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The problem this research considers is that of illuni- %
nating the legal gocial and cultural contexts in which infotéa
mal adoption of black children by adults (pergons other thea »

(’

blood parenh& who may or may not be related to them) takes place

in the rural South, The results should reveal any-patterns in

_ the .adoptive process. Such adoptions are conceived of as occunf:;;3
I . [ .

ring-where there is no evidence within the household of following
€ ) g n ¢

the legal preéc:iqtions.gpve?ning legal adoption, nor eﬁkfollowing
the administrative dir étiﬁhs of sccial agencies. It mey take |
place when a child is left with a gt;ndmo:het o; an aunt, neighbor
or acquaintance as- a result ofva tragedy in the 1ife of the:  °

chila's parents or Rﬁrent¢ or it may occur more casually as with

,run-agays, sbandoned children, and out-of-vedlock children who

.-

find a temporary shelter becomes a permanent home.
. Despite references in the literature to informal adoption,

no intensive study has been made of the variety of¢hild-parent

surrogate arrangements. This exploratory study was undertaken to

' -gather descriptive information. Objeéiivee'of the resgearch as

get forth in the study propoeal are: & y )
. . /

A. To describe the legal social and cultural contexts
in ¥hich informal adoption takes place in the deep

South, .
zB)’ To gather deecriptive data on informal adOption

practices and their variationg, -

4
C.” To ascertain the forms which such- arrangements may
take,

D. To determine tLe stabtlity of \?e relationships

L4
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' To determine the quality of]the child rearing,

To &Z‘etermine whether the child's welfare is protected
. y ‘

To medsure the adequacy of informal adoption as con-

trasted with legal adoption,

To assess the degree of awarenéss on the part of

adults and children living in such aysngements of

their legal rights and responsibilities; and om the

basis of this information (A-H), .

s

To assist-ip formulating such child-advocacy measures,
whether A:Legal administrative, or both, as will appear
to help protect the rights of both children and adults,
consistent with the best interests of both the indi-

. vidual and the larger syciety,




agency, or by the parent or guardian, Peraons not authorized

4 ()
SUﬁﬁARY OF ALABAMA ADOPTION CODES' .

B \ // ' . :
Adoption 1is a legal procedure through court action,, by

which a minor becomes a child of a new parent other than his

'natural ones, (Alabama State Bar pamphlet on "How to Adopt A

Child in Alabama"). T

y
According to the "Adoption Code of Alabama", any proper !

adult person, or husband and wife jointly, may petition the -

‘probate court of the gtate in which they regide, or in which

the child had legal residence when it bccame a public charge
for leave to adopt a child, who is under 21, The law provides

that a child be‘placed for adoption only by the State Depargf

ment of Pensions and Security or by a/licepsed child placing

. are barred by~gcgnuue from acting as intermediaries to find

< 5
Lo - -

homes for a child. A study is ﬁsually maae‘of a family.s appli-

14

cation to adopt a child and ‘such factors as health, age,ﬁin~

come, and stability of marriage is congidered. An agency does A

not place a child for adoption until written consent for éhe

, adoption has been given by one of the following:

1l.. Both parents, if living (if the courts have 1epally
» terninated parental righta, consent will not be
requested)
\ ]

2. Mother alone, if the child is illegitimate

3. - Guardian of the minor

4. State Department of Pensions and Scecurity

.
- (
.

/

®
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After comsent is given the a&dptijp petition 1s filed along

ears the petition for adoption. If the cburt 1s yatisfied the
B ‘necegsary consents have been filed, and thaé the adoption 1is ino.
the best interest of the child, he shall enter an interlocutory
order of adoption. A final order may be entered after the child )
has lived for si% months in the home of fhe petitioner. The
Department of Pensions and Security must visit the home at least
tw;ce during the s;x—month period.

The Department of Pensions and Security does not have to
investigate and rg?ort to the court on pgtitions filed by a step-
father, stepmother, grandmother, brother, half-brother, %I::zr,
half-sister, aunt, or uncle and their. spouses. The deciq;on is
left entirely up to the court. If the court determineetfhaf the
child has {tesided in the home of the relative for the Specifiéa
péfiod of tiime as required by law, éhe court may immediately enter
the finzal otder of adoption.' Childrenfliving with unrelated
persons have to g; through régulér adoption procedures, The
addpted person shall be enFit%ed to inherit fro% and through the

,adoptivelpdrengs and the.adoptive parizgﬁpan inherit from and
through the adopted person. However, rights of inheritance are
. affected by Wilié. The court is required by law to mail a certifi-

cate of the final order of adoption to the State Reglstrar of Vital

Statistics and a new birth certificate for the persom adopted 1o

recorded. '

#ith the child's birth’certificate. The’probate court usually .

!
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° A discussion of Alabama Adoption Statutes, ﬁith a person

’
/

from the Department of Pensions and Security, revaaled that it -

1s possible that many of the families’in our study could very

well lose custody of the children that they are keeping if they

L3 « -

3 ) {)? .

.~ filed fgr adoption. Although there are no set standards for
soeio-ecgnomic status of the potential adoptivé parents, many of
these families would not measure up to minimal stapdards.

. These families certainly would not have such things as a small
% ! .

savings account to help them in case of éh emergéncy. It is

true, of course, that since investigations for relatives are no

» . Cd ¢
{J longer required, it would make it easier for relatives to adopt. o v

[ <

. However, the Departmept does like to feel that adoption is a
.sound—pian for the éhild. There has been some subsidized adop-
tions on an individual basis and 1f this were continued it would ’
possibly make it easier for some other families to adopt.

The time-honored social responsibilityifor care of children
v -

deprived of parental care tekes iittle account of legal prescrip-

tions and in the out-of-the-way rural places there is little demon~

. strable concern on the part of legal authorities for interfering

Ser . = 4

with customary arrangements, What the legal provigions are need

to be known in any assessment of the non~legal arrangements.




~.children were black, This represents a slight\increase from~the

T

RELATED LITERATURE

d
According to the annual renort for the Department of Pen- -

4 .

sions andtSecurity in Alabapma, three~hundred and nineteen chil-
dren were placed.for adoption last yegr. ‘Foﬂty—eight of these

7 . :
previous year, but there are still black children of all ages
awaitiLg adoptive homés. Th?)lack of adoptive homes forigggg
children in need of placement is a problem familiar and painful
to persons working with social agencies. (Herzog, Bernstein, 1966;
Billingsley and Giovannoni 1972). An estimate given in 1969 ',-
by the National Center for Social Statisfics, gshows that the per-.
centage of all cLildren adopted, who are black or belong to other
ninority races, has not risen significantly d?épite speciél effg;ts
by sociél agencies to find adoptive homes for-them.. In a recent
study by the Child Welfare League (Grow, 1970) it vas found that

in 240 agencipgs providing racial data on approve&7ﬂomes and chil-

-~ .

dren aveilable for adoption, there were 116 white homes approved

for every 100 non-white childrpn repgrted as needing adoptive - v
N ’ J
placament, It is interesting to note that Herzog and Bermstein

(1965) report that contrary to the usual beliefs, when adequate N

controls are established for income levels and family intactness,
actual adoption rates appear highet among blacks than whites.
P

00009 o ;
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In an,"expeéience survey";(ﬂerzog; Sudia et, al) the de-
te:rents to- adoption are listed as-being:‘ (l)nlack of'public
information; (2) anxieties of potential adoptive pai-ent;s; 3
possible characteristics of the‘child; (4) adverse attitudes of
.othérs;,(S) legal complica?:it&na; (6) characteristics of social
agencies, Howeﬁer, ther leading single deterrence which is listed '

.

uqder "anxieties of potential adoptive parents" is economic in-
sufficiency‘and inadequac;i Many black fémi%ies have néither room
enough nor enough ingome to éccoquate new members.

The Hill study (1971) has’ q&nted out that formal adoption
agencies have not, hiétorically, catered to non-whites. As a
resulﬁ of this adoption in Negro communitiesjbit glffe;a'ﬁxom the
conventions operating in this country. (Herkox.rits, 1958). Blacks
- have developed.their own network for the informal adOption°o€
children, (H1l1ll1l, 1971). v )

Johnson (1934) and Powdermaker (1939) refer to informal
adoption as "adoption". Powdermaker (1939) states that "adoption"
is practically never nade legal and is referred to’ii "giving" the
child away. Johnson's Btudy (1934) and Bernard's (1966) show that
gdoﬁtion Bf'children is fairly common ﬁractice.ambng blacks.
Johnson even states that in a sense "adop;ion" takes the place of
sqpial agencies and orphans ' homes; The data presently on hand

2

does not account for thigs distinctive quality of Negro custom,

" (Herkovits, 1958).
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Pdwdermékazf£1939) ciies one of the main reasons for so (
frequently giving children away is the breaking up of families
and the unwillingness ortinability of the remainiﬁg mate to care
for the children. Mosf people in rural areas love children and
consequently there iQ\always someone ready to“take in a child

that needs a home, even 1f their home is already overcrowded.

¢

s

Childless couples, for whatz:er reason, do not have the social
standing in the community as families with children, (Johnson,
1934) . One young woman in the fowdermaker gtudy (1939)-who-was
.pregnant was "so glad" becadé; "what is a house iike without a
child in 1t?" B °
Fér a father or mother to go away and leave a child with : , .
ggiftﬁves or, friends, who are glad to take it, is so regular an
occurrente that ituis not felt to be som%thing to grieve about.
No stigma is attached to giving away a child; it 1s an accepted
procedure, (Powdermaker, 1939). Johnson (1934) does ﬁention that
pare;ts hesitated to give their children away to non-related
.pefﬁons, although this happened a number of times.
In his study of Farmville, Virginia in 1897, W. E. B. DuBois
ﬁade the observation that: . “ ’
"The proportion of children under 15 1is also'iﬁcreased by
the habit which married couples and widowed persons have
of'gging to_citfes to work and leaving their children with

» grandparents. This also accounts for the small proportion
of children in a city like Philadelphia'.

(ERIC N T TIEE
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| There is no.attempt made tovcooceal thFir\origin from adop-
ed children, even if the event took place in eatly infancy. The’
children ceualiy know they have been given away bécause adults,

talk about it freely. Both Johnson (1934) and Powdetmakei (1939)

found that no difference was made between the adobted chlldren
. ) R

" and the children of the house. "Adopted children seldom evince

-~

any since of being outsiders."

»

According to a report by the Urban League (1971) black

families demonstrate their ability to "adopt?’children with a
o

placement rate more than ten times that of formal adoption

e

agencies. It is estimated that more than 160,000 out-of-vedlock
black babies were absorbed in 1969 by already xiéting black
families. Johnson (1934) even mentions that :ightion ig related
to illegitimacy.

Black families-have a remarkabie story in what they have

§

done for grandchildren, (Herzog, Sudia et. al ). The Young

study (1970) also stresses the functional and systematic aspects N:i‘
of the black family in which grandparents play an important role.
Johnson (1934) reported that® the frequency of separations of

families with children and the lirgé number of childreh born‘out-
side of formal family relations throw a considerable burden of -
responsibility upon grandparents, and this responsibility, in

turn, 1s accepted as a matter of couree. Grandparents exoﬁggfed

more of a sénse of social obligation than did parents with a

number 0f, children.

-
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- nearly 15 per cent of all Negro families had one or more minor

11— ) 1
4 |

In 1965 the United Stafes Census Bureau reported that*"

4 ’ 0 i .

g
relatives living with them vho was not their ovm child, and,

‘8
better than,a quarter of all Negro families haq,a.relative living
wit\‘Jhem who was eighteen or over. The recent study by Hays .

and Mindell (1273) and Billingsley (1968) showed that more blacL

-~

families have Jkin other than. their o;\t:?;ldren living with them .

than whites.‘ ‘Hays and Nindell (1923 und that 28% of the black ‘

families have kin living with them ‘as® opposed to four per cent

LI,

. : ’ & .
of the white families. lost of;these relatives are grandchildren,

v v e . 4

nieces and nephews. The l970 Census also reports that blac£

'
.t

[families” are much nore lihely than vhite families to take in other

young related menbersu ,lack children are even more likely than

. white children to pe. adopted by relatives when they ‘are formally

‘*placed— (111 1971). o R

"

_ Most of the writers seem to apree Qhat most of thede N

, families would not qualify to formally adopt a ild. aAccording
3 ’ C T
to H111 (1971) the families headed by elderly wofien take in the

iy
highest prohortion of children. Most of these fami}ies do not

possess the "right" credentials to formally adopt. ihey are most‘

4
' of/;n fatherless dr‘"too poor" or-too disorganized ”It 35 diffi—

K4

- J

cult for them to-provide adequatelyffor_their own children with-

out taking in additional ones. Howe@er, Johnson (1934) found
S e N "

" that only a few of ﬂhese families would- noﬁ‘attempt'to‘rear a*child

left with them; no matter how ‘poor thliey may be. Many of these
. .'45‘_

P
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families nay be illiterate or have only a minimal anount of formal
. schooling, but they are usually willinp and eager to maLe sacri-
¢+ fices to educate the . children that they tale in, (Povdermaler, 1939). “f

The tight kinship networlk within black fanilies seems to

have proven itself to be an effectiveemechanism.for.progiding’extra
Dy
. emotional and econoriic support in the livez;ef thousands of chils
dren. This is a family strength that is clearly in need of support

through imagénative adoption policies, (l.ill, 197l)upr,other

I3

systematic¥ ternatives. ' . i

-
-

CHILD WELFARE APPARATUS

L)
A}

"y Most of the services provided for children in\the connty
are through the bepartﬁent of Pensions and Security. The Depart- -

{ ;
ment cannot remoje a child from a lhome without permission from a
& + LrOA

’

-~ i -
-3y court of lay, If there are problems that varrant removal of a

. ‘ A A - »

: "-’.' // .
child From a houe, Boarding Foster Care llomes are bavailable. _ <
L . o ,

Boarding Foster Care Hgmes are licensed by the State and have been
.Qihiestiwated in a simllar manner as the homes of adoptive parents. -

If "a parent is 11l or for éome reason feéls that he cannot care

for his child, he .can request ‘that the child be temporarily placed

 4in a Bogfding Foster liome Until he is _.able to care for the child.

.

A parent who can. afford'it may. pay some or all of the expenses

for the child's care. Contact is usually néintained with the parent
¥@ . . . . . .
' 80 that the child von't lose his parents. Arrangements for visits

are usually made outside of the homes to prevent conflict be~

pimeen the parent and:ﬁoSter family. According to ‘the Annual erort

'

~ - - \ ~

D _'.60014 L
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" of the Department of Pensions and Security for 1971-72 in the State

of Alabama, 1,975 children benefited from the care of state «and

county boarding homes. A breakdown for individual counties was

%ot available. * !

]

Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) is provided in the county
through the Department of-Peneions and Security. The services

offered to ADC applicents pertain to employment, money management

\ school attendance, family relationships, health housing, family

14 o

planning, child rearing and various other matters which affect

famllymlife. HoweVEr, the child must be related to the family

%

that he lives with, Aid is not available to children'living with

non-related persons, The amount of aid given will depend on hov C .
9 - ’

much money the Department has, the children's needs, and how many
people, receive aid to dependent children.. The highest payment
to a‘gelative for the first child is $55.00 a month, and for each

. ) < ,
additiona} child, $35.00, Vo payment can be made to a relativé“ 4/

for more thaﬁ 5195;00 a honth, regardless of the need or number
of eligible children. A child can receive aid until he is 13.

If he 1is in regular attendance in school, he can receive aid until

Nl -

he is 21. A total of 119,787 children received aid and serviz

)

in their owm or related homes through ADC in 1971—22 throughou
Alabama. "(Social Jelfare Journal), accordino to Social Security
regulationey/

LN ,
A child must be dependent upon his insured parents in order

. to qualify for benefits on his parent's social security record.-

+

s
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The factors that dete e whetheﬁ a child is dependent upon a

, parent QE;;. Adoption df a child after the death of the child's
Y

natural parent does not ! n%event the child's right to inherit from

"5)

the deceased natural parents. WA child can also receive benefits
from his natural parenté if thgy are alive and he hassbeen adopted.
A child vho is the subject ‘of an unfulfilled contract to
adopt may under certain condftions have the status of a child for
the purpose of sharing in the'distribution of the interstate
personal property of his natural father, if he is legit};ated or
acknovledged, as provided by State law., All states‘allow;the ille-

3

mate child to receive benefits from the natural mother.

Our ' inquiries dfo not reveal any financial provisions in "
the county. for children %ivingfwith unrelated persons. A%l forms,
of}state aid is available if-the child‘lives with a relative. It
appeats that if the parent.surroéate of ;h unrelated child is will-
ing to go through -legal procedures to show that the child has been
abandoned, or that his parents cannot care f& him the child could

become eligible for'benefits.provided by the State.

e
Al
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. ‘ THE  STUD” AREA
’ ¥

Selection of the study area was made with the assumption ~
. that the practice of informal adoption would more likely be

folloved in an area that was rural where custon hed been least

.

disturbed. Another consideration was that the Tuskegee Institute

[

Human Resources Development Center had selected an eleven-county
+ area in the Alabama Black 3elt as a service and experimental’ area.
o~
Choice of this area would give a better chance for subsequent pro- ’

gram development. for children deprived of their parents that would

be likely elsewhere.
According to the 1976~Census, the;e‘were'1,432,244 people;

reported livihg in rural Alabama, divided: 1,209,396 Rural Non-

Toos

Farm and 222;196 Pural Farm. The rural Negro population was divided
. . {

294,936 Rural, Hon-Farm &nd 45,179, or only 16 per cent Rural Farm.

-

The area selected was in twe Alabama counties that come in the

-

classification of America's most rural Non—Commutiné counties in 2

1972 study for U. S. Senate Committee bn Agricultﬁre and Forestry.

. In the forevord to this study, Characteristics of U. S.

Rural Areas uvith Hon~Commuting Pgbulation, Senator Hérman Talmadge
T :

writes:
’ "While worVérs living in the rural commuLing counties often
. have jobs in nearby urban employment centers, less than 10

percent of the vorkers in these 1,718 most rural counties
are able to ¢ te to city jobs. They have no nearby
growth center depend upon. The inclidence of poverty
in these most rural counties is more .than double that in °
‘the non—rural counties; with 12 percént of the Nation's

"

Rlc .. 06017




; .
\ ’ nopulation, they have 24 per centy of the latien's
/////‘ poverty. VYet, only 2.1 per cent of Federal outlays for
4 : basic adult education, 5.5 per cent of health services,
and 17 per cent of TFederal elementaryvand secondary
education appronriations go to these counties.”

. Demographic Data on 'ilcox and Lowndes Counties
The two counties selécted for study are’located in the

southeastern cenéral éection.of the 5State of Alabarma. Both
Lowndes and ''{lcox counties are.100 per cent ru;al; whilesiy
per cent of the State is xural.*. Only 18 per cent of Lowndes
is rural-farm and lévper cent of ”ilco;. Another importéqt,
factor in the selection of these counties is the high yougL

. ' .denendency ratio (lefined as one hundfedatimgs the -nurmber of

people less than 15 years of -age dividgd~?y the population

S

aged 15 through 64). Lowundes county.has a ratio of 88 for

o

blacks zs compared to 41 for non-blacks. The ratio 18 sim11a¥

- for'Wiléox cqunty witb a black depepdeécy ratio of 43 and.45\l

for non-blgcks, Tﬁis means that for evkr%“loo adults, there

are 88 children ot nore than twice as.many children as the number

- éareg)fo; by the white adult. ponulation. B;th counties are |
identical in the percentage of black husband-vife heads of -
household (60%), In the Qtata'84 per cent of familieé are
héaded by husband and vife. within thé?two-county aréa 85 per

L4

cent of the population lacks plumbing. The average number of

- *Demographic data 1is based on General Social and Fconemic Charac-

‘ ristics; Alabama U.-S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census,
' 1972, -

q . »

Demogranhic Profiles of the United States: The East South Central-
States, Oak Midge ilational Laboratory, Oak Ridse, Tennessee, 1972,

L B 00018
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. there, those whg migrated to the South and native rural souther- (:

. 1965 were most often from other southern states. A small

percentage migrated from the liorth Central or Northeastern

-17-

persons per room ig double that of the State as a ggbLg‘ ! 1
) .

An interesting way of thinking of the demography of the
rural South is in terms of three:populations: those vho 1lrft
ners. There was loss of population of 14.4 per cent betwecn . D
1950 and 1960 and was 16.3 per cent betvieen 1960 and 1970.
Lowndes Cod;ty has a population of 12,897; 'ilcox 16,303. More
Eh;n 90 per cent of the population residing in both counties
is native. ?here is not wmuch migration within the counties.b

People generally remain in the same house; or move within the

same county. People who haye migrated to these counties since

States. Data do not reflect natives who have moved away and

are returning home. | i

ﬁrogress has been made in education in Alabama in the
last decade. But the progress is slov to come fo thése two
counties. 'The median school grade completed for'persons
égeé tuventy~-five and older is 8.6 and 8. fo} Lowndes and

\

Ylilcox, respectivély. Integration has been slow to comeg

noo.

"ycademjes" exist for white students and "training schools" for

black students.

- In 1969 the median income for the rural white popula-
tion was $3,093 as compared to $1,323 for the black rural

v ‘}‘3 .
population, The median incorme for the .State is $7,266; $3,823

00019
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for Loundes County; $3,217 for "ilcox. The non-worker ratio

for the Stéte 1z 1,67, The ratio is higher for "ilcox, with
2,62 and even hicher for Lowndes with 2.70, Of persons
employediin Lowndes County, 16 per cent are in manufacturing,

28 per cen; in white collar jobs and 21 per cent in %overnmental
jobs: The figures increase SOmewﬁif in "ilcox with 35 per cent
in manufacturing, 28 per cent 1 whi;e collar jobs and 15 per
cent in governﬁental jobs., Alm QF'SO perlcent of ;he popula%ion
in bogh counties have incomes bel}w the poverty level, and about
five per cent earﬁ in excess of $15,000.

-

Culfural Characterigtics 3

3

A great deal of attention has been given to thé negative

oty
IS

aspects of black cultural experiences. However; in ;hb‘fécent

focus on positive aspects of black

-

culture, the strength which

deservgs more prominence is the role of black grandmothers.
_ y oo ,

.One such grandmother in one county tells of the hard times she

had raising her 13 children. At first there vas no income, and

later for avhile she worked in the fields for 50¢ a day, 60¢

‘and finally $1.00. !

&8
She speaks with favor of the Civil Rights Movement days

and the changes that took place - "It got us ‘off the white folks
place.f *14th seven of her own children still home, she manages
to care for four grandchildren, a niece, an aunt and her re-
tarded daughter. One grandchlld had retufned with her mother

to Mew York but did n;t liké/:;‘sd she came back toﬂlive with
her grandmother.\/?! is hard to find a job in “ilcox county. !

h 660629
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The grandumother séid children tried unsuccessfully to find.nurk;
all had to move aﬁay to find vork, Ler husband tried to get.work
at a local mills he wérks the farm with the help of the family.

One respondent confesses she knows little about birth

control (her baby 1s,107). One dauphter has three 11ligitimate
children. Vhen asked what did she say to her daushter during
this period she resnonded, "I told her if it was me, 1'd ro®to
the store and pet some of those pills," Her dauphter said she
didn't like them. y

She and her family moved to their nrescent location and
started to build a home with the help of FLA after they were put
out of their home vhen the Civil Pichts Movement ceme to the
county, The doctor says she should stay out of the fields
because of her blood pressure, but that doesn't keep her from
vorking. The farm consists of 23 acres of cotton, 40 acres of
corn, a little potatoes, peas, peanuts and supar cane. "1

.~ couldn't always put clothes on they back, but they have ‘plenty

to eat.” No modern equipment exists for picking crops., Seven
of the children are able to work in the fields. They haven't
cleared anything since 1965, vhen they cleared $300 one year
and .$300 another. In 1965 they cleared $500. They haven't
been out of debt since. Fer son gnd daushter help by sending
money home. Foodstamps also heln somevhat, With the help of
her son, they now have a nine-room house, enough for every-
one to sleep comfortably., The house lacks running water. She
vas told the welfare could help install plumbing if she
charped her grandchildren rent. .

The preceding account of family life in Wilcox Counté/fg
of one family only, but it does reflect the social and ecbnomic

conditions of other residents. p

With Lowndes County being 10cq£ed§§;jacent to Montgomery

County in which the State‘capitdl is locafed and is the third

largest c%sy/in the State, 1t would seer that thé res;ﬂents £
Lowndes_wbdld take advantapge of this location, but this is not .

reflected in the social and economic copditions, The- standard

of living in Lowndes is below that qf “/ilcox. The main source

"9

°
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of employment is a factory located sorme 20 miles from Haynééville.
- For a tovm without centfal transportation and many of its resi-
dents without cars, this is-a problen.

, Many lives are shaded by "root" doctors. 'hen ome
widow was asked about her children, shé said that she had "ome -
daughter” vith pood mind. One dauphter is mental. che do all
right until the roon changes. The:root doctor says she got
X fixed.in Tampa." The mother wants to take her daughter to
sece a psychiatrist, but hes to wrait until the moon chanpes.

To get a further indicztion of life in Lovmdes County,
which 1is not so different from life in 'lilcox County, a closer
look is needed into the life of this widou. She gets an "old
folks" check each month, but recalls all the years she worked
when there-was no social security. For her three-room house,
with newspaper-covered valls, she pays $150.00 a year for
rent. She no longer farms; but does have a few! crops planted.
She bought an acre of land and wants to build alhouse to get
out’ of the present one. Most of the grocery shopping 18 done
at a little store nearby. She manages to go to toun and catch <
a sale once in a while, but has to catch a ride with someone.
This 74 year old voman has raised two grandchildren, in
addition to her otm three children and cares for several o
grandchildren during the day. She was makine her own living
when she took in her first two grandchildren, but°is no
longer able to do that. ‘ '

" o

a

In general, this county seems to have somewhat more to

offer in its downtown arem. There are stores for shopping, ’ ’ L

extes »/'\

a_motel, two banks and several eating nlaces--one operated by

2

blakks. In the other county, dovmtown consists of the county .

courthouse, the post office, a corner procery and a hardware

store. Some residents in both counties have been able to

move from their dilapidated house into low-income homes. @
a3 ' ' -
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TET STUDY POPULATION

(.

Igzthe two counties three -hundred and geven families
: %

+ out of a total of 3,917 black families vere identified as

-

having children other than their owvm offépring living in the
household, Of the parent surrogates interviewéd, two
hundred and ninety=-six (296) were femzle, eleven (11) were
male, ’ (\
Ten varisbles vere used to provide a description of
the gross characteristics'of the parent surtégates and their
. ) , ,

families. These characteristics fOllOW..

Characteristics
1. Family Structure Number Percent
(f Sinple-Parent/Fenale 146 47
Single-"arent/!'ale 11 4
Two Parents 150 |49
TOTAL : 307 100
"2, Marital Status o Number Percent
Married R/ 4 58
- Single 165 21
"T1doved 50 . 16
- | ¢ Separated or Nivorced 13 . 5
\ TOTAL 307 100

The families were almost equally divided between/zingle-
parent female and two-parent families.

Vthile 49 per cent of the families identified }hemselges
as gwo-parent families, an}additio‘nalr28m from surrogates
reported thémselves as beinns m;rriéd despite the absence of

*

-«
the spouse from the housthold. As reported in the 1970, Census,

51.6 per cent of the children undéf 18 in '"ilcox County and " .

+
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57.7 of the children under 18 in Loundes County lived with

1 -

both parents, . G W

3. Age of Pareiit Surroeate

Ace <i : Number Percent

. Under 30. 7 2

v o | 30-30 12 A
40-49 . 39 13

50-59 . 81 : 26

60 and over ) 163 53

llo respomnse ‘ 5 2

TOTAL - 307 100 q

"As has been reported.in other studies older families
take children to rear to a preater extent than younger families
do. This may be readily exnected particularly where the
number of related children are considered.

4, Families with Own Children in Household

7
Rumber Percent
With oun children 104 34
Jithout own children 203 66
“ TOTAL 307 100

Two-thirds of the families had no children of their

own in the household,

- 5. Size of llousehold
- Nuthber of Persons Number of TPercent
in Household Households
2 55 . 18
3 34 27
4 4 41 13
5 ' 34 11
R 6-9 1 66 22
Y 10 or more ! .27 9

TOTAL 307 100

ERIC : 00024
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Fifty-nine per cent of the families had five or

fewer. members and forty-one per cent six or more members.

¢ 6. Occupation of Parent Surrogate

Occupation .« Number Percent

No -response 55 . 18

. . Farm or rural nonfarm - 41 13

. Construction Laborer 3 1

Domestic service .31 10

_ Other service . 10 3

B lousewife . 133 . 44

Other 9 3

Unerployed 25 8

TOTAL 307 100

- - 7. Present Employment of Parent Surrogate
Employment Number Percent
: | -
Full-time °~ 11¢< 38
Y Part-time «22 7
Housewife, unemployed 167 555-

TOTAL - 307 100

€.  Total lionthly Income of .ldusehold

Monthly Income : Number of Percent
: " Households

llo response 17 5
R $50 and less ‘ 20 7
' $51-100 37 12 -
$101-150 . 64 21
$51~-200 . 51 17
¢ $201-250 , 31 10
. . §251-300 23 9 .
_$301 and nore 59 19
7 TOTAL . 307 100

'Only 28 per cent of the families had mont&ly incomes

of mote than $250,
—y
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9. Education : o v /
. Highest School o
Grade Comgleted . Number Percent

‘ 3 11
15 _ 52
/ 90 , 29
36 12
) 19 6
TOTAL 307 100

ifore than half of the parent surrogates had less
than six years of schooling and only six per cent had
”

completed hich school.
. 5
10, Stability

Lived in county less.than 30 years =~ B percent
Lived in cormunity lecs than 30 years - 18 percent

The\pafent surrogates have l%ved their full lives-in
the local afea. E;ghfy-fou: pe? cent had lived in the
couﬁty vwhere they were all ;f their lives and ahother seven,
per cgnt.had moved to Lowndes County or ‘lilcox County from

elsevhere in Alazbama.

Parent surrogates in the study popuiation were older

. _— _
people: 53 per ceft over 60 years of age and 79 per cent

over 50, ° Two~-thirds of uhe parent surrogates had child;en )
of their own and two-thirds were families of five persons’
or less. In the homes 49 per cent had a single female
parent. . The parent surrogates were poor ﬁith only 23 pér

cent having monthly incomes of more than $250.00. +

-
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T TAKING CHILDREN TO REAR = A
}v . X - ' S
' . - . . . - ., .
s , Unspoken undergtandings in the transfer.of children

~ from natural parents to parent 5urrdgate segms to justify z
s - J .
the" designation, informal adoption . Acceptance of the .

{

. - circumstance réauiring someone to care for chihdren seems

* <to have begen made hy both parental partiep wiﬁh amazingly o -
littl{ado abqut it. S

’
2

" CHILDPEN OTHER THAN PARENT'S OWN LIVING ™ THE HOUSE

Number of Children Nunmber of llomes

A 122 -

. (, 2 . , .. 95 .
: . -3 - .. e 36 o 127
' . 4" ’ 20 : 6 -

- | | © 12 4

- « 6 ‘or more g 24 = ) 7

¥ TOTAL _ ,§307 - 100 -
/

At the time of the. study 307 families had frgg one to
' ' eleven children 1i¥ing in the home. These same families”

repqrted 62 children ‘other than their own that they hao

reared- and ndw had left home.

£ .

. REASONS FOR-TAKING CHILD TNTO HOME .
o - . Reasons for taking children to rear were grouped ’
. : P N 'v . . , °
into five categories: * L '

Percent

Reason 7 tumbe
R S Parental ccuvenience - 141 46
- Desire for a child 20 6 -
o Family responsibility , - . 88 29
Child needed care - e 52 17
Temporary arrangement . . S -
. initially . , 6 2
< ~ =7 TOTAL - 307 . 100,

@
7
D
D
D>
o
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) Pareht§;,convenience was yiven as a reason for taking

. the cnild.

terms for the child's parents.

”> this reason was expressed were: .

?hig reason was,expressed in compassionate e

o{\- lrn

Sore of the terms in which

2

.Pamily respongibility & Children reported as

Mo her had to work- ¢obody to’ care for him
_Vsther wanted to po on to school

lother was ill in hospital - J ,

lother left these children :

v

;ving

a kinshig tie to the pareng\iurrogate; had a néag,gg distant

relationship that wasxcngsidered a family r‘:espoﬁs'j.bilit:y.L L

Child was borm in"my house and mother left

My orandchild daughter’ had ic and left

My son's child mother 't wvant it :
Child wanted to stay with her orandma and nobody else

Coqsip s child, T could care for it better
Desire for a child ' ' ‘o .
\ . - -
I wanted a child and I found out I could have this *,
one .
2 I nged cowpany in the'bouse

Child's need for care —.The difference bétween the

I needed someone to help me arovad the hous 2, S50 I -
gave him a home

i

- .
4 A -

13

first’ reason and ghis orie was expressed in terms of com-

\ hal N - P o

o

passion‘for’the child, ' o

: »

Parents died . - .

Parents separated .
. _“arents valked off and "left them
: . > /.
'y Temporary zrrangement initially < Taere were a few

J L) . ) 2 ! . ‘o
cases in ufilch the permanent cdre of children was not ,
: 4 . . .

intended.,

s -
.t
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%/// L Iy sister vent to Chicago and I kept her children. T
lhen ghe came back, this child rrouldn't go with her. »
o Hother vas living with me *nd moved, but child -

didn't vant to go with her. .

f
L3

: ”25719 interestine that there was need‘for an arranoement or
. oerS%horeement about\zgkinp a child to reaf in only nine

- ‘ cases. In other cases the taLinJ of the child seemed to

have "just hanpened vithout formali

5 ’ ’

fer of Cuildren to the. care of the parent surro9ate., -

or rigual 1n trans— T

In only gix cases vas it reportdd that the child did

not know that the parent surrogate was’not the natural
paréné, but‘the otﬁer,301‘families‘ ch%ldren were aware that
- they were nat the offspring of the parent surrogate.
Patent surrogatés‘heré Questione& about>alternatiﬁes
for the care of the children if they had not assumed

. responsibility for their carz: The following opinions were

expressed% : . . ' e : v
e : Alternztive . Number: Percent f
/ ‘ + Could nave stayed with mother 79 26 : iaw
: Sore other rie-ber of family
’ nioht have taken child , - 13 4,
Might have been placed somé- X -
o " yhere else 13 4
, | Other .alternatives : 24 ) 8 .
fo other alternative i 173 56 ‘ -
, Uo response % 5 . - < 2
‘ o TOTAL - 307 100

‘Placement outside the family was farely considered;
=] T . ‘ ' ' -
56% 6f the respordents felt they had no alternative but to

a

~ take the child in, . Thirty per cent said that if they had

not agreed the child would have reqained‘wffh the mother

v

o . » | . 0~®0“29
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‘ i
/the, family. |

/

or someone else in

.~Hinety~fivelper'ceﬁt gaid no formal arringement or

. \
3 agreements were made when thé child was taken, in. In the
’ o . few cases that arrangements were ~ade, they were nmost
frequently'made between the naturdl and sufrogate pdarents
. directly. »
| 'In one hundred and forty-six céses the parent surro-
. gate reported a definite understanding of how long’the child ‘
~  would remain with the ﬁi;jﬁt surrogate. ) i : oL
‘ ‘ : 0 . P ent
. Period Desicgnated Nqﬁbérv . ercen
Until Grown. ' 79 < - 54 . o
; As Long As I Live 41 28 '
. Other Long Terns 6 K3
' ‘As Long as She Jants to Stay "7 -5
Until Parents Take iiim Back 13 2
‘ TOTAL 146 - 100
0f thoge who said a definite time period was established,
most seemed to expect to keep the child until he vas grown
. . or as long as they lived.” In most cases, the commitments , .
. B . & .‘ L /, .
were also open-cnded gnd expected to be indefinite duration.
i{ov Long Expect to Keep Child Number Percent
¢ tUntil Grown : 80 45
As Long As I/Live .73 41
o .. As Long Ag, liother “'ants 13 7
Ty Other 10 6
. ki TOTAL ‘176 .99
0 RS
» . e
&
= 1
: 4
O
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C—_CIRCIMSTACES OF PA"LAT smz@u Tk CAILD “IAS TAKED IH

Age ‘
Sue———

. . \
A majority of the respondents-vere vell-into middle |,
‘age wvhen they took theilr youngest chiid in, The most *
frequently cited catepories were 40 to 49 and 50 to_59.

L 4

Occunation

) Fifty—three per cent ;f the reépéndents feported that
théyﬁbere farmers when they took the childbin. ‘The next
most frequently cited occupations were housevife (19 percent)

.and domestic serviqe'(12 perbent). =

InFome T - ] . ‘ 2
Almost half of the respondents (47 percéht) repdrted
o an income of un $150/monthly when they took the children
in, and 19 per cent reported no imcone ‘at)all. TN

llealth . : ) .

B a

Kinety-gne per cent of the respondents said that -
they felt vell enough to be able to look after the child
whefi he was taken in, -

N
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Present Characteristics of Child

Younrcegt °

Age - , _ . Humber Parcent
Yorn herzér/ . ' ‘e5 31
1 or les 12 39
2=4 ! ' ' 24> Y
. , 5=7 - v 14 5
ol ‘=10 13 4
11-13 - 10 3
T~ 14=16 2 1
‘ WRJTA . _23 _9
. : . TOTAL 307 '; 100

Age at ‘hich Children ‘'ere Taken Into iiome

.
-

- Age L " lurber e Percent
ilot reported T 20 ' !
1 year or less 215 . 70 .
2-4 years 24 ) f
5-1y years 27 - : R
Over 1) years 15 - , _3

TOTAL 307 | 109 -

A majority of the children taken in wesgyeither born

A%

- 4

. . ’ =
. in the surrorate parent's home or ta'en in before. they were a

T 4 ~
year old. Very feu’chilidren were taken in whenign their teens.
- . . : . i s

« 3

8

c oy

C..APACTEPISTICS OF WATURAL PARELTS

Hother's Occupation ‘ . \

. B t
v espondents were vagzue in piving employment status of

»
~ o

the child's nother. Only 55 per cent were reportac on.

3
N

nine per cent reported that tae motuer was a farmer when 'y

1 was taken in. Fggrteen,per cent reported that she was unemployed

and 12 ner cent reportel that she uas in domestic service.
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Father's Occunation({
In most cases ‘the occunation of the father was not

knoum. The most' frequently cited category was farmer (87 per

cent). .
- Mother's Ape s ilumber Percent
™ . 15 and under - - 16 ' 5
16-17 30 o 10 _
18-19 .59 19
20-21 A 14
22-23 " e 27 N 9
24-25 B 13 -° : 4°
26-27 . . 11 ° 4
28- + _ 42 13
DE - : 50 ) ‘ 16
IR : 15 S
TOTAL 307 9
y ¢ ' '

The ages were distributed fairly even, The most
frequgntly cited age wagI18-19. }n forty-eight per cent of
the' cases, the mothéf waé under 21.

A ) RELATIO&SHIPS WITH NATURAL PARENTS-

Uinety—eight per cent' of the respondents said that
the child knew that he vas not their child.

. ~ S .
In those cases where the child didn't already know,

almost all parehts repoited\éiif ﬁhey did planvto tell him.

How Found Out - Rumber Percent

Parent surrogate

told child : 132 ‘ 59
Natural mother’ ' ' '

told child . g 16
inew already. , 40 : " 13
Other 25 8
WR/A . - 12 : 4
TOTAL 307 100

- = )

ol N - - : /\;)\

N | : ' N
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In_a majority of the cases, the parent surrogate told

e )

the child that he wac not theirs. Less often, it was the natural

mother wiio told him or else the child already knew.

Reaction to Geinr Told Number Pereent ‘.
No reaction 128 42 .
Just accepto 76 25
Glad o1 26
Other _Ei __l

TOTAL & 307 - 10

A majority of the respondents (697) reported that the
child had a positive attitude toward hisc natural mother or parents.

&
'There=abouts of ilatural Parents

o Mother Humber | “~.. Percent s
Alabama 104 34
Other South .22 r~ 7
Lliortheast . 89 -0 29
tiduest ) 35 o1
Other ' 4 1 -
DK 2 1
WR/UA S| 17
" TOTAL , 307 100 . <
Father Humber Percent‘
Alabana 69 22
Other South 18 6
Northeast 20 7 6
Midwest 23 7
Other 4 1
14 - 133 43
‘ NR/HA . 40 - 14
B ' TOTAL _ 307 < 99 ' .

‘ Frequgntly,.the natural mothers remained in Alabama
(347), althoﬁgh a large per cent also migrated North (40%7). The L
wﬁere-aboutg of the mothers were unknown in only 1 per cent of
;he\cases. For the fathers, however, 43 per cen§ in unknown loca-
tiohs, while only 22 per cent remained in Alabama and 13 per cent
R went Horth. | ‘ : ; _
‘oo T 06034 .
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gy Parent Surrogates Get Along With'Haturél Parents

Mother

Very well
OX- .
lardly ever cee
Poorly
UR/MA

TOTAL

Pather

Very well
ox
Hardly ever gee
Poorly
NR/DA
TOTAL

How Oftea lerxre

[39

lother

Daily

Often

1-2/mo

3=4/mo

Occasionally

Hever

WR/WA -/ :
. N TOTAL

Hurber

210
51
4

0
_42
307

Number
92
35
93
16

L
07 -~

P

Humber

Percent

Percent

30
11
30

5

23

99

&

A maj?rity‘ofvthe regpondents reported very gaod
relationgof the natural mothers (68%) and none reported poor
r relations. For fathera, the ocituation was somewhat different; .
30 per cent of the respondents reported that they hardly ever
gee -them ggd only 5 per cent reported that qgfyvgot aiong‘poorly.

Hovever, 30 per cent 8100 reported that they got along very vell,

°

Percent

5
14
- 23
22
16
3
Y

100 -
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Father 7 © Humber.- Percent /
Daily .9 3
Often ' ‘ 14 5
1-2/mo _ 20 7
3-4/mo : 4 22 7
. Occasionally . 14 3 5
ilever ° : : o172 . 56 -
NR/NA - _36 17
TOTAL 307 . 100 *

kg

. Hothers'keep'in pretty close touch. Uany keep iagular{};'

, s
contact several times a wmonth. A majority of the fathers are

never heard from. Some do keep in oecasional contact,

' LY
Degcribe Parentg Humber Percent
- BK ’ : R 39 13.
Mother nice, Father .
not involved 128 42 " y
. - Good people o , 103 33
NR/HA 37 - 12
TOTAL 307 100

.
v

. In a majority of cases parent surrdgatea gave very

ﬁositive description of both parents or of the mother.

Hou Parents Treated Child HNumber Percent
Very well ) 115 37
Good ’ o - 90 29 >
Pretty good 13 4
9)id 22 7 o
Best ghe could . 41 13
Dontt care 12 ' 4
w _14 _5
) TOTAL 307 100

J
Ian most cases, the surrogate parent thought the natural

parent treated the child well, Only 4 per cent felt they ‘didn't

care about them, .

Have Phrents Ever Tried to Get Child Back?
Ninety-two per cent said no, they hiad not; only 2 per

cent said that they had. This supports earlier report, that the

66036
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_aérangementa iz exnected to be long term.

A

Does Parent Visit Child ° . . v
o Mother . Iumber Percent
Yes | “ , 232 75
lio _ 28 - L 9
R/HA 47 . . 15 °
TOTAL 307 " © 99
Father ¢ Humber Percent
* Yes .73 : 28
L f'o : . 197 - 64
NR/HA : 37 12
. TOTAL 307 ( 100

A majority of the mothers visit the children; while a
majority of the fathers do not. IHowever, almost one fourth of
"the fathers are interested enough to vis{f.

" ASSISTANCE TN CARE OF CHILDREN

H

.

Assistance in Care of Child

-

Do Parents Support Child MNumber Percent
liother only 87. 28
Father only 18 6
Both 28 9
Neither 170 - 56 -
IR _4 L

' TOTAL 307 100

In over half the cases, (56%) neither of the parents
provide any support for the child, If a parent does provide

support, it is most frequently the mothier only (28%).
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36~
Tyne of Support Number - Percent
. Y
toney', . - 30 12
Food 2 - 1
Clothes _ 37 12
Money  and Food 2 1
) . Money and Clothes. 27 9
Food and Clothes 6 2
All three 2 : 3 e
. Other . 9 S 3
IR/ ; - 178 =21
C TOTAL 307 100 g

The most frequent types of help provided by parents '//
vere in the form.of.money and clothes, either alone or in com-
bination,

“How Much

+

Of the narents who were reported as contributing to
. e
their child's support, most were described as giving sbmethiﬁg,
but no épecific ambupt. Of those for which-a definite amount

vas reportéd, over half gave less than $50 per month, Oﬁly 2

[

per cent of tiie children were regorted as not knowing the, were
adopted. ‘there-~abouts of the - natural mothers of children

were known in 99 per cent of the cases while vwhere-abouts of

the fathers were unknown in 43 per cent of the cases. Nelation-

ghips between mother surrogates-and naturalvmothprs vere veported

as being generally amicable, , In contrast only 41 Dé;'cent3of
e

. . : (g2
natural fathers were reported as having an amicable relationship=

with surrogate parents, The natural father, (732) did not keep in

“contact with the children vhile 80 per cent of the natural mothers
did keep in contact with the cﬁildreg. Despite thg-recorg of -

Q

correspondence and visits, few of the natural parents gave the

=
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v . :
_(7 parents surrogate any assistance with the support of the ch&ldrﬁn
in 28 per cent of ‘cases mother only, 6 per cent fathers only
. .
and 9 per cent both parents.

Any Other Help Uith Child

+
Sixty-three per cent of the respondentd/;aia_that
no one e}ee helped them take care of ﬁhe child. A majority
of those ;he did get help got it from welfare.
Seventy-four per cent of the respon&ente eeid'thet
they did not feel that they had enouOh money to take care of
‘ their child. Tweaty-one per cent said that they did have enouOh.
o . Seventy~-gix per cent of the respondents felt they
did'heveﬂenough food, whiles twenty-two per centiﬁelt they did

. not.

P

Sixty-three per cent of the respondents felt that

\khey had enough clothes; thirty-five per cent felt they did

<«
A}

not.
Agencies . _ .
PERCENT -
Ever Requestec Support Yes . No ER
AFDC - ' 33 53 8
Social Security 25 66 9
Headstart 0, 88 11
- Food Stamps . 39 54 7
Free School Lunches 62 34 4.
\ Disability 2 g6 .12
o . ot Commodities 20 67 13
) Other _ 0 82 18
o For all types of aid except free school lunches a
majority of respondents had never requested aid. , -
~
O ‘ ’ \\

ERIC . - 00039
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Presently Pece’vine Assistance )

Answer 'Numbér Perdent
, Yes 191 -t62
Mo 99 32
IR Y. 6
. TOTAL - ) 307 160
A majority of'féspdﬁdents ate currertly receiving
= .
. federal assistance. J ‘
Amount from AFDC - Bumber . Percent -« -
Up to 39 . . 17 5
40-59 ] \30 10
60-79 ) " 16 5
20-99 15 o - 5
100~ + o 33 oo
UR/HA ) 196 64
TOTAL 307 100

About one third of the respondents reported that they
4
were receiving AFDC of those who were receiving it, over half

received less than $80 per month,

_Amount Social Security Humber Percent
Up to $50 . ;};i 10 3
51-79 ‘ : 19 6
71-90 ' 7 2
91-110 " ’ 12, 4

111-130 : 17 6

130- + ' . 16_ 5

iR ' 56 12
Inap. .10 55

TOTAL . 307 100

.

S
' Three-fourths of the respondents reported that %hey
were not recelving social security., Of those vho were, one-half

were receiving less than $110 per month.

L
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* Food Stamps

S0

Sixty-five per cent, K of the :eépondents'ﬁere nbt receiving

a

. food stamps currently, while 35 per cent were.
. ) = B o ) £ Ve ) ‘:A"\__) +
t Free School Lunches Co . T,
. ' v Fifty-three per cenir Were not currently receiving
‘53_ . ’ L]

free school lunches, whiTe 43 p??‘cént vere.
. . ’ =2

“~
Disability

Eighty-two per cent were not curéently teceiving°dis;

L

ability; one per cent were, i r
'Commodities v
Sixty—f{ve per cent were not receiving commodities; 19 (
i per cent were.. )
A N ~
Va . ~ - , .
- Pther g} , ’ '
. . ) o ., ¢ o
lx“ . Eighty-one¢fEr cent wegt/not receiving other assistance;
one per cent vere, °
tow Long Receiving Aid ¥ D Number Percent
- Less than one year )ﬁg\ 21 . 7 ’
L2 . , . 50 16
3-4 ) A . 44 14
56 24 8
7-8 - .8 3 |
. 9-10 o 10 ‘ 3 I
' C1l- + 13 4 6
| DX . 6 LY
2 HR | L 74 2N
, Inaps ‘ 57 . .19
| TOTAL 307 “ 100
Of those respondents curréntly receiving aid, a majority
. . S T s
had been' receiving it from one to four years. - _ B
( . . | —
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. Assistance Deceived in Past Only

v
~ 2 B

£ighty~eight per cent reportedAthet tHEy‘had not

riceiVed»assiStancefin the past; while seven -per cent re-

%

- | o ported tnat they Had. ) o
| ; a As indiceted in the description of the edoptiny
o : families, they are ® poor people but their. low income status
i i was not reported to indicate care of the’children was burden— o F
. ‘° sene. Seventp-fonr ver cent/feit.they did not have enough money
X\\J/ & but 76 per . cent said'thep had enough food and 63 per qent enough

clothing, ‘Sixt?-two per cent of the parent surrogates were '

. : " recelving some type of public essistance. .Thirty-five per cent

*

were receivino aid for depenuent children and 26 per cent

were receiving: social security and 35 per cent vere receiving

. 7. »
- i ‘ v . . .
o L food stamps. ' . - , : R
. B ‘, ‘ q' Y ,‘;: of : . .
. ¥ ugaLTa OF CHILDREN .
i ‘ " - A large majority (88 per cent) of the respondents
o _‘reported that their child was in good or pretty good health.

Only 3 per cent’ reported that he was in poor health.

6 healtn Problems ~ Yes "QL_ IR Total
a . Tungry at mealtime . 78 20 2 100
Catch cold easily 24 - 75 o ' 99
' Bites fingermails - 15 84 - 1 - 100
* 5 Eygs hurt - 21L. 78 1 100
, ) . _ Has sneezing spells 12 87 1 100
Ce o Sucks thumb 92 6 2 - 100
G ' Unusually restless 10 88 2 100
‘lLieadaches v 29 69 2 . 100
T Tired in the morhing 2 95 2 99
. , : tiets bed 9 89 2 100
. Feels sicksin stomach 12 . 86 2 100

Bad dreams/nightmares’ n 86 - 2% 99




.. i B . - .
.reported that he had been seen within the last year.

~

o

.
41,

. , .
Hest cirildren are free of any adverse symptoms; the -

most frequently reported problemz are having headaches and

catching cold easily.

_ %

tThen Last Saw _a Doctor Number !
"Up to 6 months ago ~ , [ 60 S 19
7 - 12 months azo ) 76 ) .25
, 1 = 2 years ago’ 80 26
\ 3 - +,years ago 20 6
llever S \ 12 e « 4
Hot since I had him . © 20 ' ' 6
IR ' . 39 13
e ” TOTAL . 307 99

@ .y

A majority reported that the child had seen . a doctor

within the last 2 years (70

Reason for Visit

Physical exam
Cold

Broken bone
Asthma

tlorms

Dentist
WR/A

§ !

]

8

per cent). Thirty-four per cemt

fumber -
i 55 18
66 21
: 8 -3
s . 4 X 1
5 ' 2
35 11
134 ' 44
TOTAL 307 . 100

The most frequent reagons for visiting a doctor ‘were

cold or a physical exam,

) Q
These two reasons accounted for a

r

majority of the reported reasons. _h\

-

Cost of. Visit
(dollars)
19 ‘and under
20 - 49
50 - 79

BO - -

”

Reported costs of visits were as follows:

Percent

_Numberﬁ”
g’ + 103.. 77

16 12

5 4

10 ' 7

TOTAL 134 100

o Y
1 - ~ £

Percent
S ————————

Percent
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In 45 per cent C'f -the cases, t;he bill was not pai\d by
. ¢ - >

the family, Thig/iﬁéiuded payment by medicaid, insurance, other
e : . o

~ federal p;o"g'fams,, or free care, “fhen the family did pay, they

-

mgs’t/f/requentfly ‘paid under $2Q,

" Does Child Heed to Go to a Doctor and 'Thy

T : : Eig’nty—three per cent of the respondents gaid they
felt the child did not need £d go to the doctor; while 15 per
cent felt he did. The most frequently given reason was the need
for a check~up (24 cases). YL -
Why Haven" t Taken
The most frequently given reason for not taking the
- ° L . '
child to a doctor is not having the monmey (27 cases).
Availability of Health Clinic T
- -0 - hd .
‘ ) . :
, . _ A ‘Egority of respondents said that there was a\
’ health clinic they could take the cliild to (73 per cent). =
Distance to Health Clinic , Number . | ';Tg_gﬂrcent‘ )
- ‘ Solip to 5 miles - o 45 - 15
e 6 ~ 10 59 . B ¥ /
S ’ 11 =15 - . 57 ' 18
- 16 - 20 S 36 » 12
\’ 21 - + : e ‘g - 38 12 -
: - R/TA 79 = 26
RS ) - TOTAL 307 ‘ K 100 -
: A'majority of the r_eswpdndents reporéed that they had to
travel up to 15 miles to a heQith clinic, ' N -
’ Handicdpped ) o ’
: ‘ 7 - |
Only 3 per cent .reported that a child wa8 handicapped,
- . .- P £ :
. i
+ and most of these reported that they wer\not receiving assistance

/‘ . for the child, ) N

C00044 .




dercent
Y A0 L)

30
31

12
19
100

Percent

30
14
15
12
8
100

Percent

43
9
4

15

29

4 /"
—43-
Reason Lasy or “ifficult to "aise ltmber
Obedient - 93
Don't give much trouble
Generally better than other
children R ‘
Sueetness '
Tépther
HR/HA
TOTAL
General Temperanment — Number
Quiet 94
Outgoing 107 -
’ Both 45
' Other 36
R : - 25
. - s TOTAL 307
A simil4a¥ per cent of children were descriled as out-
going and quiet, ("
. ijannerisw Number
¥ . -
Like mother 133
. - JLike father 21
* Like both 12
Other 50
MR 90
N 307

“gyé/ TOTAL
In mosd cases, the children were said to resemble thes"

mother in general mannerisms.

Personal Behavior

Affectionate
Help around house
Smart -
Nther
S 4
R . TOTAL

Number

166
100
9

2
24
307

. 100

o

Percent

5S4
32
.3 7
3
3

100
x

N

A majority of the childrea were reported to be affec-

tionate (54 per.cent).

N 00045
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v Feeling Toward Other Children Humber Percent
, * Ylarm and/or loving 126 41
.Other | L 8 3
MR /A o * 173 -1 »
\\‘ l , TOTAL 307 - * 100 -
. : ) _ .
, Peelings of Other Childrén . Number Percent
Yarm and/or loving 107 35
Yot jealous 24 : '8
- Can't tcll yet : 5 , 2
HR/IIA 171 , a3 . g
- TOTAL 307 - T100

In 2 majority of cases the other children are reported

to feel warm and/or loving toward the child taken in.

I

LEGAL ADOPTIOHN
The parent surrogates interviewed reported~ﬁhat they
had never seriously considered legal adoption of the children

they had taken to rear. -Apparently, they.did not understand
the procedure that resulted in legal adoption. The replies

to ques;ions-about legal'ad0ption‘ind5cated a failure to under-

stand the concept. o -
e N

Attempts at Knouledpe of Lepal Adoption

Winety-three per cent of the respondents seid that
they' never tried tofadOpt the child legally..'Only five per
cent said that they’tried. ‘

Do..You ilant to Adont him Legally

Angtier , . Number . Percent
: Yes - 262 e
o, o ° 37 12
) MR . 8 3
TOTAL 307 : r 100

L | ;
vgﬁg ‘ - CG046
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A majority of the parent surrogates did not want to
- '
adopt the child legally.

LI 3

‘Thy Haven't Done It

I’

The most frequently given responses is that the parents

wouldn't sign the papers, folloved in frequency by the response

e

that they didn'F have money and that they just haven't gotten

around to it. 4

Know of Acvone “Tho Has Gone to Court to Adopt Child Legally:

- " Answer . ‘ Nurber Percent
. Yes - 25 5
No ' - 275 20
NR 7 2 .
TOTAL : 307 100

\“’/-é\?i§ﬁ;ity of parents said that they would not now try .

to adopt a child through an® agency. ’

If Yes, “hy v

0f the felj people who said fhey wﬁuld, the mgst
frequently given reason was that "if I could," followed by "if
they let me pick the child out", "would be company and héip",
and "if someone that I know would ask me, I would".

v If Mo, 'Thy Mot

Ansver . Humber Percent
I don't need to adopt no children 91 30
Too old or unhealthy - 43 14
Endugh’.children now . - 15 5
. . Don't have nedded money - 15 5
Parents wouldn't allov it 15 - 5
Inap. : ' _ 31 « 10
HR | 97 31
‘ TOTAL 307 100

.. 00047
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Respondents'most often said that they jﬁst didn't need -

any more children. Some also said that they were getting

too'old to look after childreﬁ.

Most frequently, %espondents said that they didn't

want to or veren't interested in.gettine a child that way.

‘Hould You iow.Try to Adopt. 2 Child Throush an Agency
1 - : ’

Anguer Humber
. Yes 20
No 191
NR - 96
TOTAL - 307

(=

100

Paercent

6
63
31
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CONCLUSIONS
£

Our investigation of informal adoption in the two

selected rural counties in Alebama geems to clarify some of

the circumstances of child rearing by pergons other than their

sented below.

. natural parents. Vhat appears to be salicnt facts are pre=-

Parent—Surfogates - 4

1.

2,

3.

Kinship ties are of primary signifance. More
than 90 per cent of the parent-surrogates were
relatives of the child. This indicates a pre-
vailing sense of family responsibility for
children, -

Opinion was expressed that young women felt
free to have children because of the feeling
that someone in the extended family would
care for the child 1if they did not.

Approximately one-half (47 per cent) of the
children were in hores where there was d single
female parent. : ?

Four~fifths (79 per cent) of the parent~-
surrogates were fifty years old or older.

Two-thirds (66 per cent) of the parent-surro-
gated had no children of their own in the
household.

Fifty-nine per cent of the families had five
or fever members and forty-one per cent

were in families of six or more merbers.

Only 38 per cent of the families had monthly

" incomes of more than $250,00, S
%

One-half of the families had 6 years or less
schooling., Only 6 per cent had 12 years or
more schooling,:

The model parent-surrogate was/éﬁgélder, low~

income woman related to the child with little education and,

.

00049
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in tetms of income, at the poverty level,

Relationship with Natural Parentg

1.

2.

3.

6.

Reasons given for taking the child to rear were™
predominantly a matter of family responsibility
and parental convenience. .
One-half of the parent—-surrogates expressed
the belief that there wag no alternative to
their taking the child to rear. Thirty per
cent gaild that if they had not agreed to take
the c¢aild, it would have remained uwita the
mother or would have been taken care of by
gomeone else in the family.

Practically all of the parent-gurrogates felt
that the child vas permanently a member of
the houschold.

Seventy per cent of the children were a year
old or less vhen taken to rear. Sixty-three
per cent of the mothers of the children vere
under age 25, vhen they gave up the child.

Ninety-eight per cent of the children knew

that the parent-gurrogate was not their

natural parent, This fact did not seem to
cause concern on the part of the child and all”
reportc were that the child's relationships
with other children, were amicable where there
vere other children in the household.

Relationships of the natural mothers with the
child and parent-gurrogate were maintained.
Seventy-five per cent of the parent-surrogates
reported having amicable relatfionships with the
natural mother. This may be compared with
relationships being maintained betweer the
parent=-gsurrogate and child with the natural
father. TFifty per cent of the parent-
surrogates reported they got along poorly

with the natural father.

Only 2 per cent of the natural parents had
sought to recover the child from parent-
surrogate.

Ja
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- 8., In over half of the cases (56 per cent) neither

»

of the natural parentg provides any support
for the child and when assistance 1is given,
it 1ic more than likely to come from the mother,

Circumstances=of the Child

P 1.

Sixty~threa per cent of the parent-surrogates
reported that they got no agsisctance in
carc of the child,

Three-fourths of the parent-surrogates reported.
that they had inadequate money and food to
rear the child. ,

Only three per cent reported children as not
being in good health., Forty-four per cent

of the childrer had seen a doctor in the past
twelve months., Tighty-three per cent of
parent-gurrogates felt the children did not
need to see a doctor. )

 Parent's satisfaction with their childrenwas

expressed in the conclusions that in less than
2 per, cent of the cases was the c‘#ld difficult

. to rear and that in forty-ome per cent of these

cases children were reported as not giving the
parent-surrogate much trouble.

~

Apparent satisfaction with the informal adoption

arrangement was expressed. Oniy six per cent said they would

seek to adopt a child through an agency. WNinety per cent said

they didl not knou anyone who had sought to legally adopt children.

Legal adoption seems simply not to be in the culture of these

rural people.

From the DuBois study of Farmville, Virginia in the

1390s to the present, this form of child care has been reported.

Questions about the practice have been raised all the time.

Would not legal adoption be better? 'ould they not fare better

in Birmingham or Chicago or in any ¢ity wvhere thelr parents may

-
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