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ABSTRACT ~ .
A process model which included the-influences of
soc1a1 origin, encouragement, and the formation of adolescent period
attitudes as antecedents of early marital and fertility behavior was
constructed and evaluat using three-wave panel data dbtained from
176 nonmetropolitan females from selected Alabama, Georgia, Texas,
and South Carolina high schools. Developed to integrate demographic
and ‘status attainment perspectives, the model depicted a network of
relationships in which the exogenous factor, social origins, .
influenced young adult timing of marriage and fertility through a '
complex of intervening variables. The mod¢l was evaluated within a
path analytic framework. Respondents we%ﬁ91n1t1ally contacted in
their "high school sophomore year (1966-67) when family background and
sigrificant ,other encouragement data were ohtained. Recontacted as
senio in 1968, respondents were questioned regarding status
aspirati . In 1972, approximately four years after graduation,
. respondents \yere contacted for a third time and levels of attainment
- and procreatlon were recorded. The nodel “explalned" 28% of the
' yariation in early fertility indicating the importance of
marital-timing, adolescent marital plans, and educational désires as
important antecedents of early fertility. Fertility desires during
. adolescence were not found to be related to either time of mg§r1age
or actual early fertility. (Author/NQ) ‘
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- ABSTRACT

_ANTECEDENTS NF EARLY MARITAL AND FERTILITY BENAVIOR:
THE IMPACT OF ADOLESCENT ATTITUDES ON EARLY MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY

A process model which included the inf]uehges of social oriain,
encouragement, and the formation of adoiescent period attitudes as
antecedents of early marital and férti]ity behavior was constructed
and evaluated using three-wave panel data obtained.from 176 rnon-
metropolitan females. 'The\hdde1 "expi;fned" 28% of- the variation

s ‘
in early fertility indicating the importance-of marital-timing,

\ N

‘ ado]gscent marital ntans and educational desires as«important an-
tecedents of early fertility. Fertility Hesireshdurinq adolescence
were not found to be related to either tim; of marriage or actual
early fertility' bbpu]ation policy implications:of thesé findings

were discussed. * ’ A
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ANTECEDENTS OF EARLY MARITAL AND FERTILITY BEHAVIOR:

THE IMPACT OF ADOLESCENT ATTITUDES ON EARLY MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY
N \
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Awareness of sex ro]e behavior as an important ‘component of

-

population planning has led to the policy recommendations in which
encouragement of female educational and occupationad_ attainment~~'

1§'regarded as-a mechanism for reducina fert111ty des1res.and o :

- Unfortunately, ‘previous research has largely neglected to demon-
strate processes by which fertility aspirations -and re]aﬁgd atti-

~ tudes aré developed and the re]afionéhips of these tb early child-

bearing. behavior (Kuv]esky\shd-Obordo; 1972Y{ As an approach to
dfécovering such processes, the merger of status attainment mod-
eling (Blau and Duncan, 1967: Duncaﬁ et al., 1972; Séwe}] et a].,y
1969, 1970; Haller and Portes, 1973) witﬁ certain population
policy recommendations (Blake, 1965, 1969; Davis, 1967) should

prové useful. The present study\atteMpts to supp]emént existina

knowledge by focusing on antecedents of familial and status aspira-
tions of young women and their .subsequent marital and fertility

- . patterns. The young adult popu]ation is emphasized since recent

‘\ " patterns of American fertility are largely attributable to timing
S ‘ : . 1
N ;f\\ ~ of marriage and childbearing amona this age group (Campbel1, 1974).

Spécifical]y, a process model takinq into acc0unt'socia1 oriqin

‘ﬁﬁ4 1nf1uences and adolescent attitudes has been deve]oped, using the

vﬁ"_ -

subsequentWy, actual Tevels of fertility (Blake, 1965; Davis, 1967).
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-~ In a series qf articles Blake (1965, 1966,/)967, 1969; B]aée
ifd Das.éupta, 19?2) has maintained that ferti]ity-reductions'cannot
be accqmb]ished solely through 1§mitation ofcferti1i£y to expressed
desires and has argued fof direction of population policy toward
réduction in family siz res, One means by which such reduc-
tions might be Stcomg};z;::iis through demonstration of the advan- .
tages of’gainfu] emp]oyment to potent1a1 mgthers (B]ake, 1965).
Davis (1967) has advanced a similar pos1t1on. While observing the
need for inquiry into sources\of fert11}$y desires,; Davis has ad-
vocated (1) the de- emphas1s of familial roles, (2) the redefinition
of sex ro]es through the influence of the educational system, and
(3) the advancehment of educgtiopa] and occupational opportunities
;vailable to women .. ”In his view, the imp]eméhtation of thése poli-
.cies would encoﬂrage marital postponement and reducé both dési(ed
and actual levels of fertility. ' ’
Unfortunately, such bo]icy recommendations are largely un-
guided by empirical research exp]icitlyAconSidering antecedents
oflreproductive desires or research demonstrative of gffects.of
reproquctive desires on actual fertility patterns’(Davis, 1967).
Actually, there is a dearth of empirical information bearing on
such potentially important antecedent influences as ear]x sociali-
zation,'ehcouragement from signifiéant others, and attitude forma-
‘tion as they impact dpon fer;i]igxé,/Fawcett (1970) in his over-

view of Psychology and PopJ%ation addrésses similar topics in his

call for "basic studies to meet Tong term needs."
® ‘




"The questions that need investigating are so basic
that a recitation of them seems lacking in substance.
What are the factors that lead most people to choose mar-
riage over non-marriage, and children over chin]essness? ‘
How are decisions made about when to marry and, after mar-
riage, when to have children? If these vital matters are
not the result of rational decisions, why is that so?
(Fawcett, 1970, p. 105)."

Fawcett, furthermore, maintains that the "answers to such

! questions, even partial answers, are an essential 1ngred1ent in _ i
the design of population policy and programs.” The amb1t1on of

the present research is to provide admittedly TimPted information

| of this type. It is hoped that the introduction of the status at-

tainment perspectfve with panel data will direct atteﬂ%ion to social .

psycho]ogica]lprocesses leading to early reproductive behavior,

and thus, more firmly 1ink population policy to empirical research.

Prev1ous Research ‘

@

In terms of the prob]em being. addressed one d1ff1cu1ty in

social demographic research bearing on variations in fert111ty
aspirations -and patterns has been the emphasis on $tudies of

~women in the middle ahd late childbearing years (Freedmah et al.,
1954; Nye ahd Hoffman, 1963; Rosen-and Simhons, 1971; Kiser, 1962;
Ridley, ¥939; westoff et a1.,:12?1; Bumpass and Westoff, 19705.
.Despife eXpostﬁj%cto designs, such studies-do suggest associations
of occupational and educational® attainments of wives with family
p]ann{ndkand-sma11 fami]y sizes (Rid]ey,,1959; Pratt and Whelpton, -
1958; Kupinsky, 1971; Duncan, 1965; Astin, 1969; Ho]shrom, 1972;
Carleton, 1965). Furthermore, Stycos (1952;13tyeos et al., 1956),

Weller (1968; Weller and Sakoda, 1971), and Michel (1971) have




marriage.

3' who considered the father s occupational status to be an origin

ST
"

noted associations of employment of wives with family integration,
equa]iterian relationships, and communication between spouses. Un-
fortunately, the expost facto nature of the above studies precludes

clear specification of temporal order and thus determination of

antecedents of marriage and ¢hildbearing patterns.

Iares . .

There are two notable exceptions to this emphasis on expost .#

facto design which seem to indicate that premarital attitudes in-

fluence fertility. Westoff, ftishler and Kelly (1957) recontacted,

after twenty years; a sample of 300 engaged couples who had originally
participated in a study of marital compatibility. Using 154 cases
in which sufficient data were available, they report a correlation

of .27 between family size preference and cummu]ative fertiiity

*Although not explicitly considering fertility, Bayer's (1969a; 1969b)

analysis of Project Talent data indicates the imbbrtance of marital
plans and educational desires on subsequent age at marriage.
Since it seems reasonable to assume that early marriage would be

associated with early fertility, it would fb]]qw that these sape

.influences may indirectly influence fertility through timing of

!

Reviewers in the field of status attainment research (Falk !

and Cosby, 1975; Carter and Carter, 1972) have observed that socio-

‘1ogicai concern with the modeling of processes of individual devel-

opment is 1arge1y attributable to Duncan (1966a, Duncan_et al., 1972)

status for the child. Socioeconomic background has been similiarly Lf

treated in the Wisconsin model by Sewell (Sewell et al., 1969;

v
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1970; Sewell and Hauser, 1972), Haller and Portes (1973), A1gxander
: (A]exander et al., 1975)3mand Wilson and Portes (1975). in these

studies, the transmission of parental status to the next generation
was preseﬁted as partially mediated by academic performahce, in-
fluence of significant otherﬁl and the formatioﬁ of éaucationa1'and

- occupational aspiratibhs.*5 '

While re;eérch in Fhe field of status attainment‘hﬁs_%ocuséd
primarily on backgrounds and attainments of males, findings hon
implications relevdnt to- s attafnment'procésses of women .
Duncan, Featherman, and'Duncan (1922) introduced fertility, or
chi]dreﬁ ever born to wife, as an 1ntervé;1ng variab]e‘jn the.procesﬁ
uﬁder]ying occupational and income attainments of husbands. Ih'this
application, fertility was presented.as an outcome of influences of
husband's father's education, husband'‘s edhcation; husSand's first

~ Job, wife's educatibn,”and wife's father's occupation. Hquver, as
.antecedents of ferfi]ity, only husband's education and wifé'g educa-
tioﬁ'yie]ded significant~resu1ts. The effects of these weré nega-

- tive, indicating an association of higher 1eve1s.ofasgycation with

|

Tower actual fertility. . | N

With reference to fertility patterns, number of sibfings may .:
A ’ !

~_also be considered an origin factor of importance (Bumpass and ‘ %

\

Westoff, 1970; Westoff and Potvin, 1967). On the basis of data

from the Growth of American Faﬁi]ies Survey of 1955 and the Current
Popu]atibn §gryey of 1962, Duncan'(Duncan et al., 1965)£heorizes

that potential parents may seek to recreate family situations famil-

“far to them based on childhood and "adolescent experjences. In the
. p’ ' ‘




same study, it was also noted that women from large families tend
toward lower educational'éttainmept and eaﬁ]ie} marriage and child- k- ,
bearing than women from small families. .

Central to the present s£udy are the theoretical formulatioris - .
of Falk and Cosby (1975). Synthesizing literature regarding female
attainment procésses,:these writers have integrated female sgx_ro]e

~contingency factors into the basic-Wisconsin Status Attainment model

(Séwe]] et al., 1969, 1970). Social origjns influence the nature

~

df\sign{fiqant other encouragement and through such encourage
influence thé formation of educétiona], occupational, magital and
fertility aspirations. These atfitudes are then broposed as influ- -
entia1 on eanly marita]’ﬁﬁﬁ“féﬁtility behavior as well és on socio-

v
- economic achievement.

The Young Adult Procreation Model
. Drghing on the reformu]afions suggested by Falk and Cosby

(1975), a procéss model of antecedents underlying early marriége
and ferti]ity is represented in Figuré 1. This model was déve]mped‘
to integrate demographic and status attainment perspectives. It
depicts a network of relationships in which tﬁé exogenous factor,
social origins,.influences young adult timing of marriagé and fer- Q
tiiity through a complex of intervening variables. Parental socio-
economie€ rstatus (X]-SES) and family of origin size (XZ;SIB) resu]f
in diffgrentia] degrees of Significant.other encou}agemgnt fo}

high status occupational attainment (X3-SOI). “Such encouragement

is viewed as an important influence intervening between social

'
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Figure 1. The Ybung Adult Procreétion Mode1® .

Rz _ R3 \ , R8 ) . Rg ,
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- aVariab]e abhreviat1ons used in the model diagram, tables and text are as follows:

SES -

SIB -
sol -

LOA -
LEA -
M -
LFA -
PARR-
FERT-

0

-~ sured in sophontrg

Standard1zed composj
and mother's edu
Number of liying sihlings in familv of or1qin. .o °
Compnosite schre for encouranement of high occupational staxus attainment. Sources of
encouranementy parents, friends, relatives, teachers and high school counselors. (Mea-
yéar of high school).
Level of occupational aspirations (Senior year of high school).
Level of educational asiiradjions (Sen1or year of high schoo])
Marital plans ¥hage resnondent.
Level of fertiliyy aspirations (Se
"Number of years married (four vears a er high sc.-.])-
Fumber of children (four years after higl 601 i
o ' A
. ? R

~

» score of breadwinner's occupation in Duncan's SEI angd father g,
ons.

oo
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origins and the formation of 1ate-adot§scent aspirations-regarding
"occupation (X4-L0A), education (X;-LEA), marriage (X6-MP)& and”fer—_
TTTTTT Tty (X7-LFA);“Aspirations,‘so developed,lin turn influence
timing of marriage (,xg'-MARR) and fertility (Xg-FERT).

The Young Adult Procreation model was evaluated within. a
-path ana1yt1c framework (Wright, 1934; Duncan, 1966b; and Ker11nger
and Pedhagur, 1973). Consistent with standard path ana1yt1c appli-.

cations, the model ‘assumes: (1) a non-recursive system; (2) 17near-

4 - a

additive’re1ationships; (3) intervat or near interval measurement,!
and (45 appropria%e uncOrre1ated residuals. Path analysis also

requires clear specification of directions'bf influence among vari-
ables. %he spectfication problem was_miniwized_by the uti]izationA

of three-wave panel data in the operationa]ization of requtred

[

variables. Multiple regression procedures were used to obtain the

standardized beta values or "path coefficients" required for assess-

)

- Data appropriate for EValuation of the Young Adult Procreation

_ , o . .
ment of the model (Service, 1972; Kerlinger.and Pedhazur, 1973).

Operationalization and Specification--B
Model were prov1ded by the Southern Youth Study. Intended to in-
Pt vest1gate ach1evement processes of non- metropo]1tan youth, the
«+» Southern Youth Study“1nc1udes 1ong1tud1na1 data on a panel of non--
metropolitan students form selected Alabama,’ Georq1a, Texas and

South:Carolina high schools. Respondents were initially contacted

in their high school sophomore year (1966-1967) when “family back-

round and significant other encouragement data were obtained.




t1me qnd levels of atta1nment and. procreat1on were recorded (Wh1te,

1974)

©

a cbmﬁos1te index derived as, the mean z score of three parenta1
‘_statqsr1nd1cators: 1eVe1 of father S pducat1on, 1eve1 of mo;her S
eduqarion, and the bccupation of the fami]& breadwinner. Father's
'énd:ﬁother'sfedﬁcétipna1 levels were reéorded on d six item scale =
ranging from_a value of "0" for those who did not attend high school’
to d value oﬁ "B for college graduateé. Family breadwinner's oécu:
pation was coded‘according to Duncan's socioeconomic index (1961).
In the calculation of SES, as with other mu1t1 item sca]es where A//‘<
onﬁzpr more items were missing, the rema1n1ng data ‘were ut111zed to
estimate the Xg]ue_of thg variable. For example, if mother's edu-
rd cation and bre%dwinnér's oé;upation were known but fafhér's edurh
cation was'unknoan, SES was estimated using the two known items.
The number of sib]ingsj(SIB-Xz) was defined as‘the total number
. o of brothers and sisters. The Soﬁth Caro1iha‘questionnaire did not
| ‘inc]dﬁe a questioh 6n sibling numper. vEstimates for this portion )
of;the data Were obtained by using, whenlpossibfe, a par;11e1 queétion .
on’sib]%ng order (e.g}, "only child") or a random assignment mﬁssing

data treatment.' .




-

Significant_other encouragemént (SOI-Xé) represents an'?ndex

\‘bf encouragement for‘high level occupational attainment. As sopho- "
mores,/respondents were asked_to name the odcupation-uhich they most
~desired as a lifetime job. The responses to this.question‘w%re
coded according to Dugcan's socioeconomic index,‘an then dichotomized
into high_and lTow status categories\using the median of\61 as a di-
viding point. Structured responses were obtained from a econd
" question ch asked how helpful parents, re1at1ves, friends, feachers
and high school counselorL'had been in developing the respondeJt's
occupational preference. Responses to this'second question were °
coded with a VaTue‘of:"1" inﬁicating 1ow encouragempnt (none or a
“some help) and a value of " 1nd3cating’high.encouragement (much,‘v
" _or very much help) "SOI is an index which combines these responses
Bh . - to produce scores w1th a range of five to ten. A score of "Sﬂ)“
| . 1nd1cated the tho1ce of a Tow status occupation and/or cons1stent J
'percept1ons of 1ow 1eve1s of’ enqouragement from each s1gn1f1cant
,other.‘ Scores from\"6“ to "10" would 1nd1cate an as¢1rat1on to a
‘high status occupaf1on and h1gh 1eve1s of encouragement fronLone N
, ‘or more of the suggested s1gn1f1cant others *
Procedures used to est1maté levels of occupational aspirations - . ¢
(LOA X4) fnd levels of educat1ona1 asp1rat1ons (LEA-X 5) were de-
RV s1gned to approx1mate the sca11ng of aspirations deve]oped by Haller

and h1s assoc1ates (Ha11er and M111er, 1971; Haller et al., 1974)

"Idealistic' and "rea11st1c" d1mens1ons of asp1rat1ons were obta1ned

4

dur1ng ‘the h1gh school sen1or year by asking the respondent. to
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A~

" the final variable, was defined as tHe number of children given

. . &
indicate both the occupational and educational levels that she

‘"desired“ and that-ﬁhe "expected"l td attain. Occupational re-
sponses were coded in terms of Duncan's SEI. Educational responses
wére coded~according to a six item scale ranging from "quit high
school" to JPost-co]]ege degree". LEA and LOA were then determined
by avéfaging idealistic and realist:; responses.

The remaining éttitudina] variables measured during the senior
year of high school involved marital p]éns (MP~X6) apd level of
férti]ity\aspi}éﬁioﬁs (LFA-X7). The respondent's expressged desired
age of marriage was d1rect1y:1ntefpreted as an indicator pf marital
plans. Responses 1ndicating de;ired ages at marriage greater than
?ffty were coded-as fifty. LFA was represented by the average of
the number of children that the respondent desiredﬁand expected
to have.

Marital tim1§§ (MA;é-XS) was 1nd1catéd by marital durétion
and refers to the number of years the respondent had been married
at the time of the third interview, approximately four yqa}s after
the expected date of her high school graduation. 2 Unmérried women

ere given a code of "0". Low scores on this-variable areinter-

pretable as indicating marital postponement. Fefti]ity (FERT-Xg),

birth to by the time of the 1972 interview.

Findings S | -
The mean and zero order correlations from the Southern Youth |

Study appeér as Table 1. The“data described a population of white

14
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females who have experienced relative]y“1bw 1eveis of'fertility with- cErds

\ g
in the four year period following high school, as indicated by the ! ‘
mean ferti]}ty f1gure of .385 ch1]dren. Thirty percent reported

one child,;and'ohly 4% veported two or more chi]dren. The married
status was more»preValent with 667,reporting marriage during this
period. This percentage Has simi]hr to‘estimates for comparable age
groups in the U.S. population (Uﬁé Bureau of the Census, 1971).
The average length of marital dgrat1on was approximately two years. .
Of the 176 women in the panel, 4%rhad been‘married less than a year;" ‘
12% hag,been married less than two years; 22% less than three years; B¢
20% 1e§S'than four years; and 8% siight]y more than‘four years. | ¥
As high school seniors, the women expreSSed aspirations that .
largely reflected prevaiiing American vaiues. Anyemphaeis was p]aeed-
on college training as indicated by the LEA value of,3.9;
Similar levels of educatiopal desires were repbrtedvhy Bayer:(1969a,
1969b) using the§Project Ta]ent natiohaT'paneT. Aspirations for
occup 1bna1gattainmeht were also'relatively high. The mean‘LOA %; .
figure was 55:2.SEI'increment§.: This mean LOA score exceeds the - - L
’average/aspirationai 1eve1§ repérted by Sewell and his_assoeiates
(SeWe]T et al., 1970) for each of the‘gix reSidential categories
of - w1scons1n ‘male students. The mean 1eve] of fert111ty aspirations
+ was 3.1 children, which is eomparable to nat1ona1 trends reported o
’ by*B1a5e (19é€§. The women reported a mean des1red agé, at marr1age
of’approximately.21.2 years., Th1§m129ure corresponds,to the~des1red
age ef 20.5 reported fdr‘Project Ta]eht women (Bayer, 19@95. 1969b).
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Inspection of the corne]ation,matrix in Table 1 reveals terti]-
ity in young adu1thood to be associated with: (1) ear1y marriage
(. 442), (2) younger de51red age at marriage (-.236), (3) Tower levels
of educationa1 aspirations (-.239), (4) Yarger families of origin

(.221) and (5) lower parenta]rsocioeconomic backgrounds (-.148).

’ Of special intere§t was the lack of the expected relationship be-
" tween adolescent 1eve§§ of fertility aspirations and actual fertil-

ity in young, adulthood (-.048). Early timing of marriage, measured

in teris of marital duration, was.also found to be associated with:
(1) younger - desired age at marriage (-.235), (2) Tower levels of

educational aspirations (-.301), and (3) Tower parenta] soc1o-

. economic status (-. 1711 However, un1ﬁke fertility, marital t1m1ng
was not found to be correlated with family of origin s1ze Ante-

‘cedents of ado1escent att1tude format1on, family of or1g1n socio-

economic status and size; and s1gn1f1ch other encouragement,

were found to be correlated w1th both LOA and LEA,3 Surpr1s1ng1y

. on1y fam11y size was significantly related to marital plans and,

- none of theﬁ;hree antecedents: were corre]ated w1th levels of fert11-

ity asp1rat1ons

: Tab1e 2 prov1des path coeffic1enzs requ1red for c1ar1f1cat1on

'_to the above relationships and for evaluation of -the paths of influ-

- ence hypothes1zed by the Young Adu]t Procreation Model. The model

explained 27.7% of the var1at1on in fert111ty of the five ante-

cedents found to have s1gn1f1cant zero order re1at1onsh1ps w1th’

fertility, on1y three (MARR SIB, MP) produced-significant direct

paths within the context "of the model. As m1ght ‘be expected

L]
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13

marital duration exertee the greatest influence on fert111ty (.354);
thus 1nd1cat1ng the 1mportance of early marriage and its antecedents
in processes under1y1ng fert111ty in young adulthood.

Direet1ng attention to the path between family of origin size
and fertility, it shoe1d be noted that the path coefficient (.219)
does ngt substantially differ/from the earlier reported simple corre-
lation (.221).~ This sma11 decline in effects. %ndicates that the

™
1nf1uence of SIB on FERT was' largely independent of other influences

in the model. Consequently, the comp1ex of att1tud1na1 influences
(LOA, LEA, MP, and LFA) did not mediate the effects of SIB. This
finding, with an additional caveet, seems .to support Duncﬁn's con-

tention thet p?ospective parents tend to recreate situations of
their families of or1g1n. As* Smﬂwwas not related to ado1escent '
fert111ty des1res, it could be ;}gued that SIB's 1nf1uence is de-
layed and dpes not become man1fest unt11 the actual adopt1on of
parenty1 roles. = éﬁﬁ |

TheMbhird var1ab1e having direct 1hf1uence on fert111ty

¢ -

" patterns was adolescent marital plans, measured in terms of desired

age at marriade. It has beenkanticibated that this inf1ueqce wquid .

.be important in processes leading to fertility, in that MP would

indirect1y influence FERT. through timing-of marriage (MARR). This S

logic was partially supggrted. Sig 'ficant paths werne found be-

tween MP and R (?.22§).and betw

ing an indirect &ffect of -080. However

MARR and FERT ( 354); 1nd1cat-

Jor influence of MP ‘

on FERT remained direct (- ‘20]) Th1s raises the thorny problem

that adolescent desired age at’ marr1age also- influenced fert111ty ' v




independently of other variables in the model, particy]ar]j the
actual timing bf mafriage. One possible explanation of this find-
ing is that inquifes regarding desired age at marriage required -
reSponden£§ to consider preferentia1mt1@ing-of acceptance of adult

Y

familial rojés“ It may then be that reépondents broadly conceived
éf the marr%ed ;tatus as encompassing the raies of both spouse and
parent, rather than berceiving %he ;prmer as ppteptia]]y and tem-
porally independent of ‘the later. Should this be the case, questions
regarding desired timing of marriage may also tap ideals involving
timing of procreation '

The lack of influence of ado]escent fert111ty asp1rations on
actua1 levels of fertility deserves furtherrEa\\ent in 1ight of the
above d1scuss1on. ,While it might be argued that late ado1escen%
fertility aspirations are ynrealistic or nonrational, it could also
be afgued\that ch aspirations are'inf1uential on'1eve1s of com-
pleted ferti]ig}zbut act indepeﬁdent]y‘of attitudes regarding fiming
6f childbearing. Resolution of this question must await further
observation of the panel as the women advance throuéh their child-
bearing yéars. Noneqthe 1e$s, present evidence suggests that
levels of fertility in young a;ulthood are influenced more by /
adolescent asp1rat1ons regard1ng t1m1ng of marr1age than by adoles-
cent aspirations regard1ng levels of fertility per se. v .'éﬂ

Since timing of marr1age (MARR) had the strongest and most
immediate effect upon fert111ty, it would follow that an under-
standing of early fertility 1mp1iqit1y &pvo]ves the investigat1on

of processes teading to early marriage.- Two attitudinal influences

-20.

J

-

s



!

bserved to exert signiffcant direct effects on MARR. The .
first of these, ado1eacent marital plans (MP), has been prerieus1y,
discussed in terms of its indirect effects,.threugh MARR, on
ferti]ity. It would appear that women are able to translate, at
1east in part, adolescent mar1ta1 timing desires into young adult
behavior. The second attitudina] influence 1nvo1ved ado]escent
educational aspirations (LEA) The negative sign of the observed
path coeff1c1ents (-.234) 1nd1cates both a de1ay1hg effect of LEA
on marital t1m1ng, and through MARR, a sma]] indirect effect of i>
LEA (-.083) on early ferti]ity Several implications are suggested.
In the first p1ace pursuit of post high school educational goa1s
may lead ‘to marital postponement. ConverseJy,vmar1ta1 and parental
statuses’'may be pursued early in adulthood in lieu of hon«fami]ia1
aspirations. In either case, through their effect on marital timing,
educational aspirations indirectly jnf]uenee fertility levels of
young adults. |

Having observed the importance of educational and marital
aspirations_to early marriage and fertility, the next phase 1n the
andlysis was to 1nvest1gate the formation of those att1tudes
Only 4.6% of the variation in MP could be attr1hyted to the in-
fluence of its antecedents (SES, SIB and SOI). Of dhe three prior,
variables, the most important eftect was the significant path
originating in SIB (.217). Women from 1arger families tended to
desire later marriage. This finding was_SUrprising in that-SIB
was previously observed to be directly a;§ociated with higher

levels of early fertility. As a note of caution, it was just as

@

v‘. - SN 2" . -
v | i R
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- However, the. present authors were unaware of reports on American

* women which allow additiona] compar1sons
A tim1ng, was found to be significantly influenced by the three prior’

| 33.6% of the variation in LEA. As had been posited in the construct-v

i

“were\ influential in the formation of the ‘other status attitude, LOA.

at the'1east that an' adequate understanding ef ferti]ity invo]ves

p]aUsib]e that the positiye re1ation%hip between SIB and MP repre-
sents an aromaly of the SOuthern Youth data. Data on Latin Ameri-
can women 20 to 50 years of age and qf a11 marital .statuses have . .
1nd1cated very small negative simple Forre]ations, ranging from
-.007 to -.091, for nine c1t1es,(Cent 0 Latineamericano de Demo-

grafia and Community and Family Study enter, 1972, p. 316).

LEA the. seconﬁ attitud1na1 var1ab1e direct]y effect1ng marital
!

variables in ‘the model (SES SIB, and SOI). Together these explained

jon of the models” the format1on of higher 1eve1 educat1ona1 desires
was associated with higher parental status (SES), with smaller
femi]ies Qf origin (SIB), and with encouragement foi* higher occupa-

tignal attaingment (so1). It shpu]d also be noted that SES and SOI

{

o

, DISCUSSION
ARerhaps the most noteworthy ~finding which resu]ted from the ana1ysi§~

of the Young Adq]t Procreation Model was the general observation that

L]

young adult marital and fertility behavior was influenced by such '

-

antécedents as social origins and adolescent attitudes. This implies,

cons1derat1on of influences originating ear]y in the fem1n1ne B . |

soc1a11zatlon process. The format1on of status,and fam111a1 asp1rat1ons

LA

22




.. control.

'fert111ty which they have already exper1enced? n using the Southernﬂ-
5.

. Py
were encountered. A1though the 1ong1tud1na1 design of the study

qurihg adolescence seemed to‘p]ay a central part,in that process.
WOme;\,who in adolescence exphessed a younger desired age at marriage,

tended to translate their aspi}ations into both ear]y'marhiage‘and

.ferti1ity In addition, women who as ado]escents desired higher levels

of educat1ona1 atta1nment were 1nc11ned to postpone both marriage

and childbearing. From a popu]at1on po11cy standpo1nt th1s suggests

that decisions of young women regarding marriage and fertility can

be part1a11y traceJ to deve1opment and soc1a11zat1on prior to adu]ﬁﬁbod

Therefore, the pre-marnta] period becomes a crucial focal po1nt_' -

for intervention programs directed to'ferti11ty»reduction and
Interest1ng1y, 1eve1s of fertility asp1rat1ons influenced neither

the timing of marr1age nor early fertility. These findings bring

into question policy recommendations that argue for the 19wering of,

fertility aesires‘as an approach to the reduction of population ‘

growth rates. It is at this pqint that our aha]ysis tends to

cdntredict extant 1literature which hai-genera11y found, using

expost facto -designs, that fertility desires were poSitive]y\re]ated_

to fertility. The resb]utien of this divergence in findingstigd

prob]ematicL. In exp05t~facto research the direction of the re]at1on-:

L4

ship is unclear. Do women first deve]ope procreatlon des1res and

then attémpt tb have as many ch11dren as they/want, or do they

s1mp1y bring their reported desires into line with the 1eve1s of

Youth data, however, equally difficult prob]ems of 1nterpretat1on

~

estab11shes the d1rect1on of 1nf1uence the relat1onsh1p was

28 O

Ly
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. between adoﬂescent desires and "ear]y" fert111ty rather than between
des1res and "comp]eted" fertility. If we assume that the pane1 '
membe rs p1an to de1ay ch11dbear1ng and suff1c1ent1y contro] fert131ty
Ce -to that end,. it is conceivable that adolescént des1res u1t1mate1y
could be corre]ated with-comp]eteq fertility. Unfortunate1y, there .
is a lack of para]1e1, 1ong}tod1na1 data setsﬁwhtch could be used to
estab]ish_the genérality of‘the present finﬂﬁngs: To our know]edge,
only the study of engaged,coupies.by'westoff,'Mjshler, and Ke11y»{1957)-
-hprovides,information on'the Ioﬁgitudjnaﬁ re1at15nship between
" desired and actual fertility., . .~ L -
A]though the present study suggests that ado]escent fert111ty
desires are of dub1ous vaﬂue as a policy var1ab1e, it does 1nd1cate
other re1ated 1nf1uences which could ‘prove effective 1in 1ntervent1on.
strateg1es There is the s1mp1e conclus1on that. t1m1ng of marr1age
is. an 1mportant antecedent of early fert111ty Consequent]y, programs
| which would e1ther intentionally or unintentionally encourage the
postponement of marr1age would lead indirectTy to the reduction of
fert111ty This argument can be extendedvtokthe attitudinal level
. | by focusing on adolescent marital aspirations. fhe deve]opment of
~ . des1res to marry re]at1ve1y late, or more genera]]y, the preferre?x
L 't1m1ng of acoeptance,of mar1ta1 ro1es, seemed to be an 1mportant

s

‘antecedent 1nf1uent1a1 on both mar1ta1 timing and ear]y fert111ty
,f'w Programs that 1nf1uence that variable may have greater 1mpact on '

fertility than a direct. approach’ that emphasizes fert]11ty desires .

-

per se.

!

~In aintion to the formation of marital desires, aspirations

for higher educationa1 attaihment-a1s9 appeared to be a variable that

- . e
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S , , v
should be considered in popu]ation po1icy It can be noted that'

v,

14

cthe observed effect -of educat1ona1 aspirations on ear]y marr1age -
was in addition to the effects of ‘marital p1ans, the effects were .
radd1t1ve and stat1st1ca11y independent. Asp1rat1ons for higher
““education encouraged the postponement of marriage even when desires.
for a reTative]y early marriage were held. AIt may be argued that
. the formation of simultaneous. desires for early marrfade and high
educat1ona1 attainment const1tutes an at®itudinal conf11ct for
some women. For economic or other reasons, certa1n women ‘may
be unable to both marry -and cont1nue their education. The\data>
- suggest that in many 1nstances women who hohd such "contrad1ctory
.- att1tudes resolve them by postponement of marrlage. ‘ ' 2,
Caut1on shou]d be exercised in generalizations based on the f1nd1ngs _
of th1s study Without comparable panel data from other popu]at1ons,
it is impossible to determ1ne if our estimates represent*genera]
Aprocesses, or if they ‘are mere]y artifacts of the Southern Youth data
~ set. It should a1so be reca11ed that the panel was drawn from non-
‘metpopo11t1an wh1te fema]es in the South. The processes under1y1ng
‘ \ marr1age and fert111ty behaV1or of these women may substant1a11y
differ from those of women from metropolitian areas, from other regions,
and- from other ethnic groups. There is, therefore, a need for~add1t1ona1
. . research to determine the gehéra]ity of the f1ndﬁngs and t? ﬁxtend '
the ana1ysis so as to more adeanteTy detaﬁ]dthe processes/under1ying.

A - ' : ’

marriage and fertility.
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N A FOOTNOTES

-~

“responses. _ The number- of rep1acements for each variable is reported in Tab1e
1. The procedure used was an adaptation of ‘the NORM routine from the ”Statis-

tncai Analysi's System" (Service 1972) using the means, variances, and 1egit—

..g
‘ mate ranges from known data This procedure had the advantage of rep1ac1ng

missing data without producing statist1ca1 biases in estimates of means or
variances Given the. importance of standard dev1ations to path ana1yt1c SR

(Wright 1934) and regre551on techniques, this procedure was deemed more

-,

desirab1e than either substitution of means or 1istw1se deietion “Investi-- ~ o~

gation of a1ternat1ve approaches such as computations based on correiation

_'w,-_,

matrices (Nygreen, 1971) indicated that random substitution produced siightiy

more conservative resuits.?‘An appendix table is provided which reports the

zero order correlation matrix using pairwise de1etions and means and standard

dev1ations before rep1acements in order for this_ decisioh to be eva1uated

[

230 as, to distinguish between unmarried respondents and those married

1esstthan one year,‘a11 portions of yearscwepe\rounded,t6~“ﬂe next higher

. ¢

-

3The Young Adult Procreation Model (Figure 1)?ana1ysés'six correlations
betwee re51dual inf]uences on the four add1tud1na1 variables’ (LOA' LEA MP
‘and LFK;( vThese_corre]ations were: Corr(R4R5) .384; Corr(R4R5)— 162 Corr

(R4R7)==.114; Corr(RgRg)=.220; Corr(R5R7)=qi83; and Corr(R5R7)—.013, An

adequatefinterpretation of these correlations exceeds both the intended'scope_

of and the data availlble ?orlthis‘articie., Residuals correlations can be

= ¢

260

,
o
4

-
)

TA random rep1acement procedure was used for missing data and uncodeable

-
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B 1nterpreted‘1n numerous ways, €.g., as an indication of a common influence(s)
, o . . e |

"external to the model or as an indication of systematic measurement error.
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