*
*
*
o
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available
*
%
*
*

. .. " | DOCUMENT RESURE  * : -

L]

ED 128 366 . Q RC 009 268 .

AUTHOR N l Ya221e, Ethelou- ' !

TITLE = . . Navajo Wisdom and Traditions. '

PUB DATE 27 Nov 75 ’ ’

NOTE - 34p.; PapPer presented to the International Conference
’ o ~on the Unity of the.Sciences (4th, New York city, New

N York, November 27-30, 1975) .
EDRS PRICE. MF-$0.83 HC-$2.06 Plus Postage.
DESCRTIPTORS *American Indlans. Beliefs; *Cultural Background;

, *Cultural Context; Ethnology; *Folk Culture; Legends;f
: - Moral Values; Mythology; *Oral History; Proverbs; '
Role Models; Social History;  Sociocultural Patterns;
Tales 4 . ~
IDENTIFIERS *Navajos ’ ' Y . . <
ABSTRACT , | ) C .
The oral 11terature of the Navajo people generally
falls into two categories: the sacred stories and the folk tales,,
which often, but not alvays, point a moral.:Sacred stories relate the
Navajo's emergence history. These stories tell how the unlqisze holds
t

o
’

two kinds of people: the "Earth Surface People"™ (both living )and '
dead) and the "Holy People" (powerful, mysterious beings th belong
to the Sacred World). While the Holy People who travel omn liyhtning,
sunbeams, and rainbows are very powerful, tley are not all-knowing,
all-powerful, and all-good. They make mistakes,and have human
emotions. They can be ipvoked, supplicated, propltlated, and coerced
to help the people of the tribe, or to»cease ‘doing .damage. The Holy .
People also serve as ideals of behavior  for the Navajo, people to
follow or emulate. Although the sacred stories differ from story
teller to story teller and from time to time, the outstanding lesson
remains the same. Basic, lessons tauqﬁt by these stories are: the °
universe is a very dangerous place; survive you must maintain °
order 1nnthose areas-of life that you can control; avoid quarreling,
avoid excéss, and stay in harmony‘with your community and with
nature; be wary 6f non-relatives; when in a new arnd dangerous

B

. situation, do nothing; and if the situation is really dangg¢rous,

escape. (AUTHOR/NQ)
/

1

******************************#@**************************t********é***
, Documents .acquired by-ERIC include many informal unpublished
materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of narginal
reproducibility are often encountered and this affects_tge quality

via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is mot
responsible for.fthe quality of the or191na1 document. Reproductions

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
*************i****************x***************************************

[

R % KK R R %

.




US DEPARTMENT OF MEALTH .
EDUCATION A WELFANG -
NATIDNAL INSTITUTE OF ’
EDUCATION ' '

THIS DOCUMENT mas EEN y

DUCED EXACTLY a3 ne’c‘eweuniz?)z v ’
THE PERSON OR ORGA 1IZATION ORIGIN.
ATING 1Y POINTS os(ﬁew OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARIL Y REPRE.
SENTORFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUC'ATION POSITION OR POLICY

"mavajo Wisdom and Traditions , .-

P ’ by - . A
i : ‘e i . ] } .
' Ethelow Yazzie, Director
0O . Rough Rock Demonstration Schovl
NN ‘ L - .
S s ' Many Farms’, Arizona 86538 .
=i )
T : -
. Y‘ | |
- . | ‘ - . |
[ S . :
. . . )
. & *
‘(\
: ‘o S -
- ‘ " *
N .
. 12
( Paper Presented to the Foﬁhth International,
: ." Conference on the Unity of the Sciences,
~T>Q§ ’ ' New York City, November 27-30, 1975.
. Xy { ‘
. I\ . ‘ ‘_ :
D A
. E 1 . . ’ .
< - ,
W\ ".4 . ’ #
. ' (Al
O s [ :,. i fat

v -
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

ERIC . . N '. e

3 . o L] . 2,

FX




« .
EVEN "THOUGH THERE ARE SOME TWO HUNDRED HATIVE AMERICAN
TRIBES IN TJE"%NITED STATES,~IHEY SHARE THE SAME BASIC

BELIEFS., THEIR TRADITIONS ARE SIMILAR =- THEIR LESSONS’

THE SAME. BECAUSE THE HATIVE AMERICAN LIVED AND LIVES CLOSE'

| .
TO THE €ARTH, DIFFERENT ENVIROAMENTS AND CLIMATES HAVE HAD

-~ -

/

THEIR EFFECTS 04 THE STORIES, )

” N

{ EACH ENVIRONMENT PRODUCES. A DIFFERENT KIND AND TYPE ©
OF CHARACTER. THE ALASKAN ESKIMO BIRDS TAKE THE ROLES AHAT

WAVAJO ANIMALS TAKE IN OUR ORAL HISTORY. NAVAJO CLAN SYSTEMS

: 4
DEVELOPED GEOGRAPHICALLY, A@DiTHE CLANS ARE PLACE NAMES, v
.~ 3 . .

-

IS

EACH CLAN HAS A FAMIEY STORY THAT CONCERNS THE RELATIONSH

+

THE FAMILY HAD IN. PRE-HISTORY WITH .THE HoLy PeoPLE.

THOUGH GEOGRAPHICALLY IN A SIMILAR ENVIRONMENT TO
\ - . . " ~ -
-OURS TODAY. THE HOPL CLANS KXRE ANIMAL AND ASTRONOMIC I. E.

u * THE BEAR CLAN, THE MOON CLAN, WHILE OURS ARE PLACE NAMES.

o

- PERHAPS TO EMPHASIZ®E;THE LOCATIONS OF THE NKVAUO FAMILIES

] ' »

/g;RING‘I TIME OF'NOMADiC TRAVEL FROM PLACE TO PLACE. (AND

. -‘ . j‘

»




«

FROI1 WORLD TO WORLD.)

v
‘4

- THE TRADITIONAL TRUTH AND HISTORY OF THE NAVAJO

L]

PEOPLE IS WOVEN THRéUGH OUR DAILY LIFE Aé THE DESIGN IN ONE

s

OF OUR RUGS, THE COLORS AND THE PATTERNS OF THE- STORIES

ARE INSEPARABLE FROM THE FABRIG OF LIFE ITSELF. AND THE

_ STORIES WERE AND ARE TRANSMITTED AS PART OF THE DAILY LIFE,
\ : { . |
THE CONVERSATIONS AYD STORIES THAT GO ON DURJNG THE DAILY
\\ N .

»PROEESS DEFINE OUR WAY OF LIFE., EVEN AS WE LIVE IT,
v .

THE STORIES AND TRADITIONS WERE DEVELOPED AND WERE

: <.
REPEATED., WITH NO-THOUGHT THAT SOMEDAY IT WOULD ALL BE HISTORY,

- R '

AS TODAY, THERE IS NO THOUGHT THAT AS SUCH. WE ARE LIVING.

P

HISTORY., BUT THERE IS AN AWARENESS, THAT THIS IS THE WAY
. Q f

THINGS ARE DONE -- THE WAY THINGS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DONE.

- N _— \
THERE IS ONE RIGHT WAY -- THE WAY OF HARﬂONY‘AND BEAUTY,

A CULTURE THAT RELIES PREDOMINATELY QN ORAL HISTORY:

TO CONTINUE ITS TRADITION FINDS THAT WHENEVER STORIES ARE .

——
\
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TOLD, THEY ARE CHANGED BY THE PERSONALITY OF THE STORY TELLER,

7 B
‘ i
. - ‘ ‘

b

EXCEPT FOR THE SACRED CEREMONIES THEMSELVES, WE. EUST ASSUME

‘ . : ’ ‘ ,
THAT THE STDRIES RECOUNTED IN NAVAJG HISTORY HAVE BEé:\\\\\g .

(::ELABORATED OVER THE YEARE “EXPANDED, AND OTHERWISE CHANGED

N

# Y
FROM THE ORIGINAL ACCOUNTS. . : k
JE MUST ALSO ASSUME THAT SOME STORIES ARE LOST

Cow

FOREVER. A CONTEMPORARY WISE WOMAN OF A CANADIAN BORDER

" TRIBE REMARKED RECENTLY. “MAYBE WE SHOULD LET THE STORLES .

DIE. THEY MAY HAVE ENBED THEIR USEFULNESS.”’

N

How, As TELEVISION AND RADIO PENETRATE NTO&THE HOST

1 a

) |
REMOTE CORNERS AND THE HJGHEST MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENTS OF THE
. g . . “ r o
WAVAJO NATION., AND HAVE, THEIR IMPACT ON US ALL., IT IS IMPORTANT

¢

TO RECORP THE STORIES BEFORE THE ADVENT OF ERECTRONIC MEDIA.

’
'

AND ITS INSIDIOUS EFFECT, TRANSFORMS THEM_ONCE AGAIN.,

o j : ' o
To PRQDUCE THE BOOKJNA!AJQ HISIQBI:gI COLLECTED}
. ' ’ . ¢ : . . * - . /
INFORMATION FROM A NUMBER OF QUALIFIED PEOPLE == TRAINED
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L4
-

YREOPLE -- WHO HAD SPENT MANY HOMRS IN LESSONS FROM WISE

-

MEDICINE MEN, THESE. PEOPLE ARE RECOGNIZED BY THE COMMUNITY

_AS HAYING LIVED THEIR LIVES AS CLOSE AS§ POSSIBL@ TO THE WAYS

a .

<:Z\SFI HE HoLy PeopLE, ‘ L

R " . " ) H e
[T TOOK TWOgEARS, LONG HOURS, AND MANY CONVERSATIONS.
[ FELL IN'LOYE WITH THE PRE-HISTORY PERIOD, AND WISHED .

'PASSIONATELY TO BE ABLE TO TALK TO THE HOLY PEOPLE THEMSELVES.

[ FELT IMMENSELY PRIVILEGED TO HdRK WITH THESE MEMBERS OF

OUR COMMUNITY -- TO GET INSIDE THE MINDS OF SUCH PEOPLE.

I BEGAN TO REALIZE THAT THERE' ARE FEW QUAL1FIED, PEOPLE.

1
.

*
4 -

'-IN.TﬂE WORLD TODAY WHO AREVABLE TO TRANSMIT THIS-KIND OF

INSIDE KHOWLEDGE EFFECTIVELY *-- TP TRANSFER NOT JUST THE
' .‘ - " . ay N .
STORIES., BUT THE SPIRIT OF THE STORIES, TO THE PRINTED PAGE.

THE STORIES FTNALLY APPEARED IN BQOK FORM., STORIES THAT éxv,/4%§=

.
/ : * ‘
.
.
.

BY THEIR NATURE REQUIRE THE INTIMATE FORM OF A GIFTED STORY

"TELLER IN A SMALL GROUP ARE NOW IN BOOK FORM REACHING AN

~

"

.




v . . -

AUDIENCE OF THOUSANDS =<~ CHILDREN, PARENTS, SCHOLARLY EXPERTS.

-~

AND AN OCCASIONAL INTERESTED kilagdanaa (ANGLO).

_ \ Navago Wisdog,aa Found in NavajOQOraZ'Historj

\ . . by Ethelou Yazzie ] S ~

THE TOTAL BODY OF THE ORAL LITERATURE OF OUR PEOPLE .

- v N
~ ~ N .

IS| VERY LARGE., GENERALL‘ THE STORIES FALL INTO ™O CATEGORYEBE

THERE ARE THE SACRED STORIES: XNCLUDXNG THE EMERGENCE HISTORY .,

WHICH WOULD CORRESPOND T0 THE VALUE CHRIST!ANS PLACE ON j »

— ' - o ,,; :
A MORAL. o - : | .

THE NAVAJO™SACRED STORLES TELL US THAT THE UNIVERSE .
l\ ) ‘ . - .
HOLDS 'TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE. THERE ARE THE EARTH SURFACE

' ! ’
-

PEQPLE -- BOTH LIVING AND DEAD -= AND THE HoLy PEOPLE --

THOSE POWERFUL,.MYSTERlOUS BEINGS THAT BELONG TO THE SACRED

" WORLD, THE HoLv PEOPLE TRAVE[ ON LIGHTNING.. SUNBEAMS, AND

RAINBOWS. WHILE THEY ARE VERY POWERFUL. THEY ARE WOT ALL-

KNOWING. NOT ALL~BOWERFUL, AND NOT ALL-GOOD: THEY MAKE




/ ) v -
L 4 s
-~ . ) (6» A
’ - i Co : \
¢ . . Y ‘ B - > .
"MISTAKES AND. HAVE HUMAN EMOTIONS. JHEY CAN BE INVOKED, o
L SUPPLICATED, PROPITIATED., AND COERCED TO HELP THE PEOPLE OF

5‘ \

= -

© ' " THE TRIBE, OR TO CEASE DOING DAMAGE. THE HoLv PEOPLE ALSO

, ' SERVE AS IDEALS OF BEHAVIOR FOR “THE HAVAJO' PEOPLE TO FOLLOW "
~ OR EMULATE, ' | .
A Y N \
- - THE BASIC LESSONS TAUGHT BY THE SACRED STORIES ARE
. “THESE: - Y | : §
" 1. THE UNIVERSE IS A VERY DANGEROUS PLAEE-.
. )‘ \ . » ! S . »
S 2, To SURVIVE YOU MUST MAINTAIN .ORDER IN THOSE AREAS
Y -‘ﬂ ) T S
4 . OF LIFE THAT YOU CAN CONTROL.
’\ .o . .
. 3. AVOID QUARRELING, AVOID EXCESS, AND STAY IN HARMONY °- '
WITH YOUR COMMUNITY AND WITH NATURE. T
| 4, BE WARY OF NON-RELATIVES. ) o
s . . . \ R - .
R 5. WHEN IN A NEW AND DRRGEROUS SITUATION, DO NOTHING.

6._IF THE SITUATION 1§ REALLY DANGEROUS, ESCAPE. /

ACCORDING TO OUR PRE-HISTORY, SQUABBLING AND QUARRELING

: >

L
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ARE THE WORST THINGS THAT CAN HAPPEN. TO

S

s

> -

ANY SOCIETY. AT’
. " v , . !

. . : K - .4' . _ — : f;
THE EARLIEST BEGINNINGS OF THE’ﬁXyAJo CREATION, WHILE THE

&

-

’

“

LIGHT -- THE- INSECT ‘BEINGS HAD A

Y
@

.

FIRST PEOPLE WE‘RE._.STlLL MIST"PEOPLE;W!‘THOUT FORM

’

P .

. T ¢ -
LREADY ‘DEVELQPED A WAY

A
A

’ L
» . *

" FIRST HoRLD, THE BLACK YORLD, WHERE \THERE WERE -COLORS BUT

¥, <

*

'OF LIFE BECAUSE THEY REQOGNIZED THE VALUE'QF'ﬂAKjNe.AND' o

,CARRYTNG OUT PLANS WlTH£THE APPROVAL 'OF

Vg

”
-

Cy‘_'
ONE. ANOTHER.,

SPIDERS, ANTS., WASPPPEOPLE, BLACK ANTS,.BEETLES,

N

DRAGON FLIES AND BATS- LIVED IN Tt

-

TO COOPERATE WITH THEIR OWN KIND, THOUGH “THEY- EOUGHT WITH.

ONE ANOTHER.

)

-
-

®»

AND THE HERDS., THE CHILDREN THAT»ARE‘beN;TO A COUPLE ARE _ - 5
s . . .

LY

TRADITIONAL JAVAJO BELIEF.,

POSITIONS [N OUR LITERATURE AND TR

.

N .

{£ FIRST WORLD AND WERE ABLE

)

WOMEN HAVE ALWA

<

J

»
3
~
v

]

I WANT TO EMPHASIZE THE IFIPORTANCE OF WOMEN IN

ADITION: WOMEN OWN THE LAND,

’

-

BORN.TO THE CLAN OF THEIR MOTHER., SINCE PREHISTORIC TIMES.

v

o= IN THE

w

*

YS OCCUPIED CENTRAL
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\

~

, | : ‘ : | B S
- MOMEN .HAVE HELD AN EQUAL POSTTION WITH MEN BOTH_ IN AGCOMP%?%HMEN{

R AND POWER -- EARTHLY AND SUPERNATURAL. E | I '
. : ‘ APPROPRIATELY » WE.WILL BEGIN WITH FIRST YoMaNn, o
VI_F\-' )

|
~ . oL L )
f
|
|

- | * ’ 0 . - N % ; ' ‘
A’ltsé Asdzdd. ‘WHEN THE YELLOW CLOUD AND THE "BLUE CLOUD ;
- MET . ON THE WESTERN,SIDE OF THE FIRST WORLD, FIRST {omMAN WAS

FORMED, HITH'HER GAME A RERFECT EAR OF YELLOW CORN, WHITE -~
Q . . =

-~ -z

" SHELL AND TURQUOISE, 1 - , M v

. .
Ld -

FIRST WOMAN 55 Fie oLy PERSON WHO IS PART OF, AND )
. L 4 v . i

.RESPONSIBLE FOR, THE FL;ST'CREATibN. . SHE-IS THE ONE WHO ,/?
. : ¥ .

’ !

BROUGHT THE WESTERN HALF OF THE.WORLD TO MEET MAN'S EASTERN

. -

HALF, SHE LITERALLY- PULLED THE WORLD TOGETHER IN THE FIRST - .

BN

C 'O . i . - I .-I
HUMAN AGREEMENT TO -COOPERATE AND COUPLE. ‘

L - : » | _ S - /
/} . IHE STORY TELLS uS:In THE .FIrST WorRLD, TIRrST AN,

A'ttsé Hastiin, BURNED A- CRYSTAL FOR FIRE. JTHE CRYSTAL
BELONGED TO THE.MIND AND WAS.OF CLEAR SEEING: WHEN FIRST -,

v
I\

S / o ~ e ’
MAN BURKED THE CRYSTAL IT WAS THE MIND'S AWAKENING, FIRST

-

—




’ : . i o A B
. ) } . “‘...K‘. -‘ ' ' \
WOMAN BURNED TURQUOISE. IT"WAS NOT AS STRONG AS THE MAN'S kj

- LI
. .

«

FIRE, IN THE FIRST DHECUSSION AND AGREEMENT AMONG THE HoLY:

LY

I

_ PeorLE, FIRST MaN ASKED FIRST YOMAN TO COME LIVE WITH HIM.

- ]

AND SHE,AGhEED. BUT.ALL THE BEINGS FOUGHT AMONG THEMSELVES

AND THE ENTIRE CLOUD OF BEINGS MOVED UPWARD, INTO THE BLUE

+

HORLD.

S . :
=——  IT wWAs nOT UNTIL THE PEOPLE MOVEQ INTO THZ FOURTH

. Q - . - 2

HORLD THAT THEY LEAdNED TO DISCUSS THINGS AND COOPERATE WITH

* ONE ANOTHER: DISSATISFACTION WITH EVIL AND' SUFFERING, LED

)

-

THE PEOPLE EN OUR HISTORY TO SEEK A HEANS TO LIFT THEMSELVES
. . . T * P : .

UP TO A WORLD OF BETTER CONDITIONS. EVIL CONTINUES TO EXIST
- . ) - <. ' - . . ! < ‘&\ .
L4 ' . . . .
IN EACH SUCCESSIVE‘WORLDf EVER’THING HAS ITS?BPPOSITEﬁ . - N

. ¢ . - " ) . . ) ) /
EVIL CANNOT OVERCOME GOOD., BUT IS EVER; PRESENT. THE DESTRUCTIVE
\ . < . . * -

. 2 . : »
> - . ﬁ / ' )
.«WFORCES THAT ARE UNLEASHED -BY .FOLLOWING A N%EATIVE SELFISH 1“:

A\

©

. [N . »
'D

.. PATH ARE RESTORED TO HARMONY*WQEQ.MAN;HAS THE WILL TO WALK -
| .THE PATH OF BEAUTY. . =~ . -

Y

T ) R L . ' I




o EACH MOVE TO.A NEW WORLD INVOLVES LARGER GROUPS OF .
'BEINGS =- BOTH ANIMAL AND HUMAN -- AND REPRESENTS, MORE HARMONY -
IN_ACTonQAMONG THE BEINGS., wE‘CAN SEE.THE‘PEOELE;MOVE TOWARD
A MORE’ P%ﬁFECT SITUATION AWAY FROM QUARRELING AND ‘TOWARD HAWMONY.
{ ”
THE STORTES\OF THE- HOLY PEOPLE DXFFER FROM STORY’TELLER

| ‘ ‘ " f
’ TO STORY TELLER/ AND FROM TIME TO TIME. THE‘STORIES NE .

-

PRINTED. FOR INSTANCE: REPRESENT THE' STO?IES THAT WERE BEIVG

1 - .’ y
TOLD- AROUMD ROUGH ROCK, ARI@.’ONA AT ‘HAT TIME (1970 71) \
: - ' | '
'THERE ARE DIFFERE@CES BETWEEN.OUR'RRINTED HISTORYIQNﬁ THE -, -
- . R . . . . . ) . 3 5 ‘\ - . 0
STORIES THAT VARIOUS SOCIAL SCIENTISTS RECORDED IN OTHER .

~

PLACES IN EARLIER YBARS, &TILL, THE OUTSTANDING LESSON'
o > ® - o . R

o
'REMAINS THE SAME.

TO BE WISE, AGR EMENT ' CAN TAKE ALGREAT DEAL 5% TIME. NOT

-

ONLJ'lhmT THE MAJORITY AGREE, BUT THOSE_ IN THE MINORITY P

)

TMUST BE CONVINCED OR RESIGNED TO THE coURsE?OF ACTION BEFORE

. . - LIEY :
L] » o ' ®
.. ~ P |
" . e B N
B e ’
.




o | R , 11
. - ) i3 , ' T :
ANY COURSE CAN BE FOLLOWED. [T IS NOT A MAJORITY RULE

+
3

. : v _ . . . T .
- SYSTEM THAT CAN BE DECIDED BY SIMPLE VOTE. SUCH AS THE

s >

AMERICAN SYSTEM, “THE NAVAJO'WILL NOT PROCEED EITHER IN HIS

PRE-HISTORY OR IN CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE UNTIL HE KNOWS THAT™

.
R

v W

kA\\ . EVGRYONE AGREES EXACTLY RS TO HOW THINGS SHOULD AND WIEL BE

*

~ N . -

DONE. TJIS BERLOD OF DISCUSSION AND PERSUASION MAY TAKE
Y . .
- HOURS, DAYS, WEEKS, MONTHS, OR YEARS. IN OUR’ORAL HISTORY .
T CAN TAKE EONS. - - = .. = - e

THXS DOM!NANT TRA!T OF THE NAVAJO HAS CONFOD&DED

. , ) L 1 ,\_ . ¥’
"SQLngRs. SPANiAéDS,‘MISS!ONAR!HS~AND%THE BUREAU o INDIAN
" AFFAIRS. IT CONTINUES TO.CONFOUND ANY PERSON, AGENCY, OR . _
. 2 e X
ORGANIZATION THAT 1S ACQUSTOMED TO. GETTING THE GREATEST AMOUNT
& : '
OF ACT!ON IN THE SHORTEST PERIOD OF TIME. | u A

> - THE CONSTANT SEARCH FOR HARMONY AND THE N!BDGFOR

ORDER IS REFLECTED XN\THE FIRST STORIES .0OF THE FGURTH VORL '

érﬁ) IT 15 A TOUCHXNG 'ACCOUNT OF yrﬁggPLE ‘s- coM%ue TO GRIPS WITH

- ) A b \ -

. ’ ) : . - .
. -
- N 13 . ‘ ’ h
. A £ . [N
B . - .




</"AORDER IN THEIR CIVES. ‘

»

PEOPLE HAD REACHED THE FOURTH

- AINON. PINE, JUNIPER AND SPRUCE. THE’FLAMExCAUGA:TSBUI\THE

. .
. . E w
" - LY
. ]—2
. -

) N

THEjNEED.Te'cqnégﬁﬁ;a IN ORDER TO SUvang_‘THE METHOD
THE NAVAJO CHOSE WAS COMMUNITY AGREEMENT, RATHER THAN SOME

. / , ° LI .
FORM.OF AUTHOEHTY\CONTRQL. ﬁHE RESULT OF THIS DECISION.IS

A PEOPLE .WHO PLACE GREA%;NALUE ON SELF“BEL!ANCE: BUT ALSO

\.

'REQUIRE THAT ‘INDIVIDUAL INDEPENDENCE MUST FIND AN OUTLET

- ) . - . : )\
THAT REFLECTS A BBLANCE WITHIN THE FAMILY, CLAN,. AND TRIBE.,

-~
%

OUR STORIES®TELL US THAT BY THE TIME THAT OUR ANCESTOR

\

~

WORLD, THEY WERE READY FOR SOME

1]

-

»

¢

N | . ‘ |
y To'RcHxEvg ORDER, THERE WERE MANY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT

MANY ESSENTIAL THINGS¢

-

THERE IS A, LONG ‘DISGUSSION ABOUT THE

s

BEST WAY’ TO MAKE A F{REs FOR INSTANCE., HAVING DISCOVERED

A}

THAT ONE-OF THE PEOPLE)HAD BROUGHT FLINT WITH HIM FROM THE

Z

" THIRD WORLD., THE PEOPLE GATHER WOOD FRO%(FbUR.DlﬁECTIONS{

A

FIRE SPUTTERED, SNAPPED AND FRIGHTENED THE PEOPLE, - FINALLY

& .
S ®




u,
1

13
OWE OF THE UNNAMED HEROES OF NAVAJO HISTORY POKES THE FIRE
oo T >
/ L

‘ ) Q
WITH A BRA;CH FROM A TREE., AND TAMES THE BLAZE. HEHHAS

INVENTED THE POKER. AND QONTROLLED A POWERFUL ELEMENT IN o
. ' : 1 .

THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE., ' - . =

g [ INCLUDE THIS STORY BECAUSE IT'IS ONE OF THE FEW ’
L+ T . ‘ ) . . ~,/’. V . ‘. .
. IN WHICH lN@lGHT -INTO A PROBLEM IS ONE PEt@N.{S oSOLUT!ON. .
o . B ‘ ¢
. \\ . ‘

" GENERALLY. IT IS BY COMMUNITY CONSENT OR SOME SUPERNATURAL

- : i e . o ' : -
. . : ¢

. POWER THAT ONE DISCOVERS THE SOLUTION TO A DILEMMA, .

JTALKING GOD, Haasch'ééirti'i, FOR INSTANCE, WAS THE- . .

-

RR@L!TECI OF THE HAVAJO HOGAN, THE PEOPLE BUILD THE HOGAN

“

ACCORDING TO TALKING GOD’S DIRECTIONS, AND IT TAKES SHAPE

QUICKLY. BuT TALKING GOD DID’NOTs SAY WHERE NE\WANTED THE
‘ . é." ‘

\ ‘T~

s SONGS START IN THE EAST. THE DOORWAY OF THE HOGAN SHOULD -
N . . - v .

N\ - . - '
ALSO FACE EAST, PRAGMATICALLY, SINCE THE PREVAILING WINDS

~ w

BRING FRERCE SANDSTORMS AND BLIZZARDS FROM THE WesT, THIs
. S
. : - - ' N




.
,
| , . .
- . N 13
o . .
o . S 14 .
+ .
| .
. | -,
- " “ :

IS A HIGHLY PRACTICAL DIRECTION FOR THE DOOR TO FACE.,
J Lad o ¢ . \ . . ,

A ‘

Asout TALkINnG GoD., HE IS THE POWER THAT IS LIFE, -

WHO 1S SPIRIT, WHO WAS CREATED FOR GOOD, FOR BEAUTY. HARMONY
AND BLESSING, IT IS HE wHO RESTORES us, T 18 WITH HIS FEET,
WITH HIS BOD¥, WITH HIS-VOICE AND' WITH HIS MIND THAT WE WALK :(//
S ‘ -‘,l o . - .. . o -‘/ ~. . . . v‘
. "AS WE, ARE RESTORED Lj THWE CRREMONIES OF HEALING.”, I¥ IS TALKING
F . . v . ) ’ ‘: .-"1'\ ' .

%o o GAVE MAN THE GOOD PATH BY WHICH HE,SHOYLD GOVERN '

HIMBELF. v | e B

o

g~ ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS THE PEOPLE HAD TO DO WHEN THEY

. . w(/» R - . . . N . ! .

REACHED THE FOURTH YORLD WAS TO STRAIGHTEN @Ui;THE NIGHT "AND

DAY, AND ORDER THE SEASONS, SO~THAT THERE WOULD BE A PATTERN
. .

* ’ P . ‘. ‘. \ ! .M .
. TO THEIR LIVES. _ N o , y .-

>

N .- "ONCE THE SUN HAD BEEN MADE OF TURAQUOISE., AND MARKED

"WITH A NOSE, EYES AND MOUTH., AND STREAKED WITH YELLOW., AND Lot
/. C e | :

\’ WRAPPED Ifg TWELVE UNWOUNDED BUCKSK_I._NS( T‘HE‘RE' WAS A VERY LONG

' DISCUSSIONNQF ALL THE BEINGS, NOT JUST THE PEOPLE, BYT ALL




Q¥

. MOVE, SHOULD IT MOVE UP AND DOWN? SHOULD IT MOVE IN A

OF SUCH,MAGNITUDE .

v

LIVING THINGS IN THE FOURTH YORLD HAD TO AGREE ON SOMETHING

AS IMPORTANT 'AS .THE SUN. . o " ‘

’

-SOME THOUGHT THE SUN SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE HIGHEST

r B

; N ’ : AR ’
‘MOUNTAIN, BUT EVENTUALLY IT WAS DECIDED TO PLACE THE SUN,IN

THE SKY, THEN THERE WAS THE QUESTION OF HOW THE SUN SHOULD -

A}

°
’ o

CIRCLE AROUND THE SKY AND NEVER SET? FINALLY ALL AGREED THE

BEST THING WOULD BE FOR IT TO MOVE FROM EAST To WEST TO GIVE'

" LIGHT ALL OVER THE WORLD. ‘NF CAN ONLY BEGIN TO GUESS HOW

t

LONG IT TOOK FOR 7\LL THE Ll;/ING CREATURES TO AGREE ON A PROBLEM

-
1 .

THE EARLY PEOPLE°MUST HAVE HAD FUN NAMING ALL ‘THE
-’. ’ “ . ’ ( " ’ " i . \
THINGS IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT -- STARS, CLOUDS., THE NAvaJo,  , o

Y

NAMES FOR THINGS ARE NOT ARBITRARY- SOUNDS, BUT THE WORDS' -

TAKE FORM ACCORDING TO THE FUNCTION OF THE THING RAMED,

¢ . o .. . . i ;T o
IN THE STORY OF THE.PLACEMENT OF THE STARS JNé%ﬁE 4.
v

e 17 , .o b"_'o

[

]

e
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(4

HEAVENS. WE FIND THE PEOPLE D[SCUSSING, AGREEING, DISAGREEING,

L . \
NAMJNG, AND WE INTRODUCE ANOTHER ELEMENT -- COYOTE.

L “Te PEOPLE HAD THE SAME LIGHT AS THEY HAD IN, THE
“WORLDS BELOW, BUT THEY WANTED A STRONGER L1GHT TO
AWAKEN THEM IN THE MORNING, AND THEY WANTED A LIGHT
AT IGHT. ALSO, THE PEOPLE WISHED TO STRAfGHTEN_OUT
THE/NIGHT AND THE DAY SO THAT THERE WOULD BE SOME
ORDER IN THEIR LLVES. ' |
. ) . ﬂ”‘ .
fHEY LAID STARS ON A BLANKET ON THE GROUND. BLACK“?’
iGon PLACED THE NORTH STAR. FrrsT Man PLACED THE D16
DrpPER WHILE FIRS’TﬁQMAN'\PUT THE LITTLE DrpPER INTO |
THE SKY, FIRST MAN ALSO PLACED THE SEVEN STARS -
. WAICH Black Gop CLAIMED REPRESENTED PARTS .OF HIS BODY. .
WHEN FIRST MAN AND FIRST HOMAN HAD NAMED THE MAIN

" THE STARS TO GUARD' THE E&Y AND MAN. -
BEFORE FIRST MAN WAS FINISHED PLACING EACH STAR IN
A PARTICULAR PRESELECTED PLACE "IN THE sKky, CoYoTE CAME
ALONG AND ASKED WHAT THEY WERE DOING, CoYoTE PICKED .
UP A STAR AND PUT IT INTO THE SOUTH AND SAID IT WAS

-

s

/

STARS AWD PLACED THEM IN'THE 'SKY, THEY INSTRUCTED .
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" HIS .MORNING STAR.”

-
e

LATER, AFTER HAVING PLACED HIS STAR, COYOTE WANDERS

“avAY, HE comes  Back DAYS? YEARS? LATER TO DISCOVER THE

. ‘ : - 8
PEOPLE STILL NAMING AND PLACING THE STARS. IMPATIENTLY: HE

o GRABS A CORNER OF THE  BLANKET AND FLIPS THE WHOLE STAR

to = . o R . . ‘ ) .-
! SCHEME INTO THE SKY. " | Q\ - .
- _ o | ,

; FIRST MAN IS ANGRY AND SCOLDS LOYOTE. - THEY'WERE NOT

h

v YET FINISHED, ~ IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN BETTER IF --, COYOTE |

SHRUGS AND:WALKS AWAY, SATISFIED THAT HE HAS DGNE A GOOD JOB, -

’\

< . - . :«' / S ' :
"SINCE EVERYTHING WAS NOT IN PLACE OR'IN;ORDER IN THE \

- \

WORLD., COYOTE HAD TO’DOUBLE CHECK ALL THE ACTIONS OF THE FIRST . -

P%pPLE.  THES CONTBNUES THROUGHOUT HISTORY. COYOTE ZIGZAGS

FROM RIGHT TO WRONG, FROM OBEDIENCE TO DISOBEDIBNCE. -HE.
- CHALLENGES EACH NEW.ACTION, EACH NEW MODE OF BEHAVIOR. HE ;

.~ MAKES THE PEOPLE TEST EVERYTHING REPEATEDLY TO SEE WHETHER

Q

IT IS WORKABLE IN ALL SITUATIONS,

-
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THE NAVAJO CONSIDERS THE COYOTE A LONER. USING CLEVER, -

SHREWD, AND OFTEN COMICAL MEANS TO GAIN HIS HIGHLY PERSONAL .

> .-

ENDS, WE HAVE STORIES ABOUT COYOTE, THESE ARE .TOLD AS
AN "

¢ .

CHILDREN'S STORIES TO TEACH THE MORAL VALUES OFJbUR~PEOPLE.w

-

. THE-STORIES TELL OF COYOTE'S ADVENTURES THAT IRLUSTRATE by
. . Co . {

HLS ANTthOC{Ag,AND§c0MICAL SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS.”;HE'ALWAYS
HAS TO PAY WHEN st TRxckv,.éELEISH WAYsr_Hxé ENVY, GREED,
AND LUST DO HOT BélNG‘HfM THE Gobn THAT HE DESIRES. A

Tgeée IS & CARTOON SEhIEs ON TELEYiSION\T;AI l§.CALLEb S

o
: "{HE‘R05DRUNNER AND CoYOTE”. IN THIS SERIES ELABORATE SCHEMES

. . - ‘ - - 4 .
'BY 'THE_ COYOTE TO CATCH THE ROADRUNNER ALWAYS RESULT IN BODILY

v

~ . HARM TO THE COYOTE, THESE CARTOONS PARALLEL HIS POSITION AS

CLOWN IN [AVAJO LITERATURE, HIS INDIVIDUAL ANTI-SOCIAL

-»  BRILLIANCE IS HIS DOWNFALL.
N ' /. hf . if ‘
-.ONE OF;sTHE EARLIEST MENTIONS OF COYOTE [N NAVAJO .

S

v

o N

ORAL HISTORY {AS” APART FROM FéLK TALES) IR IN THE ROLE H

- L4

-
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3

' TAKES IN THE SECOND WORLD, WHEN 'CURIOUS AND ALONE, HE -+

.S

*

EXPLORES AND FINDS SUFFERING EVERYWHERE. I[N THE THIRD HORLD,

[T IS HIS INTERFERENCE WITH THE WATER MONSTER'S BABY THAT,. i&tb

.~

% CAUSES THE FLOOD THAT FORCED THE.PEOPLE TO FLEE THROUGH THE

.

3 . . ® ’ . .
. REED TNTO THE FOURTH WORLD. OR THE PRESENT WORLD AS WE KNOW

4

"-‘7. s ’. . - . ' - fp
”COYOTE S POSITION IN THE ASSEMBLY- OF THE GODS MATCHES
HIS ROLE ELSEWHERE. THEORETICALLY, THERE ARE ONLY
TWO CriOICES, THE GOQD REPRESENTED BY THE SOUTH SIDE-

. OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE EVIL REPRESENTED BY THE

. NORTH SIDE., COYOTE TAﬁEs HIS PLACE NEAR THE DOOR so
THAT HE MAY ALLY«H&MsELﬁ\waH EITH%R SIDE "ACCORDING

TO HIS WHIM. (1N GAM?L!Né%éQ . ..COYOTE,USUALLY
LOSES, FOR HIS JUDGEMENF\LEADS HIM JO THE FLASHY
SIDE, AND IN IAVAJO LORE ‘1T IS THE MODEST SIDE THAT .

\ s

WINS”. .- _\(\" \

E4

¥

s .
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e THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THAT SOLUTION REMAINS WITH THE ° ‘

|

COYOTE, ARD 1S NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY ®F THE PEOPLE,’

‘  THE COYOTE IS ALSO USEFUL FOR DOING THINGS AND GOING

Y

PLACES WHICH ALL OTHER REASONABLE HUMAN BEINGS FRAR,
=0 L , | . 4 - .
WHEN SOME ‘REOPLE DIED WHILE\OTHERS WERE DISCUSSING HOW TO - o
n P ;}-E- 1 - ; '
BYILD A HOGAN . . .

A

.. " "No ONE KNEW WHAT TO DO,¥SO THEY ASKED CoYoTE.,
THEY TOLD HIM THEY WERE LEAVING IT UP TO Hl@ TO DECIDED,

Iy 7 H
. . '
By f : . .
.

COYOTE DECIDED THAT HEWOULD TAKE A BLAcK Rock AND
60.-T0 BLACK WATER LAKE TO RE!NFORCE HIS DECIS!ON
- REGARDING DEAD PERSONS. THERE HE WOULD THROW THE Roc5 ’ﬂ
" \INTO THE LAKE. [F THE ROCK CAME UP AND FLOATED/ THE
SPIR!TS OF THE DEAD PERSONS WOULD GO UP. AND THERE

S WOULD BE W0 DEATH. [F IT SANK., THE SP!R!TS WOULD GO

J0 THE WORLD BELOW, AND THERE WOULD BE DEATH. WHEN
CovoTE - WENT TO THE LAKE, AND‘THREW THE ROCK: IT SANK.
THAT IS WHY THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD ALWAYS GO TO. THE

e

WORLD BELOW.,
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TWo DAYS BFTER THE PERSONS DIED, TWO MEN LOOKED :
DOWV THE HOLB THROUGH WHICH THEY HAD COME UP‘INTO -

'THE FOURTH WORLD AND. THEY DID NOT "SEE ANYTH!NG. Two -

A Y

DAYS LATER, THEY LOOKED AGAIN, THIS TIME THEY SAW .
THE DEAD PERSONS SITTING AND COMBING THEIR HAIR, ¥
/" THEY TOED THE OTHER PEOPLE WHAT..THEY HAD SEEN

COYOTE ACTED. TOTALLY ON HIS OWN WITHOUT CONSULTING

W ) L

ANYONE ELSE. EVEN THOUGH THE MATTERS #MPPEARS. TO HAVE BEEN
. J ' : . R

/
s

SETTLED, WE ARE LEFT WITH AN AMBIGUITY, ARE THE PEOPLE DEAD, -

OR ARE THEY ALIVE -IN THE PRECED{gé WORLD? SINCE WE CAN NEVER®

[
]

TRUST CoyoTE, WE CAN GO ON BELIEVING WHATEVER WE4NANT TO

A >

BELIEVE REGARDING ‘DEATH. THIS WAY ALL SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT..
- T | LT ¢

. -

EVEN THAT OF THE MISSIONARY, CAN BE ACCOMMODATED. .
‘@NCE"EHE PEOPLE HAD PUT THIN?S,!N‘THE UNIVERSE'TOGETHER

,TO THEIR’OWN SATISFACT!ON,‘THEQ/MADE UP THE SHOE GAHE:'

. “(NOT EQER?THING‘CAN BE SERIOUS EVEN WHEN vouikae M;Kiné-

HISTORY), NOW EACH_ANIMAL HAS ITS OWN SONG., THERE IS AN

OWL SONG, A BEAR SONG, A TURKEY SONG. THIS SONG DETERMINES

[ " a

+

< .
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WHICH TEAM WILL START THE GAME: S -
| u ; , ' x ' \
+1id bao & ‘00> : S : o fe/

¥id ?aové\oo

[y

¢ héi naa tsi'da . \ ' . .
LA ‘ Ty — ‘ 4 -
_ na hot*in yéegi - - A

jadi ndagha ' o ) T f .
t ’ v . l - " l ¥ '

s - © o woo hai e Sy
" N , . . . . . s - ’

* \x\’ flow THE MOCCASIN GAME HAD A VERY SERIOUS PURPOSE.. )

- -
~

" THAT WAS TO DETERMINE WHICH WNIMALS WOULD WALK DURING THE DAY,
P . ol . ﬂ

- < AND WHjCH WOULD BE THE,CREATURES OF THE-NIGHT. S0 TO SEE
S s | _ L .
> WHICH ANIMALS GOT THE NIGHT SHIFT, THEY BEGAN THEIR GAME. |

: " . THE RULES-WERE MADZ BY ONE WALKING GIANT, WHO HAD | ‘
R U -REMAL _ o WEE AR - -
° \ . . r~ . : . - . _

AN EAGLE FEATHER IN,Ti% PRBM OF HIS HAND. FROM THE FEATHER
R S ‘ | o AT
' SHONE A FAINT RAY OF:LIGHT LIKE AN ALMOST INVISIBLE RAINBOW, " .

. ) 3 . \\n ‘ . . . . .
THIS RAY OF LIGHT WOULD HELP HIM\ KNOW WHICH MOCCASIN HAD A

. . w‘*\ . R . \
‘ BEN IN IT - R :
B I o : : o
‘BALL HIDD I R N g |

. . .
L - ® N

T ~ OnE WALKING GIANT BROUGHT 102 Y?CCAvCOUNTERS WITH HIM,

\
R ‘ . : ¢ . e .
! - L . g
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i )
- THE GAME,

" WHITE CORN THAT HE HAD ALWAYS HAD. FIRST WOMAN GAVE THE -

23

. o : o .
THESE WRE USED TO. KEEP SCQRE. THE NUMBER CAME FROM THE

[ 03

102 SuN RAYS, WHEN/ONE SIDE GETS 102, POINTS, THAT SIDE WINS

S - : -
Y [N . . Q\ . o L
- P

- ) -
- '

THE ANIMALS AND THE HoLY PEOPLE PLAYED THE GAME ALL

‘0\

o . ) ‘) . . N
. NIGHT) BUT NEITHER SIDE‘WON ALL THE COUNTERB. ‘SINCE NEITHER

o .
5195 WON, ME' HAVE BOTH NIGHT AND DAY So IN THE MORNING. |

THE PEOPLE WENT ON THEIR OWN NAY ACCORDING TO. THEIR#CWN NATURE,

THIS WAS THE hAST TIME ALL WERE TOGETHER.

‘ . N ) ot . . : .
FIRST AN AND FIRSI”NOM@N‘DECIDED WHEN THE SEASONS

~

_WERE TO BE, AND GAVE THE LIGHTNING PEOPLE A TIME TO COME.

. ' & (i\
LR

T

AFTER WINTER, THEY WERE TO WAKE EVERYONE SO THAT ALL WOULD

. | n L S o
_ KNOW THAT SPRING HAD COME. THE LIGHTNING PEOPLE ALSO HAD

v - X

TO WARN THE PEOPLE THAT WINTER WAS NOT YET HERE:‘SO THAT

THEY WOULD NOT TELL:STOR&ES AT “THE WRONG TIME OF THE YEAR,
- o . . . e -
FOR THE FIRST PLANTING, FIRST MAN CONTRIBUTED THE
+ |




o
- R . .
. .
I
¥ v /(
. v ) /
- .

L Ce ’ ) 2 S Q ..

" 'YELLOW CORN., TURKEY. DANCED BACK AND FoRTH'EOUR T{pEs,?kN;\&*_
S T S R S o
“-QUT OF HIS FEATHER COAT DROPPED FOUR KERNELSVQFVCORﬁ'WHXCH'

- -
. o

| . , . o
¥’ .‘ . » .
« WERE GRAY, BLUE, AND BLACK AND RED, 'Bxe SNAKE BROUGHT FOUR

L

e

L]

"i:"‘vssa

SEEDS WHICH WERE THE PUMPK!N: THE N?{ERM&LSM: THE CANTALOQFE

A
AND THE MUSKMELON, THE HARVEST FROM THESE SEEDS HAS VERY

LR e

. : “o \ . 'viu-?:[ - ") -
, . ¢ - S R o
, s ‘THE UNIVERSE IN ORDER-AND. THE HARVEST BONE, FIR®Y -
~ - T . S - \\M N " o N ‘ . . .- )
H . ) R : .a Lot

MaN AND FIRST Woman wERE READY'TQ.RATSE A CHILD, THEECHTLDE

» LARGE,

4

THAT THEY RA!SEm\jAs FOUND ou Ch,g.xfi (GOBERKADOR KNOB).

a -t

SHE 18 dhLLED CHAVQ&NG WOMAN ~- OR WHITE SHELL WOMAN.

AN

. ' _ |
N THE CHILD WAS BORN OF DARKNESS AND THE DAWN WAS HER ~//

™~

' FATHER. SALT HOMAN AND Covo%E HELPED RA!SE 'HER . THE;.FED
| s S ]
HER ON SUN~RAY‘ROLLEN- PoLLEN’FROM THE CLOUDS, POLLEN'FROM

. /‘ o . . D T, N\,

THE PLANTS AND THE DEW OF 'FLOWERS.

¢

WHEN SHE-BECAME.OF AGE SHE HAD HER cELEBRATION."TﬂE?'

V FIRST SELEBRATlON KNONN AS K;paa;daa(THE WALK lNTéwfjfﬂTY)
, e

[ s - : f
e ,’c ’ LR
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'«THE SAME CEREMONY IS GIVEN TODAY FOR NAYAJO GIRLS WHEN THEY

REACH PUBERTY, EXCEPT THAT CHaNGING WoMAN LAY ON A PILE OF

BLANKETS FACING WEST. WHEREAS TODAY Tl:iE‘\GIRLA MUST FACE THE,
. . N .

EAST SO THAT SHE CAN SEE THE EARTH AND SKY. |

- 'w’ : . — S . B S
Tug HoLY PEOPLE WHO WERE L.IVING.ON THE EARTH/AT TRAT ..

?“—**—\,\

1}

N

N

" THIS SO THAT SHE WOULD BE ABLE TO HAVE CHILDREN,
WHEN SHE VIAS\ GROWN INTO WQUANHOOD SHE BORE THIN, SONS

_ VIHO WERE TO BECOME SAVIORS OF THE PEOPLE, {S THEY GREW. .

-

THEY ASKED OVER AND OVER AGAIN, "WHO IS OUR FATHER?” BuT

SHE NEVER LET THEM KNOW. | f\~(“> o
.+ ONE DAY THE TWINS WERE OUT WALKING AND padsep & HOLB
/Jv ~ : . .

IN THE GROUND FROM WHWICH SMOKE ROSE., JTHE BOYS CL!MBED'“
" DOWN THE HOLB AND FOUND A WOMAN WITH ‘SPI1DER WEBS ALL OVER
THE WALLS AND CEILING., IN THE WEBS WERE FEATHERS'FROM'ALL

KINDS OF BIRDS., (COLLECTING FEATHERS WAS SPIDER Woman's

-
-

L

. ' . _ v

-TIME PERFORMED THE CEREMONY FOR Cﬁlusxns WomAN, THEY- DID

- .om
-~

\

i3




HOBBY), SHE KNEW THE BOYS WERE GOING TO COME, AND SHE -
o KNEW WHY THEY WERE THERE. SHE TOLD THEM ALL.THE THINGS

THEY WOULB NEED TO KNOW TO FIND. THEIR FATHER, THE'SUN,
. ' v

- SPIDER WOMAN WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST WOMEN OF ALL:

I ' ‘ .
Tbﬂﬁf "JTODAY SHE WOULD BE A SCIENTIFIC OR ENGINEERING GEN}US.

°
-~ v a

" SHE COULD FORSEE EVENTS. KNOW, PLANS, UNDERSTAND THE LAWS OF -

, QQTURE.' SPIDER WOMAN WAS ABLE TO INWERPRET NATURAL LAW,
AND PUT IT TO USE FOR THE HAVAJO PEOPLE, ..
"ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY,” SHE ‘TOLD THE TWINS, "IT WON'T
| S A |

AN ‘

i . M . "
TAKE A DAY, BUT A LONG, LONG TIME,”

"

“

WE “KNOW' THAT EPIC JOURNEYS IN ALL LITERATURE ARE A
METAPHOR FOR LIFE, AND IN.,FINDING AND ‘SEARCHING FOR THEIR
FATHER, THE BOYS ALSO FIND THEIR STRENGTH ANﬁ’THE!R IDENTITY:, Iy

| : : ; a S 1
AND THE STRENGTH OF THE PEOPLE AT THE SAME TIME. '
_ 4 . o p) T
- .. HE FIND THAT THIS IS ALSO THE STORY OF MAN'S JOURNEY

r.v

.

"

UPWARD, WITH ALL OF ITS OBSTACLES AND DANGERS IN SEARCH OF
. -

o o ~28
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THE HEAVENLY FATHER WITHIN. THE POWER THAT WE CALL.TALKING
Gob. :

\ ™

THE EARTH IS OYR MOTHER. AND THE SUN IS OUR FATHER.,
OUR HERO TWINS WERE -THE SUN'S-EHILDREN, THE GREAT DESIRE

oF MonsTER SLAYER AND CHILD BorN_FOR WATER WAS TO RID THE -
EARTH QF THE MONSTERS AND GIANTS THAT WERE ROAMING THE'

/2

__EARTH AND TERRORIZING THE PEOPLE., THEIR-LIFETIME JOURNEY ~

WAS TO FIND THEIR FATHER TO GET THE WEAPONS THEY NEEDED 70"
¥ : : ' ’ : . .
KILL THE GIANTS, THEIR ADVENTURES AND SUCCESSES INITHIS

flSSIBN IS ONE OF STHE FAVORITE STORIES OF MY PEOPLE,

-
o
[

THE TWINS SET OFF ON THEIR JOURNEY. WHEN THEY CAME

>

*TO THE CUTTING REEDS THAT HAD KILLED OTﬁER'TRAVELERS; THEY
a - . .- . ‘“ . » ‘;.@9 . ) F] .
v KNEW THE CHANTS AND PRAYERS KHAT ‘'WOULD SAVE THEM.- SPIDER

NOMAN HAD TAUGHT THEM ALL THE THINGS THEY NEEDED TO KNOW.

As THEY PRAYED AND GHANTED, THE CUTTING REEDS GREW SOFT ,
' e »

/ : o ' '
'PLUMES, AND PARTED TO LET THEM DRINK THE WATER THEY NEEDED

-~ : <

© 29
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. . » .
. RN .
u& N ot

TO CONTINUE THEIR JOURNEY.
. . \

© WHEN THEY CAME TO THE' {IGH DUNES. OF SHIFTING AND
. ' . RN v |

%

MOVING SAND THAT HAD BURIED -OTHERS. THEY KNEW THE CHANTS'AND

3
. S
[ .

' PRAYERS THAT WOULD SAVE EHEH.,\HHEN THEY CAME TO THE CANYON

'
«* N . C -

WITH THE)"CLOSING‘IﬁfWALLSQ,‘THEY FLOATED THROUGH THE CANYON
I GO -
7 ON THE ‘MAGIC FEATHERS THA£>SRxDER5W0MAN HAD GIVEN THEM,
) » ‘ .",-.‘-'/. .l‘ ) Dﬂp ‘. ) s K .
" DTSREGARDING. SPIDER HOMAN®S WARNINGS, THEY CHOSE THE
-~ R : t e e e g, . 5 .

. [ ¢ . Voo . - e, .
BROAD SAADY TRAIL ON THE NORTH SIDE OF . THE Four PILLARS OF -

M ~ . 3 4

! A ' . N o .
; Ste o D 9. . N RN
RocK. As THEY PASSED THE FIRST:PHLLAR., THEY_ SAW THAT SOME

e L ]

- AR

OF THEIR HA1RS BECAME TIPPED WITH @g}IE._’AFTER_THEY PASSED

' - - . .
TWE SECOND PILLAR THERE WERE GRAY STREAKS THAT WERE VERY
. . ] © y ' -+

NOTICEABLE. A PROTECTIVE MESSENGER TOLD THEM TO CHANGE
s | . _
THEIR COURSE, AND THEY PASSED THE LAST TWO PILLARS ON THE

N
§+BEP«SUNNY SIDE,.-ON A'NARROW AND SHEER TRAIL., THE TWINS -
- . - ~ -

REAL!}ED'THAT IF THEY HAD NOT CHANGED COURSE THEY ‘WOULD HAVE
R . ) - ' \ ’/a
N ‘

DIED OF OLD AGE. -

1 4

»

-~ .
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MEASUR:JE\HORM CARRIED THE NOW MIDDLE AGED TWINS

AEROSS THE “WASH THAT SWALLOWED”, THEY JUST HUNG ON HIS
RN \ ’ - o
BACK, AND HE SPRANG RIGHT ACROSS. 5
~ "BEYOND THE PLACE KNOWN AS ‘DARKNESSY, THEY RODE THE

WATER STRIDERS ACROSS.THE OCEAN TO THE HOME. OF THE SUN,

L4

"THERE THEY FACED MANY TESTS BEFORE THE SUN WOULD RECOGNIZE *
THEM -AS' HI$ CHILDREN. THANKS TO SP#DER.yOMAN' /BRIEFING

“ SESSIONS, THEY SUCCEEDED IN ALL THE TASKS THAT WERE SET FOR

THEM, =, o " e
» Lo ' N s ’ -, . o ¢ : e
JHE BOYS WERE GIVEN SUITS OF FLINT ARMOR, THE OLDER

IN DARK FLINT AND THE YOUNGER IN BLUE FLINT: THE SUN-AGREED ..

-

TO GIVE THEM LIGHTNING TO USE AS WEAPONS 'IN KILLING THE MONSTERS.,

4 N

JHOUGH HE REMINDS THE WWLNS THAT HE IS SAD ABOUT THEIR MISSION

1

*

AS'THE MONSTERS .ARE HIS REN TOO.
THE “PHINS RETURN TO EARTH, AND FULFILL THEIR MISSION,
< X - . » . ’ N ’

IN A LONG-SAGA.OF THE KILLING OF EACH DIFFERENT KIND OF

A

31
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_ MOBSTER AND GIANT.
\" * . . " - . . /
THE NAVAJO ALWAYS HAS AN INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN THE
J CONFLICTING FORCES IN HIS LIFE. THIS, INTERMEDIARY CAN PULL

Q | o \ ‘
2~/ THINGS INTO PLACE, WHE INTERMEDIARY CAN PROVIDE ORDER FROM

+

- I . ‘ « &
CHAOS, AND 1S NOT LIMITED BY TIME OR SPACE.

- SPIDER WOMAN KNEW THE LAWS OF NATURE THORDUGHLY. SHE

WAS ABLE TO INTERPRET THESE LAWS AND PUT THEM TO WORK FOR THE' .

%

NAVAJO PEOPLE. ONCE SPIDER WOMAN'S WORK WAS DONE -- HAVING

SET THE TWINS ON' THEIR WAY TO THEIR FATHER WITH THE TOOLS

0 LY

' . THEY NEEDED TO ACCOMPLISH THELR TASK =- SHE MOVES OUT OF

<

¥ ~ THE PICTURE. .. | 3 ‘
. R . e o

" Our HoLY PEOPLE HAVE LIMITED TERMS OFsOFFICE, THEIR ~
F . R
'TIME AND EXISTENCE 1S DETERMINED ON DIFFERENT LEVELS ACCORDING

. v r’r / > ‘ : A . . . . .
* 70 THEIB(DUTIES AND THEIR GIFTS, THBY DO THEIR JOBS AT THE

L
__ ‘ : , - -\
. PROPER TIME AND-IN THE PROPER WAY. .

»

/ As a Navado, I kNow THAT THE HoLy PEOPLE HAVE THEIR

\ : - ¥

14

“

—

. »‘ . . ) .y .
O ‘ - . ~ . ‘ I‘ - 3;2 T
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~

X o . o , &}'
HOMES AT THE FOUR SACRED [loUNTAINS. I CAN REACH THEM THROUGH.

MEDICINE MEN. OUR MEDLCINE MEN GO THROUGH A LONG AND RIGOROUS

_ TRAINING PERIOD -- A LIFETIME OF TRAINING, REALLY -= AND THEY .

. . . "‘\txg
ARE GIFTED WITH THE POWER TO RESTORE ME TO THE RIGHT WAY

L]

THROUGH PRARER. SACRED SONGS., CHANTS AND INTRICATE RITES.
[¥ NEED, OR ILLNESS, MAY REQUIRE ONE SHORT THIRTY
MINUTE PRAYER, OR A MULTI-NIGHT CEREMONIAL EVENT, WHATEVER

1T IS, MY MEDICINE MAN, LIKE SPIDER WOMAN WITH THE TWINS.

. WILL KNOW WHAT IT IS THAT I NEED AND WILL SEE THAT IT IS

° v

DONE «

IN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF OUR CEREMONlES:"THEleNE_

NIGHT CHANT, DANCERS. MASEED AS PERSONIFICATIONS OF THE HoLy

. S R :
s PEOP;ﬁ)QR.DiVINE PowERS, ARE LED BY TaLinG Gop, WEARING A-
, HEAD DRESS OF TWELVE WHITE EAGLE FEATHERS. THIS IS"A " - « -

HEALING CEREMONY OF BLESSING WAY<;5§/xsiHELD AT HOME% IN

ar

VARIOUS PLACES IN.'THE WINTER MONTHS . / ’ |
v A BN | o —

&
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' ‘ L v N .
' JHE FINAL ‘SONG, AT DAWN QF THE LAST DAY WHEN THE YEIS.

(  THE DANCERS., TAKE LEAVE. IS THE BLUEBIRD CHANT. [T IS THE
i % o L \ _ .
| SONG, THE MOMENT THAT ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE COME TO SEE

THE CEREMONY ANﬂ PARTICIPATE {N ITS BLESSING., HAVE WAITED

-
[ s - .

/ FOR: CORN POLLEN IS THROWN UPON THE DANCERS AS THEY LEAVE~
SINGING THIS BLUEBIRD CHANT WHICH EXPRESSES THE BLESSING AND .

JOY OF HARMONY, AND HEALTH RESTORED. THE JoY oF LIFE. HE

REMEMBERST00, THAT TALKING (OD TOLD US. THAT WHEN WE SHOULD

SEE BLUEBIRDS OR OTHER SONGBIRDS THAT WE WOULD KNOW HE WAS .

*)

NEAR, ) -
®y . v o
THIS IS CALLED BLESSING WAY., THAT WAS GIVEN BY TALKING
60D AT FHE PLACE OF EMERGENCE INTO THIS WORLD. AT THIS NEW
BEGINNING THE YEI TOOK THEIR LEAVE AND TOLD US THAT WE WOULD
NOT SEE THEM ANY MORE,
\ PRESENCE, SRR o~ - ‘
0." C
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