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-Ir’nmed‘iatc Versus Delayed Reward in Newspaper Readi_hg

' - VeEkko PrETiLA
University of Tampere

Schramm’s Theory of Newsreading : Basic Concepts

The concepts of immediate versus dclaycd reward in the thcory of newsreading was
originally introduced by Wilbur Schramm in 1949,1 and has been since then mostly used
by Schramm and his colleagues.?2 Schramm’s basic assumption is that newsrcading must
be in oneway or another rewarding. In line with Freud’s Eoncepts of the pleasure principle
and reality principle 3 Schramm argues that certain news items offer the reward immediately
(pleasure principle, the reading offers imimediate pleasurg) while others offcr the reward
_delayedly (reality principle, the reward is gained som¥times later). The naturc of the news . |
offcrmg immediate vs. delayed reward is deseribed by Schramm as follows:

In the general, the kmds of news which may be cxpcctcd to furnish immediate reward are news
of crime and corruption, accidents and disasters, sports and recreation, social events and human
interest. Delayed reward niay be expected from news of public economic nratters, social problems,
science, education and health\,

When a reader sclects delaye jerks himself into the world of surrounding reality
to which he can adapt himself on ard ‘work. When he sclects news of other kinds, he retreats
usually from the world of threatening reality toward the dream world.

The immediate reward, may be cither a reduction of tension or discomfort (¢.g. curiosity, worry)
or an increase of satisfaction (c g. from a vicarious enjoyment of the achievements of a winning
teamy). ?

The delayed reward choice, on the other hand, is made not because it is pleasant; but because
it is realistic. It is not pleasant to be afraid or to :muclpatc danger; but it is necessary if one is to avert
harm and avoid danger.4 T3

Later Schramm has postulatcd two types of receivers, the rca]ity—oricntcd and the fantasy-
oriented, with ccontent or media ‘choices consistent with their orientation type.5 The present
study, howcvcr will focus on the concepts of immediate vs. delayed reward.

In Freud’s thcory the pleasure principle and the reality principle are not controversial.

" .Freud’s conception of the rgality'principle as a safeguard of the pleasure principle is important

from the point of view of Schramm'’s theory. The delayed reward content in Schramm's
thcory actually means a safeguard for individuals, because it is assumed to diminish un-
certainty and to prepare people for thrcatemng dangers or for other (not necessarily
dangerous) events. From this point of view the delayed reward content seems to share a
common basis with the concept of surveillance funcgion proposed by some theorists ® as
one of the functions of mass media in society.

It is important to note that a news item classified by Schramm as delayed reward content
may or may not have rewarding valuc. The future decides whether or not you will have
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any profit from it. It could be tempting to consider the read

news as more instrumental than that of “light’” immediatg/reward fews. But could this be.
+ justifiable? For example, it has been suggested that peoplz/“fcc] st and anxjous witheuta .

newspaper because, otherwise, they would not know-what 15/going on in the world and,

fearing the worst, they are reassured to read each day that everythihg is well’’?. Thus, from

the reading of delaycd reward ncws onc can gain reward jiimieaiately, if onc fs motivated

by such'nceds for sccurity. Kimball noted in his study, of rhat missing the newspaper means
——————— that thencedto be-mformed-scens Targely-to -beanres mdeg—Pcop not-always-use————]
the informative (delayed reward) content rationally, i£. as a means for constructing a relevant
cognitive map for the oricntation in their acnon ather, they need only to feel that every-
thing will’be all right. In. t]nt case the mass medjff occupy roles not unlike expressive leader-
ship.? - (.

So far we do not know the truc,motivafions of individuals reading delayed reward (or
immediate reward) news, we do not kngfv the nature of these news for these people. At
least we move on a treacherous ice. Sgephenson for example in his criticism of Schramm's
theory has regarded the concept.of delayed reward as very questionable.® He argues that
if pcopleare not sclf-involved indic news items then there is no difference between the
various news: all arc iminediagdy gratifying. because the reading itself is the important
thihg. Schramm also admits thét delayed reward news can be to certain people immediately -,
J rewarding and cohtrariwise, \

There is very little digct’ empirical evidence supporting Schramm's theory because of
the scarcity of mofivatighfal (and especially longitudinal) studics in the field of mass conumuni-
cations. Schrarm higelf explains many of his results on the basis of his theory, but as so
many times 1{: the/behavioral sciences the results can be explained otherwise, too. The
theory, however, fnerits empirical verification a]though hcrc we can test it only indirectly,

reaching no“ulgfate conclusions. L. v )
o .

The Aimsff This Study . 4 ¢

Th conceptual difficultics inherent in Schramm's theory were noted nbovc Thus the
first gbjective of the present study was to explore swhether or not the concepts of immediate
ang/dclayed reward have any relevance to the content of an ordinary newspaper. To what
cptent do these concepts constitute the same frame of reference among scientists working

« /bt sociological or mass communications studics? If there is no sufficient agreement bctwccn

"/ different mvcsngntors about these concepts, they cannot be very rélevant. :
Eleven investigators, all working with sociological or mass com.murucntmns studics at
the University of Tampere, were asked to classify 20 different content categories of an
ordinary newspaper (scc Table 3) on the basis of these concepts. If the classifications of the
different judges arc sufficiently similar, we can conclude that at lcast the investigators have
the same frame of reference concerning these concepts. But is their conception also empirically
rclevant? If some contgnt items classificd by our expert judges as delayed reward news are
in fact rcad by people strjving to gain immediate gratifications in their newspaper usc, there
is thenAispgreement between investigators and the empirical reality. The external criteria,
by ydich we here will attack this problem, measure the people’s overt reasons for using a
dadly newspaper. The data, on which this study is based, were collected by mailed ques-
_ fronnaires in connection with a rcadcrshlp study of a local newspaper, Kymen Sanomat

" (KYS), published in Hamina, a town in the south-castern coast of Finland. (A different sct
" of data, collected by interviews for another rc1dcrs]up study also of a local newspapcr,

/’ « Kainnn Sanomat (KAS), published in” Kajaani in north-castern Finland, w1]] be used as the
/ control mntcrm]‘)
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""" In measuring the pcoplc s overt reasons in the use of mass media we used the direct

fuestion method used also by McLeod, Ward and Tancill.® The respondents

gad simply to

; ‘indicate, how adequately the presented reasons described theit=use of Kymen Sanomat. The

L

«

i
rcsults werc then factorized and three qu1tc clear tactors were obtatned. Un the hrst ot these |

" high: loadings were obtained for vicarious reasons (such as “to bring some cxcxtemcnt into

—“‘“"‘*mv‘hfe—“ﬁt‘)ﬁdﬁdmmrd—fcﬁn g

* 1the background of vatious events’ ctc) The data were scaled on the basis of these facto ]

|- W&&eﬁm&h&eﬂmwmpmn‘eehm—)‘ “The first of theseheales is called thescalt-of Wicarion,

reasons (VR) and the second the scale of informative rcasons (IR). The rcspondcnts also rate
on a seven-point scale, how much they read about the 20 content Catcgoncs thentidne
above. (In the study of Kainuun Sanomat 17 of these 20, categorics were present.,)

The general expectation was that if the conceptions cf)f judges are in agreement with the
empirical world, the scale of informative reasons shguld have higher correlations with
reading of content classified as delayed reward news by the judges, and lower with the
reading of content classified as immediate rewatd news. The reverse can be expected to
hold regarding the correlations of the scale of wcarlo’ps reasons with these categories.

o The reading of delayed reward néws was cautiously labeled above as a more instrumental
acuvxty than the reading of immediate reward newg. In his theory of instcumental fand
expressive activities Himmelstrand suggests, that mstrumcnhl activitics tend to haye a
cumulative structure while expressive activities &nll haVve a differential structure.13 This nicans
that the dependencies between a set of instrumental activitics arc positive and high, while
thpse between a set of expressive activitics are low. The dcpcndcncxcs between these theans
and end activitics should also be low. Such relation hips between these activities havie also
been empricially observed.’? Accordingly we can assume that the correlations bgtween
those content items classified by the judges as dcl:,'ilycd reward news are higher than the
correlations between those items classificd as inmediate reward news.

’

{
o
I

Ranking of the Content Categories: Procedure and Analysis

The judges were all experts on theories and concepts of sociology and mass communica-
tions. Consequently no accurate instructions wete: given to them. The judges were given
no concrete cucs as to what would be the criteria of the concepts of immediate v, delayed
reward or of instrumentality vs. expressivity. They had to rely completely on fheir own
conccptions about these concepts. In short, they were simply asked to arrange the content
categories (see Table 3) according to these concepts so that at the top is r.hc mgst delayed
and at the bottom the most immediate reward item.

Only onec of the 11 ]udgcs deviated radically from the others. This may h:mc been duc
to the loose instructions given. The rank-order corrclations between the rethaining ten
judges' were all positive. Of the 45 coefficients 30, or 67 percent, were statistically significant
at least on the 5 percent level. The median correlation was .583 (p¢.01). Despite of the
onc deviant judge we concluded that the agreement between the judges was sufficiently
high to justify the further study.

In order to analyze the judges' conceptions about the concépts of 1mn\cd1atc vs. delayed
reward more thoroughly, the correlation matrix of the ten judges wis rcduch to principal .
factors.1® Three factors were sufficient to reduce the residuals practically to zero (the fourth
factor cxpl:um_d less than 2 percent of the total varl:mcc) The matrix was rotated both by
orthogonal varimax rotation and by oblique cosine rotation. The latter proc:.durc yiclded
a clearer solution. The principal axes matrix and the cosine solutlon matrix are presented
in Table 1.

[
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Table 1. Ranking of the Content Categories : the Principal Axes and the Cosine Solution Matricgs. (Base : .
Rank-Order Correlations). T
S—— . T Principdlaxes - 7 Cosine sottion |
Judges- -~ I SR | & m h? I 1 111
SR~ 883 . 365 024 014 385 . 324034 _
= ¥E e 88 367 24 T 863 TTTTTR29TTTT, 00 T T g0 T T T
TK . 900 144 —.085 838 586 - 443 .133
RV 791 . 128 .504 .896 .830° —.168 392
RB .856 —.085 —.068 745 .389 472 323
KK 769 077 350 720 334 .664 021
EJ 813 —.191 153 721 27,399 . .268 .506
PT .682 —.078 —.611 843 .000 918 .000
UA 466 —.855 —.226 .697 —.374 599 .608
Kp - - .837° —.68% .432 942 .000 .000 971
“ * Eigen )
values 5.785 1.313 1.082 8.180 factor correlations
I 1l Rill
. From total o
‘variance 57.9 9 13.19% 10.8 ¢, 8189, I 1.000 411 .252
‘ I 1.000 174
From common ’ . ) 1 1.000
variance 70.7 16.1 13.2 100.0

On the first factor the three highest loading judges (SR, YL and RV) were all professors,
and in the sccond rescarchers or assistants. On the third factor the highest loading judge was
a student who has taken part in some small-scale studics. The factors, as intcresting in them-
sclves as they may be, do not however, say anything about the different conceptions of
immediate vs. delayed reward concepts. ' : o

In order to describe these we chose the core vectors (core vector judges) to represent
the factors. Table 2 shows their original rankings. On the basis of these the order of the
judges per cvery. content category-were composed. For example, in case of the ffational
news’’ category KP has ranked it highest and YT higher than PT. $o this is the order of the
judges on this item. These orders of judges per cvery item arc also presented in Table 2.
On the basis of these the different conceptions about the concepts in question can be now
described. RN T ..

According to the orders of judges at least five clear content category clusters can be
distinguished, where the categories have not only similar judge-order patterns but also
conceptual similarity. The first of thesc is the ordinary news material, including the following
items: national and forcign news, and regional and local events. The sccond of these is the
cluster of expressive news material, with news of crime and accident, sports.news and personal
notices (birthday news, obituaries, etc.). The third cluster is information for specific groups .
(organizational, shipping and military affairs, and agricultural matters); the fourth is the
material of practical utility (advertiscments and other announcements); and fifth is the
interpretive: and opinion building content (cditorials, articles and commentarics on various
events). Other items do not form clusters cither because the judge-order patterns arc different
or because they lack conceptual similarity.

On the basis of these clusters the factors can bédescribed:
Factor I. In this factor the interpretive and opinion building content describes best
the concept of delayed reward. The ordinary news material has also quite high emphasis.

o ) ‘
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‘Table 2. Ranking the Content Categories : the Original Rankings 'q[ the Core Vector Judges and the Order
. . of Judges per Every Category :

L4 . ¢ . LY
TR T e T T T T Original rankings Orders of judges ]
. -1 11 © I, I I i
- Content categorics i (YLy (1) KP) (YL) (PT)  (KP) -
" 'National néws R (Y R U 3 I
‘ Foreign ncws , .5 - 10 .2 2 3 1
Reegional events 7 12 3 2. 3 1
Local events 8 13 4 2 ;) 1
News of crime and accidents . 16 16 8 2.5 .25 1
Sports news : 19 17 7 3 2 !
Personal notjces, birthdays . 20 15 5 3 -2
‘n - ’ A
« 1 Organizational affairs 9 6 14 2 1 3
Shipping affairs : 12 7" 16 2 1 3
Agricultural matters 11 8 15 2 1 3
'Mxlitary affairs ! 10 9 17 2) 1 3
Advertisements - X 15 1 9 3 1 2
Other announcements ¢ 17 2 10 3 1 .2
. & [
Articles on the editorial page 2 4 12 1 2 3
Editorials ‘ 4 5 1 1 2 3
Interpretive writinfgs % 3 3 6 1.5 1.5 3
Congregational aftairy, 14 14 18 1.5 1.5 3
Column for adolescents 13 19 19 1 2.5 2.5
Comics 18 20 20 . 1 2.5 2.5
* 1 3 2

Culture and the arts 1 18 13

» . v
On the ather hand, thq expressive news material describes best the concept of immediate
reward. Content having practical utility belongs in the first factor also to immediatcly
gratifying cantent. This factor scems to be in closest agreement with Schramm’s con-
ception.'® .

Factor Il,;In this factor the relative emphasis is on content having practical utility
cither in general or in specific sense. The interpretive and opinion building content has
also ‘delayed reward nature (although the relatively low rank of the item “culture and
the artg) " is an exception). Purc news material, especially expressive news, describes the
congepf of immediate reward. Apparently the practical uscfulness has been the decisive
criterion of the concept of delayed reward in_this factor.

Factor II1. In this factor purc néws, both ordinary and expressive, has been preferred
as the'criterion of the concept of delayed reward to the interpretive and opinion build-
.ing content. Content having practical utility in general ranks higher than that having
utility in some specifit sensc. ‘ ;

In all of the factors such catcgorics as “congregational affairs”, *“column for adoles-
“cents’” and “*comics’’ have relatively low ranks, belonging thus to immediate reward
category, “Culturc and the arts’, which in the Schrammian scnse belongs to the dclayed
rcwarﬂ category, has gained a high rank on the first factor, but low on the others.

There aré thus different viewpoints as to what kind: of content is focat regarding the
concept of delayed reward, although the judges in general are in quite close agrecment.

203 °
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Some scc the interpretive and opinion building content as most delayedly rewarding, while
others stress the importance of practicallyuseful content, Further, some scem to stress pure
uews, also. cxpressive news, as the focus of this concept. '

e pare eanlis Skl PR - 3

The Conceptions of Judges Compared with External Criteria

As noted above, the judges were quite unanimous in their conceptions of the concepts

ayed reward. It is- another-question-whether their-eonceptions-are-in————
agreement with some external criteria. As mentioned above, the external criteria to be
used here are two scales measuring informative vs. vicarious reasons in the use of the news-
paper. We assumed that the scale measuring informative reasons would have higher correla-
tions to the content classified as delayed reward news by the judges and lower to the

. immediate reward content, while the correlations of the scale measuring vicarious reasons

to the congent items should reveal the reverse pattern. Table 3 shows the correlations of
these scales to teading about the content items. The contmu have beefi ranked on the
basis of thése correlations. From these correlations we have consteycted #Combined rireasure
(IG-VG), on ‘the basis of which the content categorics have been rarfked, too. -
Our previous hypothesis gains support if the rank-order correldtion between the correla-
tions of the IR-scale and the combined ranking across all judges is positive, Similarly, the
rank-order corrclation between the correlations of the VR-scale and the combined ranking
across all judges should be negative. We thus computed the rank-order correlations between
these variables. We also correlated the ranking across all judges to the ranking made on
the basts of the combined IR-VR-measure. Finally we correlated the rankings of the core
vector judges scpargtcly to the ctiterion scales, Thczc correlations are presented in Table 4.

~

Table 3 Product-Moment Correlations of the Scales with the Content Categories and the Differenges
Between the IR-VR-Correlations. ( Data from the study of Kymen Sanomat: N=2986).*

Al

S
Content categorics ** IR VR IR-VR
1 Interpretative writings 258 (7) .055 (16) 203 (5)
2 Foreign ncws - 843 (9) 143 (5) .200 (8)
3 National ncws 361 (2) . .185 (3) 179 (8)
4 Editorials ~ 382 (1 154 (4) .228 (3
5 Articles on the cditorial page .328 é-l; .086 213 242 (1
6 Advertiscments .156 (15) .020 17; 136 (12
7 Regional events .181 EH) .000 (19) 81 (7
8 Local cvents- .148 (16) . .057 2I5) . ..091 (18
9 Agnicultural matters .182 (17) 214 52 —;082 (20) . .
10 Organizational affairs - .233 (11) w125 (7 .108 (15)
11 Shipping affairs A1 (19 —.021 (20 €.132 (13)
12 Other announcements 284 (8 .076 (14) *~ .208 (4)
13 Culture and the arts . .238 (10 .009 (18 229 (2)
14" Military affairs 253 (0 095 (11) "158 (9)
15 Birthdays, ctc. .232 (12) 110, 59) 122 (14
18 News of crime and accidents .230 g,la) 254 (1) —.024 (19
17 Sports news .128 (18) .088 512) .040 (1
18 Congregational affairs .254 (8) .104 (10) .150 n;
19 Column for adolescents .290 (5) © 138 56) .151 10;
20 Contics , .10 (20) 120 (8) —.010 }18

* Ranking of the content catcgories on the basis of the correlations and their differences in
paranthescs. .
.** Content categorics arranged according to the combined ranking across all judges. ~
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Table 4. Rank-Order Correlations Between Judges' Rankings and Ranking Made on the Basis of the Correla-
tions of the Criterion Scales to the Content Categories |

Judges® rankings IR VR IR-VR

) Combined ranking across all judges

432 —.092 . .490-
T Facror (ranking made by LY - - 825 o8t o 88w o
11 Factor (ranking made by PT) .283 —.247 419 '
HI Factor (ranking made by KP) .195 —.040 .161
© p¢o5 '
- p<.01

.

The correlations seem to support our hypothesis. The scale of irformative reasons has
higher corrclations with itéms classified as dclayed reward news by the judges, and lower
with items classificd as immediate reward news. The corrclation (.432) is only slightly below
the significance limit (a corrclation of (.444 is significant at the level of 5 9). On the other
hand, the assumed negative relationship between the judges’ rankings and the corrclations

* of the VR~scale did not hold true. The scale’ of vicarious reasons indeed has some high
corrclations to the content classified as immediate reward news, but also to some content
items classificd as dclayed reward news. The combined measure {{G-VG) yiclded the most
’supporting result regarding our hypothesis. | ¢ \‘\

The correlations between core vector judges and criterion scales indicate that YL (the
tore vector judge of the first factor) has the highest correlations to the IR-criterion scale
and to the combincd measure IR-VR. Both correlations arc significant at least at the 5 per-
cent level. Thus, compared with.other conceptions, Schramm's hypothesis about nature of
immcdiate vs. delayed reward news has gained most empirical support.

A}

t

Immediate vs. Delayed Reward and Himmelstrand's Hypothesis

As mentiponed above, Himmelstrand has suggested that instrumental activities tend to |
have a cumulanive structure, while expressive oncs will have a differential structure, or at
lcast a more differential onc than the instrumental activitics. According to this hypothesis
we assumcd that the corrclations between the content classified as delayed reward news are
highgr than those between the content classificd as immediate reward news. .

It can thus be arguced, that a sct of instrumental activitics can be ordered on a continuum
ranging from the most to the lcadt instrumental activity, and conscquently the correlations -
of the most instrumental activity to others should be higher than thosc of the lcast instru-
mental, Thatis, the mean corrclations of the activities to others should diminish as we move
from the most to the least instrumental. Accordingly, we can expect that in line with Him-
melstrand’s hypothesis, the mean corrclations of the content categorics to qthcrs will diminish
as we move from those categordes ranked highest by our. judges to those ranked lowest.

The product-moment corrclations between the content items of both scts of data were
computed. The cocfficients were then trapsformed into z-values and the mean z-values
per every item were computed. These are shown in Table 5. ’

The rank-order corrclation between the mean z-valuces in the data of Kymen Sanomat
and Kaimumn Sanomat (bascd oh those content items present in both studics) was 382, which
is not significant (p¢.20). ‘ ' .
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Table 5. Mean ‘2;-anucs of the Content Catcgories to Others in Both Sets of Data.*

- .

3 v

oriae we’ S KYS~ KAS*e++
Com'cmi c:llcgon.c‘s ° ) (N =296) (N—170)
1 Interpretive writings 244 (6)
2 Foreign news : 261 (3) 178 (8
T INatiogabnows oo Do oL TLTIIITanTIIITT T 08 ; TS T 0 (T T
4 Editorials ".247 (5) o
5 Articles on the editorial page 274 (2) . .096 (15)*
6 Advertiscments B .208 (11 .200 (6
7 Regional evgnts 248 (4 .218 \52
8 Local events : 199 (14 123 (13)
9 -Agricultural matters ° ' .103 tl9 223 (3)
10 Organizational affairs . 223 (8 222 (4)
11 Shipping affairs ot S 154 (17)
12 Other announcements ) 228 (7) .200. (7)
13 Culture and the arts 477 (IGE .166 (9
14 Military affairs 211 (9 229 (2
15 Birthdays, ctc. i 8 207 (12) . .054 (17) .
18 News of crime and accidént . W cleeeds) .139 (12 C.
17 Sports news ) : o, .144 (18) 143 {Il )
18 Congregational affairs | ' .i88 %15 v 107,14
19 Column for adolescents . } ‘209 10 151 (10 _
.059 (16 '

20, Comics , .095 ¢20
* Ranking of content categorics on the basis of z-values in parantheses.

** Content categorices arranged accordidg to the combined ranking across all judges. : .
*** Kajaani residents ‘only. . :
/

Table 8. Rank-Order Correlations Between Mean z-Values (in Table’5) and the Correlations of Criterion
Scalessto the Content Items (Table 3). Rank-Order Correlations of the Judges® Rénkings (Combined Ranking
Across all Judges and Rankings of Core Vector Judges) to the Mean z-Values. -

N

T

T v

iteri : KYS : KAS . .

Criterion scales ‘ (20 ranks) * (14 ranks)

Scale of informative rcasons (IR) 797 - .198

Scale of vicarious rcasons (VR) . .081 .091

Combined measure (IR-VR) .692 - : - .129

i
Judges rankings .
. ™
Combined ranking across all judges .686 * , .463
I Factor (ranking made by YL, .546 - .368

Il Factor (ranking made by .487 .502 -

Il Factor (ranking made by KP) . .487 - .145

-+ pg.06
* pC.0l

First the correspondence of these **cumulation orders) to the orders gained by the criterion
Scdles was checked. The rank-order correlations between these variablés are presented in
Table 6. In the Kymen Sanomat data (KYS) the correlations between the criterion scales
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(lR and IR-VR) and mcan z-values are positive and highly sxgmﬁcant Thus the content
items with higher correlations with the scale of informative reasons show a more cumulative.
pattern than thosc items with lower correlations with this scale. This result supports Him-

melstrand’s hypothcsxs The corresponding corrclations between the same criterion scales .

And mcan z-values in the Kaimunun Sanomat data are also in the,expected ditection, although

thcy arc far from sxgnmcant

The rank-order corrclations between judge rankings ahd thesc ‘mean z—valucs arc also

[ =" presented in Table-6: Fhey also support Himmelstrand™s hypothests. Tnrthe Kymen Sanonmar

data the mean z-values correlate highly significantly with the combined ranking arcoss
all judges, Also the correlations between the mean z-values and rankings of core vector
judges arc all significant at the 5 percent level. The direction is similar in the Kainun Sa-
nomdt data, too, though there only onc of the corrclations reaches the level of statistical
significance. N

This result can be, however, a spurious one. It can,.sxmp]y depend on the possnblc presence
of more delayed than immediate reward items in our content categorics. In order to study
this we sclected the five categories ranked highest by our judges to represent the delayed
reward news and the five items ranked lowest to represent the immediate reward news. The
mean (intra) z-values of items classified as most delayedly rewarding and of items classificd
as most immediately rewarding are presented in.Tab]c/7.

Table 7. The Mean (intra) z-V’ alm's of Most Delayed Reward Nru; and Most Immediate Reward News

Items. |
Mcan z-values of KYS . ' KAS
the five most delayed reward news items . 472 ~ 265
the five most immediate reward news items } .157 .109

. . . 1] . . -—
These mean z-values give further support to Himmelstrand's hypothesis. The

intracorrelations between delayed reward categorics are in both data higher than those
between immediate reward items. We could thus conclude that reading about delayed
reward news 1s a more instrumental activity than reading about immediate reward news.
Of course, there is still the possibility, e.g. ghat if an individual reading about delayed reward
news is motivated by the needs for security, he may read every single item from his daily
newspaper, and thus g1ins immediate reward from his reading, if everything appears to
be all right in the world. L another, yet ynpublished, study we have found that the cumula-
tive reading pattern of both delayed and immediate reward items is more obvious among
more than less alicnated people. Alienated pcoplc probably are, in their reading of a newspa-
per, more motivated by the ngcds of security than non-alicnated people. Perhaps all kinds
(or no kind) of information 15" important to them, while the non-alicnated can be more
sclective.

The results presented here support Himmelstrand's hypothesis, but further.studics into
the motivational basis of the usc of mass medja are needed before we can be sure about thc

‘ mstrumcnnl nature of the reading of delayed reward news. ¢
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