers were established Efforts were made to devélop ]

Programs for hospital plann1ng and support vocatlonal

new industry,

"rehabilitation, medicaJQ care and services, rural ambulance serv1ces, 2

f

-

and the like were introduced New programs were establish\d in water

t

ﬁsupply, sewage and solld waste d1sposal flood.and pollutlon control v

-

Food stamps, school lunch, and black lung programs were introducgd and

. other welfare programs were expanded.
With the assistance of state and

Legislation regulatlng surface

‘mining and reclamation was passed,

federal experts, the Cooperative Extension Service, VISTA community

development workers, and many volunteers, community and’ regional planning

and deVelopment programs and projects’ were la&hched

“

. The number of different programs and proJects in the region as a

" whole- a%most defies. enumenation, and no attempt has been made_herein. to

catalog them, éIn the 1973 survey, however, respondentj in the four

counties mentioned 44 different programs which they fg£lt were e1ther the

best or worst governmental programs. Interestingly 'those programs,

such as educational, employment and welfare progf/ms, that most res-

»

pondents regarded as the "best" governmental programs were usually con-

Sidered by others to be the "worst" programs (Gabbard and Coughenour, l973).

Generally, the lower education and income groups which more often benefit-

ted from governmental programs, were more favorable to their co@&inuation.
: . a

.and expansion than those with higher education and, incohes, According

to many Eastern Kentuckians‘most of the programs had desirable aims
but were poorly or unfa1rly administered, .
One of the aims underlying governmental efforts to 1mprove socio-
economic conditions in the mountalns was to stem the loss of populatlon.
By"
1970 Harlan and Perry Counties had lost nearly 27 percent of ‘their 1960.
populatioﬁgf”Wblfe, 13 percents- ‘and Perry, 6 percent,

who remained rose dramatically, however» Per capita family income R

‘However, out-migration continued to be heavy during the 19603s.
Incomes of those
increased by 59 percent id Harlan, 81 percent in Perry, 167 percent in

.Whitley, ‘and 162 percent in Wolfe county (RamSey and Warner, 1974)
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The proportional increases in the latter two/counties were ‘above, the iy :
state ayverage, ‘but average per#:apita: incoﬁ(e in .1970 in each coun.t,}J st:Lll
ranged from 43 t6 72 percent of the United States average ($3, 139), and “axg
- from 36 to 59 percent of the families byucounty, and 39 percent in the 5361' r*
four counties combined, were below the poverty threshold a oo Y t“'”é§m

Source of ‘income. changed greatly, with farming or farm work
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transfer payments increased from 14 to 22 perpent duieng thg l960's(c0m—
pared"-with an increase from 9 %o 12 percerit- for the ‘entire state), 5 b

~and 37 percent of the increase in total personal income was- due to the

increase in income from\transfer payments “Thus, dedpite cons1derable hu;'
improvement, in economic respects uhesgﬂbumberiand?Plateau qounties N
‘ continued to be relatively”’ dépresse%~ ST U Y. _
' QUALITY OF LIF@ OF ‘COUNTRY FKMILIES N THE EéBLY/l970's' . -
HOW MUCH DID IT DIFFER rAOM 19607 f o ~ . k»' P
' S

Families lﬂving in the‘country Wwere not unaffected by these trendsd
(Table 1), The 317 families surveyed i 1973 averaged 3.1’ persons pe
family——one/perﬁbn smaller Eﬂén in 1961—— and s0mewﬂat fewer Qf thés%
'families had post—adolescent children w?tumw (Stage IV), ' More Were
working-aged faﬁilies with or without pre—adolescqpt children, or were v
older families without children, The effect of migration a@so was T
evident in the age structure, In median age, household heads were -one - 7
’.’year older (52 6 6_years of age) than the. 1961 heads of households, They
had 8, 3 years of schooling——an 1ncrease of 1.3 years Qﬁy? the 1961

¢« N
-

- median--and 18 percent had completed high schoola. But inyeducation

. these household heads continued to lag thin\‘comparable to groups - _
elsewhere,6 and they less often belonged to any formal organization than».
in 1961, ' ) _ . N T

., . .
. . \ - : . I a
- > ' » .
. . . h - . 4
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- : - ] _ f
R S I

“In ‘the 1973 survey, nearly zll of the household heads were rural ponfaéh, AN

*and -for rural nonfarm males aged 25, and over in Kentucky ing 1970, ghe
median years of education was’ 8.6, and 10,9 years for the Uplted States.

) ”
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' ,- The families were surveyed in the spring and summer of 1973, Thea
date of thé. survey is important in this case, as since then the ener@y
’crisis and skyrocketing prices for goal have resulted in conkiderable
change in the' gener%l economic situatidh of people in Eyo of the counties--
‘Harlan and Perry-dwhere coal 1s an abundant resource, The economic de=~
pression during 1974-75 doubtless‘hashinfguenced the situation in the
other two counties in the opposite, direction. Thus, the employment and
income situation may be somewhat dif&e%@nt today than indicated by the
data presented below, but the overall tkends in levels of - living and in
other respects are not likely to have been greatly affected,
For the country families as a group, median family incomes in 1960
‘ dollars nearly dopbled between 1960 and 1972 ($1,700 to 3, 380), and B
owing to tQP smaller family size, medlan per capita income did double
($521 to $1, 058) 'This occurred despite the fact that ‘the percéhtage
" of malé househvld heads under 65- years who ‘were employed (full or part—
ntime) droppjz;drom 78 to 69 percent while the proportlon ret1red or
, disabled dou
5 to-16 perCent*between the two surveys) Solirces of income changed

. (The percentage of homemakers employed'lncreased from

substantially, with farming or farm work as an income source declining
from 2z to 11 percént wﬁile those receiving retirement income incrgased -
from 29 to 50/pg;cént and income fxgm salary. wages or. buslness dn- -

) cfeas%d slightly (44 to 49. percent). Generally,’ famllies had more sources
- of income_in 1973 than h 1961, .,Even so, family incomes were low co;par-
ed with rural regidegts elsewhere: 1n the nation, as: :50 percent in these

cougties had incomes below $%;900 compared with 21 percent of families
AN a'nationally. 'j S ‘ . - . N,

I3

i Levels of living as indicated. by posSesslon of comfiort an con-
avenience items and living ‘space, however, improved grea ‘ Seventy- nine
-percent lived on an all-weather r@éd in 1973, compared with only Lo percent
* who did so in 1961. only 15 percent in ‘1973 were interested in moving(

] » from thelr present 1ocatlon. .The increase in level of living is shown ]
‘ianablerl Fourteen percent. more than in 1961 had an. automobile‘ .~

v (6 percent) 34 perceht more -had water piped fnto the house (74 percent)
- Ninety-four percent (up 30 percent) had a gas or electric range' 61 perﬁi?

cent (up 38 percent) had a flush t01let inside the house, and 60 percent
(up 38 percent) had a 'bath or shoyer. Still, only one-third had.central
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‘families in the md::tains.was considerably reduced during;the intervening

.areas in 1973 said that they were somewhat dr much better off than a de-

- 1ikely to say'that they had to go without necessities——over half felt

_about'the cond¥tion of man in society as they had been in 1961,.andzun—

o care of Ttselfiusisvaesiendinganes 53. "¢ 60
(2) In spite of what some peqple say, the ) '
lot of th& average man is tting
s _Worse, not better.,veesvvvecasisncns. 66_' ' 66
.(2) %It's hardly fair to bring children : ) . '
into the world with the way things ‘ o A~
look for the future;.;.;........;,..Q»‘ 56 o 58 B
(&) These days a person doesnt really . |
know whom he can count ON,sessssesssy . 80 _ 83
(5) There s little use in writing to o’ '
public officials because often they K - : _ ' N
aren't really interested in the. T o -
problems of the aVerggegman..........“ 70 i 65 .
7For dinerences between town and ‘countny residents in 1973 seg Coleman, \fﬁ\fﬁs

) ~ b4 ‘E'!'F 3
. fl2- E R

heating—-an increase of only 20 percent., Two-thirds had a.telephone,'
and 95 and 93 percent had radios and television seis, respectively, C
But, only 22 percent (up 11 percent) took a weekly newspaper, and no more
than in 1960 (29 percent) recelved a dally newspaper, The rooms per
person ratio clipbed from 1,3 to 1,7 during the.decade, and the percent
of households with lessbthan one room per person decreased from 24 to

13 percent, In these important respects the gap between country and town

12 yea.rs.7 and 57 percent of:the heads and homemakers in the country

cade earlier compared with 13 percent who felt they were worse off,
Even so, heads and homemakers in 1973 were no more- often satisfied W

with family income than they had been in 1961, and both were much more
this way, Moreover, homemakers were nearly as hopeless and despairing

like the 1961 respondents,maie household heads in 1973 were nearly as

despondent as the homemakers: o ' .

. ' Heads " Homemakers
. ' (Percent ,who agreed§ \

L et

2.

(1)  Nowadays a person has té'liye pretty ¢
much for today and let tomorrow take -

Coughenour, Gabba’.rd and Zierath (1973),

A V'

0
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* Thus, despite the general’improvement in the objectiye condltions
of lif:}\they were,as despairing.of socletal conditions as'before.8
~ OPINIONS ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF CHANGE IN
QUALITY QF\LlFE AND THE CURRENT SITUATION ,

In l973 the respondents were asked abouf the direction of change in
',various“aspects of auality of life during the past decade, i.e,, whether.
they thought it had improved gotten worse, or remained the same, Then

" they were asked for their assessment of the current situation in each
respect, i,e,, whether it was very good, pretty good fair, or poor,
Most of the questions and the heads® and homemakers' responses are shown
in fTable 2. X | ’

More than half the respondents in 1973 felt that the quality of life
during the past decade had improved for most people the poor, blacks,
the county as a place to live, and specifically, with respect to wages
and salaries. public schools, post- high—school education, medical care,
melfare programs, transportation and roads, public utilities, and public
housing. And, in each of these aspects, more than half rated the current
situation as pretty good to very good, » ‘

| Those aspects that.respondents ip”the greatest proportions (30 per-
cent or more) thought had gotten worse were: the physical environment,
‘real income, agriculture, law enforcement, andﬁ%be ence to laws, Except
for the physical environment a majority of the resp ﬁﬂentsdfalt that the
current Situation qi&h respect to each of these aspects was‘only fair to
- poor, A majority also felt that the current situation was fair or poor
with respect to opportunities for youné and older people, job opportuni-
ties, county government, and recreational opportunities. 'Opportunities
for young people, Job opportunlties and law enforcement were most often

. rated as "poor" ‘by these respbndents.

(4

As in l96l, anomia was more widespread among’ country People in~these
four counties in 1973 than in the other states surveyed (McCann, 1975)

8
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One's opiniq’ about personal and social conditions in society oftén

is shaped by where he lives and his position in society, and this is true

iof the.people in the'mountains of Eastern Kentucky. Fewer heads*and home- »

makers in the country (63 percent) than residents of the towns (78 percent)

were convinced that the quality of life in general for most famllies in ~

the county had improved during the past decade (Coleman and Gabbard, l974)

.Moreover, more of the commun1ty leaders in these four counties g§6 per-

cent), most of whom lived in towns, felt that improvement had been the

general experience of most people in their county than did the country

residents, and this favorable ‘point of view was most ofiten expressed by

heads and homemakers who had had more formal schooling and higher incomes,{
Nevertheless, the families living in the country 1n these counties

were as likely as the community leaders to say that the quality of life

as they had personally experienced it had’ improVed during the past decade

(57 percent to 56 percent respectively), and they were ohly somewhat less

llkely than .the residents of the towns (67 percent) to feel that their ,°

personal situation had 1mproved Among the country as well as the townt

. residents thase with more education and family incomé were more likely

to say that their own family situation had improved during the past

decade, ‘thHat they were more satisfied with current income, dnd that the

level of, "real" income was satisfactory. Thus, a perception of improve-

ment in quality of l1life has been common to most’ Reople throughout the / ' .

mountain area, although some were more able tdﬂéake advantage of changing
. opportunities and ‘more often felt that they ha&{benefited from them than
did others,* . - . i ';f‘»;" __— . -

The quallty of the physical env1ronment is one, aspect of; the quallty
of life abcut which there are sharp differences of opinion both among
persone living within the mountain area and outsldl it.. During the. past
decade the quality of the physical environment has béen affected by
factors working 'in opposite directions. Many communities have carried on
clean .up and community beautification campaigns and have improved solid ‘
waste disposal and sewage treatment, Higher levels of 1living, of course,

. Increase the_magnitude of‘these problem51 In the public mind, however,, |
perhaps the most‘serious,problem‘has been the increase in surface mining

and, to many, the resulting destruction of the physical environment

ey

5
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(Caudill 19703 Brooks, 1972), ;
More ‘'heads and homemakers felt that the quality of the physical enw
vironment had "gotten worse" than felt that it had "improved," thereby
' supporting the contention that the quality of the physical environment
is deteriorating. Respondents in the two c@untias where strip-mining
. was ‘most prevalent were somewhat more inclined to say that the direction
“ of change was for the worse than in the two counties which had 1little
strip-mining. But, overall half felt that there had been no chango‘ip
the quality of‘the physical environment, and more than half regarded the
current situation as "pretty good" or "very good," Thiswas the prevailing
view iﬁball the counties except Perry county, where 43 percent thought
//;:’ vthat it had not changed, and an equal proportion thought it had "gotten
worse”; only 41 percent felt that the current situation was "pretty .gopd" .
, or very good- . |
Opinion on what to do about surface mining is divided in these
counties because, while it adversely affects the environment, it also
" méans Jobs.and higher incomes, for many People these have a higher
priority. Consequently, in mid-1973 only 21 percentﬁwanted strip-mining
. abolished: 54 percent wantedtstrip-mining continaed hut under more - 4
stringent controls, and the remainder did not think any change was

necessary or had no opinion (Gabbard and Coughenour, 19?3)

Increased control is needed to avoid disastrous earth slides and
‘ to minimize, the destruction of Toads by heavy coal trucks, "The h1gher
& educatibn and income groups more often favcr[ed] the continuation of L ;_,

surface mining under stricter control, and.,.[ieré] less likely to want ’_
to prohihit it altogether"'(Gabbard and Coughenour, 1973). Preservation
of the environment was thé Tost common concern of those wanting -0 pro-
hibit surface mining. Jobs and other econgmic considsﬁations were im- N
portant td those who wanted surface mining continued with or without
stricter controls. It seems clear that mountain people are not_mﬁch
~concern d about the consequences of surface mining for esthetic appearances
or eColg\ical balance, Thelr views are shaped by the more immediate con-

cerns of safety and irncome security.- Thus, their interests, as they see ‘

them, are best served by programs that provide better control of the -
adverse effects of surface mining rather than. bv its prohibition.
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Several additional conclusions seem warranted from consideration of

the opinions about the direction of change during Lhe past 10 to 12 years.
First, with few exceptions. the weight of opiniOn’with respect to the
direction of change 19 quality of 1life parallels objective changes in *
these counties during the past décader or so, Second, in their ratings Tk
of the current situation, again with few exceptions, the opinions of '
these country.residents reflect standards of evaluation that extend beyond
thelr local area and encompass the nation. In this respect, the once /
distinctive mountain culture is provincial no more, The quslity of 1ife
‘which mountain people want and desire is similar to that of people in
Aother sections*of ‘the country. (See also Photiadis, l970a.)l

' Although this seems evident in nearly all their responses, the most
striking indication of a_point of ¥iew common to all Americans is in the
"head and homemaker assessments of their income situation. They had &
dual frame of reference, as do most people. On the one hand, with
" reference to their own past circq_stances they recognized ‘that family
_income now was much higher, as indeed it was, On- the other hand, .country
people were no more satiggied than they had been in the early 1960's with.
. their level of income and most were dissatisfied with their durrent in-

~come in "real" terms, i.e., the goods and ‘services which money pernits

,. one to obtain. Although the improvement in income levels has permitted v

them to acquire more goods ‘and services than in earlier years, the1r

desires 1n these ‘respects had expanded during the decade as did those

of people ‘elsewhere in the- United States. 'Mountain families .now desire

a standard of living compatible with that of the rest of the nation.
Csmparable with. aspects of the economic situation as a source of

dissatisfaction for these mountain families were aspects of governmental

‘and political affairs, Opinion about the relatively poor quality of

local government was closely related to similar opinion about the quality,

of politics and political parties (r=0, ORE

v

Ipearsonian correlations (r) abéve 0.50 generally are considered to
reflect a high degree of correlation for opinions_of the kind obtained
~ in this study, Correlatious between 0,30 and 0,50 aré of moderate size,
_while low, but statistically significant, correlations ryanged from 0. 15
to 0,30 for theSe/data. . . / o
. // , . o ¢ /
o / ) ) ) : ‘ . : '
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in tbese counties possessed a general and rather\broad attitude that ex-

' satisfactions, and this 1s true for opinions about the quality of 1life of .- -

-17- . v

The opinions of heads;and homemaker's about the quality of law enforcement
-were closely related %o how they felt about the tendency of people in the
county °to obey the law (r—O 57), and evaluations of the quality of 1life in ’
all four respects weré moderately related ﬂp’each other. That is, those -

who felt that the current situation|was poor in one of these respects tended

to feel-it was poor in the other respects also,  Thus, the country'families

pressed a lack of confidence in- and satisfaction with, their local. Dolitical .
institutions, and this contributed in a significant.way to their feeling of
the 10w quality oif life 1in the mountains, X% o | |
v It is a normal. human tendency for one's opinion about life in general
to-be colored by the number and importance of one's dissatisfactions or
country people in the mountains. Aspects of both the economic and political
situations were unsatisfactory to most country people in the mountains. ‘
-The significance of this combination of circuistances can be seen in R
thexrelationships of these sources of dissatisfaction with opinions about .
.tHe current situation and opportunities for poor people, young‘people,,“_ _
blacks, and the county as a place to live. Most heads and homemakers felt =~ - .
.that the current situation for poor people was satisfactory.. Nevertheless, .
‘their opinion in this respect was most closely related to how they felt
about real’ income and wages and salaries and less sq to their ratings of « '
the situation in the public and private- schools, which most ‘felt to be
generally satisfactory. Other aspects of the quality of life, which were

about the current situation for the poor, .’

> . ,.".

10por discussions of/pgiitics and government An Appalachia seé/;ager 51962)3
e

Laudill (1962), Le 72), Photi@is (l970b), Bethel (1972), Ball 1970b
and Weller (1966). iy _ T -
’ g N . - A .
‘ / : S -
v ' g ,/




-rgood Opinion regarding the current situation and opportunlties for

situation was strongly associated with agﬁneralopinion about the current

, . Were optimistic about¥2he county as-a place to live, but what-specific o @

N A

" to opportunities for education after the high school years, recreational

- -18- S
¢ R ) ° -

The feellngs of- country families about the situation and opﬁbrtunities
for young people, which most felt to be unsatisfactory (fair or poor)_ were-
most closely associated with thelr opinions about Job and recreational -
opportunities, and to a lesser degree, with the quality of local government,
public housing, wages and ‘salaries, and real income.11 Of these” six aspects
.of the quality of 1life only public housing and wages and salaries were re- . .
garded ‘as satisfactory by most people, p )

‘ Most respondents felt that the quality of life for blacks had improved

a

during the past decade- and that the situatidn now was pretty-good or very
- blacks was moderately associfted with the opinions of these respondents as -

opportunities, and real income. Post-high-school educational opportunities
were generally felt to, be, ‘much improved and generally sat1sfactory.at pre-
sent, This is the: only case in which: favorable opinlon apout the current

P

situation for particular types of people,

Most heads and homemakers in country areas of these mountaln counties

ing? One might have supposed that an optimistic attitude about llﬁe in. the
county would be stnongly assoclated wlith various aspects of life about which

aspects of the qualit sof 1life were most closely assoclated with this feelv /;/

public housi‘ ’ public utilities, roads and the like, However, this was

T

®

H The correlations of these aspects of quality of 1life with opinlon about -
the situation for young people ranged from O, 50 to 0, 24 '

| » Ry

i i

I ’ .
12There were «few'blacks in these counties in 1970--none:§.n Wolfe County / -
and only 3,5 percent of the total population in Harlan, Perry and Whitley
_counties, - Blacks were less numerous proportionately in rural areas o5
“percent im the three: counties wit\rany black population,. Thus the opinlons
about the situation of blacks are largely those. of yhites,
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not generally the case, Opinidn on the county as a place to llve was most

~ closely related to opinions&about the quality of golitics and political - .
parties, local govi; Vent recreational opportunities, public housing,
wages and salaries. nd-how they felt about the situation for poor people, ’
the young, and the elderly. 13 ‘Heads and homemakers generally held optimistic
attitudes only with respect to three of these eight aspects, i,e,, public
housing, wages and salaries, and the poor, Itﬁmight be concluded therefore,
that country families in the mountalms were geperally satisfied with the
county as a place to 1live despite thelr. dissatisfaction with the economic.
political and°other aspects of life. ’ .

. '+ MANYS €ONDITION IN éochTY .- . .

—

*
®

¢ Earlier it was noted that _most 'of' these heads and]homemakers felt des- _
,pairirg. hopeless, and apathetlc about man's cond1tion in society._ ThlS/. _;Ji
/ ‘was indicated in their responses to the Srole Anomia/Scale questions’ o o
// living only for today, the,uorsening lot of the average man, the poor ife .
// ' \writlng to public officials.lg It seems that opinion abOut these spects
//should be related tox
W

d that real income was poor, People who felt that itvwas unfair to

-~

r : Ed . ﬂ : *
i . . o

»

¢‘.’+ \f o \ ' ’
Sociologists ‘have come to regard an “agree" response to these items as
reflecting the individual's feeling of hopelessness?of despair rather

.than the psychological effect of anomie in society which Srole intended ——
(Meier and Bell, 1959; Nettler, 1957; Rushing, 1 —These Tive items

are moderately correlated and comprise. a scale, but the responses to the

individual items are.dealt with in this analysis as an aid invinterpretation.

— - . .
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! that real incomes were poor and that their own family situation had gotten
uorse dpring the past decade. . Those who did not know who to "count on"
(Iack Q trust) were similarly minded with respect to the unsatisfactory
sitUatiqn of real incomes, politics and political parties, their current
1ncomer the deterioration of their ‘own. personal situation during the past

. decadet and the sitpation.and opportunities for poor people.. The attitude /" >

\
»

~ that there was little use in writingrto public officials was associated 4

ui h, opinions that tHe. current situation was unsatisfactory for politics
-and poli ical parties, county,government and law enforcement and that their
own family situation had become worse duripg the past decade. Generalized

s1’uati@n and the deterioration id heir own. family situation during the
past deqade. . / : \ . ) ’

] 4& -19 3, as in/l96 the actual sociaf/and«economic 01rcumstances in
‘which the ;amily found/{// had the most impoqtant effect on their feol-"
1ngs of hopelesénessyand éééiair.a\Analyses '
/Studies have shown ‘that the moxe people are/égp

and apatpy, and this seems to be particularly
(CoIe and Zuckerman, 1964 Alleger, 1966; Cr
Moun/ain people with low- family income or i

‘ ﬂowever,-lt is not a simple re; tionshlp. Some people whose personal
social and economic circumstances are relat1vely poor do not have a strong
| de relfor a better life and- do not feel depr1ved of it, On the other hand,
///thize with a strong desire fo improve their circumstances may feel deprived
of ne essities regardless di

L

thelr current s1tuation. Thus, it is the,de- ’
sire to improve which pnoduces a feeling of deprivatlon that is assoc{ated

3

/////with despair and hopelessness (Crowden, 1970) o -

IAs Photiadis (l970a 13) has shown, the desire-of mountain people for

improvement is stronger now than ever before, It accompanies the actual

. /) ’ ‘-.:. \ ) - . .
o " . . -
(A ' . v e : J* i .
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*inprovement during the }960's'in,family incomes and levels of living.
\ . _

Although the Eastern'Kentucky‘families with lower oer capita incomes per ‘
. fanily more often felt..that they had to go without netessities or that their
. family situation had worsened during the past decade than those gith higher
per capit:/chomes, it is only among the higher per capita income group that
feelings f deprivation concerning the .necessities of life were associated
wi%h ﬁeelings of despair and hopelessness about man in society. By con-
trast, anong the lower per capita 1ncome families such feelings werelassoc- .
iated with Opinlons about the unsatlsfaccory situation with respect to county
.government politics and polit1cal parties, and law enforcement In other h
words, among the mountain poor, feelings of despalr were copnected to their-
oplnlons about the-polltlcal-bureaucratic situatlon rather than the lack of -
the necess1t1es of life as suche Although the sources of dissatlsfaction -
thus dlffer, the feelings of relative deprivatlon of the desirable ‘things

than a dk&cade earlier. Such at 1tudes ‘not-only often contr1bute to varlous

//// in life w Te greater and hopelessness and. despair somewhat more prevalent

maladagtive atterns of b avior . (Ball, 1970a), but’ also to unreallstlc

/// beliefs aboht the efficady of educational, politlcal, and economic in-
stitutions (Nelson andy ost, l97l; Ball, l970b;' Gabbard and .oughenour,
' /1973) / ' . / :

/

i Eanilies wlth adolescent children at home (Stage III were la est/in///
1973 as they had béen 1nﬂl2él_(lable 1). However,tStage II famfiies, those-

T

7young children,: 1ed the way in 1972, with the larg,st.median total in--"

come ($4,253 1’1 1960 dollarlehilP/the ola'ést/fq‘mll:t‘e's (Stge V) had—r ]
smallest incomes (éz 066), as they had in 1960 But on a per capita ba51s Y ‘ ‘
* ; “ working-age famlilies wlthout children (Stage I) had the most. favorable N
- 'financial Sifuation ($1, pio7 1in 1960 dollars) while families with adulf oo

. .7:.

- children at home (Sta%e IV) had by far the poorest in

.. per capita) @ '

“ Thegsmaller percentage of working aged 'famiygés ployed . igf

- \ "— ‘,~' . L b
v in 1973 than in 1961 wasﬁmalnldeue to th ‘oWer,pﬁa'ortions/é§'ﬁi“ oL r
/ e 7*“//)7/, , n
y . . - i / /v-:y] //l/ Ny \ . ) é"
J Y ~ ) ‘ e
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) families without children and those with adolescent children who were
mployed in 1973 (I, 56upercent IIT, 78 percent). The over—80 percent P
evel of employmené which characterized the firdt three stages id l9él i
was equalled in 1973 only by the hedds oﬁ families ‘with pre—adolescent ‘
ch ldren. Except for the heads of families with pre-adolescent children

f"’ﬂ

_ work ability is in the. higher proportions of heads: of these fzmili
obtaining early rétirement, while for hedds of familfés with adolescent i
- children- (Stage III) the differenc“e between 1973 and 1961 is primarily in
the larger Iroportion with limited disabilities. ," T
. Eﬁucational levels were higher in 1973-than in 1961 for heads of
families at all: stages of %he family life cycle (Table 1). The greatest
¢ increases in educational levels, owever. occurred among heads of families_
‘in the last two stagés (IV and V), but those in the’ first two stages had’
""the highest educational lévels in 1973, as shey h#ll in 1961, The latter

L\-relationship is consistent with the trend.to more schooling among younger

_age. groups ofétgp population. .

Although in 0verall terms male heads were not more inclined to
participate in formal organizations in 1973 than in 1961 and hqmemakers
. o, there was a marked change du;ing the ihtervening years in < _
In 1961, T

although Stages I and II
others tended to'belong/t
shift persists‘ -t may be 1ddre

cg:rticipation in the future.
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| Among the family—stage groups. heads of families in the ilrst two stages
- /zsyé most often engaged in farming or farm work in 1901, and they. led, the P

ay both in, moving out of farming and in increases ip the craftsmen and >

w " foremen and laborer groups betwéen 1961 and 1973. Stage I hea.d.sx of @orklng- .
age familids without children and Stage II heads of families with pre- ““
: 1‘4% ‘adolescent chi¥dren, which overall had the highest education. also were  *
VoA

‘the least satisfied with their Jobs in 1973 (Table lﬂ Heads of these ‘
" families were more” of ten dissatisfied with thelr chang¢es for advancement
the amount of money earned, and. retirement and other benefits than they had
been in 1961. P L v : - :
' By comparison with the early l960 s famillgs with post—adolescent
children and older families ‘without children (Stages IV and\y) weré the

pri ipal heneficiaries of the improvement in recent years in Social

Scurity and other retirement programs, In 1973 59 percent and 96 percent e
of ‘the Stage IV and V, familles, respectively. received income from these , ' '
sources--an increase of about 30 percent over l96l in_each case The
earlier retirement of working-aged people also is reflected 1n the inc¢rease
from 13 percent to 45.percent during the intervening -years in heads of Stage |
1 families without children who receivdd Social Security and retirement
income, In 1973 more “of the older families without children (25 percent)
receivedincome on investments than in’ 1961 (4 percent), and a higher pro-"
'portiondéf families at all stageS‘of the life cycle, except the last, were
recelving some form of government welfare in 1973 than in- 1961, In this
. respect low income families at”all stages of the family life cycle have
henefited from the expansion in various kinds of social welfare programs
%/// during the 1960's, although more of those at’ the end of their working life
have received benefits, Moreover, most families have more alternatlve =
sources of incbme than before, - : ‘ o4
In the material aspects of living, older families without children,\
§Stagea¥9/hadftheﬁmost spacious quarters in 1973 as in 1961. while those
families at all stages with children at home were the most crowded, but
the fmproved/most owing to- having;fguef“%ﬁildren in the latter year, L
" Families did not differ much in the possession of most duraﬁ;e>eonsumer —
goods and household conveniences. but-in 1973 the older families least

. often had an automobile, central heating, or a television set} families

with/pre-adolescent/children least oft had a telephone ?r home freezg;;,, T

"
’/ . For’ the most Zi;})famiIies 4t all stages in the family life cycle shared in .
- [:R\f:/// the general—a nce’ imlevels of living. . ) ’ —

A FuiText provided by Eric -
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In 1973 there was aggeneral relatg%nship betweenafamlly Mncome per 4

S
capita and both the felt. satisfaction-dlssatisfactlon with family income

and the belief ‘of heads and homemakers that they were unable tosacquire \
the necessities of:living. Nevertheless, although families differed by
stage of the life cycle *in per caplts income neither the héads nor the
'homemakers,differed by stage of the family 1ife cycle inyyhe extent of
their satisfaction with family lncome or the belief that they cou&d not -
,““ acquire necessities. In thelr perceptions of change in their own ﬁamily
situation ‘during the past decade, familigs in the f1rs$ three stages of JW
, the familyulife cycle were more likely toy say- thatstheir s1tuation had ;
_timproved th&n\were families'in the last two‘gt;ges.‘ The perception.of“_ f},;;
aR change during the decade was only somewhat relatdd to current family |
é&re, ‘the. absencem‘ ‘
ektypes of- families tends . ;

'-'income ner capita. As® was evident iwdfééi, tzgh

major differences inadissatisfactions among t

to parallel the lack of systematic and major differences in the pOsSession\ ) o

of the conveniences of living, rather than current. income differences.,,
y Moreoveg, although individuals dif\efed in their expressions of -
hopelessness and despalr about the nature of soclety, these dffferences
were not related to. the stage in the fami;y life. cycle which they occu- -
pied These types of families’ also differeg relatively 11ttle in their ,
general opiniods of the direction of change during the past decade for

N

poor people, young“people, 0ld people, and the dounty,as a place to llve .
as well as in their ratings of *the . current situation. ' ®
In ‘their opinions about the directlon of change for specific aspects

of the quality of 1ife listed in Table 2 most of the differences among

X respondents by family 1life cycle stage are relatively'small and not :
statisticaﬂ@y significa@t The exceptions are for wages and salaries, o
ﬁal income, and job opportunities, which: Stage V- heads and homemakers. |
more often felt had improved than did those in other stages of the‘family
life o) cle. Moreover, with tﬁb exceptions, respondents at different familyg
1ife cycle stages-tended to,be alike in their assessments of e, current
situation._ The exceptions are with respect to‘real incomeu which older
respondents without children (Stage V). most ofsen regarded as pretty good

very" good, and -the current,situation and. pportunities in’the pblic

schools._ Y n‘.
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" It is apparent that the opinions about the direction 9f change in
Jobs and income during the past decade or so were shaped somewhat by, family
situation,- Older families without child¥en (Stage V) who were ndt in the
labor. force and who more often derived <income from transfer payments
were more inclined to view changes in the income and Jjob s%tuations N

ptimistically than those who were more dependent onfearned income, In
gensral, the- improvement in welfare progranms during .the l960's seems to

have come closer to meeting expectatipns of mountain people, whether/’r

not they received welfare income, than\have the improvementésin Job op-

:,

*/portunities and wages and salaries, N .

E Finally, although many schools have consolidated and educatio :,a*f" B
R D
ograms at all levels,have been improved in the mountain areas during the

u

primary and secondary -schools are still much below the standards
?in other parts of“th }country, especially those in the larger urban centers.;
Although these famil es did not differ in thelr assessments of the direction
"of change® in school systems in the mountalns, families without children,_
both the young and the old (Stages B and V), tended ‘to rate the currents-
‘situatiOn and opportunities in the public schools optimistically (35‘per-
cent in each- case rating very good) By contrast tec heads and homemakers.
at: other stages, those\With pre-adolescent children were more moderate
in their assessments. of the school situation and opportunities, eOnly
15 percent rated them -as - very good, and none rated the opportunities as
poor, The most probable explanation is that the different opinions of : ,
Stage II heads and homemakers is shaped by their more immediate experiences\\\\\
with the elementary schools, R _ , -
- . sumMary . ¢ -

State,and federal programs during the 1960's, along'with,outfmigration _
- and reduced birth rates, resulted in substantial improvement in the material
cdnditions of life of country famiIies living in the Cumberland Plateau.of
Eastern Kentucky. Incomes increased, although many remain.in poverty. Nearlv
~all rely on nonfaym sources of earned income or iticome supplements from e ire-‘
ment - and governmental Prograns, Levels of*edhcation and liv1ng have improwed,
although they do not equal those elsewhere in the nation, Through improved
‘roads and an incréase in telephones, radio and teIevisiOn, countfy people now
are much better connected with on—going affairs of the larger society. And,
_ there 1s some bagis for optimism that in the future mountain’ people,

27_
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who until now have belied the notion of Americans as a nation of‘"Joiners "
\

’ may“begin to seek ‘and suppofrt formally organized neans of expressing

their needs and attaining desired ends,
" . Families at all stages of she life cycle have ‘shaxed for tHe most NG
part in the -advances in’ material trelfare despite’ differences in family ‘

+ -

income per/gapita., Indeed, most heads and homemakers felt that the quallty

of life of most peo le had improved——especially so for blacks and the poor,
“\But, in their opinion ‘the current situation remains unsatisfactory for both-
the ydung and the elderly.‘ With respect to, their own family situation inl973
.-A:, compared th a decade earlier. working—aée\families\and those with young
© o or pre—adolescent children tended to feel that their- family~situation was
h -.better“ncw———Q&def’headseand homemakers most of'fen. felt that their own famlly
" "~ situation was Worse, : N ee— ’ .

' Aspects of the distinctive family life cycle situations of these families
seem to have affected their opinions about the direction of change and the
.,current situation in general only with respect to-job opportunities, real
income, and the public schools, And in,general, as might be expected, the
better educated and those with higher incomes were more opt1m1stic about

most aspects of the current situation than those whose circumstances were

e

less satisfactory in these respects. o ..

"In their attitudes about ‘most aspects of the polltlcal and economic

: situation and- of ‘man' s conditlon in 'society in general most ¢ountry pécpie
expressed considerable dissat1sfaction., This was so despit§§:h€”cbnslde~able

.. improvement in economic respects, which most had enJoyed andXrecognized .
It seems evident that for many countxy famllies wlth moderate 1ncomes. the d"
'feelings of hopelessness and despalr were associated with thebrapid“expanslon "‘
in desires and aspirations which accompanied. rising- levels of income and - L .

diving. For heads and homemakers with lower indomes, such feelings more

pr

often were condected to opinions that "government" and Ypolitics J'were e e

unsatisfactory, and were responsible for their d1ff1cult1es. In consequence,e’

the general~diSsatisfaction with man's condition in society in the early . R

1970's wis more widespread than it had been a decade or so earlier. o . f4:1 :
"_- . T < .0:

A o) . T
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Table 1 SELECTED CHARACTERIsTICS OF FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
] ' ' IN FOUR EASTERN KENTUCKY COUNTIES™ °
BY LIRE CYCLE STAGE, 1960-61 AND 1972- (?
e .\\\\\ﬁfnfLr LIFE CYCL;\STAGE***
YEAR I I I1X Iv V. TOTAL
\ ) A . - . ) N . . ." » . ~
Family 1life - -, 1961 12 (e N\ 21 32 21 100
cycle stage 10 | . ‘ ‘ s
(percent): 1973 18 6 2 zq e5 100
) Median size of £ 1961 N\ 2.5 . 5,0 5.9 5.3 2,k b1+ ~
Household: - 1973 2.4 <« k3 N\ 4.8 b6 . 2,30 3.
- N e .
: Median years of, 1961 8,3 8.5 8.2 6.6 6.3 7,00
— schooling (eoin): 1973 - 8.6_ 9.5 8.2 8.3 8.3 8.3\
Median family 1960 -- $1 ‘ $5111 $2200 $1765 $1167 $1675" .
income: . 1972%.  $338 $4253 $3949  $2633 $2066 $3380.
Median per capita - 1960 $ 853 $ 4§0 $ 419 $ 410 - % 719 $ 55}\\
income: N\ 197 $1477  $1116 $1194  $ 701 $1187 $1058 -
Percent male heads N ' | , L
A mployed full or N - 1961 81 - 88 83 64 9 65
: Ntime: 1973 §{+ \ 84 . . ‘77 57 . P 56
Percent ma%;leads : ‘ \ \ - . ‘

" under age 65 fully . 1961 74 3 96 71 -- 79 -

i 'a.ble‘to work?: }973 " 65 90 : 78 o 62 - 3 o
Job satisfaction -1961” ' ~',92 Re7) 83 83 - ;&
(males): | v 1973%% 67 o 67 & vy 750
_Percent on hard- 1961 ks 38 o33N\, 39 - ko .
sn;faced road: 9B 79 Lo..m6. ..+ 8L 80 " 78 79
Medq\a rooms .per  1961¥ ‘ 2 5. 1.0 1‘.b. . .1.2» - 3,0 1.3 -
person. . 1973 5. 1.3 1.3 - 1.3 . 3.0 1.7

' T \\ (Continued) o ~ T /
o

\*" ’ 1972 income, and per capita income in 1960 dd%
P Percent of 12. different aspects of a person's Jjob w for each
(aspect 75 percent or more of:the employed are satisfied.

xRk Stage: I- Working-age families without childr\a (Head undexr age 60)
' : II - Families with pre-adolescent -aged children only = - _

¥

_ 'III - Families with adolescent children,with none older -
N 1V - Families with post-adolescent aged children,with or with=

"33 '~ out other children
R

n}der families without children (Head aged 60 or over)
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!

| Percent withXinside 1961

Table 1 (Continued) \\\

4
!

. FAMILY LIFE CYCLE STAGEX*x
. ~ A .

\jf\‘\m 11

Y[«:Ag
1961
.0 1973

1961
1973

- Percent with
automobile:

f%rcent withngas
or electric range:

Percent

N 58 65 ' 45
71 e
91 | . - 88

77

e 16

machines?
\

qucentjﬁit

home freezer: 1973

1973

1961
1973

1961
1973

1961
1973
1961
1973

1961
11973

- v
Percent with weekl}\ 1961

newspaper: $\Q2Z?

flush to

 Percent with bath
or showert’ :

Percent{ﬁith
central heating:

Percent with
telephone:

Percent with
radio:

Percerit with
TV:

1961

Percent with daily
- 1973

newspaper:

. - '
48 o . 138

26
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, — I Al
. "N ' FAMILY LIFE CYCLE STAGE*** |
. T : . : e T i
ITEPL( YEAR I II  III~ Iv Vv TOTAL
Percent male heads . s : .
~ feellng income 1961 3 5 . 32 41 37#‘ 34
" unsatlsfactory: 1973 | 28 gsb ‘ 36 - 38 23 33
Percent hdﬁéhékers : | \\ C _ A
. Teeling income 19__61//r 10 T35 37 25 39, _ .30 E
unsatisfactory: 1973 .28 - 23, .\x_ 33 .+ 28 28 < 28 3
L . . e ‘ S
Percent male heads R : ‘ ' s, SV
"who feel they gan't 1961 39 .. 59 55" -l 33 ke
afford necessities: 1973 -~ — 55 60 65 . Lk 59 o560
: : T Ty S T —
Percent homemakers - : : 7_&; : :
. who feel they can't 1961 L 38 . 3 - 26 33.. . 28
afford necessities: 1973 L8 53 49 ‘ L7 ') 52
Percént male headg N : L
‘not member of - 1961 50 75 61 50
197 \ 63 ~ 40 . 51 53
1961 66 )
N 1973 " 50 L2




Table 2 o OPINIONS OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS AND HOMEMAKERS IN FOUR . ' A
EASTERN KENTUCKY COUNTIES CONCERNING THE DIRECTION :
OF CHANGE IN QUALITY.OF LIFE ASPECTS IN THEIR GOUNTIES
IN ‘THE PAST 10 YEARS, AND THEIR RATING OF THE CURRENT
SITUATION AS TO EACH ASPECT, 1973

N . o

ko -

T

QUALITY OF LIFE' - DIRECTION OF CHANGE: RATI\«G OF CURRENT SITUATION: - )
FOR (OR WITH * GOTTEN REMAINED - VERY ° PREITY .. :
"RESPECT ‘TO): *~ °~ IMPROVED WORSE  SAME GOOD, . GOOD FAIR  PQOR
° ¢ T - R . o . t

" - - — - ‘_ . &5\-:__ P
Most peoplg \ S . S / ) L
(in general) . - = 63 2 17 Lt a- Lot D e e
. ® . . . ) . N Y , B
Poor people . Vi 8. 18 ' 9 bs. 35 . 11
Young people et s U2 20 | 38“A .f3 . 26—\\\' 23 - L8,
. 01d people T TR 12 b2 7 33 Y 29 31

A ‘ L Lo . s )

Negroes (blacks)" ‘ + .56 - 11 33 13 49 23. .15
Physical envivonment : 19 31 50 TR R 19
- - ¢ - ) L ’ 2 . 0.‘\ | - ! . o i . ) - j
‘Wages and salar ‘ 79f’/’ 3 8 -8 50 Co3k 8
"Real” income | 26 , B2 35 1. W3 - 32
- . , » o L3 N s E . ‘ . I ~—
Job opportunities wp 26 27 "3 26 26 - b5
. . ] - , v - . N L
Agriculture and land use - 40 - 33 . 27 5 . 36 33 26
‘ e -t : T . X B . ' |
Public schools oomp 2 o 29 s8_ . 16 . 7
Post high" schbold// e \ o . o e :
. education opportynities “»79\ 5 16 .23 . 52 17 . 8

Medical care and servlces

Welfare programs -

. N
Transportation and
roads Yoo ®

Public utﬂioties
Pﬁblic‘housihg

b

Politics and political

LY

s21 52

” N B NI - . o N

(continueds\\\\\
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s Table 2 (Continued)g

-

N . . - - 6 T . . . r
B . ) 3 # - v o
QUALITY OF LIFE DIRECTION OF CHANGE: . RATING OF CURRENT SITUATION:
M FOR (OR WITH - GOTTEN ~REMAINED ,VERY  PRETTY S
RESBECT TO),:' : TMPROVED = WORSE =~ SAME -~ GOOD- GOOD - FAI POOR
a i -~ . » . >-;
. ﬂ - A *a
’: ) e N * .
Law enforcement . 20 38 L2 . 2. 27 31 Lo
/ ) . 7 N ‘ . : ™~ ;
Obedience to’laws 20 38 b2 ¥ 3 % 26
: - 0 '. 4 % B
- Religion o - 36 16 4. - 22 L8 22 o8
f Recreati onal J S | . . . T
opportunities \ LF5 T 7 - 48 6/ + 30 29 !ﬁ ;
+  County as a place o S S P R o
to live " 58 9 33 , 23 b7 - 28 - - 6
-~ .= not available-no{;f é.sk;ed IO \\ — . |




