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ABSTRALCY

This survey attempts to verify and delineate the
trends in intrz.ural physical education. Surveys were pailed to 395
colleges and unirersities in November of 1975. Two hundred and thirty
three {56.f%} rere racurned fo. statistical analysis, but the number
of respons.s to questions varied because not all guestions were
applicable to every institution. The survey substantiates previous
findings which indicate that funding for intramural programs comes
primarily fror student-related resources, that most institutions
provide structured intramural and recreation prograzs, that most
institutions sponsor and/or supervise sports clubs, and that the
designated recreation hours are allocated af+ter scheduling needs for
varsity athletics, nhysical education, intramurals, and sports clabs
have been met. In z#dditior, many intramural department.; employ
student activity managers to handle sguipment and oversee intramural
activities. (The report includes statistical tables of individuwal
responses for these items. (DHT)
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. US DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION L WELFARE
NATION: LINSTITUTE OF

EQYCETION

THIS DOCUMENT MAS BEEN QEPRO.
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEWED FROM

THE PERSON DR DRGAMIZATION DRIGIN-
ATING IT POINTS GF VIEW OR OPINMIONS
STATED 00 NOT NECESSARILY REPRE-
SENT DFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE DF
! EDUCATION PDSITION OR POLICY
G -
- Bvery mecber of an institution of higher education should be provided
] N , e s . e s
L en cpoportunity to enjoy satisfying experiences related to their particular
interast in sports and recreation. Taus, the 1979's brought witn it ex.
panded intramural, sport club, and racreational offerings for students,
| ' faculty, and 3iaff. These increesed oSferinss have necessitated increased

funds, greater staff responsidility, chenges within the admivistrative
stru;ture, end prolicy directives of intramura2l progrems. Earlior studies
by Fabian and Ross (1) and Feoian e, el. (2) have identified several
trends cceurring within intracural pragrans nationellyy acoong these are:
“rends councerning adnminictration, financing, scops of respoasibility, cod
suparvision. of achivity within collesz intrazural programs. In odditionm,
this survey examined the priority of recreation within the schene of our

‘profession. Tais particular invastigation attempted to verify 2ad further

delineate the above trends.

Surveys were mailed to 395 colleges and universitizs on lovembdes T,
1975. Close~out Qabte for the survey was January 5, 1976. As of that
date, 223 surveys were received and uced for statistic%% anelysis. Tae

5
$6.5% return supplied zn adeguate nu=ter of responses. Tae nusber of

responses varied for eath question bezauge pot all questions vere cppli-

<P OO OO

Ll y - L ol L

ceble to every institution. ™ __o— - .. -

. e w o T . Lenom L1 R
. - . . . :- - ..-:- ..')‘ ~ - A.-'. e . -
- P . L e - . L. e . -
T = .- - - - e - i Tt - . - .
- aaded P - - - - v, moa - - - -
* L
- .
- N - bl - - L e e LTe W o, R [
.'-\

Sy
o & .

ERIC ' ’

[Arun:provaea o eric . R - [




i .
]
. = M. .

4 ' .
- . i - - e L BT R et -

- __Adainiskering end Finencinz of Intranmurnl Programs =~ . 7 D g e e

—— ——— - -

Fabion et. el. (2) found a majority oMintramural progroms were admine
istered by physical education ardfor ethletic departments, however, funding
fo; intranural progranos came priparily from student related sources. For
the purposes of this swvey the above finding will be lebeled Trend I.

Table I, below, divided by population inerements of 5,000, shows the

responses to Trend I. .

TABLE I

Intramural Adainistration and Finanecing

Intromural, 0-5,000 5,001~  10,00l. 15,001 20,001 25,001 30,001~  TOTAL '
Populaticn 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000  Avove
YES 22 b 27 b 9 7 4 127 .
ezpoases Lo .
Srend I
10 32 16 20 9 2 5 12 a5
TOTAL 5t 60 W7 23 11 12 15 223

Table I revealed 57 (127) of the survey populabion ezgreed thet Trend I

ung an accuraie desceription of tiaelr administrative apd funding st-uciure.

Conbrary to the above finding, 32 schools less than 5,000 end 12 schools
ovar 30,000 reported Trend I was not an accuraté deseri) Sion of their
structure. This roprezents 637 () of the instituticns within these two
population ranzze. Further data revealad institutions less than 5,000

tond to ba singwlarly structured, i.e., administered end funded solely by

—

TPaysical Dduenbion or Shudent Alfairs, vhile wniversities over 30,000 tend to
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Schools responding o to Trend I were asked to explain their struc-

‘tpre, fxominablion of thesge responses by poﬁulation laovel revealed a
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bimodel Qistribution. Instibtutions below 15,000 in population were

" administered by physical educabion and athldtics end funded by physizal

—education and athleties, wniversidy genernl funds, and state appropriations

Jin 73.15 (M9) of the cases. Institubions above 15,000 in population were

funded by student related sources and governed by student affairs, student
associations, Dean of Students, or recreation in 65.5% (19) of the cases.
Lostly, of the schools whose structurs differed from that deseribed,

only 5.2% (5) steted thney intended to 2lter their structure in the future.

-

Administrative Responsibility of Intromural Departments

Fabian and Ross (1) found a majoriity of intramural departments supply
structured activity, adoinister sport clubs, and oversse recreation for
their ropulations., This survey found intramural departments provided s4ruc-
tured activity at 1007 (223) of the institutions, end sdministered recrea-
tion at 73.1% (163).

Table II, below, shows responses to Trend II; specifically regarding

sport clubs.
TABLE IT
Supervision of Sgorts Clubs
Intranural 0-%,000 5,001~ 10,001~ 15,001- 20,001~ 25,001~ 30,001~ TOPATL,
Population 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,03 30,000 Above
Intraqural YES 9 18 30 17 6 6 10 96
Departments %?
Administer o . bs L2 17 6 6 7 127
Sports Clubs ‘ '
TOTAL 54 60 - b7 « 23 11 12 16 223
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. Table IT indicates k34 (90) of the intramurel deporiments administered

-

tsperts clubs. Ex_nlnabion of Dovulation lcvela.revealed, iptramnral depart.

g.q St -

. ments in schools less than 10 000 adninlstered spor*s clubs 1n 23.7% (27 ) of
»
the cas2s, while inugamural deparcments in schools over 10,000 supervised

sports cluba in 63.3% (69) of the cases.

The diserapency between this study's finding and that found by Fabian

and Ross (1) mey be atiributed to their survey s2mple not including insti-

tutions less thon 5,000 in popwlation, wnile 24,27 (S54) of this survay's

responses came from schools mnder 5,000 population.

; : In addition to the responsibililies already discussed, some intramural

departments cdminister inbercolloginte atitletics for males and females
2 2

chearleading, communi%y recreation, cnd greaduate progroms in intramura
administrotion. Pinally, some schools supovly special interest features

not uswelly 2 pert of eost inirarmwral prozrams, those being: counseling of
recreabion ¢l leisure cctivities, maintenance of faeilivies, fitness pro-

grass for foeuity and stadf, wheelcneir gthleblie Drogramsz, recreablonal

clubs, arts and erafts center, and providing recreation for convenbtions and

seminars,

Supsrvision of Tntramural Activitico

Fabion e, el. (2) found a majority of intremural degartments employed
student activiby munngers o honliz eduirmend and oversee intranurel actie-
vities. In tact, 85,2} (150) of tuis survey's réporting institutions
indicaked this was their policy. Cf the 33 schools whicn currently do not
employ stulent ectivity Gonigers, 337 (11) indicated thcy intend to do so
in the n2ar fubure. Student activily managers wero rosponsible for disiri-
bution, obsorvztion anl collection of cquipmant °or partiC1u“nt at 90.6%

(171) of the lnot butions, whil> 84%.2 (160) of thc schools reported sbudent

sebivity nontgers ‘assused Shuse responsibiliblies for officials o5 well.
Q .
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Hhﬂ“ae" or nob student activity menogers should officiate conteqt has

been & controversial qubjnct a2t many ins itutionq. The controversy appears”

- - Law ' a

to center cround student ectivity mwnugers efoCuively operating activit&
sites «hilc officicting contests. OF 196 i_nszitutions reporting, 28.k%

(54) indicated that student acbivity manogers alwost always officiated
contests, 32.6¢% (62) officiated sometimes as substiiutes or elternates,

and 399 (74) very rarely officiated contests. At 81.1¢% (154%) of the in-
stitutions, student activity managers mopintained operation of activity sites,
whetiter or not 2 meamber of the Intromurael stoff was present.

Schools revorting additional duéies, indicated activity managers assume
responsibility for an entire sports activity, i.e., scheduling of contests,
training, schedwling and payment Bf officials, recording of scores, and
awarding of voints. Some schools reported student activity managers also
work witnin the intramural office, their duties ineluding: scheduling of

facilities, vreparing weekly newsletter, publicity, and answering telephones.

Recreation's Place in Our Profession

Fabian et. el. (2) fomd many institut.ons designated recreation hours
to avoid conflict with varsity athletics, physical educotion, intramurals,
and sports clubs: Febian and Ross (1) found recreational activity time was

scieduleq after the needs of the above were satisfied. Of the 210 colleges

and universities enswerirg Trend IV, 79.97 (166) indicated recreation was

last on their list of priorities for scheduling of facilities. One school
reported male and female athletics had virtually taken otgr their facilities
from intramurals, sports clubs-and recreation; while anofger scnool indicated
recreation ranked after concerts, lectures, meetings, and high school even*s.
Of the bl inscitutions 1ndicat1ng the above-trend was an inaccurate de~

seription of their policies, 39 reposted: recre'+‘on had qenarate facilitles,

was of equal importance with other activ@ties,-hqg recreational fime nllotted

during peak hours, or merely occupied a higher position on their priority list.
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SUMMARY

R I Lt

Generally speeking, & majority of intramural programs are adninise

tered by physical educetion enifor atnlaties, waile funding for intramural

Programs comes DPrimerily from studenti related sources. ltost intranmural

departments supply struchured activity, oversee recreation, and coor-

dinate the use of athletic facilities, waile less than half administer

storts clubs. In addition, many intramweral departments edploy student

activity managers to handle equiuvment ard oversee intramural activities
7 )

whetiar or not & meaber c¢f the intramural stasfl is Present. Finally,

recreation is lost on most institutions’® lists of priovities for

facility use.
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