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ABSTRACT

The article presents suggestiona for using English language newspapers

in ESOL instruction. The ‘uthor begins with a description of tha format
of 2 typical American newspapere The types of text frund in a newspaper
are: 1) Techniczl Material(headlines, tables of contents, mastheads, atc.),
2) Short Material(want ads, squibs, weaiher reports, etce), and 3) L§ng
Material(full lemgth articles, editorials, regular features, etc.je

Or the basis of the three types described the author Pressnts sample .
reading texts with learaning exercises, vocabulary material, an& testing
procedurese The sample texts includeé two want ads and one full langth -
front page article taken froqz. oneapolis—based newspaperse The

reader 1s referred to ERIC Document ED 096 849 for zeneral information
ahout the use of magizines and newspapers in fhe foreign lanpuage

clasarocie




Yntroduction

In most modexrn induatrial and commercial socleties, 2 majér source

;f information about dally events and ¢f communication of ideas is
the newspapers In highly technological socleties, such as the United
States and Western Europe, such communication is being supplanted by
radio and television, whereas in more underdeveloped, that is, less
literate socleties, word of mouth is still the major source of news.
However, newspapers are lmportant reading material in both types of
soclaties.

For foreign students at universities, newspapers represent perhaps the

bulk of the personal ;;;hing that most of them may do on a daily basis.
Because of the variety of material to be found in an average American
newlpaper,’i;d because of the brevity of most news articles, newspapers
offer an easy link with the immediate culture surrounding foreign students.
Unlesa students are literature majora or highly fluent in written English,
most will not read novels, plays, poetry, or evem periodical news magagines.
The newapaper is thus the only consistently available reading "break" in

a routine of textbooks, professional journizls, and class notes.

The purpose of thia paper is to analyze the reading skill as applied to
Awerican daily newspapers. There have been attempts in the past to
éxa-ine the role of newspapers Iin the fureign language curriculum.
Lange(1969) describes the various functions® of n:uspapkrs within the
teaching of reading and culcure, especially with reference to Fremch,
German, and ESQL. He suggests how intensive reading in the foreign
language can be accompliaked through use of journalistic waterial. He
also suggests how extensive, broader reading comprehension might be attaic ad
by use of reading guides, leading questionse, and content explanations,
without direct control of the teacher, with newspapers and magazines as
the basise He further discuscss the reinforcement of structural learning,
avaremess of style, and preparation for writing tasks, as well as the
amownt of cultural information to be found in newspapers. In a similar
vein, Guthschow(196%) gives the history of the use of current periodical
literature in the foreign language curricilim in German secondary schools,
vis=3=vis the traditional concept of Yreading™ as weaning belletristic

literature exclusivelys He discusses those journals which are designed
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for teaching English to speakers of other languages, specifically to
speakers of Cermans BRoth of the articles, however, give littla indication

-

as to how nawspapers can be presented to a class of non~native speakers
of the target language, nor' do they go into any detail #s to precisely
what kind;‘of journalistic material are best sulted to a given class of
learnersas .

Dacanay(1963) on the other hand, does give suggestious on how to use

a newspaper article as the basis for teacling reading, ‘specifically to
young learmerss Seely and Day(i1971) go into great detail on how to use
newspaper headlines to teach reading andé culture to high school an&.
college studentB of Spanish, They present genuine headiines from
actual Spanish=language newspapers, with suggestions for classroom use,

student supplementary activities, ané‘evaluatioqa of reading comprehension.

It is this author’s inténtion to expand upon the ideas in Dacanyy and in -
Seelye and Day, to suggest further uses and practical hints for teaching

reading through newspapers in ESOL classes, ) o

The population for these activicties 13 the large group of foreign students,
on American college and university campuses. The group Is heterogeneous

in language background, and comes to the campus with at least minimal
acceptable listening, speaking, and reading skillss The purpose of the
activities 13 to give them small, measured amounts of newspaper reading
until such point as the students feel independent enough to read, under=
stand, and use the information found in newspapers. Certain motivational
factors should be on their side, primarily the fact that they are sorrounded
by the English-speaking eqvironment and muat learn to communicate with it,
even if they are me .ivated 3jolely by academic pursuits znd contacts only

with fellow countrymen outside the classrooms




American Mewspaper Format

The American newspaper is in many ways unlike its countervart in other
culturess A superficial glance at the front page will establish thise

Type sizes may range from very large for headlines and mastheads, down-

to the small type faces usad in articles and advercis;nents. Rarely do
articles of major importance begin and end on the front pages They are
begua, frequently next to a key phorograph with a ;uu-mry caption, rum

for a column or two, and then continue on & later page. Many newspapers
put tablez of contents and capsulized summaries of chief news items on

the front page, along with weather reports, sports activities, and phcne
numbers for varioua newspaper servicese On indije papes 1t 138 rare to find
an entire pamge withont those space—gobbling advertisements(“ads"),

which of course contribute greatly if not substantially to the very. financial
existence of the nawspapere In othe:® words, American newsphpers expose
teaders to & variety of visual stimuli in as amall and as economical space
as possible, while still providing news, factaal information about
community evenca,_anl bases for forning opinions about ﬁaily event.

Although there are many ways to classify the material in an average daily
néewspwper, the following maj-r classifications will be used for thia paper.
Each classification has certain characteristics which give unity to the
material categorized into it and which separate it from the other two
classificationss 7Tbe classifications are: ) Technical Material,

2) Short Material, and 3) Long Material. They are based primarily on
their fnnction, as well as their physical length, within the newspapere.

- 1) Technical Material comprises headlines, photograph-captions, tables of
contents, mastheads, column headings, and datelines. Th~se make up the
"skeleton” of the newspaper. They are the guides which help the reader
discover whera certain kinds of readinz material are located, and in the
case of headlines and photograph captions, which items wil)l have the
greatest immediate intereste It 13 thus possbile to gather a substantial

amount of information about the content of the mewspaper from such materiale
*
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2) Short Material comprises ad%ertisenenta("ads"), want ade, geather
reports, entertaimment listings, stock-market tabley, scores from sports
event;, aqg squibs(short pieces of almanac information put in to fill up
a blank space)s These are highly specific in theme, casily detached in
context from the rest of the paper, each usually with a resctricted
vocabulary and {#aquently elliptical sentmnce stiuciures They are also
the home territory of whole families of abbreviations typically used by
newspapers to commuuicate continually recurring words and ideas, and to

save space and printer's ink. ) i -

3) iong Matetial comprises full length feature articles, editorials,
letters=torthe-editor, fictianaf stories, and on s continuous=these
basis, cartoons and comicse Each forms an integral news™item or segment
of a recurring-thématic fcam, Although each may have a uniqoe context,
they usually rely upon the reader's familiarity with other related events
and general vocabulyry outsidé the single newspaper issue, Thus,

qgﬁike Short Material, Long Material cannot be readily detached from

its cont:.xt, and unlike Technical Material, it does not gulde the
reader's anventfons Rather it supplies the reader with the facts, ideas,

and opinicns being currently expressed in the actual world.

Summarizing the functions of each type of material, then, Technical Hatérial
guides the selection of rsading material, Shoxt Material supplisa speeific

_daﬁa of interegt to a limited sudience, and long Material informa and

stimulates opinions.

When reading skills in connection with tbe newspaper are mentioned, oﬁly what.

is termed fLong Material” {s vaually meant, possibly because of i7s

ressxblance t; iiterarf proses All three types of material, howdver,

contribute greatly to the understanding of the foreign }anguage calture, Co
gqﬁ should be dealt with for the themes and . vocabulary they present .to -

the learner.
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. Texts, Exorcises, and Tests ' .

This section will deal with examples for the claserooca teaching of
each classifieation of newspaper reading materiale Although each is
an example of only one kind of material within a classification, the
principles presented are transferahle to.similar kinds of matattals.
Thus the reading of want ade could b ;reusfer;:k"to the reading of
commercial advertisemente, and-the reading of hfun length articles
could be transferred to the reading of editorials.

Tha newspapers from which eimhs are dravn are the Minneapolis Star
and the Minnesota D3il The latl:'cr is the student nevspaper of the
Untvguttf of Minnesota. Because newspapers in diffaun_!: locaul:ie;
differ‘ffru those in others, the tcacher is urged to make ﬁbatevtr changes
are needed to make his or her exercises conform to the newspaper format
being ueed, to the kinds of materiale being chosen, es well ae to the
deeds and interests of the studemt group being taught. .

Ll

It 18 assumed that the atudeata for which thesc materials are prepared
have the basic iisteming, epasking, and reading akills, that fe, they
are able to follov nowmal apoken English speech with relative case,. ’

and bave hesn trained in English letter combination recognition and baaic
reading comprehension sknls'. On the basis of proficisncy teata, the
teacher can detemine vhich ;nal:er-tals to begin with, ’

1) Technical Materisl

In order for a foreign atudent to read an American newspaper fntelligenblty,
he must first know what it contalns, where the conetuts are located,

B
and how to fdentify 1:3 terms of vocabulary the thiuge he wishes to lsarn ‘ (‘j
from the nevspaper. 3y trial and error he may come to knov where C g
edil:_ortalf. Felﬂist.m and radio listings, weather information, ‘and “"Besr . “‘1.
Abby” are l_oéated. but it is more eco?:miui if he i3 shown vhere everything ,

is end how it is organizedy, at the outaet, especially H‘“hts astive language !
culture uses & nevapaper format thet is dramatically different from the -
American(Hebrew, Arabic, Chinese, etec,)

8




'Rog ;h; teachipg ef hesadlines and .photégraph éaptions, the reader
ia'dira(;tad to Sgelye aud Dey's srticle on the niding of hesdlinea

in Spsnishe Much the same sppreoach spplies to teachisg headlines in

RSOL clessess The reader ehould note that the vocebulagy in l;uilinn not
only indicetes what the following erticle is ebout, but eleo what kind

of culturel information is supplisde This will help the studest identify
which themea the newspeper editors, and indirectly the culture bebind

the newapeper, epneider {mportant to transmit to the réading public.

'“The following exercise is intendad to faniliarize the foreign. student
student with the vocabulery used to identify newspeper itemmss It should
be done orelly, vith the student et first follewing the printed text
as the teacher reade it eloud, and thea with t?. student resding it
alouds The teacher should br@ng an actusl iesue of the newspaper to
¢less in order to poiﬂt out vhat is being discueseds The important ’
vocabulary should be underlined, et in the e.pli“ text given, or'be
written out by the student in e notebooke The former &pprosch can be
used if theopeachnr feels thet the studeat®s basic reading skill is
sufficiently developed to make note teking on thie eubject superfluouse -
The latter approach can be used to be on tha sefe side: etudents learn
best when as many psycholinsuistic functikns ere bought into pley ee
pos:ibleo If the student sees the printed wo:ﬂ ha.:a it epoken. is
Ilk.‘ to repeat it eloud, eud them vwrite it in bis voo hlnd!riting,
it will be ratained longnr ther merely reading and hearing it. =

After orel presentetion, and dilCUIIibn of nev and unfamiliar words,
students should be ehaekad on their eamprthenlion of the vocebulary
pressnteds This can be done by & series of fcetuel questions, celléng
for simple one=word or onl-pQrane acswverse If done in class orelly, the
questions should refer to the newspeper et hand io the classroom,

If written, prior orathreetieq in the same kind of question shodld be
down, beceuse®of the difficulty in %eproducing ecutal newspsper peges

in print and/ or drewinge

N\
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-'rhc' tehching of :'ech{i(cal aspecta of :neyspapars usually |:§kgi ona part
-of a aingle ::lua‘ period, with! tHe exception of hendlima, which cﬁh

take .placs 2s a hqﬁtinma daily exarcise. . lecmu the othar two .
cl,,au‘l.ficatioia roqui.u .prior knovladgs of thh terma idantifying utarial
io thu, moat of ths Techaical Matertal cao be learned by contincous

practice, but shauld’ba discussad befors dssling vith tha Ather two,

2) Short Matarial . . . *

&
&

Au;im nevapapsra thrive on sbbraviations and allipasse Iif every .
advartisemsnt, want ad, stock-market éntry, and wovie liatins were v ¥
vritten out in complate words and sentences, & DEWSpspsr would be <
physically unvieldy, bortn;ly repetitiva(at least optically), amd-
cxh;srhtltmtly 'upmivc. It ia tharafora o surpriss thst tha =major proklam
io reading Short Matarial is the decipheriog and comprahension of\i‘w
viated words and alliptical atructursas The o:forcia:a !uu will ll;m;“\

how thias akill might be devaloped effcctivel;:, using clessified ad= - >
vartim;a("n:‘nlg ai®) as exampiess .

Want ads ars generally ssparstad into thair own sectiop of tha newspapare
They are arrangsd according co aquoct clpasifications for tha thiogs

or utvicu to ba sought, bought, or solde Some Dewapapars aITange auch
hluaifiutapu in alphabetical ordar(&pmu, htpa, Housas, Miasce etce)
Othara give & classificatioa & cods oumber and arunga tha ads in’

numerical ordere Bafore looking for s particular wvant ad, tha ceacher

and atudemt shoyld peruss the sntire sectiom to iatan-iu its classification
structurs, if & cabls of contents is not provideds -

l'.-.

Ones ths pmimla'r colusn is located, tha isolation of a palrticular want
ad cu; bagine TIn s language class it is bast to bagin by distribatiog
eithar original copias of one or more vant ad pagss, or .ssk studenta to
bring a partivular lLasus to classe Otharwiss various forma of duplicstiom
sra availabls, ths ai.up_lu‘t baing for tha teachar to type & dosen or

80 vant eds of intersst and ditto thes ’

A aingle sd should bs feolated(Sse Text 2)s Initially the teacher should
"expand” it, firet by mersly shsubatituting full vords for abbreviationas,

then by filling out complete sentencas and diesss After expanding two or

10
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‘ three wantxadn'fron&;he e coluzn, the gacher should ask the students to ' :
. " read ailantly one ad,” Then ons utudent shoufﬁ expand it orally by '
subatituting full uoras for abbreviationa, then putting thess words into
gentencess The ull:inul:e activil:y here would be for a student to tell

in hié owvn words uhat-a given-want ad says without the intermediate step
* 1. -

6f deliberstely deciphering each abbreviation and elljipesis. ) -
R ’ "

.
-

During these activitus atudents should keep & list od - colnonly used
- ahbraviationa from the neuapaper for fliture qpferenceo Thellist should
be written by topic, since many abbreviations are uaed e:clusivelx in oaly
‘éne kind of want ad columne Adso the vocabulary for many items may’

. require extansive explaﬁation,in taras of cultural awarenass of what
the vocebulary items imply t;.the nevspaper: raader, ﬁuying an ) ‘-‘1
autonobile, for exanple, réquires & whola ranga of. highly l;&ciffﬁrtgt‘.
such as "borscpouer," “puwer stearing,” "air conditioner,“ Mwhits wall tires,”
and the like, uhich Ha¥V not be ir tha experiencc of many students. i}
Looking for an'aparﬂment requires unﬂarstandingibf how A-agic-n apartnents _
are designed, and how, of c.:ourle, Americans live in’ spartnents. The si!pll
uoi'd efﬁiciency," for exanple, when used im uanl: ads for apsrtments,
.= .13 pot quite as simple to ynderstend as its dictionaty definitéon might
« seems. The same goes for ads for -apartments and rcoms in Gkrnlny or Frances
- . .
-.After sufficient eontrolled expanz/!an of selected uané ads ‘has bean‘ﬁracticed
_ l:lile students can be assigned to resd l:hrough any page of waut ads, c.hgck -
“those that attract attention and be ready té report ‘on -these in Ciasse

\ Before & student begins such

\. explanatioms of ,any words or s

reporl: he should be allowed to ask for

"

ctures that are Dew oOF in unulull configurll:iona
N _Such explanations should be made for the entira claslo Then the’ ll:udenl: Q
§ onld hdiscuss vhat he has found In the ad, expllining what the object or i
service is for sale or’ rent, what specific characterintics it haa(size, -,
color, location, etce) what price is requested, ard -hw the reader can

obtain\mrﬁn{omtion about the object or service(addreas, phome numbar, egt.) ,
A\ ] \..

—
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Tests for comprehension of want ads should take one of two _E_on_n‘s.» i _
Etiher a vocabulary kest of isolated terns way be gf;en,—or a sample '_N
vant ad should be presented for the sl:udentl to expand into Eull sentences
or phrues./rollmd by a series of factual queltloﬂ! about l:he ‘'want ad.
In the vocabulary test an item should be given under the classifieatioq*
rubric where it typically appears. ‘The asbraviation '_'l br.,"” for example,
will rarsly 1if ever ba found in a want ad about a Plymouthe It should

be 1isted with.other terms direcl:ly related to the mbric “Apartments.

. )ﬂr Rent." Words which appear in several different columu coula bt v

groupod togather under 8 rubric Such as "General Vocabularyi" although

1t should not take,long for. students to read "immediately” for "immed."
"condition" for "cond." or "mim..u" for "mine” ¥Phone numbers, addresses,’
Qn& price; should also reqpire little axplanation.

-
<

The reading of wapt ads does not have to l:ah a great ‘amount of l:’:lne. .
It can be spread out ovar, a semester or quarter as a continuing kind. of
dxercise alterpative to the more involved activitids of read ing longer -
prose or profesaionallj orieunted material in the ESOL clas,. If the talchtt
sesnes a need at the beginning of the term for intensiva éfliniﬁk ia reading
want ads, hecamae of student requiremants for loc;ting ﬁbusing, Euf;itute.

+ or transportation, it can be done efficiently hy determining which items
are of greatest interest, giving the ‘students a lisg of the moxt R R
important abbreviations, and spending as much time as nacessary examining
with students tha material they peed to understaiu\l quickly. _ .
Thcﬁpritgiplea just:. outlined apply equally well to the reading of full
l'efigth commercial advertisements("ads"), weather reporfs, sports announcemants,
end other reading Watarial with‘a highly specialized Vocabulary and . g
recurring abbreviations. '

3) Long Material

LY

Long Material makes up the bulk of the "news" eontent of a nevspaper. .
Most of the articles of various lengths and styles are examples of

Long Material: £ront page lead articles, editorials, feature columns
(such @5 Ann Landars and Art Buchx_mld), special Ee;tnre' items (Sunday
supplmnt), and letters=to-the=editor(vhich are iz reality “"articles" "~
written by the readers)o Ca:tooﬁl and canirl are included here, since they
eicher highlight io A hmorous was some upecz: of the news and the pe0p1e

to12 Co L
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* in it, or tkey tell a continuing storys These may be eharaeéerized a3

baving ons major theus or point of interest which is elaborated by one
or more subthemer dspending on the length and importance of the srticle.
Although the language of such miterial. avoids strictly colloquisl term=
inology(excepr for comics and cartoons), the demands for space and the
desirs to ceach 88 largs e sagment . of the population as possible cause
newspsper editors to use straightforward and unembellished languages

As e result the vocabulary and structures in Long Material generally
represent the most current level of devslopment in contzaporary Fnglish
usage to be found in eny vriting in America.

Ths followving exefcises show how “eading a standard newspsper article
might l:_e, simplifisd for foreigm ltudentl(SQc Text 3)e

' \
Begin wj_tb a Erornt pase news nrt‘fele. prefot}gly one with national or
internaticnal orimtationo This will reach the- §rul:ul: ounsber of ltt;d;;tl,
sivoe they contd‘n opinions which bsar heavily on previously reported facte
end analyses of the newss -As suck they are more difficult to comprehend wi-
witbhout sei:i:i.ng up the contsxt in which they uerefwritton.

Rewrite the artieler';e‘ as to capsulize in as few sentences as posasible one
main idea in the articles If the teacher feels that the students will have

’ trouble with involved English syntax, he or she may.wish to reqrite a -

portion of the article in simpler sentencese

=

The coudense article should be distrii:u_tod to the studentse Any words

known to be wofamiliar or in an unfamilfar context ‘should he uadsrlined

or glossed. Beéuu accurate comphrehension builds upon listening and .
speakin3, ths passage should be resd aloud, first by the teacher, them by
the individual students Vocabulary items should be explained as necassary,
by anohter stﬁdent' 1f possihle, otherwise hy the t:eachgr.

To test comprehension, a.series of factual Questions sho::id be appended
to the taxte Sriaf anawers, eiti:er ws phrases or as complete sentences,
‘should be e} 1cited orally at first, them later as a }critten test exercises

13
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After several such condensed texts have been presented, a full, uncut
articla may be examimed. This may be in the form of a newspaper clipping,
“f enough copies of the specific newspaper issue are awailabla, or a
typed éuplics tion of the articles Ultimatey a student should be able
to read any factual naws article with at least complete linpuistic
comprehersion, if not complete knmowledge of everything the article talks

about.

Although writing 1s not the subjact of this paper, it 13 a patural followeup
to the reading skill, If students have an obpject to sell or need scae
special service, they will need to know how to condense the description of
the object or service to economical sizes Moat newspz;pers automaticslly

supply the appropriata abhreviations for the custoewr, but he must know

what information 1s essential for a want ad to be effective.

In addition some gt'udents may wish to write a létter to the newspezper,

or as is frequently the case with university newspapers, write a full

- article or editorial om a subject of interest to other foreigm students

or to the American coumunity at large about student concerme. Experience’
in reading the American newspaper makes the job of writil:;g either e want
ad or an article a less time=consuming taske Reading the newspaper also
gives the student a-better undarstanding of the culture with which he '

would other have weaker contact 1f he were able to commuidicate only with
the oral skillse.

14
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Text 1

0) Objective: Students demon understanding of the basic vocahnlary
of the American newspaper hy reading an essay on the news=
paper and then answering tem factual(who, what, when, where,
how) questions about the essay vocahulary.

1) Teacher®s instructions: This 1s a vocabulary building exercise, using
a brief presentation{oral) on the layout of the American
newspaper, done with an actual newspaper as a visual aid.
The words heing taught should he written an the hoard as
they occurs The studenta should he urged to write these
into a cotebooks The significant worda are underlioed in
the text, but may require further explanatiom,

The teacher should read the text firat asloud to the class,
then ask a3 single’student to read a paragraphe I1f there are
unfamjiliar words which require discusscien or explanation,
these should be takep up as they arises Following the
reading of the text, questions should be presented to check
couprehension, -

2) Student®s text:

Although there are differences in Anerican pewspapers from city to city,
) most have the same characteristicss Most hig cities have papers thet come ’
- -~ -~~.. ut, daily, wvith a morning and an evining editiom, although both editions
have the same hasic news items, . The daily newspaper usually has only two
sectionss The Sunday edition, however, may have many sections, each devoted
» to a single aspect of the pnews.

Pl

<

On the front jage are found the chief news stories of the day, each summarized
by the headline, printed in large type above the atorye In addition the

front page navally containa a table of contenta, listing the page wmbers

of other z:ajor pxats of the paper. It may also have a hrief weather repart.

Usually in the middle part of the newspaper is the editorial pages Am
editorial is an article or essay which presents the personal opiniona of the
editor or the puhlisher about a particular event in the pnewss Othervise most
articlea {n the paper do not contain opinions or viewa of the newspaper

. staff, just the faets ahont whatever event- iy reporteds On-the editorial -

‘ page are salso ome Or two satirical cartoons, hased on some story or incident

though oot necessarily related to the editorisls printed pext to it on the
pages Hont nevspapers also print letters vith opinions, comments, cu-plaints,
etce from readera vho send them to the newspaper. Not surp¥isingly, theae are
called "letters to the ediétor.”- .

On the page following the editorials are the comicg,also called "the funnies.”
These short cartoon segments are humowoua and entertaining, and usually

appeel post dirsctly to children or yuvung people, although some ares written

for adults(Li’l Abhner, Peanuts, etce)

-t
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Béllowi - *u¢ comics 1s the sports pagee Information about vsrious
sports avents_is given hare, as well as the scores and results of event
already played. '

The last few pages of a newspaper tontsin the claszsified advertisements
most often simply called "want ads,” Thase are short announcements put in
bz people who want to buy, rent, or sell scmethings Just about anything
can be advertis-d theras: Automobilas, houses, apartments, radios, cameras,
books, jobs, etce These want ads are arranged acoording to subjects, with
3 short heading for each subjects

Almost all newspapers contain many commercial advertisements or “ads,"

A store or cowpany buys aspace”in the paper to tell what producta or
sarvices it has for gales Those ada are very short and fit into the
column of print next to the cther news, or they can cover an entire page

- or part of a page and be separated by a border from the rest of the papers
Newspapers earn a lot of money from these ads, which explains why there are
go many of theme Ads are usually found anywhere in the paper except on
the front page.

3) Tast questions:

as How ofter is a newspaper printed? Uow often does it come out?
be What is on the front page?
Ce Where is the editorial page usually found? What is on it?
dy What are the "fupnnies?"
¢, Where can you find the scorcs of football games played?
fo How many sections does the daily newspaper usually have?
8o What does a "headline" do?
he If you want to express your own opinion about something in the
newspaper, how can you do it?
i1, ¥If you want to sall sométhing, how can you do it through the newspaper?
3o Arqaghe the following words in the order in which you find the
zems mentioned in the newspaper:
- lettars=tomthe=editor, want ads, front page.

i6




Text 2

0) Objective:

14.

Students demonstrate understanding of a standard newspaper
“want ad” by (I) expanding abbreviated words and symbols
into complete words and phrases, and (2) retelling briefly
what the ad says by changing the (expanded) text into one’s
own wordge This can be done either oxrally or in writinge

1) Teacher® 's instructions.! With want ad pages prasent, or with a typed re~

2) Sample want

production of want ads, expand one or two single ads from
the gsame column. Then ask a student to try it himself.

Put accumulated abbreviations and terms on the blackboard.
Ask students to take noteso Use sample format for expanding
and testing given belowe. Oral presentation.

ad expansioni
(Actual want ad rtext): -

B3R security, carpezed, AC, 2612 Pilibbmry, 432~70083,
823-8318 .
(Expanded abbreviations):
One bedrocia apartment, security system, carpeted, air
conditioning, address 2612 Pillsbury, phone numbers
432~7008 and 823~8318.

(Expanded sentences and ideas):

There is a one bedroom apartmeat for rent. Tt has probably

a kitchen, bathroom, living roem, and one or twe closets.

The apsxtwent building has a security system: only people
with a kay can get into it, unlces someone indide lats them

in. There i3 air condftioning $n the apartment. <The address
of the apartment building is 26§52 Pillsbury. The phone numbers
to call are 432=7008 oxr 523=-8318.

s edBC e R RN D OO0 OO0 RGO P ROD OO ORROCO QRS AP RRER RSO RDRERRED

(Actual yant ad text)s
NEW BFF cptd, will furn.pkgeclose in. $135.0ct 31,
378=1905 aftar 5.

{(Expanded abbr:viations)

New efficiency apartment, carpeted, will furnish, parking
close 1in, rant $135 per month, move in October 31, phone
378=1905 after five o°clock in the evening.

(Expanded sentences and ideas):

There is a new efficlency apartment for rent. It probably

has one large room which serves as bedroom and living room,
with a kitchen next to it. ‘The bhathroom and closet ara
geparate roomss The manager 18 williag to furnmish it, although
15 1s probably an unfurnished apartment. Parking £or cars

i3 ¢close by, but apparently not reserved for apartment tenantss
The rent 1s $135 per monthe You can move in as early as X
October 31. Phonme 378«1905, but only af:er five o'clock

in the evening.

17
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3) Test questiona:

"1 15

Expand tire followlng want ad, removing all abhreviations, replacing
them vith complete words and phrases. The want ad comes from the
column marked "Apts. Unfurnished™ +)

RSVLE | br wikout iz 18 2 yr old unite Sec sSyste
air condeindr pool, sauna, lease¢ thru Aug 72¢ Rent
discounteds 633=0339 MUF eves.

Answer the following questions abecut this want ad.

le
2,
3.
Go
Sa

TS
7o

How many bedrooms does the apartment have?

is the apartment hulding small?

How old is the apartment huflding?

What additional conveniences does the apartment have?
If you moved into the apartmeat in August 1971, how
long would you have to pay Tent there?

Does the want ad say how much the rent is?

What do the abbreviations "AC," "gec syst." and
"indr pool" mean?

+) The expansion stould look like this:

One bedroom apartment in Rosaville, in large two
year old huilding. Security system, alr conditioning,
indoor pool, sauna, lease through August 1972. Phone

633-033%¢ . Ju

?’, denesda?,' o li-(.“!&yj L;, ‘{‘L:. e;‘?mi'n?.

I Y R I N  E E  E R e N T Y R L R R L Y L Y L R R L E Y Y L E T L R T Ry Y YY)

Symple vocabulary

quiz

Y

{
In a want ad colummn, dealing with "Autos for Sale,ﬁ{éh%t de the following
abbreviations staud for? Substitute complete words or phra3es.

dre
enge

PS

bp.
nte

AC
W

htr.

PB

18
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The following list gives the more common abbreviations found in want
ads In the Minneapolis Star and the Minnesota Daily., The items preceded by

a +) may raquire explanation for most foreign students.

“General Vocabulary™

lo

hi

tliru

nite

rite

lite

min, (>minute)
sece (*second)
ste (Gstreet)
aves
ni.(=mile)
lge., lrge
sh(r), (=share)
¥ra

etces2tC,

"Autos for Sale”

trange (=transmission)
whls. (=wheels)

W (=white walls)

eng. (=engine)

auto. (mautomatic)

dr. (=door)

ht. (=hard top)
PS(=power steering)
AC(=alr conditioning)
PB(=power brakas)

hp, (=horse power)
htrs (= ° .heater)
stde (astandard)

-
+)
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"Apartmerts, Unfurnished/Furnished”

apt, (=apartment)
mo, (=month, per month)
Mose F(-male see EMIB)
cptd, (=carpeted)
dplxe (=duplex)
13, (»*lease)
pkge (#parking)
bldge (*bullding)
rm, (3room)
eff.(=efficiency)
utile(=utilities as part of rent)
bre, BR{=bedroom ... plus bathroom,
living room, and one or wmoras closets)
mgre ("manager)
5xx (=500 block of streetr)
sets (=security system)

&
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Taxt 3

0) Objective: Students demonstrate reading comprehension of printed news
article by answering a given number of factual quastioms
with short answexse

1) Teacher's instructions: This ig a reading exerclse to get students o
pick out important facts from a newspaper articles The
teacher should read the condeased article once aloud to the
classe Then single students should be asked to read ome
paragraph at a times If vocabulary difficulties arise,

hese should be handled quickly bmt completelye However,
. exte§§1ve explanations should be avoided so as not to
distract from reading taske The questions in the testing
poase may be handled orally after the couplete reading

of the texte Short answers should be elécited, although

complete sentences may be requested to check on grammatical

accuvacy of the answerss The hasic purpose of this exercise,
however, 1s to impwove reading comprehension of a newspaper
articles Once several condensed articles are used, a full
length uncut article may he read in the same waye

2) Student®s text: Text is taken from The Minmeapolis Star 91, ccciv(November
14, 1969): 18

CAPE KEWNEDY, Plorida = America's three~man Apollo 12 crew
successfully blasted off on the second mission to the moon
today, despite a lastminute thuuderstorm that may have jolted
the rocket with a lightning holte

The thick squall had threatenad until the final moments to delay
the flight of Havy commanders Charles Conrad, Alan Bean, and
Richard Gordone

Shortly after the rocket disappeared Into 2 heavy vrain claud,
there wyas a very definite flash in the skye It looked like two or —-
three quick Flashas to observers on the grounds

ihe Apollo i2 spacecraft entered earth orbit tuelve minutes after
launch at 10:34 aeme, Minnezpolis timee

President Nixon, his wife and daughter, as well as Vice=President
Agnew aiid his wife were among the estimated half million persons
_ who watched the dramatic blast=off at Cape Kennedys

Cenrad and Bean are scheduled to touch down on the moon at 12:93 ,.m.

Wednesday, in the lunar landing module, named "Intrepid” while Gordon

remains in the command ship, names "Yankee Clipper," which will £1% at
an altitude of from 62 to 76 miles above the surface of the moons

They will stay on the lunar surface for 3] hours, as contrasted with
the 21 hours which the astronauts of Apollo 11 spent on the moons

They wiil leave hehind a packagé of instruments for scientific measure—
ments, which contains a radio unit to heam the infoxmation gzathered
back to carthe The power supply will allow the package to ocperate

for more than a year.
ey 20
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12,

The woon explorers are equipped with two hammocks and blanksts
so they can sleep during their rest perlods on the mconm.

(Article copyrighted by the Mimneapolis Star, 1969)

Ny
3) Tast Guastions:

a, How many wmen are aboard Apollo 12%

b, What are their names?

c, Have pen gome to the moon before? How many timas?

d, What happendd to the rocket as it disappeared into a rain cloud?

e, What time did the Apollo 12 blast off?

f. Who watched the blast off at Cape Kennedy?

g+ When will(did!) the men land on tha moon?

s What is the pame of the lunar landing module? The command Bhip?

i, How high will the command ship £ly above the moon?

j» Bow long will the men stay on the moon?

ks Bow long did the men oi Apoullo 11 ctay om the moon?

1, What will the men of Apollo 12 leave behind on the moon?

z» Hhere(Bow) will the men sleep while on the moon?

v, The three mem ¢f 2Apolic 12 are referred to in the article by four
other titles. Name three of the four.
(Answer: crew, commanders, astronauts, moon explorers)

I
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