r | . ; ) L v ey R ’ i

..u"

BD 125 757 " | L . e ES 008 651
TITLE . Sharin Caring. . L
INSTITUTION Children's Bureau (DHEW), Washlingtor, D.C.
* . REPORT ' NO ,”,»nazw OHD 76~ 30068 . '
* PUB DATE 37 P ' . <
ROTE . 39p.

AVATLABLE FROH Superlntende of Documents, J. S. -Government
;\-” Printin fice, Washington, D. C. 20402 . (DHEW
ation No. (OHD) 76- 30068) i

- * > /
"EDBS‘E CE  MP-$0.83 HC-$2.06 Plus Postage. . e
,D- RIPTORS *Child Advocacy; *Childhood Needs; *Child Welfare;
.** T Costg; *Foster Children; Foster HomsS’ Health
- 7 Services; legislation; Social Respbaﬁxblllty. *Social

::7 (J,z//“ww Services; ‘Student School Relationship; ‘'Volunteers
" U ABSTRACT : :
This booklet was prepared by the Natlonal Action for

Fostdr Children Conmmittee to disseminate information abdut the plight

of foster children, what needs to be doné to help them, and ‘how .
individyals can help. An overview of the current foster care .
p situation is presented followed by brief discussions cf: (1) costs of = -

foster care, (2) responsibilities delegated by law,. (3) problems of
foster care, (4) the need for more foster homes, (5) problems of
providing health care for foster children, and (6) school problenms.’
Suggestions are presented on a variety of things that 1né1v1duals can
do to help improve the foster care situnation and sqme “sources for ¢ ,/’“
*further. 1nformatlcn are;provided. (JMB)

********************#****a**************;******************************
* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal ynpublished

* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *
*'reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
* yia the 'ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
* *
K *
* *

responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductlons
supplied by* EDRS are the best that can be made from the oxriginail.

*****#**#****************i*******************#******:****************
v

.
, .
- 7
o . . I .
/ . \ _ .
X .
.

¢t




. - " I e
' L4} L, ~'3 .
u's dEPARTMENT OF"S,EA_‘L’(N L )w/,
EDUCATION § WEAFARE . / 1
o NATIONALJHSTITUTE OF -3 " //»/~ .
. 59 YION .0 , .
Tris DOCUMENT nAS BEMR REPHO
LOULED EXACTLY a5 REFL VEDIFROM o~ N
THE PERSON OR QRGAJMIAIONORIG N - ..
ATING 1T POINTS O EN GR 0P (NIONS R —
STATED QO NOLAECESSARIL Y REPRE T .

e

>

SSAXEN NN

. SENTOFFICIAYRATIONAL INSTITUTE OF &
/EOUCAYIO?{}'Y'ON OR PQLICY s

“

-
gttt

\ e




Who cares what happens
to foster children?

There are, indeed, many
gicated people including citizen
volunteers, foster parents and
al workers who streteh their tim
talents and the resources
hat thev have available to them.

But they are too feuw.
making do with too little.

The need for the third voice,
the citizen adrvecate, to join with
social worker and foster parent
supporting and in speaking out

on behalf of these children |

is of crucial importance.
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e Many pg ple are ,ya,gweff aware that foster children do ~
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Dxa you k’now ‘that tho‘usand& orf Amencan children s
need your help? They come m-all sizes - from afew S

._days’ old. to ¥tyears. .They come in‘all olTs & black
Whlte fed, brown, yellow- you name,xt They’ve ‘beeri
neglectéd abuséd or become the innocent casuaIf:les of

< o thieir Qarents’ or other, adu}.ts’ acclde‘nts,. ullnesses, Or...

e other acts of cémmissions and ormsslons They»are’no ’

- longet an mtegral part o!;' their 6wn fiatural farhilies and ;
myst depend on others o' progide thé support and’

v security’ so, vital to a ¢hild’s healthy ~growthy - Thexr "

T3 .
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X exxst an assume thatﬂ;uvenﬂe courts and 1nst1tutions o

,ahd foster homes are, dpmg all that needs to be done *
But that, ls not ‘enough. These, minor children aré the . '
" wards, of soclety, the respons:bxhty and concern of all ’
Cadult cltlzens Whether tHey grow up to be xesponsible, . -
i:onstructwe cltlzens or negative drains on society de- ‘¥
. pends in large part on the qualfty of care they recewe' '
along the way to atlulthood . '
I -
it Thls 1s why in many. commumtles throughout the na-
tion ordmary citizens are becoming citizen advqcates ,
“for foster children, Under the leadership of the Chil- ¢
dren’.s' Bureaiy, ‘Office of Clrild Development whlch for
more ‘than "50 years has" c'ﬁampxoned the causes and : N

Y

) ughts of dependent children in the natlon, the National *~ . - -

Actlon for Foster Children- was fprmed NAFCisavol- < -. Y.

. ’: untary orgamzatlon, which oggrates with, the-approval | - 3

and techmcql assxstancg of the Ch:ldren S Bureau, in the |
s L3

.
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Office of Child Develgpment/Oftice of Himan Develop-

O .

ment. - The NAFC commlttee is composed of leaders ) ' ot
in organizations which are.concerned about children, . -
- about civic and social problems, or about the*handl- L
- . capped; all are involved in doing. somethmg to -rmprove ..

. * ptoblem situations. - Local Attion Afor Foster Chrldren .
Comm1ttees, also- with the encouragement of the Chil- ".° .
~ en’s~BureaIr hav.been forming in Vvarigus 01t1es.and «
s _towns. Already this. grass-roots citlzens moveinent, .
’ . ‘which has been developmg since 1972,.has been dom,g .
thmgs Yo improve the lot-of foster ‘fatmly children at .
.the local level, hut there’s room for mote,.much more
lmprovement and e'xpansron of 'efforts L. . .o

- ¢ -
I.\f‘ - H]

v The purpose of this Booklet is to, tell, yo’h about foster
children -- about their plight; about the responsrblhtres
. that society Aas assumed for them, about'the pr blems~ . .
- of caring for thém and why you are. flesded td .help. ** *«
.YOU DON*T HAVE-TO BE A FOSTER! PARENT9O ° ;'.,Q _
) HELP A FOSTER CHILD, as the NAEC slogal} says, _ .
e and thls booklet will §how°what some others dre domg a ¥
~ to heIp and will point the way toward what you can db R
in yOur commumty, in your State.”". I ; LY .

A
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-~ . ’Blgaere are several other publicatlons, referred to in fhrs 5
; booklet which may be helpfu,l to ‘you in detenmmng'
_— “standards of foster caré, in ‘becommg aware, of thle foster - .
“ ¢ family childrei’s problems in your commumty, andin - °
" .- doing something "td alleviate the problems, such' as . -."
o formiifig Anz AFC committee. For r_publicationg which . . .
“~—  may be obtained from the Children’s Bureaf! wiitete T o
. Bealrice_L. Garrett, Children’s Burehu, Office of Chlld -

‘, : -Development, P.0O. Box 1182, Washington, D.C. 20013.0 &~
The publication on Comprehensrve Em‘ergency Servlee's,,,‘ e s
~ " may also be had by writing to the National. Center for - T

Comprehensrve Emergency Setvices for -Children in o ’,.
)t Cnsrs, 320 Metro- *‘Howard Bulldmg, 25 Mjddleton .
.~‘.f" + 7 “Street, Nashvrlle, Tennessee 37210 (615) ’Z47~43’14 > “-_
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after \her father, so he explained, was holding the baby
when\a rug slipped from undér him causing him to grab
her légs to keep from dropping her o1 her head.

Robbid is an 8-year-old loner but not by choice. His un-
wed méther was unable to care for him and surrendered
him for adoption after his birth but a congenital heart
eonditidn put this child in the hard-to-place classifica- .
tion, anil so he was relegated to an institution. Even-
tually he was sent to a State school though he would in.
all probjbility respond to a home environment. He’s
quiet, ngat, has a speech problem, sometimes trying to -
talk too |fast and enjoys watching sports on television.
“Wouldnlt it be great,” he said slowly one day, “to have
some guy| take a boy like me t6 a bowling alley?”

other was jailed for druntkenness, then, when
e Hysterical, was also booked on a charge of

gan to deyelop more 1n31ght into her mother, who; had-
had an unhappy, insecure childhood, and her cu{-rent \
problems.| As the so&&-mﬁﬁwo\.“ﬂ%n
pressures jmount up everyoné has to ha\m\‘m\ .
whether it’s. buying a new dress or playing ball or,_ like_
Betty’s insecure mother, turning to alcohok One day ~
Betty expressed the thought that, if her mother as a
child had thad the love and understandmg care that she
7/ T ——,—
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. Jean, Robble and’Betty are all typical of the ch,gdren -
ranging in age from a few.days to 18 years -~ w e
placed in foster- homés all over the country when they ™

. cannot be cared for in their own homes by their

- natural parents, .

THE 'OYVERVIEW )
Children ¢ome into foster &re either when the juvenile
court decides that a child must be.placed away from

_his or her parents, at Ieast\temporanly, or when the
parents have asked for help because théy cannot care
for the child., In a small percentage of cases, the child
has had difficulty¥with the law and may be considered
delinquent. But most of the children are the victims of
circumgtances their parents cannot- cope with, such as

physmal or mental illness, marital conﬂlcts aICOhohsm,

’ drug addlctlon orxétardatlon
These childrén represent the same range of potential as
other children. They are, or can bécome, attractive,
lovable and assets to the commungty Their avefage age
is about 10 years. They become responsibilities of the
communlty and titen what happens to them? Too often
parental neglect is replaced by community neglect - out
of sight, out of mind, and let someone else bear the
‘brunt of nurtunng these unfortunate children.

Our chlldren, it is often said, are our coun}l ’s greatest
resource -- the promlse of the future - so let’s examine-
how society is doing its job by these dependent chxldren(
whose own family-home situations have failed them and
who now must rely on strangers and the State to see
\then} through.

b
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Fourv out of every 1, d60 Ehﬂ”dren in the U.S. are foster
children and some_ 350,000 ’of these gre no ster

Jhomes, = Others now v institutionalized mcludmg many
Bandlcapped ones, would develop bettgr in foster famlly .

homes if they had the opportumty

Who cares what happens to foster children? There are,
indéed, many dedicated people mcluding citjzen vol-
unteers, foster parents and §0Q1al workers Who stretch
thelr t1me, talents and the resources that they have
availdble to therm But they are too few, makmg do
_ with too little. The need for the third voice, the citizen

advocate, to join with the social worker and foster

parent in supporting.and in speaking 6ut on behalf of
these children is of crucial i‘inportance .

These foster children constltute a sizeable number, of all

races, religions and «cultural heritages, yet in ways they
are invisible and -voiceless. Why? Because they’re un-
‘derprivileged, unorganized and under age -- too young

counts and, minors, to speak for themselves. Their
rights are proteeted and pushed oily as far as the adults
who become their tes are successful. « ° 6

The classic 19th century study by Homer Folks, The
Case of Destitute,*Neglected and Delmquem Children -- vital
reading for anyone interested in the history of child
welfare in(America -- clearly recognized .that the coun-
try’s destiny depended on the destiny of its children.

Folks believed that all children possessed the potential

for useful citizenship and that' the more the country
invested in time, money, energy and education on its
children in need, the greater would be the returns from

the investment. Folks thmkmg was hght years ahead of

his tlme L

. ‘ A

' Today, society at least pays llp serV1ce to its respon51
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- the problems of their

families cannot care for them, perhaps temporarily,
often permanently. But beyond token words, do most
citizens know how soclety s responsibilities -- their re-
sponsibilities -- are being met*in regard to these chil-
dren? Most people would be gehuinely concerned, if
the problems of these helpless children were called to

"~ their attention -- not swept swiftly aside.

Mast pebple care what happens to children - and
Amencans have a history of helping the underdog but
it’s easy to be bitten by the “Let:George-do-it” bug.
Some don’t care - in fact, in- a«ﬁerverse way, some
people seem to feel that foster children are tainted by
g%%.rents whether“alcoholism or
welfare status, and should be grateful for whatever
crumbs are tossed their way from ah affluent society.
One man, told that it cost more than $5 000 a year for
. a foster child to be cared-for in a State 'institution, ex-
clalmed‘ “I could send my son to-Yale for'that moneyw

but % afford it --.it’s"all I can do to send him to a
‘State urti d he has a part-time job.”. .

L ® N ™~ . - B

The majority of these fos ildren areh}‘less pawns

. in a cruel situation, the chlh}re paren?s who have
l'fen sucked .under by defeating circuinstarides -which
ey were unable to control constructlvely Their chil-
ch;eh sexve a better break rather than be doomed and
cende to ;epeat “the “cycle, of despair that, un-
_checked, e at_another generation. The dark side
of the pxctufe is that neglected juveniles can create a
Jungle the streets now and become a.drag ori society
Jin their adult -years. The brlght side of the picture
should.. appeal to the ecorxomy—mmdled -as well as to
- those ‘for whom the chief concern is the child’s best

mterests. For most foster chlldren, including the handi-_

capped, the most effective eare, hoth in cost effectlve-'
“ ness and in humamtanan tetmns, is foster famﬂy services.

a °l_'v‘\u‘
. .
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bility for minors who are abused, ‘neglected, or whosé

-

™




“a
-

N w

\. \ . ~ . ;

h B\it the ptoblemé of. foster family care multiply with in-

a‘txon and, in fact, some families can no longer afford
care “for children for whoth the reimbursement rates
were never sufficient to cover costs, but whose affection
and concerm for children was conmdera”bly laxger than
thexr pocketbooks .

. e
-

T}us booklet is intended for those.who have a compas-
sionate concern, not just for these less fortunate than-
themselves in general, but specifically for rudderless °
dependent, children for whom society must step in and
e on-the responsibilities of the child’s famﬂy For
nly by logking at the entire picture and seeing the gaps
b tween geals and performance can 6ne Jlearn what yet




THE HIGH COST OF CARING N

The cost of caring, in foster families as i natural
P familieg, is only one part of the complex foster\famrly
situation, andthe amount o‘f money that society 1n-
vests constructively in these children now'is far less --
even at its costliest ideal - than.the later price of per-

haps mamtammg people in juvenile détention hdémes,, -
\ mental hospitals and jails. .

I

the entire adult bopulation and should not fall Just on
the foster parents and the social worker who is the link
with the social-setvice-agency-- Theﬁotennal:otthese:—
minors ranges from outstandingly high to distressingly
low, depending on how the particular child is. nurtured.
The ‘éncouraging note: most of these foster children,
- many of whom suffer physical handicaps, mental retar-
dation, behavioral problems or traumatic hangups re-
| lated to their backgrounds, respond well when good re-
>\ soutces are brought into play on then- behalf One way
. that AFC committees can exercise a vital role is by en-
' couraging various organizations in the community to
© T e help foste): children in their own way. ‘

, ~f'i.‘\ o s '
o \‘»Ri SP()\SIPII II‘HS bE LI&(: \H D WY I‘\W

Xv The responsxbrlxty of aiding these children belongs o

N L du t whgt are the respdnsxbrlltres, delegated by law to
o, th ‘social service agencies, that society has dssumed for
these chrldren we have descnbed" . . s

PR Y

isary placement of children outsrde their own
L s ‘when family crises occur ‘and; when temporary
» » placement is necessary, to aid and constructively sup-

portithe natural parents inr estabhshmg therr Bome on

AN
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® When jt is ‘necessary to ;')lace a child, there is the
responsibility : of placing the youngster with. a good ‘ -,
. foster fatnily suited to his individual needs and to re-
" turn the child to his natural family, under improved *
condrtmns within a »reasonable ‘time.

o, en reestabhshment of the home._is not possible, _ ‘
there i§ the responsrbrhty of trying legally to free the
child for adogtron either by obtammg the parents’ legal
// * relinquishment or by obtammg the eourt’s termination
R of parerfal rights, If ‘this is rot possible within a rea-
g sohable time; a writte agreement should be drawn up
so that the child will grow up in a suitable permanent
foster honie which will kontinue to be related to and

. ‘supported \)y the social fervice agency.

B j

’_, / .8 .

\ ‘/ . PROBLEMS OF FOSYER CARE
. R

~

ow. welI gﬁe these responslbxhtles to foster children !
ho ‘are wards oF-the community being’éarried out? 1
The dnswer.can be summed up: not well enough w1th
© few resources.

o st too few States or communities are set up to,
X« Amxly crises with emergency or protective serv-
ices aﬁmed 3 ¥ keaping, children i their own homes -,
. -father \an takmg them out 6f their homes and placing
them ®igewhere either on a short- or long-term basis.
One tha# has: Nashvrlle, Tennessee, where a Compre-
A _hensive Emergency Services system copes with family
prqblems round the clock will be discussed later.

4

N ) Secm)d/ly, social service agencles are understaffed
. _ mainly ‘because of madequate funds, in most .areas,
while excesswe workloads do not allow time to. _work
© with the natural parents ta ﬁelp them reestablish their
‘home, on a better basis, § $o that they can cope as parents
and have their children returned home.®Studies in four

;.n




_States — Massachusetts, Californi®, Iowa and Arizona, - **
made in 1972 and 1978 - indicated that-less than 30
ildren and the s6cial service staff
ha¥e - meaningful “contact with’ the-natural parents. .-
There is gross néglect of both the child’s and his natural’
parents’ ri and_also of the needs for the_-chi —
is familial root§ ~ no matter how warped
ay be - “unless e has been permaneritly trans-
ots to take the placé of the old *
roots the child will become stunted
iftually crippled by emotional starvation. .

i
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defeated in life-they simply can’t inipro
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This lack of contact with tlien' childreiii
by the natural parents though f{xey can

responsibilities of caring for ildren themselves.
ave been so beaten down and

However most of. . )
F the situation,
Unfortunately it is sometimes easier for b\
ice staff and foster parents’to ignor the . natural
parents - usually with the well-meaning mtentmn that
it is best for the child, but actually in total disregard
for their legal and moral responsibilities.

Q Another drawback imposed by the excessing work-
"“loads is that tF\e:re is nét time to train others. This situa-
tion is usually ompounded by. a lack of oney to em-
* ploy more social workers and paraprofessionals or to re-
cruit-and train volunteers who might be able to assist in
a number of ways, such as driving foster, children to the
doctors or to tutor a-child who is behind in grade. Nor
i there time to give special education sessm for foster
parents who frequently néed guldance and |training in’
coping with ‘the children’s problems, deprivations, cul-
, tural hentages and emotional reactions which may be
hexghtened or distorted becaude of traumatic -back-

parents and bemg more aware O'I their probléms, too.
. THE NE'ED FOR MORE FOSTER HOM \S ) ‘

*

searching .for and screening -more prospectwe foster
homes, -which-areé desperately needed in*most communi-
ties, Ideally,.jt should: be' possible to choose between
one of several foster homes, picking the one best su1ted

for that partlcular child when the need arises. In most o
cases it might 'bé preferable to place a child in a foster LR
home. with ah ethmc or cultural background sumlar to .

<«

L

‘18’

* a

carry out the” -

oth soclal servs ..

‘ ! ..
®  Lack of time also severely hampers.the staff from
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"' - his own.. In practice, though, it’s quite another thing
and sometimes a social worlger.:n is fortunaté to have even| .%
“ oné fostér home available in the cgmmunity. :

. Children with handicaps are’alSo usually hard to place
and there’s too little time to sesk out those “special
people who will care for these children.* Frankie was|.

- one of the lucky ones. Born a spastic into a home that
already had more children. than could be cared for
adequately, Frankie was placed soon after his birth with |
foster parents who had cared for a dozen foster chil-
dren, over a period of time, since their only grown son
“had established his”home hundreds of miles away.
+ Frankie’s own fafily, could not care for this handi-
capped child who would have to ‘have operatiofs in
order for hi
some ‘brajif damnge as welk”He was consideyed unatopt-
able. JWhen his foster ;;a;?ts were told~that Frankiz/™*

ifstitutiorf his foster fathet |
. /“Over my. dead bo@y. .Weil adopt him.”
they/did. Now a teenager, Frahkie is one of th€ most
lovéd young people in his community, wheze he {rns
is spending mopey capirig for lawns and
neighbors’

E/hyﬂes aftéF school and on weekends. .
. p ’ g . * I8
"® /Then reason forthe lack of sufficient”™ ‘

imbef of foster homes is lack sufficient funds. Low

e pifibursement rates simply do not meet the costs of ,
the child’s care. There’sa wide rax;gle in the amount

allocated for fosfer family care across’ the nafion, with
reimbursement rates varying from approximately $900

to $3,000 per year per child (these figures do not in- —F

clude the administrative costs of the social service
agency). - By coftrast, institutional care fanges approxi-

. mately between $5,000 and $16,000 per year per child,
H¢pending on. the type of institution and its location.
So there is no doubt that, for the foster shild for whom

. foster family care is best, foster family care is also the

most e'coqomical for society. ,
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%o be able to walk, and who had suffered | <"
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ally drpped down mto“thelr own pockets not only
to p ovide the little luxuries ~"a movie, bowlmg game or
a bicycle - but also the essentlals for hvmg costs far ex-

‘day with spiraling inflation, fewer compassionate people
can afford t0 take on the cost of being a foster parent
and Some are.dyopping out though their concern for

" . children’ remains keen. . In"Maryland, the number of

\:"‘

IR

foster families detlined, in fwo yea}rs time, by 216
from a foxmer total’of 4,427, dccording to the Maryland
, Department of Social Semces Since each horgg took
: care "of between four and five chlldren over_several .
years’ time this actually meant a loss of foster homes
for about 1,000 children. .
. ¢ .
Fostér parents come from every strata of society and
it’s not uncommon to find a college professor and wife
whose childien are grown, or who have one or two chil-
dren, who have turned their home into a haven for fos-
ter chlldren But most often’ it’s a blue ¢ollar family
that simply cares about’ children, but }s limited in
finances Yhat 'has taken in “Just-one-m‘ore” foster child, :
despite the strain it is to prov1de adequate clothmg, en- .
tertainment, and little extras not covered by reimburse-
ment rates in most States. The n ed for ‘concerned
titizens: to jact as vo}unteer ddvocates to help improve
. conditions (for: these dlsadvantaged dependent foster

* family chﬂdren is urgent..

PROBLEMS POéED BY HEALTH CARE

- A btammg proper health care for foster chlldren is
frequently “a” thorn in the side of foster parents and
social, service agencies, as well as the children. Despite
the? faci: that Congress passed legislation more than
seven years ago, stipulatipg under Medicaid that States -

)
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. be required toset up a health screenmg and treatment‘r
3 program for poor chlldren, 1975 figures showed that K
., fefyer than 3 million of the 13 million eligible had re-,
© .. ‘ceived this mandated health care. Even in the com-
<~ munities where Medicaid was operative it has often been
difficult to get funds allocated for foster children’s
speclal needs. Medications not on the Medicaid list of
) prescnptlons distributed to pharmacles, such as many-
» drugs prescnbed to relieve allergies; are often pald for -
. by the foster parents. Prosthetic applzlinﬁces 5T ail kinds
arid special therapy,,_sueh~as that required- following a
broken bone, may also pose economic siumbling - blocks

’ aids often is not included in the money previded for
.- foster children’s health care. Diabétics often have "
2 additional- problems, regardmg both diet” and _medica-
~ tions which are not adequately covered: . The cost ‘of

dental care, especially when orthodoht;a is recom-'
menfied, may not be covered - -

-
e
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Even the purchase of prescribed eyeglasées or heanngf :




In som it has been report:ed tha,t doctofs have re-
fused to/tﬂ;e fostet children as Medi’cald patients be-~
of the red tape,: paperwork and hmlted and de-,
layed payments involved. In others” where agenc1es Co
“must use clmlcs~ d hosplta]s instead of private d?gto;s, '
the ‘waitin] e frequently rins into hOurs ~ Hours

- ¢ R V. . . e , Y . >
Because foster dren may sometlmes vave ~across ¢‘
" _Sthteliites, there may -not be'.a t;dmtmuous medical
o record available for avfoster child.., He may receive " . "
medical care on an emergency- Basis, 'only when abso-
lutely“necessary. Or he may at best, be giverr a. super- . .
, ficial medical screening: mstead of & careful, detatled ; .
examination, followed up with counselmg and advme Y
to the foster parents and social worker by‘the physmian
concemmg the child’s long-zange health needs
’ .
There are many problems, some severe, x‘elated to TO- '
) : viding good preventive and “clirative medxcal care ‘for .' ',
. foster children. This is’ an important area ih -which 4o

-

citizen ‘advocacy and other, volun},een assxstancfe C#ﬁ e -5

+

make a: strong unpact er cohstruetwe change’ o
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. SC HOQL' PROBLEM:; CoRT TR L 2
w' . “ -~ -
- s - \ .- . *, 'o X B
. School problems are common among aﬂ.younggters but i ;" -

for foster children they’re frequently xﬁtensaﬁed To
begin with, about 40 percent of all foster famaly ‘ehil- 7" e
dren have-some sort o physxcal mental .or- emotlonal' R
p{?ob]em The percentage of foster children who require

treatment fot emotional disturbances exceeds the 10, ,,.“w» ]
percent of.the general juvenile pdpulatlon requiring | .+
© * similaf treatment, indicating that.the tratimatic’ experi- ) ’
- ences of most of these, children have taken their toll. A Ju vt
b’fzarre case was 7-year-old Sally who had been molested ¢,
“ 4
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- ﬁrst by & ba’bys1tter 'when she ‘was 2 angi Iatet, it. Was
s+, . sugpected, by the man who was living with-her xpothver Te
g aff@dher ‘Tafhenhid de§gtted the family. . Sally was - -~ - -

v bl to" get alog\g with othér, children. wherrshe started
', school hut.she q_;d éxctl in] spotts. K was more than a, _

O year after’ ﬁhe was ‘placéd ‘n an “understanding fostery,. - ...
I s"‘ ““family wohe that evens Er&wded wbike ‘for her toride - , '_
’ L and hadﬁes{ab“fished»a‘,thlstmg-;apport with.a theraplst N
e befere she\%ally behaved hke -2 hotmal; c,l'uld , L

1 *‘A—. . ‘s S . ) ~ -

i “' ‘Mos‘f: —foster famlly chlldreq. are’ béhmd' in grad,.e when | .
| they enter foster faniily ‘care” ‘Sorge hhave beha,vxorzﬂ - '
N problems and, have dlfﬁgult:)e> telating-tol their peem in '.‘ o
. ',".-':' ‘school. Many ‘a (child, could, bengﬁt from one-torone-ti_ >,
R fuforing ~.an area in Whibh vplghtee'rs would e wel- '
¢ ' comed; ~ elther ‘in "subject;S’ qt?..in the case bf hramf“‘ R
"damaged chlldren, in~ ;Skrﬂsf,, - Toes e

Ve . ) "A;‘ . ~ s v
s
- |8 «‘t b ¢-‘ » 3 &

e often & foster chﬂd’sg)ro.blemssmzschoof are more
e LS subt ey hardet to pin dowr znd éope wath,and too many
Cpoa " ‘people in tomw communftles'—can'y—an ‘ingrained;
) ,pex;haps unconsclous, prejudlce -‘agim.st ‘these_children
" ,' Whé “may™he Susplcmlr's,,‘ﬁ'lghtenéa nand frequently on
1 ey the outsidé look’mg in. Mary, & 1Q-yeax~éld foster child, )
e, \%{5 in thy, cafeteria line waiting sferjltmc"h when the .
oot Redtor called for all: the childiéh ‘wlio, were supposed

< : to xeceive. free lunches to step ‘out of Ilhe ‘because the - - X
" 4, .cafeteria wfs-running out of fobd. The Hurhiliated chil- )
L "dren were éventually. glvexf a §hte of,plzza and- a glass of 2.

w4 cmilk, budsthe expenence tipped opén’ the scars in Mary,
! who' remiembers’ het .own*natural’ liome where shie was

*, . -always hungry. Now Mary.fugs to > be_first.in the cafe-
.5, ' teria line and as sopn as’she ge\’ss horﬁe from school re-
¢ . v, ~cites the “day’s lunch menu to her foster mother who
' says, “food represents secunfy to all” -poar chlldren noo e

o N Indwrdual tutoring will remforce not only reading and -
' _; other skills but also the foster child’s badly needed i
+ 7. " sense*of self-worth. Separation - from hls _natural
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amn;s,&;vi}:hm he is usuall\\?khsely loyal, would be
- shattering 1 een caused by natural deaths in the "
famxly But the traumais ened for many children
who come from homes torn by dese drugs, physi-
tal or mental illness, abuse and neglect The foster chlld
usu a feelmg of rejection that unfortunate expe-
Aﬁ_nences in school intensify. The majority of foster
, children are in foster care 1 th no fault of their own,
yet there is often a stigma cox‘l‘ge\cfed{ﬁchl them in the
community which is: reflected all too ly in the y
schools. ~ ° . '

Without a special effort being made to understand a
foster child’s problems and to be supportive of him, his
eelings of incompetence and stupidity can easily turn
to frustration and anger.*Some of these children have ,
had no dlsclplme, others have been over-disciplined. All
need.a sense of direction. Teenagers need special guid- .
ance in job coinseling and, when possible, in trammg in -
specific skills ;hat will prowde them with the tools to
earn their owt way as responsible adult citizens. If the
\_cycle. of despair, defeat, drifting, and the Ropelessness
goes with it, which is pre‘valent in many of their
- natural®parents, is to be broken in this generition, tien
these young people must. be helped to enter the main-_
of society. Fosterachlldren are in a high risk
: ang therefore  are frequently dismissed as
lacking in potent®¥ But’ the potertial of all these chil-
dren can be expanded, and guiding older juveniles intd
‘trammg in vocational skills or in applymg for college
4Q arshlps and JObS is a vital areg in  which volunteer"* —

.

dlfflcult‘ which are faced by-foster .family é’hxldren and -
- ., which could, with. a little help fro;n adult advocate
- fnends, be alleviated.

“
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.. HOW FAR TO TiTmeAL" S

. But how well are the obJectlve goals, lmphclt in the;

- ) responslblhﬁes delegated by 1hiv to social service agen- -
.. | ciés, Belng carried out? The four studjes in Massachu-

; setts, California, Iowa and Arizonareferred to earlier
‘u{dlcated that threre’s a long—way to_go Here are some

v of the: findings. A

[ Soc1a1 service agencies are so understaffed and the - |

- workioids ,so heavy that direct service workers are
totally occupled working w1th the c}nld in-the foster,
family, who:thhey are expacted to serve well and havel

. little opportumty to work vﬁth the’ natural parents

[ Many schxldren who are placed w1th a foster famﬂy
.~ could be iaintained in their own homes if the protec-
¢ ‘tive and., emergency services necessary were, readily |

available,

@ Less than 30 perqent of the children and soc1al
sexvice staff have meanmgful contact w1th.the natural

paxents . Z

® 'The ave&age length of placement of a foster child
in care dpn any one ddy is approximately five years, and
the average foster child’s age-is about 10 years old.

k] . ' ~ . N ~

® From 50 percent to 85 percent ‘of the children in
foster family care on -any one day will probably con-
- tinue to grow up in a foster family ’

b
-

® A study in ohe State showed that 67 percent of *
foster children m caré;cn one day had been in place-
ment between four' and,elght years; "83 percent had
“never been retunggto their natural home even_for
trial periods. g e

.
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® , Less than 10 percent| of the ¢hildren in foster
family care over one year are being fraed and placed for

adoption. B‘\
® Few States have a dpfint
foster family care though dver one¥X Aei{c
dren continue; in unplanned} long-term care. Many chil-
dren.would ‘benefit by pefmanent foster care ) !
These include children who{would not be readily adopt-
able because of some handicap, older childfen, and
who have lived in a: foster.home long ¢

one o usually - to identify wit it and to
regard the R em with a

S0 ecurit ‘e broken if
they-were txg R agothersfamily for adoption.

., Sub51dlzed ad ill e noe ds \of many of
. the children. _ R )

! . .

+ -.®@ One study showed that the average niimber of

moves from: one foster home to another was,2.7 per

child, with one quarter of the children moving three
,Or moré times. -~ * .

° There are not énbugh qualified foster families to

meet the specialized needs of foster children, and educa-

, tion for foster parents, tS help them cope with today’s
o8 problems, is almost totally lackmg .

foster children is in foster families, and for most foster

the foster family service system is grossly underfinanced
throughout the country. Spending more money to up-

| ment in- the future of the children, and-of the country,
but also” saves dollals in terms of cost effectlveness

' ® Although the most economlca.l way to care"forf

children family life is preferable to that in mshtutmns,'

- ade foster family services now is not only an invest-
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. “HERE'S HOW DOLKS ARE HELPING (SOLVE PROBLEMS

- If the sit;uatio
cerned citizens

m \, of life have been doing.
ishing things meost_effectively by form-
. Foster Children’ ittee in the

'oksh?l\eak, look éigain -~ at what con-

community, wit! )
National Action for Foster Children committee and the

Children’s Bureau. “People who care, who want to actas’

compassionate - advocates for foster children even
though they are not foster parents, have been joining
with social workers, educators, public officials and fos-
* ter parents to review the problems and seek solutions,
‘Here’s what somie commuiiities, local committees and
individuals have been doing, aegl\nw

that others can become doers, too

N

" . Year long, to work actively for the rights ildren,

especially foster children, as chairman of. the Tulsa -
County AFC committee and, before that, as one.of the
organizers, of-the’ Child Welfare Advisory Board of Tulsa .

County.' Under his leadership the AFC committee suc-
-, cessfully pétitioned the Oklahoma State Health and
Welfare, Department for an' increase ih reimbursement
rates paid to foster parents, then worked out ways to
improve methods of providing clothing for foster chil-
dren hy combining efforts with the Tulsa County-Foster
- Parents Association and the Oklahoma Public Welfare

V- Commission.- He received the 1975 NAFC national

_award for outstanding advocacy on behalf of foster chil-
dren whic°h he accepted during National Action for Fos-
ter. Children Week. Mr. Goodall warned that one week a

: ye'ar\gas not enough, that every AFC committee needs
a project. for the full year, His recommendatigns on

" how to find motivated pevple to form‘an AFC com-

mittee in a community are warth noting: start with a

nucleus of two or three people prominent in the com-

.
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munity* and spread out. .“Make it .the IN thing,” said )

Goodall. ““You need people who have to deal with
everyone from the Governor and head of the health and
welfare department on down. Some people are window
dressing ~ they attract others, and commumty interest =
and others areworkers It takes all kinds - and we need
them all.”
W Grace Goddard is a-Buffalo Courier-Express reporter
who smglehandedly has waged a public education cam-
‘ palgn through her news and feature stories about foster
care that have been published in the largest newspaper
in-New York State outside New York. C1ty¢ Through
.one of her columns, devoted to giving an in-depth pro-
e of a hard-to-place foster child, presenting the child’s
rbblem$ as well as appeéaling characteristics, she has
managed to find dozens of foster homes for youngsters.

. Mrs. Goddard’s interests have included her personal, as .

" well as professional, involvement with foster parent
groups and social workers. Her compassionate concern

~ for children without homes is reflected in the favorable
‘image of fpster family children Wthh she has helped
create in New York State.

- ® In Maryland, Baltimore advertising executive Vir-
ginia Zeller found herself drafted to serve as chairman
-of the Maryland Action for Foster Children; the state*
w1de committee of cltlzens dedlcated to upgr hg@erv-

N

during our first
lative project,”
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. is also of vital continuing im-

portance “beca e\_I fe e m\ogt peogle did not know
any 'more than I'Rad known about the needs and prob-
lems ‘of foster children,” 'S\%rs. Zeller, who has
. brought all of hek advertisin | nd public relations
: gxper@gnce to the cause of foster family children., “The

) \ ograin calls for the help of all kinds of people in the .
NS nity: people with po iticaL clout, people with
ind talents, people who can Jead, people who_are
* fol ind do the 5‘ work,”\\s\he said.

SR
o

a, University of Oklzhoma
) is wife not only have

.. two childr , o‘;gv_e;{a air of fos-
ter cliildren - N\ ind, brain-damaged girl an emo-

tionally , disturbet 'bBy - who moved from ga'shington

. . to Oklalioma 'WL\%Y: Leonard family. Dr. Leonard

‘has* also set-up a
adolescents who have been brought to the attention of -
the juvenile court, ofte:\bedeuse of conflicts with their
own families. Dr: Leonard\ recruits, orgaﬁize$ and
supervises the foster p\a.tents wh l}kg himself, are vol-
unteers who take “these adolescents -- some have run
away from home, others may have beéen arrested -- into
their homes for about one to four weeks with the sanc-
» tion of the juvenile court. The program is called Juve- -
. nile Services Inc., of Cléveland County and has more
than 40 volunteer foster homes involved. e

N

. 3
° 2 N

COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY SERVICES

@ .In Nashville, Tennessee, Comprehensiye Emergericy
Services (CES) have bee€n set up, designed to care for
children in crisis at any hour of the day or night. The
core of the $ystem is based on a 24-hour emergency in-
_take telephone answering service so that by |phoning one
number the call will be screened and then handled by

ort-term foster care program for* | |
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qualified caseworker on duty. CES not only relieves
the police of’carrying the burden of responsibility of
children in crisis - formerly the only place to call in an
‘emergency, whiéh' set into motion the legal system -
but also reduces the nimber of children formerly re-
moved from their homes precipitously, ‘often jn the
nmiddle of the night, to institutional sheltér care. Few
communities are adequately prepared to provide im-

. mediate emergency: services for children found alone

and unfed in their home, or bemg abused by’*a parent
of bgbysitter, or cauéht up'i TR family “crisis such as

. when-a parent is hospitalized or'suddenly jailed. -CES |
consists of well-coordmated d:m’ponents that mclude

the followmgx
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" @ mermency caretakers Who can be called hy the in-
' take worker into a child’s home for a few hours
when it is suddenly without supervision, such as

when the parent is hospitalized or jailed; - :.

® emergency homemakers who may be assigned to "’"7//
provide services in a home throughout the emer-
gency situation, which may m@an maintaining the
children .in their own home for several weeks; .o
0. emergency Joster family homes which provide tem-
porary -care for no more than one-tionth for °
children who cannot be maintained in theu own
B 'homes, . S -
® -emergency shelter for adalescents who are brought to
the attention of CES because of neglect, abuse, or
a crisis in thejr home.dnd do not need to be held (

in” juvenile detention, which would occur if no

. other - t‘aclhtles Lv‘lrle available; . . /
s S Tlpk .
) .emergency shelter. for fammes so 'that .am“entire "
7 can be accommodated w1t ut separatmg 1
’ - lfdren, ’

® outreach and foIIow through o emetgency 51tuatlons
by a quahﬁed social worke /who works toward a
solutlofx of the problem,

CES is, of‘ course} plugged ‘into" all of the faclhtles
of the Staté and locdl| vemrpents mcludmg pohce and
juvenile courts hoppitals and medical facilities; and -
" public soclaL age eé wﬁlch would unmedlately be
, called mtoi action i mnecessary by the cs;tseworker on
duty. + ! i

) Jfor Comprehensive Emergency
n m Cnsw, located sin Nashville,

The Na;tio’nal Ce
"+ Services to Child)

= ek e v e
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Tennessee, draws upon then successful experience of
~ Metropoh.tan Nashvﬂle Davidson County’s Eniergency
.. Services System to px;gwde othet States and localities
.- 'with téchnical assistance in, develoinng pzograms for
| . “fheir own communities and has prepadred a booklet de- Yo
T scnbmg the pilot program in detail.’ The booklet may ,
be obtained free by wntmg to the N atlona}, Center or to

1 the Children’s Bureau 3 Con

YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A FOSTER PARENT'

) TO HELP A FOSTER CHILD ' o ‘
. . s Fe
4 Now that you 're aware of the phght of foster children »

.. and the need for adult citifens to tackle the problems

- « involved with providing proper care for foster family*
- children, how tan you be a pait of the action?' Here’ 5

;how you can help. - . o .o

® ~First, find out if ther is an AFC commxttee in

your community or nearby [and join, up with it. Then - ~ °

‘you can apply any of the following suggestions which

may be pertinerit to your area’s foster family children’s

‘. needs,

v
-

® Form an Action for F, ster Ch:ldr committee m
your town if there is noat[:qne in a n 1ghbonng com-
munity with which’'you can join forces. Write for free
literature, arid teghnical aksistance frgm the National’

" Action for Fostdr Children committee, care of the'

' Children’s Bureau] Get in fauch with the direcfor of .
the social service dgency that is handling foster children ]
placement in your|area and determme what othér staff |
and agency, board mentbers who are acquainted with’
commumty proble ] should be on the AFC commlttee

¢

: to be foundin v cates for'foster children on the AFC 3
‘ commlttee, ugh their time may be limited, _and.1

' . . . 11 \29“‘ ’ ! .‘l ‘
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emphasize that their, interest will attract othess. - Use a_

gimmick, such as a bumper sticker reading “FFV -
Fostep Family Volunteer.” Then, with the help ‘of the
founding members, a nucleus of two or three volun-
teers, recruit representatives of different professions.
An ideal AFC qommeiEtee might consist of some of the
following: a pediatrician, a,judge or former judge, a
lawyer, media representatives\tsuch as'a TV executive,
newspaper editor or golumnisk, a foster parent, a um

s . s
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vemty professor especxaﬂy when there are poss1b1ht1es -
.o =, of developing a group,of tutors, a faculty member Qf a’ »
e .«7* - school for specialhandicaps, - clergymen and repre- o
. sentatives of church groups such- as” the Methodist™
~¢. ' Board of Child Care and Catholic Charities,.a union
o, _ representative and g bank preszdent leaders of mdustry
. .' .and cultural orgarizations such as a museum’ or sym- .
« phony, representatives of ethnic- groups, the Parent
- ,ﬂ .Teach ociation, leaders.of civic groups and s¢rvice
©« " <¢labs. su as Rotary and waanxs, the “League of .
L . Wome Voters, the Junior Chamber'of Commerce.and
. ..#other’o ons represented, on the NAFC ‘com- -
- mittee. Among those”#¥Ho shold be mstrumental in
ot b joining with the volunteers i m orgamzmg an AFC com-
_ " mittee are the staff of social semce agencies inyolved °
. . mth foster chﬂdren )
> D . .o

<%
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"

® Get the facts abodt the JOSter family -services.and
the situatidn in your comm ity - find out-what is, and

is not; being,ddne «for. foster children. Perljap ;one

" group, such as, the JayCeeg,or the League of W men
sur
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- . ‘ir‘ey of conditions in your tyand ‘State, wit thi pro- 1
; . +"fessional assistance of socialiservice staff who mz" also
.. T prqvlde the secretarial help +in compllmg the l,:po]rt

"+, . Then the entire-committes can ¥eview thjipre
. “.~  #and seek solutions thé"f' are best for your
. c asmng some crdc,xalmqﬁestlons such as%ll/

T »
TG | e
R ) How many foster chlldrenfare there in
N\ "1 ." munity? P e
Ly ol he < S 1 A
e ‘90' ow are they _bemg carLd for? RN f ,
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vie . ’Are the foster homes overcrowded? VN
L 2 ! i
5« Are there enough fos‘ter famﬂy homes? 1
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@ Are foster children receiVing good medical cazg)
s mcludmg the | eyeglasses, orthodontia, ahd extra
med:eahons that may be Jneeded?

e ._Are *social semce workloads too high to permit

-, -adequate spersonal attention to improving the

. homesxtuatxon of the natural parents? . ¢ .

v

x®- . What changes are needéd" - »

.'®  Are rex.:?x{bursement rates to foster parents dde-

" quate m proportion to kever-mcreasmg mﬂanon-'

v o ary expenses" g . , -
. ™~ , . . -
® How long has 1t been smce the rembursement .
ratewasmcreased" o LT
- . ot ee

“'®  Beforé mobilizing the community for actxon, first

sound thre.gong for attention. - One‘Way-ofﬂdomg thisis *

+ by ‘setting up @ ceremony with the May r or Gévernor
to ratify the “Bill of Rights for Fester Children?’ which

- was adopted by the'National Action for Foster Childrén
.,in historic Congress Hall in Philadelphia’on April 28,
1973.. Since then many States and cities have ratified
tfus important’document as seen on the following page.’

» . ‘
~Handsome copxes of the Bill o Rights for Foster Chil- .

dren, suitable for framing, are/available from the Chil-
* dren’s eau. , . T

. ® As an aide m studying and judging the services
offered m your communify, write fgr.a free copy ‘of

" Standanls for Foster Fami(y Servicec Systems with' guidelmes

for xmpIementanon specificilly related fo .public agencies.
It's -to be had for thel askmg fro the:Chll?rens

'

. Bureau. . : /
lhe “Comn}unlty ?elf Lvalua'tion Chart,”';
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.  Bill of Rightsfor Rostor Chitdren
. ¢ ’ . Ralfud n Corigrusa ﬂaﬂ.:@h&a&&&n )
' ?/d.tmday the Sipenty- g 4.»9:4&/}@;&4 meqyw
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(available from the Children’s Bureau) issued by NAFC ¢
based on the Bill of Rights for Foster Children, see how g
your community stacks up. , e - 7
® Set up one or more sub-committees; headed by
AFC committee members, to handle specific areas of
community relations such as: . v
o o : -
° media ~ an ongoing community educition to
heighten ‘community awareness of foster family
children’s *needs and to help break down the -
. prejudice and stigma too often prevalent in a .
community. - K - -

tutorial program -- recruit and supervise tutors
to work with children who need special kinds
of help, either in schooling or in skills.

‘ career ,counsel

‘ ing—and voc tiom;l guidance. -
« | designed ta

f .

ollege, or perhaps the money might be, ear- . \ y
. marked for a particular ambition, such as [
trainjng to becothe a teaq‘hrr or sociaxl worker.

® ' ,legal help and advisors -- ré ruit a group of -

children in legal ‘matters. - Advanced law stu- - N
) might also take on|a research prpject con-
“ cerpling' the problems : d rights of/ children.
L A ““BFV” (Foster If‘amily/f Voh'm};eer) program -
to establish individual friendships with selected’
foster childtén throughout the yedr. These |

. 1 " t { ) .




S ’;upemslon, such as

fr16¥ids may also help maintain closer contacts
with natural parentsl under the social worker’s

by driving a child to visit
is natural parents.

L leglslatwe actlon - thxs committee could con-

centrate on détermmmg what leglslatlon to pro- .

.o mote that would help improve foster' famxly care
. m your State or commumty

- @ In some commumtles AFC might concentrate on

settmg up . Comprehensive 'Emergency/Semces, with a

. commercial telephone answering service and rotating

" ualified case workers on call, so that a 24-hour intake

|  system will be coordinatéd to'offer the most options,

'in case of emergencies, w1th the least p0551b1e dlsruptgon

xfor the child. ‘. - i
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0\‘ gmother AFC commlttee m%ght declde on 4 legis-

lative project, such as lobbymg for adequate reimburse-

ment rates for the children’s mamtenance, or far State-

" guaranteed aﬁd paid liability insurance wﬁuch will cover

» ' " both foster.child and foster parents when & foster chﬂd
‘. is involved i in damage to property or‘persons :

e

®_. An 1mportan3t area m wh ch AFGC committees could
make their mterests known 50 then‘ legislators and
Governor is the, Staté plan of social serv1ces required by
Title’ XX of the iocxal Security Act, effective October
1, 1976, and eaz year thereafter \E)der which foster

famﬂy services are not mandated 'as of the federal-

State social-services program._AFC ¢ommjttees s should |

ﬁamxhanze themgelves with the| provisiond of Title XX-

o that: they ‘can promote a strong pr g-nu-j in <their - -

State insuring t at semces for' chxldren in fogter care,
en will réceive adequate funding., Citizen advocates ’

\look to this revenue-sharing in {social services as a -
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©. . source of possible additional funds for foster family  «

"7 childtes, ‘wjth the State.providing 25 percent of the
funds While, the Federal GOVernment prowdes %ﬁddl- .
. tional 75 per . RN

Q Dunng Action for Foster Chﬂdren Week i m"Ma\yo *
each year,"make a detaxled report part of the commu-
nity educahonﬁ,‘ hhghtmg\what has been accomphshed .

s and outlmmg the medxate&nl\sfor the coming year."
»—‘.\ . ) . - ' * . 5 v;’ ‘e

- ';t-*osﬁ:}{'cun DRENNEED YQUR HELP ..

O . 'The need for citizen advocates for foster fami

. has -never been more acute. How these children are.

treated by their communities which prov1de care for

_ *  them when their own natural families break down will
- determine how they will behave as: ‘adults tomorrow—.
s .whether they will be respansible citizens or the flotsam *
-~ ... and jetsam of an afﬂuertt sqoiety. One think is certain -

'« the .problem isn’t going to go away. Minor children

+  who need help will be here, even though they may be all ’

-~ but 1nv131ble and vomeless in"an adult’s world.

- ' v

In the 18th centurS’, Charles Thomson was cafed for by
a foster parent after'his widower father died before the
‘ ship bnngmg the. immigrant family“to the new world
t docked in Delaware. Wlth the help of hls foster mother,
) whose fiame is lost in history, omson received a fine
ucatlon and became a scholar Yvho first translated the - !
eptupgint Bible ffom Greek to Enghsh a language © .
eachdr and a succéséful merchant. 'He was one of the
olon cmzens who ljoined tog ther in both the f"n'st’
nd Second Continenthl Congresses. for which he served
' /:: Se retaxx. When gt}ldst in 1789 the new nation, the
UmtEl States, of Amenca, convened |its flrs& Congtess

¢
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undef the Constltutlon,\ it - was¥ Thomson |who was  °.

| gelee ci for the honor of takmgt eo ficial news to the




man who wasdunammously elected first Presx&ent of thi
United States, George Washington, at his Mdunt Vernon
estate in Vn‘glma -

’Fwo cent_un\s lat‘fr the’ same tradition of fine former
fosfer children could not be better exemplified than by
a solid citizen of Englishtown, New Jersey, Violet

last ten ih one .foster home. Mrs. Kraszewskl now has’
seven children of her own® but “finds” spare time to

thém on'picnics o founding the Former Foster Chll- ‘
d;en S Orgamzatl n of New Jersey.

Ajc _,fn'st acting asja “big sister’” to foster children, Mrs.
Kraszewski'bec e acutely aware of the need for com-
, fiunity educitioh and recognized the effectiveness of
rServmg as a'*‘model’* former foster child-now-woman of
' ac}ﬂevement tot e public as ‘well asxto foster children, -
. She’s set u workshops and conferences, spoken before
foster pazZﬂ:s foster children, social worket§, com:
?mumty coleges; civ?
in nexghborhood shoyping centers,” she says. to get
.across , her message about “‘sharing and caring™ for
fos‘tér chil dren [

; -

/(Vhen I was‘a child T was hul‘t ) many timps that 1

was neverq gotng to leb myself

A love, and care, and-be hurt ever agam‘,” she

love she received [in the floster home’that

_ '« was her own for 10‘ years changed her ”

and caring is, the a:iswp'r," she says,“‘and we,
foster chlldren » e

,

KraSzewskz who spent 15 years as a foster child, the )

help foster chlldren in countless ways from’ entertaining ,‘
groups and ‘‘buttonholed peeple " -
ys. Buty .

ife, - .

and caring is” what thlonal Actlon ?or\ ‘

-
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