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FOREWORD

This student text Cultural Continuity andChange in
Mexico'and the United States embodies two dginct features--
advance-orggazgF-FEff comparative methodology. The advance
organizer is adapted from D. P. Ausubel's theory of reception
learning, and is a systematic overview of the major ideas
to te taught. There are three leveli of 1organizers-2-unit,
4apter, and section. These organizers appear on separate
pages, preceded by the letters AO. The study and reading
of the advance organizers may be omitted, but the theory
of their use suggests that if the student first gains some
knowledge of what he is to study in depth, he acquires
anchoring concepts to which more detAiled information may
be subsequently adapted.

' The second distinct featle is the comparative approach,
an adaptationtrom ethnology, Instead of two separate ac-'
counts of the history of Mexico arid the history of the United
States, an attempt is made to coMpare and contrast, to point
out similarities as well as differences, arld attempt to
explain and not:merely to describe. For this reason, most
chapters are divided .into four chronological periods--pre-
Columbian, colonial, nineteenth century, and contemporary- -
and the developments within those periods presented and com-
pardd. Hopefully, the student will acquire not only useful
knowledge about two important neighboring countries, but
he will also acquike an explanatory system to help him under-
stand why there are differences and similiarities in the
cultures of the two countries.

The'pilot edition is lacking two.features we hope can
be added when funds become available. The first is a com-
parative pictorial essay, which will help the student to
visualize the comparisons described in the text. For ex-
ample, one of the distinctive features on the .Mexican land-
scape is the baroque church, with its flankirig,towers and.
dome ,over the crossing. In contrast, the Georgian, single
spired church, modeled after St. Martin4S in the Fields,
is a standard feature of ecclesiastical architecture in the
United States. ..Illustrations of this nature will help the
student to better conceptualize differences in the two
cultures.

,

The second feature we hope to add is
in Spanish, with English on one page and
on the opposite. A bilingual text would
serve the function of using Spariish to to
useful information about Mexico,.but it would demonstrate
to children the utility of Spanish as a. language of in-
struction and not merely a literary form.

a parallel text
he Spanish text
hus not only
ch children

11
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- This book now consists of seven chapters, for a quirter
pr semester course of study. In the event a teacher is

/0 unable to devote This much time to.this,comParative study
of Mexico and the United States, it is suggested that the
first few chapters be uti14,:zed in conjinction with either
Chapter 5, 6, or 7.

F

Other projected chapters include:
Comparative Physiography
'Cultural Perception and the Landscape
the Arts: Art, Architecture, Crafts, Music
Educatidh
Technology
Population 1

Two capitals--M ico Citi and Washington,' D. C.

The unit has three major objectives. The first relates
to an increase in knowledge. As a result of this study,
the 'student will acquire new facts, concepts, and general-

e izations about the history and culture ofMexico and the
United States. The second objective relates to methodology.
This book is a systematic comparative study of history and
culture. The student is expected to develop skills in com-
parative analysis and synthesis which he may transfex'to.the
study of other cultures.

The third objective belongs to the nebulous area of
understanding and appreciation, and is important though more
difficult to measure than the tWo cognitive objectives

,

previously described. It. is hoped that this study will
contribute to a greater respect and understanding of cultural
differendes7-of Anglo of the Mexican heritage apd Mexican
-American of the Anglo heritage. This tense of respect. and
mutual esteem is important for the development of democratic
citizenship in sections of the country where large numbers
of Americans of Anglo and Mexican heritage come into contact.
And it is important for'Americans of Mexican heritage to
Understanding the culturaj roots of'their forbears while
gaining a better:appreciation of the English institutions
which form the foundftionof their country--the United States
of=America. , .

. .

. And finally, Lt is important for hemispheric cooperation
that the Latin American and Anglo worlds gain abetter under-
standing of each-other. Contacts of trade, touri,sm,.in-
vestment,' and Migration are increasingly important while the
United States is :ndreasingly portrayed in Latin America .

4
unfavorably as the vulture of the North. Thus n espousing
a greater knowledge and appreciation of Latin erica by North
Americans, it is also thought that Latin Americans might try
to concurrently acquire a greater knowledge and appreciation
of tmer,i.can culture. .

..

12
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But, .a beginning must be made somewhere. The United
States was.the first independent country in the Americas,
and, in the' course of time, has become the largest and
wealthiest. Americans of the United States can begin the
process' of hemispheric understanding by more study of the
history and culture of the Latin American countries. This
book is designed to contribute. to this effort.

13
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INTRODUCTION

It is the year 1500, a convenient time to mark the
beginning of modern history in the West. That remarkable
flowering of intellectual and aesthetic revival, the Renais-
sance, had suffused' Europe with anew life, 'a new spirit.
But for the purposes of this story, two important achievements
had occurred. One was consolidation. After a period of
internal discord, two countries achieved a national unity--
England under the Tudors and Spain under Isabelle and Ferdinand.
Soon they would become classic enemies, dynastic jealousies
fanned by the religious differences which would pit Protes-
tant England against 'Catholic Spain. The second event was
one of expansion. The bemarkable voyage of Columbus in 1492
had set off a scrembleif discovery, exploration, conquest,
and colonization; For almost a century Spain enjoyed a
monopoly in America, transplanting to the new lands her
language, religion, government, and economic system. And
then, tardily, Englesid began to establish colonies on the
Atlantic seacoast of North America, finally ousting France -
from the continent.. Neither England nor Spain were destined
to remain in control of the Western Hemisphere--the Spanish
as well as British colonies revolted and beame independent.
But independence did not,meaff the end of British nor of Span-
ith influence. The Western Hemisphere became a captive of
the European culture area through colonization, divided into
two major sub-cultural areas known today as Latin America
and Anglo America, ea611*,ith a distinct language and way of
life.

t
This text you arg about to study has two major themes.

The first themeis continuity. The second is change. For

`some
remarkable thing about culture is that it can change in

some ways and'yet remain the same, like the prdverbial char-
acter who remains mean and,stingy even in his suit of new
clothes.

The central character of our story is named Culture.
Menin-his physical attributes, is everywhereivery much
.the same.' Despite some differences in skin color and tex-
ture of.hair, biological man is the same: he walks uprigilt
on two legs, has two arms and hands, and two eyes, nose, and
mouth in a head tied to a torso by a short neck. He eats,
he sleeps. He is born and he dies. .A not very remarkable
animal, despite his bipedal locomotion and tool-using hands.

But those tool using hands, combined with a very re-
markable brain arid a capacity fo4 language, has permitted
man to create for himself a speciol kind of world no other

al has. A world of culture--A world of artifacts,
-knowledge, behaviors, values, beliefs, and feelings that

x
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can.pass on to his-young through learning. An despite
the fact that man everywhere is n'uch alike, the cultures

, he creates for irk.aself can be vastly different. He can
'N4Uench his thirst by lapping im,water from,a muddy pool,
or sip an iced beverage from Waterford crystal. He can cut
firewood to burn in a chimney, or make coke to burn in a
brazier. He can hunt or farm, ranch or garden. He can
live in a cave or in a penthouse. And all of these ways
of.-living he passes on to his.ohildren and his children to
theirs. And although culture is not genetically transmitted,
it is inherited. One generation passes on to another its
skills and tinowledge as well as accumulation of houses,
furniture, bric-a-brac, and other possessions laboriously
achieved.

Just why sone people rake certain adaptAions to their
environment is riot known. But by the tire western Europe
emerged from the chrysalis of the Xi/Idle Aces, people in
England and Spain had become to think of therselveS. as .

Englishmen and Spaniards. After all, their lands were not
the same and the verdant green of England contrasted sharply
with arid brown of Spain. And while Saxon may have fought
Norseman, he had not fought the Moor. Nor had kiis country
been for half a millenium subject of companion to Muslim-
Berber influences. So each in his own land in his own way
bad made for himself a way of life that suited his needs.
Arid young Englishman or Spaniard, chameleon-like, took on'
his culture and carried it with him wherever he went, like
the worn but comfortable coat it was. And Go it wap that
one day George Washington set a precedent for two terms as
President of the United States and withdrew to his Mount
Vernon plantation on the Potomac. In Mexico Iturbide had

. himself proclaimed emperor and initiated half a century' of
political strife. Such a cpntrast over-simplifies the corn-.
plex processes of culture-continuity, but,it dramatizes
the fact that the legacy of England and of Spain did not
end with their loss of political control.

In the process of,transplan-ting and growth in the New
World, both English and Spanish cultures changed. There
was the adaptation to the new environment and there were
changes in Europe. The England of George III was not the
same England as in the days of Elizabeth, nor was the Spain,
of Charles lir the same as the Spain of Isabelle and Ferdi-
nand. And in less than half a century 500 years will have
elapsed since Cortes began biz- first march to Tenga124,itlan,
and 400 years sir,.,: Jamestown was founded. There has been
time for the culturil roots to set and to nurture a rich
branching.. So in technology, business, and government as
well as in the more mundane ways of living, there has been
time to change. In this process of change, two new cultures
have emerged, Mexican and American. The people of both,
nations can be proud of what their forefathers have shaped.

xi
1



But in the shaping, they have retained the legacy of Eng-
land and Spain which make tie cultures of the two countries
different despite the homogenization of twenteith century
industrialization, modern technology, and business.

1
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UNIT ORGANIZER

sCULTURAL CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES

This book has two main themes, given in the title.
Can you locate the words that name these ideas? The first
idea is that the cultures of Mdxico and the United States
have many traits which can be traced back to the Spanish
and English colonizers. This idea is expressed by the words
cultural continuity. The second idea is that cultures do
not remain tne same, Tut change in time. Thus the dultures
of Mexico and the United States, are similar tc .those of
Spain and England, but are mot the same.

Take, for example, language: Mexicans speak Spanish,
and Americans, English. But the language is not the same.
A Mexican can talk with a Spaniard, just as an American can
talk with an Englishman, but both Mekican Spanish and Amer-
ican English have changed in 'stress, pronunciation, and in
word usage.

But what is culture? What is it that is stable and-
yet changes? The first chapter is devoted to the concept
Of CULTURE, the big idea thst.anthropologists used. to refer
to the total: way of life of a people;' from. language =and .

games to work and housing, The next chapter'then moves on
to examine the processes of CULTURAL CHANGE. You will learn
the reasons why cultures do not remain the same. The third
chapter develops the idea of CULTURAL HERITAGE--the fact
that modern day Americans and Mexicans are what they are
because 'they have a past, a history expressed th4ough
different culgures.

Each of the next chapters take up a particular aspect
'of culture to show how cultures remain staZT-6-WMTE-n-ange
occurs.

--
LANGUAGE is the subject of Chapter TV; RELIGIO

. Chapter V, LAUD TENURE, Chaptdr VI, and POLITICAL NSTI UTIONS,
-Chapter vrt, Language is the most important asp t of culture,
because it is the way men transmit their ideas. They not
only comtunicate in the present, but the past speaks through

e. .written ecor!ds and archeological remains that are inW-
preted in terms of language. Language, which separates
Mexico and the United States into two different speech
communities, is tn: most important means of maintaining
cultural identity.,

At the time Mekico and the United States were colonized,
religion was one of the most important parts of the culture.
Aztec, Eastern Woodland Indian, Spanish Catholic, and
English Protestant--all had their way of life shaped by
ideas of God and-right conduct, punishment and redemption,

L01 17
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sin and salvation that seems fax removed from today when

J
a minority of people go to church and shomin centers open
on Sunday. Yet in many ways our ideas of virtue and the .

good, of the way to behave, and the juitific :,,ion of pun-
ishment are derived from our religious heritage.

....... .

Until the twentieth century in the United States, and
even now in Mexico, the basis of the economy was agricultural
rather than industrial. The system of owning land and the
organization of labor related to land influenced not merely
the way of making a living, but the whole social structure.
Thus the fe14..alTlike land tenure system of Mexico and the
small - owner - operator farm in the United States influenced
more-than ecommIcs--land tenure was related to the class
system, econofflic development, and the issue of political
'power, the control of the-state.

The last chapter in the present book is devoted to
political institutions. It shows the diverse influences
of centralization in Mexico and decentralization in the
United States. It sp:ws the relationship of representation
to the development o9 democratic institutions. Mexico as
well as the United. States today have. republican and demo-
cratic forms'of government, but they are different. In the
process of cultural development, Mexicans and Americans
have developed political institutions whiCh meet their
needs in ways which reflect their different cultures.

:

The cultures of the United and Mexico reflect
their heritage and the processes of change, giving to each
nation a distinct personality and character. Understanding
these differences- may contribute to more effective Mexican-
American cooperation.



Chapter I

CULTURE

Chapter Organizer

Culture is the man-made part of,life that a group of
people learns and passes oh to the younger members of the

. group. The things that people believe, make, and do are
all part of culture.

Enculturation is the process of learning about one's
own culture. When a chi14 in the United States learns to
speak the English language from his parents, he is being
enculturated. -iChen a child in Mexico learns to speak
Spanish from his parents, he is being enCulturated.

Culture is different from heredity and different from
biologi1401 needs. Culture is learned whereas hereditary
characteristics and biological needs are yith the child
from birth. -Learning to eat in a certain way is cultural.
Having a certain color of skin is hereditary. Being
thirsty is a biological need.

41k

Language is an important part of-culture. It enables
.man to learn a great deal about the past and helps him
-prepare for- the future. Zither' animals do not' have language.

Man is the only animal who has culture. Man has the
ability to think on a much higher level than any other
animaa. Language helps man to think and:to control the
things around him- Man' has di'acoveredand invented things
to help him control the environment. He has created ways
of,growing and storing food so that he will not go hungry.

There are some cultural needs that are found. in every.,
culture in the world. These are called cultural universals.
Language is a cultural universar because all cultures have
language.

Cu4ire is made up of many different traits. A fork
is a trait and,so is a way of holding a foN7-5iffereni
cultures have different traits. These differences are
called variations.

gr`
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CHAPTER I

CULTURE

...

Culture is the way of life of a group of people.
Culture 'is that part of the group's way of life that is
man-made. It consists of the things, that the .people have
'learned to do, to believe, to value, and to enjoy
throughout the group's history.

The habits, customs, and even the ways of thinking
of a group are part of its culture.. The tools, skills,
objects, and institutions are part of culture, too. The
language people speak, the way they eat, the way they
dress, and the way they make,a living are dart of a group's
cultUre. Even the games they play, th4 mul5 they sing,
the. stories they tell,, and the pictures the paint are
part-of culture. The ways they organize their families,
raise their children, and worship God are alliparf'of
culture.

Culture is Learned

Culture is th t part of a groUIS's way of, life that is
man-made. People re not born with culture; they mustlearn it. People teach their culture to,other people so:
we can say that people transmit culture.

Learning the ways of one's culture is called
enculturation. Enculturation begins when a child is very
young. He learns the language, games, and ideas about
right and wrong of his culture while he is growing-up. Helearns the proper way of eating in his culture. He learns
what clothes to wear and how to wear them according to the
custom of his group.

Children learn agreat deal about.their culture from
other children but they learn most abqut it from older
people. They-learn about.their culture from their parents,
relatives, teachers, and other adults. Culture is passed
on or transmitted from generation to generation. Adtltss,
are members of one generation while children are members
of a-younger geation. The transmission of culture from

4
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generation to generation simply means that older people
pass on their culture's ways to younger children,
Enculturation is the process of a younger generation

.

learning the ways of their culture from an older generation.

Biology

'Culture is that part of 'a group's way of life that is
man-made and that is learned. There are some things.about
groups of people that arenot man-made and that-are not
learned. These things should not'be confused with culture.

Man has certain biological characteristics. They are
biological because man is born with them. They are,not
cultural'because trey are not man-made and they are not
learned. The bi;d1s..gical characteristics of man canbe
placed in two gr:,ups heredity and biological needs.

Hereditary characteristics are thbse which are
inherited from bne's Parents. Color of eyes, hair, and
skin are hereditary CKaracteristics., They are not
cultural because people do not learn them.

Biological needs are wants that alf living things have
and that cannot be ignored. All men have the same
biological needs. All men'need food,,water, and shelter.

-from cold' or bad weather.

This bock is aboilt cultural change. Biological needs
and hereditary traits are not part of cultural change.

Only Man has Language

Language is a part of culture and Culture is learned.
These two factzarerelated because people learn a great
'deal about their culture through language. Language is
the use-of symbols to communicate meaning. Language can be
written and..-4- ran be spoken. Language can help aperson
understand things that-he has not actually experienced

+himself.

Here is an example of how language can help people
learn about somefhi.g that they have not_seen themselves.

'w Do you know anything about George Washington? Of course

2
: 5
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you do. You probably knOw quite a bit about him even
though you have never seen him yourself. You learned
about him through language. If someone told you about
George Washington they used oral or spokep language. If
you read about him you used written language. Either way .you learned through language.

Language can be used /`o prepare_pir the Ature as well
as to learn about the peak. Here is an example of how
people can use language 'o prepare for the future. Boy and
Girl Scouts study first aid so that they will know how to
help someone who is hurt if an accident occurs. Languageis used .to help people prepare for proble'rn5 and situations
that they have not faced before.

Othdr animals cannot prepare themselves for situations
or problems that they have not faced before. Only man cando this. This is becausd only man has language. Man uses
language to transmit his culture. Animals have no language
so thel. cannot trahsmit culture.

Some- animals do.comfnunicate with one another. They can-
make sounds that warn!,against danger, or show anger or fear,

. but they cannot leain about what happenedbeford they were
born and thby cannot imagine the future because they have. nolanguage.

.Other animals'learn most about their ways of living by
copying or imitating their parents. Their lack of language
limits them to learning only -about' what. is happening at thepresent. These animals cannot teach their young about
anything they haven't experienced themselves.

-Only Man has Culture

Man is different fromother animals because only manhas language. Man is different from other animalS in other,waytt6O. Man is the smartestanimal in the world. No,
othet'animal has the ability to think like man does. Man's-lability to think comes" from his brain. Man:sbrafn is
different from other animals' brains. Man has a larger
brain for his size than any other animal. When the total
size of the'animal isconsidered, his brain weighs more
than that of any cther animal. Man has the ability tor)
learn.things.that other animafs-cannot-learn because 'of his
brain.
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One of the ways that man is different from ether
animals is that only man makes and uses tools skillfully.
He.can do this for two reasons; his brain provides the
intelligence, and he 'filt'developed a hand with an opposable
thumb that can grasp and hold.things. Try holding a bat
and hitting a ball without closing your thumbs.around the
handle. The thumb-finger grasp gives a firmer grip thank
a finger grasp. Try, threading a needle /thout using
your thumb. Much finer coordination is only possible from- ,

using the thumb and index finger together.

Man uses his ability to control things around him.
He does not simply react to his environment,-or thipgs
around him, like other .animals do. Map discovers and
invents things to control his environment. Man discovered
certain fruits and vegetanes that grew wild. He invented
ways of improving these foods and of keeping insects off -',
-of them. He also invented ways Qf preserving-the foods so
he would have something.to eat during the.season when the,
crops do not gr6w,

.

Cultural, Universals

All gfOups of men throughout the world have:culture:,
This means that 'all groups haye ways of living which they
learn and pass .on to the younger generation. This is true
of traditional-cultures as well as.of modern cultures.
Traditional cultures are those cultures which have not
changed very much for hundreds or even thousands. of years.
Moderncultures are the which have, changed very rapidly
in the papt_hundred yearp.. All-groups, fegardless of
their way of living',"have culture.

.Cultural universals are those cultural needs- that are
found_in every culture. Language is- a cultural universal
because all Cuitures"have ways of communicating. Technology
is a universalliecausd all cultures have ways of making
thingP. Economy is a universal because all cultures have
ways of exchanging goods and services. Family is a

/ universal because all cultures have families. Religion is
a universal because all cultures believe in the super-
natural. Value is a universal because all cultures have
standards ,of right and wrong. t,*

411,4t,t...JL
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Cultural Trait Variations

Culture is made up of many different traits. A trait
is an ridividual item of culture. An object used in a
culture, such as a fork, is a trait. A way of behaving,
such -4 holding the fork in the right hand, is also a
trait4

4

ltural needs found in cultures throughout the world
are c lied universals and individual items of culture are
call traits. Traits may be.thought of as specific
examples of a universal.in a particular, culture. Different
cultures have different traits. These differences are
called trait variations:

English and Spanish are language_ traits. Languageis
a cultural universal but language traits often vary from
one culture to another. In other words, different languages
'are often spoken in different cultures. The primary
language of the United States is English while the primary
language of Mexico is Spanish.

Material Culture

Cultural traits-can be divided into two groups; those-
belonging to the material- culture and those belonging to
the ridnmat.eria culture.

'7
The term material culture-is used to describe all of

the. traits of a ,culture tikkt are man-made and that can be
tseen or touched. Man-made traits are called artifacts.

Some artifacts that are part of the cultures of the United
States and Mexico are.hammers, plows,'saws, chairs, tables,
and guns.

Some cultures have more material traits than others.
Cultures that have a high level of technology usually have
the greatest number and varieey of material traits.
Technology is the way that things are made. A high level
of technology means that machines are used to make many
things and that energy such as gas, oil-, coal and
electricity i4 available to provide the power for the

. .

'machines to make things.

1
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The higher the level of technology, the more numerous
and complex are the artifacts. A power ditch digger is an
example of a complex artifact while a shovel is an example
of a simple artifact. A culture that has,a.high level of
technology can make more numerous and more complex
artifacts. It has a rich material culture. A rich
material culture is one. that has a large.number of artifacts
as well as many complex artifacts.

Some cultures have a very'small material culture.
They have few artifacts because they have a low level of
technology. That is, they do not have a great deal of
energy for power and they do not have many complicated
machines.

Nonmaterial Culture

Culture is made up of more than just material traits
w artifacts. It is also made up of the way that people 0,

act. The way people act is called behavior. The way
people behave is determined by what they believe. Every
culture has certain beliefs about right and wrong. 'Beliefs,

';are .Often called values. Nonmaterial culture is not,made
up of artifacts. bionmaterial traits cannot be touched
because they areways-of behaving rather than objects.
Nonmaterial traits are just as importantjas material traits.

There are variations in the nonmaterial traits. of
Cultures just as .there are. variations in :Ithe material
traits." One universal is differentin Mexico than it is in
the United States.' The present is the time that. has the ,
greatest value in the culture of Mexico. Finishing a
conversation with an old friend may be more,important,to
Mexicans than being ontime for an appointment with a
doctor. In the. United States just the opposite is the
custom. Most people in.theUnited States wouldnot stay
and finish a conversation with the friend if they have an-
appointment to see a doctor. They would think that it is
more'important to be on time for the .appointment. One
custom is not better than the' other. They'are simply
trait variations. One trait is; acceptable in Mexico and
the other is acceptable in the United States.

2
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Conclusion

Culture is the, way of life that people lean and pass
on to-the younger members of the grbup. Enculturatiibn
takes place as people learn their culture.

Only man has culture because ,only man has language and
the ability to make things to.control'hiS environment.

Cultural universals are those needs that are found in
all cultures throughout the world. Each culture is made
up of different traits. Traits vary from culture to
culture. 1

.
The material culture, consisting of artifacts, can be

seen or:touched. The nonmaterial culture-consists.of
traits.that cannot be seen or touched. Ideas, beliefs,.and
values are part of the nonmaterial culture.

0
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ChapterII

CULTURAL CHANGE
.

Chapter Organizer

All cultures change. No culture remains the same.
Old ways are replaced by new ways. Modernization is the
rapid replacement of the old with the new. ,

There- are four ways new things are brought into a.
culture to bring about Cultural chdnge. These four ways -

are discovery invention, diffusioh,-and acculturation.

-Discovery is finding out something already in existence
but not known before. Finding gold in California in. 1848
is called a discovery. The gold was in the streams and
mountains of California but people did not know it was
there.

An invention is the use of knowledge to make something
new. The electric light bulb was an Invention. Previotis
knowledge about the energy of electricity was applied to
making a new way of lighting..

Diffusion is the process of a trait moving from one
culture to another. The Navajo Indians use designs in
silver whichare found in Arabia. They were brou.ght'to
Spain by Arabs and adopted by Spaniards. The Spaniards
brought the designs with them to the Southwest where they
were copied by Navajo silversmiths and became part of the
Navajo culture.

Acculturation is the adoption of the traits of orie
culture by,ianother culture as a result of contact between
cultures. Frequently traits are shared, that is, both
cultures adopt some of the other's traits. The Spanish
invaders of Mexico brought their Spanish culture to the

. .,,Indian land. Many Spanish ana'Indians came in contact
with one another. Each culture' adopted many of the traits
of the other culture. From the Spanistv,,the Indians
adopted the Roman-Catholic religion and the-,Spanish
language. From the Indians, the Spanish, adopted' many new
foods and sohle Indian words.

AO 11
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- The sharing of cultural traits between two cultures
as a result of contact is not at the same rate; Usually
the conquering culture has a more powerful government tared
forces more traits on the weaker culture than it adolAs.
This was true in Mexico, where the Spanish conquerors
destroyed the Aztec government. The Spanish also had a
higher level of technology in -terms of_ iron tools 'aid
weapons..

'All of the traits of a culture do not Change at the
same rate. Some traits change faster than other t. Traits
of a culture consist Of two major tyres---matetial traits
and nonmaterial traits: Material traits are things which
can be touched and seen; nonmaterial traits acre behaviors
and beliefs. Material traits often change faster than
nOmaterial traits. In Mexico, the Indians gave up their
flint. knives for steel knives before they gave gip. their.
Indian language for Spanish. Knives are material traits;

1 language is a nonmaterial trait.

A culture is a stable way of behaving. If too many
traits changein too short a period of time, cultural
stabilityis lost. Cultural stability'comes from knowing
how to behave in a culture. This comes from people
knowing what to expect from others/ and what others expect'
from them. The Spanish conquest of Mexico destroyed the
government and the religion of the Indians. It took years
to create new systems in which MexicanS of Spanishpand
Indian origin could work together as Mexicans.'

Cultures in both the United States and Mexico contain
many such examples of cultural-lag. Cultural lag happens
when traits of a culture no longer fit'or work together
well. Thishappens when some traits'change.faster than
others.

-Acceleration'of change is the speed up of chadge. It
usually occurs when a culture has many traits. The more
traits in a culture, the'more likely it is that there will
be new inventions and discoveries. .-The more inventions and _
discoveries there are, the more the culture will change.
There was'more diffusion and more invention in the United
States than in Mexico, and thus the rate of change in the
United State's has been accelerated.

12



Planned change, is the purposeful' bringing about of
. change. There are many instances of planned change in

Mexico and the United States. Mexico recently planned and
completed a subway system for Mexico City. It was planned
as A way to 1elp solve the city's transportation problem.

All change is not welcomed, sometimes it iS resisted.
People do not always want change. In both Mexico and the
United States there are people who resist new ways of
doing things. Some people in these two countries will not
use modern farm machinery like tractors.

In both Mexico and the United States there are parts'
of the cultures that 'are much like.they were a hundred
years ago. In Mexico, there are Indians who do not want
to be like Modern Mexicans. In the United States, there
are places where people live like their ancestors lived ,in
the early nineteenth century. But in both countries, most
people want those changes which will bring them better

, housing, more food and clothing, and more chances to enjoy
a higher standard of living.

29
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. - 7 ,-.: . CHAPTER II

CULTURAL ,,CHANGE
. _

CultAiree Change`.

Cultlires do hot remain the same. 'They are continually
changing. Some. cultures change rapidly While others change
'slowly, Old ways of doing things are called traditional.
A farmer in the United States or Mexico who still uses a
hoe or a horse or mule drawn plow is farming in the
traditional way.

New ways of doing things are called .modern. A farmer,
in the United States or Mexico_ who, uses a tractor, a
mechanical plow, harrow, and harvesteris farming in a
modern way.

When a group- of people change-their way of living by
using modern rather than traditional ways of doing things
we say that their culture ismodernizing:- Modernization
is taking place in cultures all over the world. Every
culture in the world is using artifacts now that they did
not use years ago. Every culture in the world has beliefs
and behaviors that they did not have years ago. -

This book is about how two nations are changing and
are becoming more modern. It is about the procesSes'of
culttral change'in-Mexico and the:United States'.

7
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Causes of Cultural Change

Section Organizer

There are four causes- of. cultural change. They are
discovery, invention, diffusion, and acculturation.
Discovery and invention are changes that come from within
a culture. Diffusion and acculturation are`changes that .

are from outside the culture.

Discovery is .finding out something that already exists
but that is"not known. It is an addition to knowledge.
The discovery of gold in Mexico and the United States caused
changes in the cultures of the two countries.

Invention is-the new use of knowledge. It is the
combination of two or more cultural traits into something
new. The electric light bulb, which was invented in the
United States-, is a combination of knowledge about
electricity and about the ability of wire to conduct
electricity. The Mayan Indian calendar, which was invented
in Mexico, was a .result of combining a knowledge of numbers
and astronomy.

Cultural change results from invention.more than it
does fromidisbovery.

Diffusion is the process-of a trait moving from one
culture to another: Many, Mexican-food traits have diffused
to the United States. Many. United States automobile, traits
have diffused to MexiCo.

Diffusion between cultures that have close'contact over
a long period of time is called acculturation. A great deal
of acculturation took place between the Indian and Spanish

'cultures in Mexico. Very little acculturation took place
'between the Indian,and English cultures in "the United States.
;

,
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Causes '.of Cultural Change

There are foui .causes of cultural change. They are
discovery, invention, diffusion, and acculturation.
Discovery and invention are changes that cone from withi.m.
a culture..

Discovery

Discovery is finding out something alreadyin existence
but not known before. It is an additipn to knowled,3.. The
IndiamS of ,Mexico discovered gold. in the mountains 16d
streams of the northern part of the country. The gold.had
always been there but its presence was unknown to the
culture until it was discovered by them. Gold was also
discovered in several places in the United States.
California and Georgia are two states it which gold was
discovered. As in Mexico, the gold had always been there
but its presence was unknown to-the culture until it was
found or discovered.

The discovery of gold in Mexico and in the United
States contributed to cultural change in the two countries.
It encouraged the Spanish to settle in Mexico and to
conquer the Indians so they could get the gold. It
encouraged thousands of people in the United States to
rush.to California in 1849 to get gold. Many of these
people stayed there and settled permanently. This led
to statehood a short time later.

Invention

Invention is the -;dew use of knowledge. It is the
combination of two or more cultural traits into something
new. An automobile is an invention because two traijs,
the our-wheeled.carriage and the internal combustion'
engine, were combined to Make something new. The invention
of the attomobilv changed the culture of the United States.

'Many new;industriee:have been created to make automobile
parts, tb-repaV automobiles, and to provide automobile

.-:idgurahce, .The. invention., of the automobile 'may have
, changed ':the "'plattire of the United States as much as any
other jayentiort.

i Ping ago-the Mayan Indians of Mexico combined their
owlisage of numbert and astronomy and invented a calendar

that.-was4p isome. ways superior to the calendar being used
Europe at-that time.' This invention changed the Mayan

-

. culture, The -people used .the Calendar to decide when to
-plant and hirlrest-croPs.

.
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ihomas Edison, one of America's best known inventors;
used his knowledge about -the energy of ele'ctricity and of
the ability of wire to conduct electric% to invent the
electric,light bulb. The invention of th electric light,
bulb changed the culture of the United States. Electric
lights gave off more light than the gas lights that were"
being used, at that time and were safer than gas lights.
Many people began using electric lights in their homes and
businesses.

There are several factors which help bring about
discoveries and inventions in a culture. Trait inventory,
education, and demand are three of these factors.
.Inventory refers to the amount of traits in a culture.
Some cultures have larger trait inventories than others.

More inventions come from cultures with many traits
than from cultures with few traits. The more traits
culture has, the greater the chances of them being combined
into new inventions. More. inventions come from the United
States than from Mexico because the culture of the United
States has more traits to combine. Another- reason that
theie are more inventions in the United States than in
Mexico is due to the higher level of education. More
people attend school in the United States than in MeXico
and they go to school for a greater'number of years. As
the United States and Mexico both increase- the numbers Of

_their traits and imptove'and expand-their'educational
systems more and more inventions-will come from the two
cultures.

Inventiohs are not-limited to the material culture.
Some inventions are part of the nonmaterial culture. Social
security was an invention in the nonmaterial culture of the
United States. It is-a way of-paying retirement and
survivors benefits.

Nonmaterial inventions are often not welcomed by many
people in a culture. _Many peoplewere opposed to social
security when it. was first introduced to the culture of
the United States. Employers did not-want to pay a percent
of the employee's salary for retirement benefits, and
employees did mot want to have money taken from their pay
check as their contribution.



Social security became an accepgftd trait because of
the demand for a way of providing ieCome fqr retired workers
-and their dependents. Demand referp to the desire of the
people to.have a trait.

The ejido system of land.ownership was an invention in
the nonmaterial culture of Mexico. It was a plan to take
much of the land away from the rich who owned it and divide
it among the many poor people who were landless. It was
not a completely new invention because it was an adaptation
of the system of land ownership that the Indians had,used
before the Spanish came to Mexico. Under the ejido system.
the land is owned by the government but the people may use
it. Many wealthy landowners in Mexico opposed this
invention.

. More cultural change takes place as a resqlt of
invention than of discovery. But neither invention nor
discovery are the major causes of cultural change. Most
changes come from other cultures rather than from within
the culture. Many traits in the cultures of the United
States and Mexico came from other-countries. Both the
United nStates and Mexico use glass that was invented i
Egypt, 'silk from China, cotton from India, and the Cotton
jenny and loom from England. These are only a few of the
many traits that are common in both the United States and
Mexico that came 'from other cquntries.

Cultures that are isolated from others change very
slowly because theyhave little contact with others and
their changes come only from discovery.and invention. Very
few cultures are isolated in'the world today. Most cedtures
have contact with others and changes occur as a result of
these contacts. Cultural change as a.result of contact ,

with other cultures can take two forms--diffusion and
acculturation.

Diffusion

Diffusion is the process of a trait moving from one
-culture to another. Diffusion often takes place when there
is trade between cultures. Many traits from the United
States have diffused to Mexico. Automobiles, soft drinks,
and appliances made in the United States are now part of
the culture of Mexi:.7o as a result of diffusion.

\
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Many cultural traits of Mexico are also part.of the
culture of the United States as a-result of diffusion.
Mexican foods such. as taco's, tArtil/as, and enchiladas
and Mexican art work such as silverwork, leatherwork, and
pottery are popular,in the United States.

Diffusion alto takes place from trade, war, inter-
marriage, travelers, newspapers, radio, television, and
motion pictures.

Often diffusion takes place in both directions
two cultures come into contact. They each adopt some of
the traits o.f the other culture. When Kit Carson and
other mountainmen came into contact with Indians in the
United States over one hundred years ago diffusion took
place. The mountainmen traded steel knives to the-Indians
in return for furs. As a result, steel knives became a
trait in the Indian culture and the wearing OT'Airs became
a trait in the culture of the mountainmen.

.

-Cultures seldom adopt, all of the traits of another
culture. Instead, they select,some for adoption and reject
others. The Indians of the southwestern united States I

adopted the use of the horse from the Spanish but did not
adopt the use of the saddle. Some of the Indians of Mexico
adopted the plow and other tools .of the Spanish but Uidhot
adopt many of the Spanish crops.

As traits diffuse from one cultitre to=ghother they often
change in some way. Some of the traits of thg Spanish .

culture which diffused to Mexico were the use of religious
paintings and statues in the churches. The church paintings

.

and statues in Mexico are different from those found in the
churches of Spain. The skin color and features of Christ
and the saints in Mexican art work Makes themadok Indian.
Even some of the crucifixes are made to resemble corn_husks.
These changes in Spanish art traits occurred,when the
Indians interpreted Spanish religious art.

Diffusion is not limited to the sharing of traits 3,

between two cultures, that have contact with one another.
Sometimes traits diffuse around the world. The-use of
tobacco is such a trait. Tobacco was first used by the
Indians of America. Its'use diffused to Europe and then
to Asia. From there it diffused to the Eskimo cultures of

36
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North America. The diffusion of tobacco from the American
Indians to the Eskimos was not a result of direct contact 1

_between those cultures. It was a result of contact between
many cultures.

Acculturation ' .

When cultural contact occurs over a long period of
time; the process of traits transferring from one culture
to another is called acculturation., Acculturation took
place between the Spanish and the Indians of Mexico. The
cultures maintained close contact with each other over a
long period of time. Many traits diffused from oie -

culture to the other. Each group maintained many of
its previous ways of living but adopted many of the other
group's ways too. Some of the Spanish traits that are
part of the culture of Mexico today are the Roman Catholic
religion, the Spanish language, the-use of/domestic
animals for farming, and the physical 'layout of villages.
Some Indian traits that are part of the culture of Mexico
today are types of common food, artwork, some house types,
and many'farming practices.

Limited acculturation also took place between the
early colonists of Jamestown, Virginia and the Indians led
by Chief Powhatan. These two cultures had close contact
over a long period of time. The colonists adopted many .of
the traits of the Indian culture in order to keep from
starving and freezing.to death. They learned to plant
corn from the Indians. They also learned to build huts
that would keep out the snow and some of the cold. The
Indians adopted many of the traits of the English colonists.
They learned to use guns, iron cooking pots, and other iron
impleMents such as the iron tomahawk.

Acculturation does not take place merely becauses
cultures occupy the same territory, and people of different
cultures come in contact with each other. Some religious
groups in the United States, such as the Amish and the
Mennonites, maintain their own beliefs and customs even
though they have close contact with people of the dominant
American culture.

Old Amish use:the horse and buggy rather than
automobiles and they dress in a style that is traditional
for their group. They make selective rather than wide
use of electricity:, machinery, and other traits that are
used extensively in the dominant culture of the United

21
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States. 'The Amish and Mennonites maintain their culturdi
identity by rejecting the culture of the majority, and by
'selecting only those traits which can bemade a part of
their way of life.

There are some examples of cultural contact without
acculturation in Mexico, too. Some.Indian communities

..,maintain their own language, dress,'beliefs, al-ad other ways.:
that are different from those of the dominant culture of''Mexico. An example is a,group of Mixtec Indians who live
in Santo Domingo barrio in the town of Juxtlahuaca-in the'
state"-of Oaxaca, Mexico. The group has maintained its own
culture and has not been acculturated into the dominant
culture of Mexico. These Indiahs speak, the native Indian
language, Mixteco, rather than Spanish unless they are
dealing with merchants, priests,'and other townspeople
outside their cultural group.

The men continue to wear white cotton, long sleeved,
collarless shirts that are homemade and ,trousers that
reach to midcalf wherethey, are tied.. At the top, the
trousers are secured at'the waist'by wrapping and tying
'at the back. They wear leather sandals called huaraches
on their feet and sombreros on their heads. Theyomen
wear white cotton blouses and printed cotton Skirts which
reach almost to the-ground. They cover their headS and
shoulders with dark blue cotton shawls called rebozos,
Most Mixtec Indian women in the barrio wear shoes.

When these people afe,sick they prefer to gd to one
of the local curersrather than to a professiopally
trained doctor. They believe thatillness is caused by
evil spirits. '

{
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Cultural Stability and Cultural Lag

Section Organizer.

, -culturaJ. stabili4yvbccurs when_people know-what is.
expected .of them in their culture.. The more a culture
stayithe same, the more stable it is. Mexico and the
United6States became less stable after the Burgpeans.
arrived. Both cultures are now changing. rapidly and many
people do not know what behavior is expected of,them.
When people in Mexico and the United Statesamove or change
jobs,.cultural stability is decreased.

Cultural lag is the lack of fit among traits. All of
the 1)7E.FE.Ta'culture do not change at the same rate.
When some traits change more rapidly than others, cultural
lag results. An example of cultural lag is today's
concern with pollution. In the United States--and other
industrial countries--people became concerned about
pollution caused by industrial waste long after the country
had industrialized.
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Cultural Stability and Cultural Lag 4

-Cultural Stability

Culture is the way of life cif_Apgrouzof people.
jlirote the culture stags the wine, easier it 'mss for--
people to do what is expected of them. Whenpeople know
what is exce9ted of them intheir culture, cultural'
stability renits. Cultures must have some stability be---
they cannot survive.,_ The more a culture stays, the same,
the more stable it is?

In'a stable culture the people use the same type of
tools, hold the same jobs, live in the same houses, and
have the same incomes for a long time. In a stable
.culture many things remain the .same for long periods-of.
time. Traits change slowly in a...q.able culture.

In Mexico, fbr exmple, the way of life of the Indians
was much the same for hundreds of years until the Spanish
arrived in that country. Food,-houses, religion, and
language are a few, of the traits thqechanged slowly
before the time of the Spanish conquett.

*
The most table cultures in the world are those that -

have little cdfitact with other cultures. They change
only through discovery and invention because there it'no
diffusion or acculturation without contact with other
°Cultures.

After the Europeans arrived in Mexico and the United
States, the Indian cultures bec4me much less stable. A
great deal-6f cultural change occurred in a Very short
period of time.

-.
.

Rapid cultural Change reducers cu±tural stability.
As many new material and nonmaterial traits are introduced
within a short period of time people 4o.longer know
exactly what is expected of them.

'

Modern^countries, such as Mexico and the United States,'
are not isolated from other cultures. As a result, their

'cultures are not as stable as were the foi-mer Indial.
cultures.
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ala Cultural change is taking place r,:ey in Mexico and
in the Unitea.States. Everyday new tr are introduced

Tito -both cultures. Advertisements in newspapers and
magazines and commercials on television and radio encourage
,people to adopt the new traits. They suggest that the old ;
traits are not modern; that they are old fashioned or
obsolete. Some of the ne material traits that people are
encouraged to adopt are nftw cars, new appliances,-new
cameras, neW toys, and even new breakfast cereals.

Change in material traits, is not the only kind of
cultural change taking place in Mexico and the United
"States. Nonmaterial traits are changing too. Mady
people in these two countries.are changing jobs. Many
Mexicans who were farmers are leaving that occupation and
areThecoming factory workers or office workers in the
cities. Many people in ,the United States are moving out
of jobs in factories that puce goods. They are taking
jobs .that provide services.' one. 01 these peopple become ,

salesmen, social workert, d urban planners. 'Al

In Mexico Many people arp moving from their homes on
farms and in small villages tb homes and apartments in the
cities. When they move to the cities they often have less
contact with their relative's and friends. Many people move
frequently in the United States too. They also leave their.,

_friends and relatives behind.

When people move to new places they often have to
adjust tb new ways of life. At first they do not know what
is e,xpected of them sand this causes instability.,,

Cultural instability can be caused by afrincreasing'
number of goods that become available to the people in a },

culture. These goods become new cultural traits and the
people have to learn td adjust to them. Some trdits that

Nre now commonin Mexico and in,the United States tlRat,were
not common many years ago are automatic washing machines,
electric sdwing machines, wrist Watches, and television
sets. The "people'of Mexico and the United States must
adjut to these and to many other inventions that are.
changing the cultures.' These rapid changes contribu'te to
cultural instability. .
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I
Cultural Lag '

Cultural la is the ,lack of fit among traits. All ofthe p7OFF-Tra culture do not change at the same time or atthe rate. Some traits chapge more rapidly than other5..When this happens, some parts the Culture do longer fit
.or work well together. Many prob ems in a culture come
from Cultural lag.

Cultural lag is common in all r-lern cultures. For along time many people in the ,United States have thought thatit is good to haye more,4and more factories that make more
and wore tools, equipment, and appliances to do work for-

::7. Until very recently most Americans have not beenecerned7about the waste from these factories that causesairland 'water pollution. The rapid growth pf factories
was a change in part of the culture. As the waste from
the fctories becare apparent to the people',,thef had to
change their beliefs about what should be done with it.
Many people began believing that factories shOuld not
continue producing goods without concern f.4.,r the waste
products that cause environmental pollution.

The following is an example of cultu41 lag inMexico. For.several:inmdred years most.of:the people in.Mexido worked on ferns. Although_they worked hard they'apt their own work speed' and decided for themselves whattune they would begin work in the morning and when theywould quit in the afternoo . As more people became

4(1
factory workers, they wen xpected to work at a speedthat was set by the manager They were also expected tobe at work at,a Certain time in the morning and stay untila certain time in the afternoon.

-, ,

The'change from farming to factory work required theMexicans to chance their beliefs about the speed andhours they oilld work. Many workers did not arrive atwork at the time-that their-employer expected them. Manydidnot do asauch work as their employer wanted.. Theywee accustomed to going to wdrk on -their farms when theywanted, 0,-';'0X when they knew they had to' in order to getas much work done as they felt was necessary. This was
very different froin the way they were .expected to act whenthey.worked in a factory. There was a cultural lag untilthe workers adjusted to the new ways that they.wereexpected to behave as factory workers.
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Acceleration of Change, Planned Change,
and Resistance to Change

Section Organizer

Acceleration means to speed up. Cultural change is
accelerating in Mexico and the United States. This
acceleration of change results from increased trait
inventories which are largely a'resu lt of diffusion.
Material traits are changing more rapidly in Mexico and
the United States than nonmaterial traits. Material'
trait changes often lead to changes in nonmaterial traits.
The invention and diffusion of the radio, which is a
material trait, has influenced people's opinions, which
is a nonmaterial trait.

Planned change is man's deliberate effort to control
his culture. One of the largest planned change programs
in Mexico is'one of increasing the amount of irrigated
land. One of the largest planned change programs in the
United States was brought about by the Tennessee Valley
Authority. Change agents are people who work to bring
about change.

Resistance to change is fo in all cultures., Many
people do not want to change bec se of habit. People
sometimes believe that theold wa of -doing things is
better than a new way-. People re isi change if they
believe that it will cost them mon y or make them less
important. _Many wealthy landowners-in Mexico resisted
when the.Mexican government took away part of theirland
and divided it into small farms for:the landless.

Change is sometimes resisted 2,f. it is difficult to
find a new.way of doing things to reRlace the= old may.
Change is alsoresisted because of bad results from using
a new way the first timeit was tried.

Ohe reason people resist change iebecause of linked t.

change. They fear that one change will lead to other
changes that they do not want..

1,
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: Acceleration of ,Change

Acceleration means'to speed up. When the driver of-a
car presses his foot on the accelerator, the car speeds
up. Some things accelerate or speed up changes in culture.
Mist of a culture's new traits come.from diffusion.. As a
culture gets more traits through diffusion and from
discovery, invention, and acculturation, cultural change
accelerates.

The United States and Mexico both have more material
traits now than they did 100 years ago, or 10 years ago,

.or even l'year ago. As a result, more discoveries,
inventions, diffusion, and acculturation-are taking place
in these two Countries-than ever beford% Scientists in
both Countries are discovering new cures for disease,
inventing new tools,machines, and ways of doing things.

Both countries are addpting an increasing number of
traits from other countries es a result of accelerated
diffusion. Both countries are acculturating people intq
their.dominant cultures more quickly now than ever before.

Changes usually occur in thebattrial traits of a
culture before they occur in the nonmaterial part of the,
culture. 15pop1e:are usually more receptive to material '''.

.

culture change than to nonmaterial culture change. Peopld
are usually more willing to buy anew automobile or a new

,.

sewing machine than to change their religion or their ideas
about right and wrong. Accepting new material traits does
not always mean that ideas-or values must be changed.
People are more iccustomep. to changing material traits
than nonmateriartraits.

Material-changes do not take place:alone, however.
They frequently lead to changes in the. nonmaterial culture.
.The discoyery of'electr,icity and the many inventions that
operate on electricity have changed the nonmaterial
cultures ofthe United'States and Mexico;as well as the
material cultures.,. Radio and television both use telectricity

' :and the programs have,a great affect on what pebi)le think,
believe, and feel. Much of the information that the people
receive about theircOuntry and about the world comes 'from
radio and television. These media influence 'people's .

, opinions about fai"ily life,'health,'child training,
recreation, transportation, travel, and the use of gam,
office, and tdry equipment in Mexico. .This is only one,
example of. a nge in tie material Culture causes
cflanges in the nonmatherial culture.
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Planned Change

Some changes are planned addothers are accidental.
Planned change is purposeful. It is man's effort to contra.'
Egairture.

The government of Mexico has planned many changes for
its country. One of the biggest planned changes in Mexico
was the government's plan to increase the amount of
irrigated land so that more crops cquld be raised. In'the
past 30 years-many large damS have been planned and built
by the Mexican goverhment. The dams hold enough water so
that thousands of acres of formerly'dry land now have
enough water for agriculture. Between 1940 and 1965 the
number of acre; under irrigation rose from 390,261 to.
8,896,911. In addition, the dams produCe electricity for
the people of Mexico. Between 1940 and 965'the electrical
capacity of_.Mexico rose from 541,000 to ,416,000 kilowatt-
hours.

, . .. .

.
One of the rargest planned change projects in the

world was a.dam building project. It is the Tennessee
'Valley Authority in he United States. It was a plan to
develop the resources of thelee,ppessee, Valley. Dams were
built to prevent floods, conserve soil ,,and provide

.electricity. .
. . . . .

Planned Change is taklng place in the cities of
.. Mexico-an'd the United States as well &s in'rural areas.

Cities in'jioth.countries haye problems transporting people
,.. from-one part of the city to another by automobile. Streets

., 'and highways cannot
are

built fast enough for all of the
cars. Parking lotg are inadequate: Exhaust from automobiles.

contributes to air pollution.
..._:

,, The constructionof rapid transit,sysfets are' being
4-planned to reduce th Oblems-caused by Xhe aytomobile.
,Mexico. Oity has a n rapid
Considered tobe on of the most beaUtiful in the world.iPt

rapid transit stibFay system that is
,

. San Francisco and Atlanta.Are ,wilding rapid transit systems
too. ' ' ',-, .

.
.

.'. 'One of, the most important parts of planned'change is
, that of making people aware of a need,for the change., The

.
, :people:in Atlanta and. San Francisco had to believe that

, , ,
, .

.
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rapid transit is better than having more cars in their citiesbefore they would agree to the change. The people learned,
about the plan from television, newspapers, and.pUblic.meetings.

People who work to bring about change are called changeacents. Farm agents, city planner's, and Peace Corps workers
are all change agents. Many government officials in
education, health, and welfare, to mention a-few, work aschange agents.

Examples of planned change in the Americas begin withthe Indians. The Aztecs built several causeways complete
with drawbridges from their mainland to their island city,
Tenochtitlan. These causeways were planned to make it
easier to travel between the mainland and the city. The
drawbridges were planned to keep out enemies.

. The Spanish government planned many of the develop-ments in Mexico. Cities andvillagdp were usually planned.The sites were "selected, the -streets and plazas laid out,the churches'and government offices located, and landsallotted to fields for farming. This was planned changeand the Spaniards: who directed the change were the changeagents.
1

There are several. ways that change agents work.. Insituations where unplanned change is occurring and cannotbe stopped, change agents-try to eliminate problems that.might result from the change.

One unplanned change that, is taking place in Mexicoand the United States is the increase in the number ofpeople moving to large cities-like Mexico City and LosAngeles: Change agents are not attempting to stop peoplefrom moving from.thelarms to-the city. 'Instead, they are'attemnting to redme the overcrowding that occurs when so .Many people move to the city in such a short period oftime. In a recent 14 ypar period change:agents,working forthe Mexican goverhmentrwere-able to get 176,596 new housesbuilt in Mexico City.

Change agents are also working in the'United Statesto help avoid prOW.ems.that come with change. . One of the.changes taking place,in he United States is the increaseof air pollution cau:ed.by automobiles. Change agents

b
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probably cannot reduce the number of cars, butthey are
trying to reduce the pollution caused by cars. As a
result of the work of change agents, many gasoline companies
are Making-low lead -and no lead gasoline that is supposed
to cause less air pollution than the gasoline already in
use. Change agents.are also tryfiao,to- get people to buy
this new gasoline rather than the,oldei type that causes
air pollution.

Another way that change agents work is to speed up
changes thought to be good. Mexican change agents worked
to speed-up educational change. .Scre villages in Mexico
built schools and nixed teachers, but many- other_ villages
could not affor.d'scnools and to- aches. The Mexican .

government' wanted all villages to have schools. Change
agents in Mexico have supeivised the spending of S400
million in the past'14 years to train teachers and to build'
schools in villages.

A third- way, I:hat change agents work is to decide what
changes need to be rade and then to direct the change. -

Change agents did'this when the Tennessee Valley Authority
dams were being built. They decidedTthat many farmers and
others would hove to move becaUse the water that was to
form lakes behind the dams, was going to cover farms and
towns. Change agents helped the people find new farms and
homes,

.

. In Mexico the government_has been dividing, up. large
ranches, farms, and mines and giving the land-to the
people who have no land. Change agents have helped plan
this change andhave helped people make the change.

Resistance to Change

. Even though the,cultures of Mexico and the United
States are changing quite rapidlxt, most people prefer not
to Change-Very much.- People resist change. They prefer,
to-con4nue living the same' way that they,have been
living. Resistance to change can be found in all c ltures.
Nonmaterial changes are resisted more than materia changese

On reason that'people do not like to change
because of 'their, habit. ,People feel comfortable -d ng
thipgs the same way that they have been doing them .;; r a,
loplg period of time. .A habit- -is a.familiai way .of 4oing,
something; _

).
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Many farmers in the Tennessee Valley resisted thebuilding of dams. Farmers knew that they'would have tochange many of their habits. They would"have to changehomes, neighbors, andeven where they shopped because.their farms ,and store's would be under water.

Many farmers in Mexico also resisted the building ofdams in their country. They knew that they would have to.change their habits too. They would have to change homesand neighbors.

ConservatisM is another cause of resistance to - change.Conservatism is a wish to keep things the way they are.People who are conservative do not like to'change becausethey believe that the old way of doing something is betterthan new ways. This reverence fortheDast can berecognized When people talk about 'the. good old days."
The production of artwork can serve as an example ofresistance to change. 'Mexican artisans are world famousfor their pottery making and beautiful weaving. Mexicanartwork has become very popular in the United States.Some Mexican artisans began.making pots. or weavingmaterjalvery quickly so that they could sell more of theirproducts to earn, more money.. Others realized that thequality of the pkeces of art that were produced so quicklywas not as good as the quality of the work that"had beendone more carefully: Some of these artisans resisted thechange. They believed that their artwork should becreated more slowly.so'that they would be ofhigh quality.,They refued to create works ofart that' were n6t of highquality. They continued to work.slowly and carefully asthey had foryeaZs so that their pieces Would continue tobe beautiful. They believed that beauty sand pride in'workManship was more important than creating many objectsof -lower quality.

Some people resist change because ther. havea vestedinterest. They feel' that,if thingi change they would beworse off than they are now. Their job4might.not beconsidered. to be as important or they might not have asgood an income or as much,prestige.
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-About 70 years ago a new way of aiming the guns on
navy ships was invented. This new continuous aim firing
was much better than the old way of firing the guns. When
a young naval officer suggested that the continuous aim
firing be adopted by the navy his suggestion was ignored.
The high ranking officers in the navy who were responsible
for deciding the type of aiming device to be used did not
like the idea of a young low ranking officer criticising
their_decisions. They believed that they. were the-experts
arid felt that their' status was being threatened. It was
not until the Piesident of the United States heard'about
thd situation that the navy finally agreed to change the
type of aiming device to improve the accuracy of naval
gunfire.

An example cf resistance to change because of a.
vested interest can be seen in Mexico, too. When the
nexican government decided to take away large areas-of land
from the rich owners and give it ,to the poor
people, the landowners were against-this change. They knew
that they would lose land, income, and prestige because .of
the change.

Another.reas.m. for resist4ftce tett change is that it is
...sometimes difficult to find a new wax to replace the old
way. *;any years ago, when-MgxrE15 still belonged to Spain)
the priests Were able to get a law passed to protect the ,

rights of the Indiana -Who worked in the mines andon:the
'haciendas. The new law required the landowner to lilt
the.number of houis 'a day and the number of dayi a week
that the Indiaps wouldwork,,The new law.did not work
'very well. The landowners claimed they could not find a,

a

new 'way to shorten the time of work and still get the work
(Rine- As a result, they did not obey-the new law.' They
contihued.to work the Indians the same as they had in,the
past ;. )

.

It has been difficult to find-new ways to replace old
ways in the United States as well aa in MexicO.. In recent
years many people have been demanding that air pollution
be stopped: Hydrocarbons from the exhaust of automobiles
area major cause,of.air'pollution. Scientists- are working"
to try to reduce,the air pollution caused by-automobiles.

Pe .
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They have not yptfound a good way to do this with most of
the cars on the r4.ad toddy. One of the inventions that is
supposed to cut down on air pollution from automobiles iS
low lead gasoline. But low lead gasoline dbes not work .

well in many automobiles so many people resist using it,

Some people resist change because they tried something
once and it didn't. work. This is called resistance to
change because of bad-results of a first trial. Wnen.much
of Mexico's land was divided the .poor, many of these
new farmers joined together in cooperatives. Each farmer
who belonged to the cooperative took his corn crop to the
village where it was stored in silos until it was time-to
sell it. Unfortunately, some of the men who kept records
of each farmer's corn cheated the farmers and took more
money for themselves. Because many farmers could not read
or write they could not catch the men who were cheating
them. As.a result, many farmers decided not to remain
'Members of .the Cooperatives because they, did not want -to
be cheated. 'Later, when honest men were pdt in charge of
the records,-the farmers would not rejoin the cooperatives
because of their first bad experience with them. <

In the United States change has also been rescsti&
becadse of bad results of a first:trial. The United States:. .

government has spent - millions of dollars to help poor
people improve their homes and their health, find jobs,
and have good gchools. When it .was discovereobthat'much
of the money was spent by government officials on their min
salaries and offices and not on the poor, many people"
'turned against programs to help the poor,. They felt that
the results of the first trial. erebad.

.0ne61 the most important reasons why people resist
changeis that they are.afr"aid of linked change. It is
'impossible for only one' trait' im a culture to change. One
change always causes others. This proceSs'is called
linked change., People may be,against A change even though
they do not actually object"tothat particular change.--;
They are agiinst, it because they "fear that the one-change
will cause other changes that ,they do not,want.

#
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Many people who oppose the use of federal government
fax money for schoolS are afraid of linked change. They do
not object to the federal government providing money for

,rg schools, but they are afraid that the government will begin
to tell the schools what subjects must be taught. They
think that the first change,-federal money for schools,
will lead to a second change, federal control of schools.
For this reason they do not want the federal government to
provide money for schools. '

Fear of /inked change can be seen in Mexico, too.
Many Mexicans do not wantsforeigpers to build factories in
Mekico, They do not object to the factories.but they feel
that the foreign owners would try to control the Mexican
government. Theythink that the government would pass laws
that would help the foreign factory owners rather than the
Mexican People who live there and who work in the factories.
They are afraid that the first change, foreign factories,
would lead to a second chan9e, Ibreign influence on Ow
Mexicaa governme'gt.

Conclusion .: .

. .. .

This chapter had described cultural change. .Most
cultural change is the result of diffusion. Discovery,
invention, and acculturation Als10 cause cultural change.
.These causes of. cultural change have been illustrated with
examples from Mexico and the United States. In the'rest
of this book, cultural change'in%Mexico and in the United
States, wipl be.described in even Vreatet detail.
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Chapter III

THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF MEXICO AND THE UNITEeSTATES

Chapter Organizer

Heritage is the 'transmission of a culture. Mexico
and the United StateSlhave different heritages. Mexico's
"heritage comes from Spanish and Mexican Indian cultures
It is a resultof acculturation between people of the
Spanish and Indian cultures. Acculturation is the sharing
of traits caused by contact between two cultures otter a d-
long period of time. Mexico reflects its Spanish and
Ind4n heritages in its foods, house types, language,
religion, and systems of land ownership.

.

The United States' heritage comes mainly from the
-Engli h culture. It is not a result of:acculturation
betwee English and Indian cultures. Language, house types,
and foods reflect the English heritage.

A large number of Indians lived in Mexico at.the time
of the Spanish conquest. They adopted many of the Spanish
traits because .the Spanish had a higher 'level of technology.
Another main cause of acculturation in Mexico was- inter-
marriage between Spanish men'and Indiah women. Most
Mexicans are of mixed 'Spanish and Indian parentage; They
are called mestizos.

The Indian heritage has had a greater influence on the
culture of southern Mexico. Here there was a dense Indian
population. The Spanish heritage has-had a greater
infldence in northern Mexico, where the Indian population
was sparse.

There was little acculturation between English colonists
and,tastern Woodland Indians'in the United States: The
Indian population was sMal1.1; there was little intermarriage;
the Indians could not be made to work for the colonists;
and there was little planned effort to convert the Indians
'to Christianity. TheEnglish heritage is dominant
throughout the entire United States, although some Spanish
and Indian influences are evident,:mainly in the Southwest.

.
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CHAPTER III

THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES

Heritage

Culture is the way of liteof a group of people.
Heritage is the histbry of a culture. Mexico -and the
United States lave different cultural heritages.

%

Spanish and Indian Heritage° of Mexico

Mexico has a Spanish and Indin heritage. The culture
of modern Mexico is a result Z`f acculturation between
people of the Spanish and Indian cultures. Acculturatiob
is the sharing o'f traits caused by-cdntadt between,two
cultures over a long period of timey

., Many of the cultural traits of modern Mexico are no
longer completely Spanish or completely Indian;'they
reflect both cultures.'' This can be seen in the food,
traits of Mexico....evie of the food traits qom the'Spanish
heritage. are onions, ablaage, radishes, turnips, sugar
cane, bananas, and citrus fruitS. Some of the food traits
from the Indian herita'e are Om, tomatoes,, potatoes,
beans, squash,'pineapples, and cocoa

The house traits of Mexico show both Spanish ,and
Indian origins. n example of a Spanish house, is the one-
story, rectangular house of whitewashed adobe walls with
gabled roofs of hollow tile. One ,type of Ix dian house is
square or rectangular with stone walls and steep roofs
thatched with dried grass.

The Spanish and Inatian'heritages can also be seen in
Mexico's language, religion, and systems of ,land ownership.
These and other traits of Mexico.will be discussed in
detail in later chapters of this book and many changes irp
the traits will be described.

3-7



English Heritage of the United States

The United States heritages is mainly English; Therewas little acculturation between English colonists and
Eastern Woodland Indians. As. a result, English influence.
in the culture of the United States is dominant and the
Indian influence slight.

The*English heritage can'be seen in the-house traits -of the United States. ',The first houses'in the Jamestowncolony were similar to those that were4lived in by poor
people in England for hundreds of yearS. Their walls
were made of vertical wooden stakes-set a few inches
apart. Willowor *azel.branches were woven in and out
horizontally and both -elides of these walls were plasteredwith mud. The roofs were of '14atched dried grass and
were supported IN forked posts,

L

Clapboard houses, which were popular in England, have
, been widely used in the,UnitedStates. ,Clapboards are
wedge shaped pieces of lumber that are overlapped on the

, wain' of houses .to keep out bad weather.
P.4

Wealthy people in the-United States built Georgian
, style houses like those in England. They had steep roofs,

a door in the middle, and the-same number of windows' on.either side of the door. Modtwere-two and tree stories
high, two rooms deep;. and were built of brick. 'Even today,Georgian style houses are corisidered desirable by manypeople in the United Stats. -.

The English heritage can also be seen in the food
traits of the United States{ ..4,ains such as wheat and
rye,*many types of vegeta'les, and several seed and stone
fruits are pait of.the English,,heritage.' *Although
,acculturation between.the Eng.ish colonists and theInaians
was very - limited, some food traits are Indian. Corn is the
most common 'Indian food trait. Squash is another.

d -

The English heritage can also be seen iri the language,
religion, and the system of :land ownership'in the' United .St4ts. These and other traits of the United States will
be disdussed in detail in later chapte4 of this )3ook..,
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Acculturation -in ,Hera-Co
-- ti

The. dense Indian population of-Mexico-has.been a majorfactor id Spanish-Indian acculturation. There may have .been as many as 15 million Indians living_ in Mexico whenthe Spanish conquered the country. From.1 to 2 million
14.Ved in the Valley of Mexico. This large Indian populationdould not out of the way of the Spanish. They had tobe made par f the Spanish colonial system. They wereforced to a Pt many Spanish cultural traits. TheIndiansadopted Spanish traits because the Spanish conquestdestroyed the Indian pattern of culture. The Spanish-had,;'a superior technology. They had guns, wheeled carts, iron'tools, and domesticated animals. The Indians did not havethese traits.

Similarity of cultural traits helped Spanish and Indianacculturation. One similarity had to do with paying taxes.Before the Spanish came to Mexico the Indians paid tributeto the Aztec rulers. In Spain, -the people paid taxes tothe King. After the Spanish conquest of Mexico, the Indiana
paid tribute to the Spanish rather than to the Aztecs. Thetax paying trait itself did not change. Only the governmentwho received the taxes changed.

Another 'similarity Which encouraged cultukil---staility
in Mexico had to do with the agricultural traditions. TheMexican Indians were agriculturalists. Many were
accustomed to /arming in a dry country. The Spanish werealso accustomed to farming in a relatively dry country.The Iddians acquired new crops from the Spanish', and theSpanish acquired new crops'from the Indians:..,

The Spanish and Indian cultures also 4d sipilar
settlement patterns. Most of the people in both countrieslived in

in
settlements. With the exception of a few'tribes in northernlpexico, the Indians wdte not nomadic.,. .This, too, didinOt change when the Spanish gained control'of Mexico. ThO:people continued to liVe in fixed

.settlektentso

r

:Spanish .and Indian. influences are not :tie same
th;gughout modern Mexico. The southern part of the
country had a dense Indian population.. A dense population
maintains cultural. traits better than a:sparse population.

f's
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These Indians maintained many of the traits of their Indiancultures.' Even today the way of life in southern Mexico ismare Indian thah it is Spanish.

Northern Mexico has more of a Spanish heritage. Thenorthern part of the country had 4 sparse, nomadic Indian
population.' Most of these Indiang were killed or drivenout. As the Spanish settled this part, of the country theybrought traits of their culture. It was moiedifficult
for the small number of Indians remaining in northernMeXieb to resist adopting the Spanish traits than it wasfor the'large number of Indians in Southern Mexico.

Intermarriage of people from. different cultures is amajor cause of acculturation. Most of the early Spanish
migrants to Mexico were single men. Many Spanish men
. married Indian women. Their children grew up with awent from the Spanish culture and a parent from theIndian culture. These children learned both Spanish and'Indian cultural ways. They were the first nest,izos. Mostpeople in Mexico today are ,,'est:izos.

Acculturation also took place as a result of work andreligiods conversion.
and

Spanisti'forced the Indians to
awork on their ranches nd farms, and in their aides.

Spanish religious orders systematica115, converted Indians
. . to the Roman- Catholic religion. Under theirsupervision;

Ihdians built beautiful churches and monasteries. More4
will,be said about the Spanish-and Indian heritage ofMexico in later chapters of this book.

Dominance of English Traits in 'the
URited States Culture

There was little acculturation between the Englishcolonists and the Eastern Woodland Indians in,the United'States. One of the reasons for this was that less than
one Million Indians lived in the entire*country when the
English first' arrived. 'Of these, only an.estitaated-17,000
lived east of the Appalachian Mountains where th&En'glishcolony of Virginia. was founded. Because the 'Indian
population .of'the United States was:much smaller than thatof Mexico; English-Indian contacts were Much more"limited
than-Spanish-Indian contactshad,been inMexico.

40
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As the number of colonists increased,
. moved out of their way after losing battles
powerful English. There was very 14.ttle in
between the English arid the Indians' and .the

. .

e' Indians
the more
Triage

few tempts
to force the Indians to work for the English fail
Filially, only limited efforts were made, to convert the
Indians to the English protestant religion. All of this
was quite different from the greatamount of cantac at
took place between the Spanish and the Indiansin Mexi o.

Throughout the entire Uhited States the English
heritage is dominant, even thotigh some Indian food traits
as well as the Indian practice of smoking tobacco were =

- adopted. Even in the southwestern part of the United
States, where the Spanish heritage is evident, the..English
heritage is stronger. More will be said about the heritage
of the.United States in later chapters, of this book.

Conclusion

The culture of modern Mexico has its heritage in two
cultures; Spanish and Indian. Acculturation between these
two cultures led to the Mexican culture of, today. .

The culture of modern'United States has its heritage
in the culture of England. Very few Indians lived in the
United States compared with the number who likred in
Mexico when the Europeans arrived in 4- e New World.
Acculturation was slight between the glish and the Indians.
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CHAPTER.Iv

,CHANGES.IN THE LANGUAGE TRAITS OE' MEXICO
AND THE UNITED STATES

Chapter .Organizer/

,Langudge is an important part of culture because it
is through language thatceople learn their culture. In
Mexico, most people learh their culture through the
Spanish language. In theUnited States, most people learn
their culture through the English language.

Languages change. The lan4gige in'Mexico has changed
from ;dian_to Spanish. Indian languages are spoken in
only a few areas of'Mexico today. The Spanish spoken in -

Mexico is differentfrom the Spanish that is spoken
Spain. The differences are caused by the influence of the
Indian langug4 in Mexico.

In the pnited States English became the major
language. The English langulge has beeh learned by many
immigrants to the United' States and by airitost all of their
Children. In the southwestern part of thp United Stites
a large number of people speak Spanish because of their
heritage from Mexico. Indian languages ate spoken by a
small Otrcent of the population in the pnited :States..

'There i no-on standard form of English in the United
States. The are many variations in tie way the language.
is spokenoin different parts of. the country. These are
called regional variations. Languages change as a result
ofenew inventions anddiscoveries; by borrowing words from
otherl4anguages; by changes in pronunciation; and *by
ctangs in word _meaning: -

. ,

Language unites people who speak a common language;
' it separates people who speak different 1P.nggages:; In
northern Mexico and the southwesterh..United States people
from two different speech communities one into cdhtapt.
Bilingualism, the ability to 'communicate effectively in.
two,languages, Spanish and English, - 'contributes to
cultgral understanding.

a
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_CHAPTER rp,

CHANGES IN THE LANGUAGE 'EATS OF MEXICO
AND THE UN/TED STATES

Language is a cultural Itiversal. All cultures have
language, but ell people do not speak the same language.
There are variations in the language traits of different
cultures. Language is the most important indicator of culture
because culture is tr gritted by language.

'The language of Mexicp is Spanish. Most Mexicans
learn their culture through the Spanish language. The
language of the -United States is English. Most people
in the United States learn their culture through the
English language. The cultures of'Mexico and the United
States are different partly because their languages are
different,,

Thelanguage pf Mexico has changed greatly since the
Spanish CorOuest in:1521. At that time-over 100 different
Indian languages were spoken in the country. As the
Indians were taught to speak Spanish, they ):)ecame bilingual.
They could-Speak two languages, Spanish and their own
Indian language. Over the years, Spanish replaced Indian'
,languages.

. . .^

Almost everyone in Mexico today speaks SpaniSh. The
Spanish language trait%of Mexico comes frdm its Spanish
eritage. Less than one peroent'of the Mexican people
speak only an Indian language. About seven pefcent are .

bilingual. There are about 46 Indian lariguages.still being
spoken in Mexico. 'Indian languages are spoken more fn
southern Mexico.than in the north. The Mayan language is
still spoken by" 300,000 Indians on the:Yucatan Peninsula
in southern Mexico. Indian languages are also spoken
throughout Mexicoj.n isolated rutal villages.

,As nore.thighways are built aiird as radips and television .

become more common in Mexico, more and more Indians learn to
apeak;Spainith. It is quite possible that in less than 30
'yeara,evervone in Mexico will be able to speak Spanish.
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The Spanish spoken-in Mexico is different from the .

Spanish spoken in Spain. Many Indian words are used'as
part of the .Spanish language in Mexico. The word
huqraches, which means sandals, is an Indian word that is
used-connonly throughout Mexico.

A second difference is that many SpaniAh words have
charged slightly as the IndfanS learned them. Some

words that are part of the language of Mexico were
also changed somewhat as the Spanish learned 'them. Thus,
the language of .Mexico might be properly called Mexicad
Spanish.

In Me?cico, as in other cbuntries, there are regional
variations in spoken Spanish. In-;the north, for example,
stress on the accent is more prolonged than in the south.
On the Caribbean coast, Mexican Spanish is similar to
Caribbean Spanish.

In the United States' almost everyone speaks English.
The English language trait of the United States comes from
its English heritage. Very few Indian words have become
part of the language because there was little acculturation
between the English and the Indians. Many pebple have
immigrated to the United States from Europe. Although they
brought their languages and other traits of their cultures
witk them, few of their words became part of the English
language. Many of these immigrants learned to speak
English. Almost all of their children learned English as

ithey were acculturated into the United States culture.

In the southwestern part of the United States crier 6
million people speak Spanish. Most of these people are
-of Mexican hetitage and many are bilingual. The state of
New Mexico has two official languages, Spanish as well as
English, because so many of its people are of Mexican
origin.

Along the border between Mexico and the United States
many people use Spanish and English words in the-same
sentence. "Border" Spanish is used --by., both Spanish and
English' speakers who have' not learned a second language,
but who need to communicate orally-as a result of frequent
contact. Children who learn Spanish in the" home as the
family language must learn English-in-school as a second
language. Many school learning problems of Americans of
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Mexican origin have nothing to do with ability, but with
the difficulty of receiving instruction in aseCond
language.

Many Indian,, languages are still spoken in the
States. Ofi reservations, such as the Choctaw in
Mississippi and the Hopi in New Mexico dren learn an
Indian language in the home as their rst 1 guage.
These Itidian children must learn Engl.]. ,in sc ooh. As
with other children who do not learn En lish at home, they
often find school subjects in English di icult because
they have not mastered English.

In the United States, there is no one standard
English. English used by radio announcers, sometimes
called "General American," is spoken in the Mid-west.
Standard speech for any area is simply the language spoken
by the majority of educated persons of the speech region.
The thrPe major speech regions of the United States are
New England, Northern, and Southern.

LangUages are always changing. New Words are added
to a language as a result of new inventions. One hundred
years ago people who spoke English did not use words such
as telephone, radio, automobile, zipper, or jet, and
Spanish speakers did not use words such as telefono,
radioctmunicacion, automovil, cremallera, or chorro,
which mean the same thing. As these inventions were.
developed, they needed names. Important inventions, such
as the automobile, require the-use of-many other new words.
If the use of the automobile had not become widespread, it
is unlikely that people in the United States would have
much use for words such as automobile, motel, turnpike,
gasolip*!self7starter, safety glass, and hub-cap and
people in Mexico would not use such words'as automovil,
motel, carretera,-gasolina, arranque automatico, vidrio o
crisal de seguridad, and plato o ptati//o-del cubo.,

As material traits in a culture change, many words'
are no longer used. They remain in an unabridged dictionary
as obsolete or rarely used words. Today people no longer
hear some English or Spanish words such as pikeman, or
arquebusier or piquero or arcabucero because these ways of
fighting are no longer used.

Languages. change by borrowing words from other
languages. , This is particularly true when people who speak

-sia..
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one language come in contact with.people who speak'a
different language. Canoeand 'moccasin were originally
American Indian wordi; and Yea was Chinese. English has
a rich voaaroulary, larger than, other languages, because
it ebeen willing to borrow words from other languages.

- The bird Webster's /nteinational Dictionary Qontains over
450,000 words. ti

The following list shows how English has,borrawed
Spanish wards which were originally Nahuatl.,, the Aztec
language.

Nahuatl Spanish English
.

/1,---.'ahuacatl aguacate avocado
A
cacahuat1 coco, cacao cocoa, cacao

chocolatl chocolate chocolate

coyotl coyote coyote
.

;-hictli chicle chicle

mizquitl mesquite mesquite
1

oclotl oaeloto ocelot-
i

.

1peyotl. peyVte peyote
i

tamalli. tamal(es) tamale

tequilan tequila tequila

tomatl tomato tomato

- . .

The above English_woeds are an example of secondary /

diffusion. '-They did riot come to English directly fro 1p

bprrowed from anothei langu the stress and sound
Nahuatl, but indi4Ottly from anish. When words are/borrowed
changed to conform.tb the so 4 p?ttern of the borra#ing
language, In English this is called anglicization.! Thus
in English, people say chok-uh-luht whereas in.SpaniSh the
pronunciation is chok-o-lah-tay. In English the adcent
is on the first syllable while in Spanish it is on-the
next to the last syllable.

I
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- ' Languages also change *.s a result of changes in
pronunciation. Sometimes vowels,are pronounded differently.
Consonants are dropped. Words are. accented in different
ways.

Word meanings also change. Many of these changes !
result from changes in technology. If you say, "I flew

7--to New York last week,: you will not be laughed at. Your
listener will know you,went by airplane. Or if you say,
"I called .my friend'in.Chicago," he will know that you
refer to speaking fo someone on the telephone.

One of the most important cultural lines in North
4. America is `the line that separates English and Spanish

speakers north and south of the Rio Grande. The twin
'cities of El Paso-Juarez make up a very large urban area.
People from both cities move freely back and forth across
the bridges that tie the two cities together. But on the
El Paso side the. major language is English; on the Juarez
side the major language is Spanish.

Knowledge of a common Language binds people together
in a speech community. Mien th people of one culture do
not know the communication code of another culture,
difference's in language serve as a cultural barrier.

C

The land of the northern part of Mexico and the
southwestern partof the United States is very similar.
But the use of English north of the border and Spanish
south of .the border is a lahguage trait difference which
makes the two cultures different.

A knowledge of both English and Spanish helps the
people of the.area to communicate with each other. The
ability to'commullicate contributes to mutual understanding.

A
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. CHAPTER V

f.

RELIGION IN.MXXICO AND THE UNITED.STAthiS:.

Chapter Organizer

I

;

Religidn has to do with the supernatural--things and
beliefs not explained in nature. An example is the belief,
of many people' that there is a life'aftei.cfeath.. 'But
religion is. concerned more thanyith the, idea of -god. .It
is closely connectea'Veith political and social life. Ideas
of the good are backed up with religious ideas. !Thus the
idea of god:may not only concern how man.prays but how he. .

treats his neighbor. Two examples of how religion affects
the'entire culture will be:4iven- -one from the Aztec and'
another from. the Catholic religion in.Mexico.

. % . .
.

Before being conquered bythe Spanish, the Aztecs were
great warriors. One reason the Aztecs were often at war : %
had tc do with belief ifi'their itheir main god Hutziloppchtli.
The Aztecs thought that Ruitzilopochtli had to be nourished.
eacy 'day 'b'y hninan sacrifice. To' get men for sacrifice'
required the'iztecs'toget captives in war. The Aztecs
conquered many 'tribes. But many:of the conquered tribes
did not like, to supply men to be sacrificed by the priests

rof Huitzilopochtli. They were ready to fight with any','
strong army that might overthrow the-Aztecs., Cortes_was ,

.'able to get many Indian allies-to fight against .the Aztecs.
Thus the idea about religion helped th. Aztecs to expand
their empire. But it also helped to ing about its
down fall. Religion is a part of the ulture, not same-

.

thing separate frOm the life of people. ,
.

:' .

1 A second example of the relationship of're.ligion aod.....
other aspects of culture has,to do with centralization
anddecentralization of government.: The RomanitathOlic
Church was organized with an eccles*stipal hierarchy..

. All Catholic clergy were not' equal:yrheterritory of the.
Roinan Catholic Church was orgarlized into:archdioceses, At
the head was an archbishop. The archdiodese wasdivided, 1..

into districts called diocese,. At the head_was a,bishop.
A diocese,was divided intq parishes: A Parish hadAttd i -
own church. The minister who served'in the parish' church

,,was the parish priest. The parish'Priest6 were under the
'bishop.. The bishops were ender the archbishop.- This'
hierarchical structure in the church was the-way.the
Spanish gomerhment in Mekido was organized. the hierarchieei''. .

church structure strengthened Mexican political centraliza-
tion% It also supported the system of class stratification.. ,
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In contrast, many of theProtestant churches in the
United States had a congregational organjization. The- .

members of each churCh selected' their own mini er. -Each'
h-

..,

ata
ehurch independent; 4even etiough dhurches of the same ,,

denortination might cooperate. This congregatio 1 church'
organization helped the development of representative
political insti tiOns. It also.tended.tc weaken class
lines. s' C

.: ' 4
I

1* 4

4 .°. .. ,

RelYgiot is one of.the-5reat cultural universals.- In
:

every culttirman has some fofm of Wbrship or supernatural,
belief;, All Of the Indidn tribes in the New World had their

t ,religions. The Europeans that came -to the Newyorld brought
.

withthem their ideas of ChriStianity. The Spanish brought
tit Mexico the-Roman Catholic faith. The English brought tp
the British Colonies their Protestant-faith'. Differences
in religious ideas of the Europeans.werenot the only thing
that made for differences in religion in the two countries.

. There were also major differences among the religious ways
of the Indians of Mexico and of theUnited States.

In Mexico, there was a complex religious systeT. There ,

were religious beliefs, many religious specialists to teach
these beliefs andCo carry on religious worship, and great
ceremonial structures. There were great plazas, with.tedples
and pyramids, for' worship. In such a complex system, there
were traits that Were similar but not identicalto ideas and
practices found in Christianity. An example'is baptism.
Both Aztecs and Catholics baptized-Children. Theafact.that
both Aztecs and Catholics saw similarities in their religion
helped convert the Indians to Christianity. But the Indians
kept many,of their old ways and adapted them to,Catholicism.
This is called syncretism- -the blending of new and olid,
religiotis ways. We can therefore saythat the, likenesses
bet en the Aztec /religious traits and the datholic traits
help d religious acculturation

The religicius system of the Eastern. Woodland Indians .

. was .not as-dey loped as that of the Aztecs. Preaching was

/le
the, main par Of the church service of the:-Protestint
English. T e Indians and Protestants of the Ztlantic Coast
did'nc see'reli4ious similarities;as Old the Indians and

4 'Catholics of M614co. The lack of 'similarity between Indian,
'.and British religious ways did not- help religious 4

.tiaccu onltura :- . , .

.'
.

,
There-tias alatia big difference inthe amount of gihris-

effort- . '.,,,tian:$.ssionary ,in Mexico.,..and the United States.
.:;,,.The-Briijah as well- as` Spanish king6 had as par't'of'their

- cOltinizilfg policymakfng the Indians Christians. The
Spanish klA ,

ws-gave the missionary effort much support; the
" . '-
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English kings, little support.' -The Spanish used the special-
religious orders to help.convert the Indians,.especially
the 5ranciscan, Domihican,and Augustinian. The members of
these orders, called friars, were.at first very hard working
missionaries. They not only brought the Roman Catholic 'faith
to the Indians, but they also helped start settlements and
taught the-Indians many Spanish ways. The friars have been
,called the advance troops of the Spanish settlement of Mexico.
By the end of:the,sixteenth century, all of the parts of
Mexico settled by the Spanish were Christian. The land had
many churches.

In contrast, there was little organized missionary
effort in the British colonies. The Protestant ministers
were mostly electea .their own congregations to serve that
one congregation. There.were no missionary societies. Some
Protestants made efforts to convert the Indians, as in
Virginia and In Massachusetts. But in both places wars with
the Indians usually undid the work of making the Indians
Christiin.

A big difference in the Roman Catholic Church in Mexico
and the various churcheein the United Statet had to do with
politics. This was true both before and after the two
countries becameindePendent. In Mexico, theRoman'Catholic
Church wa§ -a state Church, and Mexico,las part of Spain,
was a Cetholio state. The.only religion permitted was the
Roman Catholic. Andthe king'had the right to appoint priesti
and other church officials. The church was the religious arm
of the state, and the church Aen were, in effegt/employpes
Of the kin.' The Spanish Iriguisition was set up in Mexico
in 1571. This was a special court the Spanish king used to
keep his subjects 3,oyal to him and to the Catholic church.
In'the first Years of.the struggle for Mexican independence,
the high church officials' remained loyal to the king. Then
it looked as if'they might lose some of their privileges.
The high church officials then helped Me;cic0 gain its
independence. But they did so to keep their privileges,
not because they befieveg.in the people having a democratic
fOrm of goverhment. 5r a hundred years, much of the history
of Mexico is a story of some Mexicans trying to get the
church out of politics- It was not until Calles became
President in 1926 that the Roman CatholicaChurch was forced
out of politics..

By the time British settlement began in America,
England had broken away tram the Catholic Church. Finally
under Elizabeth a separatestate church. was set up, called
the Church of Eng14,,d. It kept some of the Catholic form
but was more Protestant in itt ideas. But many people-
wanted to "purify",worship end thought even more. These
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people, are known as Puritans. There were also people who
wanted to break away completely from the Church. dif England.
They are known as Separatists. All those who disagreed withthe Church of England were called Dissenters.

Many of these dissenting Protestant as well as Catholic
groups could not worship without interference in EglAnd.
They started some of the British. colonies (Separatists,
Plymouth; Puritans, Massachusetts Bay; Quakers, Pennsyl-
vania; Catholics, Maryland). The English kings let them
start colonies, so long as they were loyal to England. r :Now it is important to understand that many of those whocame for religious reasons came to practice their own faith;
they did not believe in relip.ous liberty. Sometimeb they
set up church governments, as in Massachusetts Bay. 'People
who disagreed with them were persecuted.

But as different Protestant groups came to
the idea began to develop that a man's politics
religion should not get mixed up. The Baptists
believed in the separation of church and state,
to get rid of established churches supported by
granted churches to be voluntary associations Of
had similar views.

the colonies,
and his
in partitular
and-tganted'
taxes. They
people who

After the United_S,tates became independent, the Church
of England was at once disestablished. How could an in-
dependent state have as its head the king of the country
they were fighting against? The Church of England was
reorganized in the United States as the Episcopal Church.
The Puritan branch of the Church of England'in Massachusetts
had finally set itself up as the Congregational Church.
It was holder to disestablish. But the Constitution of the
United States had set out the principle of separation of
church and state. This idea eventually was to help make
the Roman Catholic Church the biggest denomination in the
United States. Immigrants frqm Catholic countries after
independence could freely come to the United States. They .

could,openly worship as Catholics. In the nineteenth
century the Roman Catholic Church grew very rapidly. It
grew rapidly, in part, because of the separation of church
and state and the idea.of religious liberty that grew out
of the idea of Protestant diversity--having many' different
Protestant churches.

Independence did not get the chUrch out of politics in
Mexico. It may have made the church even more important in
politics. The Mexican government had less experience in
administration than she Catholic Church. At first there
was no desire to permit religious liberty in Mexico. The
'earliest constitution of Mexico was the one that Morelos
had drawn up by the Congress of Chilpancingo in 1813. This
constitution said that the Roman Catholic faith was the
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state religion% Morelosl like hidalgo, was a secular priest
in the CatholicChurch, 'It was. not until 1857 that a
Mexican Constitution proVided for freedom of worship. But
for three centuries the people of Mexico had only, had the
CatholieChurch. They were taught that all other Christians
should be kept out of the country' Permittirtg other
religions to come 'into' Mexico ha not had a big influence:'
Almost all' Mexicans are still Ca holic, Mexicans hare clung
to their long heritage, of religi uniformity:

'Religion is more than a way o believing; it is also an
organization. An organization is a way of ekefsiising.; power.
When*a churcl has Potitic41,as well as'religioild things to
do, a church often ge.ts another_kind of power-- economic
power. The Catholic Church hack e'very long history in
Mexico. Over the centuries it became very rich. It got
rich ffbm taxes, special fees, land grants, and land going
to th.e church when there were no heirs. A great amount of
wealth of Mexico came .to be controlled by the church. The
wealth was,supFosedto be used for.religious, educdtional,
and charitable work. But much of it was used., for personal
ends. There was a great extreme in how people in-the church
were paid. Some parish priests lived al.most ih poverty.
High church officials often lived like kings. This control
of the wealth of the country 6ontinuedbafter MexiCan
independence. The whole economicdevelopment of the country
suffered.. Muiih of the- conflict between the Mexican govern-
ment and the church grew out of the governmept trying to rid
the church of its wealth so it could be usedto benefit the
economic growth of-the country.
a

One of ithe things the Protestant Reformation did was to .

limit the wealth of the'clergy. In Protestant churches,
the minister was made an employee with asalary. His saIarir
depended on voluntary.contributions from the church members.
In contrast, in colonial Mexico thesalaries of the clergy
were paid out of the church tithe--a ten plr cent levy for
the benefit of the church collected by government officials;
At the same time, allchurch property was exempt from taxes;

' In the colonies where the Anglican church was the sta.# :
church,'the vestrymen could assess taxes for the sugibrt of
the clergy. This tax had to be paid by all people, whether
.or not they were members of the Church of England. But the
colonists were usually very stingy .in voting church taxes,
as they were with other taxes. In 'most cqlonies the Anglican
church did not haveenough tax income to support the needed
churches. The Protestant clergy of the .United States did .not
constitute an economically privileged class. Since Ihey.did
not have great wea...rh to protect, the American'clergy had 4
nothing to lose from independence or disestablishment. .
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As in many ccIntries.throughout the world, Mexico and
the-United States have experienced instances of religious
intolerance. Intolerance exists where people do not permit
Others to believe in ideas that are different. Ir- Mexico
the people were intolerant of Protestants. In the United

. States iieople were intolerant of Catholics and Jews: Although
religious intolerance still exists in both-countrie, it seems'
to be less of a problem now that in the past.

. -Religious intolerance came to Mexico and the UnitedMates" from Europe. *As Europeans immigrated to the New World
they brought their prejudices against other religions with
them.

Organizations such as the Ailti-Defamation,LeagUe of :

B'nai B'rith have done much to fight religious andp.ethnic
intolerances

Religious fregdom now exists in Mexicoas well as the
United States, and there are many different Protestant groups
there. The number of Protestants continues to'be very small. .

Most Protestant churches in Mexico have been started.by
missionaries from the United States. :Mexico",:howeverf, has -
not had new churches begin in the coUntry.- In. the United
State's, however, many new Ourches.hA'ye begun Since e".
colonial. period. Religious pluralismmany churchesis a'
characteristic of the United. States. , Religious Monism-- ."

mainly haVing one church=-is still part,ef the Mexican
,

cultural,heptage.
: .

- . ...--
4,

. -Sihce the Revolution of 1910, the Roman -Cationic Chuich
. ,:

hai betomemore a -relifrious -Organizion. It is ho longer --

a'religioUs-politick orgkization. CohSegfintly, the ' .,
.church ire' life.of moderri Mexic6 is More, like that of the2-,.

.
, ..church in the United hates:-

.
.. . . . . ..

But the religious heritage of- the -two., countries still
shows their differences', The 'religious heritage of both-...

'',countries shows the'differen:ces that begaic-in the. says, of
European colonization. The'MeXican church is Still Roman
Catholic.` 'In.the,United States, there are many different.
churches; --

Ai' r'
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- Conversioh of- the Indians to Cl=istianitv:
.11ex 2.co

_____. -

' * -Section Organizer - .
-,..- -

- -..
The *tory of the -chazige of ,religion -in.Mexico: beginswith the bone * Iersion of 'the Indians -toiGhriotianitY. Before,thewhite man came to thd New Tiorld, the- Indianss.had 'their 1- ...own religions. In Mexico, the Aztecs and other Indian, ..

4

trihres tied 'a highly-developed religion. ;They 'believed' in -,many gods; had many ideas about life and death;' had any ._
, . : 'religious leiders; and *built 'magnificent. temples and..shrines for worship. ..

-,
The tribes of the Eastern Woodlands also had theirreligious practices. The,remains of earthern burial andceremonial mounds throughout the United States 'even today -bear silent ,testimony to Indian religious belief.

,.
But j..n the 'United States; Indian religious belie fs andpractices were Simple compared to those, in-Mexico: The greatreligious buildings- of the Indians in Mexico rival those of

ancient -Egypt -and Mesopotamia. Only a people with a highly- developed religion could build .such vast ceremonial centers.
:Then came, the Spanish with their religious'ideas and--leaders. The time was the beginning of the sixteenthcentury. The Ptotestant Reformation, which was the fornicationof new non;--Catholip Christian churdhes, was justbeginning.The. Spanish, like all 'good Christians of Western Europe at- that' .beloriged to the Roman Catholic faith..

t

The _Spanish in particular were ardent,Catholics. Foryears. they had fought the Muslims in Spain. -Muslims arepeople who believe in Islam rather than in Christianity.;'F-inally, in 1492; the Spanish. Catholics captured Grahada, .the "last' Moorish and -Muslim state in Spain. The king. and -..queen of Spain ted all theAr subjects to be good- Catholics.They thought it w stheir duty tb make all of them loyal to'one religion.
*

In'the New World the Spanish-wanted to make the IndiansChristians. They did not leave the -conversion of theIndians to chance: They brought in missionaries fromdifferent religious orders-- Franciscan, Dominican, Augustin-,ian. The missionaries set out to .convert the Indians. Theconversion. of the Indians was part 'of the planned change of

..A0.54
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.:the culture .of Maxie°.

miisfionar t effOrt and -the_ ,0-0,'of,..foriel liere
important ca;avrarting -the Indians. But the i/fluences"--
mot, ophecy. hilman-sac_ifice, 'and -SYncKetiiiii were, alsoortant the' Indians t give.' tip- ...their re).4.9ion
for- Chr istianity_. -- Today the -Catholics religion

many _:exaMP-les 9f"-Xndian, influenc-e.:;_ The .Virgin
-Guadalupe is tlie mo,,St oi#Standing . example '-of syncretism in
.W.e..iacci--Syn:Cretis:M;;Is the Jp,ld.nding of -old -4nd new religions

.
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CionversiPn_of theIndians'to Christianity:
Mexico

Before 1492, Europe W'as Catholic. Just beforestowla-va;s-----settled in 1607, theProtestant Reformation took -place in Europe..This was a breaking away. from the.Catholic Church... As a- -.,result of the Reformation, England becathe Preites$ant. Mostof the Engli,gh colonists who came to America were Protestant.
Thus Prcitestantism. was, brought to the United Statts and
became the-most popular_ foriiof religion.

The Protestant Reformition,did not ch ange the religion
of Spain. It remained strongly CatfloVc. The Spanish 'who
conquered Mexico were Catholic and brought their religion
. ith them to the New World. Thas Catholaciim became the

.1/1* ,

.

religion of Mexico. _ .

.

Bg the endof the sixteenth century; 'all the.Indiant-in
Mexico lindr.Spanish control were Christian. Over the years,
the Spanish roved north into the'more thinly pooulated",ai-easof Mexico. They carr,ied with them their-Catholic faith ana -_more Indians were converted . Why did thelIndians of Mexico-
give up their old gods so quickly and becbme Christians?

. -
The ansWer.to this question is not simple; Many factors -

entered intothis change from the'Indian religion to Christianity:
In this section, five expi.anations will be given: prophecy,
force,'Spanish effort human sacrific6 and synpretism; - ',-

, .

: .-. . . :

. -

The Effect of Prophecy,
i

. .

,It was the_year 1519. It was also the Aztec year,of
Ce Acati.-According to' Aztec prophecy, their whfte, bearded
god Quet2a/coatl'would return to.Mexico, The main Azted god. was Huitzilopophtli. He was a sun-god. The Aztecs-thought,
the renewal of his strength demanded human-sadrifice.- The
:Aztecs also had the remembrance ,of Quetzdialoutt. He was,:a.
benign deitl, and cultere hero. He hexl brought the blessings of-.

.maize and civilization to the Indiang'. ' , -A- 4.... ;7 ,.
.

Th emassengers of Montezuma brought him news of he great
ships of the Spanish and the white'rbearded men. Could it be

- ttat Quetkaleoda was returningoWthe sea, as he had prop-
ised 1-ong ago? ,Montezuma hesitated:. to fight against the
Spanish, would be' to fight-against the gods. .Cortes and his cam-,0 'anions were received as honored guests. Every gift meant td
appease,the Spanish Only made -arm, hungry for more gold: When

' MontezuMa decided that the Spanish were not gods but only
. '

''
4

..
.

.
.

.
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. mortafi, was `too late. The Spanish were able .t6 gain' In
. Alan allies and Sp&nish reinorcementp. 'Within two years
.-after Cortes CPT7P- to Mexico, -tile flourishing-Aztec capital .

City of Tenochtitlan 14y-in ruins and the Aztec empire had col-
lapsed. The godnish-.had.a superior military.t:echnology. They'
hi.d'many aildes.

,

But'the Spanish I.Iere, able to gaih a f6othold in- Mexico
bigoause of the 04etzalc-oa,S./-legefid, TOday itseems an in-
credible story: .But who dished to -fight against thetsons
and brothers oDthe long awaited hero-god? Prophecy and tie'
Chance arrival of, the Spanish,in the year Ce Ac,a7, helped to
begin the overthrow of the Aztec empire and relicrieh:

,

Thiman'Sacrifice

One of the religious practices of the Aztecs-helped Cortes
to 9-416 Indian.allies to fight- against the Aztecs. The re-'
ligion of `the Aztecs 'was a bloody religion. Their chief god
Huitzilopochrli m4s-a Warrior'pun,sod; To keep him healthy
-and*well nourished in his fight dqainst'.the.fqrces of darkness
'required a daily diet of human.blocd and h'earts. In addition,
there were many other gods-and feasts which required human ;

saCr4fice. -

.

,

One reason the Aztecs kept expanding their territory
was to get .f rmoftibute in the fo' people to sacrifice.

, _
., .

..,
. .

,
.

Today archeologists lament the'fact that the Spanish de-
-0 stroyed the great plaza and temples of Tenochtitlan. But

to.the ears of. Cortes and his followers came.the cries of the
victims as they Were led up the pyramid/ steps to the sacrificial
stboe:_ The human cries blended with the futious sound of*
`Oru'ms and musical instruments. Then Were was silence. The
priests had cut out the hed-rt of another victim witii-a. sharp
obsidian knife. - .

..

The:spanish, like all men of theit time, had many faults.
But human sacrifice was not part of the Christian religion.
The Spanish offered Indians a way to escapt from the religious
and politicil control.of the Aztecs. They gave Indians .a -Way
to esc4pa from the burden of human sacrifice. And.thus many
Indians chose to side with the Spanish and fought against their
Aztec masters,.

-force
,.

. A gird reason.for conversion was thb Spanish 'se of
force. With.their superior military technology the Spanish.
were able to.conquer tea Aztecs. Was not this a sign
that tne Spanish had more powerful gods than the Aztecs?..

-4
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And then the Spanish had'the Indians destroy the idols.and buildings which could remind the Indians of their oldbeliefs. And tile gods of the Aztecs did not destroy the Spam:ish. It was a time when both Indian and'Spaniard believed .in the personal power of gods.- And the Spaniard was notstruck dead whew' he smashed a-sacred.idol, Was 'this not anothersign of the superiority of Christian gods?

The Aztecs were conquered. Over a dam number of years,the conquered usually take on the religion of their con -querors. But few SpaniSMame, to Mexico compared to theJ millions-of Indians. The Soanish made a great effort to
.convert'Ole Indians.

r

:.Spamish'Missionary Effort

From ire beginning,'Cortes made an effort to convert theIndians tc, Christianity. During the fighting, he asked theemperor to send *many devout monks"whore zealous for the con-version of the Indians.*

,-/ In 1524the firit-tweive F?AnCiscan missionaries arrived., Ipagine the scene at their arrival. The friars,' in theirpoor garb, had walked barefooted from Vera Cruz-to Mexico Citywhere...a new Spanish capital was rising en, the ruins. ofTenochtitlai. On their -arrial, Cortes kneltandAissed the --.hanAS of the friafs, The Indians, vA.o highly -rega'rded Cortes,.-----falowed his example.- The Franciscans early earned'd repu-.ation fex bilmility and poverty, and appeard to appeal par-ticularly to the Indrans. Other oders 'followed the arrivalof:FranciScans: --Dominicans in 1526; Augustinians-in 15334-Jesuits.in 1572, and- darMelites in 1586.

The missionaries set about- heir work of preaching" and teaching Wipigreat zeal ands enthusiasm. In a few years
the'fiiars-bad replaced the old Indian priests and chiefs as-the leaders ofIndian society, They established.missionary'e

.-center'S in the major Indian towns. *From these .centers the.'7friars were constantly on the move to the smaller towns,
-lheypreached,, baptiied, confirmed, married, said Mass, and
-taught.simple..elements of religion and .government. They
healed-the sick, _acted as -arbiteiS.in conflicts with the: .Spanish,:punished those` who disobeyed, ,arid buried the dead.They alsO taught the Indians ,many European kills--Masonry, :
carpentry,tdying, weaving- -and introduced new crops':

Soon the convent town becabe the model town in ,Mexico.
. Much Indian labor was used in building- religious structures.Mexico became studded with beautiful chtrahes built with
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\ Indiah labor. Tday their legacy is one of the roost
attractive parts of Mexico's colonial past. In- their timer;.
however; they served as an outward symbol of the new faith
-of the Indian. Formerly the Indian had built a plaza and
temple for human sacrifice.' Now he built a church to the .

glory of God. Formerly he faced the mystery of renewal through-
- human sacrifice: Now he had a more humane rene I through

r-4- the Mass in a church built with his own hands.

Inconverting the Indian, the Spanish missionaries
used ways which have been followed by missionaries throughout ;
the world. They-learned the language of the Indians so:they
could speak with them..-.Language is most ,important in getting
People to understand nonl-material traits.. people
4

And the Spanishimissionaries taught the children. .

Mos.t,ly these children were the sons ofchiefs,.- They were :*

taught ideas about the Christian religion and were also
.taught reading, writing, and music. In tiMe, these educated
children would become government officials.

0.

Another method was to train assistants. Older and,
brightpr boys were taught sermon*. In turn, they would go
out and preach to other Indians. Then they would return
for more instruction.' This way of increasing teaching
power is very old. The method helped.get the Christian
message to more-Inaians.

A more impoetant method of the missionaries-was to
point out to Indians similarities in the Aztec and Christians.
religion's. In becoming Christian, the Indians.would hot be
taking on ways entirely new. They would be returning to the
right way from which they had been led astray by the devil.
This effort to convert by similarities is discUssed under
syncretism. '

:syncretism

, 'Syncretism is a word to describe a srwcial type of
cultural change. It is the change in a religion which comes
from the blending` of old ,and new religious way*. Syncretism
occurs when 'people whdEarready have a religion take on a nets
religion, but mix some of their old ways and ideas with the
new faith.

Religious development in Mexico is a good example of
syncretism. Before the Spanish came, the Indians had a well
developed religion. ThelSpanidOthought-they saw in the
practices of the Indians many ways similar to Christian.Ways.
Ideas and practices-which are somewhat alike but not the same
are called para24els. 4Both the Spanish missionaries and the'

Indians saw parallels between their religions. Father 'Vetan-
pourt.thought that the devil had corrupted the religion of
the Indians. He wrote:

59.-
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The Indians practice many ceremonies similar
to those ordered by the evangelic,law of Christ.
The convertion of the natives was, facilitateld
because the devil introduced things which'he stole
from our evangelic law, such as their method of
communion,.baptism, confession, and adqration,
which despite the enemy served that they received
in truth what they ,had fortherly.reeived in
falsehood. (Qlmted,iri Gruening, p. 232)

What Father VetancoUrt was observing was mit the work
of the devil, but trait variation. Religion, it has been
noted, is a cultural universal. All religions have-beliefs,
rituals, and signs. These are universals. But traitt in
'religion vari'from _religion to religion, just as other
traits vary from culture to culture.

But trait, similarity often helps acculturation. For
example, it was 4asier for the Spanish missionaries to
teach Indian farmers to grow a new crop than it'was to get
Indian hunters tobecome.-farmers. sLikewise, trait
similarity between'Agtec and Christian ways helped the
Indians to accept Christianity.

Table 1 is a comparison of Aztec-Catholic religious
traits athe time of contact. Study,these parallels
carefully. table 2 shows how Indians could accept Catholic
ways and feel tliey 'were not.departing-too much from their
old ways.

. .
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TAB .2

COMPARISON CT AZTEC` -TCA THOLIC RELIGIOUS TRAITS,'
EARLY =MIMS CENTURY"

(From Clavijer0 After Grueriing, p.,2.30) :

%...

ztec

Organization-

Priests in pumerods
grades to care for
tepple'and conduct
worship

.Priests held in great
esteep.

PriestlyhleiarChy,,.
.,headed ty High Ptiest
Teotecuhtli,'"lord of
goas".

. .

TepPlepyrairads.and
plazas in major
centers; many taocalli
,(heuses od) and,
tpopan places of god) .;

Male ana- female
-religiotisorders

Lands ; temple shad- :Own
lands-and workers
cultiVate them

Income': Offering Of. .

first 4uits'and many
.yoluntary
contributions,,

7 .

.
C4tholic

Cathedrals had many diffdrent
positions tocare for church
end conduct worship

1
priests; monks, and nuns
respected and loved

'Religibus hierarchy, headed
by BishOp of Rome, the Pope

Cathedrals .in 'major centersl
.4,parish' churches,- shrines',
monasteries, nunneries.. "

.

mckls'and nb.ris-;

Large church and monastic
estates

. -.
..,

---.
.

Vibes and pri,estly fees for .
. ..

Itiarriag. and burial :. .

Incense, copalialli-.,
and yauhtli

77

Incense Used-inchurch..
,serviqes
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Rituals
Holy oia, teopatZC'

.

Baptism ceremony,- at
which/thild wars, 2131ted

_

1 -

(c ont a).

Holy qil tsed in baptism
or extreme uziction.-

.

Communion: 2 eat igi:of idol of :.
Ftiazie by

-temple nuns:.

- '.-Penitende,
: self-castigation,

.
Baptism as.sign of con-

azid at naming
cgiemony

,
Coram ,partake df

:'holy wafer made by nubs

.FFsting:- not eating meat
or drinking wide; eating
only .once a day

.

,Confession_f forgiveness
.of sin after 'penitence

Movable _feast days of":.
various, Aztec gods

-
-Feast in 1.5emorir p-f
Feast of e 21." u ,

- Goddess. cif ';Deatil....
-

./

.

ih many' forms:
'castigation of body, prayer,

.ti Fasting: no meat, on Friday,
- on Holy Days, ,,or during Lent

.Ccafession:before priest

MqvAble feaSt: s. of
T

IL;14,.:Saints liovemBer 2

-
.

0.*

Creation: Te..z.eai,Zip-ockf".
; d,ivided:sq.aets.ot

.1:1e:avenan'd earth;

wPrid:
'-fei.hii:464ti. ;

$

,
iZttiestz*irle.ogii, by :bieatii

' . . .

--re.Z.44atea--61.6 .'

t
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- Sicrifide 'and:
Resurrecfion:. !Feast:

. of e za tlipoca in
;month of.:21oxcri.:tZ;-..

,:.sacrifice of_ sacred.
-youth

.

=

,EeIteft 'Och'ksaf
.7.;;., .. Holy Week: Lerat.";''Criici-

on_ ,food Zriday,
:,Eister ResUirgction

-16 . :

- .4.

"

,r

.

7-.,=%SymbblismoI

0rossn...yidespieaa ute
of Equal-length cross .

Chartast
.around'neck.

Sacred EagTe:

Representation bf gods .iri
visual' foray

4

II .

of

4

4

..

Latin, cross sign of
istian faith-

Cross, crucifix,.amulets,
beads, medals

Dove sign of Holy Ghost"

Representation ofsreligious
ideas in statues and
paintings, espeC;ally.df
.Christ .ind saints.

a:

$

1.

;4,

4,

10

;

r . '

,a

1,..)

_
. &',

,
`V _4

v
i

4
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The extent to which Catholicism is mixed with an.
Indian hegitage today has to do with the size of the
Indian population and the.extent of isolation. Over the
centuries, the Indian Christian way became more like.the
Spanish Christian way., But in the southern part of
Mexico, where Indian languages are still widely spoken,

'.-indian ways are, still very'much a part of the Catholic
-faith. This is alsatrue.of parts of northern Mexico
where the Indians are few but often very isolated. I

. .

The Tara;:umara Indians live in the rugged mountains
of the Sierra Madre Occidental,west of Chihuahua. The .

first TaraBumara mission was established by Jesuits in
1639. Today there are Catholic churches throughout
Tarahunzaa country, some over two centuries old. Some
churches in remote areas havenot been visited by outside
pgiests for years: The Indians carry4iin Catholicism
mixed with many Indian ways. There are many examples of
syncretism among the Tarahurrara. One good example is A
connection with a r.2.rijipari. This is a kind of marathon
kickball race. Note in the following description the
fusion ofIndian and Christian pr'actices.

Once the kickballse which, are about the size
of.grapefeuit,, have been, carved from madrono
wood, a'shaman takes them to a burial cave.
The shinbone of a man's right 3,eg is exhumed.
The bone, the wooden balls; bOwlsof food, and

, a jar.of 1.,-c&guino are set before a cross, and
the spirit of the dead man is asked to cast a
spell that will weaken the opponents.. ...

. -The night before'the race, candles 'are
lighted on either side of a small wooden cross.
The runners arrive, many with.fetishes they
yin Wear ts) make them strong in the race:
eagle feathers, ,hawk' and vulture heads, glow-
oforMs, and rattles made of deer hooves. The
shaman chants ana sings the't!song of the
gray fox.' ',Theerunners make ceremonial turns'
around the cross and candles, the'exact number
of laps they wi11 run during the rarijipayi.
'fliatural'History, January 1972, pp. 62-64)

.
,.. A

.

VirginVirgin pf-Guadalupe
,.

. .

--.Btit all xaMples of syncretiSm pale into insignificanc6'4
1..compared to the Vir,in of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the patron

saint of Mexico and",Latin,Ameraca. The ChutCh of, Our Lady
'cif Guadalupe,16cated nor,theast of Mexico City, is'the most ,

':-

%
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famous place of pilgrimage in Mexico. December 12, the
anniversary of her final apparition, is a feast day in
4,1. of Mexico.. A

"According to the legend, Juan Diego was on his way to
church in Mexico City, He mes a poor Indian, about fifty
years old. The day. was December 8, 1531. On passing the
rocky hill,of Tepeyaci the Holy Virgin appeared to him.
She was an Indian Virgin, 'dark skinned. She told Juan to
let Bishop Zumarraga know that she wanted a church built'
at Tepeyac in her honor.

On the following day the Virgin appeared to Juan in
the same spot again. He told the Virgin he had been unable
to see the Bishop and deliver the message. The Virgin told
Juan to return, saying to tell the-Bishop that the Mother
of God had sent Juan. The Bishop'demanded a sign.

Again Juan returned to Tepeyac and the Virgin appeared
fdr a third time. For a sign, she tord..Juan to climb to'
the top of 'the hill and gather the roses which would be
blooming there. It wa's not the timt of the year for 'roses;
but thee-trusting Juan climbed to the top of Tepeyac: .He
gathered the roses, and brought them' o-the Virgin. She
put them in'his blanket, which served him 'or -a cloak.
Then Juan went to see theBishop.When Juan Diego Opened-
his cloak, the roses fell to his,feet. 'But the thindthat
amazed the Bishop was the image of, the Virgin. miraculously ,

stamped on his cloak.
.

The Bishop ordered the image to b& conveyed in' .
procession. He also ordered,e church torlie,built on,-the
site.. Today thousands of, Mexicans come to pay homage to
;the Virgin of Guadalupe. Some come in fine cars; many- more
come on- foot. Since _there are 'many Virgins throughout-the
Catholic world, whatO.s special about_the Mexican:Virgin .

of Guadalupe? Is the cult and the name merely something
they Spanish brought from Spain? In:Spain the Monastery of
Guadalupe was already famous asa place of pilgrimage.
Here a shrine housed an image of the Virgin that hadbeen
concealed during the Moorish.domination:

The Virgin: of Guadalupe is adistinOtly-Mexican'Virgin,
not only in her Indian looks but in her;past. _1Before'the'
Spanish came, the hill 'of ,Tepeyac had. beena,shrine-to ,

Tonantzin., much loved Aztec' goddess of Earth and-COn.--
The conquerors destroyed,the shrineland it caused-much
grief among the Totonoqui Indians, of which she.was:p-atton.
The name .Tonantzin ,eint " moher." The Virgin-ofGuadalupe:
was speelal in two ways. She wad the reincarnation of
Tonantzin. Fifty years after'her revelation Father Sabgun
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noted that the Indians,came to vi4t their Tonaptzin from
afar. Testy some Indians still refer to the Virgin as
Tonantzin.- Just as former timei Indians went to the'
festival o Tonantzin; all Mexicans now come to pay homage,
to.theiryiegin Of Guadalupe.

The second special thing about the Virgin of Guadiltipe '-
is-ttiat she appeared to poor Indian, Juan Diego. This was
taken as a sign .to the Indians that they take the Virgin for.
their Mother. After her apparition, the Indians were con.

verted.tore easily. Not only the hill at Tepeyac, but-th.
'former Indian shrines Were converted into Christian shiines.
Catholic ritual replaced Indian. ritual, but 'the foundation
of native,beliefs was seldom completely wiped out.
Syncretism was a major factor in the conversion of the-
Indians of Mexico'to Catholicism.

4
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Conversion of ,the 4 anz-tc ChristiampritVt
United %States'

...motion Organizer

On the whole, the Protestant sects of the British'
colonies were less interested in Indian conversion than
was the Raman,Catholid Church. in the Spanish colonies.
By the time the. English colonies were begun, a hundred
years after the beginning of the Spanish colonies, England
was no longer unified in rszligi6n. There was an established
churdh, the Church of Engles. But the movement toward-
separatism was never stopped. This made Protestant con-

. gregations inward rathef than outward looking. The great
Protestant missionary efforts in-England and the United
States did not begin until the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century.

The Church of England, in contrast to the Spanish
ChUrch, did not have a trained manpower pool to work for ,

Indian conversion. In the early sixteenth century,
Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries and took, over their
%Math. 'There was no longer support for religious orders.
The religious orders remained the phock troops for Indian
conversion, throughout the Spanish period in Mexico.

On the Atlantic Coast, both English and Spanish
v I missionaries sought to convert the Indians, There were

-'11.16-_lasting results from these efforts. Spanish missionary.
work among the Indians of the Sbuthwestern,United States
was more 4sting. This, was an extension north of the'
Spanish effort of-6onversion in Mexico.

Syncretism was less important in religious Conversion
in the United States than in Mexico.

;I
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--Conversion.of.the IfIlliana to-Christianity
,

Ugitedi:States

Major English Protestant efforts to convert Indians
were made in,yifginia%and.,inMatsachusetts. But there-
_ were 4:10 ',mating results from'these efforts. Working from
Canada, Prench.missionaries made temporary converts in the

4!, Missiasip i Valley,-but there were no permanent effects.
Spannh- asionaty.effort:was found in the .United .States
in two' wi ely separated areas--in north Florida and on the

-'--Georgi&-Coastand in the Southwest. The Spanish missionary
effort ih New'Mexico was more lasting. The Spanish missions
in Texas and California went into decline after Mexican
independence. Today .the remains of the mission churches in
the United States are a reminder of the way the Spanish
misionaries''helped bring Christianity to Mexico.

The English"Missionary Effort

The two best examples of early missionary effort among
the Indians are found in New England and Virginia. A
stated purpose in the charter of the Virginia Company was
the conversion of the heathen (Indians). In 1617,,King
James I called upon Anglican clergy to collect money "for
the erecting DI eipme churches and'schools for ye education-

of ye children 64F-these Barbarians in Virginia." -/na1618,
the Virginia Company directed the governor tofind a-
conveilient location for building "aCollege.for-the children
of the Infidels," and 10, 00a acres of land. simte"set-aside
for those Purposes.,-The House, of Burgeiges-provided that
a number of Indian boys shoula-b-e_educafed,"in true religion
and civil course OfPlife.!' A contiderable sum of money was
raised in the colony and in. England for a college. And then
disaster struck the colonists. In 1622 there was an Indian

. rising led by Opech4ncanough, successor to Powhatan. .About
five hundred settlers were wiped out. This massacre created
a deep anti-Indian att de. The new missionary-education
work received a Set ba k from whicht never recovered. -

an .1691 the: College of William and Mary Was. finally 'N.I.7.

chartered. Many; Indian students were brought there in
succeeding years. In 1723 the Brafferton Building was . _Ailt as an Indian dOrmitory.' This handsome, Georgian
styled building is the most substsptiai reminder of Virginia
educational and missionary efforts.

. .
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On the t-hole, the Virginia effort at conversion was
not successful. It was not that the Indian boys could not
learnEnglish and Christ4n ways. They were often good
students. But in Virginia the boys were brought into
Williamsburg away from their people. When they were sent
back to the tribe in the wilderness, they returned to their
Indian ways anduforifot their Williamsburg lessons.

,In contrast, the Spanish missionaries established
churches within the Indian communities, They lived with
the Indians. They.used otganization,,work, and required
church attendance to keep the Indians faithful. The Virginia(
missionaries relied too much on merely teaching and
preaching..

The New. England Example of Indian Conversion

4.
The work of John Eliot in Massachusetts is better known

than the missionary work in Virginia. Here his efforts with
the Indianslearned him the title "Missionary to the Indians."
Most New Englanders looked on the Indians as barbarians and
devils. There was little enthusiasm for Indian conversion.
The usual American pattern for *treatment of the Indians was
set early in the Pequot War -- extermination.

John,Eliot came to Massachusetts Bay in 1631 as pastor.
of the Roxbury congregation. In the following year, he began
a school. Five years later, some captives from the Pequot

/ War were brought to Roxbury'. He began to study their
. language. He formed the idea of bringing Indians together

to work in self-governing towns. Here they could be taught
Christianity, 'educated, and learn useful trades. After,
thirty years of this e'fort, he had succeeded in establishing
14 towns of "praying Indians.' The total population may have

. been as high as 4,000.

Then King Philip's War broke out in 1675. For three
years Indians and Now Englanders murdered and killed each
other. The peaceful, converted Indians, were caught between ;

the sus scions of the whites and the vengeance of the
Indians, When the war wa ov.er, the Indians had'be n

,defeated. But also gone as the work of Eliot., Xing
.Philip's War the Indians ere to.find that becoming
Christian and trying to 1 rn the white man's ways as
no protection against white bad feeling. Over and er in
later years-whites would massacre peaceful Indians,

The most lasting work of Eliot was with the Algonquian(
language. in 1653 the Chatechisms was translated into:

V
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Massachusetts Algongui4n. In 161 the New Testament was
.translated, followed by the Old Testament'in 1663.

The Sganish Missionary Effort i0"the.United States

In,the colonial period, both Spa nish and Frpndh -
missionaries were active.in the United'Staps. The Spanish-
effort.in New Mexico was 'tile most lasting., It was i
northward 'extension. of Spanish missionary effort in Mexidg.

Converts among the Pteblo indianamere made as early
as the.Coronadb,expedition of 1540. In 1581,Auglistin
Rodriguez, a Franciscan friar, led a missionary expedition
to New Mexico.. The area* yes permanently colonized by Juan
()nate in 1598-99. The town of Santa Fe was founded in 1610.
Except among the Hopi, Spanish missionary effortswere
generally successful. But the Spanish missionaries were
less tolerant o.f Indian practices than their"predecessors ,f
in Mexico. The Indians objected to the missionaries
interfering"with their reliAon.

.

In 1680 it appeared that all, Spanish efforts would,6e
ikst. There was a widespread Indian Pueblo revolt. The
Spanish, with some loyal Indians, were driven out-of New
Mexico. They. took refugd in. EI Paso del Norte (now Ciudad
Juarez). . s

/

In 1692 Diego de Vargas began the reconquest of New
Mexico, and by 1696 had reeStablished!Spanish rule: 'This
area remained part of Mexico untilthe Mexican-American
War of 1848. By.the Treaty of'Guadalupe Hidalgoe the.
Southwest-was ceded to the United States by Mexico. Today

. 'there are-living reminders that this area was once part Of
the.Spanish viceroyalty of Mexico. Therare adobe churches
in. the Indian Ppehlob bialt 4' the Indians.upder missionary
supekvision. Many Indians are still Catholic. Indian
names are Often Spanish names.

There. were.other areas of Spanish intensive missionary
activity--on the Georgia Islands between 1566 and 1702-and
in ,Texas and California in! the years before.Mex4arP°
independence. In the last tW4 areas, the remains of misSiod
churches 'are an architectural reminder of Spanish effort.. .

' One of 'th§M, the Alamo, was to becdme immortalffized in the
Texas war for indepqndence. 'Of the effort in-Georgia in

"4the area known as- Guile, only musty documents temain
ell of the work of Franciscan and Dominican missions. .

In- contrast to *Mexico, syncretism has teen, comparatively
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rnimportant the development of religion in the United
'States. TheInd1 n tribes were smaller and.religiout -

institutions were simpler than in Mexico. There were
fewtr parallels in Indian and. Protestant religious"traits.
There was also less effort to convert the<IaliErte.. -- . ._

a. -'f'

Today in the United States orie of the best,exampl,es
-

of syncretism is the use of peyote among certain Indian
Christian groups id the United States. Peyote is a drdg.
that comes from a spineless cactus, the peyotd\mescal,_4.
Peyote use in religion reappeared in 1885 among' the Eiowa,
and Comanche in ,Oklahoma. In 1918, various peli6te-neing
groups were incorporated as the Native AmeriCan Church: ,

The Native American Church is Christian, but }navy 0E the
beliefs and practices, follow Indian ways. Numerically(
the Native American Church is small, claiming'about7 200,000
members.

In the pueblos of the Southwet, there are many
examples ofreligious syncretism: This syncretism, however,
belongs to Spanish and not United States influence. The
pueblos were converted to Catholicism by Spanish mission- '
,dries in the:seventeenth century.

Today most of the Indians of the United States belong
to some branch of the Christian.Church. Most of the
Indians, however, became Christian after they were placed
on reservations. Most Cherokee, however, had been con- '

verted to Christianity in the early nineteenth century
before their forced removal to the West.
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4 Unity and Diversity in.the Catholic and
Protestant Colonial Traditions- in
Mexico and the United States

Section Organizer

sty

During tnrcolonial period, two different religious
4 traditions were established in.Mexico and the Unitpd

States -- Catholic and Protestant. this statement is not
to imply the lack of the growth Of the Catholic faith in
the United Stites. AllEnglishmen"did not become Protestant',

. and the colony of Maryland was specifically founded in 1633
as a place where English Catholics could practice their
religion.' As Ell.topean immigration shifted in the nineteenth
century from Protestant to Catholic countries, wore and
more Catholics came to the United States. Today the
largest single denomination in the United States is Roman
Catholic, 35% of the claimed Church membership. Mexico,
in contrast, is 58% Catholic .

eIn the formative period of the country's development--
in the colonia4ears and the early nineteenth century--the
dominant religious feeling was Protestant. Catholicism
developed in the.United States as one of many churohet,
rather than as a single church, as is Mexico., Consequently,
there has been acceptance by,Adericah, Catholics of civil
principles not always found in 'Catholic countries. Among
these are separation of Church and state and religious
tolerance.

r
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Unity and'Diversity_in the Catholic and-
Protestant Colonial Traditions in

Mexico and the United States'

=

- :This section-is primarily concerned with bow there":
were established churches in Mexico and the United States
-during the coldnial,period. The diversiti of Protestant
churches in the United-States favored'disestablishment
after independence. In Mexico, however, the religious
tonopoly'of the Catholic'ehurch did not favor disestablish-
ment. (See-also\the latter section, "Political Role)
There was also greater freedom of religious thought in the
United States. Religious orthodoxy (being very traditional
in religion) and. philosophic rationalism (trying to work
out religion on an intellectual basig) both emerged in the
UnitedStates in the eighteenth century (See."The Great
Awakening" and "Dsism"). This did not eliminate religious
intolerance (See the section, 'Religious Intolerance) in
thd United States. It'did'contribute to the rise of many
new American churches in'the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries (See the sdction, "Emergenoe of New Churches in
the United States").

.Establishment and Disestablishment

During thgpcolbnial period, both Mexico and the British
royarcolonies had-an established churph. An established
church is an official, state church which is supported by
taxes rather than by voluntary contributions. In Mexico,
the" established church was the Roman 13tholic Church; in
the British colbnies, the established church was the Church
of England in_the southern colonies and the Congregational

-Church in New Englandt People in the British colonies who
did not belong to the established Church had to pay taxes
to suppOrt that church.
,

After the Declaration of Independence, the Church of
England was quickly abolished as the established church il
the'esouthern states. The Church'of England had as its
head theKing of England. A people who rebelled against
the King as their political head would also get rid of a
state church which had him as the head.

After the American -Revolution, the Church of Engl;.nd
'was reorganized in 1784 as the United States Protestant]
' Episcopal Church. it is still' identified with the Anglican
Cothmunion in doctrine and practice. But there is no,
political connection with the Church of England.
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Disestablishment cane much later in New England where
the Congregational Church waeestablished. It did not
come about until 1833 in Massachusetts. Even after dis-
establishment, the states continued to give support to
various churches for teaching. Before public schools were
organized, the churches were the chief means of educating
children. As Long as the country was mainly Protestafit,
a modest, non-doctrinal involvement of church and state
was acceptable. After the growth in the size of the
Catholic population, a change.in attitude came about.
States and cities stopped using taxes for church controlled
instruction.

In bontrast to the United States, Mexico confirmed its
support of an established church. The Morelos Plan of 1813
provided that only the Catholic' Church wouldbe tolerated
but it would be suppbrted by tithes, not taxes. The cdn-
stitution' of 1824 continued the Catholic Church as an
established church. It was not until the Reform Constitu-
tion of 1857 that the qhurch was disestablished. The

-' Roman Catholic Church never did accept this loss of'a
privilegedpolitical position, and continued to rebist
until the 1920s when a pro-church movement was suppressed by the
government, -

Article I of the Bill.of Rights.to the Constitution
of the United States of 1787 prohibits any law respecting
government establishment of religion. This has been
interpreted increasingly to place a barrier between church and
state. In the case of Engel v. Vitale, 370 U.S. 421 (1962), -the
saying of the Lord's Prayer was Faalted in public schools.

The Mexican Constitutibn of 1917, like that of the
United States is secular in its emphasis. There is no state
church in Mexico. The Roman Catholic Church in Mexico, as
in the United States, must depend on voluntary contributions.

Uniformity and Diversity in Religion

both Mexico and the British colonies had established
churches. In Mexico, the pattern ed to uniformity. Only
one church was permitted--the Ca lic Church. In the
British colonieSif many churches we e permitted. How did

, this difference in Mexican uniformity and United States
diversity begin? -

In Spain, the Spanish rulers Nought that political
loyalty and religious lbyalty had to be,the same-thing.
The Spanish rulers used a religious court of investigation
to make people conform It.to one view, the Catholic View.. t
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was started in Spain in 1480. tt was started in Mexicoin 1571. The legal name .f this religious court of inquiry
was the Holy Office. It is.better.known as the Inquisition:
It was not _ended in.Mexico until after independence in 1821.

In England, the rulers preferred that the people belong---"
to theChurch of England after it was begun. But they were
more concerned with personal loyalty than they were with all
people having the same religious ideas. Thus loyal English-
men were permitted to start colonies where they could worshipIthdway they wantO to. Thus English sepratists founded
Plymouth; Puritanic, Massachusetts; Baptists, Rhode Island;and Quakers Pennsylvania. Outside of Rhode Island, New
England was an area of the colonies where most of the
colonists were English in the Puritan-Separatist tradition.
Pennsylvania was the best example of religiouspluralism.
Founded by a Quaker, William Penn and his' heirs also
encouraged people of different religions and lands to cometo Pennsylvania. In fact, the proprietary colonies gen-
erally were the most diverse in their religions--they
needed people tofdevelop the colonies. Without people,
their vast estates would be. worthless.

_Thus. by the end of the colonial period, Mexico was a
country-uniform in the Roman Catholic religion. The Unite
Stites had many different religious groups which includedthe following:

Protestants

Presbyterians
Moravi ?ns
Lutherans
Anglicans--Church of EnglanA
Congregationalists
Quakers
Salzbutgers.
Baptists

'French Huguenots

Roman Catholic's .

41110.

13
.

.
.

3
o

T is religious diversity would eventually'c tribute to
another more important product-- religious to erance.

tTolerance ins -the acceptance of viewpoints that are different :

from one own. --
.,

.
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More churches' in Mexico; fewer churches '.in teems of
population in the United"States. The town---settlement
emphasis of Mexico 4a, similar to the town pattern of
England. As a result, it was easier-to build,a dhurdh;and
maintain a congregation., gblp aedpite:a gulf, in-thdology
and religious practice, 'both Puritan New England::apd Catholic,
Meicico had in common the town church -with its pastor or.
priest.

Outside of New England, the- usual form of settlement iri-
1the UnitedlStates was'the d4spersed farm. On the fkontier
in particular the populatioi was'scattered: Often many f
frontier families became professional frontier people. They

,- built Crude houses, scratched a Little land, combined some
hunting and farieing for a living, and moved westward as'
the.frontier got too "crowded." Many such families lived
for generation after generatibn without benefit of teacher,
preacher, or lawyer.

Often times the Picture of much church going is
associated with coloni4i.times in the United States. This
'is true only for theprople who lived inthe towns. At the
end of. the colonial-period, the United'tates had fewer

.church members for its population than any-Other Christian
couitry. There were fe7;rer church members in proportion to
the) population than. there are today. It is estimated that,
in a760.not more than 20 people in 100 belonged to a church.

Church'membership, however, is not the only measure of
the importance of religion. Many people in the-British
colonial period did not belongto a church simply because
there wasno church within reach, 'Revivalism, a frontier
phenomena,has left a particular type of religious imprint
on religidn in the United States.

Seculars and Jesuits in,Mexico
-

Throughout the colonial period, the strict alli'ance of
state and church continued. The Spanish king not only
controlled church appointmentd, but he also controlled
communigitionslfrom the Pope to the clergy in New Spain.

After the sixteenth century, there was a decline,in
religious zeal. The, county had become largely converted,
and many friars and seculars tended to give more emphasis
to their. iowncomfort than to the service of .the church.
One reasOn was the fact that the state completely controlled
church finances.. Zr. the Indies, the king agreed, to take. care
of-church finances in exchlanqe for collecting. and dmifc-
istering taxes. The state government never adequately
financed the church. By the end of the colonial period, the
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church was pdyirig,more to th'e government than it -was getting -7---
in support.- -

10
Two of the most important developmentk during the latter

colonial period was the move toward.secdairm and%the
expulsion of the Jesuits., The monastic and mendicant
orders, e.g., Benedictines, Augustinians, FrandistAns,

_ Dominicans, had been the main means of converting tl.re
Indians. And in the last days -,of 'the colonial period new

`tiesidris'were;atareeaLn'Call:fo;nia: Texas, acid ih New
Mekicor But there were two rilain Classes of religious orders.
"Theselwere'called geculars and regulars. The -seculars were
the regular.Priests,' who were under the jurisdiction of the
hierarchy-of cardinal,, archbishop, and bishop. Since the
king, through the royal patronage, dontrolled these appoint-
ments, the king also controlled the 'personnel of the seculars.

The regular orders was the name given to the monks and
frairs. Some of these lived a contemplative life; others
lived a very active life. But the object of theirlife was
self- perfection. The secular clergy, composed' mainly of
parish priests, lived out i6 the world to serve the people

1 ofa parish. The members of-the regular orders-were re-
sponsible to their own abbot, who was responsible to the
Pope. Thus the regulars we riot under the same control
of-the Spanish king as.the seculars. Throughout the
seventeenth and eteenth centuries, the government
favored thg secular clergy over the regular clergy. The'
regular clergy was. small in comparison to the seculars at
the time the Independence 'movement 'began.

One of the things.the independent government of Mexico '

did was to break u e missions, as in California. One of
the last great m sion efforts of the Spanish colonial
period wisthe etablishment by Franciscans of a'series of
missions extending fr San Diego to Sohona, north of San.
Francis These w e built between 1769 and 1823. In
1834 e mi =sions we e secularized, and they fell into
rapid decay. Most of them have nOw been restored as'places
of historical interest.

- Toward the ehd of the coloniieliPeriod an order was
expel ed from Spain and all Spanishipossessions. This was
the J suit order. It is not known TOy Charles III, who had
dorie so much to improve conditions in Spain and the Indies,
'decided to get rid of tid,Jesuits. Perhaps it was the-'
rumors Of their great w alth. Perhaps it wa's the special.

1 i vow of obedience t4ey,m de to the Pape rather than to the
Spanish king. In J.-'67 the king gave the order to expel
the Jesuits. This was a 'great losg to Mexico. 4The Jesuits ,

were the best teiacherA, and had the finest secondaryschOols,"

,,..
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and colleges. They were'alsO among the-best farmers. Their'
expulsion was/an ecorimic They were also among the
best administrators. jf.the Jesuits had not been expelled,
independence may not have come so quickly: Their flep'arture
meantthat Mexico lost some of her best brain's. And they
were never replaced.

Secularization of the clergy and the expulsion of the
,Jesuitg' may have added to, she instability of Mexico when it
.became independent.

Religious_ conformity and diversity: religious thought'

. Spain, it has been noted, tried to maintain religious,
uniformity. The religious court of the InquiSfition wars one
of the main ways to keep church belief uniform. To'keep out
conflict-ins ideas, the Roman Catholic Church also instituted
the Index of Prohibited Books, This was a systemof cen-r,
sorship. It was designed to keep out of circulation or
publication Book p or ideas that might lead people to
question the teaching If the Roman Catholic Church.

After the Council of Trent, a Tridentine Index was
pUblished. This was an up to date list Of-prohibited works.
Lahr a Congregation of the Index was established to keep '

censorship up to date, The ndeK_Im.s-h-bt entirely successful
in Mexicq, for Mexicans did read prohibited bOoks. Many'
books 'were smuggled into New Spain. Hidalgo, father bf the
Mexican Revolution, and Lucas Alaman, the great Mexican
historian, were both reprimanded for reading prohibited
'books.

. ..

But, in general, the Index was successful in keeping
new ideas away.frbm the mass of the people. At times it
appeared that the reason some books were prohibited was

. simply becaUse they were in English. .Examples of such for-
bidden,works in the Library of Lucas Alaman in 1812, then a
twenty-year-old student, were William Robertson's History of
America and Oliver aildsmith's Vicar of Wakefield,' peaaprshipf

. even Wlen not completie, can stal halmmuch to do withipOiatinq
the great body of pedple from outside ideas. This happened

,.

' in Mexico and other Siatiymerican countries as well as in'

4
le, : 4 '''

I .

.Spain and Italy.

In contrast to the conformity of religious and4political,
thought in Mexico, there was a diversity of thought in the
colonies. This was not so much the result of Protestant tol-
erance. Infact, the credit for toleration in the American
colonies goes to Lord Baltimore's Maryland colony. 'Here the
first shipload of Catholic gentlemen were accompanied by,a.
'muc'h larger number of workers, Protestant in faith. thew .

.
England in particular was notorious for its religiousqntoferance.

liot'
.
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Roge- r Williams and Anne Hutchinson were both hounded out
of the 'MassachUsetts Bay Colony. The wi'tch hunts'and t;ails in
Salem, Massachusetts in 1692 show that the air of the New
World did not automatically bring to Englishmen a sense of
Tolerance. But there were many different colonies, people
from different dbuntries, and members of different sects.
In time, therefore, Americans were able to -adjust to:differences
in religious ideas. Mexicans did not have to adjust to
differences in religion because only the Roman Catholic
religion was permitted.

Differences in religious thought in the British colonies
are shown by two contradictory movements: One was the Great
Awakening and Revivalism; the other was the rise of Deeism
and Unitarianism.

The Great Awakening and the GreatReviyal

iThe Great Awakening belongs.to the last years of the
colonial period. This is a term given to.a revival in re.,z,

ligious thought and practice in the second quarter of the
eighteenth century. The movement spread very quickly. It
reached its peak among the.poor and frontier folk, particularly
in the southern back country. Some of the great preachers
of the Great Awakening came from abroad. Among them. were John
and Charles Wesley and George Whitefield% They preached
a religion of hope and salvation, The most noteworthy
preacher of the Great Awakening wap.Jonathan'Edwards of
New England. ,He revived the old Celvinist ideas of the
sovereignty of God, the depi-avity of man, and predestination
and election by Godts'grace alone. He literally held his
listeners spell-bound as he dangled sinners over the firey
pits of hell. *.

The Great Revival is the name given to a frontier
revival which came alive again after independence. The
Great 'Revival was the most significant religious event of
the early nineteenth century. The Presbyterians' -held their

. first camp meeting in K ntucky in 1800,.and i was soon
= taken up by the Methodi ts. In 1811, there e e some 400

-.-

'camp meetings, each las ing several days. in ers and saints
both came'together at t obe open -air meetin p. They often

'resembled a carnival ra her than, a churbh. Se and women
spoke In unknown tongue had fits of religibu ecstasy,
and lay in the dust twitching with holy jerks. Eventually

1 many preachers began to condemn the camp meetings.

But-the-camp meeting was to persist for many years as
an annual revival form in the South, .It had also served

_ the purpose of bringing religion to the backwoods. Before
it had been a rarity. .

S
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. The Methodist circuit rider was particularly.adapted
to the isolafied trohtier conditicins. Within sixty years
after its foUnding, the Methodist Protestant Church became

. the largest United States denomina-tion. -The Baptists also
were noted for their ideas of equality. Edudation wak,A
rarity on the frontier, and the"Bailitists.found their '0

preachers among farmers And workeis. The simple, Bible
preaching had more apeal.to frontier people than the more
refined theological ideas'of the oidei churches. Within a.
few,years after the Revolution, the!Western growth of the
country had brought about a religiO s shift. In the older
sections of the *Atlantic seaboard,'the older chuirches were
found, especially Congregationalists, Episcopalians,
Lutherans, and Quakers. In. the new sections Baptists,'
Presbyterians, Campbellites (Christians), And Methodists
were more numerous.

tig

R4ionalism: Deism and Unitarianism in the United Stags
The eighteenth century in Europe was the century of the

Enlightenment. This was a time when thinkers, especially
French thinks such as Voltaire and Diderot, -thought that .

man could co trol his future through the use of reason, It
was a heady, idea, especially to people who had been taught
that their future was determined by God's judgMent. Thus at
the same time Jonathan Edwards was preaching a -return to the
old Calvinist faith, the effects of rationalism was being
felt in religious thought.-

e

One of the by-products of the Enlightenment was Deism.
This was a rational and philosophic approach to religion
which softened the beliefs of the -older Puritanism. Amohg
the great Americans whose Zeligious ideas were influenced_
by Deism were Thomas qeffersoln and Benjamin ErahRlin. _The
greatest spokesman for Deism in the United States was ThOmaS-

, .

Paine. His book, Age of Reason, appeared in l794'" This
book expressed the major ideas of religiouS eationalism.

Deism did not have any impact" on the fpntier,'-ileVe. *"
ithe people, unlettered and ignorant, preferrega)sinipler
faith. Deism had its greatest infludnce in W.pigland.4 .

New England had been the intellectual center of the country.
in the colonial period. Late into the nineteenth century-

1tcbntinued to be first in philosophy. and letter..
APIA

In New England, Deism had a lasting impact in thell4A-:
of Unitarianism. Unitarianism got its hame:_frbM the. iTdek:- s.

that God was one, not a Trinity.* The orthbdox-trinitarigP"t
vio.w was expressed in the phrase -"God the Father, God tlief.,
Son, and God the Holy Ghost.* Unitarians .took the` position
that Jesus was the Son of God, but not, God Himself. they "_

also,held that man was not born in si,and was,not-by natute!r..
..
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evil. .The older view vas that at .birth =1.n was tainted
-iiithoriginal sin and that he war inherently evil uAless
saved by God. The Unitarians also held that the may of
salvation vas open to all mankiAd, They did not believe
in the idea of Calvin that only the elect people; chosen
by God, could be saved.

Soon the American Congregationalist Church was split
between those who still believed in the old and those who
advocated the new theology. Williannlery Charming was a
preacher at Federal Street Church in Boston. e was one of
the'greht spokesmen for the new point of view.

The ideas of Deism and Unitarianism passed 'oVer most
Protestants. They prefei-red to stick to older religious
idea'. But the movement did have an affect on all Protestant
sects. They tended to take a less. harsh attitude toward manand hell. They did not emphasize, as Jonathan Edwards had
done so well, the evil nature of man. There was more emphasis
on 'God's mercy and goodness to all men. Thus even orthodox
religious views were changed somewhat by the influences of
rationalism.

-I
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The Emermce of New Protestant Churches in the
United State': 15iversitylncreasas

Section Organizer

During the colonial periOd, many new, sects emigrated
from Europe to they United Statei. Most Photestant ideas
in-the United States have:their root in the Reformation
which, begin in Europe. "-

But -many churches emerged in the'Upited States which aid
not exist in the colonial period. These churches may be
regarded as lAdigenous, or native American, churches. Among

:the largest are the Baptists and the Methodists. "'Other
notable church groups. in the United States are the Christian, 1
Mormon, Christian Scieisce, Seventh Day Adventist, and
'Pentecostal. .;

And the movement towardi separation has not stopped.
It seems that once religioUs diversity comes about,*the
tendency is for groups of teople to break away to form
separate-chdrches. Separatism as a force seems to be
stronger than consolidation. '

. ,
- Only one Protestant sect, the Baptists, arediscussed
in this chapter due to limitations of-space.

In addition to the Protestant sects in the United States,
there exists a strong iiamaa Catholib Church. Although,
Protestants Outnumber Catholi , the largest single denom-
ination in the .country is-thji Catholic Church. The

.Catholics largely succeeded in keeping its church unified,
It hai exercised leadership in the religious education of
its Young.

.7
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The Zmere ene of Nest Protestant Churches in the
United States: Diversity.Increases

,

The emphasis on conformity of religious belief in .

Catholic countries made it possible for the church to.
remain one, united church.4 This does not mean-that there
were not differences within the church. The various
monastic orders had different things to emphasize. The
Franciscans, for example, emphasized poverty as a way to
salvation. The Dominicans were always recognized as great
teachers. The Jesuits were both a great missionary and
teaching orddt. But these were movements within the Catholic
Church. The various orders and movements agreed on the
essentials of faith. They were all loyal to the Pope.

The Protestant movement resulted, it was noticed, in
the formation of many churches. The Baptist Church developed
in the United States in the colonial period. After the
United States *achieved independence, many new dharches

. were formed. schism, the breaking away from oldchurches

which were, developed -after indepehdenc were the Methodist,
to form new churches, continued. SomeC these new churches

Christian, Mormon, Christian Science, Seventh Day Adventist,
and Pentecostal.

. "The Baptist Church .

z

This-chhrch grew oat of the tendency of many thinkers
_ to become more Puritan and-Separatist in their thinking.
Some British settlers brought these ideas with them. Others.
took on these ideas after they came to the colonies. One.
of thes4. was Roger Williams. He is credited-with founding
the firtt Baptist church in Providence in 1639.-. From here*
Baptist ideas spread throughout the cogionies. There were
some 500 Baptist congregations in -the colonies just before-7
the Revolution. After the Revolution, the Baptists grew
very quickly. ,In twenty years the number of Baptist congrega-)
tions doubldid. Soon it was :to become the largest Protestant ,.
group in the United' States, but .it split into various groups
as a result of the controversy over slavery. Today the--
-Southern Baptist Convention is the largest Baptist Convention.
It is not restricted to the South'. TodAy the term Southern
reflects the fact that there was -a split over slaVery and .

that the Southern Laptists were organized as a.Separate
convention in Augusta, GSorgia in 1845.
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The Baptists-get their name from their insistence
that only adults can be baptized as ChristiArs. They do
not. believe in infant Baptism, a practice of the Catholic
Church continued.by the,Anglicans, Lutherans, and Methodists.
The Anabaptists in Germany.were the first to Come out
strongly against intent baptism. The Baptists follow a..
congregational form of organization: Each church governs
itself and they do not have bishops or other high church
offiopas. They have no creed and believe-in the Bible
in atl.matters of faith and practice. A Baptist church
is also composed only of believerg. Baptist children often
join the.church when they come forward and accept Christ
as their Saviour. As in the older Puritan congregations,
the. main emohasig'in'worship 'is the .sermon. Instead of
Using set prayers, as in the Episcopal Book of Co=on
Prayer, the prayers are extemporaneous--made up as the
preacher or person prays. Instead of individuals coming
up to chancel rail for communion, communion is received
in the pews. It is served once a month. Baptism is by
immersion. Singing hymns is a very prominent part of
Baptist worship.

In governing the church, the members of the congrega-
tion meet as a governing body. In recent years in the
larger churches there ismore of a tendency to leave_
*governihg.of,the church to elected boards. The Baptist
conventions have many boards to carry onthe work of the
.churchl- -foreign missions, home missions:, and the like.
But these boards haire no control over the individual con-
gregations. 'They exist simply to carry on the work of
the church. .1

t

The Baptists have, 4om the very beginning, emphasized
separation.of church and state. Even today some Baptist
colleges do not accept federal aid to education because
they believe such aid violates this principle. Baptist

'influence was important in getting two guarantees of
. religious libdrty into the United States Constitution--
the first amendment guarantee of'no religious establishment
'and the no religious test" clause in Article VI;, paragraph
3. During the colonial period, e's'pecially in New England,
Baptists had "suffered at the hands of the established

-church. 1. .

Baptists have long been noted for their strong Sunday
school emphagis. They also have a strong educational
emphasis and support many church colleges. Originally,

' the Baptists were strongly Calvinistic in their theology.
. Atter independellce,, this emphatis gave way to Evingelical-

ism (See "Great'Reviyal"). The emphasis oh conversion
did away with the old theological structure of the Baptists.
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In the twentieth century there was an attempt to bring
new ideas into the Baptist church. This movement was
_known as Modernism. This idea was re4jected by many who-
thought that the movement went against some of the

t special thingkabout the Christian revelation. A reaction
set in against the Modernists knowd'as Fundamentalism.
This was, in one respect, a return to old Protestant
ideas. Fundamentalism was not found just in the Baptist
Church, but here it caused saEe further splits. ,,T0n 1947

FundamentalistsCsplit from the Northern Baptist Convention
and organized the Conservative Baptist Association of
America.

Growth of Catholic Church in the United States

One of the most notable developments of the nineteenth
century was the growth of the Roman Catholic Church in the
United States. At the end of the colonial period, there
were, few Catholics in the United Statet--about 25,000 in a
population of three million: Then toward the middle of the
nineteenth century the Catholic Church began to grow. The
reason for this rapid growth was immigration from Catholic
countries -- Ireland, Southern Germany, Poland, and Italy in
particular.

Two main developments of this period had to do with
maintaining church unity and the establishment of parochial
schools.- The original Catholics of the United States were,
like Protestants, of English origin. As people of different
nationalities came to the United States speaking different
languages, one of the main problems was to keep the immi-
grants in a unified. Catholic church. Many of the Catholic

. newcomers wanted to have their own churches with priests
separate from the older American Catholic Church. The'
early American Catholics wanted to keepthe Catholics in
ohe united Catholic Church under one set of church officials.
They succeeded in their efforts of "Americanism," and only -

pone group brpke away to form the Polish Catholic National
Church. It has about a quarter of a million members compared
to the,Roman Catholic Church which has almost fifty million
members.

A second major development was the move to have separate
Catholic operated, of parochial schools. At the beginning
of the public school movement, Catholic; like Protestant
children, attended the public schools., But the public
schools were definitely Protestant in their religious
orientation. Teachers and textbooks were often anti-
Catholic (See !Nativism"). And the teaching of Catholic
religion in the.sChools was prohibited. So the Catholics
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undertook t majoi educhtional effort--that of trying to
provide a school desk for every Catholic elementary pupil.
In the main the Catholics succeeded: The increasing costs
of finbncing a separate school system has nada tile issue of
state aid to paTochial.schools a natter of sharp controversy
in recent years.

Although the Ronan Catholic faith.got a late start in
the United States, sit now hes the largest'nembership of any
country in the world. United States Catholics, like United
States Protestants, also tend to be more-active in support
of their church. The ,Raman Catholic Church throughout the
world relies heavily upon the support Of American Raman
Catholics.
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itligIous Intolerance

Section Organizer

-.

The history of Mekico and the United States has many
Instances of religioutintolerance. intolerance exists
where people do not permit others to believe in ideas that
are different. Until-the Constitution. of 1857, it was the '

governrantal policy to exclude from Mex'ico all religions
other than the Roman Catholic. After the Constitution of
1857, other.falths were supposed to be`-tolerated. But the
clergy and people as a whale continued to be anti-Protestant.
Since the 1930s, there has been less anti-Protestant feeling
expressed in Mexico. This is probably a result of the rise
of secularism more than it is in the peolile becoming more
tolerant. Secularism is'an attitude that places more
importance on things of this world than on religion.

There are many examples of religious intolerance. in
the Uirited States. The most enduring kind of intolerance
is that between Catholics and Protestants. The United
States wrI:rgely settled by Protestants who had strong
anti-Catholic feelings. .These anti-Catholic feelings were
revived in the nineteenth century with the Know Nothing
Party and in the twentieth century with the Ku Klux Klan.
Another enduring type of. religious prejudice is anti--
Semitism, a feeling of antagonism toward people of the
Jewish faith. Ap extreme example of nineteenth century
intolerance was the persecution of the Mormons. In the
United States, as in Mexico, there is a trend toward
secularism. There is also-a palitical.and religious
emphasis on the acceptance of cultural differences. Out
of these different trends people in the United States, as
in Mexico, appear to be more willing to accept religious
differences than.they were even a century -ago.

4
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Religious Tntolerance

Religious bigotry and intoleriade ial"period

The sixteenth century WAS not only a;ceDtury of religious,
change. It was also a century of religioui wars, It seeps
that in the history of the Western World divisions over
religion have always been among the most bitter. Each
religious group has claimed that it had the truth. A dangerous
situation arises when there are different versions -of the
truth; but each side claims that it has the one that.xaust,
be believed, Thus there were not only differences between
Catholics and Protestants, but there arose many differences
among Protestants. These differences.did not end when the
various groups came to the New World.

Spain, it has been noted, kept non-Cathoacs out of
its territories. The policy of religious eXcllision of
Protestants kept the people united in one faith but suspicious
of people of other faiths. .

A more open policy was found in the British colonies.
Many of these colonies werefounded for the specific purpose
of providing an opportunity for members, of a particular faith
to worship according to their conscience. The four colonies
that had specific religious motives in their settlement were
Plymouth for Dissenters, Massachusetts Bay for Puritans,
Maryland for Catholics, and Pennsylvania for Quakers.

The desire to worship according to one's own conscience
is not the same thing as religiOus freedom. The British
colonists brought to America the same religious prejudices
that occurred in England. Two examples will suffice, in-
volving Puritans and- atholics.

The Puritans whosettled Massachusetts Bay still con-
sidered themselves members of the Church' of_England. They
were riot Separatists, as were the Plymouth settlers. When
Roger Williams came to MassaChusetts Bay in 1631, he had
become more "reformed" than those who had come before.
He insisted upon an open break with the Churchof England.
In addition, he did not want the civil magistrates to have
anything to do with religion. He was then banished, or _

sent away, from Massachusetts Bay fn 1636 and became one
of the faundersof,Rhode Island. Others banished from the

, A
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Hassachutitts Pay Colony were the Rev. John liheelright, and
inns Hutchinson. Anne Hutchinson was formally tried and
excommunicated by-the Boston chtrdh. .She and William
Coddington established oneof the early RhodezIs3AnA
settlements at Aquidneck.in 103-8. Other eicamples'of
Puritan iqtolerance were the hanging of four Qilakers in
Boston betyeen 1659 and 1661. Persecution of Quakers,
however, Nas not confined to New England, Between 1655
and 1662 aboUt 60 Quaker missionaries Came to the British
colonies. Everywhere they cane4hey were a-et with extreme
,hostility.

Marylarld was founded as a colony to provide Catholics
freedom of religious worship. From the outset, however,
the,colony had many Protestants. The ships that brought
28 Catholic:gentlemen to Maryland -in 1634 also brought,
200 laborers, most of-whoth were Protestants. In
Maryland's Act Concerning Religion, known as the.Toleration
Act, - was the first act in America to recognize religious liberty.

The Catholic Church 'remained small in numbers through-
out the colonial period. Oter William and Mary .came to
the throne in 1688, Catholics in the colonies were the
target of discriminatory'laws in all the.coldnies. Maryland
had becothe a royal'colony in 16992. Anti-Catholic laws were
Particularly severe in Maryland, which had been estabLished
as a refuge for Catholics.

Benjamin Franklin and Father John Carroll, sho became
the first Catholic bishop in 1789, tried to get the Catholic
population of Quebec to join the-Movement for Revolution.
But the French Catholics of Canada.remained loyal to England.
One reason is that under British rule the French Catholics
in Canada had been guaranteed the right to practice their
religion .(Treaty of Paris, 1763). Later Parliament ratified
this right and guaranteed the Catholic clergy their usual
rights and duties (Quebec Act, 1774). This was another
thing that made the colonists very mad. with England. The
anti-Catholic attitude of the Protestant British colonies
helped keep Catholic Canada loyal to the British during the
Revolution.

At the end of the colonial period, the.Catholic population
in the United States was very small. It is estimated that
the Catholic minority in 1775 was about 25,000. They were
served by not more than 20.priests.

The aftermath of the Revolution not only brought
religious liberty to all Protestant sects but to Catholics
as well. Charles Carol'. of Carollton was the lone Catholic
signer of the Declaration of Independence. There were two
Catholic member's of the Constitutional Convention of 1787.
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aThe'nineteenth 'century was a century of heavy migration
from European Catholic countries.to-the United States. As aresult, the Catholic population grew very rapidly.

Nativism and Anti-Catholicism In the wed States -

By 1800 the Catholic Church in the United States had a
membership of about 50,000. Most of these were the descen-
dantsdants of old American f4mIlies. For a half-century, from
independence to the-end of the first quarter of the nineteenth
century, Roman Catholicism prospered in the United States..
But then the old anti-Catholic biasraised its head after
1830. And the 1840s and 1850s were years marked by violence
and arson. This came about as -a result of the increase in
the large number of Catholic immigrants, largely Irish andGerman.

The first third political party movement grew up as
a democratic protest_against secret societies-. Sensing
the, opportunity for political gain, anti-Jackson-politi-
cians formed the first third party. It was caned the
Anti-Masonic Party. Its contribution to Ameriean-political
procedures was the use of a convention in nominating,its
presideptialcandidate, William Wirt, This 1831 nomination
.also contained the seeds of'anii-Cathollc sentiment.

. Soon this anti-Catholic idea was to be expresSed'in
theformation of the Party, better known as the
Know-Nothing Party. The objectives of the party were to
keep Catholics and aliens from holding public.office. 4In
1835 F. B. Morse, better known for his invention of the
telegraph, published his Foreign Conspiracy'. Thereafter
it served as a textbook for hAtivitists.' They imagined a
popish plot to take over the United States.

Two factors contributed to a heavy Catholic immigration
before the Civil War. One was the Great Famine in Ireland
in 1846 and 1847. The second was failure of the German
Revolution of 1848. The potato crop, staple of Irish diet,
failed. Thousands.of Irish faced death by starvation and
epidemic. There was a tremendous oUtbouring of Irish to,
the United States. The Irish were Catholic, poor, uneducated,
and alien. Most, by choice or necessity, remained in the
cities of the northeast. They were blamed for the slums in
which they were crowded and for the-rise in crime. The
Catholics also complained that in the public schools their
children were exposed to anti-Catholic teachers and texts.
They were also forced- to use. the King James (Protestant)
Bible.'
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Appealing to this anti - -Catholic fee.41ng'i a number oft
secret societies were formed. In 1850 they united to foam
the Supreme Order of the Stai Spangled Banner. Among the
official beliefs of the order were opposition to Catholics
-or aliens to holding-publi-cloffice, staict.el. ilaturalizatiou

*

laws, and enactment of literacy tests for voting.- Because
members, under the secrecy rule, replied to questions about
the order with the reply "I know nothing," the order became
popularly known as Know-Knothing.

It had an early success in the Northeast.. It gained
control of many local governments and in 1854 won control
of the Massachusetts state government. After formation of
the Republican Party, most Know-Nothings joined the Repub)i-
cans. The party in 1856 nominated Millard Zilimore for the
presidency, but ceased thereafter to have any political
influence. In that election Fillmore received 20 pen. cent'
of the vote, and this probably helped elect the Democratic
candidate Buchanan President rather than the Republican
candidate Fremont. Thus while inigion and politics were
nominally separate, religious attitudes affected political
decisions. Anti-Catholic feeling, however, was still strong.
until the Civil War caused people to think:about other things.

After the turn of the century, there was another revival
of nativism in.the United States. The Ku KluX' Klan was
revived in the 1920s, and it waged a campaign of bigotry
against -Catholic,Jew, Negro, 'and all aliens. Anti
Catholicism was especially noticeable in the election of
1928, when SMith,' a'Catholic, -was the Democratic candidate
for President. Hoover, a Republican candidate and Quaker,
won. In 1960 John F. Kennedy, a Catholic, was elected
Presideng,. The lack of anti-Catholic feeling in that election
suggests that nativism and intolerance may have lost some-
thing of their for4e.

.4
Catholic groups are among the most patriotic groups in

the United States. This in part may be due tts nativist
attacks. Questions about their loyalty were met with strong
public displays of loyalty. As attacks on Catholics de-,
crease, this strongly, patriotic stand has changed. Some of
the most violent critics of United States involvement in the
Viet Nam War have been Catholics as well as Protestants.

Anti-Semitism in, the United States.

A special form of religious and ethnic prejudice in the
United States is directed against the Jews. The first Jews to
come to the United States were 23 refuges from Brazil. They
came to New York, in 1654. It was then under Dutch rule. The
Dutch had long been hospitable to Jews who had been forced
to leave Spain.
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The number orJ ews who,came to the United'States in the
colonial period was small. By 1776 there were five organized
Jewish comthunitiep--Neir York City, Newport;Philadelphia,
Cha ;lestpn, and Savannah. 'By 1790 there were not more than
2,500 Jews in the-United States. Until about 1830 most of

the-Jews, who came to the United Statep-were Sephardic Jews.
These are Jews who follow the Spaniehbewish rite.

The period-1830-1881 was a period of increased4Jewish
immigratitm, especially from Germany. Beginning in 1881,
hindreds' Of 'thousands of Jews from Russia, Poland, arid the
Ukraine tied to the United States to avoid religious
persecution. By 1924,when the United States government -0'.
passed laws limiting the number,of immigrants, there were
2-1/2 milliop-Ea-st- anJews in the United States.

.

*

Previously it was noted that religious prejudice revived
with an increase in the number of Catholic immigrants to
the:United States. Thete was also Anti-Semitism with the.-increase in Jewish immigration. 1

In the litter part of the nineteenth century imOgra-
tion shifted to Central Europe. Here there were large

e'" numbers of Jews. Much of Central Europe,at that time was
under the Czars of Russia. The Jews were persecuted in
Europe. Christians who bated Jews immigrated to the United
States. They brought with theM their Anti-Semitic feelings.
This immigration not only gave the Jews a new home in the
United States, but many of the old prejudices' toward the r.

Jews' were-also nourished here. Just as many notable
Americans were tainted with Anti-Catholicism, so were
many Americans tainted with Anti-Semitism. The first, major
outbreak o Anti-Semitism occurred after World War I. At
the same time, there was an .increase ix Anti-Semitism in
Europa. The 1920s also saw a revival of the Ku KluxKlan,
which included Anti-Semitism among its many prefudices.

The triumph of Hitler in Germany b1ought,a renewal of
Anti-Semitism in the United StateP. In 1939 there were
only 8,300 members of the German-AmeriCan Bunds. This
Nazi directed group had 80 active cells. They were violently
Anti-Semitic. In. addition, there were many Nazi; Anti-
Semitic 'front organizations. One of the best known was the.
so-called Christian Front which Centered around Father C. E.
Coughlin of Royal Oak, Michigan. In his radio talks and
publication' Social Justice he used familiar Anti-Semitic
phrases.

a.

The work of the National CoAference of ChristianS and
Jews, 9,rganizeS in 1928, has done much to combat Anti-
Semitism. The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Writh,. a
Jewish Organization, actively fights all forms of prejudice.

\#.
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Today the United States is home to the largest Jewish
community in the world-4-almost 6 million. They arecon-
centrated in the cities and are mainly found in business
and the professions. There. are various grqups of Jews,
'such as Reformed,,Conservative, and Orthodox. They vary
in the extent to which they follow traditional practices.
They are also different movements, such as the HaSidic, a
piestic movement. The two major rites in the United Sta'tes
.are.the Sephardic (Spanish) and Ashkenazim (German). Judeo-
German, or Yiddish, was formerly the Principal language of
the Ashkenazim. Yiddish is a form of Medieval German
written in Hebrew characters. Today Jews inthe United
States give much financial support to Israel. But they
like other religious groups in the United-States, are
loyal Americans.

...,
Anti-Protestantisin in Mexico

:Prior to the Constitution of 1857, the only church per-
mitted, in Mexico was the Roman. Catholic Church, R6ligions
toleration after 1857 was required by law but was not practiced
by the people. The clergy remained violently opposed to the
introduction of Prptestant sects. They also appear to have
encouraged, or at least tolerated, violence-against Protestant
missionerles and converts.- The attitude of the clergy was
expressed thus in 1848.. 'The country should close its doors
to Protestants . as a city would exclude persons with
contagious disease. In 1864 the Papal Nuncio expressed
the view that all "cults other than Roman Catholic should be..
excluded

A er the RevolUtion of 1910 and enactment of the Cori-
estitu on of 1917, the clergy did not change itsanti-
Prot tant attitude. The clergy used such terms as
"at istic," "Bdlshevik," 94asdnic," "Protestant," and
"so alistic" to apply to ideas not endorsed by the church.
Prie is sometimes aroused parishidners against teachers and
labo organizers by calling them "Protestant.' Thus in: the
deca e of the%1920s there was an increasein anti-Protestant
feel ng in Mexico. At the same time, there was an increase
in a ti-Catholic activity in the United States., Neither
country has been free from religious bigotry and intolerance.

Today there are a number of other Christian churches in
Mexico. There is also a Jewish population. Together, however,
they account for only about 2 per cent ofthe Meiican -

population. Mexicahs now seem to be less hostile to other
religions th they were, before theRevoliltion of 1910.
But after ha f a century of government inspired secularism,
Mexico remans a Catholic country.

V
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political Rol! of the Church

Section Organizer

-A big difference in the Roman Catholic ,.Church in Mexico
and the various churches in the United States had to do with
politics. This was true both before and after the two
countries became independent. In Mexico, the Roman Catholic
Church was a state church, and Mexico, as part of Spain, .

was a Catholic state. The only religion permitted was the
Raman Catholic. And the king had the.right to appoint priests
and other church officials. The church was the religious arm
of the state, and the church men were, in effect, employees
of the king. The Spanish Inquisition was set up in Mexico
in 1571. This was a special court the Spanish king used to
keep his subjects loyal to him and to the Catholic church.
In the first years of the struggle for Mexican independence,
the high church officials remained loyal to the king. Then
it looked as if they might lose some of their privileges.
The high church officials then helped Mexico gain its
independence. But they did so to keep their privileges,
-not beCause they believed in the people having a democratic
form of government. For a hundred years, much of the history
of Mexico is a story of-some Mexicans-trying to get the
church out of'politics. It was-not until Calles became
President in 1925 that the Roman Catholic Church mafforced
out of pofitics..

By the,time British settlement began in America,
England had broken away from the Catholic Church. Finally
under Elizabeth a separate state church was set up, called
the Church of England. It kepi some of the Catholic form
but was more Protestant in its ideas.. But many, people
wanted to "purify".worship and thought even more. These
people are known as Puritans. There were also people who
wanted to break away completely from the Church of England.
They are, known as Separatists: All those who'disagreed with
the Church of England were called Dissenters.

.

Many of these dissenting Protestint as well as Catholic'
groups could not worship without interference in England.t -

They started some of the British colonies (Sgparatists,
Plymouth; Puritans, Massachusetts Bay; Quakers, Pennsyl-
vania; CatholicsuMaryland). The English kings let them
start colonies, so long as they were loyal to England.
Now it is important to understand that many of those who
came for religious reasons came to practici their own faith;
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they did not believe-in religious liberty. Sometimes they
set up church governments, as in Missachusetts Bay. People

.... who disagreed with them were persecuted.

But as different Protestant groups came to
'the idea begin to develop that a man's politics
religion should not get mixed up. The Baptists
believed in the separation'of church and state,
to get rid of egtablished churches supported by
wanted churches to be voluntary associations of
had similar views.

the colonies,
and his
in particular
and wanted
taxes. They
pelopple who-

After the United States bedame independent, the Church
of Englamiewas at once disestablished. How could an in-
dependent state have*as its head the king of the country
they were fighting against? The Church of England was
reorganized in the United States as the Episcopal Church.
The Puritan branch of the Church of England'in Massachusetts
had finally set itself up as the Congregational'Church.
It was harder to disestablish. But the Constitution of:the
United States had set out the principle of separation of
church and state. This idea eventually was to help make
the Roman Catholic Church the biggest denomination in the
United States. Immigrants from Catholic countries after
independence could freely come to the United States. -They.
could openly worship as Catholids. In the nineteenth
century the Roman Catholic, Church grew very rapidly. .It

grew rapidly, in part, because of the separation of church
and state and the idea of religious liberty that grew out
of the idea of Protestant diversity -- having many different
Protestant churches.

Independence did not get the church out of politics in
Mexico. It may have made the church even tore important in

. politics. The Mexican government had leSs experience in
administration thari the Catholic Church. At first there
was no desire to permit religious liberty in Mexico. The,f,
earliest constitution of Mexico was the one that Morelog
had drawn up by the Congiess of Chilpancingo in 1813. This

.constitution said that the Roman Catholic faith was the
state religion. Morelos, like Hidalgo, was a secular priest
in the Catholic Church.- It was not until 1857 that a

,Mexican Constitution provided.for freedom of worship. But
for three centuries the people of Mexico had only had the
Catholic Church. Vey were taught that all other Christians
should be kept out of the country. Permitting other
religions to dome into Mexico has not had a big influence.
Almost all Mexicaps are still Catholic. Mexicans have clung
to their long heritage.of religious uniformity.
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Political Role of the'Church

At the beginning of the sixteenth century, there was
no separation of church and state in Europe. -There was
only one Christian church--the Roman Catholic Church. The
clergy supported the crown, i.e the government. At that
time all the governmenti,were headed by kings or-princes.
In turn, the princes supported the clergy. Throughout the
.Middle Ages into modern tipes, there had beervefforts of
the kings to get more/control over the church through the
appointment of officials.

OM.

The Protektant Reformation did not bring about
religious toleration or get Protestant churches out of
politics. In England, a state national church - -the Church
of England-,--was established. In many German states,
Lutheranism became the national church. And, in those
countries that .remained Catholic, the Catholic Church
became, in effect, the national church. During the colonial
period, the-Catholic Chuich was the national church of
Mexico as well as Spain. In the British Colonies, the
Church of England was the main established church.

But two important differences in the colonial period
betVeen Mexico ,and the United States had a big influence
after independence. One had to do with religious diversity
and uniformity. In the British Colonies, there were marry
Protestant churches., In Mexico, there was only one church- -
the Cathblic Ghdrch. It was therefore easy to accept the
idea in the united States that the state and the.dburch
sh,p_u14,--be-separate. 1n this way, the various churches

-----daul4-exiA'side by side. But it was different in Mexico.
--4ere-the:Pe4le were used to the idea of there being only

church.;--- To be Mexican also meant being Catholic. The -

.first Mexican COnstitntion made the Roman Catholic Churdh
the pnly,ollowed church in Mexico. In contrast, thv Bill
of Rights -to the United States Constitution of.1787 provides
''-`Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the,free-exercise thereof ...."

Another difference wilt in the matter of= wealth and other
clericalprivileges. -In Mexico, the churchlud come to own
much of the national wealth of the country. It was used-
for the benefit of the fewip. After independence in Mexico,
many church men wanted to }deep their wealth and special
privileges. Amons these was control over education.

r.
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In the United States, the various churches did not.
.become wealthy in the colonial period. Most of the
Protestant churches had a congregational organization--
each individual group of church members formed a congrega-
tion which governed themselves. They employed a preacher,'
fixed his salary., and collected money from voluntary
contributions. Even where there was an established Church,
'such asthe Anglican, the amount of tax support was very
low. In many places it was so little that there was not
enough money to maintain enough priests.

Church history in Mexico after independence in 1829
is largely a story of the attempt of the church to keep its
special political place in thelife of the country. It was
not until the end of the 1920s that the political role of
the Roman Catholic Church in Mexico was destroyed. The
Cristero Movement was the last major religious challenge
to the new secular government set up under the Constitution
of,1917. In the United States, religious ideas have
influenced pdlitical developments. Since religion and
politics are both part of the culture of a people, it is
not possible to keep them apart in the Minds of men. But
religious involvement in politics through church organizations
has been unusual in the United States. This section,
therefore; is mainly about the political role of the church
in Mexico. Massachusetts and Utah are the two areas where
organized religion had a major-political tole. Under the
first charter of Massitchusetts, the government was similar
to a theocracypolitical life had to conform to the ideal
of. the Puritans whb controlled the colony. Two hundred
years later the Mormons established a theocracy in Deieret.
This was continued when Utah_became a United States'
territory. The head of the churchBrigham Young --was
appointed governor of the territory. Tdday 70 per cent of
the population of Utah are Mormon. Indirectly, therefore,
the ideas of the Mormon Church have a great influence on
the state, although Mormons are membets of both major
political pattiesRepublican and Democratic.

The Wealth of the Church

Over the centuries,,the Roman Catholic Church in Mexico
accumulated areat wealth, This was acknowledged by friends
of the Church as well as its-enemies. A supporter ,of _the
church" in Mexico was the conservative historian Lucas Alaman. _

He:estimated that by the end of the colonial period half of
the wealth in Mexico. was in the hands of the church. An ex-
ample is the owners4gp of houses. Accordine.t6 the Mexico
City register of Ignites in 1790, there were 3,387 houses..
Of these, 1,935 were church owned. But only 223 were assigned
to 'educational or charitable purposes.
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Many of the high church offices had big incomes while
many parish priests could only barely get a living. In
1800, the Archbishop of Mexico had a yearly income of
$130,000 (Mexican); some bishops had incomes of about a,

$100,000 (Mexican$.

The worst thing about the great wealth of the church
was that it was not used for the benefil,of the masses of
the people. It wasused to support a'few people in great
luxury. The convent of the Concepcion was one of the
we0.thiest'convents in Mexico City. Shortly before the
Reform of 1857, it supported only 36 nuns but owned 132
properties. There were 79 servants in the convent.

Visit6ri.to.Mexico ntizer tired of describing the
splendor of tpe churches a4 ceremonies, The lighted
tapers often'made the gild walls sparkle--and reveal:
the beggars and Indians in ragged clothes and bare feet.

The wealth of the chir .ch and its many privileges
helped make i a friend of the.wealthy and privileged.

In contrast to.Mexice, the various churches' in the
United States did no become waalthy. It is true that in
the colonial period there were, established churches in many
of the colonies. The established church was supported by
taxes. But the taxes-were voted by the people. The tax-
payers were just as jea/9ue of paying the clergy a lot of
money as they were paying elected officials. Thus even where
the, Congregational or the Church of England was established,
the ministers had a,smail income. In the other colonies,.
the churches were supported by voluntary contributions.
Giving was left entirely, to the individual. In most cases,
church support during the colonial period was on the stingy
rather than on the generous side,

The English who came"to the.colonies also were against
the church owning propelty. Henry VIII had seized church
-lands and given it to his friends. He destroyed the
independeet wealth of the church. The English political
leaders wanted a national church, not an independent church.
Thus it was not the custom tamake large endowments to
churches in-the colonies.

. The churches in the United States did not have any
special privileges to protect after independence. Thus
religious controversy in the United States did not have
the same political significance it fiad in Mexico. In
Mexico, from 1810 to 1927, the church was involved in
politics. Much of the fighting in Mexico for a century
was to separate church and state.
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As a.result of various concessions made by the Pope to
the Kings of Spain, the RomanCatholic Church became, in
effect, the Spanish National Church. No otheF church was
tolerated. Political dissent was. not treated' as merely a
political matter, but also as a religious matter. Hidalgo-
and Morelos, two priests who led the early independence move-
ment, were both excommunicated. They were not excommunicated
because of their religious ideas. They were excommunicated
because they dared to lead a movement to free Mexico from
Spanish rule.

Then the church in Mexico reversed itself. When it
looked as if their privileges would be taken away under a
new Spanish government, they helped plan the revolution of
1821 that brought independence to Spain. But the church
support for independence was not to separate church and

'state; it was mainly so the clergy could keep their many
special privileges--land, incoiae, trial by canon law,
censorship-of thought, control of education.

When independence came to Mexico in 1821, the church
was strong in two ways, It was wealthy, and it could
finance armies and men to support it. It also had the .

greatest amount of experience inPkdministration.(

For the first quarter icefitury the Conservative Party
in Mexico was mostly -in control of the government. The
conservatives were lea'hy the'clergy. Finally the Liberal
Party under the leadership of Benito Juarez won. The party.
made a new Constitution of 1857. A series of laws were
passed which permitted freedom of religion, made tites
voluntary, took away the right of trial,by clergy in Criminal
cases, and provided for the sale of church lands.

The clergy helped lead a rebellion. They even helped's,
bring in a'foreign prince, Maximilian, as emperor. Then
they turned against Maximilian when he tried to keep some
of the reforms of Juarez,

After the death of Juarez tn laik, the church helped
to bring in Diaz as President. 100f4, ecame dictator of
Mexico. "pit he rewarded the church for its help by
letting it resume many of its old privileges.: In turn;
the church helped maintain the social order in Mexico in
favor of the few.

210 _2k/hen the Revolution of 1910 began, the people were not
against the church, But the church sided with the old
politicians and tried to keep the revolution from being
successful. As a result, the Cdnstitution of 1917 was very
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anti-church in its provisions. The Constitution of 1917:

Prohibited any chiarch to run primary schools;
Made primary instruction secular. (Art. 3)
Forbade monastic orders. (Art. 5)
Provided for religious liberty, but.required

people to practice their faith in'their
home or public places of worship. (Art. 24)

Made all church property national. property.
Took away charities from church supervision.
Took away the right of churches to own real

estate or make loans.' (art. 27)
Gave state legislatures the right to limit the

number of ministers of any creed.
Required ministers to be Mexicans by birth.
Prohibited ministers from voting or holding

public office.
Forbade ministers. to criticize the government.

(Art. 130)
Forbade political assemblies in churches.
Prohibited religious publications from commenting

on political matters.: (Art'. 130)
Required a license from the goirernment to dedicate

a new church building. (Art. 130)
Prohibited ministers from inheritances from

individuals -with whom they were ,not related.
(Art. 130)

These provisions were an extension of the anti-clerical
provisions of the Constitution of 1857. The provisions,of
the Constitution of 1857 were to get the church out of
politics. They had not worked: The provisions of the
Constitution of 1917 put the church under the state.

Many of the provisions of the-Constitution of 1917
were not carried out at first. For,example, the government
did not have enough teachers for secular schools so the
church continued to run primary schSols and teach religion.
There were not anoug4 native Mexican priests so many priests
of foreign birth continued to work in the country.

But many of the clergy continued to be outspoken against
the revolution. They were not only against the government's
religious policies. They were against the government's -

policy of land reform. They were against the government
forming labor unions.

Then in 1926 the Archbishop of Mexico formally attacked,
the Constitution of 1917. The government tinder President
Callas forcedAhe priests to register and deported foreign
priests. The church instructed the priests not to have
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services rather Char register. The priests went on strike.
All religious seriftfts stopped on -July 26, 1926.. (Except at
the'Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe.) It was not until
June 20, 1929 that the churches were reopened after a
compromise was made which had the Pope's blessing.

This period was also accompanied by organized attacks
against the goverameht. Trains were-attacked and burned,
schools destroyed, and teachers shot. By 1927, however,
the Cristero Rebellion, as it is called, was cruslied.

The Roman Catholic Church in Mexico no longer has the
political influence that it had in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century. But it appears to have maintained a
firm place in the life of Mexico. Only a small proportion .

of the population, however, are practicing CatholiCs--
probably about 15 per cent.

United States

to the colonial period, the church hada big political
influence in two plices--Massachusetts Bay and in Plymouth.
Th4 influence of tit church was just as great aswas ever
found in Mexico. Here, for a short periods there existed
What axunted to a theocracy, The only people that were
Permitted to participate in the government were members
of the Puritan Church. Ministers exercised Influence in
civil as well asIreligious affairs, Massachusetts Bay was;
in particular, noted for an intolerance that matched' the

"Catholic attitude toward Protestahts (See vlf&ligious'In-
tolerance). In 1684 Massachusetts Bay lo4V its charter and
was later issued a new charteras a,royal colony;

Another place where the church and government was very
much the same was in Utah. Here the Church of JesusChrist
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon) had begun a separate state'
when the area was part of Mexico. It was ca/led Deseret.
This is a -word from the Book of Mormon which means honeybee.
It signified industry. And the hardworking Mormons developed
the country very rapidly. Likethe New Englanders of the
seventeenticentury, the Mormons lived mainly in towns.
From the towns they went out to-work'their outlaying farms.
Living in towns together made it easier to follow their
religious ideas and- to educate their children. Mormonism
has made Utah a state different'in many ways from other
western statep, At first, there was no difference in the -

political government and in the religious government. Even I

after Utah became a territory ar4,,a state, Mormonism con-
.

tinued to bevery important in the area. Most of the people
belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
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The role that the clergy in Mexico filled in bringing
apoui independence in the British colonies was played by
lhwyers. The early efforts of the new states to separate
church and state were reaffirmed in the Bill of Rig4ts to
the national Conititution of 1787, The American clergy
had playedeno 'dominant political role for or against
indepeddence. The churches had no privileges to protect;'
except the right to worship without interference. Con-
sequently, the political development of the United States .

in the nineteenth century was not marred by the religious
controversy that-kept Mexico in Upheaval for over a century.
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Reliaion in Mexico and the United_States Today

Section Organizer

Mexico and the United States are both Christian
countries. Mexico is mainly Roman Catholic. in. faith.
Ninety-eight per cent of the population,gre Catholic but
only about fifteen per cent are, active ghurch members. Some
Indian influence can be seen in the praaice of the Catholic
religion in Mexico, especially in the country 4;r1 in Indian-4
speaking areas.

The church and government have gotten along much better
in Mexico since World Waf II than befoke. The government
has grown stronger while religion is not as important to
many people as itonce was.

Feist days and religious celebratione'are still celebrat-
ed in Mexico. These even make life in Mexico different.
from life in the Unit Slat

.

in the United States; Most-peopl.s claim to believe in
some religion: Many different churches exist in this
country. 4Most.peopIe are Protettants although the- Catholic

largest
.,.

Church is the argest singlidenomination.

Court decisions regarding the separation of church 4nd
state have liMited the practice of religion in the public
schools. 40-

Secularism is evident -in- the- United States. Many
pAople use,weekendt for recreation or for shopping and do
not attend church. 'In contrast, the number of churches
and amount of financial'support for churches is increasing..

--Church belief in the United States tends to be more
fundamental and evangelical :than rational. 'These funda-
mental beliefs have slowed scientific thought in the public.
schools. Evolution, for_example, is seldom taught below
the college, level because it's explanation of origin of

0,___species is different film the explanation of creation given
--in the Bible.

Chutches still tend to be unofficially segregated
according to race in the- United -States. This is probably
because a church is part of the-culture and desegregation
is limited in our culture.

. .

There are -still religious prejudices /in the country
although this may be,lessening.in some respects,
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Religion in Mexico and the United States Today
f

Mexico'and the United States are both Christian
countries. Mexico remains strongly Roman Catholic in faith.
Nine eight per cent, of the population are Catholic in name.
Ho r, it is said that only about one-eighth of the
pop tion are actually practicing church members. This is
als 4 problem in the United States and throughout the world.

fIn northern Mexico Spanish influence is greatest. Here
andFan the large cities orthodox Mexican Catholicism is
found. In the country .areas and mainly-Indian speaking
areas, there are many evidences of Indian influence.

Since World War II, the church and government have
gotten along much better in Mexico than after the Revolution.
Both church officials and government officials are more
'moderate in their attitude. Three reasons help to explain
this.

7,
As the years have palmed, the national government in

Mexico. hat become stronger. The Revolution is over half a
century old. Old enemies have died and old fights forgotten.
The church and the\government are both trying to confront
the problems of "'a new society The consolidation of the
power of the:government has made it possible for the state
to'be-mOre%olerant of the church as'an organized institution.
'the:government no. longer feels threatened by the strength
of the churcii

. There also has beeqa change ,in the way the church gets
its support. During the -nineteenth century, the church .

became in the minds of the people a part of the small
.haciendadv-industrial class. It.was dependent upon that
class for financial support. Now there is a growing middle
class. The 'church gets support from more people. It no
-longer has to depend upon a small, wealthy class to. get
support.

. .

was staffed largely by foreign priests. 'These priests
were often conscientious,butthey did not look at things
the same 'way Mexicans did. Expulsioi of the foreign priests
gave Mexicans a chance to control the church in Mexico. The.
church could be Catholic in thought and form but Mexican in
the way it looked at the life of th pepple.

A third reason is that the change in church personnel
has made the Cathatc Church in Mexico more Mexican in its
'orientation. Even dfter. the Revolution, the Catholic Church.
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Another thing came about throughout LAtin America
that became of'general concern to the Roman Catholic Church.
This was the .expansion of Communism. _Communism is usually
anti-religious. The Mexican government was anti-clerical,
that is, against the political interference of the clergy.
But it was not anti-religious or anti-Catholic. The
Catholic Church therefore thought it was better to use its
energies against Communism%than against the Mexican govern-
ment. Many of the social reform objectives of the Mexican
government also came to be-part of the social reform. approved
of by the Vatican.

In this respect, it might be said that both political
and religious matters Mexico has grown up. It took over a
century for Mexico to find a political system which. would.
work in a democratic fashion for the country. To do thiS
it also had to break off the churchpractices which suited
a Medieval but not a modern state.

Perhaps the wain reasons for a more moderate relationship
between church and statem Mexico is that religion is not as
important as it once was. Mexico now sharet in a scientific,
technological society. The modern Mexican feels, as
in other countries, that he is in control of the forces of
nature. He no longer feels subject to them. And thus he
may feel that religion is lest important.

In Mexico, the mass of people are still faithful to
their feast days and celebrations. The faithful still
parade their saints and observe customary practices. These-. .

traditional religious observances make life in Mexico
different from the United States. But these old practices
have little affect on the building of a modern, industrial
state. The political leaders.of todap are not concerned
with religious advice. They belong., as administrators in
other countries, to the new generation of technocrats.:
they take their guidance from-production figures, not from
the clergy. But in this way Mexico is no different from the
United States. .1

In the United States, a majority of the people are
affiliated with some church group; According, to claims o
ChuFch membership, the largest de tinations in the U ed
States are: ,.

I
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Roman Catholic' Church 48,215,000
,11,628,060;
'10,672,00

5,500,000'

Southern Baptist Convention
United Methodist Church.

'National_Baptiqt Convention,
U.S.A., Inc:

Jewish Congregations 5;070,000
Lutheran Church in America 3,106,844
Episcopal Chuich 3,286,000
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 2,789,1'000
National Baptist Convention of America 2,689,000.
American Lutheran Church 2,544,000 ,

Churches of Christ 2,400,000'
United Presbyterian Church) U.S.A. 3- 3,00,000
Church'of Jesus Christ of Latter-de' '

Saints ' 2,073,000

Altogether, the Baptists number over 25 million, but there
are some 18 different Baptist associations, some with less
than a hundred thousand members.,

;

Americans pride themselves on their religious _tolerance.
Judge4Eagainst other countrietthe various Sects in the
Unite States have been relatively tolerant. Outbreaks of
Anti-Semitidm and anti-Catholicism, Voweveri- somtimes do .

occur.

The bas ic American principle of separation of c)narch
#"- and state has been strengthened by Supreme Court decisions

dealing with rbligion and the schools. A state may not
compel.a child to-attend a public school if his parents
wish,8o;send him to a parochial school. However, religious

.

ii*O4uction may not be given in-a public school. During the
re"4, adhoaday, released time may be given, for a child to

receive religiouinstruction outside school.

dne.of the traditional parts of opening school
exercises has been the flag salute, Bible reading, and
saying the Lord's Prayer. Some pebpl believe that the flag
salute is a violation ofreligicius-conscience. a
case, as with Jehovah's Witnesses, Children may not be,
required -to salute the flag as a"condition of school I

attendance. Nor can Bible reading or prayers be made a part
of school'exercises:. This latter prohibition is often - "k
ignored where most people believe there ougheto be Bible
reading and prayer in -thit'scholi.

'
There is an increase in secularisM in the United Statest

People like to dnjoy.themselves on the Wdekends. Theie
to be a dedrease in religious emphasis. Many stores

.
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are open that once were closed on Sundays. Church atten='
dance that once was supposed to set Sunday apart from
other days in the week is said to be falling off. Yet at
the same time the number of churches and the amount of
financial support for churches' grows. On the whole, church
membership is taken seriously in the United State& compared
to other countries. Public recognition of the importance
of religion is in the Pledge of Allegiance, which now
includes the phrase "one nation, under God."

Church belief in the United States tends to be orthodox
and fundamental. Unitarianism in the philosophic rational-
ism of Deism in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
did not have much appeal. Evangelicalism had a much greater
appeal. The Protestant churches that grew largein member-
ship had more emphasis bn conversion than on theological -

ideas. In the twentieth century, the movement toward
Modernism was met by a strong counter movement of Funda-
mentalism. In the twentieth century Protestant churches
which have grown the most tend to be more Fundamental than
Modern in their outlook. Probably a majority of Protestants
still believe in the literal interpretation of the Bible.
One result is seen,in science teaching in the public schools.
At one-time it was .against the law in.some states to teach
the principles of evolution. A century-has passed since the
publication'of Darwin's Ori in of the S ecies. Students in
American schools rarely stu y evolution until. the college
level. One reason is that the ekplanation'.of origin of
species by evolution is different from the explanation of
creation given in the Bible. Religious views of people in
the United States do serve, to check what may be taught as
scientific thought in the public schools.

01,

^ :

Many distinguished church men are leaders in social
reform. But a church is a part of the culture. When-this
is kept in mind, it is easy to understand why it has. been
difficult for churches to desegregate; especially where
they have a congregational emphasis. Even after American
churches have been officially desegregated, many haire
maintained their separate Negro and white churches. This
is because the members keep their, old ways.

At one time, it was easy to excite Protestants by
talking about the Pope taking oirer the country. Anti-
Catholicism is not at strong as .it once'was. There still
continues to be aiiirong Anti-Semiti feeling. To combat
prejudice, ethnic as well as religious,-the,Jewish com-'
munity maintains a large educational organization., This, is
the Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai B'rith.

Critics of religion in the United States sometimes
.ecptess the view that pepple who belong to churches don't
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'seem to be better than those who do not belong #Q achufch.
In reply it is said that being a m.rber of a church does
not gUarantee perfection. It is a recognition that people
need God's help to live better.

People in the United States may be more irenic in their
approach to religion. The term wirenicw refers to the fact
that people look for good in other religions. When people
feel strongly that only their owe church is the only church,
they. are often intolerant of other religions. Some willing-
ness to compromise and :-see good in different religions seers
necessary to religioustolerance. A good example of the
irenic spirit is the Second Vatican Council which met in the
early 1960s. It tried to make the Catholic Church more
reiated to modern conditions. One good result'has been a
more relaxed attitude toward Protestants, and Protestants.
toward Catholics. While Catholics ad not give -up any (:)±
their religious principles, the idea that Protestants are
heretics was modified. This had helped foster better feelings

/between members of these two great wings of the Christian
/church.

Religion still continues to exert a great influence in
the lives of people of the United` States. Religion is an
important part of the culture. In addition to- regular church
membershipo-popular evangelists often have a great following.
One of the most popular ones in the United States today is
Billy Graham.

1
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Chapter VI

LAND TENUkE, LABOR., AND INCOME IN MEXICO AND
THE UNITED STATES

Chapter Organizer

Land tenure refers to the ownership and control of land.
In the Indian period, Indians owned land 'collectively as a
tribal group. But the rights of individuals to use land was

.inherited. This old approach to land tenure is used in modern
Mexico under the ejido system.

Diffeient ways of using land developed in Mexiqo and the
. United States during the Colonial Period. In Mexico, the

Spanish favored giving much land, both under the endomienda
and hacienda systems, to a few large landholders. Two things
helped the Spanish graft their systeMs on to Mexico - a:large
Indian farming population, and, the Indian custom pf required.

.work. Land and labor policy in Mexico favored the development
of a small, wealthy class and a very large class of poor
workers. This policy did not change until after the Revolution
of 1910.

,In the United States, in contrast, small amounts of land
were sold to many farmers., The family'farm was the usual farm.
In the South, there were large plantations worked by slaves.
gut even here family farms greatly outnumbered plantations.
Aftei Independence, the government sold land and small farms
at a cheap price, Finally, land was give.; away to people who
would settle, or make a homestead, on it. This policy helped
to distribute °wealth and create a large middle class in the
United States.

Durin the Colonial.Period, there was slavery in both
Mexico and the United States. But the presence of a large,
Indian working force did not require Mexicans to bring in
large numbers of Africans as slaves. Slavery never became
economically important in Mexico. The small Negro population
has become part of the total Mexican population. 'Mexican
slaves were freed in 1829.

In the United States slavery became very important in the
economy and became an important political issue. . The Civil
War of the United States was fought over differerices that
largely grew out of slavery. Slaves in.

U
the southern.states

were made free by the war. Today, the Negro in the United
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States continues to be an important political force 4a well
as a separate ethnic group.

In the twentieth century, the size of, farms in Mexico
have become smaller. The size of farms in the United States
have grown larger. At the end of the Diaz regime in 1911,
almost all of the'farm workers of Mexico were landless. The
jack of land was a major reason why the farmers supported the
Revolution of 1910. As-a result of the Revolution, Mexico
began a systeM of buying land from the large landowners and
distributing it in small lots to farmers. In the ejido
systeth, title to the land is held by the government. The
right to Use the land may bean individual right in a:
family. Or it,may be a collective right in a village.
Inheritance of the right to use land has Made the, size of
Mexican farms grow smaller.

In the United States, on the other hand, the size of
farms has grown larger.' Most farms in the United States are
big farms. They use' much Machinery,fertilizer, and insect-
icides to produce a large.surplus. As a result, only a very
small part of the labor force Of theanited States is employed
in'agridulture. Most workers in Mexico still work on the
farm.

Industrialization began much earlier in the United States
than in Mexico. As a result, incomes and the ,taxable wealth
to suppoft goods and services is much higher today in the
United States than in Mexico. But both countries went through
similar periods of 'treating labor badly--low wages, lack of
labor benefits, and lack= of labor organization'Although the
industrial development of the United States was much ahead of
Mexico, the United. States did .not attempt to, pass laws to help
workers until the depression years of the 19,30s. The socially
minded government .Df Mekico, under the Constitution of 1917,
has been trying to` help its workers. Compared to the United
States, a small part of the labor force of Mexico works in
industry. However, there are some areas of"Mexico which are
highly, industrialized, Such' as Mexico City.

Latifundiimo.is a term which is often applied to economic
systems "in which the many are exploited by,the few. It is
typically found in countries where a small'clasi.bontrols %.

almost all the land and there is a large landless class.
Mexico was a Classic example of latifundismo during theDiaz
regime. But the'term can also be applied to an attitude of
mind which looks down on useful work and thinks the 4overnment
,should support, the wealthy. In this sense latifundfamo is
also found in modern Mexico and the United States. .But labor
in both Mexico and the United States enjoys privileges which
were unheard of in the nineteenth century, such as higher wages.
and social security benefits.
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Revolution in sovernment and modernization in
agriculture and industry.beve brought many changes in the

. systems of land tenure and-Alabot in Maxisco.and-the United
States. As industrialization increases, the. more the
economic system of Mexico. will become like the'economic
system of the United States. Contrasts between Mexico and
the United States in economic ways will be less marked.
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Chapter VI

LAND TENURE, LABOR, AND INCOME IN MEXICO AND
THE UNITED STATES

For most of. their histories, Mexico and the United
' States were agricultural countries. Today, 35 percent

of the Mexican labor force is employed in agriculture
compared to'5 percent in the United States.

The united States industrialized more rapidly than
Mexibo and workers have higher incomes in the United States
than in Mexico. The English heritage of the United States
contributed to this early industrialization.

Mexico is industrializing more slowly than the United
States and workers have lower incomes in that country that
in the United States. The agricultural heritage of Mexic,
comes from its Aztec heritage as well as from its Spanish
heritage.

Land Tenure and Labor Before European_Coatact

Land tenure refers to ownership and control of the land.
-There- are several types of land tenure; public or private,
individual Dr collective, family farm or large estate. The
type of land tenure influences the system .of agricultural
labor.

Before European settlement, most New World land was
collectively owned by a tribe and.by groups within the tribe:
In Mexico, several powerful tribes controlled large parts of
the country. The Aztecs were the most poWerful and controlled
the most land. The Aztecs also controlled many other tribes.,
Perhaps three million Indians were under Aztec contrdrat the
time of Spanish Conquest.

In the Eastern Woodlands of the United States, there'
were many small tribes. ,There was no large and powerful
tribe that controlled large areas of land and other tribes.
The economy was primarily-village gardening*co ined with
hunting". Hunting lands,as with the Iroquois o :New York,
were owned, by the tribe. Cultivated lands were owned by
.the oldest Woman in,each family. When she died, the oldest
living woman ix the family inherieed the land.,.

1;,2'

12-8



Prior to European contact, the right to use land in
Mexico and the United States was in the various Indian tribes.
Land tenure was collective, rather than individual.

In Mexico, the Aztecs controlled large areas of land.
In the eastern part of the United States, the land was con-
trolled by many small tribes.

Aztecs and Eastern Woodland Indians grew crops. The
Aztecs had an intensive agriculture system. They farmed
their lands very carefully and in some places had irrigated
fields. A special kind of island irrigation--called
chinampaswas found near the capital city in the lake. This
intensive agriculture supported a large population.

The Eastern Woodland Indians combined gardening with
hunting. The women were the gardeners, This hunting- '

gardening economy did not support a large population.

.Title'to Aztec land was in the tribe. Each calpulli, or
group within the tribe, managed its own land. Managers,
called piiii, supervised the farm laborers, called macehuales.
There were two types of Aztec farm land Tribute land was
used to grow crops to support chiefs and priests. Tribute
land was worked by slaves and,maaehuales. The tribute system
supported an upper class that did' no manual work.

But every family had the right to use land and there Were
no large landowners. The right to use land passed from father
to son within families. There was no landless class. Milpa
is 'the.word usually used to refer to the small fields the
Indians clearid and used for their own crops.

.

. The division} of labor was different for-Aztec and Eastern
. Woodland inclians.: Division of labor is the system in which
pecpie do different jobs. The Aztecs had many different jobs.
They-,speekalized in their work. Some men farmed while others
orka at: ji6Jas in villages and cities.

The!._Eastern Woodland Indians had a division of labor based
P -Men hunteoPand fished;. women raised the crops. As a
vepalt4):the:right to- use land for gardens was in the women.

use_the'land for gardens passed to the eldest
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Differences in division of labor and size of Indian
population in Mexico and the United Spates influenced the
development of the areas under the Spanish and English. In
Mexico, where the men were farmers, the Spanish found it .

easier to keep the Indians working as farmers. The macehuale
often merely changed an Indian *master fqr a Spanish master.
The Spanish encomienda, repartimiento, and hacienda systems-
were based on Indian land tenure and division of labor.

In the United States, the English could not force the
Indian men to work as farmers. They ran away deeper into the
woods. -Two things were related to the refusal of the Indians
to work as farmers. Except in the southern colonies, the-
farms.tended to be small. -A man could only farm with thd
labor of himself and his family. Tofill the labor shortage,
two types of laborers were brought in--indentured workers
from England and slaves from Africa.

In contrast to the garden-hunting economy difthe eastern
woodlands, intensive agriculture was practiced in Mexico.
Thi, provided a surplus of food and supporteda. large

elation. In the Valley of Mexico, which is about 40 miles
a oss, there were,about two million Indians, more than in
the entire United States at the'time of European-contact.
This large population was made possible by the organized
system of agricultural production usedby the Aztecs.

The Aztec tribe, overlords*of Mexico, directly controlled
most of Central Mexico at the time of Spanish contact.* The
tribe consisted of twenty calpulli, or clans.. In theory, the
tribe owned all of-the land, but in practice each calpulli
had its own land and twn property. Calpulli land wag .

further divided _into -Gamily plotA7-called-mitpa. . The
irrigated niiipa and lakes system for valley transportation,
together with peace and political Stability, contributed to
the large:population of the Valley of Mexico.

Land uSe was controlled by pilli, land managers and
coordinators, Farmworkers who did the actual farm work were
known as macehualei.

-Catpulli land was divided into two types: tribute and
milpa. Tribute is a payment made by a people to a ruler to
show their submission. Crops raised on tribute land were
giVen to calpulli and other tribal chiefs. A milpa was a
plot of land which a family had a right to use, but title
remained in the tribe, not in the family. Right to us.,a
milpa passed from father to son. If there were no sons to

, inherit the use right, or if the land was not cultivated
within a two-year period, the chiefs of the calpulli would
reassign the use of the land to another family. Under this
system, no family lacked land to farm and there were no large
landowners. ElItthe tribute system supported an upper class
who did no manual work. 1'30
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In addition to the macehualee, the Aztec labor force
included slaves. These slaves were descendants of commoners
of conquered tribes. They could be forced to do any kind
of work their Aztec masters demaptd. They paid no tribute
and could be sold as property.

There was also,an important difference in division of
labor as well as land tenure between Mexican Indians and

. Eastern Woodland Indians. Division of labor is a System in
which different people do different jobs. One person does
not do everything. The Indians of Mexico had a higher level
of technology than the Eastern WoodlandIndians of the United
States and they had a different type of division of labor.
Mexican Indians specialized in their work. Some were farmers.

Others worked in the villages and towns. They did not
specialize on the basis of sex. Both men and women could
be farmers or could work in towns. In the less developed
economy of the Eastern Woodland Indians, there was a simple
division of labor based on sex. The men were the hunters
and fishermen; the women raised the crops.

The division of labor and land use systems of the
Indians greatly influenced the English deve
United States_andt ve opment,of Mexico. In
MexiCo, the Indian division of labor and the tribal land
tenure system was easily used by the Spanish to establish
their own Systems. The encomienda, repartimiento, and the
hacienda systems were based pn the Indian systems of.land
tenure and divisions of labor.

0.011

In the United Staten, the Indian men did pot have a
tradition of farmwork. This unwillingness.to Work on the
English farms, together with the scarcity of Indian labor,
made the creation of large estates impossible. It also led
to the use of indenture and African slavery to solve the
laboi problem.

s'
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Land Tenuee and tabor in Mexico
in the Colonial Period

p

Section Organizer

The first system of land tenure and labor that the
Spanish introduced into Mexico was the encomienda. It was
a system of large estates of land and Indian labor.
Encomiendae were granted to Spaniards. -The holder of an
encomienda was called an encomendero. The encomendero .

collected tribute and used 'Indians for labor without piying
them. In, return, the encomendero was supposed to protect,
educate, and Christianize the Indians. The encomienda was
also a system of indirect rule. Indian chiefs served'he
encomendero. They were left in power as long as they berved
the Spanish. Indians were not free to leave theirencomienda.

This system was possible because the Indians of Mexico.
were used to farming and to paying tribute. The macehuales
continued to obey their Indian chiefs

The encomienda did not contribute to the economic
development of Mexico. Much land was not put into
production. It led to overwork and cruelty to the Indians.
Encomenderos. became too independent of the authority of the
king. _

The repartimiento gradually limited the exploitationof
Indian labor on the encomienda. The repartimiento was a
system of forced but limited Indian labor system for pay.
In length of time, the repartimiento was first limited to
one week a year. In purpose, it was limited to public
works. And the Indians were supposed to be paid for their
work. But as usual with Indian labor, the repartidiento -

was abused. The Spanish in Mexico ignored the laws. They
worked the Indians for longer than the legal time, used them
for private-workl and often did not pay them. But the
repartimiento was an improvement on the uncontrolled right-
of an encomendero to use Indians ashe wished. By the end
of the Colonial Period, debt peonage and free labor
almost replaced the repdrtimiento.

The hacienda system of land tenure became widespread
after 1542. The New Laws of 1542 prohibited mention of
Indians or Indian labor in land grants or wills. The New
Laws also included provisions for Indian welfare.

Through debt peonage the Indians soon found themselves
bound to the haciendas much as they had been to the encomiendas.
The Indian workers, or peons, purchased their supplies from
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the hacienda stores and soon went into debt. They were
required to work until their debts were paid off. Most peonS
seemed to get deeper in debt rather than out of debt.

The largest haciendado in Mexico was not a "private
individual: It was the Roman Catholic Church. Half of the
land in Mexico was owned by the Church in 1810 when the War.
of Independence began.

The lan,d ownership systems of colonial Mexico concen-
trated wealth. They created a small, wealthy class of
landowners an a'.large poor class of landless peons. These
class,differences affect MexiCoeven today.

Slavery' played a relatively small part in the development
of Mexico. Some Indians were enslaved and small numbers of
Negroes were brought into the country as slaves. Slaves
never had an important influence on the economic system of
the.cOuntry. Nor did African slaves become a large part of
the population.

Free wage labor is_the freedom to find a job that pays
cash for work: Free wage labor was introduced into Mexico
because mining and ore processing required skilled labor.
Wages had to be paid to keep workers at the mines when they
had finished their legal work period under the repartimiento
Wage labor spread from the mines to other jobs in Mexico.

Throughout the Colbnial Period, most workers were in
agriculture. There were &few skilled workers in the towns,
mostly organized in a guild or craft system. Indians were
rarely able to rise higher than a skilled worker. Cotton
and woolen textile manufacturing was important in colonial
Mexico. Working conditions, however, were often worse than
in agriculture. When Independence-came to Mexico, most of
the labor force was tied to the haciendas through debt
peonage.
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Land Tenure and Labor _ ire Mexico
in the Colonial._ Period .

' In colonial $exico, agriculture was thd most important
part of the eco . Three ways of: using Indian labor over-
lapped in colonial 4xico. The first was the encomienda,
a large estate syst m in which the-Indians were bound to'the
land.. The second was the hacienda,,a large .estate. The
development of debt peonage eventually bound Indians to the.
land as firmly as they had been under the e*coplienda. The
.2;epartimiento was a system of forced labor. Legally it was
applied to private gains Indian slavery was finally outlaiged
in Mexico, and Africqn slavery was never an important p.Irt of
the economy. By.the end of the Colonial Period, free-wage
labor in the cities and mines was Common. 'Debt peonage
bound the labor force to the hacienda: industrial labor,
except in textiles, was not important'during the Colonial
Period. And here it was of the forced type.' The land tenure
and labor system of colonial Mexico had 'not contributed to
.the economic developm4nt,of the*country. It had largely
helped develop a small, wealthy class.

Encomienda.

The encomienda-system of land use was introduced
into New Spain by.Cortezas,a means to reward his,
soldiers: The orders from the emperor prohibiting the use
of the encomienda cane too late, and thig land -labor system
became an important part of the political-economic organiza-.
tion in New Spain in the sixteenth century. As early as 1542,
the King of Spain tried to limit inheritance of encomienda
rights and to prevent abuse of the Indians. The encomienda
system gradually died out and ended shortly after 1800.
Independence, and the lack.of heirs, rather than the efforts
of the Spanish kings, brought an end to the system.

Spaniards who received encomienda grants were called
encomenderos. The encomenderowas supposed to maintain
order in his area and protect, educate, and Christianize
the Indians.. In turn, the encomendero had the right to
collect tribute an use the labor of the Indians. The
Ifidians became serfs on the encomienda because they were
not free to leave to work somewhere else. The Indians were
not slaves because theycould not be sold.
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The encomienda system was possible because there was a '

xge class of settled Indian farmers. The major change
brought about by the encomienda was the change in land right
and tribute payment. In theory, the land belonged to the
Spanish crown,and the encomendero received tribute instead
of tribute going to the king. This changed the distribution
of wealth. Instead of tribute going to the Aztec calpulli
chiefs, the money payment went to the'Spanish. The Spanish
upper class thus replaced the Aztec upper class, btt the
basis was still Indian labor. The 'encomienda system did not
change some parts of the Indian culture. The Indians
continued to live in their villages, farm their, milpas
and pay tribute. Indian lower chiefs kept their authority
over the macehuales as long as they obeyed the Spanish.

Some of the.encomiendas were/very large. That of Cortez,
the Marquesado del Valle, wasthe largest. In area it,.
measured 22,000 square miles, an area larger than the States
of New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland. In this area there
were twenty-two towns and an Indian population of over
200,000. Even a small tribute from each Indian on the
large encomiendai made the encomenderos quite wealthy. The
encomienda helped create a class of nonproductive people
who lived off the.abor of the Indians and gave nothing in
return to work or leadership.

There were threemain problems with the encomienda.
As an economic systeth,,it did not encourage. developthent of
the country. Many encomendeivs died not. care if all of the'
land was fully used. Their status and prestige came fr6m
owning the.land rather than from developing it. As a social
system, the encomienda led to overwork and cruelty to the

Indians. In time, many of the worst aspects. of the system
were corrected' Encomenderoa realized that.live Indians
who could work were more proable than dead Indians. As
a political system, the encomienda was too independent of
the autho;ity of the kifig. Encomenderos often ignored the
king's orders and acted very much like kings themselves.
As a result, the king 44d not like the system.

One of the Catholic religious orders, the Dominican's;
did not like it either. Another order, the Franciscans,
Supported-the encomienda because-they felt that it was a
good way of using Indian labor and protecting the Indians.

The periodic proteitsof the Indians about'ha'rd work,
food scarcity,. and high prices and the claims in the Indian '

Cakurt showed that the, Indians'wore not satisfied with thel

system. There were also occasional Indian uprisings, but/
remarkably few considering. the conditions of forced labor.
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gepartimiento.

./n time, the repartimiento,.a system of short-term
forced labor, restricted the labor ibpses of the encomienda.
"The, encomienda often requiredfu.11.-time.work from the Indians'
and did not pay them a wage. Under the repartimiento the.
Indialgs were guaranteed a wage for their work, although in
parctice many were never paid.

i

1

/
,

.

At first, the Indians were required to.work only 4e
week a yearon public works. They built harbors, dug 4.nes,
constructed churches and built houses in towns and ditties.
The law was later anged to requ,ire the Indians to wok .

from two to thre w eks a year. This increage in gequ red
work was partly result of the.decline in the7Indianilabor

I
supply. By 1600 Indians were forced to work even lOger.
ithan the legal t me period. In 1670,. the Indian popAlation
had declined to a low of less f.han two million. War,
forced work, and diseasehad takena deadly toll.

In 1609 new laws were passlimitinq the repartimiento
to public works. This law was enacted bedause the .

repartimiento had been extended to,,private lands. Attempts
to strictly enforce these laws weredftewignored by the
Spaniaids who supervised Indian,labor. Throughout the
Colonial Period, private land owne6force'd Indians to'
buiid private homes and fences and to fiarliest private crops.

Hacienda andedebt peonage.

Theienda, a.large privately owndeestate, gradually
,replaced the encomienda as themajor system'of land tenure.
A hacienda did"not include any rights to:unpaid Indian labor,
nor could the haciendado (owner) collect tribute.

The hacienda system became widespreadafter the New
.Laws of:1542. They stated.thatno land grants or wills .

could" Mention Indians or Indian labor in any way eThe laws
also limited the distance an Indian.could be required to
carry goods.- There were almost no roads in New Spain and
most goods were'carried on Vie backs ,of Indians. The laws
also prohibited taking Indians from 'the cool plateaus to
the tropical coastlands to work. Such transfer of labor
of en 'resulted in sickness and death. .

Despite the new Jaws and the new laild'tenure system;
the. Indian soon found himgelf.bound to the hacienda as he
had been to the enComi'enda. , This came about throggh.the
system of debt peonage. A Peon is a worker .who does `not own
land. A debt is something.tbat is owed to someone. It was.
easy for the -gam to get into Aebt. The haciendado made it
easy for him to get things on.credit from the hacienda store.
To .get these things, the peon" signed a contract. It was
Issigned by both artier, although the peon generally signed
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with an X because he could nat read or write:' -The-contract
permitted the agciendado to require the Indian to work for 4
him until the debt was paid off. ,The 12acienc6do-kept
th records of 4e .costs of goods and of the payments the

"peon had made. The peon kept getting ngs from the store.
His debts were never paid off and the n was continually
in bondage to work.

The private haciendadcis were not the only large land
owners in' Mexico. The largest haciendado was the, Roman ,

Catholic Church. It owned at least half the /and in Mexico'
when the War.of Independence began in 1810. It had received
grants of land from the King as well as grants of Indian
labdr'to build churches,houses, schools, hospitals,
monasteries, and convents.. One Catholic order awned
haciendas which stretched from Mexico City to Tampico, a
distance of more than 400 miles.

The land ownership System of the Colonial Period,
consisting of a very small but wealthy class of landowners
and a very large but poor class -of ;landless peons, has
affected the development ofiMexicc'even in modern times. At
the beginning-of the colonil Period, Indian villages had
their own lands,- and the r dians-could work some lands for
themselves. The land ref rms of the nineteenth century
m. ade them.a landless cla s.

Slavery.
4

There was two types of slavery_in New Spain -- Indianw
and Negro . Legally, the only Indians who could be made ---
slaves were those who rebelled against the Spanish. In
the ear y -4ys, this led to conquests which were no.more
than-slave-expeditions. The Spanish provoked the Indians
into rebelling so they could enslave them. Eventually,
Indian slavery was 'completely abolished.

'

Negro slaves were brought to New-Spain'almost from the
time of.Conquest. The number was never very large because
millions-of Indiah laborers were available. In the sixteenth
century, more than 60,000 Negro slaves were imported. During
the. entire Colonial' Period, from 1519 to 1810, soMd.250,000 .

were brought in. Negro slavery never had an important affect
on the economic system of Mexico and never became a very

; largpt-t of the population as it became in the- United
Statdb. By the end of the Cabnial Period, Negro slavery

.

was no_longer economically important inTexico, although it
was 1829 before slavery was leg4ly'abolished.

.) V

Free wage labor.
c

Free wage labor is a system in which laborers are free
.to seek jobs where they can find them and be paid cash for
their work. Outside the towns, free wage labor first developed
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in the mines. Mexico has the richest.silver mines in the
world. A first the mines were' worked with repartimiento

-Ilabor. ut mining and' processing required skilled.rather thna
unskilled.lakior. Wage payments began to be made to keep workers
at the mines when thex had finished their_legal work period, and
a system of wage labor developed. Wage labor was later intro-
duced into the sugar,Mills, and it became common in the cities.

By the end of the colpnial Period, friee labor and debt
peonage had almost completely replaced theirepartimianto.

Non - agricultural labor. ,

..

This kind of labor is not done in agriculture. It did
not make .-up a very-large,part of the labor force during the
colonial Peziod. Until 1960, most Mexican workers were agri-
cultural workers. As with other colonial Powers of the period,
$paindid not encdurage manufacturing in the colonies. Spanish
workers brought with them the guild system. gilder this system,
workers 'passed through a series of training stages from

.. appr,entice to journeyman to master worker. This system of
-!_tiraining was also found in the.BritEsh colonies, and the guild

p(organization of workers in a articular craft) is the
forerunner of the:American Federation df Labor, an organization
of draft uniohs.

.
.

Indig-is worked in many -field's, but it was almost '

impossible o rise higher than-a journeyMan. It was
difficult to become.accepted as-an.apprentice by a Spanish
master worker. The situation;is not unlike that in the
United States today, where Vegroes fi d it difficult to
become accepted in white-dominated uni s. Most Indian

k
work. was at the unAilled level.

Textiles is one rodUct of which Mexico manafactured
'and exported a sUrpl during die Colonial period.. TO the
already -developed wea g of cotton textiles, the Spanish.
added wool manufacture,. Bad working conditions kept the
General IndianCourt full of complainti. Working conditions
were paiticularly bad in the wool obraje or.small'sweat $ops.

fHere

.most of the labor force was. made up of forced'lab
purchased :convicts, debtors,.and the like:

. .

When'independence came 4toMexico, the economic base
was mainly agricultural sand mostof the workers were peons,
'boufid to the soil by debt and ignorance. There was some
'continuation of native drafts, butstheir manufacture was.
primarily to rileetlocal needs..

, 1
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Land Tenure and Labor in MeAco
Since Independence

Section Organizer

The bad living and ,Vork_ing conditions of most of the
people in Mexico contributed to the movement. toward
Independence. Change came slowly. Over one hundred(yeais
passed; fkom the time that Father Hidalgo led the first
Mexicdh revolt until conditions actually improved.

.

In 1857 laws were passed to sell the Churchlands. As
a result,.Church land ended up in.the hands of large private
owners. The Reform laws also forced Indian villages to give
up their communal or ejido lands.. This loSs was a main
cause Qf the Revolution of 1910.

1n 1911 most of Mexico's usable land was owned by only
8,000 haciendadaTi Ninety percent of rural families were
landless.

In 1910 the poor revolted. This led to.tHe passage of
new laws requiring land redistribution andtbe modern, ejido
system ofland use.

I

Modern ejidos are baset.on the-old Aztec systeth of-
communal ownership. The government owns the land and the
people have the right to use it. Millions of .Mexicans have
received ejido lands yet three-fourths of the population =-
38 million--is landless today. There are half asmany haciendas
in Mexico today as there were in 1917: 'They are much.smailer
now than in the pant; 750 acres isthe maximum size.

There are two types of ejidos in Mexico today--
'- individual and collective. Ninety-eight percent of all ejido

'lands are of the individual type. They' are small family
plots. Two perceht.of the ejido lands are of the collective
type. -They are larger, produce higher yields, and are
operated'by groups of people, usually villages. e

/,
.

. .

.

1
. 4

; Oyer half of.allMexicans today are still farmers. 'PMost
i

grow only enough food to feed their fabilies and are, called
.

..;subsistence farmers.
P

In the- last, quarter- of the 'nineteenth century, :-
industrialization increased. Rairroad. byitems and mining
were expanded andlf,the petroleum ustry began. The Mexican'

. ,

p
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worker profited little from these developments. Industrial
wages were kept low. Most of the profits wentighers
who put up the money for industrialization andeqo Mexican
businessmen. .04, .

The Constitution of.1917 gave workers the right to
organize labor and to bargain collectively for higher

. pay and better working conditions. Many industiies in.Mexico
are run as state corporations.

'In the past thirty years there has been a tremendous
expanslon of industry' in Mexic.o. About one-fourth of tfM
Mexican labor force is urban and about three-fourths of this.
group works in industry.'

Most Mexicans earn very little money. In 1971.the
average was $530 per year. People in the Federal District,
which include,s Mexico City and surrouiding lands,earn twice
as much as the people in the rest of the country. .

Laws have been passed recently that increased the minima
worker's wage. Salaries are still quite low in Mexico co#pared
with these in the United States. Mexicans, just as people in
the United States, want better houses, education, medical care;
and other good things of life.
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Land Tenure and Labor*in Mexico
Since Independence

In 1810 began the series of moves for independence and
political conflict which created problems-in Melftco for over
half a century. During the nineteenth century there was am'
increase in the number oflarge estates and laborers
experienced poor working conditions in industry. Since the
Revolution of 1910, an ,e,i4:d.0 small farm; system has gradually
repliced large estates; labor has.been organized; and social
ecuritylcare and medical assistanbe provided to pant of the

pop4atidt, especially thosejiving in the federal district.

Expansion of the hacienda system..

Father Hidalgo, a creole priest, began the mOvement
toward independence to get better living conditions for the
people. Over a hundred years passed before conditions were
actually improved. ``proved.

It was not until 1856 that laws were pasted which
attempted to bre.ik'up the large estates, especially those.
of the Church. The .forced sale of Churdh lands under the

- Reform Constitution of 1851 did not haVe.the desired effect
of increasing the number of small landholders.- Most Church

, land ended up in- private,hands, With the result that land
.

was often less well'managed than previously. The land reform
laws also forced_the Indian willages tom sell theii .communal'
or ejido /ands, This loss of land.i/as one of the princiial

. causes Of t]ie Revolution of 1910...

Toward the end of the Diaz regime in 1911, most of
.. Mexico's usable land'was owned by 8,000 haciendados. Ninety

}percent of-rural,.familieswere without Sand. ,Mexico was a
land of extreme contrastt.of.wealth and poverty. Many .rich
haeiendadoe seldom saw their estates. They lived.in.the
cities or even in Europe. They, lived,in beautiful :mansions,
and lived like wealthy. Europeans. Millioni of peons; who
were very poor,supported.these wealthy haciendadoe.

.

. .

i
slogan

qr
Land and liberty,.became a srogan Of the, revolting masses

.ri 1910, espeClally among the Indian' followers of Zapata. A
.

1915 government decree, thquired that haciendas be divided. ,

. among the milliori..s -of landitss-people. While the law had
"little, p'ractieal,effect-2-mohey was not appropriated, to buy
the estates and re-bistributethe land--it led to Article 27
of the-Constitaion pt 1917. This article'legally established
.the modern'ejidosystem Of land use. It was riot until after

. 19i0c however; that .latge:acregges were offered to the people
in the form of ejida., -

,

. The ejido system, .. !
,4 r ..

,
3 . .

4 . :44' . ,

0t .

.The ejida system, is not .new to Mexico. fIt. is based on
the old, Aztec 'systein of ounwinal, ownekship, and mil/2a use . In .

, the modern ijida,'Cpmmunal ownership is representecrby the .

,

.
. : . . . ,

. . .. t- ..
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government; the right to use part of the land is an in-
heritable right, as with the .

Most_ ejidos are made of former' haciendas. The first
modern ejidos were established in 1922. Although three
million Mexicans have'received ejido lands, three-fourths
of the Mexican population--8 landless today.
Ejidos have not replaced all haciendas. there are still
half as many haciendas today as in 1917, although they are
much smaller.than in, the pest. By law, they are now limited
to a maximum size of 750 acres.

The term ejido is confusing because'it is applied to
. individual farms and to collective farm ejidos. An
individual farm ejido is one id, which a family has the right
to use assigned land. The right to use the land can be
inherited, but the land cannot be sold or mortgaged. At
first, each family received.an ejido of from 10 to 50 acres.
In 1970 the average size was about five acres. This decrease
of ejido size has come about%thro*h inheritance. An
ejiditaric's sons.. inherit the right to-use 'part of the land,
and the acreage is divided. Small plots c4nnot Oe farmed
efficieptly, and,lower crop yeilds often result. Ninety-
eight percent of all ejido Lands, however, are individual
sjidos.

The second kind of ejido is the collective. Only two
percent of all ejido lands are of the collective type. In
the collectiire ejido individual fainies are not allotted

,land, but the land is worked collectively by a group of
ejiditarios and, they share in the profits. ,-

Collective ejidos have the advantage of offering larger
acreages and thus permits -the use of.modbrn machimery and
equipment. Trained farm managers provide better supervision,
and collectiys:ej,idps generally. produce highdr yeilds than
the same amount of land operated as.indi.;vidual ejidos.- The
preference for the individual ea-i& came from some of the
early experience with the-collective.ejidos, Dishonest
record keepers falsified the records and created the
ejiditarios. Thiscaused, a demand for division into

. individual 'ejidos.. Whether individual or collective, a
system of national credit,'dimilar to special government
banks for farmers in-the United States, is available to the
ejiditario. ; -

Non-agricultdral labor and income.,

From the time of .the Aztecs until today,' most of Mexico's,-
-, population earns its-living from'the'land. Sixty Percent of

t.116 population today ar$'sbbsistence farmers. Subsistence
farthers raise enough -food for -their own families but have
little or none leftover to sell.

1.
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During the last century,' however, there has been
considerable industrialization. In the latter part of the
nineteenth century, when Diaz was President, there Was a
rapid expansion of the railroad system, develoomeneof
Mining, and beginning of the petroleum industry. Because

- industrial wages were diliberately kept low, the MexiCan
worker-profited 1 ttle from this development. Most of the
profits from his land and labor went to foreigners who put
up the money for industrializatfon,and tb their Mexian
business partners.

The Constitution of 1917 brought new rights to the
-Mexican industrial worker as well as to the farmer. It
gave them the right to organize labor unions and'to bargain
collectively for higher pay and better working conditions.
Tt even gave them the right,to strike and to receive sick
pay--wages paid when one cannot work because of illness.
Labor unionp are not independent of the government. They
are semi-g vernment agencies by which the government
influences labor and labor influences government. The first

labor union was the Confederaation Regional Obrera Mexicana
(CROM). It was replaced in 1936 by the Confederacion de
Trabajadores Mexicanos TM). At one time in the.1930s
Mexico experimented with worker.confrol of ttie petroleum
industry and With the'railroads, These gre now,'howeyer,
run as state corporations.

In the last thirty years, there has been a tremendous
expansion of Mexican industry. So.muchfindustry is
concentrated.in the Valley of Mexico that-the once'clear

',valley air is heavily polluted with smoke, gas, and chemicals.
About one-fourth-of the Mexican labor fOrce is urban. Three-'
fourths of. these city Workers are employed in industry.

Income.

Mexican income still lags far behing-thatof the
United States-. An Income comparison between the United -

Sfates,ana Mexico is a comparison between a highly
industrialized country and an agricultural country in which
most of the workers are'subsistence farmers. The Mexican
farmer, unlike the farmer in the United States, primarily
raises-food for his family and'has little left over to sell.

'Per capita income in-Mexico in 1971 wss$530. Most
Mexicans did not earn that much. Percapita income is found
by dividing the income of a country-by the number of pedrae,
in the country.

-1

As in any country, there are'regional differences fn
income. "TheYederal Distkict, which includes Mexico City !

''ana the region around it, is the Most industrialized area
1 of Mexico. InduStrial income in any country is always
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higher than agricuUtiral wage income. The peicapita income
in the Federal District is twice that in other areas of-the
country. Income differences between.Mexico and the United
States are shoWn in the minim= wages. Effective in 197q,
the minimum Mexican urban worker's wage was raised to 24.90*
pesos a day. In American dollars, this is $2 a day compared
with a minimum wage of $13.20 per day in the United States.

. Differences in income reflect differencep in, the ability
of a government to provide goods and services'. The United
States economy, produces much more wealth to provide services
for its people, but the needs in Mexico are jubt great. .

The workers of Mexico, like those in the United States, want
better houses and household furnishings; education, medical
care, and other good things of life.

4!)

*one Mexican dollar = eight cents in United States money; one
United States dollar = 12. -5 Mexican dollrs. The $ is 1.1e

sign in Mexico for peso. The peso Was. widely known in the
British colonies as a dollik. It was divided .into 100
centavos. This is one reason the American Congrets adopted
as the new American unit of money the dollar divided into
.100 cents.

.
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an Tenors and Labor
in the United Mates

Section Organizer

From the earliest days of European settlement, the
typical pattern of .and tenure in the United States has been

. the fartily farm. Free wage, labor was established in the
northern:colonies before the'country became independent.
The abundance of new land,.liberal land policies, and the
new arrival .of European` immigrants stimulated a very rapid
farm and _industrial development. The United States very
early developed a large middle class, that is just emerging
in Mexico.

.
The land of the United Stat.* was claimed by -England"

by right of discovery. Indian lands were usually taken.
without payment. The controversy over Ind,ian land. ownership
is with us today in the United States.

There were very.few Indians in the United States, compared
with Mexico. The Indians wouldnot work kor the English.
This'led to the establishment ,Of small faiths rather than large

. estates and to the use of indenturedand slave labor.in the
English colonies. An indenture was *a labor contract. People

..,agreed to work for a specified number of years, usually.fourf
in 100.yment for 'something, often ship's passageto-ihe colonies."-
At.the end of the indenture, the than-became free. SlaVes, on

. the other hand, were forced to work "without pay and .,Were
geneially not freest .they were slaves for:life andcculd be .'

.sold by one matter to another.
.

.e : .

Slavery .discouraged European immigration to,the'douthern,
encouraged agriculture-rather than industrialVation;

and" ter to the Civil War. Eyed today, the southern state?... art
less'industrialized than the northern stateolarvelly:45.4 a :.'
result of their use of slavery in the'past.

. . : . . f /' .
The right to slaves as property was one of the.maj,dr

difference between slavery in the English colonies and the
Bncomienda system in New Spain.' The encomendero could not .;.

.sell his Indian workers. He had a right to their labor but
not. to their' person as property, or chattel.

Latisfundiamo is in attitude of disinterest on the part.

'.
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of the wealthy toward useful and productive labor. It
emphasizes privileges for the wealthy and a' disregard for
the rights of the working poor. This feeling still exists
among some people in'Mexico and the United States today.

. Slavery's ended in the United States as a result of
the passing of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution,
but itseffects were felt for 'many years. Today, many
problems face us as a result of slavery.

Racial discrimination in Mexico was much less than in
the United States.

The United States Negroes who were freed had no land and
no experience in managing farms. A system grew. which was
little different from the debt peonage of the Mexican
hacienda. This was the system of tenant share cropping.
Share cropping was not profitable and the cropper often went
into debt to the.landlord. This system finally broke down.
after World War II,

Land was made available to people in the United States at
very low.costl The government made many changes-in the land
laws to encourage more people to obtain farmland. Although
there were exceptions, the tradition of small farms continued
for over one hundred years after Independence.

% ,

In contrast to Mexico, where fan') dizes have, become
smallery United States farms have increased in size in recent
years and are'pe4t of an industiial economy. Most farms in
this country are operated as factories in the fields, raiher-
than as family farms. Most crops are sold for_cash rather

40 .,. .

than raised for family subsistence. ,

. . ..

Mexican farm laborerS, called braceras, legally worked
in the United States between 1942 and 964. Durihg those
same years millions of illegal Mexican WorkersicSme to this
country .because of higher wages. ,

. .

" '

., . . . .

Organized.labor developed in the United States earlier
than in. Mexico and is well established today.' Increased .
minimum wages,,elimination of child labor, improved safety, ,....,,_.._ 1

unemployment benefits, and survivors insurance have all. come
about during the twentieth century. 'Strikes continue to be
the principl weapon of labor _unions to obtain higher wages. ,

t ,
-

.-

t

?
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Land Tenure and Labor
in tivijcinitsciStates

From the very earliest days, the direction of land
tenure in the United-States was the family farm.. Although
slavery persisted in the southern states until the'qiddle
of the'nineteenth century, the pattern of free wage labor
had been established in the northern states before the end
of the Colonial Period. The abundance of new land, liberal
land policies, and the new arrival of Europeanimmigrants
stimulated a very rapid farm and industrial development.
Although Contrasts of great wealth and poverty could.be
fopnd in the United 'States to -equal any extremes found in
Mexico, the dominant farming pattern-came to be the family

.

farm and the dominant worker the free, - skilled laborer,
The United States therefore very early developed a large :
middle calss which is just emerging in Mexico.,

Land tenure.

England, by right of discovery, claimed the lands along
the Atlantic seaboard just as Spain had claimed the lands
of the Caribbean and New Spain. fn-turn, the English king
granted to individual proprietors -( Pennsylvania, New York,
Maryland, New Jersey, the Carolinas) or to joint stock com-
panies (Virginia, Massachusetts) rights to develop, politi-
cally and economically, the lands of,the New World. In some
cases, as with the Dutch on Manhattan,Island or.with William
Penn in Pennsylvania, some arrangement was made with Indians
and a payment made for the land. But in most cases, as with
the Spaniards in Mexico, Indian-land was simply taken. When
Indians would not sell or move. away from their lands, they
were driven off or killed.

In the early part. of the nineteenth century, a policy'
of.Indian removal tol.inds West of the MississippiWas
begun. At that time it was thought that in the West the
Indians wouldbe free to folloW,their own ways--and they

.1

would be safely out of the white'man's way. As late as
1836, the civilized Cherokees, who had-become sedentary
agriculturists, were forcibly removed.to Oklahoma; But
time'did not standstill, and soon the Indians and whites
found thetaSelves at war as theldhites'again'reached.

.

Indian territory. The surviving Ihdians were-placed on
reservations, often .only -small parts .of the fotmei lands
which they claimed.: Today payment: Indian lands is still
being claimed and.argued. The Spanish in--Mexico did not try
to-drive theIndiahs out. They not -only Wanted Indian lands,
but Indian labor.'

The reason 'that the ,English in the United-States were
less successful than the-Spanish in Mexico at. using Indian
labor was not.due' to ambition, but to'circumstahCe. There.
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, weretoo few Indians in the,dnited States, and the attempts
to Make them slaves proved unsuccessful. They_ would not
work. There was no Indian labor to maintain huge estates,
so the landlords--whether individual proprietor or charter
company--sold land to others. Some went to land speculators,
who had large estates, such as Lord Fairfax of -a.
But most land in the EngliSh colonies went to families mho
had farms of from 50 to 150 acres. In time, indenture and
'slavery made possible the establishment of large plantations

, in the South. But from colonial days to the farm decline .

beginning in the 1940s, the typical. UnitedS.tates farm was
the family farm.

P

(Labor' shortages--indenture and slavery.

From the beginning, there was a shortage of labor, The
indentgred labor system was the first to be used to overuwe
this shortage.

An indenture was a labor contract. In an'indenture,
the debtor promised to perform work for an agreed upon
period of ..time in exchange fovsome advance. At the end of
the indenture, the person was free to work as a wage laborer
or try to go into business for hiMself. Often there was
some cash payment at the end of the indenture. The most
common form of indenture in the colonies was an indenture
for ship's passage to the colonies, usually for four years.
Enterprising captains recruited prospective workers, executed
contracts, transported the workers to the New World, and
Sold the.contrdcts.to farmers and budinessmen. Until about
17004 most new labor in the colonies was provided-by
'indenture-S. Conditions of.work under the indenture system
varied with the master. A cruel master could make the
period of indenture little better than slavery. A kind
master,could' make it seem nearly as good as being a free
Worke. Where indentured laborers worked -,on plantatlons,
they often worked side by side with Negro slaves, and there

'was little difference in the way they were treated.

: In general, slavery is a sys tem in which people are
'forced to work for another without pay. A particular kind
of OlakrerY is chattel slavery.- In chattel slavery, the owner
.dpes not only have a right to the, labor. of the slave; he also
owns his body ,as a piece of property_that can be bought and
,sold. Chattel slavery, never known in'England, was, developed
'*.in the colonies and became a major social, political, and
'economic institution in the United States. Chattel slavery
as.ah institution disCouraged immigration to the southern
_colonies' and states. It discouia.ged the southern_ colonists
from industrializing and from 'growing a wide. variety -of
crops. It also contributed to the Civil tsar. Even today,
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the southern states are -less industrialized than the northern
states largely as a result of their use of srTegy in the
past.

\

The right to slaves as property ;Os one of the major
differences between'slavery in the English colonies and the
encomienda system'in New Spain. The encomenderd could not
sell his Indian workers. 'Be had a right to their labor, but .

not to their person as a chattel.

Slavery was one of the ways that the English dolonies,
and later the (southern states, maintained a labor force.
Blacks were first brought into Virginia in 1619 on a Dutch
ship. Althouigh'itis often said that slavery in the English
colonies began in 1619, those 20 Blacks were not slaves, but
were legally indentured workers. Indentured Blacks were
gradually converted to the status of slaves, and in the
entire history of the English colonies only a few hundred
Blacks became free. In the 1660s, Virginia.and Maryland
passed laws which made it legal to own Blacks as sl,aves.'
These laws also made slary hereditary. This meant that
the children of slave parents were slaves from birth'to death.,

By the close of the Colonial Period, there were about
four hundred thousand Negro slaves in the colonies. Three-
'fourths of this number lived in the South, where they made
up two-fifths of the entire population. In South Carolina,.
they outnumbered whites-two to one.

By the end of the Colonial Period, many people wanted
to abolish slavery. It was eliminated by the new states
in the northern part of the country by state action, ',
narrowly missed elimination in the Virginia legi,plature
but was not. prohibited by the Constitution of 1787 largely.
upon the insistence of delegates from South Carolina and
Georgia. The expansion of the cotton economy .after the

and-`

of 1812 encouraged slavery to continue in the South f7/
another generation.'

As'is usual with wealth, property in slaVes was
unevenly distributed. Approximately one in four families .

owned slaves, and two-thirds of these held fewer than ten
each. The number who owned 50 or more slaves was estimated
at not over 8,000.

Latifundismo is a term often applied to the
cultivation of large arefi by a captive population, as
on the encomi.enda and hacienda. It implies an attitude
ofdisinterest on the part of the wealthy toward useful and
productive labor, as well as a disregard for the rights of
the,working Poor. It also expresses a feeling that 'the'
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government exists to serve the. wealthy, and that they have
no obligation to thcountry or-to the poor.,

The possession of land ,in the southern" states of the
United States, as in Mexico, came to have high social .

prestige which many wanted.

hatifundismo is not dead in Mexico or in the United
States. In Mexico it continues as politician's and
businessmen,attempt to obtain huge estates even though:such
land holdings are illegal. In the United States it is found
in the commercial farms, particularly the truck farms of the
Southwest which employ Much migrant labor,mostly Mexican-
American. It is found in the' Senate of the--United States,
which refuses to deprive large farmers of hugh government
subsidies-. It is found wherever government bestows wealth
and fayor on those who already possess such privileges, as.
with income tax exemptions' for millionaires while workers
who are poor pay'taxes.

As a result of the defeat'of the Confederate States and
enactment of the Thirteenth Amendment, slavery was abolished
in the United States. The effect of slavery was nevertheless
felt for many years. The first was the slaves had not been
educated; no massive efforts were made to educate Negroes in
the.nineteenthcentury: Today, many of the educational,
problems of the United States stem from this long neglect..

Negroes mere, and still are, discriminated against and
forced to live in a segregatedlsociety. Mexico never had as
much racial discrimination agiinst Negrbes and Indians that
was found in the United States. Juarez, leader of the
Mexican Reform Movement and President for many years, was a
fullblooded Indian.

The United States Negroes.who were freed had no land
and no experience in managing farms. Soon a system 'grew up
which was little different from the debt peonage of the
Mexican hacienda. This was the system.of tenant share
cropping, in which the cropper gave his labor against a

_share of the crop,while the landlord supp4ed seed, land,
/ and fertilizer. Since th,e-cropper peldom made enough to

get ahead, he was usually in ddbt to the,landlord." This
system finally broke down after World War II. Farm
machines.and wage labor replaced share, cropping, and
industrial jobs in cities gave Negroes new opportunities
'for employment..

iAlthough latifunchemo s generally associated with
agricultural economies, a similar spirit developed with the
large industrial corporations in the United States after the/

no*
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Civil *ar. As. described in a laterectioni-organized,
national labor unions were iabor's.response to the
centralize4iqoitrol..pli'rer rzldustry which came With-the
corporation.

-

..
, The family farm in-.:the United States-.

After Independence, the United 'States government con-
.

tinued.to make cheap land in smell holdings available to
farmers. The first legislation of 1796 proved unsuccessful.
1t provided for the sale of land in the Northwest Territory

:.in single -ections of 640 acres at $2 per acre. The price
Was too h and the tracts we

r1111
were too large. Only 48,000

acres we sold under this act. In 1800, the Harrison Land
Act reduced the'si:ze to one half section of 320 acres, with
one- fourth payment in cash and the balance in three eqtal
installments. In 1804 the size of the tracts were farther
reduced to 160 acres, with'one-fOurth cash payment. This
meant that for 480 a person could buy a farm. But many far-
mers were unable to pay the balance, and by 1820 Congress
had enacted twelve laws postponing the date for payment of
balance. In that year Congress made it possible to purchase
a farm as small as 80 acres and reduced the price to $1.25
an acre. In 1821, a Relief Actwas passed which provided
that farmers could buy land with a cash discount of 37-1/2
percent; or pay for land in eight installMents; or turf=s,
back-land to the government that was not paid for and keep
land with a clear title equal in value to the paymentshat
had'already been made. At the same time, people in the West
kept up their demand for free .land. Southern representatives
in Congress; combined with eastern interests, Were neverthe-
less able to block enabtment of Tree land legislation until

. . the Civil War.
r '

."; In 1862 Congress. passed the HomeStead Act. It enabled
people to receive free land from the government west of the

I Mississippi-. The homesteader was obligated td.pay a Small
;,1 fee to register the title, live on the land for-five years,

Ancl.make improvements. After he had done-those things, he
became the -owner of the land. Thousands of-small farmers

.. ..: obtaincdjandtin is way. This does 4gt mean that there
. were not many.41a ejarmk. In the West, ranchers had land
, . holdings a rge.as many of the great haciendas in.Mexico.

There. were=lei*r 011y-tenant farmers and sharecroppers. But
,

. in contratt.b6 Aire- Revolutionary Mexico, land ownership in
ith*United-States was widely-distributed. .Many people4 .

.4....:?, ',owned lana. It was not held by a small group.

% Increase of size. of farms.
.--....

:

t Farms in the United States today are part of an in
dustrial4economy. In contrast td Mexico, where the size
of farms have become smaller and smaller, the size of farms
in the UniVed States have become incr4Asin91Y larger. 'The

..,
: faMily farm, opeoperated by the fariier and his family and pro:-.

.

..
.
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vididg food for the family, has largely diiappeared. Most
farms in the United States are operated as a factory in'the''
field. The farmer specializes in one or two crops, and sells
his crop foi cash. EVen if he lives on the farm, he bays' ,

post'of his food. from the supermarket, just as his neighbor
,in the, city. -

1. /.
Bracero labor.

Braceros were Mexican faxm laborers who worked in the
United States. During World War II there was d.shortage of
farm workers in the United States because many men had gone,
into the military. 0n August 4r 1942 a'contract was signed
by. the Mexican and United States governments for 50 thousand
Mexican braceros to'work on farms in the United States. The 4
contract required that the braceros receive the same wage as
United States,farm workers. Although farm workers were not
paid a very high wage in this country, a Mexican worker coul,d
.earn from 15 to 20 times as much here as he could in Mexico:

Because of the relatively high wages being paid Mexican
workers in the United, States, many Mexicans wanted to work
in the United States. This number was larger than the
number who were legally alltwed to begpme braceros. This,
-situation led to the illegal smuggling of Mexicans across .

the border into the United States. Many o" these illegal
immigrants were paid lower wages than others were-earning.
Often inadequate'housirig, tailiation, and food were provided.
-These conditions caused bad feelings On bcith sides'of the
border.,

Between 1942 and 2957 over 2-1/2 million braceros
worked in the United States. During those same years over
4-1/2million illegal Mekigan workers were arrested and
returned to Mexico by the United' States "Border Patrol:

4

Against much oppositioil,,the bracAro program was ended.
_In 1464'because many United Stdtes citizens needed .jobs.

labor and labor unions in the United State's -.

Labor unions on craft lines:appeared in the colonies
before independence, .and labor strikes sometimes occurre4:
But these were largely local efforts..' Iewas, not untilafte
the Civil War that national labor movements appeared.

:

..The latter part of the nineteenth, century, witnessed a
'series of bitter. labor disputes in .the United,States.
InvAriably,,the courts, polices and state.thilitia,,were'on.
the,Side,of the employer and not On the sidebf the striker.,
And just as Diaz used his rurales in Mexico to..breakabar
strikes, prir

goverment
employed ,Pinkerton detectivts pr.

could'call oh .the sympathy:of veilhment to break theArike,
,

.
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.
as with the EdMestead Strike of 1892 or tide
1a94. 'Ip'tbe.latter casePresillent, Cleve))
troops to'bfeak the strike:

.

she first attemiAi to organize a net
without regard-,to craft lines, were-i,i.lur

. .1.1d 1881, Aamuel Gompdrs io -an assOciat'on of craft

pullMan Strl.kd of
fe4eral

o

1'
onal, labor anion,;

. ,

rot Z.

unions, the American Federation Of I:40n: Soon t cane to -

indiude many of the national craft,64ons, excep those of
"ra4way workers._ The A.F.-of-L. restricted itsel to goals
within the working system/ suc as theeeighthour i =y,
ending child labor, improved working conditions-,.an higher
wages. - .

, ,
. -

'
,

. .. .

-4,

Today, protective labor legislation is taken, fOr gr ed,
and it is difficult to understand working-conditions ag they
existed btfbre unions itfluOced legislation. The working
day was usually ten4hours long, and the six day. wee% was
taken for granted. Wages,compared to present stitaards,
were-very low: American workers earned, an average,
between $400 and $500 a year at a time when dollar might
be worth only four or fiVe titles more than it is worth today.
An unskilled worker,mightLbe paid 15C an hour,ibut he was
often;unemployed. A total weekly pay of '-$4 or $5 was hot
uncommon. There wert no unemploymentbenefits, there were

'few safety precautions, and there was no workman's
comiAnsation for ,the frequent accidents. Children and women
worked long hours for low wages, but for'many, familieb it
was necessary. Child labor was =aeon ,because' children could
be paid low images. Children -worked 'in packing .plants,of the .

West, in the sweat-shops of 'the East,.amX in .the cottod mills
of the 'South. Poverty was common.' Most-working families .

rented-the space in which they lived. OvercrOwding was.
common and sanitary conditions 14nspeOkable,' Streets were
alternately muddy lanes or,dusty thoroughfare. *-

f . .

4 Ihdustry expanded rapidly ana the 'itaustriaiitts who
4 became rich lived the same Itind,pf lives lotnd among the

wealthy of the same-period,in Mexico. The praise heal:ted on
the Mexican President,'DiA, by Americans reflected 'the fact
that he carried out the:--kind of cantrolwin-Mexico his
admirefs hoped to achieve'in.the-United States....,

Beginning in the 190.0s,_protectivetlabor
'Was gradually enacted. A'bepartMent of Labor was created in
1912, and provisions of.the Clayton Act of 1914 protectedthe right of labor' to Jargonize, and Stilike. These provisions

4. were lost'hy,court interprdtation during the 1920s and it .

was not until 'the depression of -the 930s in the United- States
that the rights of 3rabor were- finally-attained by national,
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legislation. _ +. Thy Wigner-Connery Labor Relation's Act of 1;06 ,

guaranteed labor the rilht to otganizei'and provided a -
NationalLabor Relations-Board to protect the _labor from'.
unfair employers. In 1938, the ,Fair Labor Standaids Act
piovided forreductipn of the work week to 44 hours-andto .

*40.hours by 1940; provided a minimuti-wage of.250 an
and eliminated the employment:of .children under Sixteen, , -

or in hazardous occupations, undek eighteen. Anothbr far .
reachin4,Act of the depression years- was the Social Security
Act of1935, whicit included such groVisiOns as unemidoyment
compensation and survivors insurance. survivors insurance .

is- a minimum type of national pension. Although the payments
are 47ery..modest, millions of retired workers lodk forward. to
their nnnthly "welfare* check. Tod4y, most workers in the
United States are covered by minimum wage legislation, which
in 1972.was $1.85 per'hour. Increasing industrialization and

sproduction.has brought the American worker high incomes found
in few other places in the world.

di-1955 a merg ed organization---:A. F.L,-C.1.0.- -was *formed.
The/various organizations which compose the organization, such
as the International Longshoreman:s Organization, still act
With a'high degfee of independence.

Labor unity Ln'the United StateS, however, has not'
brought about labor peace. The strike still' remains- the
principal weapon_of the labor union to force higher wages.
In the ten years between-1959=1.968 the United States had'one
of the highest rates of wotking days lost as-aresuit of
strikes.

J

Conclusion
r

The'pconoraic systemkof Mexico shows more'of
colonial Ieritage'than'does the ocaibmicsystem, 9f the
pniteA States. One reason is that 'Mexico iestill more
agricultural thaw-the United States. Any country which is.
still agricultura2wiI1 seem closer to its past'than an

,j.ndustrial country. Indubtrialization is relatively new in
most countries.' In the United states, industrialization
begin-before-the Civil War; in Mexico,'in the latter part of
the,.nineteenth Century.. Mexico, therefore,'is about fifty
yearS Behind the United States # the time modernization,
began. ' .'

br., . .

. .' .

Since World War II,:Mexico has had a very high rate of
.

industrIal'ijrowth: .Withindre,andoore industrialization, a
larger part,of the Mexican .labor force will work In mahu-
f4cturing. There w111 be a larger number of Mexicans who
will lye in the pities: Fewer agricultural workers will
supp y Mexico!s food needs. - . .. ,

, .
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*" .result 'of these changes, .the ecoaomy of Mexicowill become more like the. ..0,0=w of the United States.Modernizatioh in the foria of industri-alizatio\ and urban-

ization will bring many chain's* to Mexi'co. Systems of landtenure, important in an agticultural copniry, will seem less'important in an industrial country, As work shifts froz:4
agriculture 'to industry, gliestions of ,industrial wads andlabor benefits; will become rx4e important. The LargelyIndian ,sections of 'Mexico" are among the cost rural' and..isolated';' 4ere sfor _many 'years to come one may expect tofind :the" Indian .dinging to his sni: 1pa , as lie has' forhundreds of ,eats, Industrialization and urbanization willincrease thecontrasts that already are found in the cultureof' Me:tic-Cf.
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Table, 3
.

'National Income and IncoMe per Person,

$ U.S:, 1970

National Income
in $ Billion,

Per capita income
1969 19,58 1963 1969

United States 775.0 2,115' 2,560 3,815

Mexico 24.2 270 350 510

japan 131.8 285 560- 1,290

United Kingdom '84.2 1,015 .14300 1,515

'Venezuela 7.8 630 605- 800'
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CHAPTUt V I_

POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN MEXICO ZD,TH UNITED STATES

Cha ter Or zer.

The Aztec Indians of Mexico had a strong centralized
government that controlled other tribes. The Spanish
were able to take over the Aztec government and replace
it with a centralized government of their own. -They ruled
indirectly; through the Indian chiefs.

The.Indians of the Eastern Woodlands in the United
States' did not have A single centralized government. The
English could not rule the Indians by conquering onetribe.

-

:There were, important differences between the $panish
' and Engtish political institutions at t!e time of settlement.
The Spanish representative assembly, die , had become
weak while the English representative assembly, the
Parliament, had become strong. England penpitted more

"religious differences than Spain. '

The Spanish ruled Mexico through'one'central agency,
the Council of the Indians, and one governor, the viceroy.
,The council and the viceroy represented the king. The
English did not have a dingle agency or a single governor
for their colonies. They were decentralized and were
politically ildependent 'of one, another.

r. The people of Mexico elected theirsoffici,als only at
the town level. The people in the English colonies eleCted
the leaders of the colony as well as local leaders. Theme
English became more interested in colonial politics
because they were involved in"the election.

By the end of the Colonial Period colonists who had
been born in the colonies felt more attached to the land
of their birth than to England or Spain. Thesefeelings
led to the move for independence in each country. . .

The revolution in Mexico was caused
differences. The poor wanted land. The
keep their land and power. Independence
when the wealthy landowners ievolted.
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The fight for independence in the United. States was not
a class struggle. People of all glasses were either loyal
to'Bngland or patriotic to the idea of an independeht
government. Political independence, rather than land or
wealth' or. power caused the American Revolution.

The United States has enjoyed'a very stable_ government
except fOr the Civil War, Political changes have taken place
in an orderly fashion. A Constitution and amenamPnts were
adopted to protect the rights of the people. The courts
have interpreted the Constitution to meet changing conditions.

; The ideals of rule by law and .rights of propehy have been
upheld.

Mexico has a 100 yer period of instability. Political
changes have taken place through civil 'wax, foreign wars,
and foreign interference. A period of peace came.but it
did not improve the lives of-the people. The Revolution
came in 1910 when the people demanded land and better living
conditions. The Constitutionof 1917 provided for the-se
changes but it was'not until the 1930s that many improvements
were actually made.

Although there are many similarities in the governments
of Mexico and the United States', it is the differences that
are more important. The President of Mexico has greater
-power than the.United States' President. The United States
has two main national'political parties while Mexico has
one.

The Mexican government is more socialistic. It controls
more businesses, industries, and services than the United
States government. The United States, which is more
capitalistic, has private ownership and operation of
industries and services. Both countries haVe some socialism
and some capitalism. Both governments influence business
and industry.
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Politidal Institutio7s of the- Aztecs and
Eastern Woodland Indians

Section Organizer
9

'
At the time of Spanish contact,^ the Aztec Indians had

-made an empire. They controlled large arees'of land And
many tribes. Tribal ways were being replaced With a
centralized government over many tribes~. The conquest of
the Aztec capital made it easy for the Spanish to control
the rest of the country. A Spanish centrali5pd government

. -replaced the Attec centralized government.

Eastern Woodland Indians had tribal governments. The
English colonists settled along the Atlantic coast and drove,
the Indians away. Since the Indians did not have a
centralized government overmany tribes( th English took
over the country gradually by settlement.
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Aztecs

4.

Political institutions of ,the Aztecs- and
. Eastern. Woodland Indians

At the time of the' Spanish conquest,' the Azetcs had
e an empire in Mexico: They. were replacini old

ways with a strong, central government. The ,Azte& 4mo-ire, _
spread out over a large territory' and included aneighboring
tribes they had conquered. The conquered tribes' had to -
pay tribute to the Aztecs in goods and .neople. The Aztecs
had a strong military einpire and .controlled the conqueripi
tribei,hty force.

Their capital; which s41--yed as goz-i.ernment, and military
headquarters, was the beautiful city of Tenochtitian in the
Valley of Mexico. By the time the Spanish arrived, the --

Indians of Mexico were 4ocustomed to a strong., centraliied,
military ,gov4rnatent. They were in the habit' of. obeying the
military leaders and priests of,this government. ."

"The Spanish were few in nuMberd...Ttiey. ai,, net hove
enough peciold to govern the cOuntry. :They .,users .a system
of indirect rule. They let the lower Indian cht.efs.k-e,ep, 4"

their power s'o .they did What: the .Spani.l.sh'
This is the. way the governed ,their; '
through Indi.Sn chiefs.' In:this way the. centralized Aztec
government. actually helped the Spanish conquer and pontrol:.
southern Mexico-.7 Iii the tribii,..low-T:cultutre Chi-chemec
areas of northern, Mexico, settlement was very; s-:low:`,Two'
hundred years passed .befbre "San -Antoilio was fipqnded"in
Texas. The slow. settlement -of- northern 'Mexico was --

in many ways to the Settlement Of .th6.-A-tla:ntic`seaboiird:.-
But to the end of the Colonial the number-, -f

. ,Spanish in the area was. few.

Eastern 'Woodland Indians .! . 4-, .. . .---,...--,...-. ... .., ,. .., .
'..: . . . a. -

i
In contrast to the sirdng", Central-goVernment7of the'.

"'

s.-.

.- Aztecs, tribes of the .Eastern. WoofillArids i.n the Ilyaited_ States.:.
did not control large areas,. ''The first Englisii,setjtiers.-:.2:,-A.:.
only came in contact with 'smalls largergrotips-, ..Z -*-- -

such as the Iroquois and Cherokee,; lived inland avidy- from
the coast and the early English Se-tt4;eitehts".. : ...
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Thee English cane into contact with many small Indian
tribes.- They did not meet and conquer at single tribe the't,
ruled much of'the land and people,_ as the AzteCs did-in

.Mexico.: . - ; _.

.ft

.At largest group of Indians east of the Mississippi -.,
was a league of Indian tribes in New York, the Iroquois
Confederacy. 2:6 the' Confederacy 'representatives Of the

,sevetal tribes joined together to make some laws. The
separate'tribes, however, kept most authority to make.:
their Own tribal laws. At first the Iroquois Confederacy
was made*up of five tribes. _Later, others joined, The
*populat4on of the ConfedeZracy was between 10 and 17 ,

,- thousand. -_ this.is'in parked contrast to the Mexican Indian
-.I pooulation.of_&out 15 million.

:the Iroquois were at first friendly wi* the English
se-ttler. gventually they realized their land and hunting
grounds-would continue to be loSt toEnglish settlement.
..aut then it was to:olateor them to resist. The white men
were too numerous and had too'hilh-a level of technology:

In. general, Indian political institilkions had little
influence on the`' United States.

- : .

-
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Spanish and English Political Institutions
at Tire of First.Settlemeat

Section. Organizer .

There were some major differences in Spanish and
*Eng3,ish'political institutions at time orettlement,. In
representative assembly and law making, the"Spanish cortes,
had become weak while the English Parliament had become
strong:: In prestige of'alcmy officer4, the Spanish officer
was highly regarded while the EnglisA did not have a large'
army clasS. In tolerance of religious differences, Spain
tried" to make everyoody conform while England perMitted
people of different religious beliefs to colon,ize the New
World's° long as they remained loyal to the king. Spanish
political institutions tried-to enfotce unity w wile in'
.England there was, more 'diversity.

4
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Spanish and EnglEih Political Institutions at the
Time of First Settlement

. , Neither Spain-nor England had experience as colonial,Jpoers at the time of contact with the New World. Bothcountries had to invent ways of governing their newcolonies. Nonmat,=1 inventions., like governments, aswell as material inventionss). are based on previous knowledge
and experience.

Spain, which had recently become a single country, Yida king who 'was very powerful. An ad.iisory body, the cartes,had no power and little influence on the king.- In the past
some members of thegccrtes had been elected by the peopIe,_but .by the time. Spain began colonizing the New World, allccies members were appointed by the king. The king did not
want any challenge to his authority so he did not permit a
ccr:es to be established in the Spanish colonies.

. England hadbedn a single country for about 500 years
before it colonized the New World. It also hada king_
The King of England was becoming less powerful than in thepast. The House of Commons was a representative assembly.ao

-It was the lower house of Parliament. It was becoming Tore-10
powerful. Commoners were, elected-to represent the people.
By the time English settlement in the New World began, the
Commoners were ready to fight with the king over the
authority to tax the people.

. In this way.Eng-ishmen who came to settle in the
colonies brought with,them the idea that .it was the right
of the people, rpther than the king, to set taxes and make
-laws. The Spanish colonists did not think of claimingthese
right E. This was one of Ehe most important differences in
ideasiof political institutions that the English and
tpariish brought to the New World.

. Another difference between the Spanish and English
had to do with fighting and conquest. The Spanish had been
at war forcenturies and had developed a large group of
professional,soldiers called knights. These knights felt
superior to the people who had not fought in the wars.
It was not until 1492 that the last of the Moorish kingdomsin SpainGranadafell to the Spanish." 'Many unemployed
soldiers .were willinqand'eager to go'to the New World
which had just been discoveredIpmcColumbus. These soldiers
who came to the New World' were lied conquistadors, which'
means conquerors: They becaMe a symbol'of Spanish power.
and had great prestigb.
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In England, the century before colonization was mainly,`
one of peace. England had not fought any big wars and
soldiers did not have great prestige.

When the English looked fora way tocolonize, they did
not organize expeditions of'soldiers, as the Spanish had .

done. They took as their model the British East *Indii
Company, a trading company.

Another difference between Spain and England that
affected'political institutions in the New World was in
religion. .In Spain the Inquisition was established as a
political-religious institution. People who spoke out
against either the Roman Catholic religion or the Spanish
government were jailed and sometimes executed. Speaking
against the king was treatednot'merely 4s disloyalty, but
also as heresy--being against the'approved religioh. The
Inquisition made'people conform in politics as well as
religion. To force people to conform, it allowed little
'freedom of thought.. Ideas-which helped change other parts
`of Europe were kept away from the Spanish people:

In England religious differences were not'as severely
punished, provided people of differeptbeliefs said they
were loyal to the king. People who did not believe in the
official Anglican religion were permitted to come to the
New World. As.a result, religious differences developed in
the English-cblonies. In the Spanish colonies, only .Roman
Catholics were permitted. In Mexico, the Church and the
government were not separate as they were in the English
colonies.

These traditions led to differences in Spanish and
English traits in the New World. Mexico developed a
tradition of powerful central government, while the English
colonies developed a tradition of separate 'colonial
governments. 'The Spanish tradition led to uniformity--
doing things in the,same way. The English tradition led
to diversity,- -doing things in different ways.
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II

Centralization and teceitraiization:
Environment and Tradition

v.

Section Orge:bizer,

z

The Spanish conquered an empire, and rep/aced the
. centralized Aztec government with a centralized Spanish
govenlment. Legally; the king.vas the final authority,
but the Council of the Indies actually was the most
powerful governmental body. It made laws, saw 'that they
were carried out, and served as judges for Mexico and the
other Soanith colonies.

The king was represented in Mexico by a viceroy:.who
served as governor, and an audienciat a group that

t advised the viceroy and reported directly to the king.
Eachprovince in mexiCo was administered by a achernor-

. audiencid Only the towns had elected.officiaTs. At all
other'levels they were appointed by higher officials.

In contrast to Mexico, the- Engfish colonies were
decentralized. They were politically independent of one
another. They had been established AsSrivate profit-making
adventures rather than as government efforts. There was no
central capital for the English colonies and:no-Central_
agency in England to deal with colonial government.
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Centralization and Decentralization: Environment

kekico

and Tfadition

When the rSa.nish conquered the Aztec empire, they took
ovean existing centralized goveplmentand-replabed it P.-
with a contralized government of 'their own. Because ol the'
traditiok ofcentralized government in Mexico, a small 2,

ndmber of Spaniards were able to control a large number
Indians.

was especially true-in central Mexico but was. not,'
the case ih the southern part of -the country where the

-Mayan Indians lived. There was *no. gold im southerb Mexic6
so the Spanish simply left tha-t.part of -the couktry al,dne

Ilind did not try to establish Spanith<.control there'.for'
many years. . .

- HernanCortev, the Spanish leader, hadronly60p,
soldiers with'him'when be landed .in Mexico in 1519., Bei .,-

.., enlisted the.aid of many Indiad tribes who.weie eneMies of.
. the Aztecs, and tqnguered the Aztecs in 1521: The'SpaniSfi =.

were able to defeat the Aztecs because of their Indian
allies and their higher level of technology; The Spanish

-- had guns, .cannons, armor, -horses .and wheeled carts*hile
the Aztecs-had none of these traits.

!
, --:

-.
-. .

. . .

,

The government of Meicimo did not represent'the-people.'. ",

during.the oionial Peiiod. It represented, the king; At
first, the ng ruLe-d-Mexico through a viceroy', ,or gdvernor 4",,

.This was charged when. thezfirst viceroy made too many ...
decisions that the king did:notlike. .

-. ,-. 4

t* The.secondltype ol'cOlonial g ernment'in Mexico. was
that,of commiitee'rulei The.comMitte was made dp.of a ';'

,.,group called. the audiendia The viceroy erved as ..president of the,aiLdienci,a and6ould-not m detisions on ...'
his-own. This committee farm begoVernment di hot wok too .

well because the membeis gparreled among.themsel _

.
,

The king again-changed the` form of government, in -,
Mexico.' He was afraid'..to appoint just one man to represehtK4

hiMabecause Spanish. officers in the,New world had all too .

often ignored the jaws of the king and-took things.--int9
their own hands. In 1535 the king. gave the viceroy

-

executive powets as governor. But, he:also kept the
, - as an advisory body 'to- the viceroy. The viceroy

did not have-to-follow the adVice of the'_audiencia but he .

knew that they reported dit'ectIy to the king so he
considered their advice very carefully.' In additicin to
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Advising the viceroy, the au.diencia served as a court of
appeal. It ruled on the- decisions of-lower courts when
lower court-decisions were .appealed.

,

,
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The viceroy could not directly-look after the entire. .

colony of Mexico; so the coiony was divided into
'orov,nces, which are:similar to states. Each province was
administered by agobierno-audiencia .that was responsible
to the viceroyaudiencia'in Mexico City.

The provinces were.further divided into smaller
admiaiStratilie units,called districtb. Each province was
administered by two Other appointed officials, the
corregidorei: Ohe was responsible fot- Spanish affairs,
and the other was%responsible for Indian affairs. They
also supervised the Indian and Spanish towns in their
districts-. Thefe were no elected offiCials at the district,
provinOe, or viceroyalty levels. All were appointed by
higher officials.

The only plade whey there' was local self-government.
in Mexico.during the Colbnial Period, was at the town
level. The comunidad, or corporate city, was a strong
'Spanish institution. Only the members of the corporation
could-vote in town elections. In the earliest days of the
Colonial Period, itiwas easy to becoMe'a vecinos or
member of the corporation.' All a person_had.to do was
sign the membership register and agree to follow the rules
of the town-government. The vecinos elected the town
council or oabildo.. The cabildo elected the mayor and
approved the appointment of othei officials.

Representative government'beg'an and"ended at the town-
lev41: Even here,...4ke corregidores, who. were appointed
from-abovehad supervisory authority.

.

Many Mexicans were interested only.in they affairs--of
their local town rather than in the affairs of the province
or viceroyalty. They had the,power to elect their town
officials but not the province or viceroyalty officials.

Between the king in Spain, and the viceroy-,audiencia
in Mexico City was,a very powerful .colonial agency--the
'Council of'the-Indies. At first it was responsible for
-organizing everything. to-do with her colonies in' the New
World Although it met in Spain, which irwas thousands of

- 2
miieS.from Mexico; it tried-to legislate, or make the laws;
for the colony. With the authority_and approval of the

? it made ).aws dealing with administration, justice,



taxation, .ice, defense, and boundaries, it named
appointees to political and Church'offices, acted as a
court of final appeal, censored books for export, and
investigated,colonial officers Andtheir actions. It
was_a hard working agency-. Its members were usually
quite able and conscientious.. It was particularly strong
during the seventeenth century when the Spanish kings

,

were not strong rulers.

eDespite its odd intentions, it did not understand
conditions in Mexico. Its. laws to improve the Country
and protect the Indians were oftep ignoredby officials
in Mexico.

Another aspect of centralization was control over
trade. Spain was no different from other countries. All
countries at-that time, including .EngMnd, had what was
known as a mercantilistic policy. she idea was to restrict
trade between the mother countryjn Europe And the
colonies so that the colonies would supply -raw materials
and the mother country only manufactured products. The

It colonies were prohibited from manufacturing most goods.
Raw materials an,d manufactured goods were only supposed
to be transported in ships of the mother country. This

. was to help' support a navy.

The Cate de Contracion was the speCial branch of thd
Council of the'Indies which had'control of trade. To
control trade, there was only one legal point of entry in
Spain, Seville.' Tt rigid control of trade discouraged

' industry in. Mexico. Sinde the main-tradition there was a
military rather than amerchant tradition, there were only
a few Sp4niSh who tried to.get around the regulations. New
Englanders, in contrast, made a specialty of violating
English trade restrictions. -

Another centralizing aspect of Spanish'trade with the
New World was.the annual, Convoy of ships to and'from Spain.
The wealth of Spain invited plunder. While England was
supposed to be at peace with Spain in the sixteenth
century, English privateers were always out to capture
Spanish ships._ To protect the outgoing ships from Spain
and the returning treasure ships from Mexico, the Spanish
worked out a convoy system. This, in turn, discouraged
free enterpiise. But in thelatter part of the eighteenth
century prlvateering:had been outlawed by the British and
the Spanish colonies were opened up to trade. This ushered,
in a new period of prosperity for the Spanish possessions.

The centralization of government in colonial Mexico is
shown in Figure 1.
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United States

The English experience on the Atlantic seaboard was
quite different from that of the Spanish in Mexico. They
found no gold, rich cities, or large numbers of farming
Indians. They found endless miles of woods that stretched
westward, and rich land that first had to be cleared of
trees for farming. And they differed in haw they cane and
what they brought.

The colonizing efforts of e English in Virginia and
the ogler colonies defended on private effort. King James I
granted rights to two joint-stock companies to/dgC,relop
lands in the New World. The money was put no by stcickhOlsiers,
as in a modern corporation. The stockholders did not have
experience inn colonization, and the Virginia effort almost
failed because of lack of supplies,' a high dealh rata, and
poor political organization. Only 105 men were left behind
to settle Jamestown in 1607, and. by 1608, when the first
relief ship arrived, only 38 were still alive. The best
known leader of Virginia colonization is John Smith, who
kept much of the colony going by his energy, and skill in
getting food from the Indians.

Jamestown started out with a committee form of
government, called a council. The British found 'that this
did not work,because council members spent most of the
time quarrelling among themselves. about what to do% The

-. Spanish had had a similar. experience with the
The president merely presided over the council; he, had no
executive apthority. Smith finally got much power in his
hands...after! he became president in 1608 because the other,
members. of the council had ,died or gone back to England.

In 1609, the LoAdon Company that settled Jamestown
changed its name.to the Virginia Company. The companyalso
got the power to appoint a chief executive officer, a,
governor. The governor was not responsible to thq. king; he
was vsponsible. to the board of directors of the 4'ompany'.
The couhcil was also kept, but it now served as ark advisory'
body/o'the governor. The council later became tote upper

.houge of the 'legislative body, so 'the English did not end
up with a governor-council model thatwas found in 14exico.

As a result of this early experience, all the other
Colonies either started out with or soon got governors.
For example, Jon Carver was elected governor of the
Plymouth Bay:Colony by the Pilgrims before they landed. In -

the royal colOnies, theraovernor was appointed by the king.
1n the colonies that ha0big,land owners, called
proprietors, 'the governor was appointed by the proprietors.
In the charter colonies, the governor'was elected by the
people,
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' By the time the RevolOtiOn-aame', 1776, there were
eight royal colonies, three proprietary'colbnies, and to
charter colonies. But no English colony started out.a.s. a.
royal colony. The royal colonies-had-all begun at. first
as proprietary, as with South Carolina .aid North Caolina,
or charter colonies under joint- stock comokniesas with
Virginia and Massachusetts.

The English stockholder is not'as romantic a figure as.
a conqueror on horseback, but that is theway the English .t

-colonies got started. In 1624 the kin:; revoked the
Virginia Company charter arid' made Virginia -t be first royal 4
colony.

There were thirteen iish colonies, not just one.
Each colony was a separate and distinct political unit.
How did this come about? As -people wanted to Settle or
get .land in the English colonies, the king from title to time

fG gavea grant to joint stockholder's or to proprietors. Each
.started out to make a separate settlement. Thus after
Jamestown was settled, separate settlements were started
in New England, in the-Middle Colonies, and in the Carolinas.
Each colony had its oign government. :Onlikp the king of
Spain, the English king did not set up an administration -

for one big territory, such as a viceroyalty, and divide
trskt\into smaller subdivisions. This had very : - important
results later. The thirteen colonies became. thirteen
separate states.

."- -There was another important difference. The English
/ king-never did set up a centralized English colonial office

for the colonies. 'There was no one administration like.
the Council of Indies was for th. Spanish colonies. Each
department of government in England dealt with its matters
in the colonies w4hOut-,having to go before a central board.
Certain acts of- the colonial legislatuies could be over-
ruled by the English Privy Council, but this Privy Council
was for England and-the colonies, not justfor the colonies
alone.

4

-17

De %entralzation, rather than centralization, was
found in the English colonigs..English Filonists never had 1

-,...'. one great'capital city to compare with Mexico City.' They
.

---1T had thirteen capitals, andmosr were modest towns rather
, ._

than cities. The goveitho of one colony had, no
.

responsibility to a goVeripor of another colony. And each .

colonI" dealt separately w4h many different vire nmerit
.

,

departments in England.. COmpare this decentrali ed English. . . .

arrangement, shown in Figure 2, with the centralized Spanish *
arrangeMent shown In Figure 1% Decentralization is due,
more t n anything else, tothe founding of separate and

.

v . .distin t colonies.
.

-
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ReoresentatiOn: The Road to American Indetenden.ce

A
Section Organizer

One of the most striking differences between the methods
of-government of Colonial Mexico and that of the. English
Colonies was in representaop. Except at the town-level,
the people of Mexico had no powek to elect officials or
make.laws.

'In-contrast,.the people in each.English colony elected
a colonial assembly with the power to make laws. Or of

,--theknos.t important rights claimed by the colonial emblieswas the power to tax.

. .-
Representative government was also practiced-at the

tower and local level in the English colonies. Reiiresentative..
government is a means by which people elect a few of,thei-r7----
number to make laws for them. The lawmakers represent, the, --,'people. The tradition of representative town government.
in the English colonies as no strongEr thandh the..town5

,.:%-,.
..of Colonial Mexito. The unit of government varied.among- -_-=the colonies. In New England, the northern Englicolonieii_.

the town became the unit of local government: In the -..".-:-,
'Southern English colonies, the county was thetypical unit

< of local government.-- _
.-

. English cilonists were interested in theaffairs 'of ,
.

.

the colony, no just of their local town or county. The
local governmental unit was the unit for elected

.

representatives to the colonial legislature.

-By the end of the Colonial Period colonists who had
been born in the colonieS developed the feeling that they
were more attached to tile_ Lind -Of their birth than they
were to e mother country in Europe. _Spaniards who 'were
born in ico were known as Creoles while Spaniards who
came flo pain were known as Gachupines. As colonists
in Mexic d the United States became mores loyal to the
New World ather than to their mother countrids'in
,Europe, the time became ripe for independence.

J.
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Representation: Road to American` Independence

-.,

t ,...1

--;:the14--4,?le of coloriiiation, represen?ation of. the
....- peoble'in-.Ra.rlimeil,t:-was increasing in Edgiand. This was

- . .

, .very_difierailt:frOSi)aidWhere the last bit of
_reoreSentatiyeer#s.ent:had died ove:c a hunr years-ed i r

..

' -.earlier.:;.lhe.a:lalisb;-Settlers.brought with '-. em an
awareheSs 61,the.-§rowing ;:ewer of an.e/ectea Abuse of
CoMmons. Spinidk-settlers,brofight an - awareness of tpe
growing rower of the king.

e Best _elected 6:bloniafl'-assemblc was 'established'
in Virginia :in %6l9.- At that4ime, the colony,was still
under the Ccihtal of the Virginia Company. The Virginia
.assembionsISted of 22 eleeted burgesses orreprtsenta-

ts4ofrom-eah settlement. I also consisted of
-:.counoilorp appOinted by the governor and .approved by-the

directors-of.the company, as well_as the governor, who
. s apPkil'pted-by.the directors. In time, theburgesses,

split. off -,thto a separate house, and claimed the power
of taxation in the- colony similar to that of House of
Col ns-1n .Varliament. _The General.Assembly thus came to

Consi:s,t,of'-tswo, houses: a lower house, the House of
'Burgesses, elected by the people; and an upper house,
appotnted bythe governor,-whidh had advisory as well as
legislative-functions. At First, most. of the power was °

-in the -hands of the governor and his council, bit in'time,
Oost-of the legislative,,or lawmaking power was claimed
by the elected loner house.. In 1624; the charter of the

_VItginia Company was-revoked and Virginia-became a`roysal
colony.. The cofoni,a1 assemfly, however, remained part of-
the colonial government'. .

In Massactlysetts Bay, a similar two-house le5islatur6,:
called the General Court, came into being. In the early ,

days only the twelve stockholders of the company
vote-.and they.k&pt of.the power to thenisentes.

t
t

In 644,_the lower.House of Deputies consisted of
two elected memberip fiom each town,,rand an eledted upper.
House of Assistants. These elected assistants, few ,in',

.
number, had replaced the twelve origihal st,ockhOlders, s-
.andwere elected from the entire colony., ad was: fhe

I

/

o4

,./ .
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governor. Theme -who were elected were usually wealthy, .

had great prestige, and were re-elected year after year
foL;lifel

i
a,6.",c

,

The House of Deputies elected their own presiding
officer,'or speaker while the governor *resided fiver the a
House of Assistants. The General Court'was modeled very
mih after the English Parliament.

I - 4.. .

Representative assemblies from Georgia 4,: Nevi Hpmpsnire.
piovided English settlers an opport4unity to opectice self-
government. By `lie time the Englislh colonies proclaimed
independence in 4776,"all colonies had had expetience ih- il

electing their own officials and in making their own laws.

There was also a close tie between local and colonial-
wide government in the English colonies.. The people
elected not only thelr.local officials, but the officials,
of the entire colony as well.

.There were .two main types of ,locai governments, the ,
town in New' England and, the county 'in the South. The New.
England town had many sim4larities with the Mexican town.
Both had been transplanted' from- Europe to the New World.

In the southern colonies, where the Anglican Church
was widely established, the smallest political unit was
the .parish. Tie political boundaries were the same as
the Church bdUndaries. Elected planters seved'on ;the .

vestry, or governing body. They had the pe4er.to -tax for
-the sup1.561-t of the Church, Care of the poor, and education
of the :young. - .

The counties were composed of several parishes,. or
would be the same terri.tory as on large parish.- A number
of.justices%ofthe peace,.who;wre appointed by the
governor, wade; executed, and enforced the laws. -A
county court was usually held once amonth,.at which time
they administered justice and took care of siich masters

as the asses4pent.df,taxes and the .surveying of roads.q-'
Ordeis of the court were carried out by the sheriff:'
Other county officials included the/eurveyer, constable,
and coronet': 'Sessions were held at the county seat,
usually no more than-a courthouse at a convenient.

crossroads. I

,

Every two years, electj.ons from county-were
held for the colonial legisfattle; Property tests were

4.
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universal, but usually so low that even smili farmers could
4 vote. While the large planter:class.was always outnumbered

by small farmers, the political as well as social tone was
set by the glinter class. They were the ones post often
elected to state and local positions.

Q
-Most of the people who settled at first in New EnglAd.

came from English towns. They also came as organized
congregations that elected their own ministers and managed
their own Church affairs. It 'was, theiefore,'natural that

1 they would settle close together in a,town, rather than
scatter out--overithe country as -did southern settlers.
Regular Churches and schooling was" maintained by town
rather. than country settlement.

In some ways, the New England town was similar to the
town .in Mexico. Both Kere governed by elected officials
All of the citizens of the towh had the right to vote.
Levying of taxes, distribution of land, establishment of
schools, and passing of local ordinances were all matters

.

that came before the 'town meetings. Elected selectmen
carried .on.the duties of the town between meetings.

_

As towns grew in size, it became impractical for r
everyone to votegifor every decision.' Many of the duties
which had- beenHandled in the town meeting were transferred
to selectmen acting as the town council (in Mexico, cabildca.

In one important way the New England town was
differelt from the Mexican town. The Ne;vEngland town
meeting -continued"to be convened once each year to select,- .

representatives-to the colonial legislature, The combination'
of town, county, and colonial representative government
provided English colonies with models which were easily
adjusted to the needs of self-government when the United

iLStates became' independent.
,

.
.

.

. t

',The basic form of these Models was outlined in the
chal'ter of the colony.: The, charter was a grant which set
forth the organization and powers of the colonial,
government. When the Colonies became independent, they ,
were already familiar with the idea of co titutkons. So.

suitable were the charters
,

of,COnnectiOut nd Rgode, Island,
which-had an elected governor as well as a eActedt
l'egiSlature, that pnly minor amendment' we e nec essary.

English colonists also weie_ penal. ted to attain more
experience in the administration of their oolonfal

f
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governments. In Mexico, all high positions were filled by
men who had been born in Spain. They were sent to the
colonies to rule the Spanish colonists because taip king
thought hd`could trust them more than he could SOaniards.
born'in 'the colonies. The Spaniards born in Spain were
called fr'rzohuT,inee, whereas the Mexican-born Spanish were
kAown as.7reoL.sz. Because :r.c,c,7,es were not,.perinitted to
serve in positions of leadership, they became disinterested
In politics and in the affairs of government. They felt
that it was something that did not concern them. When
independence came to Mexico, most :reo:es lacked experience
in public administration which would have been helpful to
the.succeSs of the new government. After independence,

were ordered out of the country. Mexico thus
lost many of the people who- were skilled in government and
business.

the English colonies, most of the 'high officials
...fere born in England. But colonials, men born in the
colonies; could rise to the, highest offices in the country.
In 1691, the king appointed a New England man, Sir Edmund.
Phips, as governor- of MassachusettS under the new royal
charter. Thomas Hutchinson,- born in S'oston in 1711, was
the last royal governor of Massachusetts. Tne charter
colonies, Connecticut and Rhode Island., elected their
governor from the citizens of,the colony. Benjamin
Franklin served as postmaster general of the colonies.
Colonials were freauently'appoirited as 'deputies to carry
on the work in7s4e`6141onies while the actual office
holder stayed in England. In these ways, Americans learned
much of the practical experience of government.,

ft When the movement for independdrie came, it was
natural for people born in the colonies to feel more
American than-more recent arrivals from England,. .0n the
other hand, native born Englishmen,, such as Thomes Paine,

.14e-re for American independence. When the break came;
there were many American-born-English who remained loyal

JS- to England. ,It was not until after a year of fighting
that the-colonies finally moved to become independent in) .,

1776. Loyalists, people who suppor'ted England in the
United States, lost lands and property, jest as did
Gachup nea had in Mexico.

4

1E9

.1 a ;.)
Ti*



w

Social Class and Revolution in Mexico
and the United States

Section Organizer

The political institutions of a culture are influenced
by the distribution of wealth and the division of a
populatilon into social-classes., In Mexico, there had
developed during, the Colonial Period three privileged
classes--large landowner, Church, and army. .At first, they
opposed revolution in Mexico. Then, in 1821, they
supported revolution asa means to preserve their
prixileges. Indeperldence came to Mexico as a reaction of
these groups to the efforts of the Indians an& mestizos
to get .land. ;e

In the United States, property was more widely
distributed. People of all Classes were patriot who
wanted independence, Tories whd were loyal to t .king,:
and others who were indifferent. Independence came to
the United States primarily as a political, rather than
social class-, revolution.

j
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bSocial'Class and Revolution in Mexico

1.0

During the early years of the nineteenth century,
Rexido prospered. Then a series of events took place
wish destroyed the stability. of the government.
Charles IV was forced to give up the throne, France
invaded Spain, and Napoleon atteFpted to place flis :brother
oh the Spanish throne. Here was an issue that the American
colonists did not have to face- -the question of a legal
government.

t$The Revolution in Mexico was a class strugglethe
rich against the poor. The Indtans and who were
poor and landless had little to lose and 'much to gaiin from
a revolution. The first to lead them in battle was
Father Hidalgo, a, . priest. He and his followers
wanted freedom from Spain and-land or the people. Hidalgo
was betrayed, captured,. and shot. Another priest, Morelos,
took his place and was also captured and shot. Thus; the
landless. class, thp Indians and , were defeated*b
the wealthy landowners, the Spanish and .

-When Independence finally came in.1821, it was not won
by the poor landless clads. It was won by 'the . who
wanted to maintain their wealth, privileges, and ppwery
the revolted because it appearedthat the governme t
of Spain was about to be overthrown. This wound mean that
the Constitution of 1812 would be reinstated and the_
would lose their wealth, privileges, and power. They
believed that independence would protect their positioh.

United States .\

/-
When the United States had obtained its independence,

it began with a stable government. Tilis was not the case
in Mexico. The government of Mexico was overthrown many
times during the 'neteenth cerftury. This instability
resulted:largely cause the independence moveme

li
2 in

LMexic6 was split ong economic and social class lines.
The issue of clag and privileges in Me'lican society was I
not settled in 1821;'it was merely postponed.

171
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Stable .Political Development '-in the_ United States

r

Section Organizer

'Except fOr the Civil3War, political changes in the
United States have taken, place in an,orderly fishion.1
Tie Constitution of 1787 was ratified; or -approved, bk
the various states. A bill of Rights was added to the
Constitution in the form of the fiiSt Ten Amendments.
Amendments XIX, XIV, and XV were passed to protect the
rights of the people.

more impprtant titan formal amendment of the
Constitution has been amendment by interpretation of the
courts. 114this_way the Constitution meets changing
conditions. Milch American political stability reflects
the fact that the ileels of the ,American Revolution were
the moderate ideals'of the Glorious Revolution of 1689-.
These ideals, included legislative supremacy and the rights .

of.property.\
D.
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.Stable Political 'Development if the United States
_ r

:Next to England the ignited States hIthe oldest; '.
government in the world. Politicd1 .1dPvelopment,has-been ._-,
-stable. This has resulted as much from an attitufde-towai-d
government as well, as the practical-organization 'of
government,,'-.What was-this attitUde toward government?.

Englandlwent through a revolutionary periodin-the,
seventeenth-century. It ended in the Glorious Revollition
of 1689. Parliament got rid.of: James s-II and brought in
William of Orange as king. From!tfiatime !forward an-
elected _legislative body would have supreMe.power. The'
ideas of the Glorious Revolution were explained by an
English writer, John Locke. He gave-a justification for
revolution in his Treatise on Civil Government. Some of
his, ideas were: stable gov;Fnment is necessary to protect
the property and happiness ?f man; governments depend on a -

contract made by the people among themselves; -and .

governments can he abolished and a new one'set up if they
violate their contract with the people. ,Other ideas were
that the, powers of government should. e separated into .1
legislative, executive, and judicial 'functions so:tnat
no one man would have too much power.

- _
'a

-

The AmeriOan revolltionaries used as their model the
Glorious Revolution of 16h. They did not set out to
destroy the old order. They set out only tooenp British
control. They kept t e British common-law-and the British

'Agislative syste hey kept the Attitude that rule
should be,based n majOr4y:_election of representatives,
not militaiy force. And they believed in writing up the
agreement among people to have a governMent in the form of
a contract,or constitution.

The Americans -fought the RevolutionaryMar mainly as
an informal alliance: Each state was equally. represented
'in-the war,Congress, the Second Continental Congress,
which met in 1776. From the beginning, the Am ricans
knew-they would,have to invent a new kind of g vernment.
They had to have a national government to take careof
international and other matters Of national co cern..
here were thirteen separate states, some very large, like

- Virginia, and 'some very small, like Rhode Island.

o
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. The first constitution of the United States was the
,ArticIes of Confederation. it went into effect in 1781.
It had a national congress in which the stateswere
equally represented. iDt did not have an eleetedipresident
or national judges. The national government under the
Articles had the major national powers-7-war, peace,
international relations--but it-had no machinery of
government. it had to depend on the- -state goveramgnts for
the allocation of ftnds and the enforOement of national'
laws.

Thfngi did' notliseem" to-go.so well according to some
leaders. The national gpver.ntherrtc could not collect taxesand could not regulate trade and business among the states.
In 17$7,, the Congress authorized delegates to meet in
Philadelphia to amend the Articles. The delegates decided
to write a-new constitution. 'The Constitution went into--Neffect when ratified or approved by nine states. Eventually
all thirteen states ratified the Constittition and joined the.

new Uni on.

The government under this constitution has been called
a federal government. A federal government is based on.asharing of powers between different governments.- There isone national govenment. It has power over the whole
country. UAder theArticles, the national Congress had to
ask the states to supply their share of money for the
national goverftmegt. Under the Constitution, the national,
Congress has the authOrity to 'clic the people of the country.It has itsown tax.collection service.

)6"e-states are part-of.the federal system, but are not
.

part of..the national government. Each state has its ownseparate governmeat. It has,powers which the national
government does not\have. The-states'are important tn.uthe
federal sy'S'tem of the United States of America because theywere once indepepdent colonies and states. .

.-.
Not all Teopl in the United States wanted the new

Constitution of 1787. The'peoplewhd wanted a stronger
,

national government took the naine "Federalists." Later .
people who did not want such 4 strong government took-the*. -

,name "Republ'cans. This was the,beginning of political
. :'parties. Although there were differences of opinioh about.

governthent, Americans=follord the. rule of.
,-the majority

.,.until the'Civil War.

t
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Abraham Lincoln was elected Pretident in 1860. He did,
not start out to set the 'slaves tree. He Wanted .--to limit
the further growth'of slavery. But South CarOlina and some
other states refused to accept the rule-of law. They. -
refused*to accept the results of the election and tried to
secede fiom thelUnion.. Lineoln did not believe that a -

state could secede. He *was willing to use force keep') the states in the Union. The- southern slave states formed
a government called the Confederate States of Amerilca.
They fought the.government of the United States fozi four
years from 1861 to 1865. The South lost the war and their
economy was in ruins. The South was forced to accept three
war amendments,. The XI freed the slaves, the XIV put the
citizen& of states under'the national Bill of RightS,And*,
the XV gave Negroes the right to vote. The Civil War
changed the United States from a free association o,statesto a 4ational union. The-form of state government's were
kept, but there was no longer any doubt as to the main: power
in the United States. It was the national government.

After the Civil War, big buiiness expanded greatly in
the United States under the protection of the' national and
state governments. During this same time period, big
bUtiness Was %also expanding. iii Mexico, under -the directionof President Diaz Most 'of this expansion'in Mdxico was a

''result of foreign investments which were encouraged by Diaz.

A reaction to thit trend in Mexico and the United
States occurred during the 1$30s when Roosevelt and
Cardenas'werePresidents Of their respective countries.
These Presidents, were concerned with the needs of the

- people and many social reforms took place in both countries
during their terms ip office. The world depretsion of the
1930s createda demand for-social services and cqntributed
to,the changes in the political institutions of Mexico and
the United States.

1 Except for the Civil War, there has never been any .

.

'-' serious challenge to the rule of law in the United States.-Elected governors and presidents have served-their termsof office, and have been replaced at the end of their terms.43y duly ielected officials.* ; .

C

7
.

There
Presidents
,Preidents
-Presidents
RooseVelt,

T.

have been threats tb the Zives of -United States
,,however. Assassins have taken the lives of
Lincoln,- Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy, ana
Jackson, Theodore*Roosevelt, Franklin D.
:and Truman have been the arget of attempted

C
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assassinitiops...These acts appear to' be the work of ,
. mentally -1-13 individuals "rather than organized political- .movements. '

-..-
.

...

.

To Maintain political stability' it- is always necessary
'to be committed_Ao.the rule6of law.
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;Instability, Reform, Reaction, and Revoldtion in MeXico

Section Organizer

4

For a hundred years,3fter Indeoendence, the political
institutions of Mexico continued to be Very unstable.
Lawlessness, Nreign wars, civil war, and foreign
interference cieated oroblemt for the country for
fifty years. Constitutional reform under President
Juarez was cut short by his death. A long period of .

stability and peace came with the dictatorshi of Porfirio
Diz. But it did not improve the livps of the people. In
-1910, the Mr.exican Revolution began. It burst over the
country like the waters of a dam--violent and destructive.
The social objectives of Independence, delayed a hundred
'gears, were written into the Constitution of 1917. This
pnstitution is a platform of social action designed to
"improve the lives of the people. But it was not dptil the
1930i that the Revolution was stabilised and many improve-
ments were actually made.

6
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Instability, Reform, Reaction and Revolution in Mexico

For" over in years, between 1821 and 1930, the
political institutions of Mexico were unstable..

-Between no .1855 tne goVer=et--t-- of 7r.eXi7.4.Z5- changed

:Many times. Iturbide declared hirselfEtTeror of Mexico in
1821. He made many mtstakes, committed many Violent deeds,
and even dissolved the congress. in 1824 he was captured

. and executed.

A federal rePublic, modeled after, that of the United
States, was then adopted. -A federal constitution was

- written which roved bad for Mexico. There was no tradition
of self-government at the state level. The state goverilors
often acted independently of the' federal_ government. The
people were deeply divided overthe privileges of the
church, the ownership of land, and the authority of the
army. at that time, the aLi,Ly had the power to settle

.-disagreerents in the.government. The government-1'4as over-;
thrown several: ties while people with different beliefs
struggied-for power. puring this period Of instability,

one constitutionally elected President served his term.

The *.stimnoitant. person 'of this long period was,
Santa Arn)a, who,xas President o'f,Mexic0.sik different
times. , It was during his term o-f, office that het -lost ali.
of "northern Mexico to the United Stateexis and the
southwest- -were lost by war and Metilla waisdld:to the
'UnitedStates. 'Many:people,believe that'Santa'Anna and
other leaders,during-that.period used their high off:ice's ,

for their own personalsleatire and Profit rather than'
. for the good of the country.,:Ofteli"they,The supported

by the people who warted to- hO.1.d '0 to their old drivileges.

One of the Est MexiCan -Presidents,
.8-enitoJUaez;-:).ed MekiCo twice betweed'1852 and_ l$72.
Juarez Was-:a: --Indianrwho'became a Iai4yer
before he .assumed-the, Presidency-.: He ,tried to establish
the rule of law; and is' to Mexico what Lincoln is-to-the-,
United Statet.

In 18556antaAnna was ouste-AYfromoffice",and a new'
constitution wasyritteriin..1.85I.-- This Constitutiom, as
with previous ;constitutions, - prohibited the Church from
owning poperty and limited'the ppwer of-the'atmY,
lands, whitilt'belonged.to groups of Indians, were divided'

. up, because, the government,thought that private ownership
would.help the. eConomy,:

-
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The Church did rfct accept the reform, and civil war
broke out. Unlike the previous period, however, Juarez
kept up a:government under the Constitution of 1857 which
claimed to be the legal goVernment. When Juarez and his
followers were winning the civil war, the conservatives
who fought against ght::.n. the rror,ri-1 Th=7

Maximilian as Emperor of Mexico and he served in this
office from 1864 until 1867. He thought that the Mexicans
really wanted bin-to he their eror and he followed
many of the policies of Juarez, which angered the

conservatives. Maximilian refused tc lea-.,e'the country
yhen the French soldiets left', and he was captured and
shot. Juarez cane back to power and was President until
his death in 1872. He str-..,cgled mig.r:t117 to bring law

and order to Mexico.

After Juarei' death, one conservatives again con -r-,1 Pd

the government. The arry, tne Church, and the hig land-
.

holders regained theu.r power. The land whicn had been
taken away fr6M. tne Ch.:rch and the In,dian :'=Laces during
Juarez' Presidency, ended up in the :.ands of weal-thv pen.
,who, sold it to others who were wealthy. 3y the tsme the
Revolution came :n 1910 most of Mexico's people were
lar4less.

In 1876 Porfrio Diaz beoaiae Presid t cf Mexico.*
He was several times'and held ffioe until the
Revolution of 1910. He did not permit people to disagree
with his policies and used his rura:s, a paid group of
men, who beat up or killed, those who opposed him.

'Diaz increased the economic development of Mexico by
bringing in foreign investors but he ignored the social
needs of the people. Only the foreigners and wealthy

---Mexican businessmen benefitted from his policies. buring
-the same period, business, rather than the working man,
was prospering in the United States, as well in Mexico.
The United-States courts were supporting industry rather
than the labor unions.

In 1910, almost 89 years after Independence, the
Xxican Revolution broke out. It be4,in with the claim of

re- election" by Francisco Madero, the son of a large
.;landowning family.

MaderO'S belief that Presidents shOdad not be re-elected
attracted followers from throughout the country. Many of
them became important leaders in Mexico. Among them were
Alvaro Obregon in the state of Sonora,.Pancho Villa in

_Chihuahua, and Venustiano Carranza in Coahuila. Emiliano
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Zapata in Morelos soon :cined the Reol.itton by burning
;:=..*--1..21F and giving land to his Indian followers. The
federal army under.Diaz wa6 unable to stop the rebellion.
Madeet was elected President in 191.1 and Diaz left the
coup *r: in

4,"

The Revolution. as with the war of independence 100
years earlier, incl-aded people with many different beliefs.
There were adventurers who wantd lc,Ot, politicians who
wanted power, and peasants who wanted land. These people
tattled one another and President Madero was killed by the
followers of 7ictoriano Huerta who took over the country
only to be driven into exile as Diaz had been.

CA.,-ranza .` -,=came President P.m.ch,- Va and
Zar,ata Killed du-ing a far power. He was replaced
by Ctregon followed hy Calles. was assassinated
in 1928. Thus...1, of tne leaders of the Revolution met
violent death bv ru-der.

The Presidents were driven fror office and killed but
the Revolution was achieved. The Constitu.tion of 1917 kept
the federal form of government, but its most remarkable
achievements were the articles dealing 4j.'th labor and land
reform. The Constitution called for large to be
divided up and given to the landless peasants. Mexico had
apparently achieved political stability. But the control
of the country by Calles was too much like the old days of
peace under Diaz.

In the early 1920's under the Presidency of Obregon,
an attempt was made to start the social reform promised in
the Constitution of 1917. Obregon tried to begina program
of free public education. He encouraged labor to organize
into unions, and he attempted to divide up:the
and give it to the people.

Calles, who became President after Obregon, continued
distributing land to the poor, built highways, started
irrigation projects, and established a national bank. But
all of his efforts-were not for the'benefit of Mexico.
Many of his decisions were made to increase his own wealth
and power and history books do not speak well.pf him.

Larzaro Cardenas; who served as PreSident from 1934 -
3,940, accelerated the4eistribution of land to the poor and
nationalized many industries. To nationalize means that
`the government takes over industries or businesses that
were privately Owned. The property of foreign i,nvestors,'
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including United States citizens who controlled-the
industry, were expropriated. This means that-they 12.4e-i-Z---
the rights to the oil industry taken -away from them by
the Mexican 'government.

At the same-ti7P that Mexico was speeding up its social
changes, the United States was going through somewhat
similar chniges through the New deal. Both Mexico an. Lire
United States owe much of their most advanced social and
economic legislation-to this period.

Since the 1920's, Yexico has enjd?ed a _ government.
Political changes now take place through Procedures .

established in the Constitution rather than by revblt or
civil war. For the past 50 years the army, whidh played
such a large role in the unstable period, has been
relatively*unimportant. The supremecy ofthe civil
government has been established in Mexico.
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The Contemporary Political` Heritage.
United States and Mexico

Section Organizer

The present day governments of the United States and
Mexico are both federal,"conititutional repiblics with
elected presidents for limited terms of office. In both
countries there is a three-way division of executive,
legislative, and judicial powers. There are political
parties in both countries.

The' similarities are not as'important as the._
differences, In the United States, the federal system
is more a reality than in Mexico. For many .years,* state
governments in Mexico have been under the national
goliernment. In Mexico, the powers of the president are
so great that he might be regarded as an elected dictator,
Thp legislative branch does not have equal power with the
President. Ifi the United States, the Congress and'the
judiciary are equal branches of gdvernment, although in
recent years the-President has become more influential in
legislative as well as executive matters.

In the United States, there are two' major national
political parties. At the national level, these are
merely smaller gimps .joined together to the presidency.
Mexico is a one-party state in which the Revolution is
institutionalized in the official party--the Partido
Revolucionario Institucional. As in the United States,,
the military forces no longer play an important role in
Mexican politics.

In-political-economic action, Mexico appears to be
more inclined toward socialism whereas the United States
still inclines toward Capitalism. Socialism in Mexico
means government control, ownership, and operation of
many industries and services. Capitalism in the United
States means private control, ownership, and operation
of industries'and services. As a matter of fact, these
distinctions become blurred. Both countries contain
elements of socialism and capitalism. Modern day economics
tend to be political economies. Government decision is
highly influential in both countries.
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'-... THE CONTEMPORARY POILITICAL HERITAGE:
UnITED ST ,S AND MEXICO

In this concluding section, some genere-1--eenharis------t-
wi11 be made of political institutions in Mekico and the
United States. Contrasts sometimes lead to overgeneral-
izations, that is, the differences seem. greater than.they
really are. It is thought, however,'that these contrasts
will help the reader appreciate how the difference in the
history of Mexico and the United States is reflected in
the processbs by which thegovernment is operated.

Constitution

Mexico and the United States both have federal
constitutions. Mexico's dates from 1917 and is easily
amended. The United States Constitution dates from
1787 and is very difficult to amend. But the Constitution
of the UnitedStates is more than the seven articles and
26 amendments. This results from the fact that the
"living" or real-constitution-is much wider in scope than
in the original constitution: For'example, the
Constitution only gives the power to declare war to the
Congress. The President is said,to be the comvander-in-

, chief. _Under one interpretation of presidential power,
presidents have committed Americans to overseas engagements
and wars, as in the Vietnm War. The President, the courts,
and Congress interpret and expand the meaning of the
constitution.

There is .a majoir. difference in the torte of the-American
and Mexican constitutions. The lhated States Constitution
of 1787 was drafted to try to make a stronger national

.

government. It emphasizes the organizational aspects of
government. The Mexican Constitution of 1917 came in a
period of social and economic change as well as political
change., Its most important articles are perhaps 27 and
123. These outline a broad program of farm and labor
reform. Individual rights are less important than the
rights. of the state. Another part of the Constitution,.
article 3, says 'that religious organizations may have
nothin t:o do with elementary education. Similar
provisions are not found in the United States Constitution
of 17&7. These were not major concerns of the American
people of that time. Today thehational government provideg
much educational assistance to states,' even though the
word eduCation is riot mentioned in the Constitution.,
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Federal System

The United States federal system is ::ode up of 50 state
governments and a national government. Mexico's federal
system is made up of 29 state governments-and a national
government. Thete is also a federal district in each

thddapital city is located.

The federal government of Mexico was modeled after the
United States. As noted before, the provinces of Mexico
were not self-governing units prior to Independence as were
the Engfish colonies. They were Merely divisions of the
Mexican administration.

The President of the United States. has no control over
a state governor. A state government is not part of the
national admini_stration. In Mexico, the state governments
are more closely tied to the national government. A
combination of powers makes It possible for the President
of Mexico to interfere in state aeministrations in a way
that is not possible in the United States.' In recent
years, the state governments seem to get less interference
from the national government. This is taken as a sign
that the people of Mexico are beginning to make the federal
system work for them.

President

There is an elected president in both countries. The
President of Mexico is li'tited to one six-year term
(remember the revolutionary cry No re- election: "); the
twenty-second amendment to the United Stites Constitution
liMits the President to two four-year terms. These
restrictions on term reflect an attitude-that came after
the Diaz and Roosevelt regimes -no man should be in office
term after term.

The Presidents of Mexico and the United States are both,
head of state and head" of government. This means that the'
President takes care of both the ceremonial functions, as
does the Queen for England, but also the governmental jobs,
which in England, are carried out by the Prime Minister.

Both offices are very 'powerful offices, but the
Mexican President has even greater power in his country .

than the President of the United States- does in this
Country. The President of Mexico has not only broad
powers of appointment of'officials andcontrol of finance.
He also has powers of legislation. The President can
issue basic rulesreglamentowhich have the same force
of .a laW'passed by.Congress. This is the form in Which
much- of Mexican law appears.
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The Mexican Predident also controls the Partido
Revolucionario InstitueiOnal 1PRI). Since this ins theenajor
party in the Congress,. ii is easy for the President to get-.
laws-pa4ed that be wants. The President of Mexico has
"sometime been said to h4ve the pawer,s of a temporary
dictator.

Political Parties

Mexico is. a one party sWte, with an official or
goveinment party. It is the Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI). Other parties are Permitted, but
nopination by the PRI is the same thing as election.
Severtheless, presidential candidates of the PRI tour
even thelback sections of the country; bringing the PRI
message-to the vAers,

The United States has for years been a two party state.
The two,major partiessince the Civil War gave been the
Democratic and Republican Parties. But in the United
States; there is no strong national orgarkization.. People
calling themselves Democrats or Republicans can run in a
local or state party primary. The local and state
parties unite every four years to elect a President. The
President elected by the successful party is regarded as
the head of party, but he cannot dictate to state or local
party officials. If a President wishes to run for a
second term--and he usually does--he is usually nominated-
by his-party=.. He has every advantage. But he does not
pick his successor. -

-"t

In Mexico, the PRI not only chooses people for
appointiVe positions, but it chooses people for elective
positions. The President controls the PRI and appoints
the head of the party's executive committee. Also, the
'President, after consultation with party officials,
selects his own successor. Three sectors are, represented
in the party--farm, city worker, and popular. In the
early 1940's, the army sector of the party was disbanded.
The PRI fills an educational, communication, and political
function not found in' parties in the United States.

Congress

*Mexico and the United States both have national
congresses and'state legislative bodies. In each country,
the congress is bi-cameral, made up of two houses. The
lower house in Mexico is called the Chamber of Deputies;
in the United States, House of Representatives. Lower
house representation is based on population in both
countries. The upper house in both countries is called
the Senate, with two senators from each State.
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But Congress in Mexico doeg-not have the importance
that Congress ns in the United States. Congress in the
United States has always been jealous of the powers of
the President. It controls legislation. Sometimes when
the President and Congress are in agreement, legislation
Will be gassed very quiCkly. When-the 'President
Congress belong to different parties - -as during the
Eisenhower and Nixon aaministrationsthe Congress may
not pass legislationdesieed by the President.

In contrast, the Congress of Mexico is a 'weak body.
It does not meet very often. Congress is'dominated by
the Pre'sident through the.PRI. On paper, the-Chamber of
Deputies is very powerful. It has the power to pass
the budget and initiate tax bills. This was the way that
the English Parliament and the colonial assemblies expanded
their power.

But in Mexico it seems that the people have come to
prefer the tradition of a strong Predident. The President
of Mexic0,'after all, replaced the office of viceroy.

Judiciary

Mexico and the United States both have an appointed
supreme court. The terms of office of judge's in both '

countries are for life. There are district and circuit
courts in both countries.

There are two important differences in the judiciary
in the United States and Mexico. In the United States,
the judiciary claimed to be an equal branch of government.'
Under Chief Justice Marshall, the Supreme Court set the
prededent of declaring laws or acts of the President
unconstitutional. IntMexico, the Supreme Court does not
claim such a right. It only suspends the application of
thetiaw in the particular case being reviewed.

The Supreme Court of Mexico has 21 judges and sits in
four divisions -- penal, civil,. administrative, and labor.
The United States Supreme Coqrt,has nine judges that sit
as one court. A decision of the Mexican Supreme Court
does not become bidding-on lower courts until after five
consecutive decisions on an issue. In the United States,
a decision of the Supreme Court is b.inding on lower
courts after one decision.
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Army

o'

ti

The army no longer plays the dominant role.in Mexico
that itonce did.. Since 1920, no President has gained
office through the army. Two army revolts, one in
1928 and 1938, failed. Today, Mexico spends much ess on
the national budget for defense services than does the
United States. Whereas almost half of the nationa budgetis spent on defense in the United States, less tha 15
per cent is spent for defense in Mexico." During W ld WarII, the Mexican Army was reorganized along U. S. militarylines. Today the Mexican Army serves primarily as
internal security force. In contrast to the United States,
the Mexican Army is also active in civic projects, s ch as
reforestation and public health services. -

The Army and the Navy in the United States'haye - lwaysbeen subject to civil power. Since, World, War. II, the
defense forces have enjoyed a much larger share'of-th
national budget--almost 50%. Service-las a peacetime fficerhas carried new prestige. Political candidates from
Jackson to Eisenhower found:a successful military carer ahelp rather than a burden. The military has never tri d to
influence politidal outcomes, although some officers h ye
been outspoken in their.political views.

Church

I.

For almost,the.entire history of Mexico, the
institution of the Church was long dominant in political

affairs. It was not until the late 1920s that the
political influence of the Church was finally destroyed.
Today, as in the past, the vast majority of Mexicans are
Roman Catholic and are loyal to their faith. In every d
politics, hbwever, the Church no loriger attempts to
influence political decisions. The role of the Church
today is more nearly like that of the various religio
bodies in the United States.

Religion, as an organized institution, stopped being
a political force in the'United States long ago. Political '
attitudes are nevertheless still influenced by religious
beliefs. However, acts of religious prejudices are
usually not encouraged, and religious discrimination is
unconstitutional.
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Socialism and Capitalism kr)
Mexico has manytgovernment controlled corporations.

"The railways and the petroleum,industries are two
nationalized industries . Much land in Mexico has been
nationalized, compensation paid, and dis%ribution made
to ejiditarios, or Tarmeks: Mexico is me inclined to
Use-government ownership as a solution to economic-,
political prctiOems than is the United States. The
tradition, Ilotqever, is very old. According o Spanish law,
subsoil rights-Iminerals and underground wa ers-- belonged
to,the crown and did not go with ownership the topsoil. .00.

It has lee easy for Mexicans to e3ftend t s ea to many
fields of government, so t at politics and business
Mexico have become closely interwoven.

There are many examples of govtrnment corporations in
the United States. The Tqpnessee Valley Authority is one
of the best known. The TVA tried td do for thegennessee
-area what President Carderlas did in the Laguna district of
Durango, Mexido. But on the whole; the United States'

.'approach has been largely directed toward the regulation
of business rather'than toward the ownership of business.

In time, these distinctions:do t seem so important.
More importahtare the protections p Med workers, :-
consumers, businessmeno the general e onomy, andtpolitical
'btability. Thus today both Mexico an the United States
have things which might b called socialistic and
dapita.listic. Most modern economies are, in fact,"
.political economies. Economics depen on the goverment as
well as production and marketing factors. 'Today, as in

.
much of the world, the political economies of Mexico and
the United States are mixed economies. As in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, government and businessman and
government and farmer 'are once more partners.in making a
living and producing taxes to support the government. In
doing this, they help keep the economy going.
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Summary

. This chapter has described the diffusion of Spanish and
English political institution* to the'New World. It has
described the Sasic..continuity of the Spanish heritage in /
the developtent of Mexican institutions and a similar
continuity in English institutions in the development 'of.
the United States. Both coup ies, hoWever, invented new
political traits after Indepe dente to fit to the particular
cultures and needs of each co try. Thus while today there are
many similarities in the outw rd forms of gQyernment in the
two countries, there are many variations in the political
traits of the two countries. A fundamental part of this-trait
variation is the historical difference in attitude toward
r.eidLesentative governm4nt and democratic institutions. Each
country,'however, has developed the political institutions
which are most suitable to its culture and its needs.
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