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PREFACE L . ) . ‘

-

Op Cultural.Ecology,
~ The United States as Nervous System of the Planet's Cultures

Two\hundred years after the birth of the Republic, we still have-not dis-
covered America, so many of her citizens are unknowm to her - and perhaps also to

themselves. In -periods gf prosperluy, the urge for millions to declare themselves ~

_has regular y. arisen and then some natlonal calamlty like war or depression has

oattened down‘the 1id again, obliging all to tighten thelr belts and sacrifice
for natlonal unlty Campbell's Soups and Standard 0il and Coca-Cola prove that

we have unity, abundant unlty. We do not readily or well recognlze ouxr d1vers1ty.

L4

A1l around the world, while mllllons welcome the goods of mass production,
revuls1on r&ses agalnst certa1n aspects of modern llVlng. Almost everywhere,

people see. in their own cultural hi tory'~ a history which, only yesterday some
is!

. seemed ready to abandon -~ a new defense against certaln evils of modern life and

‘a rellable resource ! for some of.the humanlstlc values that.have always glven life

its savor. Too little stands between the solltary 1nd1v1dua1 and the bureaucratlc

.power of the large modern statey 1ntermed1ate social bonds have been weakenlng -

'famlly, kinship, group loyaltles, ‘churches, nelghborhoods, regions. Now that

technology has made centrallzlng forces so powerful, many perceptlve leaders
recognize that 1ntermed1ate social bonds are 1nd1spensable for the protectlon of
the individual frgg_the state. A healthy society, lS a system of checks-and-
balances. If some ccmponents in the social system fail, others devpur their

functlons, and soon devour the whole.. . . gf’

Consequently,‘cons1derable creative energy is turning toward what might, be
called "cultural ecology." Just as.it is necessary tg commission research on the
organic and systemlc needs of a natlon s waterways forests, air, and s01ls, so
also it is necessary to ‘commission ‘studies on a nation's cultural ecology: What

(
sort of support systems nourlsh creatlve, cr1t1cal, morally alert, and soclaily

‘bonded persons? Is there an "1ndex of satlsfact}ons," for example, that” shows

why one urban nelghborhbod is stahle,“strong, and content, and another is demoral—
ized, blighted, and unable to care for itself? The conviction has grown that ‘
social and cultural tradltlons, transmitted (for the most part, uncons01ously) by
famllles, provide individuals with' repert01res of perceptaon and behav1or, w1th
resources of undérstandlng and flex1b11;ty, that vary ethnically. It 1s not a

matter of indifference in the Unlted States whether one hds been.brought up in a

v v
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, Scandinavian or Latino. BotH on external and on

1nterna1 1nd1ces, such origins continue to make~ a dlfference, well into the thlrd,

fourth and flfth generatlons after 1mm1grat10n to Amerlca, and 1onger. Slnce such

traditions are oiderathan a thousand years, ‘and manlfest a pr0ven res111ence and -
adaptabillty, there is every reason to expect them to contlnue to be lnfluentlal

-eA

in the future.z : - ‘ ‘

Yet under Amerlcan condltrons, ethnzclty has Hew and perhaps unparalieled

meanihgs. Many Amerlcans live as 1nd1v1dua1s rather ‘than in gr0ups in "diaspora ?\

rather than 1n close proximity to.others. {ike themselves, Of course, more than

meets the eye, both our urban nelghborhoods and our suburban communltles, both oun

sy
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) cultural hlstory only. Rather, the plurallstlc personallty recognlzes its own

)

occupational clusterlngs and o pr1vate associations, remaln remarkably ethnlc-
speclflc, in a friendly and pofous although unmlstakable fashlon. Ethnlclty today,
nonetheless, is a phenqmenon to be studied in 1nd1v1dua1s rather than in groups.

On. each of us, our ethnic background even if it 1s "mlxed " na% 1eft its 11v1ng
1mpr1nt has colored our experlence of'famlly, rellglon, sex, 1ntell\ctua1 1n-
qulry, occupatlonal traJectory, political values, and the like. No'one 'of us is

‘infinite. We each grow, like some fraglle plant, from particular roots in 2 par-

‘ticular patch of human ecology. No .one of us speaks for the entire human race.

Thus the force of “the new ethnlclty“ isg not so much a pressure welllng up from

prlmordlal trlbLI t1es, as a pressure r1s1ng up in our 1nd1v1dua1 se1ves.

exrgent need to recognize our own partlcularlty, to place ourselves accurate y
on the map of human cultures, and to 1earn how to discern and 1nterpret cues \from
others who differ- from_ ourselves. ' ‘ . ' .

a
-

- "The new ethnicity" is not a reduction of consciousness to an uncritical
stage, but the acqulsitlon of‘a hew competence ﬁn eonsclousness.; a'multicultur 1
oonsclousness. ‘It favors the development of a new type of personality: a plura -
1st1c perSonallty The plurallstlc personality does not preténd to be universalj) .

nelther does it accept belng stereotyped or limited to the resources of one

rootage, draws consciously from its own resources, and trrqﬂ to become skllled

both in self-knowledge and r% the accurate perceptldn of those w1th dlfferent roots.

It is capable of many different klnds of growth, but w1th a sort of 1ntegr1ty and

) -

solld approprlatlon. ' . R .

The United States, one would thlnk, would be one of the most fertlle of all

cultures in favorlng the plurarlstlc personallty. Uhfortunately, so fearful of .
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familly that is West Indlan o? Mississippian black, Greek or Anglo—Amerlcan, Itallan )

'or Irlsh Jew1sh or Ukralnla




division and so susplclous off "forelgners" were many leaders of’ th1s New World

that acceptance of Amerlcan cltlzenshlp came also to be linked with a social ex~ R
pectatlon that one would be "converted o outwardly and 1nwardly It was held that

one ought to became "a Tiew man, " an "American." One ought to cease being “other",

at least, those who would be successful ouéht to do-so. In Rome, of‘course,_one’

does what the Romans do.‘ Y

There ‘is much to be sald both for the attractiveness and the truly advanced
and humane, values of some traditions of the English-speaking world, especlally 1n
the realm of polltlcal 1nst1tu+10ns. (Had my own famlly, three generations ago,
l‘chosennto)gp to.Argentlha, Germany, Russia, Peru, Australia or to some of the'

otheér places that their<nefghbors went, we now might not be'sharing in Anglo~

American.institutions; for their choice I am grateful.)' )

Nevertheless, by discouraging the children of thHose citizens who retained‘

- foreign languages and ties with forelgn cultures, the Republic blunted and damaged :-

Cits’ own. planetary nexvous system. This natlon, more than any other, mlght have
been exqu1s1tely sensitive to every cultural and 1ntellectual current of the
planet had it encouraged its cltlzens to perfect their natlve skills of language,
art, and historical appreclatlon.\ It seems rldlculous, in retrospect, that so many
of us who descend from non#Ihgllsh speaking lmmlgrants (and it is we who are in the
' maJorlty) have been systematlcally and expllcltly dlscouraged fronf malntalnlng our

native 1anguages, whlle belng obliged to take courses in high school, college, and

- 1

A graduate school in 1anguages~not our own. . . .

?hus, the*glow and miffzt revolutlon in ethnic awareness that is stlrriné all
. _around the world, and als the United States, has Wefore' it an important intel- .
f]ectual agenda, It gives greater promise than any alternative of bearing impcr- '

. tant soclal and political fruit, not merely in domestic affairs but also in inter-

~ N
- /.,

national affairs, = - o . -
‘1"' . “ . - . . ‘ “-

The alm, as Richard Gamblno makes -plain, is unltlve, not d1v1s1ve; creative, . °
not destructlve° multlcultural, not chauvinistic, Its program is*to help as many BN

: mllllons of Amerlcans who choose Yo db so ta acquire a moye accurate selftkndwledged
especlally w1th respect to the soclal structure of the self} to create a body of &
detailed and ‘accurate’ scholarshlp on whlch a more nuanced and reallst1c~soclal 3
policy might be designed and a more sound cultural ecology practlced, and to en-

;courage those Amerlcan cltlaens w1th ties to other parts of the world to sharpen
theixr skllls in the language, culture, arts, hlstory, and present currents in the

nabions of thelr origin, so that the United States might become, 1ndeed, the most

A
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sensitlve and perceptive‘nervous system on thg,planet. In/Self-hnowledge,,in; B
,domestic’social policy, and in international affairs, "the new:ethnicity“ promises S
important fruits., The program is large, the way long. Many resources will have : Vﬂ i
to be committed to the task. Millions will have to share its/challenges. Having . )

réached the end of phys1ca1 frontlers, having reached into outer space, perhaps -

-
K3

now it is time for the nation to cross the frontier it has so long been evadlng.

to come tp.an accurate knowledge of itself. . -

oo ) - l

errored back " to 1t w1ll be an 1mage formed by, V1rtually every culture on
this planet. a chorus of faces, a 1§mphony in whlch many 1nstruments flgure, many “
melodles, in which there are dissonance and dlsharmonles, counterpolnt themes
‘that rise and’ f:&l away, the-mus1c of a social whole in which vers1ty is the

presupposition and the glory. The United Statés is not a meltlng pot nor a

S~mosaic, nor a salad, nor a stew. But it is a, symphony. Learnlng to appreclate.
. each instrument,’ each form, each theme, each possible combrnathn, 1s how one

_ learns to. appreclate good music - and also the genlus of thls 1and.

..L..—-—/' ' ’ .
In broachlng this theme for publlc dlscuss1on, the” Rockefeller Foundatlon is o
not unmlndful of the dontroversies that attend it. 4 nation formed of many
-peoples .expects - indeed, reJolces in - the energles released by dissonance and by
dlvers1ty. In keeplng with its sixty~year tradltlon, the Foundatlon favors light
where there was ignorance, research where there had been neglect, initiative and _ )
leadership where other fundlng sources lag. And, despite w1despread publrclty, .

funding‘sources‘in this field do lag. ' g

Characterlstlcally, the Foundation has tried to serve all the diverse peoples
‘of the naglon. Respect for cultural ecology is a maJor contrlbutlon to, the "well-
being of mankind"; hence, the Fpundatlon would like to see work in, th1s fleld
established on the best and. soundest scholarshlp avaliable. If school currlcula
are to beurensed so as to include every culture among the pe0ple of the United
'States - as a splendid way of reaching out to every culture on thig planet - then

these curricula need the attention of the best and sharpest 1ntellects avallable.

Regrettably, efforts in this direction are still fragmentary, primitive, and

_partial. With considerable fores 1ght and courage, against the stream and often .

w1thout support from colleagues or admlnlstratlon, some early ploneers have begun
to collect bibliography and to fashion courses. Profesgor Gambino has gathered !
together here a sampling“of wh&l has. been uttempted. ‘His purpose, commendably, .

. is to make this book obsolete ac soon us possible, by prompting those already in
,.the fleld to go ‘beyond it, and by drawing others of talent 1nto 1t. A decade from
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“Let‘me submlt " yrites Richard Gamblno, "that the proper sﬁudy of hyphenated
Americans is the ethnlc tradltlon from which they come." Dr., Gambino is am Asso}'
ciate Professor of Educatlonal Philosophy and Dlrector of the Italian-American
Studies Progfem at Queens College, CUNY, and author of Blood of My Blood. This

Working Paper is taken from a report submitted by Gambino, during hlS cbnsultancy

to the Rockefeller Foundation Humanltles Program in 1974.'

As Amerlcan soclety, and partlcularly the educatlonal system, has become more

aware of the dlsparlty between malnstream Ameblcan culture and its ethnic compo-\

" nents, there has been a growing interest in eﬁ?nlc traditions, llterature, lan-

guages, and history. In many universities and colleges, courses are offered in
various ethnic studies; recently these programs have been establlshed in primary
and secondary schools - with the aid of the Ameérican Ethnic Herltage Bill enacted
by the United States Congress in 1972. '

[

Out of the conglomerate of ethnic courses, argues Gamblno, must come some

standard guldellnes, both in structure and academic requ1rements, if such programs

.are to have any lasting. and serious 1mpact. His subject is the need for sound aca-

N
demic programs, plus ways in which they can be incorporated into the educational

system. J,

) The report is in four sections, The first degeribes the need for the studiee,
thelr role, how they c¢an best be effected, and the phllosophy behind them. Gambino
notes the interdisciplinary nature of ethmic studles. .that they must draw upon

many dlSClpllneS w1th1n the social séiencls and humanities. And as wifh all inter-

didciplinaxy programs it must be establlshe9 that the comblned multl-academlc

~“program is as scholarly and strict as its individual parts. Gambino further recog~

nizes the need for ‘strong scholarly work in ethnic studies - a basis for educational'

L]

merit in any drsclpllne. c o ’ .

- Gambino euggests the creation of mult1Cultural ethnlc institutes which would
function as reource centers within schools, subject to the rlgorous criteria of
other academic disciplines, Moreover, he emphasizes the "outreach" reSpon51b111-
ties of ethnic StUdleo centers - to work with local ethnic communltles, to prov1de
adult leducation. These respon31b111t1es, he says, "add a dimension éhat many

dlSclpllnes don't have.," L .

Pl

Discussing the philosophy behind ethnic studies, Gambind draws/ from Buropean




]

Ea

History and the ‘origin of humanjties.

iHe traces” the term "homanities" to its deri-

vation - "umanismo," meaning a perspective whereby a person oan\uhderstand himself/

herself and all things in the world s

the human perspective.

.The true humanist,

wi tes Gambino, "seeks the heart of things as they relate to his soul, and to the

soul of his ethnic group, nature culture, and ciVilization, and beyond these to

other‘individuals, nations, and civilizations “ee ﬁnderstandihg the influenceés of

time; place, and circumstance.™

He goes on:

"legions of educators,still perceive.

their role as washing their students clean of all characteristics of time, place,

and circumstanceJ';

The sécond section of the Working Paper i@cludes some sample courses in_the

vaiious studies, submitted by professors who have taught such classes:

-

3

>

o

they are

1nclu&ed as suggestions, ideas, and possible foouses for ethnic programs.

.~

In addition, there is a 1isting of ethnic studies regource centers, so that

those interested in such programs can find information, as well as guidelines for

establishing similar centers.

<
\

‘"//

There is also an extensive,bibliograpﬁy,,categorized by ethnic groups, ap-,

pended to the report.

In addition to Gambino's listings there are those from

N 4
professors who submitted course summaries.

plled and assified, and provide an important collection of ethnic studies works.

’

These references have all been com-

The last three sections could be of excellent use to educators and adminis-

trators seeking to develop or enrich gthnic studies courses,

The . Working Paper also, includes a preface written_by Michael Novak, author of

¥

The Rise of the Unmeltable Bthnlcs, and Choosing Our King, who is a former Ass001-
ate Director of the Rockefeller Foundation Humanities Pro ’
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. ~2 Introduction: ! .

. Know theh thyself! ' Présume not
S ot God to scan; the proper study of
. Manking 1s Man

- ) ) : a -.-, " Alexander Pope . |
5 . N
Let me submit that the proﬁer study of hyphenated Americans is the' ethnic
tradition from which they cbme. As of January 1974, thirty-three states have
introduced ethnlc studies. into thelr publlc school systems, thirteen of them by
state laws. In addition, 135 colleges and universities offer ethnic studles ]

courses or progra.ms. , - . v °

In 1972 Congress.enacted into federal law the Amerlcan Ethnic Heritage Blll,
the first formal recognltlon of .ethnic studies by the United States government. It
stlpulates that "ethnic heritage education" include studies of a student's own
heritage as well as that of other Americans. Congress approprlated $2. 5 million ~
;Yo implement the law. The money was made available for currlculum development and ‘.
disseminationg the training of teachers in elementary and secondary- sohoolb, and

research and teaching in colleges and’ universities.

. Interest in the ethmic program is evidenced by more than lO 000 requests for .
‘appllcatlon guidelines, and more than 1000 actual appllcatlons. Of these, 887 met
the deadline. ﬁf May 17, 1974. The appllcatlons came from every part of the coun-
txry, and requqsted a total of $80 million ln ald. In July 1974, fortyftwo-grants

. were announced, totaling $2. 375.mllllon. \Q

\

4

A ControverSLal Agenda

-

The . large number of requests for ass1stance lndlcates that ethnic studles con-
stitute one of the maJor agenda items for American education in the 1970s. . At the
same ' time, both the concept and plactlces of ethnlc studies programs are belng
fiercely attacked from many sources. They are accused of éontributing to ethnlc
parochialism, chauvrnlsm, and separatism; to the fragmentation of our soclety, and
to the polarlzatlon of groups in our,populatlon. Harold Isaacs at the Massachu- “
setts Instltute of Technology sees government sponsorshlp of ethnic studles as a
threat to the rlghts of 1nd1v1duals in a secular school system. Otheng,say that
the very notion of ethnlc studies is contrary to the ideals of a unlversaL culture,

o

liberal education, and hlgher‘cdsmopolltan valucs.’ The various ethnic progrew":

are denounced as barely disguised propaganda auxlllarles of polltlcal movements.
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Th\y‘are castlgated for destroylng standards of academic quallty and respect for
truth ' ’ ! . S . v

- - 1
. 1
.

< Ethnic studles do present a threat to the great Amerlcan asslmllatlonlst myth,
As‘Glazer and Moynihan noted almost fifteen years ago rn Beyond the Meltlng Pot

\ _the powen{ul influences of American society may one day be able to erase ethnlc
labels, but so far it has not worked.out that way.‘

"Ethnicity is more &han an.
. influence on eVents;'it is eommonly the source of events. Social and political
1nst1tutlons ces (often) exist for the, specific 'purpose of serving ethnlctlnterests "
These divérse national and cultural agglomerations have, therefore, been politi-
cized into interest groups by the inability of the American system ta meet” their .

’needs:

-~

Nd

today they
be by

overcome by

In the past, these affiliations “have been more or less explicits
are flaunted. The curf\nt method .of overcom;ng 1nsecurLties seems to
ssert1on. it 1s as if doubts about ethnic or sexual identity. can be
proclalmlng an afflllatlon.
ethnic studles.

cized in the process.

As a result we now have women s ¥ib, gay power,-and
It is not surpr;slng that even valid movements have been crltl-
_A careful examination of ethnig programs in educatlon 1s

+ necessary in order to redeem them.

" April 1375 : ) '. , Richard Gambino

- ]




Programs. and Practices:

e ﬁ publié schools and credit-granting colleges, ethn)c studies take three
principal forms: independent mono-ethnic programs; depar mental programs; and
1ntegral programs, ‘ T ‘ A ‘ '

{ .o . . . : ) P

The domlnant nmno-ethnlc form cons1sts of courses whlch Are separate from the
standard currlculum. The theme of each course is some aspect of a part;cular eth-
:4. n1c group's cultural hlstory‘ Non-credit organizations, such.as adult qducation
‘ programs, also usually. follow this model although their courses tend to be more

informal: Some colleges have establlshed programs whlch cons1st of a ser1es of
related courses about a partlcular«group. These courses are offered oﬁmside’the
" usual departmentals1isting§}&§ﬁ%hough in some cases they are_ administered or super-
vised by an academic departmpnt. .In ‘same instances, the programs are completely
autonomous._ These have the advantage of flexlblllty. in design, in the grantlng

: of credlt and in the ass1gpment of personnel. " The dlsadvantage is that the noﬂh
AN »"t -,

.. :« fi&liated status makes standards of scholarshrp and general academic .rigor more _
*f‘ dlfflcult to establlsh and malntaln. , N

ud .\’

. ‘ﬁ.

By contrast, a program “that is part of the regular school currlculum tends to

[ M a, ﬂ“’~ K
g ?X maintain aoademlc standards because of the superV1s1on of department committees and

_course commlttees. In thls second model, new courSes have been created by soc1al

sclence and humanltres departments. These gourses are llsted alongsmde otherg
offered in the standard currieula. . ' I

In a third approach, ethnic studles are made an 1ntegral part of the standard
courses of fered. Those who favor this model argue that ethnic themes can more
properly hg;aitegrated 1nto a llberal educatlon 1f~they are part of the regular

currlculum in the social sclences and humanlt;es. For example, a survey course 1n

"Amerlcan therature" should 1nclude wrltlng samples of ethnic groups. -

1

e A number of institutions have establishéd multrcultural or plurallstlc ethnlc )

centers to examine neglected areas relating to more than one ethn1c group.

> f,‘: B wf

Yet there is a general dissatisfaction in educational circlgs with the lack of
original research produced by teachers of ethnic studies, Leaders in the field -
strongly recommend that ethnid sludies programs encourage solid social science .
and humanltles backgroundtas a basis for examining, 11v1ng ethnlc tradltlons and

. their roots. Scholarly production is needed to 1llum1nate anter-ethnlc relatlons

o y.u,

sand, to underetand the complexity of pluralLSm. As John ngham p01nts out (1n
"Integratlon Ve Plurallsm. Anqtger Amerlcan Dllemma"° The Center Maga21ne, July/
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I o ethnicity is less than notable. Po-

. . ’ cratic theory compare in depth or ° . i -

_'les. It has also been recommended that studles of forelgn languages as they are . A"

‘studies programs, - 1t is felt should study natlonal legacles but at the same tlme
- should reach out to 11v1ng communities. In addltlon, the programs might 1ncrease

fresearch efforts in the oral hlstorles, folklore, and written literatures of ethnlc

especlally in prlmary and secondary schools, for textbooks in ethnic and multi- .

" cent practlce of 1ump1ng them together 1ndlscr1m1nctely. For example, in addltlon

The record of American intellectuals R .
in clarifying the issues of race and

lemics we have in abundance, but on .
this sgbject no contrlbutlons to demo=-

complexlty with the writings of Hamilton,
' Madison,. Dewey, and Nlebuhr . .

One reason for. thlsﬁcould be that "ethnlc" lssues have been shunned by 1ntel-1,“<
1ectua1s and left ta become militant movements led by a small mlnorlty., While it .
is true that seme Blacks and Amerlcan Indlans, to cite two examples, have resorted ‘
to mllltancy as the last best hope of- belng heard, "ethnlc" need not be regarded as
a peJoratlve term. The stress should be on nat10na1 culture, the lifestyle, and .
literaxy and artistic.output of,a particular people. Emphasls need not be exclu-
sively on their contribution to American history. Many educators recommend~that ‘
programs.focus on those ethnic groups which have been comparatively,neglected in
recent years; for example, those of Southern European and Eastern Buropean origin,
and Americans of Asian background. Some urge an increased emphasis on the teaching’

of foreign languages, and That the study of language be 1ntegrated with ethnic stud-

spoken and have been developed in the Unlted States should be encouraged. Ethnlc

groupS‘ in blbllographlcal compllatlons° ard in the. constructlon of a detailed
ethnographic atlas of the Unlted States. There is a great need on all levels, but

ethnic studies. Flnally,.many educators have urged that a permanent "clearlng-
house" on ethnlc educatlon be established on a national level,’to serve as a

communlcatlons and resource center, and perhaps even as a center for research.

In educatlonaI“materlals, an effort is underway to make accurate distinctions

among various ethnic tradrtlons within racial groups, a movement away from the re-

to the need to dlfferentlate between the various "white ethnlcs,“ there is also the
need o dlstlngulsh between groups among Amerlcan Blacks - 1s1and Blécks of Prench.
speakrng background, island Blacks of Engllsh speaklng background, Blacks of the

\'Amerlcan South, and those with old roots in the North. More attentlon to dlverslty

\

~




. derived from the Renalssance.‘“But "unlversal" is applied to ethnic studles in the

.. the sake of mutual (and self-) enllghtenment If any Jjustification for this “p—»

\Itallan~Amerlcan studies and economlcs. 3 .

1is called for wlth regard to Orlental-Amerlcans as well €e8ey Chlnese and Japanese,
and\Amerlcan Indlans. Patterns such as family life and symbols of 1nd1v1dua11sm
seem to be %ulte different from tradrtlon to tradrtlon. Researchers need to com-

pare, in a scholarly, falr-mlnded way, the patterns of dlfferentngthnlc groups for

proach zs necessary "at all 1t~should be according to the "18th century romantl- T

“cists: "Nature diversifies its art in as many ways as pbsélble.' °. ‘ ‘ :ﬁl

\

Most degree-grantrng sdhools do not permit students to take a full major ing‘ N

ethnic¢ studies. *.Some allow a joint or double major in ethnic studies and a tradi-
- N

tional academic discipline3 for example, Puerto Rican studies and. sociology, or.

&
*

" The debate over whether ethnic studles should be rncorporated 1nto standard

"courses and programs offered in Amerlcan schools will probably‘contlnue to be an

1ssue in American educatlon 1n.the 1970s. The demand to 1nclude a multl—ethnic 4
approach %o new curricula and textbooks is grow1ng. Four states ‘have passed 1eg1s- ) f‘;
latlon mandatlng bilingual and blcdltural educat10n° other states W1th large non—

Engllsh speaklng populations are likely toq foIlow thls exanmle.,'Rather than

"balkanlze“ the currlculum, most commentators now prefer a conqmehensave mu1t1~

cultural approach to the entlre currlculumg ' A

kY

' The 1ntegrat10n of the goals of ethnlo studles with the cawéer and vocatlonal
needs of students must also be accompllshed. Students with a Jolnt major mlghu s
neflt by programs preparlng them for such flelds as 1nternatlonal communlcatrons,

bus1ness, teachlng, “social work, medical careers, and the perform;ng arts.' Solid

plaming is needed to prov1de continuity between ethnic studles, standard aoademlc
d1$01p11nes, and careers and vocatlons. B . ' - :‘2 ) Ry

. oo >

Another. challenge is adult educatlon, where 1mag1nat1ve programs geared to )
contemporary needs of mature perle need to be develOped A carefully planned f‘
ethnic studles program has great potentlal for lessenlng long—standlng preJu@Lces. R

A Phllosophy of Ethnlc Studmeé“ : 'ﬁ‘lf ‘K“\j‘ — )

1 ° -

The 1deal of the "unlversal man" and of a liberal humanlstlc education are

., same way. that Friedrich Schlegel used 1t to descrlbe romantlc poetry, that'"lt mast

be unlversal, not 1n the restrictive sense of seeklng unlformlty of norms and uni- v

" yerdality of appeal but in the expanslve sense of almlng at the apprehen 1on and

expression of. évery mode of human eXperlence. . . L Y .

N . .
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Similarly, t ’ the term "humanism," which derives from he Italian umanismo, meant

a special perspective whereby man can understand "himself and everything in the worigf °
< culture, nature, technology, languages, myths, religions, law, art, polltlcs, govb’ -

’ ernment, and so on. The original premise was that there are unique ways in which ‘ ..
.all of these areas can be understood as products of the human spirit, rather than .

,;jhy the then domlnant;perspectlves of theology and theologlcally-orlented ph;lcsophy ;‘AA

- T —

—~——

Asserting its 1ndependence\‘rgn theologlcal understandlng, humanlsm also
,ﬂ_stressed that its perspect;ve dlffers from'those oilthe natural and social, sciences.
. Thls is an extension of the claim that even when it views the same thlngs.as theol-
i ,ogy, ;. the humanlst perspective is dlstlnct, prOV1d1ng an understanding that is quall-'
: ) tatlveky dlffereﬂt Wnen the humanist views objects that also concern soclal ’
scientists and natural scientists, he does not describe, analyze, "and predlct in )
their modes. Whatever subJect he 1s concerned with, and h& can be concerned with 2
anythlng, the humanist addreSses questlons of human values, not theologlcal values

- Y

or. the quantlflable values of the s01ences.

:} )» The humanist is also. concerned with hugan mqtiwes and reasons, whlch are'dls-
_tlnct from those glven‘by the sclences as well as. theology. The individual is
regarded*wlth_g‘&de rather than fear: he is encouraged to fulfill his pqtentlal,
R - not_for some abstract greater glory, but for himself, The tradltlonal humanlst P
c . dlsczpllnes ~ Iiterature, hlstory, drama, muslc, art, dance, and phllosophy -

::‘ provlde an understandlng dlfferent,from that ofﬁered by theolog1ans and sc1entrsts.ii

tV i 3 L 4 .

Creatlve Empathy C o . .

S A frne explanatlon of the. unlque humanlst perspect;ve was glvén by the .

hlstorlan Glambattlsta Vico (1668-1744) Vico termed the humanist view as one of

profound fantasia. By this he meant a dlsclpllned and V1tal ability to penetrate,
'_ _uslng 1ntelllgence, emotlons needs and. desires, to the Core of people, events, .

1deas and thlngs. VlCO'S fanta31a is no less than a creative empathy with the

. A x TV r———— . ',ﬁf
v . world.. E L . N ’ ' . : .

! K ;;" A sbholar has said ‘of the Renalssance humanlsts that they taught the world N
£he lesson of th% uobility of belng human." The humanist sp1r1t cherlshes enjoy-
ment of human llfe ahd its frults” first ‘as products of man's splrlt and further ﬁ”

as agents* transformlng and enrlchlng the human spirit. It is preclsely because the
emphasrs 1s on everyday life as expression and creation that ohe of the perennlal
dangers of humanlsm has been 1ts.perverslon 1nto materlalism. But materlallsm A ;

values thlngs Der se 1nstead of as manlfestatlons 6f the splrlt and ds generators

¢

s
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‘.of growth- it covets thlngs for their worth apart from their relation to the hu.man

S
spul,,_ Ideally, huma.nlsm would flnd these prlorltles unacceptable.

"‘.

.

.

t The stlll vital splrlt of Renalssance hu.mam_sm, then, seeks not Just "learning
_ fo,r 1ts own sake," although the J.deal has also been corrupted in this way. The

t .eh humanlst seeks not just surface structure nor does he seek puﬁ"formal're?
:_at‘ions with the world around }iim. He is not priest, scientist, nor pedant. He ~

Seeks the heart of things as ;{ahey relate to his soul, rand to the soul of his ethnlc

_group, .nat:.orx, Culture, ,c:Lv11:|.zat3.on, and beyond these to other 1n,d1v1duals, natlons,
and clVllJ.zatlons. The Renaissance "um_versal man" was not a person’ who knew every-

thlng (as a popular mlsunderstandlng oi‘ the J.deal would have it). He was one who

“\

the capac:.ty for nrtmy unlversal gn\pathy‘ He learned how to approach the world

with the dlstlnct\lwe‘ understandmg and feellng of Mig trme, pldce, and circumstance.,
-2ac circun

times, and c:.rcumsta:nces. He was, without contradlctlon, a unlversal 1nd1v:|.dual.

i

Yet nelther his legendary 1nd1v1dual;sm nor his unlversallsm meant sheddlng B
a,ll characterlstlcs of his ethnic group, culture, natlon, tJ_me, or c:.v:.llzation.
The notion of a soul pure of all J.nfluences of time, place, and clrcumstance is a
loglcal, psychologlcal, anthrOpologlcal, higtorical, and soclologlcal absurdlty.
Just as absurd is the notion that there is a hlgh universal culture which doeis not .
. bear the dlstlnctlve characteristies of the 1nd1v1duals‘. cultures, nations, and ‘
ethmc groups. that contrlbuted to it, Thig fallacy, th:.s cormptlon of the "ani-
versal man" into dlsembodled ! ly human" ;Lntelllgence and emotions, is an

exampfe ofy what Francis Bacon ?a%ﬁd idola theatri (:Ldols of the theatre) -Bacon

defined these as dead concegts from the past whlch are like poor stage plays which .

P

represent nothlng bt unreal worlds of m%ln's own’ creatlon. .. s

- a

‘ N

The perversion of the F.}nllghtenment “'unlversal man"’ and hlS "um.versal cul-

ture" are our. idols of the theatre. And no g’roup Js more deluded by them than .
educatdrs. Leglons £ educators st:r.ll percerve thelr role as, washlng thelr students‘
cLean oi‘ all chja.racterl tics:of tJ.me, place, and’ clrcum$tance.' Ethnlc 1"nher1tances
are foremost on. the 11st of 1mpur1t1es to,,be;; scOured— avay,_ But J.f they fully under-
‘Y stood th‘e prlnclples mvolved, these educato,rs uould recogm.ze that any- attempts to,

' dz.mlm.sh dlfferences are contrary to the "unlversal" theorles they profess.

iy
o

r Ca A»\'\

~%0 cu}.tmated himself that 1ndeed nothlng human would be alJ_en to him. He .d‘e{reloped .

"He could then -empat 1ze,\by a.nalogy, with the perspectlves of other persons, I?l‘ac‘é‘s, ‘

,\ [y

Thls J.deal of ,pure culture was pressed mto serv1ce in the United States as ‘ ‘_\:‘ )
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.- ofa (melting) pot. Th,ey emerged from the pol wearlng "Amerloan" clothes and
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mlll:Lons of people streamed “into ou.r country fromaevery dlrectlon 1n what was
probably the greatest migration of people m human h1story, from 1850 o 1920._ The

growz.ng country faced an u.nprecedented challenge to create a unlfled nation and a

. coherent culture from Its polyglot populatlon. The ideal of the "melt‘:mg pot" Was

r

born.. It was pressed upon Amerlcans through enormous efforts by every aspect of

3001ety, especlally by schools. -7 '

’
t

M—"‘t—""

In one mea.nlng of the term, all the diverse characterlstlcs of'thé various
groups of Amerlcans were to bubble together J.rﬁo somethlng new. Thls expressmnllof
the, ideal was fine; Amerlcan culture fs distinct from any of those from whlch lt§
people derive, . But the notlon was extended to mean that all, contrlbutlng mfluences
from the old cultures were to. bOll away, evaporate. This meélting pet ‘was' a ghdst
o:f.‘ the: illusory F.hllghtenment unl'versal culture. Moreover, its great u.nderestlma-

" tion of the durablllty of ethn:.clty was fatal. And as Glazer and Moym.han noted,

_the real poJ.nt about the meltlng pot was that it d1d not happen.

¢

most exclusively Protestant Brltlsh-Amer:z.cans b} backg'rou.nd “the "purely Ametican" )

Nonetheles?:,?kﬁs fdeal was._enforced through prOpaganda and, coerc1on. 01d
Languages customs, and values were to be cast aside: oxry_bc books record that

\
dldactlc celebrat'lons were staged to support ass1m11atlon1st efforts o;f schools,

- —.

agencles, employers, and “the media., An event staged in the 1920s was typlcal 1n
J.ntent, even 1f outstandlng in its crudltf the employees of a Ford automoblle '
plant 1n M.Lchigan we'i'e treated to a company sponsored theatrlcal extravaganza.
fctors dressed as Itallans, Poles, and other ethmc groups sang thelr "forelgn"
songs and danced their natlve tarantellas and polkas as they entered a huge moc,k—up

slnglng “the Star-Spangled Banner. The.p_qlnt was clear. ethnlc characterrstlcs were

un-AmerJ.can. @ ) .~‘ o . i

< >

) 'In parochlal and chauv1n1stlc fashi-on, those who dbminated Amerlca advanced a
purely "American™ .culture. All Americans were “to aspire to :Lt upon hope\ of _reward
if. sfuccessful,.;.and pain of punlshment if fallures. But, because ‘this e11te was ale-

,ideal was, in fact, one composed of the perspectlves, hablts, manners, values,

custoggs, and b:Lases of this partlcular ethnic’ group. Wave after wave of 1mnugrants,

. as well as.Blacks descended from slavés, were' pressured to shuck off the:Lr own

-4'.ei;hnlc :them.tances and take on the "Amer:.can" Brltlsh-Amwlcan ones.

-
/(_
PR

Contr;t.butz.ons mage by non-Anglo ethmr's cou‘d not be denled, but they were

Angl:mlzed as they were acknowledged.. Often the samtlzatlon proceSs was direct. e

4»‘" s

.- Thus, évery school child st111 léams that John Cabot was .one of ‘the most 1mport,ant
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. Buropean explorers of the American continent. England's very claim to terrltory in *
" the New World rested upon his expeditions. Yet not one in ten thousa.nd Amerlcans
knows that his real name was Giovarmi Caboto and that he was an Itallan in the

_employ of the British. ~ o o R - : S

. Sometlmes the contrlbutlons from non-Anglo Amerlcans were dJ_sguJ_sed more - ..

elegantly. A typical walf in which this was done was by emphas1z:|.ng ‘the "American®

’nature of the contrj:b rs and the:.r contributions. Black Jazz was therefore
dubbed "D1x1e1and" {
v, Afrlcan cultural roots of those in the land bf Dixie who created the' muslc.

The reglonal attrlbutlon drew attention away from the, .

Desplte decelt, punlshments 1n»fllcted, and rewards offered - and less fre- .
_ ) quently dellvered - the effort to create a homogenlzed Protestant Brltlsh-Amerlcan
v culture had only limited success. Open assertlons of ethnic:.ty emerged on ; w1de
. b@s in the 1960s. Blacks looked to the:Lr still v:Ltal ethnic characterlstlcs 1n
a sea.rch for identity w:Lthout which the1r push for true equallty co d not be sus-,
tained.” White ethmcs, “the ch;ldren and grandchg.ldren of 1mm3.grants, undertook an-

analogous quest but were somewhat more secure in thelr "Amerlcan" status while

ik " 3 lseeklng' o assert and wnderstand their ethm.c backgrou.nds. . ‘ -

D At - ) ’ . A " ' ,:
. AChmva’ B L e -
- > To be a "um.versal man" is to be a full- 1nd1vlaual. .._T,p be an individual is. o

to be, first, an express1on of one's culture accordﬂl@ to deflnlte determlnant"s of .
tlme, place, and' clrcumsj\ance. Second anllndlvz.d al expresses his culture accord-
,\f ing to his power to 1ncorpora.te that culture and the world beyond it wlthln hlmself ’
- - \transform 1t and communicate it, Dante, Petrarch, Boccacclo, Machlavelll, Leonardo, J
- M.'Lchelangelo, Bott:.celll, Raphaelo, and Cellini were as Itallan as could be 1n the:Lr
language, values, ma.nnerlsms, biases, and in %belr creatlons. As they became great
they and their works did not become less Italian but more S0, Similarly, Beethoven .
. and Kant remalned ethnically Gexman and enrlched German ethnicity. It .was pré-
c:.sely through the:Lr e'xtraord:.na.r} development of German charactera.stlcs that thEy
enrlched the world. ,Could we 1mag:..ne a Ch:.nese 1n the early nlneteenth century

"wm.tlng Beethoven 8 symphonles,‘ or a seventeenth century Engllshman pamtlng the
. Slstlne Celllng" Is it merely colncldental that in the elghteenth c¢entury the
'Crltlgué' of Pure Reason was written in Germa,ny ‘and not. 1n ngerla" Converpsely,

could we :Lmaglne one of Kant's German con'temporarleS creatlng ngerlan sculpture® :

o - AN

People contrlbute somethmg progresslve and perhaps even t.uneleSS to humanlty

, as they develop the best in’ thelr own cultural background. Bvery man is a microcosm .
o3 . P . oy
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of his nation and his tlme- whether those’ external 1nfluences or.higs own pecullar

makeup are declslve in h1s creative vubput is an 1nd1v1dual matter. In no J.nstanCe,

however, are they entlrely separable. I believe that a person can best _understand,

' apprediaite; and contribute to the world if he best understands himself in his pal-
pable living reallty, which obviously includes his ethnic characterlstlcs. .As a, |
proponent of llberal educatlon, b 4 therefore draw the corollary that our systems of =
formal educatlon have a pos:LtJ.ve reSponsle.llty to aid students in know:.ng them-

' selves and the:.r own native world. Instead, most American educatlonal ‘theories
follow the Enllghtenment tack.‘ .As Michael Novak has put 1t, they try "bo -indoc-
trinate one into 'universal! experience, hﬂetterh, high’er,\ mor;e real than one's own.

-There it is, out there: culture. Put: it on. Cover your nakedness.with dt."

"The blindness toward, and even contempt of, the~ cultures in our mJ.dst by pro- ’
fessors and teachd_'s accounts for a good part of a sorry 1rony. Desplte the i’act
that more people than ever hefore are exposed to a humann.tles educatlon taught at
record high levels of schoollng, we llve in a tlme of wldespread g g anong our
) populat::.on. The term connotes more than just almlessness, or anx1ety, or boredom. '
As develoged by Em:.le Durkhelm, anomJ.e is a socJ.al, psychological, and. moral condi-
tion in wh:.ch a person s opportunltles for self-reallzatlon are cancelled by an

absence of ceﬁaln prerequ1s1tes for 1nd1v1dua11ty. The requlrements are composed
. of a network of social and psychologlcal re1at:t.ons between people. ‘I'hese BYe .
value-laden relatlons' among the most meortent of these are ethnlcally Condlt::_oned

poss:.blllt:.es and limits. _ : IR N
- t Lo M . . ) . AN .

aré formed. Cut off from all value connections, he lives the most unbearable of
all human condltlons, nihilism. Part of the failure of the humanities discipline
results sfrom belng out of touch with the core of people's lives. The fallacy of
universal culture~ presupposes universal 1ns1ghts and feellngs. Education does not
. relate these to the conditions of students' lives. One need not minimize the

brotherhoocl of man in order to acknowledge distinct natlonal dlfferences. o

.
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‘I‘he s‘pectre of anomle is & greater threat today than the purlst's fear of

\popular tastes becomlng supreme law., In fact the 1rrelevance of our humanities )

" education actually leaves the way clear, by default for undeveloped popular values
to become supreme. Dréad of anomle is forcing many away from the illusion of a
) malnstream cu\ture free ‘from ethnlc or other 1nfluences. If the novement is to be

toward a Soclety that is plurallst rather than merely fragmented, it must be gu.lded
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’I‘he person suffering anomie is bereft of the very stuff of which\_hu‘m‘an meénl‘thgs .
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by our educatlonal efforts. Ethnlc progmams seem to}Ee partlcularly oorruptlble.

one must constantly guard agalnst their’ belng put to the serV1oe of individual egosv————

One trouble with today s. education is that 1t demands that sﬁudents, even
younger pupils, transcend their ethnlc and class boundarles whenr they aren't’ even

aware»of where the boundaries 11e or”What terrltory is w1th1n ‘them! Ethnic studles :

1n prlnclple are not antlthetloal to a 11hera1 eduoaolon, cosmopolltan values or
universal culture. On the contrary, educated ethnicity is necessary to the fulfill-
\ “ " ment of these 1dea1s' they must be rooted 1n real life to be meaningful. John’ Dewey
;:_ ;‘ said that no matter how pollshed their bgo? 1earn1ng, people who are merely schooled
' *are not truly educated. In his Demo;;agy}and Educatlon (1916), Dewey explalnjd*

- . . - Thete is the standlng danger that the o =
R . ’ ~ material of formalylnstruotlon will'be - \ - ‘ N
’ ' *  * merely the subjett  matter .of the schools, "\) . ‘\\\
» 1sb1ated from the subject matter of life- L
e . experience.... Thus we reach the ordinary s
notion of education: the netion which ’
e Lo ignores its social necessity and its identity -
. : e . with "all human association that affects con-_ .
scious life, and Whlch identifies it with. - : Lo
s ‘imparting 1nformétlon aggzt remote matters - .
. .. —and the conveying of ledrning through verbal '
‘ signs: the acquisition -of 11teracy. ) 2

3

»"',".

IR
. N . r -
-

P et . If the’symbollo learnlng of which Dewey wrote is part of full educaxlon,°1t
i ' mst be. "fused" with ethnic and other oultural "myths," to use the expresslons ‘of

-Henry Nash Smith. ‘ : . .

Ethnic studies may serve two salient‘educational goals of humanistg and social
scientists - the contlnqlty of 11fe and instruction- from life's records. In The i
Great Chain®of Be1ngy(1936), A, O. LoveJoy cogently summed up the ratlonale of both

deeotlves in a way that 1s directly reiévant to ethnlo studles. % .
. . ) S\
Y : < © The adequate reqord of even fhe confdslons y
R ¥ " of vur forebearers mdy help, not only o .. - .
~ clarify -these confusions, but to engendér g we .
< . a salutary doubt whether we are wholly Q' oy X T
immne from'different but equally grest ~ -+ '
. confusions. For though we have more LT - ,
- S empirical information at our disposal, we ' o -
o : have not different or better minds; and s
Lt is, after all, the action of .the mind '
4 upon facts that makes both philosopmy and
- . stience - and indeed, largely mekes the, . y
", - ' "facts 1. N - N
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N have encouraged the growth of an 1nfatuatlon
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The Humanist_as Witnes ‘ K

Bulldlng upon these thoughts, Roy Harvey Pearé@yd;bte an excellent essay -
called "Gesta Humanorum. ‘Notes on the Humanlst as Witness" (in Daedalus, Sprlng
1970) I belleve it is valld to apply Pearce s words to the student of ethnlc
studles, in “that he: -

gradually comes to grips with his past
v : _in all it paradoxes, confu51ons, and
follies, and léarns-to accept himgelf, : ° A
and so perhaps, to redirect himself,
building his future more 1nte111gént1&
dnly if he accepts his past dnd knows

1t genuinely and authentlcally as ‘his own .
can he be free. oo ;

A . il

% .

T know of no'schodl within.any behavibral science.foday that does not acknowl-

.cdge the infdepth; rootéd, integrated essencge of psychological, moral, and social

meanings. An alienated humanist:ig, I maintain, a contradiction in terms. And

T there ig no aliehation horé virulent than that of theﬂperson who has not come to

_ terms‘with hlS ethnic qualltles, and those of others, in an 1nformed, dlSClpllned

educated,way. , . ’ T

.
A\

Yet there is re51stance to ethnic studles. Records§ Bf some ﬁrograms are brought
forth to support the contention that they in fact lead to parochlallsm ‘and chauvmn- _‘
ism, to separatlsm and polarlzatlon of groups, and to contempt for academlc standards

“of scholarship and truth. For example, John H, Bunzel, President of Callfornla State

University, San” Jose, in the January 14, 1974 issue of The Chron;glg of Higher Edu-

_cation wrotes j .

I3

" at their worst many ethnlc studles programs

. with ethnicity that is socially divisive... ..~ .

. e which amounts”to nothing less than a regressive .
sunderlng ‘of the unity and objective' character L o

. - .7+ '+ of Kndwlédge...a movement sustaineéd /by the .
N argument that tribalism is' really wndistin- . e
TR - guishable from pluralisms... - , ' -

’

Gentle Hands of Charlatans

- ‘ » i

-

" From my study of ethnic studles programs, I recognlze that there are many such
examples of ethnic studies "at their worst." But I hold that one of the maJor
reasons for this has. been entlrely‘unnotlced and, therefores; uncorrected. Stlll

under the spell of the profoundly false myths of the Dnllghtenment "unlversal man"

and nat1v1st meltlng\potoculture, efucators and scholars have shunned ethnlc .atud*es.~

/

. N - -




Thus, b ;1 default, they have left ethnic studies oftem in the hands of academic

charlatans, educational imcompetents, and polltlcal opportunlsts. The reluctange

. of many college admlnlstratOrs and trusteeg to challenge the opportunlsts has made R

. tions, or celebratory exercises, educators and scholars will have evenr less to do

- with them. The vicious cycle must be broken and ethnic studres set more in the

. they J’dge to be valuable in théir own ghd other ethnlc_groups. Théy may galn some

— " 7" Ta-principle this dusl commitment mighft bel

it even easier for.them to control and hence debase ethnic studles from the start. .

“As these programs are seen .on cambqses around the country as mere political usurpa-

hands of genulne scholars and,teachers, and linked to a broader cultural perspec-

s

tlme. For this to happen, educators in the humanities and social sciences must

Ibecome actively 1nvolved:w1th ethnic studles.

- . N N . Py

Creatlve ethnic studles programs use an ethnlc background as a- polnt of depar-

‘ture/;Ather than as "proof" of "worth." dlsclpllned 1nqu1ry and reflectlon,

. students may enrich thelr lives Wy bulld ng upon those cultural characterlstlcs

1nS1ght ko how cultures and personal 1dent1t1es are formed. A student learns tb“

understand other groups through the methods of analogy. When the student gccepts -

‘his own. ethnlc heritage, he may be able to help shape the synthesls of’ contrlbutlons .

v

from varlous other ethnic groups. ’ - . . .o oo

a

We need ‘to regect both the superflclallty and chauvinism of asslmllatlon as -
well as the parochlallsm of ethnocentrism. In the artlcle citéd earlier, John ngham

writes of an ideal of "plurallst 1ntegratlon" for American soc1ety.

B
‘

In contrast to the 1ntegratlon1st model, \
it will not eliminate ethnic boundaries. =

N - But neither will it maintain them intact.

It will uphold the validity of a commorr: culture,
. to which all individuals have access, while
. ot sustaining the efforts of minorities to
‘ preserve and epnhance their own integrif, . ) .

fet by distinguishitig between boundarijes - ' sy
vand nuclei, Noethnic group under thege RPOPLL
térms can have the support of the genetal ! .
scommunity in strengthening 1ts;boundar1es. B

. ) E A11 boundaries are understood to be permeablec oL Y

. . Ethnic nuclei, on the other hand, are respected MJj“ ' ’yﬁ /r
o “as enduring centers of social actlon. If self- . At
. 'preservatlon requires, they may claim exemption e T
e from certain universal rules, as the Amish now '
o do from the school 1aws in some states.

©e

s
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Creative Ethnicity
"The quality of our future depends on which way we turh; toward creative eth-
nicities informed with the spirit of humanism -in & society of integrated pluralism,
back to the specious melting pot, or toward the myopic, chauvinistic ethnocentrisms
censured by Bunzel and others. As a corollary, the dlrectlon we take wlll be in-

fluenced Ef/}he polleles and actions of educators and scholars, sohools and univer=-

F
}n.r N

81t1es. -4

’Well conceived programs of ethnic studles would 1nv1te people of all ethnlc
;’/ backgrounds to partlclpate at all stages of scholarshlp and teaching, subJect solely
3 to their qpaliflcatlons as scholars, teachers or students, Where more than one

interpretation of events or cultural tradltlons flourlshes all 1nterpretatlons

‘programs should stress not only understandlng of a partloular group but also 1ns1ght
1nto other groups and the relations between them. Indeed, the 1dent1ty of each
group only becomes clear when' compared with those of others.

; . iﬁhnlc studles programs should aim to build a cultural plurallsm gxet is genu=
1;  inely creatlve, rather than a pluralism of isolated groups, 1gnorant of and callous
' towards others. Aboye' all, ethnic studies should adhere strictly to the hlghest
stan&ards of scholarshlp in research and respect for truth that are abs_lute re-

qu;rements for true educatlon, in the best sense of the word. g

- -

. - .
. RN * . ° ¢

e

should be considered on their merlts, as in any other area of study.‘ Ethnic sfudies .
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) ethnlc\groups in the cities and the efforts belng made‘to deal with |

SAMPLE ETHNIC STUDIES PROGRAMS (1974) -

' The descriptions of these courses are included
as exemplary samples and not as current offerings.

Ethaic' and Immigrant History T,

y I

,

This course is designed to cover the follow1ng toplcs. the .
history of 1mm1gratlon, the -19th century Buropean background' the .
"0ld Immigration" (1820-1890), “including Germahs, Swedes, Norwe-

‘ gians, British, Irish;'the "New Imnigration" (1890—1920), includ-

1ng the Slovaks, Itallans, Jews, Finns; detalled ana1y81s of
American Slovaks as one example of’ the "New Immlgratlon "

3 : o Department of History
T B . .. Dr. Mark Stolarik
' ; - The Cleveland. State
University
Cleveland, Ohio'

‘ American Urban Bthnic Politics _ - _ ,"; k ’ -

Thls cédurse w111 examine ethnic polltlcs in Amerloa, especlally
-what 1s belng called the ™iew ethnic polltlcs," the renewed con=
sclousness of racial, rellglous, and national orlgln dlfrerences l
and its polltical organization. We will cons1GEr American urban
ethnic poiitics in three ways: 1., through examlnatlon of the
makeup and history of four major ethnic groups - white Catholic
ethnics, Jews, Blacks, and the Spanisn-speaking, 2. 'through'exami-
natlon of the ethnic factor in national polltlcs, 3. through

examination of problems and conflicts that have developed among

these. ~ : RN
- _5 . Department of Government
N ’ .o - i ., Drs Mary Hamna
. o - Cornell Unlvers1ty ;
o - . ‘ ' ) Ithaca, New Xork 14850
e U R S (607) 255-1000
. i . ) . .. . N ,»“,‘ s ..
. . >
3,} » Y * ) -~
~ . ']-5




Racei;Ethnicrtv, and'Urban Migrationé ' o

PE ThlS course is to dnclude the followi s definitions of race . L
- and ethnicity; the causes\;ndqéetterns of urban migrations; the o :
- culture of migrant grouPS° the impact of urban migration on family
S~ structure and rellglon, economlc adgustments- education;. ethnlolty .
L] - .
~ and organized labor' urban polltlcs, psychologlcal conSequences of N
groupememoershlp. o B . ( : K "_ g
, o . ' . , . , —
. ) . , Department of Urban Studies
_ - , . .- and Social Planning
S : : ’ Dr. Steven Diner: .« Co
- ‘ . ] Federal City College T
. O < ’ - Washlngtonﬁ D.C. o -
“ " Th Greek Expgrlence in the‘Un1ted~States. N . 'l ﬁA“i}‘
1890 to the Present . _ ) ' .
e - : ' o RN S
\\ Thls course studies the factors leadlng to mlgratlon, tﬁe confllcts 'e~&,ﬁﬁz(
i . cxeated by the new soclety, the malntenance of ties (Bultural, pOllthal,[ IR
; " religious) with Greece° and the 51gn;f1cance of the fallures and.successes Tk s
of a331m11atlon.., L. x%‘: \“5. ‘ : ' )
S ’ - ‘¢ %, w1~ | Special Programs = !
e . st Lo . ' _Dr.’ Joanna Karvonides NKosi
L N . ) «\' co i The City University of
T - . o L, T - New York NIV
T , L ~ "+ . -New York, New York o
‘Irish Studies = - ., T ‘ o
. N ‘ R ; . f * Y
: The ‘course is to include the study of the Irish language, as\well ‘
- as the body of myth, legend. and folklo*e - and Gaellc,folk mus1c and
“dance - which developed along WEth it oger the centurles. But one of ot
" the most 1mpoftant and least exPlored areas of knowledge w1th whlch gg
N “y the program, will concern 1tself is that enconpassing the complex ex=- '

‘perience of thg Irlsh in Amperica. There are some 20 000,000 of them -
a greater diaspora than that of the Jews - who can trace their blood )
~ lines 1mmed1ately or remotely, back to an Irish begunnlng. They are
outnumbered in this country only by Americans of English and German '
descent 1n;that order, thcngh in New York City and environs the prd—

portiong are probably reversed and the balance tipped in favor of

ﬁ" ¢ the Kmerican Irish. Though, they are tﬁe third largest ethnic group




g . s - e
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in our somety, 'bhe .Amerlca.n II'lSh ~ with the except:.on of. cer‘baln
outstandln\l\ndﬂ.vn.duals héce John Kennedy or Bugene O'Nelll - have
- récelved scant attentlon from sfudents of that soc:.ety. ‘I.’he program

* in Irish Studies w111 be especially concerned to remedy thls neglect.
‘ : - L

- +
PR .

’f, L . e e T Department of Irish Studies ~ ° °
' . R . ) ’ Prof. Kevin Sullivan' ~ ,
4 ’ ( ’ ; . Queens College of the .- "~
IN * - 5 . . City University of '
- ’ . » ) New YQrk
) - ' ' R ‘ ‘ ‘m. \, &
i _t»Italian-American Studies - ;

IR

' Itallan-AmerJ.ca.n Studies p?ag.rams should offer courées in vamous
humanltles‘and”’soclal science dlsclpllnes, e. ge hlstory', soclology, o e

économlcs psychology, Ttalian ‘and Amerlcan 11terature, art music,

po’.thJ.cal s¢ience, and phllosophy.

-

"’n addition, a varlety oi‘ ad hoc educatlonal programs mlght be -

PR

offered. Thése could 1nclude conferences, semlnars, and symposia. ’ Ll ’
Finally, speclal liaison and service actlvrbles w:.th the Itala;an-

. American commum.ty at large’ should be arranged. T -

[N

Some praposed courses. for a. prog'ram of Ita,llan-Amerl 4 Studies C

ares cJ,nema of Italy, the Itallan-Amerlcan in Amerlcan medla (mclud-
{ng fllms, radlo, telev:.s:.on), Amerlcan-Itallan economlc relations;

5

‘ 1mam=s of the Itallans-Amerlcan in Amerlcan htefa%’a-re' 11tex'e:bu_ce by .

I‘u,llan-Amerlcans, the Itallan-Axnerlcan in Amerlcan 'hlstory, Roftan ‘ R
: contrlbu‘blons to Anglo-American law, hls‘dory of Italian phllosophy
. . . ’
and pohtlcal thought PR - - .7 . - o~
. : . - oL Itallan-Amerloan Studles
e . ' - ) o < . Dp. Richard Gambino . ‘
o A I L - " ‘Queens.College of the . I -
' PR .. oo T L Clty Unlversn.ty of
3 e . . . ~ o
- i . . S New York -
i N R =T R N , i R .
Slav:.c-Amem.can Herlt%e Course "‘ e ' S ’ - ‘

_ This course is.a survey of .the Slav:.c—Amer:.can Hemtage. T4 L b
- * attempts to exp];ore the ha.s‘cory of Slav:.c-Amerlcans, their cul’cu:calff e
‘ con’ﬁrlbutlons to the growth oi‘ Amerlca, and the current \soclal P >,

p:coblems of Slav1c-AmerJ.cans. The course will encompass all Slav:.c e

sp,eal:smg groups in this oountry (Croa,tlan, Czech, Bulgaman, Pohsh,

<

N oL, . -~

. Lwot . . ,
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Slovak, Russian, Ukrainian to name j_ust‘_a few) afd will include
a brief history df Slavs in the United States ‘frgm garly seven-
teenth ceﬁtuxy to\ ’che> present. It wil] stress the str{zgé'le fof
surv:.va]: in the New World, ag well as.emphasize the partlclpatlon -
of Slavs in the Amerlca.n 11fe and. their role in Amemcan history.
" culture, customs and hlstorlcal contr,lbutlon oi‘ Slam.c-AmerJ.cans,q
and exanu.ne partlcularly the problems of 1dent1ty and asssimlatn,on

facing the young generatlon. An outlme of the course follows: ‘

I.- Early, Slav1c Immlgra.nts '£0 Amerlca (Colonla.l Pemod)

- . Eag
.

HJ.sto:rlcal Background. Slavic natlcna,ll’cles in F.}u:c'ope,

general characteristics of Slavic emlgra,tlon

: .

B. First immigrants: Croatians in North Carolma‘ Polish
insnigrants (1608-1776), Bohemla.n (Czech) 1mm1g:ra.nts
(1633-17T6)3 other Slavic naﬁ:.onah.tles (Slova.ks, _Russians,

+

A T

: Ukraa.nlans, etc. )

e o M\.au- R e e =

'_ And flnally, it will attempt to, develop an appreclatlon of the -

. S Slav:.c Immgrants in the U.s. After 1776 © -

",;., A H:!:Stol;‘lcal 'Ba.CKground, ! ) . L |

3

'B. Characteristics of Slavic population

6. Economic, social and religious conditions ] -

.- #D, Education

< - .7 ~

B. Slavic literature and- the press’ . 7 AN
&, I~
111, 'Speclal Fea‘bu.res oo RELL . .
b : N
. A. Slavs in the American wars = . . ' ”

- > i ”

B. "’ Pélii;icazl and community irivolverent .

C. . Preservation of ethnic heritage

élavic American Studies

) . - - Prof. Peter Goy ° .
. - . City Gollege of New York
"o — - . * New York, New York
T . SR . (212) 621-2563
4 » <
y 18. !
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- RESOURCE CMERS

A

What fbllows is a ]:ist of resources from whic}i to draw'in the

‘field of ethnleity and multicultural educatlon.

' -(%5)7475%@

Cross—Cultural Soutnwgest
Ethnic Study Center

University of Texas ab -
El Paso -~ Box 1%~

El Paso, Texas 79968

..B. Anthony Kruszewsk:. .
Co—InvestJ.gator

‘l‘h:.s is a small ' ) ¥
and somewhat random list within a rap:.dlyx cha.nglng area of knowledge, h % v
but perhaps several of these leads w:.ll prov:.de access to an ex'pandlng ‘j'
[etwork off ideas and actlvﬂfles. ) ~ ' T T
' Bald® Institute - - - “Phillip F. Mooney RS
® 1627 Fidelity Building st Assistant Librari .
' 123 South Broad Street . ' . R )
, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19109 A é"%ﬁf .
- (213) 985-8138 S
‘. Center fo"?’ Immlgraﬁ;lon Studles o Rud.olph Vecoli. - N o .a;,
7925 ‘Sather Street : * _ Director . R
5 . St. Paul, Minnescta 55‘113 ‘ . inl : \;f. . :
o (612) 373-5311 [ , A T
" Center for Migration Studies - S. M. Tomasi ) ' - = R
209 Flagg Place Director:-, ; N . '
. Staten Island, New York 10304 Cow T '
(212) 351-880C - . : . B T
Center for Polish Studies - Robert Geryk . . ‘ ;
St. Mary's College - ' _ Director L :
Orchard Lake, MJ.chlgan 48033 Y . )
(313) 682-1885 Y o : :
Center for Pu.erto Rican Studies " Frank Bonilla- ’ .
- AL +la 03 4 TIn nat drr AL Nor Vn-nlr RNireotar
. WL UilS VJ.UJ UAI.LVU-LDJ-UT UL AIG" LA AL O U UOUL ""‘\_
. 500 Fifth Avenue, JRoom 930,- - . S = R
R . New Yoxk, New York 10036 ) c
" * (212) 354-5410 - ~ . .
. : ¢ v ‘
: Center for the Study of " Andrew M, Greeley -
* Amerjcen- PIuralism ° " Director o .
National OpJ.nJ.on Regearch 'C .
University &f Chicago d T
-6030 South Ellis Avenue E i
' Chicago, Illan:LS 60637 : . . e
(312) 684-5600 A .
Center For Urban Ethnography Ervmg Gof fran .
*  University of Pennsylvania- - Dell Hymes. S -
Philadelphia, Penmsylvarid 19104 - John' F. Szwgd R
« (215) 594-5607/08." - Directors ;. : :
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‘ Department of - Amerlca.n Stud:.es ] Seymour .dutzky - ' -
! Moore Hall 324 .  ‘®:Chairman R e 4
) .. University of Hawaii,af Manoa . - ST
LU . +-¢1890 Eagt-West Road . o ' B B
' “Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 ” . , : o o
. ' - (808) 948-8570 - . I . L
et e Ethnic Heritage Affaizs Inst:,tute» Jaa.paul : e T L
AR 1260 South 15th Street “President -~ ~ R
R - * Phrlade hia, Pennsylvanla 19102 - .. . .. ] )
: . (215) 545-6600 ' N . LN
Ihstltute for Seviet and ,Eastern Mlchael S. Pap

oy Eutopean Studies L ‘Director - * - L
AL T *" . John Carroll University o , RS
¥ ] « Cleveland, Ohio 44118 . . : - R

(216) 491-4911 N P IR

o ) B -~
> .

‘ Institute on Fast Cen‘hral Eu:r:ope ’ A.n@rew . Cordler . o
N .. "' Columbis University . ° “Dean i L
" S s . 420 West 118 Street. --» N ey S St

o .. New York, New York 10027 ~ - ° . T
LT e e (212) 280-4627 - C DA
_.... ‘ " N TnfemeléegzateemW%ﬂmmrempoelr i - ‘-ﬂ—h—-
- . s - Ethnic Studies .  Daniel Weinbeyg N R
A o a Cleveland State Un:.vers:.‘b;y ¢ Directors . " R R

1)

* . - BEast 24th & Euclid Avénue ] R i ...
S v ".Cleveland, Ohio 44115 _ o : _— S
S . 21%)} 687-2000. .. . . -~ ‘ R

3

‘Iibrary . ) : ’ . Mart:.na ’I‘ybo::

f‘. S ) R \'Slé‘ s of 5SS, Cyril and Methodlus ‘ S’ister .,

" \&Lila Sacred Heart ' -~ - St R S . RS I
o "D 1ley PennsyIvanla 17821 - e LT, e
. (71f), 275-3581" " . - . - S P oy
.r-é; . "' . , . ] ) o .

> »’ ' ’ @onal Center foa: Urban Ethnic " . Geno Baroni = .. R

. . “", Effajrs - @ . + . - Director .- .. . RN

~‘ - f408 Bighth Streety N.E. + : ‘

- . "Washington, D.C. 20017 ‘e S R Cot R

5 t o Keo2) 529-5400° - .+ s : L oo

. Natlonal “th.nlc Studles Assembiy Ra.chard Kolm .7 o

“P.0, Box 1335 - - e Pres:.dent PR .

: ~-'¢  Catholic University’ oL o ' C.
.. - ™ % Wadhingbon, D.,C, 20017. T ., & . Vo e e

Y (202) 635-5470 . - R N e s
. : o ﬁ.‘ ) R . 't

. Nationél Project on E'l;hni\c Ameri'ca T:cv:mg M Lev'lne )
American Jewish Commjttee’ Y Dn:ector ’
‘New York, New York 10022 - .. . ° -

(212) 1514000 > 0N e o C
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New York Centerarforr Ethn;c A:Efa::rs : Ralph »Efexrotta o S Z‘”‘{flﬁ
31 West 4% Street” . o0 0T . Dlrecto:c IR

“New York, Néy Yogk 10336 ;s IR £

. (212)‘;354-'&540 o L g

e

""f;.c Northwest Alnﬁt:.tu'bef ol
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