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In contrasting,the‘Americaﬁ’OExhodox Jew td the ., . ,
’ ¢ . 3! ° b

Whité 1{iddle Class Christian Americanfthe first object-

- ive requlred 1s an operatlonal definition of the age old . =~ T

/ questxon,_"What 1s a Jew?" " Althou "tians'use

) the 01d’ ‘Testament in studylng the Eackgr0und of th
/ own falth Chrlstlans still have a’ llmited understand1ng~

L ,of the contemporary Jewish communlty, in 1ts varlety, \\\

devotlbn, contnlbut;on to character and perceptzon of

L 1tscher1tage. Most Chrlst;ans 1% asked would telI you

 that Jews are peopleiwho never accepted Chrlst as the |

Mess1ah Although true, thlS deflnltlon is too

< . -

' simplistic,“because there are- miany things to be
€ g v T

cons1dered 1n trylng to understand- Judaism. S

N

o0 Accordang to Yaffe (1968), there are two dlfferlng

.views of {ewlsh communltles outside of the land of .
0. fe oy, ‘. K .

PaIestihe.'*Galuti‘or exlle ﬁeflects\£HE~notlon that

the Jew1sH people were expelled 'from their national home

—ryy .,,““';

as a, punlshmept “for, thelr s1ns an t Palestine is

" ‘.

thelr natural dwelllng placea -Only- there canthe Jew

be complete.' Tefutshah or dlsperslon 1s ~a more n tral .

1
Id .. I

_ word which sUggests ‘that the Jewash_di‘gers1on from .

Yhelr qp@gve land was due'fo hlstorical c1rcumstances

N ~
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1 1) ¢ . 3 o _ .
a ’ N 2
EEVOﬁd\Ihgis\CGntPOl . )
) From the Bab&lonlan conques T
B C. the vast ma]orlty of. Jews have 1i e\<?nger the .
N - .
Lo natlonal deigatlon of,other people. In Amerlca the‘
L e . ‘ E .
settlemer‘f’c“of Jews_can be d:uilded) into- thre‘é periods: R & -

gE ™
- ,The Sephardlc (1654~ 1840), the German (1841- 1880) and:

~.the National (1921- present) The presenthew1sh ‘ L L ‘ )

. o<

P populatlon in the Unlted States is approximately . .
. [l - o= ¢ . ‘
6,000,000 or 3pcpccpt of the nop dtion.. TIi;yhty‘percent ,
i . ‘ X C
of threce reside in 01t1°s of over 190,000 nopulatlon.
Purpose: To contrast famlly cultural patterns
. ‘ . - of the Orthoddx Jew to those of . i
‘ “select White Middle Class Christian ——— __ )
Families. Emphasis is placed on the T
following areas. ., -

/

@ An Birth ‘ - *

. . #
3.

B. Coming of Age

RR¥LY

C. Marriage . - o :
D. TDeath -
E. Child Rearing Pr.‘f'arlcz't'ices,L ‘
T OF. Yashruth (bietaryALawa) ’
iy

~

Objectives: I. Given materlals dealing w1th -
Orthodox Jewish Family Life as
contrasted to the White Middle

, Class Christian American Family,
~. Students will be able to identify - £
cross-cultural differences.

iven exposure to selected “ .
ctivities, students will demon-
trate an awareness of the rich
iversity of the Jewish Tradition.

+
]
. - .
A
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Evaluation:

Students will be asked to v
"and different forms of mul
, (T.V.,, nusic, radio, play
_which will -be dlscussed

T

observation.

Students also w111 be ‘given culture

L capsules and mini~dramas to be o

1 portrayed and discussed thoroughly
This will be evaluated by the instruc-
tor's observations,kso that proper
recommenhdations can be presented to
the students. L

? B . x 1
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_religious problem as long as they do plan to have

“.children at some future time.

o

S
‘to fulflll the mltzvah of ‘be fertlle and increase. "

D -

However, the poup;e_reserves the right to plan their

«

family as they choose.’ Birth control does not pose a

¢

In fect, the Jewish

faigh\hagvpo restrictions on the type.of birth control

a*-couple’ deci
¢ ¢

rellglono eondemn, 1

to use; even the ”pillW which many

all right to use since it “does

not appoar to viplate the 1njunct10n agalnst the destruc-

tion of seed The” dec131on of the number, and ‘timing

- \ N

of children is"totally left up to the individual‘couple

who realize the great respon51b111ty involved.*

[y

In contrast to the Jew1sh views on birth control

S

a Catholic couple has no such freedom when they marry.

The Cathelic Church regards as sinful any attempt to
' ‘ ¢




. b

. prevent conception by artificial means with the intent
-~ A 3 N
to cohtrol the size of the family. The reasons for

at .7

. * this vary. First of .all, according to Catholic doctrine,

t Y .
the conjugal-act is one of procreative love and requires

H ——

total self-giving. Since "contraception frustrates - T
. " ‘procreation and falsifies married loJe, it is iptrinsi- )

. oy / .

cally evil." . The Catholic Doctriﬁé”éndorses the .

- belief "that u31ng contraceptlve devices can encourage _ °_ .
~oo2 R k . o
sexual practices not included in the marriage ‘contract --°

¢ Ad . *

. . marital infidelity or simply.sexual acts performed .

solely for pleasure or for other self-centered purposes ‘/F )
e ) . N R ‘ & - ‘
which are contrary to a true and lasting love. _ .

. w .
.~ ’ v
. .

In discussing abortion, it is necessary to begin .

&
’

by sgiving a . few simple definitions to make the explan;

A

. ) atiéﬁé clearer in the mind of the-readéf.‘ Ihg Cathollc '
’ .Fncyclogedla for School: and Home-offers flve. S -
direct - a de}lbepate effort tq remove \a fetus
& oo criminal - performed wit'h"'t‘;le intefgt to -
’ . : . destroy an unwanted chi

o
< . ‘e

-

-

therapeutlc - ptrformed to safeguard the life
or health of the mothenm”,

» N ’

. indirect - a non-deliberate loss of a fetus -
. ’ ‘ 7' resulting from an act performed
for a different .purpose- '

spontaneous - not deliberate; a miscabfiage

1

e

. Members of the Jewish faith are rather permissive

about abdrtion up- Yo the thrid month of pregnéhcy. The

most" common reasons fér performing an abortion at this

4 » . »
»



%\

o,

* else. On ‘the contrary, they strongly believe that o

.
.[ " B ! : -7

.stage are ‘the possibility of éiving birth to‘a'deformed
,ehild, and if carry%gg the baby to ful% term would
vcéusé psychological damage to the mother. EY%? after
the first three months of pregnancy a therapeutic
abortion is permitted in certain'instances. The s;age'
of pregnancy is qfklistle importqnée in this:matter.

The Jews believe the health’ the Tmother t® be more

' considered a living soul until birth\ Up untiﬁ\shat

L)

time he is a potential life.
s ' ¢ ) \'f .
It is hoped that the reader does not believe from\ |

-

v

. the-prrceding statements that the Jews permittabortions
. \ J

te be performed at the whim of the mpthé} or of

. e
must not tamper with a potential life for reasons of
— ( 7
. . '
' convenience, economics, or for personal reaeons.

" The Cathélics, on the other hand, believe that any

abdrtion (with the exception of a spontaneous abortion

vhich cannot be controlled and an indirect abortion,

v
»

resulting from trcatment or surgery) is immoral and

criminal -- murder -- since the’ immediate result is the

same in each of the types defined earlier. the direct"

taking of the life of an innocent human being+ Let us

<here nete that 'the Jewish philosophy (as statba'above)

teaches that the fetus is not a human soul until‘birth.

Tre Totbelics Yoo bieve the fotus is Jd o human being'aith
. .




i

a- soul much earlier.

' .

thére‘is no question of crime or immorality. A. pregnant

woman may receive anv treatment or surgery which she

: . ~»
would: have needed~if she were hot pregnant. even though-

~ < v

» 2
.such treatment mayalnvarlably cause an ahortlon. This"ﬁ

t

sometimes: occurs in a ~mother wHo:undergoes an appendec~ .
8

tony and who‘1n~the process losesﬁher chlld. e,

@hese attitudes tonard abdrtlon follow the.mothen .
‘- -4

S

1nto ‘the delivery room where compllcatlons sometlmé -
.arise. If a problem qoes"occur which necessitates

A -

. - ' .. [

makins. a choice betweean the 1life of. the mother®or the
: T N

child, Jévfsh#Iéw puts the mother”s life first untll

» . o

part of the child's hody has emerﬂed from thevwomb at
tlme the Chlld has a soul and is now con31dered
9 . . -

[ o . v

PR

Y

before the mother.

.
4
. - ¢
. PUN
-, I N

The Catholic mother has even less .chance of sur- "

~ - » .

Y
v1v1ng a CrlSlS in the dellvery room. 31nce her: Chlld
4

is aﬂfull Human heing before blrth and any attempt

to save her- by ﬁhotr021np\the child or his chance of
It'is contrary to Chrlstlan

-y

surv1val nould be murder.

‘l

morality to do something evil 1n order to achleve a -
w5 410 N

mood resulte “o. . O . Lo S

- - 7 LN

{ &

?he Je&ish people,giew the birth of a child as

The parents dre fully awsre ‘of

-

the obllgatlons they have to the child.

. hlesslnp from God

szeir role

v - - '

In the event of an indirect abortion,

2 ° "~‘.

e




the wawnlng given to Samson’ s*moth r- thatp§he§must not B

child's character. It s 1nterest1hg to n%te that o g -
'th1° passage 1nd1cates that even in ancient games the Lo

. mother's diet was believed to have an effectgoh her Lo e

‘he may be led astrav but ‘it is “the duty of the parents _ 3

.to pulde him. ThlS concept ‘is s1gn1f1caqt since '

. B . 4 . 4 . .
1s an important one since 1t 1S the parents who must

provide the- lov1ng care, phy51cal attentlon and gé . " v
“« ,Ll .gv ) )
moral guidance the1r children require. y : :

s
. ra »

N The mothep*sfresggn51ba11ty to her child béglns i
even, before/fhe Chlld is™horn. - In the Blble (Book of oot
S : . ¢ e :
Judges) there is a sectlon whi-ch refers to the>conduct

of the pregnant woman. There is a reférence qadeyto e L

dr1nk 'wine‘while with chrld for th1s w1ll aﬁfkct the N N
[y ' l? N ‘,( ) e '

Il

e, .
., - * ',’
.." ' . b4 o v . »

child's health and personallty. ( " 4 )
. Py e T
Rccordlng to Jewxsh law, a child is @%rn pure . .
13 b e .
and free of all sin. During  the course of hls llfe .

B v

.

“"Qx ( .
Cathollc law teaches the exact. opp051te L- they believe

2!

a Chlld is born wlth the ”orlglnal 51n‘? which is- ‘

. (

-

a, consequence of Adam s sin when he ate from the . S

«

forbidden fru1ts and thus, causlny hlm arid all his

decendents to lqose the supernatural state which God
.- 15‘ v, ‘ ) K
had intended for all men. . y ‘ ‘ -

In order for the child-to be absolved he must
be baptlzed Baptism deflned is a, "ceremony of :

N

1n1t1at10n by which one becomes an actual member of -

b &
N v

B ‘ ;o )  —
N et - —

3 . I




N ' . . ,4‘.1_ : b - ; - .,
. 3 . . s ,eo o . q.., ..‘ - ', . ~ 10
a® L i ., ., K 1'- .
P " the Church ?%hrlst 's Ivotlca; Body), w1p1ng out both .
. ‘L A " e .
: ,—ﬂomlylnal and actua% Eig and g1v1np "race. ) ?he actudl .
. (‘ s, oF - - - ,'\-o
, : ceremony 1s»penformed by'éﬂpriest“who gours Water on S T
. ,:“-ethe heaé of the recxplent of the blessfng ard sqys, '.,, e
. N ”__,, . =

v

‘He - Yho bellgves and is baoflzed shdﬁl be/save (Mnﬂ< - ",‘ : -t

‘ L Y X b : 'Q s
W ; 16 16) A The parents andﬁthe~godparents are, present . .
. B P ﬁ‘ - . -
f:“'%"- 3: and they mugte.at i%gs tlme, @rofess thelr own falth FREE ' ’ :
- “‘“9' . anﬁ‘promle ‘to glve the ehh%ﬁ 2. rellylous educaflon ~(fﬁ~- ‘ 'i_.,Jf :
:’ - . OnL Jerlsh r1te Whloh hes no parallel 1n’the ;“f'f fi‘ . ‘_;

. B ~. o
» Ca fho‘1c Church 1s theﬁfldyon Haben or}'the redemptioh o A

. e, ‘oz . &
‘ of the first- born - The f;rst borg son was offered to ‘ -
. -,God for the Burposo of 1eadersh1p and counSel and now T
R . - . -~ s I L .
7 he must be redeemed, thus g1v1ng up- the leadershlp to. L -
e . ces . . . .

. v
the’ Kohen, (bPlCSL) Therceremony, whlch taxes plgcg;'- A

. ‘o
Vo ),’ ¢ AN

"on the 31lst day of life, except on the Sabbath or o I e

. . ' +
-— . s 7 - -

S festlvals, symbollcally transfers’ the Leaderthlp from b,

o -
" J .

he: child to the Kohen. It 1is performed ba31cally, L ‘ C

% * 4

by the father paylng the ™edemption money to the Kohen

. -

who eitner, returne it to the father or donates it to ' ‘ ,
18 . . ] . -

charity. . - LT 3 x 0i', c ;o

. . ‘ . - - ’

. ) The PiQyon.Hebén is’reéhired ife - (a) the chlld _ . :

. -

. : nor the mother ,a daughterxof a.

. . - B R .
- . . .

L b w
Anv.one of these 1hree condltlonb is not present,‘the' T £
e - Y ‘
’ 1 [ w . * [ s R ' o “

Tor example, 1n the case .-

.ceremony 15 not required.
1 i . .




N of a flrsf born male Chlld born by Caesarean sectlon .

. - he is not requlred to haye a Pldyon Haben because he
- 198 R , o £
- did not open ‘the womb. e ) AN '

- [P >

'/There are no' Jew1sh laws which govern the namlng

. “e

) ,‘ . of the child. . However, 1t is o&sﬁomary*to glve the ..-!‘
- ysz ) chuld a Hebrew or Ylddlsh name (relatlng to- ££e Biole,,
%& -ﬁ“.,i\ 'God or’theﬁdewish people)?o which is used for reliéious'
r:L‘ f.pdrposes°and-Hebrew‘lggal documents., even though the -

Yoe g
¢
\ . '
- >~a -'->

parents may select- a gentlge ‘namé for birth records e

>

and everyday use.

: w1th an 1dent1f1catlon w1th the Jew1sh people and fhelr RA

- B .-

<. % " faith.. On the;r legar documentS'the‘name would appear,
. . - B e . s - B

"

*

/
Ihe Hebrew name prov1des the Chlld

~ < ‘Q

1"

-

' . B 4 . I . R
"as, follows: . T, L - " \

. 7 -~ %4

s S , mamc ben (son of)” fathen,s ,name

-

R ' “”é%;;/’name bayt (dauphter of) fafher s name‘A )
e i T ‘If”tﬁej}ather'qs of Prlestly or" Eev1tlcal descent, §he
K - tltle Ha-Kohen or Ha- Lev1 is added to the”name.21 ~~5 .
. B . Many chlldren are named after a deceased relatlve‘
. ' whose memory they'w1sh tq honor and preserve.22 I?fsz,"

. ‘ however, is up to the parents who:may rely on .lgcal,

Custom.., . s : : . - e : y U ) 3 . .‘.. -

..,, ) . , .

None of the references used had any mentlon of

laws-concernlng the namlng of a Cathol;cvchlld 5However

x

in a survey of arlmary séurces We found-that somejyarentsff
"t N - X N .\ .
/// profer ta nhame’ thelr children aftcr the Salnts, which =
L P e , l‘{' . - |
are numerous.  The Chlld 3 name 1s used durln?\;hgf o AT -
. . ¢ - . ." . L ] .. - \ '“ N : ; \ ”" .- f:
' .« ¢ ‘ ke Yo - T ..
‘ “', ’ ‘\;\ ’ - v T, ¥4
: e H , ) .. - ’ " v o M
Q T i Lo ey 16 ) - " .,
[]{U: ' o T “ S S . oo

P - : v .
e . . . o 4 .
. . - 3
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ceremony of Baptlsm when he' becomes an actual member -. e |
m * v N ~ B & : ‘
of the chufch. See-also ”Coﬁflrmation" wHich wilI‘ﬁg - S R
dlscussed later under the headrng,‘"Comlng -of Age. Lo T ’ |

.

Whlle the Catﬁollc Chlld (both male and‘femaLe) . o

-

offlcxally ge4§\;?§ name durlng the peremony of Baptl m e ] -

i

K - \

the Jéwish people have dlfferent procedures for naming ' K

, . . -

-

chleren of’ both sexes. The female,chlld is named in’ ~f" S
- the synagdﬁuc when. hér father 1§ called to the Torah ﬁ,“‘ 3'“ K' ‘ ;}
/on ;he Sabbath follow1ng her birth‘za LL? g I. " g x :” * :3
. -‘z_The nam‘ny of the Jew1sh nale Chllé Qé;ﬁééadurlng ?f-?"t‘ 'E\ J

- $A‘ . "’; e ‘\
:a‘ceremqny called the Bris Wthh.lS the Hebrew wond LRI . . \

<
R ’ R R . ..
i, v :

for covenant or.agreement. The BPlS is a @ellgldus I~ L
act, notu51mp1y a SUPVlCﬁl procedune, and takes Dlace . )
~1- - “ : * ¢ . )
. -on the 8Th day after blrth eveén . 1f this day falls oﬁ . e .
2u , ) . c .
.the uabbath or a holiday. =~ "'J C o, T,
The Bris is one of” the  oldest rites #n Jewish, | ' ° e
o . . ~ * N 3 .’ "\ M LA
ritual and its‘ovivln c¢an be found in the orah oL L. ‘o

N s
* s - . . b
. + R 3 ]

“, . ) . . . ‘. S ) ” . ' ., e LI
.o . “Phis is My: Covenanty which ye = « ' . .. ‘
o _shall keep, between Me and you and = . e,
' . ‘thy'seed after thee: every male. Sty e
: among -you shall be ejrcumcised. L ) T
P . And ye shall be circumcised in the . , e
o :; flesh of r fofeskin, and it shall ) L i
' ..bestoken of the covenant ‘betwixt Me ) . N
' "and you. And he that ik .eight days. - = _ e
) old shall be circumcised among you, 25" T ‘
‘3 every ma]e throughout your generatlons\ . , o
. f‘ﬂ..The EELR\P“““n when Abraham , pled 1ng to God that” Lo e
. SO v . ‘
he would observe 1is ways’ and follow ng percepts, . - EC L
! ’ , . ' ¢ .o , u‘ ’ '. )
R — . L . ' ’ " " . . s v
. . s ‘ . ‘ - /' . R L .
’ L. ) ” l‘, T . ‘ - - P '.
’ o s ) e ) ’ ’
. ’ v . . , ¢ .t $‘ ‘. " . < . e
' v~ ' ' 17 .l o ‘ . ’ B . e, ’ A
.' " 4 Py P} N ‘ - ’ . . e ;i ’ ) . . ko
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< © COI'TIC OF AGE"

~— -
4

Al
o

A child's initiation into adulthood is an import- = -

ant event in his life. It is at this time that he~-.
\\
becomes responsible for his own actions. -

\

. A , i . ) N ) .
. ﬁﬂ@:qewish boy looks forward to his Bar Mitzvah
t,

o the first Sabbath after his 13th birthday on the
v * 23 l
Jewish calendar. It is at ‘this timé that he is first®
- _-— ‘} .

’ called upon to narticipate. in the Sabbath service by .

ls,

3

. s .
\

. * * leading the conpregation. Yearing the prayer shawl

anv: the phylacteries, he reads aloud the section of ——
- ‘ﬁ’ -

- ths,?rbphetﬂ assigned for that particular day. He

»

. P

F3a

‘ ~

S S offers the appropriate blessings and then his *father

Py .

fives d‘penediction. It is-& very joyous occasien.

¥

“ E%

The Bar ditzvah' marks the besinning ‘of adulthood -- ,

v o

. the boy can now.make vows, take a place when a group .

sathers for community prayers, fast on the Day of
) , 2 2
£ fronement, and he accountable to Cod for his actions.

» ’

w5 » : e ’ . - e \
,fﬁ bven thousrh the actual cerdmony of,thggggp liLtzvah
i* a relatively new ritual (approx. I4th century), the

torm 15 found in ‘the ‘Talmud (Lavs.of the Jews). Accord-

-
-

"+ ine to ahe Jalmud 3 Bar ltitzvah is “any Jew who ) .
., i e 3 . CoeL . .
observas the commandments. In ancient times it.was

&

- s .

under: tood that a boy could be called to read the Torah .

' , ' N * " . B e * . .o
\ -

-

o < R .

~
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. ‘ - : 18
when he was old enough to understand it and.the ritualf
4 - '

involved., ° c

LN

»
2

Another ceremony which made its appearance recently:
& ¢ .

(1n the 20th; century) is the Bas Mlﬁzvah Essentially

this ceremony is equlvalent to the Bar ,1tzvah>in that

it gives the Jewish girl recognition as a Jewess. It

'] . L «

. is an acknowledyement of the understanding of her role

14

. -that hep educatlon and religious tralnLﬁk have glven,
4 ﬁer. It gives her-equal status with the male. ThlS

ﬁ " seems to fit in hlcely wlth today's WQman s Rights .
- T S ~

e

Movemerit.  The Bas Mitzvah 1s'becom1ng increasingly

s @

popular among Jewlsh famllles, rellglous schools,

‘and synagogueo whé w1sh to mark the religious turnlng

polnt in thevyoung glgl&s life.  -As long as -there are

. . . . no v;olatlons of the lawsé;n the Talmud, there are no ,
’ ' 6 “ L4
,; .objections to thls 1qnovat1ve ceremony. ‘

<

ﬁhhul ! Both the Bar ifitzyah and the Bas Mitzvaﬁ‘ceremonies
: \~’ .. are usually, folIpwed by a great feakt and gifts for ' -
| %bfﬁe honored girl or Eoi§ T |
L . . : The ceremony 5f Confirmation rather than being
based on tradltlon has been adaptéd from the Lutheran
s ‘ Church by the Reform movement in Judalsm. Prlor to

. ‘€%e formulatlon of the Bas Hltzvah, the Conflrmatlon
N P . . v
a AT was -used to demonatrate the formal Jew1sh educatien Y

K T

.recelyed by the pirls. Today, however, Conflrmatloq
"» is dome with a group of teenagers who have already

LI

,)\1
g




“m

y
’

l ' 19—

received’ théir Bar 'or Bas Mitzvah (usually at the age

.of 15'or 16). It is & ceremony in which.the children

H
3

of Israel confirm, their acceptance of Judaism and-it

L

rves to stimulate their interest in religious educa-

tion heyand the . Bar and Bas Mitzvah.

’ '

ation has its own rules about the
¢ ~

qualifications for the remony and when and how lt

. 7 -

" is to take place. ,Hg;ever, it usually takes place.

3t Shavous whlch falls at the end of the scHool

©

year. It seems flttlng to hold Conflrmatlon at this
N

.time since Shavuous marks the acceptance of the>Torah

by the, Israellfes at 1Mt. Sinai. The young people

#— an

_symbollcally acceDt the tenets of Jewish law now that

J
they have a basic knowldege and understanding of
7 . .

MY

t

Judaism. C
o
+ The Catholic Church recognizes two ceremonies

v

during which a child marks the beginning of a new

ohase in his llfe as a member of the Church.

?

In I910 St. Plus ¥ (Pope Pius) decreed that all

-

R

age of 7 for. it is at this age that thcy possess .

. . . . ‘.,'

reason. Communion is defined as ‘'the reception of .-« 7

‘fhe Body. and Blood of Our Lord” present in the Holy.

g -

Fucharist.” 1ltueu o t' ic *r¢« »arral »ractica for
ooy e aee of ree ntipn of tiils Sacrament has o

. | A ‘ ‘

00 b4 .
- 2
&

LI

A

{children should make their Fir'st Holy Communlonﬁat the ,
. \‘V .




N - ' L
.‘81nce~been decreed optlonal, and is often dec1ded by )

.

e ’ the parents. A neference to Communion is foﬂnd in the

- © Bible in the B@ok of . Luke 22: 19-20. o I
: |

- ‘Thls is my body whlch is: being
given for-you...This cup is the new - . ¥
. - covehant in my- blood which shall be
. - ‘ shed for you. 9

Communion cdntinuee-throughout Christian iife;-

hosever, the First Hély’Communion is celebrated ae an

3

A - 1npontant event for the Cathollc Chlld )

. It is not unt11 a chilq receives the SaEFaﬁenf“_‘*—-——*~_‘\

of Conflrnatlon that he is brought spirituaily to e

-

Y

adult age along with all "the dutles and respon81bll- o
1t1es of a full Christian in the soc1al 11fe and action’

~. of the Church and glves him-

e full gift of the Holy

—

age of 12, \\\\\

but this -is .not -a~strict rule. In order to

Spirit. ‘This usuallyfoccurs around-
e"confirmed) s
a chlld must be Baptized in the Faith, recelve hx or‘

qher Flrst Holy Communlon, and recelve substantia rellg-

ious 1nstruct10ns. These 1nstructlons are given durlng

. ) the elementary School years of the Chlld

-

" The Sacrament is admlnlsbered by a Blshop qQr a

, "duly’ authorized priest who' extends his’hand&'towardr N

those being confirmed and anoints their. forehead with

Chrisn (olive 6il mixed with fraprant balsam and blessed R
10
" by the BlShOp) in the form of the Cross .- Dur1ng¥$%e

course,of the ceremony, the reclplents choose the name
11
7 of a favorite saint toﬂadd to their own.

—~

K . . . . ) ' y

i
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Frieman; 1965

The Catholi¢ Encyclopedia for School and Héme,

Frieman, 1965

Ibid.
Ibid.

Donin, 1972

?riemén,'lgss

The Catholic Encyclopedia for School and Home, 1965

Ibid.

Ibid.
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MARRIAGE\ . . '
- ” o ,
® « . vy TSR - ’ *
;‘ . Selecting A Mate f S S Zf,:s'b ] .- e
.- I - L
e / | Rabbls encouraged people tq,mérfixggé multiply, ~ .
) , but to exercise extremg/dé;g in ecting'a partner T ) <

T for life. The fpllowing are guide lines from the d ' .
< : Ml K v//

- ' Talmud and Proverbs from the Bible concerning marriage ‘ '

and selecting a mate. ' i B

¢

- . ‘ : Talmudf‘ ) \ A

{ ' 1. _Hasten to buy(lgnd but be dellberate . .
e ' 1n selectlng/a ‘mate. < .
_ . - z . ) ' -
IR : 2. e who teds foq‘moné; shall have un- :

worthy offsprifig. . .
3. Marry hot a woman for her money or )
- beauty, for these vanlsh and damage
: results. )

. o * . Proverbs: Bible . .
1. House and riches are an inheritance '
from fathers; but a sensible wife
is a gift from the Lord. (19.14)

2. It is‘better to dwell in a desert R ;ﬁ"
land, than with a quarrelsome and ' '
nagging wife. (21.19)

. 3. He who finds a wife finds good .

) - fortune, and wins a favor from the RS

o Lord. (18.22) . : o

5 . E4

. Days In Which Marriages: Can Be Performed

- \ - . s

Marriages can be performed on any day of the yea; '

-

except the f&llowing: o R R e T "

°
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Mﬂ&»% .

' L. \The Sadpath.~ " RV B
- , 2; Passover, Shavuous7 Sukkos, Rosh . . -:. L.
s . . HaShana and Yom Klppur ~ e ’
3. 'Ih the course of Jewish history, the ' .
. SN séven weeks between Passover and- T
-’ “Shavudus have been marked with-* many ' .
. ' tragic events. During the year 135 '
. _.,7-C.E., many massacres of Jews took v
L . place. ‘It is considered by most B . C
Jews ‘as a semi-mourning period .in .
which weddings are curtalled s
- "« (Frieman, 1965) :
In a Qatholic weddlng, marriages were not allowed ’ : .
to, be performed on Ash Wednésday and ;the follow1ng daysvi ’ .
until Easter ounday ’ N S f':". ’
Crusin ~ 4 ) T ' : ) S s
, Erusin ceremdbny was the formal engagement of thei’ﬂ", .
couple. It differed from the modern concept of engage- \
i:t in that a formal bill of diverce was necessary 1f‘ CT .,
" . . — ¥,
th,/enpagemagt was broken. The Eru81n ceremony was — .7
tQp;formal declaratlon,of the couples 1ntent10ns. S : T
Y & : ‘ Y v

Much hardshlp would befall the bride- to-he if. the. wedd1ng~

>

would ndot take place, §o thls is the reason for the e

&
v

bill of dlvorce in the Eru51n cepemony.
s

" - < D LY

‘ Also formulated at the Fru31n ceremony was the
”» ¢ . )
Kesubah (Harralge Contﬁact)- ®
- . h N N . s il
. . ’ - - ’ M * ¢ .
ileswin ‘ , . ‘ ’ '
* Nesuin was the formal marriage curemony. MNesuin -
~ . ' ] . ' i ' ._ ’ ) R
,comes from the Hebrew word meaning ‘“carry’ The bride
4 LI L T * N * R v .
“vias carrjed or escorted to the homé of the groom. (Irie- g
man, 1965) - ’




. . R ’ - ' 25 , « s
N ':;“3, {:} h . ~ . ‘,'l« X . :",- B g . ) B * .
. SN L& . C mhecd 1 )
THe Orthodox Jewish weddine of the present combines

» .. ir’ one.service the old formal encagement, which is .
L , =nte k>

> ’

, N /- . L ) ' . .
. . immeriiately followed by .lesuin Ceremony. *This 1s not : ~

-

T P ) [
. the case in d Catholic wedding, ~ The only requirement

s that must take place is the posting of the marriage

X »
¢

sanns. for three consecutive weeks. . . , .

3 +
~
“

K4 . v .
4 . ' . . ' '

.t ' N ey ‘ > 3 . ; 3 : -
- ' e Tte Talmud Saves sav that no religious -ceremonies \

»

3

- . . , . . ’ . °c, &
S , snould be celebrated with bevérages other than wine. |

.
e ’ . ve

e (*pstein, 1272) The brigeé andtﬁroom, during the
- b )

eddine. ceremony, sip wine from the same cup teo symbolize e
. . = ,

' —

e+ that they vill share topether all the pleasures and” .

N
¢

- 5oys, protlens anﬁ\sorrows,that their futrue life

e

B

. -7 'asaits for, them. - . v oL .

B s B -

- . <

- "leddin~ 3and- ' . .

. M - .

N . “ 1 - .4” . . 7
g . . The oteddinc ring is. nlaced on tHe forefingenr of

- . ) .
~

S lthe hride's risht hand so that ¢veryone can witness

* “ A
’ »

‘ 7+ this act clearlv, . ‘ .. R ‘
P Y . ) . 4o - . o .

The Jewish law‘prescribes-tﬁatiﬁhe.wcddiﬁz ring - ’ B

should be a 80ligd gold rinc. * Tle'reason for this is so

. . ' :
the bride*mav enter ihto marriasre Without any possibility .
of déception. That's whv jeweled rings are -not allowed .

- 2
v

. ¢ . . -
to be used as- wveddins rings. .-

. .+ Keruvah ' , .

e

‘. The Ketuvah is the marriare centract. Its' forn
. e 2 . tE

~ “.
!

. makes cl‘qr the fact that maﬁr?&ngjmxs a contractual .
L) M - ;3‘ ;

relationshin bet%oen both parties -,

N .

[Aruiroe poviisa oy mc , . . o 3
- = .
.
.

. .
» o 4 "l




2% Lt . ; |
Iﬁ would be mlsleadlng to base a marrlage contract VT B

solely on materialistic thlngs., In the first place, both )

! - have to agree to the.marrlage, 1nvoludtary marriage was

. . . .
. . v [
[N -
- » P 0 -
.
.

"the Ketuvah is frequently

forbbdden.
Presentlx in’ America

. . o .
a symbolic document. No questions are about the _ - . .

4

»

Aufruf means "to call up, "

8

On ‘the Sabbath prlor

to the weddlng day, the groom ls called up to the Torah

‘t

*

to honor his forthcommng mavriage.-'

-

\

-

3

Kesubah (Marrrage¢Contracf)

v,

In the year 80 (*{L, it was the man's obllgatlon
upon marriage to give to the father of ‘the bride a'}i
spec1f1c amount of money to be held 'in case of the"

groom’s, death or dLvorce' (Ausuoel 197y)

‘

* . Today, the'Kesubah is a religiously binding

dhcument attested-to by two witresses who declare that

’

¢ . 4

R wvirginity of the bride. There is no exchange of money Vo R
between.the father of the grooi and the father of the “ -
brlde. Only the g1v1ng of the rlng by the groom to ‘ t ,
' -’ ’
the brlde. The Nedan vor dowry has dzsappeared but.
. ?,;"';: the form of the Ketuvah document remaihs unphanged} S
. . . h ’ ]
- (Ausubel, 1974) - A
: . . ’.’ . Rl ’
¢ ' - ¢ ) v .
- N > N . %
A ‘ . < *
. Aufruf - . . . ’ ‘
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o

Chuéah
The Chogah todaykls the\canopy under which the
marriage service takes place. - .
The Chupah is -supported at each of its' four cprners

The ﬁat rial‘of its' roof is

by an ornamental pole.

IR

, made .of s1lk satln or velvet a d embroidered upon

Sit were the,Hebrew PUbPlCo \ : o :
P .. "The voice ,of the groom - The v01ce . )
- ¢ of the brlde. . ) ,_‘1

T "The | sound of joy - The so .
Ty » gladness. .. )
' o S - (A’dsubél, 974) -

-, 1
PR T

Breaklng Of The Glass - 5

- ’

L In the year 586 B.C.E., the Babylon1 ns conquered

P Palestlne and destroyed the hord‘s Temple.\ The Jew1sh

.

peonle were: carrled 1nto ex11e into the land of Babylonla

There the jews pledped that thengould never forget

"wbat took olace in Palestlne, which is wrltten in Thb

1371h Psalm. R : .

t v

The groom recalls the destrugtion of the temple -

* ,

through the oymbollc act of breaking a glass on his =~ . °

'yr-(!(hn;' ddy. > A ' . ) .

~

4 ? 3 . 4 t
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. . Coat s b

The modern Jewish weddings have accomodated them-
selves to the dra;tlcally chanved glrcunstances of

‘ Jewish' life in America. The Amerlcan Jew has many

s

different réiigious:movements;' The Orthodox, Chasidic,

[

. Conservative,'anﬁ.Reform, each of which has” evolved its'

”~

[

. . £ .’ ‘, 4 . . . . . X ;‘
¥ wedding pat;%%ns. In America there has been an accul- v
' turation of/traditional Christian customs. These have

af fedted the liberal Jewish movements in the wedding
. 7

- L3

ceremony. For instance, the bridal shower and

double-ring ceremony are‘bharacteristics of marriag
practices among Christians. (Ausubel 197u) v i

s

Only at Orthodox and Cha31d1c Weddlngs are the ey
cerenonies stlll the saime as they were many years agé.
7 gt One can still hear the old folk-tunes played by

Klezmoriam (Folk-iusicians) thdt accompany the bride , '

_ .and groon to the Chapah.

\ ; -

The Tradltlonal Orthodox Wedding Damn

The tradltlonal Orthodox Weddlng Dances are:

1. Hora, L ‘ L. e

) ~ “ a

2. llazel-tov tanz

) 3. Machulonim tanz

-

At Christiag weéddings one can usually hear modern

R miLic  oromusic of the times, waltzes and music fronm




Bvoadway playﬁy

At an o%bhoqox weddlng’ one will still find the .-

Unterflh\r‘ers KYlddlsh for [scort ) Selected for this

honop ‘Wwere two maprled couples; one served as escort

44
for the bride the‘other for the groom.‘ (Ausubel, 1 97u§§

At a Chrlstlan %egdlng the Unterfihrer would bej
[N

'0

comparable to attendants. N
;

It is still customary at Orthodox weddlngs that

as the bride, her parents, the Unterfihrer, and any

other close relatives hold llphted candles in thelr

hands and make seven 01rcu1t§‘around the groom. (Ausubel

P
. ,_";’k" N -~

1974) . The reason for this is’iap old protective practice -

» . e
of the Caballsts for warding oéf ev1l demons.

- .‘\

Before the bride andjfroomn may be wed, thev MustY -

fast on their wedding day. This wae an atonement for

-

all their sins.
: a,

.Llthquph there have been many changes and borrowings.

from the ' ‘American CultUre, the Orthodox Jew (more

than any other) fi&hts assimulation and altering
tradition. Thev carry dver most of the values and
customs that their fore-fathers treasured. The Orthodox
» j »

Je'7 feminds me of the Vailing Wall in Israel, lasting

for generations upon generatians.

v o v >
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-Orthodox Jew is forbidden to hasten the death of a

"human, heine. A quote from Job savs.

Gnain . . ‘ . .

-

DEATI : T

«

A

. , 3 N -
. § .

".All Orthodox Jews today follow the ritual patterns

~

for the dead-that was fixed by the sages after the . -
. : - « 0% . e
destruction of the-second Jewish Commonwealth (70 C.}L).
Death, as the Orthodox Jew.conceiveé\gf\:t‘,ﬁoes

. N e

\ ‘. ' N : = N

not end’life, but returns the material body to dust. - N
[] . . h - e N
The soul, which is the part-of (B, returns to lleavén

to begin anew in the world to come. . ' N

. Life is-the of the Alnighty and iny.He;

ack Ilis gift of life.

’

the giver of life, can take

Therefore, nothing shodﬁﬁ‘ﬁisfen,degth.

This is a very gpntemporaby and controversial
< é
Q

e ¢

(fysubel, 1974) ot A

. .

v « 4 . *

issue pertainine to mercy killings and 1life. The .o

The Ldr‘d . ]
' N - 'r 'A
.piveth and the Lord taketh avay. (Job 1 21) _~ ~". '

.
4

13

. , N . ¢ o
A persgn ttho is a close relative of the dcceased : . -
M ! . &
is termed an onain. Ile is not permitted to p\r%prm ’ .
I} . ‘ LN

Vo

: ) \
anv ilitzvos such as prayer or putting on Tephilij

n~
[}

(Physlactéries).
4

/:n Onain (mourner) is not paimitted to sit on a¥

|

chair, bathe, participatg)in.joydu&.celebrations, cut
. N L

“ s , ' Ve A ~ ’
| 2 , oo s -
. . 31 PR
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v -

. evenihg dress. .

., . ' oo . 32
.

: : . “pr vy e Coe : .
his hair, study tHe fordh, or greet friends for .seven
R g T—— ¢ . i

L - . LI 4
‘.

.. day:. Thisg neriod is* called.. Sitting Shiva. . The *
It . . A . .
'iebretr vore G .lva means Seven. . ., .

The first mention of mourning or Shiva is “in the .

Y

.
pa— ~

"boo¥ of Genesis. ‘Ihen udCdb died, Joseph his son
* . . [ ad
~. mourned for his father seven days. .

~ ‘.

. - . '

.

» 4 . -

Preparation For The Funeral

°

The Chevra Kadisha (Roly Society) of the'commhnity

is immediately notified 'of the death. The members ofP
, . : . ,,

the society prepare for Taharah, the ritual cleansing - ;
- of tﬁe‘body for burial. * They wash’%nd cleans€e the body. .

jAfter. the body is washed and dried, it is wrapped.

in a white lipen shroud seun with'large loose stitches.

S

.

JIf the deceased was a'pious‘Jew llke the Orthodox Jew, .

then he is wrapped in h;“ urayer shawl (talllt) with

-

one. of the fr1n9e§ cut to s'mbolize that the dead are

n@t respon81ble for obser ving: tﬁe mitzvos.

.

Perhaps the single most non«Jew1sh burial” practlce

'
of the Gentlles is: - .
‘ -~ A If a man, he 1s usually burled in " -
' 4 lack tuxedo or suit. ! ‘ .
: “e o ¢ ) "

3, If a woméh, she is-buried in an’

fherf the bodv is placed in the coffin in front of which

mourners may pass to pav last respects and/or pray. The

~

coffin wav or may not be omen. The religious custom of .

A




PN

~

B
\

the\?brmal attlre for the deceased is related to the

of sadness and y wherein the d¢ceased is attlred

approprlately to meet hls Sav1o

! \

. \ The Orthodox Jews a e burl din a coffin made of

“;mh. ' piain pine boards. It 15 N8t painted and shows all the

<

imperfections of the grain. hy3~symbollzes the
imperfection of man on earth. .
) - Instead of the coffin being.nailed, as do the

Gentiles, it is glued.

g The reason that all Orthodox‘Jewish preparations

- -

- for burial are the same is that it doesn't matter if the

deceased were rich or. poor because in death the Lord

’. . 4

. . declared, "All men are equal before God
- /‘*\\

[ \
. Funeral Service

Ve

A very simple service is prescribed by Jewish iaw

»
«

as a symbol of resignation and acceptance of the judg-

ment of God., (Frieman, 1965) Orthodox Jews have no
. , liturgical or prescribed service for funerals. Thé\

Rabbi selects appropriate Psalsm.

-

fﬂ \Then’ the Rabbl»flnlshes the serv1ce, the mourners

¢
- ! I - 5 . “

crowd around the grave. The coffin is _lowered slow1y4
whlle the Rabbi .prays for the deceaseg Then the
mourners cast a little earth on the coff1n of their

(U beloved. - ' )

)




4

. Keriah is-Hebrew means "rending' or tearing of the

.rdrment. After tle funeral service, the immediate kin R

tear their garment in the upner corner to symbolize .-

o

a death in the family:

. ‘A
o 51Every mi#por in the house is coyén?d and‘tﬁrneq‘
’ to a wall. The %éflec;ion of a human being, whether :
- secen in the water or ‘in any polished surface is his ' :‘. . o |
soﬁl. Thﬁs, if the .soul of the deceased should see the ‘ s ‘/J
]

© . love, to snatch the 11ve-me1at1ve away to the other

(

" reflected image of any,mourner.‘it might try, out of e *
! . .
1
l
1
|

world. (Aus?bel 1974) - '

) ' Anothé€er 1nterpretatlon’of the covering of a11
reflective surfaces is that looklng-lnto.a mirppn shows ) 8
sinpgs .of vanity\ One should not “he concerned with the

way. one looks but,with life itself. s

. N .
.

then the mourner arrives home frof .the cemetery, .

o ‘ the mirrors should be covered and he should immediately

T

1"ht a candle that burns for scven days. ' ] f .

. tw

%euda 5 HaLra~Ah 2 _ S A "“ . )

. It is customarv for friends or neighbors to prepare '

~

.

~ the fifst meal after the funeral. Jewish custom suggests
that the first meal should include hard- boiled.eggs: .o

Feps, symbollve new life and hope for' the future. Life ;

must go on.” (IPrieman, 1965) - . -

I »
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The Periods of Mourniné"\ . : . : L

- L , Jewieh Sagées have divided, the period'of mouﬁniﬁg, * . o

in accordance with Biblical law, info three stages of. -
varying *intensity. T ’ ) .

L 3

Thleirst period, known as Sheloshim (thirty)

T relates to the fist thlrty days after a‘death. T\ > o ,

o~ ' The secohd stage embraées the twelve months from - :1.
‘the tlme of the death to the end of| the twelfth month

. - ' Yahrzelt 10 the th”ld stage and ‘begins on the

' anniversary of the death of:the individual.

2 "

-
’

‘Yahrzeit : . ‘ . ‘

A twenty;foun'hour.eehdle commonly cal}edgthev ) K .

Yahrzeit cendle;'is‘lighted in the hoie in observance. Y ‘: R
* S [ . . v o . .‘ ' t -

of this day. It is.also' the religious duty of the Jew*
to fast or Yahrzeit.' . | . > cooce

(“\ ' . M

‘It is an.-ancient custom datiﬁg from the -days: of

-

o . . ‘ L.
Jacobh, who set up a tombstone at the head of the grave Lo . .

-

of his father in honor of the departed.’ . . ’ R

. Unvelllng of the tombstone is held at the end of
the first year., It is customary to hold serVJces at ’ A
the'grave site. &t ‘this service the Rabbl 1ves the

- dedication in memory of thé deceased. ) U |

. On the tombstone the name 'of the deceased is ’ } S
. . L. , . \

insorihed with dates of birth.and death-also with the

. ‘relationship of the ‘deceased.

v, '

v
- a - , . .. . .

/
o ’ R -
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Yizkor - - % - "
i :‘: A -“. . s, PO N : ..
. - Yizkor is a prayer memorializing the dead in the . '~ .. =, . ° .
- . . . 2 ) . -‘. ." Y * -\ . . . P - i
synagogue during Yom Kippur: Shem;m. ‘Atzeres, PassoVey r -t Ty
. ST ., - .
and Shavuous. The Hebrew word lekor means, “‘May he .4 RS RC ’
PN » [N A . ‘_"’I N -
: remember . Jews-‘ask God to r'e"lenber the deceased. oo S T
. . . LI R - S
. {Fpieman, 1965) -~ : e PRI i
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K thls motlon is stopped he anake

. relatlve.

.%; CHILD REARING PRACTICES

A -

-~ . . L

"Ye shall be. frultful ‘and multlply,i'is thé first
+.

commandment of the Torah. JeWS‘want chlldren, not only -

because it 1s wrltten in the Torah, but because a woman

—— : . L

.is fulfilled or "made whole” by having children. Chila-
ren are a joy, and a'blessing. . ) ' - ;
The first months of the baby s llfe are surrounded o - .

v,
«

w1tb a tremendous amount of attentlon, warmth, and ' v

tenderness. The baby Sleeps with its mothev at flrst,

.

oI/ cradle or sw1nglng crlb,whlch is ver/

®

then in its'

close to her. The 1nfant 1s rocked constantly and if

and starts to cry,sa

-

!e is then picked up.and carried . Often the mother ,
wiir-s&ngasoft}y~fo“ﬁim untll he’ falls asleep agaln. ' ‘ ’
1he chlld is cared for by the mother or by a female “;jf-~j:JL‘.,_“.=

The Fathexr plays a llmlted role at thls , .

<
t

- e

SR
R . A
- « N 3

« - ~ N q‘;"-{

”ﬁe bab/ is wrapped'fivnlv in ‘oft, Varm c‘o*hn".

. . . £

" stage.

o 1} D

This convéys tendnrness, s01*c1tude, and ppotectlon —_—

/ e
pdSSe . o

from the hapsh wopld light, "evil -

cold alp, and the

ey The swaddllnp is also be11eved to keep the baby's o

N )

1egf and bank/a raxght. A few times a day these cloths

v N LT

- : v ’ e i
1 renoVed to permit, the baby to move freely. Thc body_is

s

38

~
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'3 !

.'“'alsg ﬁassaged. The baby is given a warm bath daily. ! -
., =J. , , 5
- Thls entire procedure is accompanled by tender c001ng

1

RS The ha1r is brushed and as soon as the male baby has

. ¢ o
- . . »

4.enough=ha1r5=earlocks ("peyos”) are shaped and remain -

pl

.+ & there as long as he lives.
R -The young are carried around or rocked by older

" brothers and sisters. The mother continuously sings’ B

s

and talks lovungly Iather, oider children and

- v1q1tors coo and use baby’ianguage in'a 31ng song vorce.

- . T R '

* ° .THe housé.is always, fllled with words. This helps . - -

L -

the child enter more easily into the Jewish world ==

Whieh is extremely verbal. Wor8s and talking come to
2

- ¢ = r N

; » . mean warmth, affectlon and secublty wh11e5511ence 1s

K avsoclated w1th rejectlon. i

. . L Fopd sg also assoclated ‘'with warmth and affectlon..
, ¢ ~ P A |

e The mothbr recelves great pleasure in ‘breast feedlng her

. ¢ p . o

vchlldren. .The baby is breast fed as often as he wants,_ AP

’ Uhen he cries the mother assumes he is hungry rIf'he’ . ) : .
» (: /‘) A Sm, - v Ve
1sn 't hungry the szgnal fust, Pe an 1nd1cat10n of some’

R .

other real dlscomfort The 1mmed1ate.cpmfort1ng_and

»

«

i attendlng to the baby's crying is not cdnsidered "spoiling”,

~ 1

- ' but rather correct procedure. In the average middle- b ) .

o~ [ e -t

< - / [ #n . A o

. infant is trequentlypfed;mn a schedule rather than “on . ;
: ; AT ] . . B
demand." Tt is not always taken for granted that the |

ST ' mothelr will breast feed todayQ Furthermore, the average ) .
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~ A

[

4 -

American mother places greater stress.on sterilization g

of hottles and the baby's ecuipment than does the S

Crthodox Jewish®mother. C

In further contrast to the infant in’ the traditional

/

Jewish family, the riodern American pafent'would pro-

N .

hably not plck up or rock' the vdunp child whenever he .

crwed particularly beyond thref> months. "This would be

~r is not uncommor to'console or quiet down_ a.

AN a L |
Yhen the ch1sh mother becomes prepnant apawn the

pahy must e weaned ats once, »He is weaned to'a‘cup or
- . ~ < toe
a spoon. The chiid i5 never permitted to breast feed

- e ”

.y

meyond the age of four since Jewish law prescribés that

no adult—amay—suckle at mother s breast. The child is

B4

1ntroduced td solid food anﬂ bv the age of two, the

*w

;;baby sits at ‘the taﬁﬂe_with the familvy and eats” table

Fosa - RN

(28

3 - N :

- . .

O
-~ . &

It is* also qu1to rormal for ‘the vounq.chlld in’,

- " te

the Amerlcan famllv to si't’ af the E ble fon meals with

the reQ2 of the family %v the t1n° he is actoddler. He .

-

eats table food soon after he has suff3c1ent teeth for

—— —~—
~ -~

chéwln@ and 1s éﬁEBﬁ?ared to«feed hlmsolf as part«of hls
A

pan UM e o \q

ppeparatlon“fppdé'Tfisuff1c1ency - "n

,considered 'sp0111ng” the baby. However, the use of a

N

t n . - ’
PR : T

Tqiéet training of the’Jeﬁish infant begins a little

R *—"“Sefopejsix‘months. .Syress i¢ placed on the fact that

,

o\ ce . : . ¥
proper elimination is necessary for ond.health. . .

. .- X:w.};'\l 4
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. A young child is encourazed by words and praise if he
o‘ * . :

does well. If he is ‘'naughty "“the sound - ‘ pheh, .pheh’

is madg to shotr disanproval. Early_qpcomplishmen?s such

v

R as standln,, walking and éépécially talk%ng, are a

g, , :
_ source-of great oride to the parents. -on the other hand
5

slow development causes the parents private concern.

PR AT . ..
The' age of‘51xrm®nths is concidered too young For
- ! I
startlnp toxlet tralnlng by most Amerlcan parents. Oné

%

‘and a half‘or two years of age isc closer to Tﬁe ex pectod

-~

gage:for'such tnalnlng.' Jith regard to ‘the baby's eiarl

-devélopmengal accgmbiiqhments,ma sinilar sense of pride
T 6 -
J

is ev1denced in Amgrlcan culture.

»

Greater moblllty o11c1ts 1ncreased concern on the

o

part of both Jew1sh parents. Father nowltakes a greater
t ¢ T,
interest in the child and.even holds the baby i hist lap

. vhile he studies. The child however will always be

mother's baby. flother contiﬁues to he concerned about

*

a)“etlte*ﬂnd phy51cal well elnr thqéughout_thé;ch%lﬁis\

1ife.

- -~

ileepinr is an accebtable show of emotion for women

. and children. Even men'can. display tears in ‘certain

6i%ua1§! altho@gﬂ'fhey‘ape not expectéd:to twweep as freely

~. 9 T ‘ ) oL

as women or children: ) " .

Iowever, in the mainstream American culture, the

attltuae towards weeplng is quite dlfferent %n’open

4 -

-_d1 play of tears by boys and ren is stenerally, fvowneﬂ

- -

*
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upén.' A "stiff upper lin' would be more appropriate
. )
than -reeping. In fact one often hears a crying child

told, “Don't be a cry baby, or "Don't be a sissy.'
Anerican children are encouraged to be independent at’

. . & e
.an early age. : .

In regard to the Jewish child's attitude toward the
1 ) L. . @

parents, this can be summed up in the Fifth ‘Commandment

s - . L
which states:, ‘ﬁonor thy FRather and Mother." ‘It is

expected that children‘would be loyal and devoted .tg

-

.A;Heiriparénts and randparents throughout thelr entlre
o9 ’

}ives. As to 51b11hgs stronp &1es and deep devotlon
are always expected. Life-~long loyalty and.carlng are
achered fo in . this eloee~and warm fam%&y unit.?o :
> The attitude toward grendparents (and-olde} people

in ﬂeneral) in contemborary Anerlcan society is not ~
generally baSed\pn devotig;jjea:%\and)resnect 1 Rather,

N
our soc;ety ig youth-oriented.  Often bvlder ue ple-:
‘wlgive on a fixed, low income. diany réside in a“nura;ng
» - R . "“—S—..
“*home, - or residence for older people, rather tham in ,
~ ot : - (

the home of their childfen"br grandchildren. The

11—

nﬂhlear famlly 1° the basic unit of famlly strmicturds

In essence, the Jew1sn family is The center of

L)

tradltlonal way of life. It is the famlly unit which

.

gives strength and v1ta11ty\to the Jewish 1life? Tt~}

‘is the famlly whlch has kept Jewlsh history and tradltlon U et

12 T—— -
\allve ¥ L ’ . )

S

»

o \ - -
N
N -
.
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’ Houvever, in contemporary American society, the
, -

purpose of marriage 1s not to preserve the heritage of
the past or for building the future of society, but

.rather for the enrichment Jf lives in the present. -

9

he ‘extended famil& is now far~f1ung: The nuclear

. o fanily: is all-important. The ideal family in our
urban- 'modern society is the 1ndependent seif-sufficient,
. ‘ * ,- 13 .
; self-cantained one. o .
. & h . . .

The Jew1sh famlly is male orleqxed Thé'hen are .

.

"glven central soc1a1 respon31b111t1es ¥s wbll a§§ .

‘
~ - ¢ - LAY

v -
domlnance in 1ntellectua1 and rellgious matteré .

Thus, in ghe “Family™ Settlng fhe rearlng of chlldren is
- ° R - s, .
. % T _ the pr1n¢1pa; goal espec1a11y male chi ren and their
- \ T . lu - ~a -

educatlon. : gThe father used to teach hlé son self-. .-

-

»

¢+ defepse skills. It was alsO\hig\gi}lgatlon to. teach

T~ -~ N 4..—-»1’ )

his son some $§kill to permit him to n a livelihood _
15 . ,

. k Tf*‘iﬂ~hi5~m3ﬁurit§. It 1§ the father s respd ibiiit‘,
-7 - S . SN

-~ - too , to pravide forahls chlldren S. needs. But ohe

s - . \ /"~‘~~

- ) *. the most basic duties 1s his son«s—nel;g ous educatlon.

P

P~ ~\ ) o The motﬁer’/fggj/is an educator+. Shﬂ_derag
' i

S \

/

'y P \
the‘Béiilcal Proﬁkvb\l-B ' r, my son, .the_instruct.ion

= ¢ of thy¢fathepwdaﬁd\forsake not the %eachlﬁé of thy
* \

. .,\, = .
o~ * “mother." - T

\ ’ ".,.’ ) \‘s . 1
~1y ~ .

. - . With repard to %isciplinc Jewn%h taw specifies
: _ ™~




that nunishment must Rever be overlyv stern or cruel.
*y L3 )

hildren are to he corppcted with patience, love and

rreason, not 3hy 1cal force.

-

It is believed that-a

healthy family atmosphere, growing

. . . . [
will enpender a healthy attitude in children.
t .
gg It must be notecd that most of these patteqﬁs of )
. [
family Iﬂ;e and 1nterpersonal relationships descrlbed .
| i ahove in the Jrthodox Jewish family stem from the ‘9?
Sl.tetle l;Fe (the lﬁfe of the Jewish communltles in ~i
- s“all townf’and vxllages of Lastern
- ) n;tterns con*vnun to be by Ashkenazl and H§51dlc “‘
> ..‘ x A ;'( N —_—
.as they live-_ n ﬁmerloa today. -
. » BN \ -
, . L - - — \ - 7
- L S , -
S —~ . , i ‘ N
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. " KASHPUTH ' ¢

A . e, . ’ . .

The Orthodox Jetr in particular., because of the

dlfflculty ih fulfllllng all the.laws,'tendé to live in

-

Fa’rly tarpe, close- knlt communities.

Y
o

Orthodox ‘Judaism is based on the Torat

-~ . N N . <

A central conviction in '‘Judaism is obediegfice to thr

and thé;Talmud; I

Hirzvahs (or laus) laid dobm by God -#hd given to iioses
in the Torah. This bodv of lau. known as Halakah, is

' ' intended to control every aspect of existence for the ,

nious Jew, from the vay he prays to the way he eats, 3

fror: Wis ethical hehavior to his sexual behavior.
There are 613 Mitzvahs or Commandments which were

inpartaed to lloses (348 prohibitions and 248 positivé

. D . : . . . e P
< . ' precepts). £.Dl deeds have a llturglfal significance and ,

. \ . R 4 . .
.+ . man must be conscious of his .'laker at 41l times. A~

. ) piousﬁlow vrears afl 'inner garment called a Tallis,
. ~hich has fringes on its' four corners to remind the Jew
. AN . , ! o : . »
' of his obedience to’God (Kertver; 1961) Every . K

- Y

e e Jeulsh home has - a Mezuzah fastened to the uoorpost Eb

) ) .
'7\?7’\ T—serve 3% a rerlnd‘r eﬁ\God's w111 . S,
The Jewish law3'that‘host Deogle'haVe heard ahout .

r

are Lhora applyins to food, _the laws of Kashruth. Accord-

—~ ) *i%y to Sﬁopal et al (1973) these lavs are based on”

~ o
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- N v

= Leviticua 11 1=~ us, which tells thCh foods are regarded

as Koshen. Verses b4-45 state, "For -k an the Lord your

1

God: you shall sanctify yourself and be holy.% ‘Versesi'

.20:25~26 state, "You shall set aside the cleén

N * . * g
beast from the unclean.'’ - - . .

The main dietary laws are these. All'Qegetables

"

and'fruitsiare Kosher and may be served with either
meat or milk meals. Any fish that has both fins énd i | N
scales is considered Kosher. Fish may not be cooked 0
-xogethéq\witﬁ meat, but can be cooked'dn or with milk.

lost domestie fowls are Kosher. Wild birds and birds v

of prey‘are tﬁéif. Treif is the word used for any -

food that' is not Kosher. ilot only are there restrictions

4

on kinds of fo& there‘gzi also rules about when foods

may be ‘eaten. To eat meat and dalry dishes .in the “ T

i

. same meal is not Kosher. A cerfain time ‘must elapse'
‘ . : .
after cating a dairy dish \before a pious Jew will eat \\;\\\

»

,méat. Separate pdts are used fpr cooklng and separate

» N
- © . N

dishe% are used for eating these foods.
There is a special way that Iivestock must be pré—
. sed accordlng to the laws of Shehltah This regula-
‘ tion is probably bést observed when there is a Kosher ' .

. butcher in the nelghborhood.g The Orthpdox Jew when o ' .

-,
o - . . . . » o -

. K I
traveling must many times carry his food, utensils and . .

‘dishes with him. This is undoubtedly one of the reasons
that Jews coming to this countr&“showed‘a tendency to -

~ . - '
» - . + . .
B * Y . .
b *
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"

4 . ° ) 9

. " u
.

* ‘ ., .

. ( L 3 . . ks 4 3 -‘.‘
to’ congregate in 1arge«c1t1es * Aside from‘klnshlpo

and frlendship needq belng more: easily fllled, it was: - ) o

- ’

more.possible to observe these laWS near a butch&v shop
, . N
.that was Kosher. =~ . : ', L

The emphasis on dietary laws is reflected in .
'tradionnal Jewieh ettitudés towards life Qithiﬁ the fémiiy
circle. '?he foundétiod of the Jew's moral strength is
the family, ‘which is regaréed as the sacred foun&atioﬁz,
of all life, the heart not only of dally 11v1ng, but of ’
the religion 1tse1f For this reason, almost all JerSh
rellglous holidays place as much empha31s on home

" ceremonies as on the synagogue ceremonies. The fundamental

purpose of‘the‘ﬁabbath is.to reinforce family solidarity. .

r

The Sabbath begins with the lighting of candles

‘before sunset on Erlday, and is ushered in w1th the ,\\

N .

recitetlon of prayers._ Its' restfulness is malntalned

[T

i y ’
by an.emphdsis- on -studying the Torah-or.Talnud.  The ~ : ‘
. ¢ ‘ . P , N . . ] ' I

_ Orthodox Jew reject§ every effort to defrpe Judaism
rely an ethlcal or moral code, rather he .believes

\
a1th, and in a hlstorl— 7o

-

cal and divine nece531ty for f‘elsurv;val.of the Jewish" -

-
4 . S

people : -

1 E )

The Jew has survived many trawedfe\\fn part through l .

'« the strong empha51s on‘}amlly Llfe and ln\acceptlnp

.

tradition as thL detd%mlnor of roles within the famlly

D

PR
structure. Although frlendshlg patterns with Gen¥iles
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N .
- exist, they are limited many times to the work

wérld{ while‘éocial l:;e takes place within the family

2
-
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/;CﬁRRICUﬁUM FOR %RTHODOX JEWISH CULTURE
\ .

\ I3
- . N .,Pn -

I3

I. Films: Titles'. - | I -

<

Note - Films may be rented by contacting: (A-D)
. )

. . J.J. Goldberg T - , 0
: . American Jewish Congress ’

. ’ 15 East 84th Street -
- New York, New-York 10029 .
Ao ChaSid ’ R ‘e ” ”
A sensitive film on the Chasidim of
Wiliiamsburg" (J. Green 35 min. Black -
and White) ’ '
B. Black Jews of Llmont (N.J.) “A fdscinating
o ) look at & fascinating community - Unusual" . u
- — (Avi Goren 25 min. Color)

C. Aba "A warm portrayal of an old Israeli
v .. Jew" (Bernie Limberg 20 min. Color) -,
‘D. Bar Mitzvah "fongue in Chegk impressidﬁ
- of the Bar Mitzvah ceremony as viewed by
thriteen year olds." (Bernie Finberg 20

min. Color) . .

. - . Note - Films E-L (Feature Tilms) and other
films can be found in catalogs of the
two largest film rental agencies: N
x Audio Brandon . . ' -,
, . T - 34 Mac Queston Parkway -
‘ © Mt. Vernon, llew York 10550

> . Contemporary Film§< . ‘
o . Princeton Réad | ~ : . LS
me—te ot - -Hiphtstown, New_Yoq§ﬂ98520 A N
B " I'. Impossible sr Saturday - Brandéni ; -
F. Iy Father's House - Cast Coast Productigns ~ (j
- - - 7 —~ - o - -
i . ’ R '$ ’

R .'G. Exoduq,; Uﬁixéd'AﬁtistS' :

f
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H. Diary of Anne Frank .- Films, Inc..

*I. Judgment at Nurenberg - United Artists

o (8

J. Gentleman's Agreement - A.D.L.

K. The Shop on Main Street - J.W.B. (15 E. 26th
Street, New York 10010)

- ??/A, L. Fiddler on the Roof «
"Some of the above films can be seen from tlme
to time at local theaters or on television. -
..2 .}7
II. Filmstrips-
_ Catalogs for fllmstrlps dealing with m Jewish
subjects, particularly educational, aré ayallable
- from: ‘ . *
'73 ’ Union of American Hebrew Congregat10n%>
’ 838, Fifth Avenue
New York, New, York 10021
Lo T The Eternal Light N
Lo ' 3080 Broadway - .
P Mew York, New York 10027. - o
- III. Films: Saﬁple Activitied and Objectives
-, v - ) )
7 S “A. After viewing selecftive films the student

. - will be able to p01nt out and discuss such
\ issues as:

R . 1. Cultural differences an& similar-
- ities between Orthodox and middle-
\\ class Amerlcans .

s

: 2. . The main p01nts of the filnf

3. Points. of 1nter£erences which lead
to misunderstanding or conflic
between Orthodox Jews and mid
class Americans.

4. To evaluate any changes in their

. attitudes aftér viewing the films.

5. Can the students_devise ways in .
which these confliets can be minimized.

*,
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I Suggested Readlngéi\ } . . - \_
B A. Hasidism (Eastern Europe) \
- . v— - K
oL T ’l.\ Mintz, Jerome. In Praase of-the:
. ‘ < Bal Shem Tov: -The Farliest Col- e
s lection of Legdends—ahout the Fou B
- =+ off Hasidism. Bloomington, Seecond: ,;, e T~
co . IﬁaianaaﬂnaverSLty. el L T
. ¢ e o IS N A\.’\:
, - 2. Buber,ﬁ&drtln. -Tales of"the Ha31dlsm
: ‘ - "The Early Mastébs,gﬂew York: = Schocken,
. B -« 1947, Colleétlon of Tales. LT
. . . P 3 i "%
: . . 3. Same as above, "The Later Masters" ) .
“ 19u8. '

hur A. and Garvin, Philip:
A People Apart; Hasidism in America
New York: Dutton, 1970. Photographit¢ -

T - ) ESS_%L:_:M_,_’.-"—%-'/"W o l\ - ) *"
e 5. MintziT Jerome: Legends of, the ‘Hasidisgm:

- : An Introductign—to-Hasidic Culture and
. Oral Tradition in the New World.

I~ ‘ | -~ Chicago: Uniwersity of Chicago Press,
" ... 1968.. .
B. Do¢umentaries . AR b N .
.1. Sanpders, Ronald. The Downtown Jews,
. ' Portrait of an Immigrant Ceneration.
New York Haﬂper, 1969 ﬁ';‘ / ¥ .
g ] ¢2- Schoener, Allo®¥ Ed. Portal to Amerlca
: The Lower Eastr 3ide, 1870-1925. -
New York: Holt, Rinehart-and Winston, - .

1967. Photographic Essay.

» .. Golden, Harry. /Pietorialinstory of
. "~+~. Jewish Immigrants to N;Y.CleQOO._f

w

ué Frank Anne. “Diary of Anne Frank.

C.. Fiction end Short Stories

e 1. Asch, Sholem (wrote about Amerlcan )
: . . and European vewish life) plays, ' ,
' - short stories; novels and historical
. . novels. (Best known novels are: -
The llazarenz, Three Cities, llotke thev
Tﬁlef Salvation. '

’ - «

= . - \.

)
o
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2. Sholem Aletehem - one
-~ .. writers of Yiddish Literature.

"famQus stories are Tevya the Dairyman,
(later known -as) FTiddler On The Roof,

“derived from his.writings and characters:

3. WieséI, Flie. Author.of many nobels, T
-among- which’are: Night, The Gates of .
the Forest; The Town Beyond the Wall.-. ' ¢

-

. . . DA §
Singer, Isaac Bashevis.  Great world
literary figure. ' Writes <in Yiddish |, o
and works are translated into English. - *
. Novels and short stories. Collection
of short stories: JIn My Father's
Court, The Seance, Gaimpel the Fool; - .
Short Friday. Novels: The Slave; Satan
in Goray; The Manor. . . :

* 3
. S. Potok, Chaim Novels: My Name is Asher . -
Lev; ' The Chosen; The Promise. , e

6. Golden, Harry

Prolific writer of

- stories, novels, doeumentaries.

He's

noted for his portrayal of Jewish
humor. Among his many works are:
Enjoy, Enjoy; Es; Meinkind: * For Two |,
Cente Pidain; Golden Book .of Jewish Humor;
The Greéatest Jewish City In The World; - ‘ ‘Wa

Long Live Columbus; Travel& Through Jew—
1sh Amerlca, +

7. Goodnan, Henry, ed "(transletor). :The
New Country: . S:tories from the Yiddi H
) . About Llfe in Amerxca i b
" D. Yiddish Languaze ' o
oL ROSxen; Leo. The Joys of Yidd~:h.
v $Also wrote hugorous short novel
of immigrant experience in English {
Night School.) "The Education of )
Hyman Kaplan." ] ‘ ~

-

Suggested Readings: Sample Activities and Objectives

Ty

A. Book Reports ' ~ .

~

Student will read at . lea§t one book from “he ‘
list of requived readings and will be able ,

/ L




VI.

VII.

Culture’qusule: Activities

‘ ™~ 56

to Pprésent an oral and written summary of the
book. _He will be able to describe:

1. Some traditions in Jewish cultlre
and compare them to average American
+ culturé. .

The gtudent will be able to prepare a
dramatlzatlon or role playing from a sequence
in one of the books depiéting a.cultural
aspect that the student became aware of
through the reading.

After‘;éading,the books the student will

be able to list those myths or 8tereotypes.’
which the book'dispels and those values
whlch were supgorted. '

bl

A.

Music: Activities

After role playing or viewing the attached
culture capsule students will be able to
participate in discussion of question at
the end of the capsule.

Students will read and discuss attached
"Introduction to Culture Capsule."
Students will be able to write their own
culture capsules in.small groups.

Students will be.able to analyze thelr
culture capsules. . ~

A.

€Concerts:

1.-.Jewisﬁ\£estival of Arts. It’inciudes
.a variety of artistic experiences.
Garden State Arts Center -~ Annual .
Jewish Festival, Judge Donald Meyers,
Chairman; Holmdel, New Jersey

2. Radio conceftsk» WQXR presently broad-
casts Israeli ‘and-Jewish Liturgical
Music Jrom 1:06 - 2:00 P.M. on Sunday .
afternepns. Consult listings- for

up-to~date details.
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1. dents will go to hear Hasidim
singing at the Lubavitch or Bobov or
Modzits,synagogues, located mainly
in New York City, and also elsewhere,
and get into the music as well as the
entire scene. The best time for singing
and dancing is- Sinnhat Torah, or if
possible, a weddlng or some such simha

* (celebration) in the Hasidic community. 5%
At Lubavitch in New,York, contact:
. f R

4
_ Rabbi Shalom Ber Hecht g B
. Machaneh™ 1srael House -
, Pre31dent Street corner of .
Kingston Avenue
v Brooklyn, New York 11213 .

2. (For the teachers use) The Jew1sh
Music Council offers’ 1nformat10n,§
catalogs, and resources on Jewish music .
to ‘individuals and group84u.=lrite them

*Lat: hd .

Natidhal Jewish Welfare Board
4 . 15 East 26th Street
’ New York, New Ydrk 10010

1

Museum Visits ’ ! .
A"y ‘. .

7.

%. Jewish Museum, 5th Avenue ‘at 92nd ‘Street,
New York City. Permanent and everchanging
exhibits. \ :

. Saturday 11:3% A.l. to 5:00 P.HM. .
Sunday and’ Holldays 1:00 P.M. - 5 00 P.M. .

' Over 30 tapestrles from The Manbush Workshop - {
igns by %gph artists as

Through April.27. .

ibition

celebrating the Biblical ondus;
and- features 1l painting$ by Ben Shahn -
(1898-13869). Through April 30.

Mondays~Thursdays 12: 00 P. M - 500 P M.

- Sundays 11: 00 A4M*:i\&\\\ P“ﬁ\ « A

s
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A}
. IX.
—
) _
, -

B.

Ho;}dazs to ‘ . -

B.

-

_ , ' N1
Metropolitan Museum of Art (5th Avenue at

80th Street, New York City) Special Pass-
over Exhibit. ‘

The Passover Story - The Metropolitan
Museum will ‘open an exhlbltlon on .
Tuesday which offers a look at the
Jewish home at the time of the Passover
Seder. Manuscripts, incunabula-and
other ritual objects made for the
domestic celebration will.be.on display,
1nclud1ng\a rare 15th century Haggadah
in illuminated’ manuscript, the earliest
examplé of a printed Haggadah, and a
group of gold, silver and ruby wineglasses
and goble@s from Germany, Italy and.

T
Bohemia. —

2

L S S e
. Act1v1t1es . T

VN e N \/‘.‘ .\
Students w1ll vlslt museum.and will be ablo

to give an oral presentation on the topic
he found most interesting.

*y

. A.. - Students, In~sma11 groups, w1ll research a

specific Jewish festival or hollday ~in regard
to traditions, historical background, and
food customs. «
1. 'Grgup reports.will be 'shared. Realia,
et newspaper articles,*nhotographs,
repllcas, posters, etc., will be
= utlllzed in the presentations.

© 2.. If facilities are available, student
. will prepare traditional dishes_ to
., . be shared by class members. Rec1ues
will be made available to all. ~°
If 'possible, exchange of social v1sats will
take place, for .first-hand knowledgc of the
Jewish culture in a home sett ting (a Holiday
or Sabbath meal might be suggested.) '

o
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' 'INTRODUCTION TO CULTURE CAPSULES -

. - ~. . . ! '
l. VWhat is a "::IEHFQCapsuie?" - > -,

A Culture Capsule ;gién\inaéfuctfbnal adkice con-

sisting of a conversation,' or'descriptive narrative,

in which certain specifib\cultural features |

identified with a selected: group of people are ~

deliberately constructed for_the purpose of ‘

analysis. ' BN AN x\\\\’ .
2v fWhgt is the purpose of a "Culture C;;gﬁle?“ ~ T~

© \ N .

A Culture Capsule serves to highlight the values,

opinions and attitudes which are common to a group

of people, as well as to describe the ways in which

such information is conveyed By individuals through

behavior or speech. - ’

o

3. What is the furmat of a "Culture Capsule?ﬁ“

. A Culture Capsule may consist of a dialogue or skit
N +~ illustrating a typical cultural interaction between
* typical members of the selected group, in a typical
veryday situation. It may also consist of a cultural ~
lem - solving" presentation, in which all the -
ingre\' 1ts of a situation are presented, but no
solutibon is-included. Or, it may consist of a
description of a cultural incident occurring in the
, .~ sglected group. , ’ -

In addition, %HarCap8u1e maf\be présen@gd.in written
form, on tape, or on videotape, or it may be simply
dramatized. feeling in a classroom by selected,

“;, students in a role - ‘playing situation.
4. How should a "Culture Capsule” be used?
R . It should be used to teach cultural understanding,

. cultural differences, points of interference in
crosscultural communication, and skills in cross-
- ' cultural communication, on a step by step basis. . e

~
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~

The selected cultu?ensetting. >

‘The Culture Toplc.and a descnlptlon of the
31tuat10n, bapkground explanatlon, and basic
principles. , , ]

The type of students for whom the cultural
information is-intended.

A set of-"cultural" béhavioral objectives.,

Illustrations of cultural features, symbols,
beliefs, attitudes, and the like, to be presented.

. . . p

Presentation: -

. ’-—-—~—:—”,7 . . *
Characters ~ ~ ) ¥
The dialogue — - .
The-audio-visual materials '
Other media .

P —— ]

Cultural items to be elicited from the students

7 (in’ keeplng with their-level of sophlstlcatlon )

1y

Shggested questions for discussions: ’

a. Related to the physical factors of the
situation - (tlme, place )y - ®

ke

S—

b. Related to the human factors of the
situation - (socio-economic, ethnic) and
the like.)

] [

¢.. Related to the expression of hidden values,
beliefs, and the like, through behavior
(gestures, actions, etcw.), or speech,
(style of delivery, Mdice of words, etc.)

.

Optional: alternate methods of presencation and:
aCtIVltIPb -




CULTURE CAPSULE ANALYSis

‘e

Viedo Tape.or Rolé-Playing Activity:

I. What are the objectives of thls Culture Capsule?

" 2. What cultural differences and/or cultural points of
1nterference are illustrated? 3 .
3. Does the, script 111ustrate a believable cultural ° i
. interaction between typical members of the selected -
ethnic groups? .
4% Are the followin§ ~aspects of the videotapéd capsule
- authentlcally represented? N

-
Q;} Characters
Dialogue

Body language (gestures, facial expression, gait,
stance, etc.)
Attitudes, values, oplnlons and Realia,

v

5. What alternate methods of presentatlon and act1v1t1es° :

" o

+ [S
-~ w

Written:
1. Is the title appropriéte?'

2. Is the description of the situation and. background‘
information sufficiently clear?

- )

.

3. Is‘thepg a logical sequencing~of events?
4. Is tHere a sét of cultural behavioral objectives?

5. TIs the culture“capsule in keeping with the level of
sophlstxcatlon of the students for whom 1t is intended?

6.. Do the followxng dlscu551on questions adequately bring
out® the" ballent poir s of the capsule?

-
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THE CEREMONIES MAY BL DIFFERENT, BUT THL

o

FEELING IS THEL JS/\.}ﬂ:

(A Comparigson 0f Rituals Ausociaﬁ;‘,WiTh Death

; . Between Orthodox Jews and Cafgglics) . :

-

Objectives: The student will'gain knowledge about -

' differing customs surrounding .death

.4in the family. The student will ‘compare

#and contrast roles and norms concerning
death in two separate cultures.

€

P
]

.o Cast: Méry, a Catholic giri‘of Irish descent.
. Sheilla, a Jewess. ‘
. Both girls are students at a large High:School in a metro-
politan area. Their meeting takes place on the way home
from school. - . :

t

Mary:' Sheilla, Hi! I haven't ‘seen you lafely. .

: / i
Sheilla: "Mary, my grandmother died,.so I was
‘ home’ with the family for a few days.

Mary: Gee, I'm sorry to hear that. I - n
‘never met your grandmother, but I
] know from all the things you told me
’ about .her, she was a really good )
<. person. She was a good cook too.
» That cake you ‘brought in that she
*  made was delicious: I'll say a
prayer for hen,

- .

Sheilla: Thanks, Mary. At deast she didn't,

o ' suffer. 7Tt was all over in a few

\ -

. . hours, - C
Mary: Did you have a big funeral? I
remember when my grandmother died « .
we had one car just filled with
flowers going‘to the cemetery. My
arandmothar. died at home too. I
- was really.sc¢ared when the priest came
to the-house to absolve her. I
~ knew she was dying ‘when I saw him
"womes But se:ing the priest really
We.’e: her happy and peaceful.

62
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. Co r , ‘
o . Sheilla: Well, Mary, our customs&ara quite -
o different. Our custom is .to\rip
L ‘ ) our clothes at the moment of Qg:i. ,
~ Mary: Why? - . . o
'Sheilla: It is the traditional act of moﬁrning
. . . . and grief., You know, my’ grandmother .

"also said a confession before dying.
It is a prayer, "Understand, O Isreal,

T ' gy L ‘the Lord our God is one, I acknowledge
- . you, She. asked that her death be an
. ' atonement for her 51ns. )
] g Mary: My grandmother also made her last -
. - - . confe581on. ‘Tell me some more about .

- " . . your customs. " .

& - ‘\\ ‘. . \ L
Shéiila;\\ﬂell, all mirrors are, covered and the -
( bBody is not left alone until the

T e moment of burial.

-
v

\ "o N ‘J
E . “ .Mérys lee the-Irlsh wake' \ \\\\f :
r < N | \‘
v~ ' -Sheilla: Jewash tradition .also requ\res that
. < ‘the bural "is simple. eceased

'is buried in a égpple shroud’, Men
are buried with a tallit over the .
shroud and. the coffin is made o
pinewood. There is no viewing,
the body is bupied within 24 hours

I think that is go;é\;dea We all
wePfe so sad sitting around that funer&l "
parlor for three days. I'd inuch -
rather remember my grandmothgr the way
she looked when she was al:.v<-:\.\6

y

- Sheilla: A common Jewish custom is 'to st ;K:’L

S . " seven times with the coffin. The
‘ number seven symbolizes the word
"hevel" %utter fuxility.) ’ » .
: AN
;o ~ Mary: When my grandmother died the funeral -
ree - procession circled the.block where sh
. lived and stopped at her house before A
. ) .~ g0ing on to the ceremony ‘at the ‘
cemetery. \
g {
‘. /:,‘ » ’ o
- [N " v . [} ¢
“ 6.3 r .
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Sheilla:

I was telling-you about/the association
of the number seven. /[This number is

~also associated with Shivah, <the seven

day period of mourning. Frlends kept

coming to.our house to 'keep us company.

Now my father will be rec1t1ng the

Kaddish at all public services for the .
next eleven months. ' , ' / -

I really think some of your customs . .
make a lot of sense. I am probably >
more .comfortable with mine, but the

main thing Sheilla is that I hope

both your grandmother and mine go to 4
Heavén and meet there. ‘ .

Who knows? They may be friends already. , .
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