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. + Information is preserted in this paper regarding

suprasegmental features of Black EBnglish “hay may cause reading
interference for some Black children. Much of the research concerning
reading problems of many 2fro-Rmerican students stresses the )
segmental differences of the phonology} the morphology, the syntax,
and lexical selection be*ween two dialects of American English -
referred to as Black ®nglish and Standard ®nglish. FHot enough
attention has been given %o suprasegmental feia*ures of Black Bnglish
such as intonation {pitch, stress, and juncture), prosody, and
loud-speaking. Black English is a speech *hat has common African core
elemg@ts fused with EBnglish. The process of the fusion begins with
Ameriden languages *hrough a pidginization stage, through a
creolization stage (the language called Gullah), to a decreolization
stage, o the output-Black Bnglish. One can assunme that some African
language features have been retained and research studies are cited
showing that suprasegmental features, especially pi*ch, are important
to the unders*anding of Black English. Pitch has semantical as well
as phonemic significance; certain intonational patterns in Black
Pnglish may be misunders:tood by white *eachers who are checking
comprehension through oral reading. {MKM)
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In this paper, the speaker will present information fegard‘-

ing certain suprasegmental\features of Black English that possibly

cause reading interference flor somé Black childiren, Particular

attention will be paid to intonational differences,

The speaker's approach will be three-fold: 1) .ne will de-

e

fine Black English diachronically, 2) he will examine certain of
1ts synchronic features, and 3) he will discuss some of its edu-
cational implications from a possible reading Interference point -

of view. iis conclusion will emphasize the necessity of having

linguistic kmowledpe in designingleducational research, especially ‘
- aﬁy reéeanch partaining to Black Engfish, )
Toe -speaker's diachronic definition of Black English will

entall an understanding of the following continuum theorys

.
Processges
>

ldginization—>Crpolizatiom—IDe-creollzatl

Input . , - Ot put
- — ullah

e

Afridan€& — —
languages ' English

The synchronic examingtion will emphasize the significance

of Jommson's remarks regarding the intonational register of Black

By

3 ' . " . .
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~ ,
English, and the work that Tarone did in re%gtion to Johnson's

remsris, Tarone's discovery of the use of intoristion to mark °

PP
TP TeUT

T - i 4 ——t L. .g) s dn Wi’
Ir—smowin T te euuCHEtIONE L amprIcetions, tre—spee parr

jusgest thstzintonafional differences vetween tne teacher and the - —— —
pupil might be a cause of reading ﬁnterference which can be de-
. éected durirz a student's oral reading., The degree of the inter- . i
. |
fg%ence misht debend.on trne extent to which the dialect 1is spoken
and to tne extent to which the teacher's idiolect 4iffers from °
the child!'s,
°
; Educators must reslize the importence of supfasegmental as |
well as se.ental differences of 3lack English, and linguists need
to provide much more Information about BlacK English 1ntona§ion. .
Pernaps in-depth examinations of certain tone lan;ua$es of West
® Africa®will provide syntactic snd semantic clues reé&rding the

Black En.;iish intonational register,

SPEAKER'S PROrIIE

Colston R: Westbrook has an A.A. in Foreign Ienéuages from
Contra Costa College in San Pablo, Cslifornia and recg@ved his
A.B, and M.A._deérees from the Department of Linguistics, Univer-
eity of Caelifornia, Berkelesy, His graduate area of specislization

Y

wes 3luck English Dislectolosy., He 1s now finalizing his Ph. D.

work in the School of Education's ILanguage and Reading Development .

Program end concurrently teaches for the Education Extension at

¢ ! ’

tne same university, \lie is 37 years old and was born in Chambers-

burg, Pennsylvania,

. .
B
’ - N
. s . .
. .
A i = ’
,




.

Suprasagpental Aspects of Reading Interference
) r

~° Golston R. Westbrook

S Tniversity of Cslifornie, Berkéley

<.

b e - —— = d

Much of the research concerning reading problems of many
Af"o-American students stresses the segmental differences of the
phOHOLOby, the morphology, the syntax, gnd lexical, selection be- -

.

tween two dlalects of American English most commonly referred to

‘: 83 Black English and Standard English, Unfortunately, little
A
/}%ﬁ investi?ation has been conducted conceérning certain suprasegmen-
/}’ tal features; especislly intonations In this paper, the speaker

will discuss the pltch feature of intonation as it relates to
possivle reading interference for some Black English-speaking
§60ple.
The spesker's approach will be three-fold: 1) he will

cef ine Jlacx English diaﬂhrondcally, with-specisl emphasis on

' pitch; 2) he will examine certain of 183 synchronic pitch fea~
tufes; and 3) he will discuss some of 1its educational implica-

, tions from e possible ge%ping interference poina of view, His
conclusion will émphasiae the necessity of having linguistic,

" knowledge in.designing research, especially any research aertainz
ing to Black English,

1

. 7
"Dat a plum girl.cgnin' ova dere,® Is this an example of
Black English? Or, is: "That's a plump girl coming over theref
an example of Black English? What criteria is used to datefming~‘

the characteristics of Black English? In tﬁe‘first sentence,

5
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phonological and:morphological differences are JAmmediately notice- -

> able wienover ohe compares that sentence with the second, However,
" !

+ £ . ad Py L) , a
many BRI ro~smerIeansy eI oro-respont—

i
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- -->-ing%%o"this-qnesttnnj the -spegker will definediack-English,

Black English is a label timt is used to describe the speech
N ]

of many Afro-Americsn pgdple.' Such speech ig a variety that is
superirposed over all varieties of the American Enslish language,
and it has sub-Alalectal differences due to rezional variations,

“.Black Zr ;lish must, therefore, have common African core elements
\ kd -

©

. r .
that rave fused witn Engzlish from the British Isles, and the dia-
. : J.
lect nas r~een perpetuated through the years due to racial and
cultural isolation, /

Thenks to tpe Investigations of certain linguists with cre=
1 3 ¥

olist lesnings, scholars have learned that-Black people in Amer-

Zé; have a dual linsuistic heritage., That 1s to sg&, the origin

of “lack Ennlish is no ‘longer deemed to have in some inferior
variety of tne English lanéuage that was spoken in ths British

Isles winich the slayes learned whenever they came to America,

¥ ,

Such 1s the view of many synchronicaliyiiiograpﬁically-orienteted
(

ou will, The acronym even gounds

dialectologists, SGOD
i [

~ «

norribvle),

/

The current, and in thid speakert's opimion, the mos% E@rrect

view Is that the procosses of pidgsinizagion, creoiizatioﬁ, and .
. n 1 A * < ~

de-creolizatlon are necessary in reconstructing the orlgin of

Black En;lish, and these processes must have haé/;ﬁbﬁt from

numérous African languagés, In this speaker'd research, he -used
~ s o7 - ,
« - P4
Bakweri, a langua.,;e of Csmeroon, Wgst Africa as.one of thoge
- . . \ "w.
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-
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input langjuagés, And other langueges such as voruba, Ibo, Twi,

Ewe, Duals, etg., could have been used, ‘; : )

- mmmms thee?ized agq the mngt 'Hk(ﬂy : 1
"“_____‘_5IaEe—r—T—the—ptcgtntzytion—of—ﬁnw}iehréu&—te—wcLztan_enidense_______________

B oroVided‘?T_TrTwﬂT?ordeﬁ1rﬂ&m'Ef{E‘Tiaaé or-oNk &a&aoaxef<un._ﬁw-*,_ ——

)

adrdition to that evidence, however, the American’ slave word - .

buckra, meaning "white man,"™ 1s found in the Efik—Ibibio lan-

o,
- .

.~ guages of the Niger delta, and Pidgin English Is still sppkeﬂ in

.
Y g™

Cameroon and Nigéria. A comprehengive apbroach to this coﬁtinuum '1'3 -

¢ ‘ s . ‘*’, B . “r .

theory \1s presented in the speakér's thesis.l L e ! L .

. N3 £ ' * v. L
The 1mportant point of these introductory remarks isg did. ., o

the slayca just throw thvdﬂ ‘African languages aWay Jhenever they

Y AN

cameé here to the American mainland? Can not-one assume that the
fusion of African languaras with the Enalish ]anguage permitted . .
- retention—of some. AfriCan language features? And 1f any one par- “ -

ticular feature was rétained, what might that haye ‘been? .., - . //

Y
T T

) ’ S . . .
Much attention has been riven o the“"miésing copula® - .-

»

v ~ which in many cagses is a verbal adjective carried over from some -

//C;frican language .g., She Bréttz.” In fatt, too much attemtl, ' ;
- ‘ ~‘

has been ~iven’ to segmental features of the phonology, thﬁ/mor~ .

:pholovy, the syntax,'and the lex icon, and not enough attention

~

has been aiven to supraeegmental features of Black Engl*sh Suchhff.ﬂ:ffﬂ

£ p"' .

~ :l

- as 1ntonation lpitdﬂ, stmass, gnd.’ juncture),,grosodx, add loud-
/egeakina It is unfortunate that these areas, especially 1nto- - o J
////'» RE nation, have Teen neglected For it 1is the speaker's opinion v o

|

i

|

|

|

1

, 1
< .7 that many of these suprasegmenﬁal features are very 1mpor¢ant in L i
|

i

1

|

|

|

i

|
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e :be‘causeo‘via differences wkth Stania;d/énglish. For exsmple, in Tk

NS orderato,understnnd certain pitch differences, one must be recep-

e ——— =

] tive to Ehe coﬁtinuum‘fheoiy preViouslv mentionea because the un=__ _— \_ ]
. o ]

! derstandinw of We st African tonal lanjuages ia requisite to under-

’stanﬁing Qlack Enwlish intonation.' For, EEEEE in many West African =
languages shows syntactic or semantic relationships. So, if Black'
Enqlish is part of the‘continupm from‘which came West"Africasn lan- |
guage'input, then 1t is reasonable to assume tiat there might be |
remnants of Wept”African‘language tone ¢n the speech of Afro-

L Aﬁericans dnguised‘in the intonation. |

v R . In 1941, Melvflle J. Herskovits, a renownéd anthropologist,

wrote The Myth of 'the Negro Past, 1In his book, he provided much

information on lansuaze and arts of which special remarks wére
nade about "Negro Speech.™ His remarks éoncerned‘the similari- - -

ties ‘between the Negro!'s "musical quality" .of English as it was

R

spoken in the 'Inited States and the tonal elements ianest Afri-

can speech, noting the fact that tone had semantic as well as

. Lol

- phOnemic siniftcsnce remsined to be gtudied, .

;o ' ‘Not 'too"long after Herskovits wrote his book Lorenzo Dow L

Turner, an emineng Black linpuist, published his findings of the

- seventeen zears of work that he did on Gullah.? Turner's mon- - .
.umental study traéed thousands of Nords back to their African
origins and bridped other gaps in the syntax, morphology, and

phonolopy--with special empnasis on the intOnation of Gullah.
-

* The §GOD'., not knowledpsable in African language . structures,

‘ catevorized Turner's work as an “isolated case,"
Thanxs to renewed interest in what was still called "Negro ' .

V4 ]

‘Speech" ;% the early 1060'9, Turner's work became significant T

\

? \ . N .

S " Iy . . , wr . .
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. that cérvain ociolinpuists and creolists brought forth informa-

. tion ahout West Africgn Pidgin Enplish that was uged as a basis

for determininb the roots o BTFF?“FﬁEiTSh‘*“BU%"—%ﬁﬁ%%kﬂ%%&4mL

always on the sermentel “bther'thsﬁ“t?m*snprasegmentq}mﬁeatupes1*mm_

i T e e -—v»-—-.. —~ - !

Durinv the ‘mid-1960's, howeve?d, % black scholar by -the" nam@i

S S T SR

~" of Kenneth Johnson“boldlv pronounced that Black T‘nrrlish had six
levels of+¢pitch, intonationally. His pronouncement was bold,

;5 told indeed, and somé linguists frankly lab elled him as
b &
being-"crazy" for making such remarks, (Thiq speaker, too, tended

to agree vith what those linguists saild .gaince most of my training

“ was from a non-black perspective). But, Jehnson continued with® '/,f

3

his remarks emphasizing that a falsetto with.aﬁ ensuing sub-

falgetto existed in Black English. -If Johhsoniwould nave produced.. -

<

some kind of "concrete linguistic data" to support his hypote sis,
perhaps his remarks weuid have be én better received But~his‘®nly.“
evidénce was his own observations, saying “listen to how the black
“folMs talk.,"™ (The difficulty of record iny apj/such data, end £he
snhscquent biottin' out of the nois° around it shnuld be noted).

JohnsOn s hvoothosis or "Ken's Hyoo" a8 the speakor has dubhed

i
it, 1is, significant because it éalls attention to the importance '
‘of Qitc in Black unglish intonation. o , .

Almost a decade after Johnson started makin his remarks;f

- ’

. o ‘Eleine Tarone submitted her Aspects o? Intonation in Vernaoular L
“Wnis e snd Black Speech diSSertation.4 She conducted a major . C
. .. P'? - oo
s ynchronic -gtudy of intOnation usigb linpuistic techonology "
pt [ I Y U

“(such ss tho spectograph) and linguistically-traﬁhed individuals ‘ y'N'

A,

tion ‘about the markinggof d&ﬁendén 'clauses~wimh pitqh, opitting .l
- ( . . ‘. ('”A# ‘5 ‘. S, . . o H :n
) . ) B Y TR ~&- ”
) 4 R IV SRS
’ ": * ol [V ¢ P ey, '
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the concomitant use of the iexic 1 item "if." Other differences

‘were noted \eSpecially concernin5 the attitudes of 9peakers.5

|
|
. DU e
. A

A - I Tntonatldn does commimicate gp6akor attlvuls
‘ /as was proposed by Pike in his 1946 The Intona-.

tion of Amerlcan English wor_/, and 11 Black
I yEanish d34”Grs—frémklﬁweetandapd—diaTPPtq of -

American English in the intonation patterns used,
then it would appear that there would be &g high
likelihood of misinterpretations of attitude and:
‘ intention” in-communication between speckers of
SN .different dlalects,

"Tarone posed the following question to a Sténdard % glishr
3} e
B

v

spealiinyg teachers ' S B
oo 2 3 1 R
. o You the teacler? L wé$%§ﬁ“

(Linnuistq have traditionally used numbers to diacritically mark

/,m;__—»ﬁﬁ@%tch levels with 4 being the hifhest level), Tarone's explana-"* u“'” \

1

1 ’ . //‘ N
the ahove question is ﬂs‘follgwsz,‘jl,f ~ _/

*\ﬂlv

A falling contour is/ugz‘i 3
question--a contour xf Y LR cont xt . -~
mirht be considered a} 5sive, gFremptoky, } -
ahd probably rude in the teacher?{s 87€3, )\ ) R
There misht bs classrooms where guch a stu
dent might conceivably be/sent to-the,offi o
ecauge of nis rude "tone' of voiice,". ‘At this .8
> \ point, the teacher needs to undegrstand tiat
‘ : (a) an agpressive, strong, assentive "tone of,
volce" mav be very functional for a student N
who participates in Black street culture, and ’
./ (b) such a student can be expecte§ to use in-.
o tonation patterns which' are systemytically
" non-standard, Such an underSstandin the
/ . part of the teagher i1s a beginning p¥int for
.. communication, dnd pverhaps also for g\ siymilar
\\ understandin; on the part of the studené;re- ,

- parding the role of "tone of voice® in
* dard White bnglish communication,

tan- , S
\ . ‘
Aside from the teacher's role in the question posed above,
arone discovered the uge of intonatlon to mark "if-clauses"
. '/ without ‘the concomitant use of "if" in Rlack ! n*lish. Some of
&

Lo
- her examples are:

7
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: ‘ 7
o 2 3 2 32 31 /
You able to do it, just do it,. 3 ‘
. ‘ "~ ‘A’
A e 31 2 3 2 31
T “H’y, tallk to him, you talk to mlwm, : //
- Y = 7T _ — 3 ?ﬁ' } 3 1 —_— - 7___1 e e S - i?*\;: - *
L He cfin walk out, she can walk out, - R ———
K .
N 1» ,’W: .
PR 3 4 3 11 o
+ . . . She can’do me some good, that's cool.
éi_ %zgﬁfﬁi« (
" “Takiohe+ s work, as was Jomnson's, is importgnt to “the future .
. (,: ?‘; @. ‘ -
of educational regearch, ‘.
In A recent article by Vogel and .Mc Grady,6 the authors made ¢
7 reference to C. Iefevre, a lingulst, who considers intonation the
, most important and least undergtond 3inaling system at the sen-
{
A%l tence 1QV61, and he links it closely with the perception of syn=
' ,’?’;" i»;;ﬁ‘
. fﬁ tactic patterns. Furthermore, lefevre has emphasized the Impor-

"tanéé of internalizing the intonation pattern of one's native

,1anruaye erovides.

lanjuage for the development of syntax for reading comprehenqion.

v

In Tqvone‘s previously—mentioned examples there 1s evidende of
infonafion 1nternali7ation, but of particular 1nterest is pitch

(a suprasogm qmental faature) being qubstituted for “if" (a8 seg-

ety \ ~

mental feauure)c f

o -’
! '_ . \

-

g
Vogel and Me Gra%; state that writton material is devoid of
intoﬁation, and the relader must reimplant the melody of languae .
) , |

by upllivin‘ the clues tna* punctuation and.his or & )

S

An example of Lne authors!' remarms can be

founq.through the regder!'s intonation internalization of tha.

following dialogue taken from BIACK JARGON in White America; '’ .
| 4

. v
[} R P 2 ’

|

3

3 | J
i

l
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- q-—‘tz——.~~ \‘ 8
w - LN - e L)
o ; Jimt What's happenif), mellow? L. , )
Bills You got 1t, brother, , _ , X
- Jims Hey, man., last pight'after_xbn split from his
) : criv, 3
— - had jams, -

O1LLLT ANYONS see the—Tat? : 7 v

Tims Voan, the Zray oroad GOownStairs said he had g — -
Deuce and a Quarser, Hope they bust him, mdn,

Ripht on, brother, a

If Yen meets him ho say.8 he'll be thumpin' not ~

rappin'. He ain't frontin', man, \

I can dig it, Jin aln't jlvqtirc. oot

We'll see you at the gig, mellow. 1
Solid, brother,.. / .

) 'Many/people misht equate the above dialogue with that of the

éﬁg;cé of many Afro-Amerjcans based on segmental cluses, especlally
leﬁfcql items.' If, howeve;,ﬂthe dialogue is not read with Black
Englis}j intonation, then there will most liketly—be- some hesitation
regarding the dialogue's. acceptauilitv to a speaker of Black Eng-

7 +
isn, ’ ;S )

Oral realing a%i;ides teachers with the opportunity to check

il ‘ _
N
. 4
. Y
.

a student's: comprenension. 3ut if the-teacher is not aware of the
/ —— - , N .
intonntional interaction (as was In the casé of Tarone's exampies);

1 _uhﬁn/ﬂON will the teacher be ‘able to truly ascertain the. student's'

E=)

reaainxv comprehension? ° . S
A . 9 . ‘

his Speaker‘doncurs with Vogel and M Grady ‘when they '

readinL “comprehenat on-~ Regardinp Black En*lish 1t will also bb

¥, .
nec&ssary to conduct 1nv5§t1gatiqns of certain West African tone
’ . } .

e . . . . . " -~ - s
languagés In hopes 'of [inding syptaqt%c and ;gmantic clues that

?
.
“w

v
&
L)
. , ) . N y
s . . .

-




\ ’ < .
are pp3sliuly 1nt0nat10n8117=§isguised in Afro-American speoch. In

order to accomplish this, the educator mudt be sufficlently versed

——— - ‘

7 .
. ;A Lin.;uistics to transgress many of the commonly-analyzed sezmén-’

tal fcatures of Black English in order to analyze its scarcely-

-

studied suprasesmental features, - —_\
: .
¢ . . s ) .
-
T~
L
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