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A Layman’s Guide to Audio-Visual Jargon

Few vocations have the spread and depth of jargon
as that of the audio-visual divisions of media. While
this glossary of terms is limited to film. television,
and sound/slide presentations, it makes

no pretense of completeness. it is intended. rather,
to serve as aguide —a starting point—through the
land of Broads. Bazookas, Butterflys, and Brutes.

Many of the definitions have become “standards”
in the industry. while a few terms have been
included for their delightful obscurity (see “tron
Man™).

Because the same words sometimes have entirely
different meanings in different media. we have
divided this compilation into primary categories.
Shouid you fail to find the definition you seek

in the most obvicus group, you might find clues

in one of the others. Faiting that, you are probably
on your way to compiling a new glossary of audio-
visual jargon.
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a anamosphic lens Alens designed to produce

H

awide screen image.

angle of view Theangie formed when two
lines are piotted from the center of alens to the
two distant corners of the negative.

aperture The lens opening that regulates the
intensity of light reaching the fiim.

ASA Refers to American Standard speed .
which is a system used for rating the speed
or sensitivity of film emuisions to light.
aspectratio Refers to the Patio of width

to height of a projected motion picture image,
screen, or TV dispiay.

base The film base is the piastic material
upon which the photographic emuision

is coated, or the foundation upon which
magnetic particles are arranged on audio

or video tape. .

brightness range Variation of light intensities
from maximum to minimum.

brilliance The degree of intensity of a color
or colors.

color temperature Color temperature refers
to the color of a theoretically perfect source

of radiant energy which emits light because

of its very high temperature. The higher

the temperature, the bluer the light; the lower
the temperature, the redder the light.

crab Abbreviation for crab dolly, a smali
portabie wheeled camera support.

cyan A blue-green (minus red) color.
definition The ability of an emuision to record
fine detail, or the ability of a lens to reproduce

AY

fine detail. Also called resoiving power

or resoljution.

depthof field The range of distance within
which objects are in satisfactory sharp focus.
depth of focus The range through which

the image plane (the emulsion of the film) can
be moved backward and forward with respect
to the camera lens. This term is often confused
with depth of field and vice versa.
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‘ dolly "Any of the various triangular wheeled -‘
supports for camera tripods or lighting s(aqu.

e exposure The productoftimeandntensity
of iilumiration acting upon photograghic ?
matenal 1

f f.p.s. Framaspersecondorthe number
of pictures produced avery second as the fiim
passes in front of the camera aperture. .
flat Denotes lack ot contrastin a print
or a negative i
focallength The distance between the center
of a fens and the point at which the image
of a distant object comes into focus.

! toot-candle The ntensity of light falling “—
i on one square foot of surface piaced one foot
away from a light source of one candlepower.
i frame Theindividual picture on a strip of fiim.
i-stop A term denoting lens aperture.
g gate The partinthe camera mechanism that

holds the film while each frame is exposed.

gray scale Aseries of densitiesin definite

steps from white to black. _

h halogen Iiodine, fluorne, chiorine, astatine.

and bromine are known as halogens. A halogen

combination forms the gas fill in a tungsten-

halogen lamp. N '

hard A term used to describe excessive

contrast in prints or negatives.

i incandescent Glowing with heat and emitting
light such as the tungsten filament
in anincandescentlamp.

k kilowatt One thousand watts. Abbreviated

K or kW.

m magenta A reddish-blue (minusgreén) color.

p perambulator A wheeled, steerablie platform
which typicaily supports an extendable
microphone boom.

Pt
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. picture film. Perforations are engaged by the

perforations Regularly and accurately spaced
holes punched throughout the length of motion

teeth of various sprockeis and pins by which
the fitm'is moved and positioned as it travels
through cameras, processing machines,
printers, projectors, and other types of motion
picture machinery.
pressure plate A plate in a camera, projector,
or opticai printer which presses on the back
of the film in order to keep the emuisicn surface
in the focal piane of the lens.
primary colors in light. the primary colors are
red, biue, and green. in pigment. the primary colors
are red, biue. and yellow. In both tight and pigment.
white is the presence of all colors and biack
is the absence.
quartzfight Ageneral term ysed to describe
the tungsten-haiogen lamp bulb. Halogen is the
name applied to the classification of elements
such as iodine, chlorine, bromine, fluorine.
and astatine. A halogen gas. sealed in the
lamp, re duces blackening and maintains
correct color temperature of the lamp.
raw stock Film which has not been exposed
or processed.
secondary colors Colors formed by the
combination of two primary colors. Yeliow,
magenta, and cyan are secondary colors.
shutter A mechanism for obscuring light from
the film as it moves from one frame to the next.
single frame exposure A method of exposing
motion picture film a single frame at a time. Often
used to produce animation effect.
slate The rectangular writing surface (usually
black chalkboard) on which notations of scene,
date, film, take, director, etc., can be entered
to tag the beginning of each take. Qften
combined with a hinged stick for synchronizing
picture and sound, it is then sometimes known
as a clap-stick.
soft Aterm used to describe prints and
negatives with Jow contrast.
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spider A triangularsirap metal supoort used
1., he'n pastion the iegs of a camera tripod
317 51K SUTaces.
tone in cinematography, this usually appheas
ta the color of a photographic image
ar.:ncorrectly. to any distinguishabla shade
ot gray
transmission The ratio of hght passed through
2 1ransiucent object to the light fatling onit. The
1ransm. 5500 ratic of alens is normally
gmprassed in percentage of light passed
py thelens.
v vignaite Blurringthe boundary portions
ot the frame and keeping the image at the center
of interest in sharp focus.
2 zoomlens Alenshaving afocal jength that
1s continuously variable within a certain range.
It can simulate the effect of moving the camera
toward or away from its subject.

—
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b baby Jargon for 500-750 watt, six-inch Fresnel
spotlight. Also known as an ace.
backlight lllumination from behind the subject
in a direction substantially paralle! to a vertical
plane with the opticai axis of the camera. Enhances
the illusion of three dimensions and provides
separation of the subject from the background.
barn-door Shutters or flaps. usually two or four.
which are attached to the front of the luminaire
in order to controi the shape and spread of the
light beam.
base light Uniform, diffuse illumination,
approaching a shadowless condition, sutficient
for a TV picture of technical acceptability and
which can be supplemented by other lighting.
batten Horizontal pipe on which luminaires
or scenery can be hung. )
bazooka Film jargon for an arrangement of pipes
and clamps which permit lighting fixtures
to be suspended over the edge of an overhead °
catwalk.
beam projector Ailuminaireusing a parabolic
reflector and clamp which produces a nasrow,
intense, and soft-edged beam of light.
black body A theoreticai body possessing the
properties of a perfect radiator and which,
therefore. at any given temperature radiates - -
at all wavelengths the maximum amount of energy
which any radiator could radlate atthe same
temperature. The color vaiue of a light source
is often quoted asits "color temperature,” that
is to say, the absolute temperature (in K°) atwhich
a black body would emit radiation giving the same
impression on the human eye as does the light
source under consideration.
boom An adjustable, tubularsteel support
apparatus used for positioning a microphone
or lighting fixture over an area inaccessibie
by a traditional stand or tripod support.

" borderlight A row of lights mounted above

the acting area.
brute Film jargon for a 225-Amp DC Arc
Fresnel spotiight.
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buttertly A tubular frame (usu ity rectangular)

wil™i Wwhien 15 supported one Or more layers

ot 3z2eom matertal The butterHy s used over the
isi#Trio ne photegraphad to control the

dirsnt sanaght

cameo Agntajsituationin TV production when

or.y 'na csregrouad s iieminated The background

53¢ 1Sk and unagnied Also see himbo

candlepower A termtnatis sometimes used

R aceof antensity

catwalk The ovarhead watk-way inafilm

ar TV stud:o which permuts technicians easy )

access to mouatng and adjusung ighting fixtures »

suspendead from 1t ;

c-clamp A cast metal clamp. fitted with a screw-
type binaer and adapter. by means of wnich
aighting hixture may be suspended from

an overhesad pipe gnd.

century combination . A combination floor stand/
support arm which aliows precise placement

of the vanous matenals used by fitm makers

to controi ambient light. Types of materials used
inciude flags. cutters. scrims. black net. lavenders.
and sitks The century ailows the control of various
patterns. ight density, low-key iHlumination, light
cut-otf. and diffusion effects for both indoor

and outdoor filming

chroma key A television special effect which
electronically uses a monochromatic color
background to key theinsertion of another
background picture. Deep uitramarine biue
commonly s used for the background when the
foreground involves peopie. This process

is analogous to the traveling-matte systems used
in motion picture photography.

cluster Any of the various sheet e{ai enclosure
lighting fixtures utilizing a group of {usually six)
bare lamgs and sockets. Normally hung by cable
for topfighting of film sets.

coior frame A metal frame used to support
colored. transparent materiatl at the front

of a luminaire
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color media Any colored transparent material
that can be placed in front of an instrument to color
the light These are often referred to as “'gels”
(for.gelatin, but glass and plastic materials are
also used.

colortemperature Refers to the ''warmness'’

or ' cooiness’ of color rendition of lights. The
higher the color temperature (in degrees Kelvin).
the “cooler’ (blue-white) the ight appears

to the eye.

crosslight Egual ilumination in front of the
subject from two directions at substantially equat
opposite angies with the optical axis of the

camera and a horizontal plane,

cyclorama A vertical surface which is used

to form the background for a theatrical-type
setling. Although it can be fabricated of a solid
materiat, which is referred to as a hard cyc, usually
it is made of heavy cloth which is drawn taut in both
the horizontal and vertical planes in order

to achieve a smooth, flat surface. Gives the illusion
of great depth with no visible horizon line.
cyclorama strip lights A row of lights mounted
horizontally at the top or bottom of a cyclorama
to tightitin a smooth or uniform manner. Also
Known as cyc strip..

diffuse A type of surface from which reflected/
transmitted tight is distributed unitormly in ail
directions. When used in reference to light,
itindicates a soft light.

dimmer A device used for controlling the amount
oflight radiated from a luminaire. Common types
are: resnsLance auto- -transformer. magnetic
amphf:er smcon congrqjed rectifier or semi-
conductor, thyratron and iris type dimmers.
ellipsoidal spotlight A luminaire embodying
alamp, a reflector, atframing device, and a singte
or compound lens system. together with provisions
foraccommodating a pattern holder and patterns.
Produces a hard-edged beam of light with
a smootbh, flat fieid,
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eyelight !llumination on aperson to produce

1 soecular reflection from the eyes (and teeth)
withgiat adding a significant increase in hight

to tre subject

fader Atermapplhied to master dimmers
controling many dimming circuits.

fill light Suppiementary illumination to reduce
snadow Or conlrastrange.

tixture A name apphed to luminaires.
foot-candie A umt of itlumination. One foot-
candie equals one lumen per square foot. Formerly
the armount of hght produced by one candle failing
on one square foot of surface positioned one

foot away.

Fresneilens A spothightlens with stepped risers
on its convex side. Produces a soft-edge beam

of light. Also see Fresnel spotlight.

Fresnel spotlight A luminaire embodying a lamp
and a Fresnel lens with a refiector. which has a soft
beam edge. The field and beam angles

can be varied by changing the spacing between
the lamp and the iens. :

gator grip A sheet metal, spring-loaded “giant
cliothespin® which has a mounting spud for
alighting fixture. The gator grip aliows a lighting
fixture to be quickly attached to doors, ladder
rungs, desk tops, etc.

gel See colormedia.

globe Ailternateterm foriamp, envelope, or tube
{iight buib).

hard light A lightthat produces hard or sharply
defined shadows.

high-key lighting A type of lighting which rgsuits
in apicture with gradation falling primarily
between gray and white; dark grays and black

are present, but in very limited areas.

inky Jargon for 100-250 watt, three-inch Fregnel
spothght. Also known as inky-dinky, midget.

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

instrument A name appliedto theatrical type
tuminaires.
iris An a{rangement of thin plates that form
an opaque area with a circular opening in the
. center. The size of the circular opening
is adjustabie. As an example of its application,
an iris diaphragm commonly is used in follow
spots to vary the size of the beam. Also known ™
as iris diaphragm,
junior Jargon for 1G00-2000 watt, eight-inch
Fresnel spotlight. Also known as a deuce.
k Kelvin This is the unit of temperature ysed
to designate the color temperature of a light
source.
key light The apparent principal source
of directional ilumination falling upon a subject
or area. ‘
kicker A side or back light often nearlens
height; used to rim faces and profile shots. Fresnel
spotlights usually perform this function.
lighting control console The assembly, usually
a desk-type housing, used to contain the controls
required for adjusting the production lighting, such
as dimmer, non-dim, and other control functions.
lighting grid A fixed structure of either aluminum
or steel members, such as pipe, which is located
above the studio floor for the purpose
of supporting luminaires and required electrical
outlets. L
limbo A black background having no detectable
detail. oo
low-key lighting A type of lighting which results
in a picture with gradations from middie gray
to black and comparatively limited areas of light
grays and whites.
lumen A unit of light intensity.
luminaire A complete lighting unit consisting
of alamp or lamps together with the parts designed
to distribute the fight, to position and protect
the lamps, and to connect the lamps to the power
supply. Alternate terms: fixture, instrument.

-
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tuminance A measure of the light {flux) perunit
area leaving a surface in a particular diraction.
The umts the footlambert. This quantity was
formerly known as brightness.
modeling-fight llumination on the subject from
a direction opposite to that of the key-hight. Fresnel
spotiights are typically used for this purpose.
Also known as counter-key.
non-dim circuit A circuit supplying electrical
power to a fuminaire by means of a switch
or a retay in order to permit an on/off function
rather than a dimming function.
pantograph A hanger assembly having a scissor-
type mechanical action which permits variable
height adjustment and which is counter-balanced
with tension springs and friction devices. Typically
used for suspending lighting fixtures
or TV monitors. .
patchpanel A plugand jack assembly which
permits studio outlets to be temporarily connected
to various dimmer and non-dim output circuits.
scoop A lumnaire consisting of only alamp
and bowl-shaped reflector; génerally. the reflector
has a brushed aluminum finish and s typicalily
fourteen to eighteen inches in diameter. Aiso
known as floodhght.
scrim A flag made of transiucent materia&Such
as gauze or giass fabric, and used to diffuse
or soften light. The term is also applied
to gauze-like theatrica!l curtains. When properly
highted from the front. this curtain can appear
opaque. When lighted from behind, the scrim
becomes transparent,
S.E.D. Abbreviation for spectral energy
distribution. or the reiative amounts of energy
at different wavelengths emitted by a radiator
atagiven temperature

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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senior Jargon for 5000 watt 12" Fresnel spotlight.
set-iight Separate illumination of background
or set other than that provided for principai
subjects or areas.

side back-light llumination from behind

the subject in a direction not paraliel to a ve’rtical
plane with the optical axis of the camera.

silk One type of scrim; a sheer, transiucent
fabric material used in various manners in film-
making for the controi of ambiant light.

sled Fiim jargon for a tubular steel frame with

a mounting spud (socket) which can be hung down
the surface of a wall to allow a lighting fixture

to be positioned against a vertical set wall or any
vertical surface. Also known as wail sled.
soft-light A well-diffused light source which
produces soft or poorly defined shadows. Usually
used for fill lighting purposes. :
specular Descriptionofa or-like surface.
The reflector in a highting fixmas aspecular
surface. When used to describe a light, it implies

a hard light.

spud Refers.to a device which adapts a lighting
fixture to an attachment device suchasa C-clamp.
striplight A Juminaire with a number of lamps
arranged in a line. Often, each lamp

is in an individual compartment. There may

be a reflector behind the lamp and/ora color
media in front of the lamp. Striplights are normaily
wired in three or four circuits.

tener Jargon for 10,600 watt, sixteen-inch
Fresnel spotlight.

trapeze Film jargon for a tubular steel device
which supports two lighting fixtures from
extensions; the trapeze is then hung by arope

or cable from a position over the set.

trombone Fiim jargon for a tubular steel clamping
device which, when hooked over the top of a set
piece, allows positioning one or more lighting
fixtures attached to it.

11
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tungsten-halogen A type of lamp design
incorporating a tungsten filament suspended

1 a:5iass enveiope with g 9as hilinsluding one

of tha naiogen gases (bromine, iodine. etc.) As the
filament heats. the tungsten atoms set free are
chem:cally combined with the halogen particles
and are re-daposited on the fuament, This
produces a lamp of axtremely long life and stable
Coidremperature. since blackening typical

o incardescent lamps does not oceur.

unit Aterm appited to theatnical-type lumjnaires,
basically jargon for a lighting fixture. Alternate
term rsanstrument.

wavelength The distance between corresponding
pOINts WY two consecutive waves.

waork lir_;%ﬁf’s A general ighting system
permanently instailed 1n a studio or stage
production area which provides sufficient
slumination for moving scenery and general

work when the production lighting system is not
nuse.

§
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a ac Abbreviation for alternating current, A handy
formuta for figuring the wattage drawn
by an electrical device when the voitage and
amperage is known is the “West Virginia Formula,”
W = VA. Common household current is 115 voits ac.
.alt A function button.present on some A/V
programming devices allowing a changein the
active status from one projector to another.
Abbreviation for alternate,
ambientlight The existing level of ilumination
in any given environment.
analysis The capability to move the film through
the projector at varying speeds so the viewer )
can "analyze” the action or the details of the
image. See also stop motion, and freeze framing
in other sections.
snimation When applied to slide presentations,
refers to a series of two or more still-pictures
which give an illusion of movement when used

_ in sequence. Often employed as a noveity effect
to inject a bitof humorinto a presentation.
aperture width, aperture height The actual
frame dimensions of a particular format
as itis mounted and projected in a slide or movie
projector. Some common formats have the
following dimensions:

Aperture Aperture

Format Width Height

Super 8 mm .211inches  .158inches
16 mm Motion Picture 380 inches .284 inches
2" x 2" 35 mm Slide 1.346inches  902inches
2" x 2" Instamatic 1.043inches 1.043inches
arclamp Oneof the four general types )
of projection famp configurations. Modern arc
systems are typically about four times brighter

than traditionat incandescent lamps of the same
wattage. ideal for larger audiences or where
ambient light conditions are quite high. See also
xenon, incandescent, and tungsten-halogen.

13
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aspectratio Theraho of image width to image
height Tha aspectratio of some common formats
are as follows

Farmat Aspect Ratio (W/H inchesy
Super8 Motion Picture 1 33
16 mm Motion Picture 1 33
2'x2 35mm Slide 1.49

Relevant Formulas:

Image Width =image Height x Aspect Ratio
Image Width

Aspect Ratio

Audio/ Visual Equipment Directory The annual
publication of the National Audio-Visual
Association which categorizes and presents maost
of the “professional ' A/V equipment currently
available.

automatic advance A/V projectors thatutilize
inaudible pulses on the record/tape to cal; up the
nextvisual automaticaily, instead of the familiar
audible beli or beep required by manual systems.
A/V  Abbreviation for audio-visual (iiteraliy,
sound-sight). Refers generically to slide-and-
sound prasentations, aithough the proper
definitton would include any media combination
utilizing both sight and sound in its presentation.
beaded One of the four general types of front
projection screens. Has good brightness and
high hight return, but beads rub off, the thickness
of the beads makes the image stightly off-focus,
and this type has a narrower viewing angie than
matte white. See also matte white, ienticular,

and super bright.

beateffects Synchronizing visual action to the
rhythm of the accompanying music in a slide
presentation. :

cassette In A/Vslide presentations. generaily
refers to the audio tape format in self-contained
two-reel form, with a tape speed of 17" per second. T

Image Height =

cold splicer A precision mechanical device used .
to splice motion picture film scenes together. ) ‘é;
Utilizes a binder or cement after a smali portion T3

of*the emuision surface has been scraped away.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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color-patch  Substituting a color media gel for
the black-out slide for fade-in and fade-out
effects. Combinations of color-patches and
textures are sometimes used for extended periods
when slides are not required.

cut Aninstantaneous change from one scene
to another without a transitian. it is used to move
rapidly from one visual idea to another.

dissolve A scene change in which the out-
going and incoming visual images overlap.

or biend together for a discernabie period of time
as one scene fades out and the other fades

in. The lap dissoive provides an even flow to siide
visual materials in a manner previously obtainabie
only through the medium of motion pictures.
Duration of effect categorizes the siow, medium,
or fast lap dissoive. Also known as iap dissolve.
excitertfamp The smali lamp which projects its
ilumination through the optical sound track

on 16 mm film. The varying light patterns are
"'read” by the projector sound head and converted
io electronic signais fed to an audio amplifier.
exolic effects Broad term appiied to fade-in,
fade-out. pan-in, pan-out, zoom-in, zoom-out,
pop-on, pop-off, muitipie disclosures,
superimpositions, animation, and similar etfects
in A/V presentations.

fade-in A gradual fade from a dark screen to the
first visual image.

fade-out A fade from the final visual image

to adark screen.

fade-out & fade-in A combination move, fading
to and from a dark screen between visual images.
Fast-Fold Trade name, but generally used

to denote a projection screen that folds into

a carrying case for portability.

flash The technique of “"blinking™ a slide on and
off ot an otherwise dark screen. Primarily used

to add emphasis to a visual.
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focai length, determination of

Wheraas: F = Focai Length of Lensin inches
D =Projection Distance in Feet
A =Aperture Width in Inches
W =Image Width in Feet

DxA FxW DxA
Then  F ==~ D= w

A F
{Nota: Forvery long lenses or very short throws,
other iormulas are needed.)
focus effect Manipulating the focusing controls
of two slide projectors so that the incoming slide
projector is brought out of focus during a lap
dissolve. Then. during the dissolve, the incoming
slide may be brought into focus.
front screen projection Utilizes an image
projected on the forward surface of a fight-
refiecting screen —from a projector within
or behind the audience area. ’
gaffer’s tape Normally refers to the 2" wide
aluminized fabric tape which has many uses
in anchoring cables to the floor, etc. Also known
as duct tape and racer's tape.
hot splicer Anelectricaily-heated precision device
used to spiice motion picture film scenes togeti:er
utilizing a binder or cement after a small portion
of the emulsion has been scraped away.
hotspots Splashes of brilliance on the screen—
usually in the center.
IA/VA Abbreviation for the Industrial Audio-Visual
Association,
incandescentlamp One of the four general types
of projection tamp configurations. Incgmjescent
lamps have nearly been replaced by the use
of tungsten-halogen lamps because of the lower
cost per hour and longer life of T-H tamps.
The "warmest' type with reference to color
rendition. See also tungsten-halogen, arc,
and xenon.
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k keystoning The distortion of a projected image,

caused by an indirect angle of the projector

in refation to the screen. Cured by using a keystone "

eliminatar. a little arm which juts forward from

the top of the standard supporting the screen.
Atthe end of this armis a hook. attached to the top
of the screen — which tilts the screen forward

so the image doesn’t keystone.

lamplite The quantitative number given to help
anticipate the number of hours of usefut life one
may expect of a particular projection lamp. This
number s derived from the testing of many lamps.
and denotes the average point at which half of the
lamps in the test will already have failed.

Itis no assurance by any means that ait lamps ofany
given type will automatically deliver the lamp life
figure.

lap Ailternate term for dissolve.

leader White or colored plastic tape V4" wide,
often spliced into a magnetic %" soundtrack to aid
in cueing tapes or to provide "holes” where

no audio signals will be fed to the sound/speaker
system.

lenticular One of the four generai types of front
projection screens. Mas good brightness and
returns light with sharpness equal to beaded
screen, also rejects ambient light. Has some
probiem with light “*fall-off " foraudiences on side
angles from screen. See also matte white, beaded. A
and super bright.

matte white One of the four generai types of front
projection screens. is the most accurate in terms
of rendering image sharpness and color, but has

a comparatively tow light return factor. See aiso
beaded, lenticular, and super bright.

mix

1} The repetitive, alternating projection of two
different slides on the screen. Used primarily

to add emphasis to a visuai. Sometimes

a mix is used to make comparisons between

two slides.

2) Abbreviation for media mix in the utilization

of more than one media.
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multipie disclosures Comes from the overhead
projz=ction medium, and refersto a transparency
~hich 1s partiaily masked when tirst projected

and s subsequently revealed in a series of steps,
synchromzed with the accompanying narration.
Oiten used instead of pop-on.

MAVA Abbreviation forthe National Audio-Visual
Assocration. An audio-visual manufacturers’ and
aealers’ association. Address. 3150 Spring Street,
Fairfax. Virginia 22030,

noise Anyunwanted signal.

overhead projector Places an image on a screen
by passing light through a transparent acetate.

or othar cell, which lies on the face of the projector.
OP's commonly have a 10" x 10" projection surface
(the stage), but frequently use transparencies with
a7.5"x9.5" opening —usuaily only inthe horizontal
position.

pan-in The effect obtained throughuse ofa series
of slides dissolving in sequence that simulates
moving the camera from a long shotto a close-up
in a single scene. A pan generally involves
asequence of three to five slides.

pan-out The effect obtained through use

of a series of slides dissolving in sequence that
simulates moving the camera from a close-up

to along shotina sing'e scene. A pan generally
involves a sequence of three to five slides. -
pop-off A series of two or more slides which
progressively delete original artwork.in one of more
steps. The effect may be cut out, or dissolved out
rapidly or slowly. See pop-on.

pop-on Aseries of two or more slides which
progressively add additional copy orartto the
original visual material. The effect may be cut

in, or dissolved in rapidly or siowly. See pop-off.
programming equipment Refers to the broad
category of solid-state or electro-mechanical
devices that allow program cues to be fixed in their
proper sequence. Systems normally use

12° magnetic tape or punched paper tape reading
devices.
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projection distance The measurement (usually
in feet) from the projector to the screen. Exact
gimensions are taken from the focal plane (where -
the fiim or shide is positioned) to the front surface
of the projection screen.

quad (four-track. four-channei, etc.) A four-
channel audio tape recorder or recording system.
For A/V slide presentations. the generatly accepted
convention isto put the left and right stereo
soundtrack on the two -rear" tracks (2 & 4), mixing
a mono soundtrack on the " frontleft’” track (1),
and the programming cueson the "front right”
track (3). This 4-track tape will then be compatibie
on a conventional stereo ptayback tape machine,
since accepted convention puts the soundtrack
on the “teft” channel, and cues on the 'right”
channel (1 & 3).

random access With reference to slide
projectors, this term refers to the automatic
selection of visuals for projection in any sequence
desired, regardiess of pltacement order in the slide
tray. ’

rear screen projection Utilizes an image
projected onthe back surface of a semi-transtucent
screen placed between the viewer and the
projector. Mirrorsinto which the projector

is aimed, and which reverse the image for normal
viewing in front of the screen, are a typical
component of rear screen systems.

registration (of images) Referstothe precise
atignment of visual images that nearly duplicate
each other in content.

reverse lap dissolve Used to back up the
presentation to the previous slide in the sequence
when it is required for purposes of review

or to makea comparison.

screens See frontscreen projection, rear screen
projection, super bright, beaded, matte white, and
lenticular.
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screen distance The distance between the
projection screen and the front row of the
audiznce To.avoid eye fatigue and discomfort,
the naar2st viewer should be two screen widths
away from the projection screen

setup A function button present on some A/V
programming devices atlowing the tamps ot all
projectors used to simultaneously light so that
accurats screen registration of ali images

may be achieved.

2 x 2" slides Refers to the three general film
{ormais available for mounting n the popular

2 x 2" shides
Format

135 (35 mm him)

Mounted Size of image
22.9 mm x 34.2 mm

126 {Instamatic) 26 5mm x 26.5 mm

Super-Shide 38mmx 38mm

spares Loosely retars to the back-up equipment

and accessories which the A/V professionai

normally carries with him. The most basic of these

are extra lamps, extra fuses, additional electrnical

extens:on cords, and three-prong adaptor plugs.

stage The glass-face wnting surface

of an overhead projector.

super Abbreviation for superimposition.

super bright  One of the four general types of front

projecthion screens. Is the brightest type. and can

even be used in some outdoor daylight conditions.

Has the narrowest viewing angie of ail, and viewing

ctarity from the sides falls off sharply. See also

beaded, matte white. and ienticuiar.

superimpositions Refersto the technique

of superimposing two visual images on a screen

at the same time. Most commonly used when

mixing artwork and scenic siides with title

or copy slides.

timelapses Referstothetechnique

of compressing an action or movement of extremely

long duration into a fraction of the original iapse -

of time. Used to make readily discernible action

or movement which otherwise would be too slow

to observe.

ERIC

Aruntoxt provided by Eic

u

tricolor effects Combining the sequential
dissolving of two or more color-patches so that
“third" cotors are produced at the midway point
of the dissolve. Very effective (withcareful planning)
when used with titie slides in conjunction with
pop-on and pop-off copy.

tungsten-halogeniamp One of the four general
types of projection lamp configurations. T-H lamps
hold their color temperature throughout their life.
Color rendition is “cooler” than incandescent,

but “warmer' in tone than eitherarc or xenon
systems. Longer lamp life can be expected over
incandescent lamps of the same wattage. See also
arc. xenon, and incandescent. ' )

UL Abbreviation for Underwriter’s Laboratories.
a national testing and evaluating organization.

v Visuaimaker® A registered trademark device

manufactured by Eastman Kodak Co. referring

to a self-contained copy stand instamatic Camera
useful for making slides from original artwork,
graphics, books, etc., at low cost.

xenonlamp One ofthe four general types

of projection lamp configurations. Modern xenon
systems are many times brighter than traditional
incandescent lamps of the same wattage. Whites
are very clean and very "*cool” in rendition. Ideal
ior larger audiences or where ambient light
intensity is high. See also arc. incandescent,

and tungsten-haiogen.

zoom-in The effect obtained through use

of a rapid series of slides dissolving in sequence
that simulates moving the camera quickly from
along shotto a close-up in a single-scene. A zoom'
usually consists of only two slides, atong shot
and a close-up. See pan-in.

zoom-out The effect obtained through use

~ ofarapid series of slides dissolving in sequence

that simutates moving the camera quickly from

a close-up to along shot in a single scene. A zoom
usually consists of only two slides, along shot
and a close-up. See pan-out.




a academy leader Piece of fitm with special
markings (numbers ranging from eleven to three
and cross-marks) used for cueing up and focusing
the attached film in the projector and for image
alignment.

AD Abbreviation for assistant director or associate
director.

ADA Abbreviation for audio distribution amplifier.
adlib Impromptu action or speech not provided
forin the script (literally, at liberty™).

amplifier Apparatus capabie of producing

a magnified version of an input signal without
undue distortion of its basic form.

ann.oranncr. Abbreviation forannouncer.

arc  Slightly curved dolly-in or out. See dolly.
aspectratio The ratio of height to width

of atefevision picture, which is 3:4. -

attenuator Electrical network used to deiiberately
reduce the input signal to a piece of electronic
equipment.

automatic gain control A circuit capable
of automatically increasing or decreasing the

amount ot amplification of an incoming signal

SO that the output level remains constant despite

fluctuations in incoming signal strength.

Abbreviated AGC.

back-timing Timing of a program from the end

of the program to the beginning. Back-tigning helps

the director and talent to pace the show properly

and finish it at the scheduled time. )
balance A pieasing picture composition —

a satisfying distribution of objects within

the television frame.

Baiop

1) Balopticon, a television opaque projector.

(Now obsolete.)

2) Opaque or transparent stide used in the Balop®

machine,
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banding A visible difference in the reproduced
characteristics in that portion of a picture
associated with one head channel when compared
with adjacent areas associated with other head
channels. in quadrupiex recorders these
d.fferences occur in horizontal bands of sixteen

to seventeen scanning lines when reproducing

a 525/80 signal.

barn doors Metal flaps mounted in front

of a spotlight to control the spread of the ight
beam

BDA Abbreviation for burst distribution amplifier.
beep Abriefaudiosignal placed on the sound
track of videotape as a cue for editing purposes.
BG Background; an audio term, “music to BG"
means to fade the music and/or hoid under

as a background effect.

blanking A processofcutting off the beam of the
picture tube while it is returning to begin a new
scanning line. Horizontal blanking is that period
when the beam is cut off or turned down between
scanning lines, Vertical blanking is that period

when the beam is cut off or turned down between °

fields.

blocking Working out the physical movement

of performers and all mobite televisicn equipment.
book

1) TV scenery referring to a twofold flat.

2) To decrease the angle of an open twofold.
boom up ordown See pedestal.

break-up image distortion.

broads A square-shaped fioodlight generally
used in the motion picture industry and teievision
industries,

burn-in Image retention of the camera tube:

it a camera is focused too long on an object with
strong contrast, the picture tube retains a negative
image of this object, although another object

is being photographed.

bus Rows of buttons on a switching panel.

busy A cluttered picture on the television screen,
buy Aterm used in video production to mean
acceptance of a scen@take.

¢ cable A series of conductors insulated from each

19

otherand arranged in a variety of patterns

to perform the transmission, control, audio, and
power-supply systems. Single conductor coaxial
cable 1s designed to pass a wide range

of frequencies.

camera In television, a unit that contains

an optical system and a light-sensitive pick-up tube
that converts a visual image into electronic
impulses.

cameracards Cards, usually 11"x 14", containing
Information and/or iltustrations to be included
mnaTVprogram.

camera chain Thetelevision camera, its cables,
video controls, and power supply.

camera leftand right Directions given from

tha camera’s point of view. Opposite to stage ieft
and right. which are directions given from the
actors’ point of view {facing the audience

or camera).

cap;lens cap A rubberor metai cap placed

in front of the lens to prevent light or dust from
hitting the lens. Some cameras are designed with
electronic capping circuits.

capstan The driven spindle in a tape machine,
sometimes the motor shaft itself. which rotates

in contact with the tape and meters the tape across
the tape transport.

cartridge Generally represents one reel. Typically
used as a distribution rather than a production
format. See cassette.

cassette A pre-packaged self-enclosed tape
format; generally designates two-reel module.
Typically used as a distribution rather than
aproduction format. See cartridge.

CCU Abbreviation for camera control unit.
channel Inteievision, the spectrum space,
usually six Megahertz wide, used for the
transmission of associated video and audio signals.
cheat Varying the positions of actors to achieve

" ‘a better TV picture. Two people may not actually
_be facing each other, but may *cheat alittle

to face more towards the camera for a better effect.

i
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chroma conirol Control for adjusting color
saturation {amount of white) in reproduced video
pictura.

chroma key Same as key insert except that keying
signat 1S derived from one color If the color camera
is kayed to a particular color. it can ‘refuse”

to transmit the color. Thus. an electronic hole

is craatad in the image. Usually the color key

1s Nue since there are virtually no blues in skin
tonzs. Often used in newscasts to place the
reporter in front of a picture or fiim of the story.
cinching Folded or buckled tape caused

by sudden stoppage of the reels.

clogged head A build-up of oxide on the video
recorder head that causes noise, breakup, orloss
of picture

coax One cabie concentricaily shielded

by another cable; short for coaxial cabie. Coax
isused to carry television signals.

color

1) Atmosphere: ' color shots™ are intended

to acquaint the television audience with

the atmosphere of the happening. Color shots

of pretty giris (at footbatll games, for example)

are known as ‘honey shots!”

2) Cotor television.

composite video signal The compiete video
signat consisting of the picture signal and the
blanking and synchronizing signals. When properly
adjusted. the compositevideo signal should consist
of 0.7 voits picture and 0.3 volts sync.

contrast The difference of intensity between

tne light and the dark areas of a picture. High
contrast refers to pictures having deep blacks

and brithant whites with little differences between
the gray tones. Low contrast pictures are
predominately gray with little black and white areas.
Pictures with normal contrast have good rendition
of black. white, and ali tones of gray between them.

20

control track The area on a video tape containing
a recording used by a servomechanism primarily
to control the speed of the tape passing over

the video head.

conversion Procedure where video tape of one
widtn 1s transferred to tape of another width,
usually to facilitate editing or program distribution.
cookie See cucalorus.

copy All material to be read on the air.
countdown The marked time {(usually ten
seconds) built into a tape or him immediately
pracading its starting point. itisa cue to the station
tachnician to assure that the production will appear
axactly on time and from its beginning. See
academy leader.

cover shot Wide angle shot giving basic
orientation of place and action. Covers a great area.
Often one camera in a muitiple-camera production
will be reserved for the cover, or safety. shot. This
practice is widely used in fast moving location
programs such as rodeos, ski racing. and other
sports events.

crawl Graphics (usually credit copy) that move
slowly up the screen; usually mounted on a drum,
which can also be called a "‘crawl.” Now the crawl
effectis often achieved by using an electronic
character generator.

credits List of names of persons (usuaily
displayed at the conclusion) who participated

in the creation and performance of a program.
crop The camera framing of a picture which
exciudes part of the subject.

crossfade A transition utilizing rapid fade

to biack. then fade into the next scene (symbolized
X). Sometimes a selected color, rather than biack
1susedin the interval.

crosstalk The penetration of signal transmission
from one channel to another and the resulting
confusion of messages.

cucalorus Also referred to as ‘'cookie.’’ Shadow
pattern projected on a scenic background by means
of a special cut-out piaced in front of a strong
spotlight.
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cue Asignal by sightor sound to direct the start
of w~0w. music narration, or action
cuscard Acard pl'acedoff cameraso that the

talentcan r2ad his inésor cues. Also known

asaio.ctcards

cushion Certain poruonsotfaprogram thatcan
ne e rminated. if necessary. to insure the show
en+30ntime AlSO known as a pad

cut

1} :nstantanecus switch from one camera

to the other

2) Diractar s s:gnal to interrupt action {used during
renedrsal or a videotaping session)

decibel Aun:ttor measuring the relative loudness
of sounds. Equal to the smallest degree

ot difference of loudness ordinarily detectable

by the human ear, whose averagerange includes
about 130 decipels on a scale beginning with one
for the faintest audible sound

dead Equipment notturned onornot functioning,
such as a "dead mike " or a ‘dead camera.”

depth of field The termused in photography,
television, etc . referring to the area between

the point closest to thelens which is in focus

to the point farthest from the camera which is also
in {ocus.

_disc recording Magnetic information putdown

on a video disc rather than tape.

dish Parapolic reftector for microwave
transmitting or receiving unit, sometimes calied
dish-pan.

dissolve Anoverlapping fade-out of one picture
and the fade-in of another. Dissolves

may be produced slowly or‘”«;{;mdly,

21

dolly

1) To move the entire camera assembly toward

or away from the subject being televised.

Dolly-in means to move the camera toward the

set; dolly-out means to move the camera away

from the set. This movement provides the effect
that the camerais moving in or out. as opposed

to a zoom that provides the effect that the subject

is moving in or out.

2) The mobile mounting for a tetevision camera.
double system sound Picture and sound portion
are photographed on separate films and later
combined on one fiim through printing.
down-and-under instructions given to a musician
{or sound-effects man) to lower volume and allow
for speech to be heard; the oppositeis up-and-over,
where music volume is increased as speech ends.
downstage Towardthe stageapronor the camera.
dress

1) What people wear on camera,

2) Dress rehearsai: Final camera rehearsal.

3) Set dressing: Necessary set properties.
4)To neatly arrange cables laying on the fioor.
drop Large, painted piece of canvas used for
backing.

dropout Aterm appliedto missing scan lines
of video information during video tape playback.
Missing lines are usually seen as one-line white
streaks in the picture. Dropouts aretypically caused
by physical damage to the video tape. Extreme
multiple series ot dropouts are known as showers.
dry run Rehearsal without cameras and. usuatly,
without any other electronic equipment.

dub

a) To make a copy of a recording by re-recording.

b) A copy.

dupe From the word duplicate, a filmora tape
which has been printed from an original,

or sometimes a copy of an original.

+




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

dutchman .

1) A strip of canvas pasted over the hinges of a flat
1o hide the seam.

2) A strip of wood hinged into a threetfold so that
the flat can be properly foided.

ECU or EXU Extreme close-up.

electronic heam The electronic stream emitted
by tne electron gun in a cathode-ray tube or pick-up
tube. The beam control on a TV camera turns

tnts beam up or down in intensity.

electronic editing Invideotape. a process

in which different picture and sound elédments

{(live or pre-recorded) are edited together without
physically cutting the tape.

electronic focus The adjustment ona TV camera
which pinpoints the beam that scans the tube's
faceplate. it is used as a final adjustment

to sharpen the picture,

erase Electronically degaussing {wiping ciean

of alt pictures and sound) a tape. Removes all
previously recorded signals so the tape can

be used again

essential area Picture area that shows on a
television receiver.

estabiishing shot Orientation shot, usually
along shot.

exciterlamp Electric lamp which provides

the beam of hght which is subsequently modulated
ataudio frequency for producing the sound track
on a motion picture film.

extender Anauxiliary lans which when placed

in the primary lens system of a television camera,
serves to increase the effective focal length

of the primary lens. Typical extender magnificationg
are 15X, 2X, and 3X in power. When using

an extender, the effective lens apertureismultiplied
to the same power as the magnification of the focal
length. '
fade A transitional effect. Fade out to biack,

or fade in from black to normal scene density.

fax rehearsal Rehearsal with cameras and
associated equipment,
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tields Either of the two groups of scanning lines
that make up the complete television frame

fna2:. interlaced system. In the United States,
262"2lines make up one field every 1/60th

of a second.

fin  Additional program material in case the show
runs short. .

film chain  Film camera and associated
equipment, including film and/or slide projector(s),
mounted in place on a stationary pedestal along
with a multiplexer. Also known as a film island.
filmclip  Shortpiece of film usually run within
alive show.

film loop Piece of film with jts ends splicec
together. This loop runs through the projector
continuously and can be used for special effects
orfordubbing.

flare Dark flashes caused by light refiections frc?m
polished objects.

flat Referring to backdrop sections onto which

scenery is painted or otherwise supported. In the

theatre it is usually made of canvas stretched over
a wooden frame. For television, flats are made

of hardboard, paper, piastic, styrofoam, and other
materials, depending on the need for mobility.
flipcard Title cards of same size that can

be changed by flipping one after the other off

an easel. Fiip cards are typically 11" x 14", Also
known as camera cards.

fly Objects and scenery hanging from above,
flying-spot scanner Device for transiating

the light variations over the surface of a picture
into a train of electrical signals, as required for
television, by scanning the originat picture with

a small, but intensely bright, light spot.
tocallength The distance from the diaphragm
{orroughly the center of the lens) to the film plane
or the taceplate of the camera tube when the lens
is focused at infinity.
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format Type of television scnpt indicating
the major programming steps: generally contains
a fuliy scripted opening and closing.
frame The complete television image containing
{in the United States system) 525 lines or two
inta2rlaced fields. In the United States this frame
frequzncy is thirty times per second. )
freeze frame To continuously reprintasingle
frame 50 thatitappears the scene has stopped
inmotion.
f-stop Calibration on lens indicating the
diaphragm opening; the larger the f-stop.
the smaller theins opening; the smaller the f-stop,
the larger the ins opening.

g gain Ratio of the output of an amplifier to its
input, usually expressed in decibels.
gen jock Locking the synchronizing generators
from two different origination sources. such
as remote and studio; prevents rolling of picture
during cuts. ’
ghost A shadowy or weak image in the received
picture. offset either to the left or to the right
of the primary image - the result of transmission
conditions which create secondary signals that
are received earlier or later than the main
or primary signail.
Gigahertz A frequency of 10° (or one billion)
cycles per second,
gobo A scenic foreground piece through which
the camera can shoot. thus integrating foreground
and background.
gotoblack Picture is gradually faded out; same
as fade to black.
gray scaie Inatelevision system. a scale
of brightness values ranging from light gray
to black.
green room Dressing room.
group shot Camera framing to include a group
of people. Aiso known as a wide shot.
guard band That portion of a magnetic tape which
exists between the bands of recordad signals
and serves to separate and prevent one signal from
interfering with another.
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head

1) The camera without lens.

2} The pan-tiltdevice on which acamera 1s mounted.
head clogging The accumulation of debris

on the head, the usual result of which is a ioss

of signal during playback. degradation, or failure
to record during the record mode.

head room The space between the top of the
screen and the framed object.

headset The combination headphone-
microphone worn by production crews to tie into
the intercom (intercommunications) system.
{Headsets are sometimes known as “cans™)

Hertz Term for unit frequency (abbreviation Hz)
meaning one cycle per second. :

hot Hotmicrophone or hot camera. Instruments
are turned on,

hotspot  Undesirable concentration of lightinone
spot. Especially noticeable in the middle of a rear
screen projection.

hue The attribute of coior perception that
determines whether it appears red, yellow, green,
blue, purpie, etc,

iconoscope Old model television pickup tube:
no longer in use,

idiotcards Cuecards on whicha script is written
fora performer.

image orthicon One type of pick-up tube
inatelevision camera, now obsolete.
Abbreviated 1/0. )

inphase Said of two alternating currents
orvoltages which are not only of the same
frequency but reach their positive and negative
maximums at the same instant of time.
insert

1) Amatted portion of a picture.
2) An additional shot added to a scene later,
in sync  When sound and picture are synchronized
ormatched perfactly; for example, when someone
mouths wordsandthey are heard exactly according
tothe lip movement (lip sync),
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intercom Intercommunication system among
stud:0 and control room personnel.

inthe can A term borrowed from the film industry
to describe a scene of program which has been
compieted.

interchangeability Compatibihity of various tapes
with other tape machines of the same format.
intertace Television line-scanning in which the
image is aiternately scanned in two sets of lines

i successive frames. in positive interlace, the lines
of the second field fall exactly between the lines

of the first field. In random interiace, the lines of the
second field. as well as thelines of the first field,
vary with every field sprayed and fait at random.
interlock Synchronizing two of more Sou nds
and/or picture sourcas together. Allows
previewing a compieted audio and video program
before it 15 actually committed toits final release
form. )
iron man European term used to describe

a TV camera which is so mounted that itcan

be moved from its normat position in the studio

to other points for scanning still pictures such

as caption boards, diagrams, etc.

jack ' '

1) Stage braceto hoildup a flat.

2) Microphone or earphone female connector.
jeeped Slangterm used to describe a TV receiver
that has been modified to accepta 75 ohm video
input signal.

jitter The TV picture appears to bounce up and
down.

key insert An electronically-controiled matting
process in which key picture information previously
recorded can be inserted into a second recording
to produce a composite picture. in a typical use,
the keying signal triggers a switch when the
brightness of one image exceeds a certain level.
White letters can be positionadon a second image,
not by superimposition. but by switching out that
portion of the second image during scan.
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kili

1) Colloquial expression for switching off studio
lights or other equipment.

2) Eliminate certain parts or actions.

Kilohertz A frequency of one thousand cycles
per second. {Formerly kilocycle.)

kine (pronounced “"kinnie,” from Kinescope)

A film recording of a television picture, tape,

or live program. Also referredtoasa “transfer.”
lapel or lavaliere microphone Small microphone
worn around the neck.

fevel

1) Audio: voice level {volume).

2) Video: white and biack picture level, measured
in volts.

lip sync

1) The recording of picture and sound
simultaneously. .

2)The recording of subject mouthing words

to pre-recorded audio, such as a song. Also
referred to as "‘post-sync.”

live When what the viewer sees is actually taking
place on television at the very same moment.

A production which is telecast simultaneously
with its performance, versus videotaped or filmed
production which is prepared prior to telecast.
location A shooting site other than a studio,
remote or removed from the studio. See remote.
lock or lock-down To tighten the pan and tiit
adjustments on a camera head so that camera
will not “drift” when left unattended.

logo A specificvideo and/or audio symbol
characteristic of one particular show or sponsor.
Also known as a signature.

loop A circuitwithan “in" and "out’ pathway,
such as a video monitor with “Video in"" and
“Video Out’ terminais which will pass along the
signal received.

LS Longshot.Includesa large field of view.
Also wide shot.

o
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_m mask The frame mounted in front of a television
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picture tube to imit the viewing area of the sCreen.
master The original videotapad recording

or filmed production of a finished program.
master monitor A video monitor that shows only
the pictures that go out on the air. Also known

as the line monitor.

maties, matting Inserting a picture from one
source into that of another. Asusad in the film
industry, an area is masked during the filming

or printing and new picture information is then
inset Into the previous matted area. A travelling
matte masks several portions corresponding with
the constantly changing position of the subject
matter within those areas.

MC

1) Master of ceremonies.

2) Master control.

Megahertiz A frequency of one miilion cycles
per second. (Formerly Megacycie.)

microphone boom A pivated arm from which

is suspended a microphone, which can be swung
to any position in a television studio clear

of scenery, lights, cameras, actors, etc.
microsecond One millionth of a second.

mixing Combining audio or audio sources.
moiré A wavy or satiny effect within a TV picture.
Usually a product of unwanted frequencies.
monitor A tetevision set connected to a camera
or switcher output which receives avideo
frequency signal by means of cable. A true monitor
does not incorporate channel Selector components
or audio components,

monitor-receiver A TV set designed to accept
both 75 ohm video inputs and equipped with

a tuner and amplifier/speaker to demodulate
broadcast TV transmissions. Also known

as video/RF monitor:

monochrome Describes the images reproduced
on a black and white television system. The picture
appears in black and white with graduations

of gray.

montage

1) A composite picture made by combining several
separate pictures.

2) The production of a rapid succession of images
to illustrate an association of ideas.

MS. Medium shot {between close-up and long
shot). i

multipiexer System of movable mirrors or prisms
that directs images from several projection sources
into one stationary film camera.

no-faxrehearsal Rehearsal without cameras
and associated equipment.

nose room Thespace between the talent’s nose
and the side of the television frame when

he is being shotin profile.

NTSC National Television Standards Committee.
An industry group responsible for standardization
of American broadcast transmission andreceiving
systems,

nanosecond One billionth of asecond.
non-composite signal Television signal with
video information but no sync information.
olMf-camera Performance oraction thatisnot
seen on camera, such as narration over film.
onthe nose

1) On time.

2) Correct.

open-reel . Refersto audio or video tape formats
where the tape is wound on open reels rather than
being enclosed in containers as are tape cartridges
and cassettes.

optical focus Thevisual focus of a lens onto

a focal plane. The lens on a television camera

has a focus ring which is marked off in feet

or meters. This focus ring should be setto the
mark corresponding to the distance from the
camera to the subject.

optical track Optical sound track. Variations

of biack and white photographed on the film and
converted into electrical impulses to make up the
audio portion of a sound-on-film motion picture.
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oscilloscope Electronic measuring device
dispiaying certain lectronic patterns of time
dura’:on and ampiitude. UUsed in Servicing and
troudie-shooting many types of electronic
equipment. .
out-take Tha taped or filmed scenes which are
notusedn the f nal program

PA Public address loudspeaker system

pace OQver-all speed of performance.

painting Fine adjustmentof the chroma (color)
tintin the television picture.

pan To rotate the camera horizontally on the
tripod or pedestal Pan left means to move the lens
assembly to the l2ft; pan right means to move
the lens assembly to the right.

patch A plug-in connection between two lines.
pantograph Expandabie hanging device for
highting instruments.

PDA Abbreviation for pulse distribution ampiifier.

pedeczial

1)To move the entire camera assem bly up or down
in reiation to the floor. The command for this
mo+72ment 1s pedestal up or pedestal down.

{An alternate command is boom up of boom
down)

2) Tne white level of a television picture

as it isdisplayed on a video waveform monitor.
pedestallevei The distance from the darkest
part of a television picture, as represented

on a waveform monitor, to the blanking lines.
Under proper conditions, the pedestal levei should
take up about 7%2% of the distance between zero
volts {the bianking line) and 0.7 volts {peak white).
periaktos A triangular piece of scenery that can
be turned on a swivel base.

persistence of vision The phenomenon whereby
the eye retains an image for a short time {about
+sth of a second) after the fieid of vision has
actually disappeared.

perspective

1) All visual lines converging in one point.

2) Sound perspective: Far sound must go with far
picture, close sound with close picture,

N
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pickup Orngination of picture and sound

hy television cameras and microphones.

pin Sharpening of the lighting beam by pulling
the light bulb refiector assembiy away from the
iens. Also known as spotting. -
Piumbicon camera Television camera pick-up
tube of high sensitivity.

porch When atelevision picture is represented
on a waveform monitor. the blanking line appears
as “front and back porches’ since the camera’s
electron gun remains blanked after the sync puise
and begins bianking before the following sync
puise.

preview Viewing a performange. or a section

of a performance, before it is released on the air.
primary movement Movementin front of the
camera. Also see secondary movement and tertiary
movement. , LT
print-through The unintentional transfer

of a recorded signal from one layer of magnetic
tape onto adjacent layers.

process shot Photographing foreground objects
against a background projection.

props Properties. ObjeCts used for set
decorations or handied by actors or pertormers.
pulse Another term forimpulse. it denotes a brief
rise or fail of voitage or current.

pylon Triangular set piece, simifar to a pillar.
quadruplex recorder A video tape recorder with
arevolving head wheel assembly which contains
four record and playback heads over which tape
istransported. The equally spaced heads take
turns recording. Two-inch tape is used. Two
additional heads record an audio track and

a control track along the tength of tape. This
method of recording provides a higher degree

of image resolution and color quality control than
that obtained with Single recording heads

in helical sCan equipment.
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quick study Actor or performer who can
accurately memorze comphcated inesand
blocking within avery short ime. Especially
‘mportant for television tatent.

racking

1) Changing ienseson turret-type cameras.

2y 0oerating the focus knob on the camera.
tnereby racking the camera tube closer or farther
away from the stationary lens Also known

as mechanical focus. wide focus ©rcamera
incus

radio frequency (RF) Partof the electromagnetic
spectrum where bands of frequencies, or channels.
are allocated ior radio or television use.

An electrical energy frequency capable of baing
radiated into space.

raster '~ The ililuminated area produced by the
scanning lineson a television picture tube

rear screen Translucent screen onto which
stides are projected from the rear and viewed from
the front.

reel

1) Film spool.

2) Fitm on spool. .

resolution The ability of atelevision system

to distinguish and reproduce fine detail in the
subject picked up by the camera.

retrace The period during which the electron
gun returns back to spray the next line (horizonta!
retrace) or the next field (vertical retrace)

onaTV screen.

return Narrow fiat lashed to a wider flat
atapproximately a 90 angle.

reverse polarity The process of adjusting
atelevision camera to reproduce blacks as whites
and whites as blacks.

riser Small platform.

roll An upward or downward movement

of a tetevision picture resulting from atack

of vertical synchronization.

RP Rear screen projection.

running time Continuous time from the beginning
to the end of a show.
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run-through Rehearsal.

safety shot See cover shot.

scanning line A single continuous line that

i5 traced by the scanning of the narrow electron
beam inside a displayed TV picture tube.

scoop Television floodlight.

scrub it Alternate term for cut or stop-the-action.
secondary movement Movementofthe camera.
Also see primary movement and tertiary movement.
segué The bridge between two audio passages
or video segments.

semi-scripted show Type of television script
indjcating only the approximate dialogue and
action for a particular show.

shading Adjusting the television picture contrast
{controlling black and white leveis).

shotgun microphone Microphone designed for
long-range pickup. Name derived from the tubular
*shotgun’” form such microphones often take.
single system Sound recording device frequently
used for television news film; sound and picture
are simultaneously recorded on oné€ film.
signal-to-noise ratio The proportion between the
magnitude {amplitude) of the received teievision
signal and that of the noise or interference
generally accompanying it. Typically expressed

in decibels (dB).

silicon diode An extremely sensitive type

of television pick-up tube. Often used in cameras
designed for very low light-level use.

skewing Zig-zag pattern on a TV picture screen
typical ot improper head alignment.

slanttrack Ailternate term for helical scan video ~
tape recorder.

slow motion, Speeded motion, reverse motion
Fields previously recorded are presented in a new
time frame or sequence. Usually a video disc
recorder is involved rather than a video tape
recorder.

smear A term used to describe a picture condition
in which objects appear to be extended
horizontally beyond their normal boundaries

in a blurred or smeared manner.

o
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snow White spots in a television picture -
ind;cating a level of internal noise that is high

in relation to the strength of the received signal.
Typically caused by a low signal-to-noise-ratio.
SOF Soundon film.

solarization A revarsal effect. Efectronically.
coloris removed and image converted to a high
sontrast or negative image. Unnatural color

ot varying intensity 1s then added

spike Tape or chalk marks on the studio or stage
floor to assistin positioning actors. scenery.

or properties during a production.

split screen Field is divided into a number

of areas horizontally, vertically. or both. Often used
in sports teiecasting where. for example,

a quarterback and his intended receiver are shown
simultaneously on a vertically spiit screen.

spot

1) Short commercial.

2) Lighting instrument that produces a sharp beam
nflight (contrary to fioodiight).

spread To enlarge thelight beam by pushing the
light bulb refiector assembly toward the lens.
stock shot Film or photographs of well-known
fandmarks. Also a collection of actions frequently
used in film work such as a traffic shot. moving
clouds, crowded streets.

stop motion Fieids are presented frame by frame.
Freeze motion shows one frame only.

storyboard A number of drawings and
accompanying text indicating the major points

of a proposed show. Especially useful in analyzing
the fiow and continuity of a proposed commercial
or motion picture.

streaking A term used to describe apicture
condition 1n which objects appear to be extended
horizontally beyond their normal boundar:es.
stretch Slow down. '

strike Remove certain objects between scenes.
Remove scenery after the show.

~

super Superimposition of gne scene or copy qver
another. The two scenes exist with nearly equal
exposure.
supply reel Areel from which the tape
is unwound during the record. reproduce, or fast-
forward.modes.
sweep
1) Curved piece of scenery.
2) Electronic scanning.
sweep reversal Electronic scanning reversal.
Results 1n a mirror image (horizontal sweep
reversal) or in an upside-down image (vertical
sweep reversal),
switcher
1) Engineer who is doing the switching from
camera to camera.
2) A panet with rows of buttons that allows
switching from one camerato another.
syncroll Vertical roliing of a picture caused
by switching from remote to studio. thereby
momentarily losing synchronization. Also
noticeable on a bad video tape edit.
synchronization The process of keeping the
electron beam of the television picture tube in step
with the scanning beam of the camera tube.
take
1) Signal fora cut from one camera to the other.
2) Motion picture expression, now used
in television recording. Good take. the
successful compietion of the recording of the
show or part of the show; bad take, unsuccessful
recording.
take-up reel Areel onto which the tape is wound
during the forward movement of the tape.
talent Collective name for all television
-performersand actors. .
talkback Speaker system that connects the
control room with the studio.
taily lights Smali red lights on the camera, usually
visible to both talent and cameraman, which
indicate when the camera is on the air.
tape guides Rollers or posts used to position the
tape correctly along its path on the tape transport.




target Thecontrol onacamera which affects the
sensitivity of the faceplate of a television camera
tube

TD Technical director, usually does the video
switching during a telecast.

tearing A term used to describe a picture
cond:tion in which groups of harizontal lines are
displaced in anirregular manner.

TelePrompter® Brand name of a mechanical
prompting device. Paper roll with copy is mounted
in front of the camera, easily visible to the talent.
tempo Speed of individual show segments within
the over-all show pace.

terminator Passive electrical device used

to deliberately stop the output signai of some piece
of apparatus.

tertiary movement Movement created

by a sequence of shots from two or more cameras.
Also see primary movement and secondary
movement.

test paitern Aprinted card displaying aseries

of charts. graphs. wedges. and gray scales used

to determine a television system's resolution and
to aid in picture alignment.

tighten Aiternate term for zoom-in.

tiit To move the cameralens up {tilt-up) or down
{tiit-down) causing the camera body to tilt.

time base srror A term applied to picture
instability in video tape playback. The three major
mechanical factors which affect time base stability
are drum velocity. tape veiocity. and tape tension.
tittes Any graphic material shown on camera.

: More specifically, studio titie cards.

tone

1) Strictly speaking. a sound having one definite
frequency. The term is now often applied

to a more complex sound having a constant
fundamental frequency.

2) A pure color hue with white or black added.
tongue A compiex camera movementcombining
adolly out and pedestal up {(or the reverse) in one
sweeping motion.
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transfer characteristic The TC of a camerais the
relationship between changes in the input level
and changes in the output video level.

traveler A large curtain, similar to a theater
curtain, which opens horizontaily from the middie
or from one side.
Trinicon B A new type of television pick-up tube
developed by the Sony Corporation which utilizes
a “one-gun’ design.
Trinitron ® A new type of television picture tube
display design developed by the Sony Corporation
utilizing a “one-gun’ principle.

truck To move the entire camera asse*,ly left

or right reiative to the direction thelens is pointing.
The command for this movement s truck left
ortruck right.

two-shot Framing thatincludes two people

or objects.

UHF Abbreviation for uitra high frequency.
unitset Standardized interchangeable scenery.
VDA Abbreviation for video distribution amplifier.
vectorscope A special type of television
monitoring device which electronically displays
the color phasing information presentin a color
television signal.

velocity Rate of change of position expressed

in terms of the distance travelled in unit time,

e.g.. cm/sec. A velocity compensator is a device
which keeps the rate of movementof video tape
passing across the heads at a constant. desired
speed.

VHF Abbreviation for very high frequency.

video Visual portionofa TV Program.

video engineer Personwho controls the camera
pictures before they are sent on the air; also cailed
the shader.

video frequency The frequency of a signal which
conveys picture information. Itis the range
obtained fromt scanning by a television tube: It does
“notinclude provision for sound (audio)
comoonents.

video gain The control on a television camera
used to adjust the amplitude of a video signal.
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video tape recorder A device capable

of recording both the audio and the video signais
of a television production on a special magnetic
tape which can be played back to reproduce the
entire program. .

vidiconcamera A TV camera of less sensitivity
than a Plumbicon Adequate for most instructional
ciosad-circuit requirements.

viewfinder Small television set on top of the
camera {or built-in) in which the cameraman can
see the piciure he 15 photographing.

VT Abbraviation for video tape.

VTR Videotape recording, or video tape recorder.

w walk-through Type of television rehearsal. usually

preceding the camera rehearsal, where production
and engineering crews and talent briefly watk
through major actions.

warm-up Getting the studio audience in the
proper spirit, usually done Dy entertainers,
musicians, or comedians.

waveform monitor Abbreviated WFM. A special
type of television monitoring device which
electronically displays the video picture, except

all aspects of color phase information.

" white-peak clip White-peak clip is a tefevision
camera control which stops the camera from
accepting any signal stronger than a pre-selected
level.
wing it To follow un-scripted or un-rehearsed
action. .
wipe One screen isgradualiy replaced by another.
Both scenes receive full exposure during the
transition. Many stock wipes are generated
by speciai effects generators.
writing speed The veiocity with which the
continuous train of signal information is iaid down
on video tapes as it passes across the video heads.
The new {VC 2000 2" Helicai Scan'® VTR format, for
example. has a tape speed of 8" per second, but
awniting speed of 1.500" per second.

x XCU Extreme close-up Same as ECU.
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The Muiltimedia Forum
The Mutiimedia Forum is the communications hub
of Crow~n Center, a 3200 million urban communtty
.located in the neart of Kansas City. Missourt.
The Multimadia Forum is something words can
descr.be
A new_ innovative conference center equipped with
advanced audio-visual devices designed to help
peopia communicata 2asily and effectively.
A professional staff to heip you plan and produce
anjoyable and sophisticated presentations.
35.000 square feet of buiit-in comfort. consisting .
of alarge presentation hall, four seminar studios Ig
and ample support space Plenty of room F 1
to accommodate from six {0 400 persons. ‘!
Ithas everything you'll nead to help you say what %
you want to say —in a better way. é
The Muitimedia Forum— a communications i,
experience. =
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