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ABSTEACT -
N , The disciplinary background and length of service in-
the deanship of 1,496 deans were examined. The study was limited to
240 doctoral degree granting institutions and covered the period from
1872 through 1975. Institytions awarding exclusjvely professional and
theological degrees were not included. Wide diversity was found,
-although the most prominent academic discipline from which graduate
deans have been chosen during the past century has been, Chemistry,
followed by Educaticn, -English, History, Physics, PBiology,
Engineering, Economics, Psychology, and Mathematics. Chemistry's
popularity among graduate deans has also provided a strong base for
the.physical sciences to emerge as the most prominent field of study -~
among graduate deans over the past century. A surprising 60 percent
of the approximately 1,500 deaas of record have served five years or
less in the deanship. This mdy be attributed to the number of
individuals who are appointed in an acting capacity for a limited
duration. Another explanation may lie in upward mobility of graduate
- deans who frequently gave'loved to positions involving higher levels
of academic respomsibility. The number of appointments to the

-

. deanship has varied from year,to year, but has remained-at 17-19
percent from 1961 to 1975. (LBH) ‘
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Organized graduate educgtion in the Lnited States has achieved its first 'century of

accomplishment. During thls period of time, the graduate deanship ha% undergone uhny

ED125487

/
changes in personnel. In recent years, the selection, rolé and function of the graduate

/

dean have been reviewed o‘tvatious dbsgrver ! however, iittle mention has peen made of

q

the backgrounds of those individuals who have played a significant role'irfguiding the in-

4

tellectual efforts of the nation over the past century.

—
o

[ ] »
of service in the deanship of 1,496 graduate déans. The stﬁdyfwas'l ited no.240 doctoral

. »

degree granting institutions and covered the period from l§z2 throu h l975 All of the

institutions in the study were members of record in the Counéil © Graduate Schools in the

United States (CGS) in 1975. o Y

“" o~

Information for this-study, from 1872 through. l97i uas'derived fron earlier studies

by Dr. John L, Chase of the U.S. Office of Educ‘ation,2 Data covering the years 1971-1975 -

¥ were furnished directly to CGS by the institu{ions included in this study. It should be

noted that institutions awarding exclusively prqfessional and theological degrees were not
ot ¢ .
- . ' ', .
. }’ A t ;~. N -
!The picture which emerges from an examination of: the data giving the disciplinary

included.

v . A
background of the 1,496 graduateideans who Held‘offiée-from 1872-1975 shows wide diversity.
It is interesting to note that the most promingat academic discipline from which graduate

29877 Y

deans have been chosen ddaing the past Centu;y has heen Chemistry (159). Rounding out the

-

_top ten disciplines in descending order, Chemiptry is. followed by Education (127); English

4.7.‘__ - ~ -
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(126); History (125); _I"‘nysics (108); Biology (85); Engineéring.US); Economics- (70); Psy-
. cholt;g\.(w); and Mathematics (63). T ) .
W Chenistn_mity_amggraduateigans_ha,_,aL _provided a strong base for the

G Physical Sciences to emerge as the most proninent field of study among graduate deans over
the past century More physical scientists (379) have held the graduate deanship over the

past 103 years than any other” group; however, the Humanities and Social Scienc{afollow

" very closely. The complete distribution of mg fields of study of graduate deans is

provided below. / . ’ g
N\ . . .
) TABLE I \
Major Field of Study of Graduate Deans V:) )
) (Dcctoral Degree Granting Institutions) ' - £
. ‘ . 1872-1975 ] ..
e - ) - Percentage of
. Area of,StuQx3' ) Number -aof Graduate Deans - . Graduate Deans
Physical S‘ciences ) r 379 o 25 .
Social Sciences . 349 B ) - . 23 1
Humanities : ‘. 291 " . IR
' Biological Sciences - R 273 oo . , . 18
Education L 127 T 9 . .
Engineering - - V75 . 5 -
Unkriown P 2 o ' )
‘ Total '~ -~ ' . 1,496 © T, 1oo :

Over the past century, a surprlsing number (898) of gr.‘adua\ /deans have served five
years or less in the deansﬁip. It can be/seen (Table II) that this is 60%'of- the approx=
imately 1500 deans_‘of r‘:,ecsrc}; Twenty-two percent S322) held the position for one.year or
‘less. Converse}y, only{lS'}é’Frcent (266) served in this capacity for more' than'al decade.

:" v . .. :

. pE : | ‘
"~ .The med}fn ‘length of service of graduate deans for the enti're period. of this analysis is

sl)é'tﬁy less,' than four years.
‘;::_;’ A f ,

[ " TABLE II s
. &ngth of Service of Graduate Deans T
p - I (Doatoral Degree Granting Institutions) .
- i oy ‘ 1872-1975 :
. Number of Years : , . - Bercentage of
’, - of Serviee 1; *  Number of Graduate Peans = Graduate Deans
- - ’ N .
1 . - 322 ’ .22 ) \
R .2 , " 188 , 13 .
> 3 ! 155 10
4 . 142 ’ -9 " i
5 " 91 : : 6 S
6-10 . . 332 .22 o F
' 11-15 146 10
. o 16=20 . . 65 . 4 . ¢
2 oo - 21=25 ' 38 ' 3 . T

» - . 1

. ERIC~ | ‘Total 1,496 3 T
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The surﬁtisingly short tenure of many éraduate deans may be'attributed {n part t@-the

hl

number of individuals who are appointed in an acting capacity for a limited duration' how-

- evet, another explanation may lie in upward mobilify of graduate deans who frequently have )

moved to positiogf involving higher levels of acadgmic rgsponsibility viz. President, Vice
President for Academic Affairs, Provost. Althoughﬁthis was not explored, it would be a

1Y v . - ¥
fruitful area for future study. " Table IIL present& data dn, the appointment of graduate

deans by year. ' ' ) ) /4 %
v . 1 .

e

TABLE II} -

Appointment of Graduate Deéans. by. Year

* (Doctoral Degree Granting ﬁnstitutions)

-

. 3

i
. Numbgr of ' Percentage (of
Year ° Number of Institutipns Graduate Deans Appointed ., Graduate Deans Appointeds
1872-1900 " . 15 27 ‘ © 6,
1901-1925 - ~ - 80 ‘ 137 C o 6
1926-1950 - © 165 ‘ ' 427 ) T 10
1951-1960 i 211 ) 260 : .12
[ ' , by A ) -, » .
1961 . 232 - 44. - 19
1962. Pe232 ‘ ‘ 30 . 13 -
1963 . 232 \ w32 )
1964 Sr232 47 . o 20.. ‘
. 1965 ° L, 232 : 46 ‘ 20
1966 v 240 ) 40 e 16
" 1967 . L Q20 . 3 . ’ 16
1968 ' ~ Y240 . . 48 - .2
1969 . S 240 . , 51 . 21
1970 . iao 35 14
1971 B 711 O ' ! 49 - ) 20
1977 _ . 240 50 ‘ 21
1973 .- 240 +37 . 16
1974 . 240 ' - 54 ) 22 .
1975 oo T 240 _ 43 ©18 '
. Total . . . 1,496 '

The numBgr of appointments to the deanship during the past fifteen years has varied

from year to year. During the period 1971-1975, 233 individuais were appointed to the

graduate deanship at doctoral degree granting colleges'and universitiés for a 19 percent

rate of appoin?menta\ This figure is slightl& greater than for théipreceding~period 1966~ '

l I

'1970 when 213 individ‘als were-appointed (172) and is rather comparable with the period

Ve
1961~1965 wd;n the fignre stood at 1299 for a 17% rate of appointment. -t
. \4 L /
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’ . McDermott, R. E., "The Role of the Graduate Dean," Proceedings of the Twenty-Sixth
Annual Meeting, Midwest Conference on Graduate Studies and Research, Chicago, 1970, pp. 28235,
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_ Stome, George Winchester, "The Selection and Function of the Graduate Dean," Pf%ceed; .

iﬁéé~9§ the Sixth Annual Meeting, Council of Graduate Schools in the U.S.,tWashington, D.C.,'
1966, pp. 31-36. : :

.~ U.S. Government Printing Office, w;ghington, D,p.,-1§7b. -

- 2Chase, John L., A Directory of Graduate Deans at United States Universities, 1872-1970,

Chase) Jéhn L. and Burnett, Elfrida L., Supplement to a Directory of Graduate Deans at

* United States Universities, 1872-1970, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare

L Office of Education, Washington, D.C., 1972.

. T Lot . :
$ 3Areaq, as ‘defined, include Physical Sciences (Chemistry, Computer Sciences, Geology, .
Mathematics’,: Physics, and Statistics), Social Sciences (Anthropology, Business, Economics,

"+ Geography, History, Political Science, and Socielogy), Humanities (English+and Journalism,
Fine and Applied Arts, Foreign Languages, and Literature, Library Science, Philosophy, and
Religion), Biological Sciences (Agriculture, Biology, Health Professions, Home Economics,
Pgychology, and Zoology), Education (all fields), Engineering (all fields).
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