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' In order to commemorate the Bicentennial Celebration the South
East Michigan Regional Ethnic Heritage Studies Center has committed
itself to'thg, publicstion o sevelal cultural project’s which will help ,

.young people better Lmde stand their ethnic American background

LY
»
”~

1

L N e
- This, handbc}ok) was c mpiled by. Béverly Simpkmﬁ, a. teacher in
* the Detroit Public/School System. It will serve as a guide,to other-

teachbrs who wish to provide their students with an understanding

. of their American.,heritag.e » : . . d

. o e " 9
[ 24 . [} -

Through the use of creative and thought-provoking projects the '
kookKle provides valuable direction for teaching the elementary school
child about his ethnic rocts, as well as giving information -about, .

* ' migration patterns. The appreciation of,other €thnid'cultures is . , .,
egpecially facilitated by the culmirating actiwity o the book, the - ° ¢
+ ethnic .festgvaI in the classroom or gchool. N
= o - - . R - -
K’?‘ " The background material and activities arranged in a concise C o :

and eagily~read forn;at are avaikable for immediate use by a busy “’ .
teacher, Ms, Sinipkins dlso includes a bibiipgraphy which will

s assist the teacher who wishes furthexrix’rférmation. : .
k'o'\ ) . . . : :. ) . -. . 5 . L] .' A, 11'
! : ° ) ' } v ? .. ) } \ ¢ >
N - T . ’ Ioanne Bock . : . .
N v o ~ ' .Editor of Culturalf‘l"-'rojectsl .
. . e "« South Ea*‘t Michigan Régional
BN -, . Ethnic Heritage Studies Center "
/ \,‘ - ) R v . (A : o
LN ' :
- -~ v . , ‘ ‘ - " 7 Ty .
. “ hd ' -~ A
. : . £t [] » . N -
L ) ,-" £ e ‘ . *
. Q [ . N ? :l‘.} d
About the . . ’ , ’
3 Beverly Simpkins has been on the teaching staff of the Ferry School ‘s

«' in Detroit Michigah,, £or the Jpast year and ,a .half She teaches in the

. platoon sy stem and has. taught both science and spciat studies on the

{ Jfourth, fifth’ and sixth grade levels. Prior to this, she taught at

++ Baich School for six and one-half years. *She is a graduate of ago
State University, and received Ner early education in the Ch ’cago .

Public Schools. SHe and herhusban‘d currently reside in the' Detroit area. j‘
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Amtenca is a country. made up of mony d;verse group:, each havmg an -
efhnuc bo?kgrou rich in culture, traditions, and heritage.. During the,
‘more than' twiyhundred years of our counitry’s existence, ﬂ'ee vdriety in'
"our backgrourd has gra y become less obvious because of stress on the  * .
_melting pot theory wh;é:rl':s attempted to create an amalgamated, "Amerfcan"
<:ulfu:~e.z Although each grasp has contributed to' this merging: of culfures,
individual contributions of each el‘hmc .group -have been overlocked. Many
* people don't know the origins of foods thiey eat, hohdoy customs they
enjoy, words, they use. In short, they don't know d'great dedl obouf thelr
own or theur neughbor srethnic bockgrounds. . v
3 .

America was plonned buuli‘ and settled bymany different peoples,
yet those who have written rouf history in the past did not coﬁsuder,j'hls L ,
an important. factor, America is a and of many sities,. each unique and * .
housing a multitude of peoples whes. plans, hopes,, dreoms,. and hard work

»
-
- . 'Y

w?nf-mfé theit foundation, Yét; little import has been given fo this fact =" - ,

fhe vosf ‘amount of written mqferlcl pn the, hlsfory of American cities.

As fhe eve of Amenca s two-hundredth bnrfhday approoches, many ‘L)‘

whp are concjrned about Amefi ca’s-future beheve that it is time to

‘oJ lecm .about the ethnic harrfq/e of Amar:oa, ifs cities and people. It

L

is hoped thab fhrougb Ied\rg, people will develop a new pride,in- them=~ _
selves, who they are, where they come from, and what they have confrl-

: bufed to lLhls country. . .

.

- The F‘rsf place to hegin a senoqs study of ethnicity is in“the ciﬁs— - o

. room, The intent of this booklet is to provide teachers with suggeftions .,

and ideas,of various dctivities they cap do with students to aequaint them

" with the efhnlc heritage of fhelr cauntry, their cily, and fhemselves, o

»
4

Thée suggestions and udeas can be modified or cd|usfed to fiteach >
individugl ¢lassroorh $ituation and feachmg style. “Specifiqinformation,
regarding foods, music, dance, cystoms, holidays, dress, language, s
religion, history, famous people, ‘etcy, of individudl ethnic groups has
bfen omitted because of the sheer volume of this type of material. The

_information in this bdoklet has been simplified so that teachers and sfudents

can explore certain aspects of ethnic ‘culture for the particular grovp
under discussion. “These suggesflon.. dre:merely ways to utilize this infor-
mohomconcemmg ethmc groups in the school or classrogw snfucmon.

‘
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e This is not intended as a
" or clags in efhmcsh)dnes, These are only suggeshoni’&'nd ideqs which”
may be mcorporafed as pdrt of a school's program Mdiene\/er hma or need
-permits. Many of them,can be used in the homeropniior self’*—confamed
classroon as'pcr} of a réading or s c:;ﬂ studies lesson, They, mlghf aiso,
be ysed as-school p, jects, -In any gvent, fhéy‘ all have, the. dim of helping
art %Iemer\im:y school chnid appreciate his her:tage qnd fmduhon. B
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Bef re any- sugmf‘ cant prog'ess égn be rnade mvolvmg. efhnic studles,
it F necessary‘ to delve into some of the fqz_cfors that. identify a person as

belenging to an ethnic 'group., Students should be made aware of: the fact, ..

that ali peoplein Amerig¢a came from somé place else nﬁny years agb,
"and that, genemlly, the part of the world their ancestors qame frém
detérmines thesr efhmac group:

“
. .. .
% . -

; WHO AM | - WHERE DID F COME FROM?. j

' The following assignment ||lusi'rafes the ccncept for fhe chald that
all Americans ongmafed at some fime- from: -another. part of fbe world

] M -
L4

- .
. 4 M

*
- ~
. P « .

e . .
. . 4
.

. .. oG .., o

- -
] ® - 4 «e .
" . .

’ Ha\le sfudén'fs cuf out pictures of varivus k'inds of peopl'e from

> .

mogazmes ahd old neWspapers. On 9 large map of the world

3

_paste fhe plcfures orffhe conhnenis from whlcﬁ fhe people Lt
Ve -
. ortheir ancestors came (Bhncks on Africo', Qi'ienféls on 'Asia, B

.
.

Caucasians on Europe, Indians on North Ameyl cg, etc.) This

» L4 ‘ v
- —' ' .« - LH

can be dorie mdwtd’uclly oras a group. As you work with the stu-

dents, dlscuss fhe placement of people and _the vorrefy of peoples

- .

&
they see around fhem (on television, out shopp;nn, in’ tha movies, ,

. Q
'Hav,e the children observe fhatpnly,lndions are placed in

[ [

etc.).
Norttr Amenca buf they see many dlff’erenf people around ther ..

- R

Wnere dld fhey come from?* .

Kt
Uy

o4
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. S S!udénfs‘ <an aisc be encouraged to discuss wil'h their b&ren.fs
Y l’ . £

"~ . S *

- :‘Q . ) - .
and relatives fheir reépecﬁve efhnic batkgrotir\ds the origin I R

“of their ancestors, -etc. Somp possvble ways in whlch to use+fhis S

+ thems They\'cddld'be placed,on the.map in the aréa where B K .

. of children in the class from one particular ethnic ,g'roup; A

ac&% b;/ usmg stpplementary materials, C e .

PROJECT 2 . .

- . 2 .

.

T mfomahon mlghf lnc!ude- / < ’ X R :

. ' . .

> » .t .
- - - ' PR

Thie;makirig ofumarkers with the child"s name written on . o S

e <« . e

. .
the chtld's parenf's or qncesfors orlgmafed Wit, shoufd be noted .
v ‘ ot
that sorme children can belong to several ethnic groups through N i -

the intermingling, of dlfferenf groups. md that some chlldren . ' S }:

have had arcesfors here so fong that fhey may not be able, I'a .y )

ﬁ'ace fhelr hervfage. -When' stodying geography, a marker . .o

v * - .
. ) . N _

could be hlghhg'hfed when the part of the wotld qhild'g‘ . PN

sy - .y

éncestors came From is featured, If there is a large segient, - £
A ] i ’, TN B i * ": o + '
. g . ‘' . . 2 . ¢ ' .

specml emphcms may be placed on thelr colntry when studying o N

el

;
it. If the s:unh‘y is not a part of the curnculum, it should be, . “‘

» M -

v
K I . (
R
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, W . - PROJECT 3 Ci . .
v . .‘ 9 4 0
Another way to muke cheldren aware “of ﬂne;r ethnic. bﬁcﬁground
. o ' " and at the same hme look’ at th‘fé;r ancestors cmd tbgse people
o - Lo . e
" P ., - v}. . ot .. .. . \
- . - v~ that came.before fhem*ls: o S -
te Bo e ' . e - ‘ s .
ey o ;e . .
":\\{ e : . : . y./\ ' * N L ' —
o A ' : ‘ )
_ ,» ' N He!p fhe studenfs deve!op\ famlly free.\ Much of the.re-
- R - search wm’k has fo be done.at i"lome und w:th fhe he'lp of
? . L ; v ;parenfs. The students' and j:éacher moy tmce the fcmi!y back=
] » * ~ " N : 3
O ' : ground in as much defa:l as they w:sh o; is possnble. It could
\d : P ” . . .
S : " be Ilmlfeﬁ to immediate famlly only and,,#herefere, ortit’ ;5 e
4 . '. : T S ¢
L A ‘ s L rliformohon concerm?g .uncles, aunfs" cousms, dfc. ‘The‘
a ) ‘:/ 3 e s , tudents would make fhe \‘amlly tree and put an |themame of
2. —
. ' tﬁe person, his rekzhok_'lp to. the Famlly, ond where fhe
' . v o persey was bom. If the person was bomn i in fhe s S A.,‘the.
;' r . — - ,efhnic:group or"gro_ups shou!d be inclﬁded; The family’-free
) * '. - .2 . % et .‘ ) * L7 ! . R e ) AN '
e e - might take the fom in this illustiation:” = 7
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« If students have parenfs,,gmndporenis, etc. bom in ahother couniry. , :
" of anofher part of America, they could be asked to find but why the rela= .
““tive left his home fo come here. Researth could c:lso e done fo find.out °
. \hy various ethnic groups came to thé United States ort even closer to the o E
chﬂd s-hoine, the city of Detroit. The followmg Pr0|I cfs afe bn Bffect- Ty,
fve: means for uttlizing this. mformahon. . ‘ ~ .’
ST, Y j‘ g i o . i .,
o4 - \. » , T ;' ‘_, i [ ,,l * 3
;. . I . o ! .
S ’, PROJECT [ . .. L ;
. -t . P . . ' °
) Tﬁ"class is dwnded up into groupé wﬂh 2 053 students in Py v
-. L '/, Rt R
N ecnch grcy\up. Each group selecfs an ethinic group and makes q| ) :
by
sandwuch bodrd usmg nosrer}aoard with some de s:gn orspiciure’ -
M CL R
‘& bn the front to represent ffielr group., (See acCompcmymg i /__.\ - ®
! ) Nl Y v . . ’ . » L4
illustration.) - ) " X : .
. « N - ) . « 1
. el N , " e
’ , . _ - - . * ';’x ]
' . Now the s}udenj's writé a ‘shart story, or poem about the TETSONS = ' l ‘ {'
~ .
their ethhic group .cdr’he to the Umted qui'c-s of to the city. ¢ - .o }! 3
- This would be-an example: = - S, . ‘ '\ ‘ ' ee
¥ ¢ * ) et 2 «
. - ’ - t

| am a Puerto Rié%“ -
| came Tpr the promise true -

To have'd home and d ‘jeb
And enjoy life under the sky blue.

1

1

&

»

A progrcm is ormnged in whichthe chuld receIVes the oppormn ty
4

to tell his story or reql,tg his poem and wears the sign.
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At the end, all the children come together and recite the
. first few lines of the poem on the Statue of Liberty or any poem . .

aboutthe diversity, of. people.in America. . One child may dress

v -

" as the®Statue of Liberty and come ih at the conclusion. This s

can be done on the stage or as two students move from roonito . C - »

LI

«  ‘room,

E'} - ~ . . ‘ -~

Another way to use the ‘information concerning reasons for immigration

tothe USA,is: =~ [
y - PROJECT 2 co T .
. The students could mak,s a list or chart:with the ethnic gfﬁup/ _ .

on one side and the r&asons for immigration on the other side. .

.

The students could be arranged in groups; and the group having -
L oy ' ‘ .
, 7 L
the fmost ethnic groups would recéivea prize, The Kbrary, an ' /
- . ’ \
: & . ,
encyclopedia, or'world history book tay be used to, obtain infor~ -

mation. - After the information is listed, the teacher or studenfs -

o

would make a bulletin bodtd. obtlining the reasons'p'eoigle move

' 7 . . ’ .

from one place fo another. " . ‘ . ;
\ « e ‘ !_. . j ) Ly ‘
. : . .
" ' BRI . L) .
AT Le [y
At certain times in oor history there have been great movements oo .
info the counjtry -of specific ethnic groups. Research could be done .

regarding when there was the greatest inﬂ&;x of certain ethnic groups,

- - ; N . o
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.

where they settled up?n arrival, qnd how fhey were aqcepfed Some "y

pro;ecfs employmg this information might include these: \ Cd ‘ N

) PROJEcr'a' ‘ Py SR
. 3 . '\ ’ . . \ e

™ "‘

Make a ﬂ'ne llne sfcri'mg with: &nerloa s beglnnmg 16\976 afd - St e

ending with fhls year, 1975 Place on the hme lmF, at fhe o,
approprlcfe time, 'the ndme of the efhmc groups that had the . |

. \ “a .
greaitest number of emlgrunts to the ‘United Sfafes durmg that

4 v

hme. Also, note where fhax‘!;\rﬂed Teacher and sfudenfs L.

then write an "Ethnic Hlsfory Bdok of America" whi ch would T

. LY -

lllusfmfe from I776 unhl- the presenf Whlch groups came’ when,

where they setthed, and the reaspn_s which mohvafed them to come
L4 .t . .o . « ’i.

. to the United States, The-sarhe project could be used to-illus-

RN

4

»
1]
>~
P
.
~
. .
.
. N T I U TN, -+ 00 [V

trate-the local athnic make:-up, origins, and distribution in i‘hé:shfe 4

~

- or city ‘of D‘efron‘. , SN

.
s e e W

'4

a
,‘;’
-
>
-
?
.
e

PROJECT 4 . . o

* Local history sourdes can be used by the teacher and students

r'd . * b}
.

in understanding the ethnic chkgrour{d of the cify Old news=-

papers, deeds, Zounty records, mferwéws with ol%‘resxdents
"o |

, can oid i m

cerfsus reports, the library, or any other resou
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the ‘ethnic ghetto, etc.). “The ethnig composition of the neigh=

,

”

-~

.

~
L)

\ L‘ o\«

: ‘A
“was emngrafmg to-the city at the same time, -Thewo may be

the mme. A discussion could be mfroduced empliasizing thé

)

tendency peoplé have to stay ‘fogefher in new sifupfions and’

The fach fhﬁf relatives stay close to one anether could also

be introduced-as a possible topic of discussion at-this ftimez .

.

LN

“»

T
.
»

lf time and. money permit, or are czvurluble, F’eld tri ps could

L3

'

’
K

v

PROJECT 5

3\

. fhr’ouﬁh the' years{+ Studenfs could discu?

r

eqsdns for this

P

pattern of movement of'groups into agd outside ¢f the city

) . ' - ) ‘ ¥14 b 4 . ' - .
movement (better job.opportf@ities, a sense of security within,

- « x . 4
the' envirchiment which in h_fm allows the family to move out of &

borhood at a given fimf could be compfzred to fhe group that

e * \' .
_therefore, creating neighborhoods with an ethnic character.

) "be taken to ne;gjhbo:’hoods wluch still refam some oF fhenr .

efhmc flavor. Exumples in Detroit would be Greekfown,

.\’

&

Homframck, (Polisn),'Cas§, Corridor (Chmese), Chene near Edsel

Ford\ (Yugoslavian and Albunian).

-

*4

PROJECT 6.
Y



in thu;\m&)«‘or city or sfate, in parhcular emnhcszmg T

)

.yhere iurge~m0|on!mes of them live and have | wed An upward

mobilify pgh‘e.m may emerge that i is, the people of this group

.

' ‘mov'e info more affluent areas of the city or suburbs gs they stay

- in America over a period of time. A discussion cénféring on the’
4 R * - .

\‘,«'

reasons for thi$ coyld be s‘ﬁmuldted.' A " Ty

. . y .
o . ‘ P ) . . )
. PROJECT 7° \

»
The sfudenfs use a map  of the world fo defermmecwhich parts of ‘

-~ ,

P \‘

fhe Umfeei States heve large numbers oF cerfam ethnic groups,

Y

_Affer dlscussmg fhe f;ndency of many people fo stay in the '

first place fhey seﬂ'le upon, s-thenfs .can trace the route

ethnic groups probably fool; to gef to America. They can see
“4
that. those from Europe came across the Atlantic Ocean and so T

would most likely be in northeastePUnited States, those from

Asia crossed the Pacific and would protiably be on the west coast,
and Mexicc;ns crossed the Rio Grande and wauld be in the, South~

western states. They, cbuld loock at a census report to see if

their hypofheseo were correct. Many efhmc groups could be _

A A

- - . * *

locafed by country. of origin and placed on an appromrnate point
on the map wheré fhey might-be gxpecfed to have seitled, The

migration from these sections might also.be appropriately dis-

. SRR " . "o
cussed here with special emphasis on reasons for mavement, i.e., ‘ N

better opportunity, proximity fa relatives, ‘etc.
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. PROJECT' 8

r & / ¢
¢ A

Sfudenfs should b7'e aware that rhe move to another culture is .

* very drff’t:ulf. They should olso be aware that-not all ethni¢ '

groups were welcorhed fq{merrca. After dr.,cussmg somé’reasnns

. - L] w
-, - MRV

péople were nor welcomed g;ob compefition, pregud:ce, etc.) rhe

i\ﬁ

- LR *

sfudenfs cou!d whre stories or role play regardmg rhe way it

would feel to be\ a new country

-

.
N .
. r -
.
.
-
/ . . 4
~ » ! » ~ ~
| . .
W | P .
P P
. .

~To get a better idea of how one may feel in a new country without

understanding the langdage, etc,, the feocher.'coui%re a.

- 1
pe?s%h i to, presenf ¥ talk in a foreign language. H d rhen

ask the srudents what he feIN ike when ﬁe did nor kriow wha{ the

person was falkmg obouf.

*+

The teacher could leo take the

students to a part of town they have never visited and lead them

-

..

ow<:y from the soyrce of transﬁbrfahon. )As a group they would

&

fry to f'rd their way back., TI’\IS should be telated, in the child's

mind, toa person new o the ciry, and orrempring o find his way

<

around, Again, dlsgussmn abaut how the C"\lld would feel in y

fhrs srfucf:on ;hould be encouraged. * The sudenrs could

KN

N A » . .
also discuss angd dramatize various srfuaho‘ﬁk in which they

could hel someone new in the counrr;l)by' helping them learn
. : ) g e
English, showing them arcund the néi:;hbbrhood or school, ex-

plair;irig customs, i.e., eating, dressing, and:the sampling of

. “ . " ~ - e
~ ’ ' 3
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. 7 foods. Other kinds-of hypothetical situations could be intro- . Lo ;
. “f . ) o . =, [ . .
. . v . . duced by the teacher for the children to act out, This’is or.e ’ , i
L. . » , . L] )
o . . such examplér s ' SR A : }
] . ', . S * i 4
e N . . 5 . :
: - ? - T | ‘. S ! \\ ‘ 1
* There is a new boy in class from Spain and he doesn't | N . oL ‘
\ * - 4 . “ . y .
. - rknow how to get to the store. What can you do to help? o
\\ (:"’:f | - . - . . . ' ) i ) | 1
\ . There is a new girl in.class from Mexico and Jane doesn’t . i
’ \ . ’ . 5
like.her and is going to fight with her.” What can you i
1 ”~ . , \\ . L]
N " ¢ . to to help? Toma is from Albania and wants to taste a i
, PN K ) . R . i
. | . - . ‘
S hamburger. How can you help? Students, could also dis~ . >~
. : . .
. i . ‘
.o . cuss or list things they could leam from q person that g
’ L3 ’ ' (\\ " . —' * :i
’ was not born in America, ie., knowledge about foods, f!
[ 3 0 .
. ) - language, .dress, cusfomsi, Ca ‘ ot "
. 3 L0 M L
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¢ . -
: _ Other themes for sfudents-fo consa&e,r in stujymg theie bock- .
™ _ ground is the unique language; foods, musie, songs, cloﬂ'\es, '
' dances,, folktales,, holidays, customs, drfs &nd Zrafts, in shori, ¥
T ~. cultural history of each ethnic group. These dgpects of a culture C
\ ’ . should be included in cny'stu%obout ethnic grolps. Ethnic )
’ . festivals aré an excellent.aiid enloyable method for Helping stu- ...
'_" dents learn gbout their and oth;ar groups® cystoms,sand cari be
easily ‘set up as a school prdfect‘ Several rooms can work toget-
N ; ‘her on a fesfival® or one roém cah do it on @ smail scale. -

.
i y . '8 ” ]
s ’ . - *

- * >

’

s ]

_THE ETHNIC FESTIVAL
. One way to approach ‘the festival is for each room (if it is a
school prb|ecQ or committee of four or five students (if only certain
rooms are parhcnpahnga;.to select an ethnic group they wouid like - ~
“to represent. At this fime, it may be necessary to list with the
* students the names ‘of various ethmc‘groups. Thay may be groups
found in your city dnd neighborhood or elsefthere in the cduntry.
° After the ethnic groups havé been chosen, -the students decide how
" they would like to present “their ethnic group to other students, . .
Research will make this aspect of the rroject eusier. The library.
or ethnic orgcmzohons in the city may be helpful at this time. A-
- " local college or‘niversity may be able to provide the class with
information and may even have a student from the coufﬁry of the
ethnic group chosen. The class could perhaps Write to the UN or
UNICEF in New York for further information, These organizations
can provide interesting leads if they cannot aid the classrgom pr0|ect'
N -directly. Some suggeshons on ways tc; presenh your ethnic group ina -
. : ‘mini-festival are included in the followmg actprities: -

s -
L N .
0 - a
« .

Activity |
s T T T
. Demon'strai'e the sengs, instrumental music, and dances of

your group, Play records of the music ‘and songs. l}bve

.

the students draw picturgs of the musical instruments used -

. in the music or make a replica of them. ‘Lzarn g folk song "

.
.

+ andsing it (if possible) in both English and the native’

21 . 11

a. - va N <o




) »
- »

language. . If there is a story behind the song, have students I - .

“ .

.
r 2 ¢ B

. N - ’ . . .
) # L ‘write about it, and/or illustrate it. Learn o folk dance of P
.- » = 'S

PR
v , v s

- d A, -

S the particular chosen group ond
. ' o~ t .

»
.

> #r < -
. . , for the dancers.,

- n

4

-

make ap authentic costume

[
~

.-
« *

-

. o Activity 2

=

-, group.

"/"'/l{z'-‘ !

>

PR ..
.ot ACfiVifY 33 AN

W 1

-

A

of villages, or cities, a local cus

5

or some famo

Prepare angd serve sbme of the foods eaten by,y‘our ethnic

\ P
» N
» " - .
.

T

-

»

us landmark may be depicted on th

. your room., Clothing of the native country, architecture |
il ‘ ‘ : e '

b . f .

t'om,.the\ cetlebrcfing of ~

e mural, Have.

’

) ". Make a mural using'a sheet of paper as long-as one wall of P

.. a holiday, the fational flag, native foods, a naﬁpnu\l. sport,

. * the students write a story explaining what is represented A

\ * - ! . )
. : - ’

-

\ ) ' on the mural, ~ +~ y : , T C
« . a ' R ' - .

N ¢

- Activity 4 '

- : Make dioramas (o scene mude in 3-D féshion in a bax}-ofy e,

scme aspect of your groups' tulture. Any of the things A
' represented on the mural in Activity 3 may also-be made in ;
. a diorama. Students can afso write a story. telling’ about the

.
-
. . «

‘ scene porfrayed, .

ERI 12 .

¢ , \
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ACf'y‘fy 5 . : . . ) - “ #. : . . - ‘Q

’ 4ble, the class could make thie games themselves using .
> -
. . b v

available material, o .
N ‘ i‘, . . d .
. -‘ . ) - .l' . . ) r ' B}

Activity 6 , . . . —_

Dramatize a folk tale Belonging to the heritage of the ethnic .
. ) ar R . . , -

group chosen. . 0 R

L e . - . .

“Activity 7~ . ‘ . .

- e

. Demonsh'ate sonfe of the gqmes playbd by the adulfs and.

chlldren oF a parhcu!ar q'ihmc group. The students could
o -
sut the gamé up m the room ‘aixd play it whlle anoiher child

~

' :explains the game and how itis -piayed. "Many gan’*tef:are

»

" fairly sumple and require very hftle equupment Where poss- N
hJ

) .o l . .*": i ¥
S, . ) s

. B
’ A

_ Demonstrate how some ef the, holidays or festivals are cele~
. ' . . \ h i T
brated by your.group by actually cetebrating it in your room, -
Therefore, "a class might celebrate the Chinese New Year by

making a. colorful dragon body. from several sheefs sawn toget=

her, The head could be made from popaer maché The .
. -

students-might étand under the head and drape the sheets

1
-

around one another. The "Dragon" marches around the room
* ot

, I
while other“studenfs. make noise on drums made of decorated

»

L |




. : ocllmeal hoxes . Have sfudents@:rlfe a shory about the holldcy ‘ “

., 0 ." . '%_}

T - s and encourage one to read it whule the @ers.act it out. A ) o

st . sﬁ;brfsklt could be wmfen ubouf how fhe- fe;hvu\‘gr/ holiday . =«
' ' . came mto bemg or ik celébrgfed cmd pres.enred -

e e B T ) : P

. - . .
A . . -

. . 5. , . . .

. ] Yoo . . . N ot o e ™
N - [ * o " - '
. ’ » X B
. Activity- 8 . ; ) . .
:

L ‘St upa ".Flai! of Fame" of-famous people that belong to the’

. ethmc g‘roup chosen: These people can: belfamcus in fhe& A
I .

R ‘
s v L., . L]

i' ’ . ™ . history of America’ ér. fhetr mhve country,. naﬂona“y or

-
’ A
- ’ . . .

. o -

- . ‘ '_!occlly, gre_mt scientists or inventors, men apd‘yyomen who ~** L ¢

’ .o, T < .4 L T

I ha\'&? made’some -confribution fo the settling of America and : T
Lty - » . P - » ' . " -
v ‘ . the cjty, or who are-famous téday in musig, art;” television,

R I R

R . ‘ movies, wriﬂ'ng'7 government, service sports, science, bus~ -

~ . ' * . I - . *

|
t o - iness, étc. Studenfs could wme letters to those people ~ ‘ '

"

ST S , hvmg foday, exp!mnmg whaNhey‘are domg:und requeshng

o -

3
i

4 -

)‘

pi ctures and biographical i/nfgrmohon. Pl c’hSrek (hcy olso bé .

: : . P )
- - : - obrameQrom mgazmes,%wspapets erd books. Sfudenis can .
t NS '

, X  draw pictures of people they want to feature, “For each person

. [4 . :“/ //I i ’{‘ * . . )
. in the "Hatl of Fame":there should be ¢-picture.and a short - . o~
story illustrating the"reasons that person is remembered and
. : o ) ) ’r__ I ' - )
9 o respected teday. . .
. . . v ' /




CoAdin e T T e
. . o - A'myral rhiéh; be rxade showing ’e }nsfory of the group m‘ , “
C _ re América or the city. Scenes céuld b,e,_pamted to |l|usfrate . \ . '

o * the reasc_ns ﬂ:y came, ;*css of settlemenf,’iyee_of emplqy'- j ‘

\ . , r's .
ment, and contributions they have added fe the cultute

. B ’

% * s . . ‘ . ‘4,
(example: Germans, Christmas trees; italians, pxzza).: ’
b
) S . . . . ; L4 A . : \‘ﬁ ] . . 2 -~ i ‘/'tl .. - . -
. : ¢ "o . N ' - 1 .

. . G
o These demonstmhom, dlsplays, dances, atc. could.be set up

) : -~ in one large, central location where egch group has a place which "
* ot e allows'the fublic to walk aroupd and' observe.! Ancthet method of ;
( ] . displaying exhibils is to set one up in each reom which sllows, "~ . . oo
’ observers to walk from room to room. Still another alternative . }
¢ might be for each committee or roon to present the ethnic mini- _ o
. .o, Feshvcl on the sfage. o e ., i
4
i

ot ' A .o, " RN . . .
¢ o, . K . . , . " .
\ - } SR ot N
. -

. Tt . UAchvity 10 7 . (

0 - Ariother appreath to /ethnic festivals is for eachToom or ) o
' .\' ’ 1 ' T ' . .
committee to,selectan aspect of a cylture, {i.e., music, o
- s (I ) ;‘ . s . . ‘ ‘ N .
_ dance, folk tc:le's,«arts; and crafts, houses, foods, holidays, - *. -
- . [y , e ) - [ - ‘
customs, costumes, hlsfory, government, etd, )and demon- oL .

.t 5 - -

: “ ) N
strata it for several. ethnic groups. ln}n school that has - “ o

‘ A
- . » . - 2

- R ‘, ¢ plqtoon or feam deaching, the teachers could relote their o,

A s it prqsenfohoﬁ to their sub;eft area. Some suggestions are: v
A . . . ~ s

. ﬁ . S L ; : g . : R
N (4 . .
) ) ’ ' ¢ - L3 - ) ~
o‘ 3y « . .’, . “a ! t - .
. Math Teacher - KRS . . : o

: Ie .
The math teacher could Wor*w‘}ifh ‘counting, numbers, v, ) \
L monetary systems, wejghts and m asures of various countries. :
.o The students could draw pictures or make replicas of the money
" wsed in other countries. They might maké a chart showing how

>
N . -~ '
.« . . ’ N
. A . -, - . A .
. »
E »
. : \ N
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t - to count in different languages. They could tansfer some of‘our

3 "7 " -comnfon weights Gnd measures-into what they wau Id be in other

' © "7 .« . countries. They d shiow the equivalent of foreign moneyto

}L - . ./ “American money (3l, 0=_._ "pesos), The students-could set up
r‘ =0t ’ a market display and how_fh-e_prices of various items, (for example,
. . . qar, television set, ice.cream cone, potato ch}ps; pop, can of

' " beans, dress, shoes, &tc. ) in- this -country, and ceritrast it with the
v cost in other colntries; There could be a display of the history of
! ’ objects used for mohey and trade imather cavhivies.

- LV . ; . - k4

- . P '7 . .~ “'.‘ .-

' L Gym 'Peochér . "o
» ! S e— Sa— 4 ‘ . K“g . Y

C teasher could feature games played by many diff="

| f Sy - erent ethnic §roups.- He might work with the music teacher and
N hd - . - ~ N .

. ' * . produce a show presénting songs and dances of many’ lands.

\ v . B I3 - »

. ’

- Art Teacler ..« _, .

The art teacher co display native crafis: e.g., kites of

. , .Japan, decorated eggs of the Ukraine, masks of Africa, pottery >

. / of Mexico. The students could reproduce or find pictures of

o NG ' . famous art work of différent ethnic groups.
. L ’\- ! s . SR 4

.u “ ‘ - -, 5 \ . N

.. el

s

r

_-" iScience Teacher . . ’ B ‘

) et ' Lo . . v, ) ! .

T The science teacher miﬁ;hi_' describe the weathsr or climate

*t ~ = s ofglifferent countries and have students draw pictures or make '

’ dioramas of weather conditions in several copntries.at a given

L time, for.axample, the month of December. The’ class.mighs
. also possibly explore and discover the plants and animals

Lt . “Nnative fo other lands, The students could-draw or find pictures

- " of them and write shorf articles about their habits, and products

2 " 'they provide for the people (food, clothing, etcl) including

P , background information regarding reasons they are found in a ’ -

' > . cerfain area. Examples might be séals, camels, tropical fruit,

certain fish, etc, This material caovld be used on abulletin -

( e . v board or'put in,d studentsniade book with an appropriate title.
- .. - ) - , ! L ) ., ’ .,
Iw * ’
[ - . . ) . s
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. : . . Interdis€iplinary Approach ) ‘ {
¥ ' The science teacher could-also work in conjunction with the -
o, home economics or a homeroom-class on & project iflustrating how
different ethnic groups use the local produce in their country for o ?

their foods. The classes could-use the information on plants and

o o cnimals found in other countries and make a recipe bock of dishes
R eaten by different ethnic groups using those ingredienfs native to
their land. Some examples would be a Jupanese dish that uses . ‘ _;
fish and rice, and African dish using yoms, and a Mexican dish ¢
using com.and spices. The science cldss could make a dlsplay« of )
famous, discoveries and inverttions in science and the country in S
which it wds created. The ¥thnic group or place of birth of a ) ‘
famaus scientist could be part of this display- along with pictures : o

gnd stories of the scietitist and his discovery or invention. . ,
. -~ N * ,.‘
. ) Social Studies Teacher ) e - s
- ‘ In the classes where social studies is faught, the students .
could make booklets, draw pictures, or find examples'of photo- «
graphs or articles describing or illustrating in magazines the marty o .‘

forms of government found all over the world. Another project

would be to find or make samples of some of the natural resources,’
manufagtured goods,. or, products of different countries. The dlass
could write short stories to accompany each sample tel  which
country the product comes. from and how it is used. Ancther pro~

ject would be to make a mural or giant book depicting moments_in
history or contributions made to American history in which members |
of different ‘ethnic groups had participated. Examples could be ’ :
Chinese working on the railrcad, the Scandinavians settling on

the farms in the northern states, -and the Spariish eyﬁlormg the .
southwest.,

-

-

L.

Homeroom or Langudge Arts Teacher

-~

. .The homeroom or language arts teacher couid have the

' students write and Tllustrate folk tales of many ethnic groups. ) i;

. Dolls or puppets could be made wearing the, colorful costumes
of various ethnic groups. These dolls or puppets could be made ;
from muslin or old sheefs dyed a color close toskin tone. The
materigl is then cut in the shape of a human being, Two of the ' :

. shapes are sewn together around the edge, but room is left at B

- the top to turn the material inside out. At this point in the ] ‘
" process, the doll would look like the figure in the choqum on . |
the following page. ‘ “

. s .
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. ing them to write to them and as

The doil’ would then be stuffed wrfh oid sfod\mgs ar rags.
The fage can be made with magic markers and'yamn can be em-
pldyed for the hair; The costumes can be made out of $crap
materials or oldsheets'and students can make designs on them

~using the magic markers. Some ideas for costumes also appear }n

this diagram, R .
The class could take one heliday (Chrlstmas. [Easter, New

Year, birthdays) and write about many ethnic groups and their

ways of celebrating the- hgl'lday. All of th¥information could

ke compiled and made info one gianrbook With illustrations

dravn (’:e students and an appropriate title on the cover..
Ano

14

r pr0|ecf for language arts which coula iorrelai'e with

‘math and art is fo make a calendar showing the days on which

holida, s and festivals are celebrafedroround the world, Make

the calendar Iarge enough so that in the box under the approp~

rate dote the sfudents can write in the name of the hohday or

festival, the country in which it is celebrated, the story behind

the holn y, and include an illustration of how it is-observed in

the couvéy. : “
»

Other Activities Related ta Ethnic Festivals <y

= ¢ -
N ;

Pen pals are also an excellent soutce of.infolmation about

for a festival could Be to help $Re class find pen pals, encourag-
hem about their everyday life,
When the answers are received, a bulletin board could be made of
the letters. A string would fhen be attached to ¢c zh letter and

to the country frem which it was received. If the letters are

written in the languages of the.pen pals, perhaps soméone who™

. the way people live in other co%:fne.,. An interesting project

comes from the couniry could translate them for the c,lass. Both .. °

the'original and the transluted copy ccu ld be put or fhe bufletin
board. : . B

Since most ethnic groups hove a language whih is unique
to.them, a project dealing with the languages of o\fher pegple
could be a part of-the festivale The class could set up a display
which show¢ ,how same of our everyday expressions would appear
written in a fore:gn language. . These expressnons could be put
on a tape recorder in'both English and in the foréign translation.
Blank tapes could be available’and sther students could, record '
themselves saying expressions in the other Lpnguages. The class

* could trace many- of the"wor or phrases we use today back to

. - .
B N R W VL P T PSR B YT T S gy
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their original source (example: kindergarten_-Gg;m_an; rodeo-
N . ° Mexicen), Then adisplay could be made showing the word .,
. + or phrase and it's country of origin or the ethnic group-that

. . - began using it. Pictures might aiso bz drawn to'illustrate i€, o

- (See illustration on next page.) -
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~ Also, the homeroom could have a fashion show showing some
of*the cdstumes worn by different ethnic groups. The students
' could make the costumes, write the descriptions, and coordinc,e.
. the fashion show. Research could be done in the library orthe
encyclopedia could be used to find out how the ¢ostumes should
look, Parents could help sew or fihd clothes that resemble fth ‘
. .costumes wom by gther ethwic-groups, |
T - o ! ~
* Still another approach to ethnic festivals i¢ for the enf{ré - A
. _ school or one class to concentrate on one ethnic group and sét
3 A 'up displays, demonstrations, or performarices which reflect the
cultural -heritage of that group. lilis is’especially helpful if a
large segment 9}f;t§a::chool 's population is of one"nationali\‘y or
oup#~Onp room or committee might take the musig,
ce, cugtoms, holidays, foods, history, costumes, etc. -
and present} ip¥ome way to the school. Many of the ideds and S
suggestions incerporated in the previous paggycould be used; for
this type of festival, o -

f . K The Ethnic Parade " L.
. ) 3 : |
7 * " During the warm weather, an ethhic¢ festival might take the
» > . form of a parade, Each room would take an ethnic group or one .
"’ - group eQuld be the Meme of th% entire parade, If it inyglves
- “only a part of the school the parade should move around ithe school
. yard while_the non-partigipating classes cbserve. Pgractes involv=
ing the whole school might march in a two or three block radivs . -
around the school,: Parents, neighbors, businesses, or other school
. , in the area cou.d also E:Cinvited to observe, The.parade might in-
: , clude the following aspects: K ,'

t

-

i Y

) : l
1 . Student§ with bicycles could decorat} their bicycles
3 * with cfepe paper streamers placed on the hendlebars
and drawn through the Wheels. They casId use the
colors of the flag of their ethnic group. Coiorful -
1 posters could be made frem poster board usir:F’ tempra ‘ ,

> paint or markers, The.name of the group re resented g
‘ and some’ picture to symbolize the group could be ]
placed on the posters, ‘This poster could be hung on / :
. .the back of the person on the bicygle. | /’
. ) ' 79 C°
‘ AR Lot S - IV

3
B
D T P S PIY S a3 o




. .:....f W.@QZW\“\_S .._moof&* mxo:sl,.mw

!

~ . .,
iy A )
Vo
i
o0
/. -
RN f : M E f
ﬁ/\\ﬁ& .)n*M, h,mu;.. .aJ> «.GCQDL\ *
the  World -~ = ) )
- _.l- ;"W . . -\ 4
o -




_being played and march in tho parade as musicians.

Other students might dress in a costume of @ particular
ethnic group or.dress as a famous person, either past or present,

who belongs to that ethnic gioup. People who are weH known

but who have figured in some way in our country's past could
‘also be represented. A sign could beswt on the back of the

child explaining who he is and ﬁe reason he is remembered, -

Music.and songs of an ethnic group might also be recorded

- and played oh & portable fape recorder as the parade marches

down the:street, Music could also be played on a portable - ~ |
radio broadcasting foreign music. Students could make musical *
instruments ‘out of posier board like the ones.used in the music

»

- Floatsmight be Trade on a piece of plywood which is placed

_ - on a wagen and pulled in the parade. A small village or fown
.could be made similar to those found in the country of a particu-

lar ethnic group. Ground features {mountains, grass, hills, roads,
etc.) could be made using plaster of Paris. Tiny houses and fraes

could be bought or made from availoble materials, Dolls could -

represent the people. T

* Santwich board pésters could be made and worn over the

- shoulders of students, Pictured on the posterbeards could be

the foods eaten by a-particular ethnic group, gcenes of the ,
national pastime or sport of the group, pictures or symbols of
contributions the group-has made to the language or style of
life of this country, and pictures of a special holiday or festi=
val celsbrated by the group. .

If, oh the other hand, the class chooses to fake one central -
theme and develop it for several ethnic groups, several other
activities can be used, The following themes illustrate this.

2

Have Prid2 I Yousself and Your Heritage - .

Place on the bulletin board picturés of children from
different ethnic groups aréund a map. Place, strings

. fromsthe picture to the country from which the child

ophis ancestors originated. These pictures can ba cut
fro) @ magaziné or be snapshots of children in your o
school who belong to different ethnic groups: -

H
v

-
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. Foqd:%%ound the World
= :
Piace pictures of different foods eaten by the children
(either iawn’ by the students or cut from magazines) .
.on the board and beneath them labels which deplict the
ethnic roup that brought it to America (examples:
‘hot dogs ~ German; pizza = ltalian).

. e

»

Thay Made Amarica Great

Have studanfs write stories.and draw pictures of ‘people
" or growps who figured in some way in the history of this
cauntry. The name of the city coulgrbe substituted for
" #merica in the caption and the stories-could feature péoplk -
- who were prominent in the history of the city of Detroit:

4

Festivals for You to Celebrafe

. Y .
Display essays written and illustrated by the-students
- describing the manner in which festivals are celebrated
* by different ethnic groups and reasons they are celebeeci A
Evérybody Says "Hello", "Good-bye", "How Are You", or *
~ Merry Christmas™ ‘ . .

{Choose any one) Place on the board how the phrase or word '
is said in different languages. ¥

. These are onl;r o few ideas for the use of bulletin boards but
they ‘show how boards can be used, to teach ethnic studies. “Each
teacher can devise a board to meet his individual needs,

1

A Potluck Supper. Parents and children éo_oﬂerqja‘_in \
understanding ethnicity, ST

- N
This project would involve both parents and children in
leaming about other people, It is also an excellent opporturity

for teachers and parents to get acquainted, - L

‘ Chocse*a convenient evening or afterncon in which * '
“ students and parents can have a potluck dinner. Each
child and parent should prepare a dish that is & favorite

o \ '.\33 -
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of their ethnic group. If many students in your class
belong to the same group, tha requirement could be to°
prepare a dish that is a speciality of another sthnic

.

D * . group. The recipes could be obtained from a cookbook

: A which contains intemationai recipes, On the affemoon
" ' or avening of the dinner, the dishes gre set out, icbeled, .

_— — ~. and consumed In a smorgasbord fashich, .Emphasize the

’ o \ ~ paint that each participant bring a different dish so that

many natlonalities will be represented, The students
. could put on a-performance (songs, dances; chomal

readings, etc.) or display some of their work, The

. ’  parents, teacheys, and students could discuss some of
the customs and fraditions observed in the home,
Travel films could be borrowsd from the libraryand” .
shown at this time or o spaker could'ta-invited to
talk about the ethnic histosy of the city., Music from
the different countries could bs played in the back-

‘ ’ f‘?ﬁnd.
o . Celebrating a Holiday a Month

All children enjoy celebrations and holidays. This enthusiasm
e—;?. be used 4o acquaint students with the culture of other pecple,
~The idea is to fake one holiday or festival a month and have the
students celebrate it with'an activity, Some ideas might-be:

¢ . Vg ’

)
ol

" Activity 1

j P If the festival calls for tantems or some kind‘of -

light, they cun be made in several ways. iOnd way.
is to carve sut a tumnip, pofato, or cther suitable
vegetable or fruit and paint the ourside and place the
candle on the inside.

w? . s

Pa Activity 2 : , ‘

o Some festivais ‘caii for masks., Miasks can be made

from paper bags decorated with construction pager.,
Others can be made using paper plates, Armere
difficult kind can be made using papier machd which
is shaped around clay, The clay cgn be made into any
shape desired. (onimals or peopls) and strips of paper
wrapped around it, After it has become dry and hard
the mask can be removed from the clay and painted

in any fashion desired.

34




Activity KN

- The students can make puppgfs and act out o short skit
abouf tha celebratipn, -

.. The most important thing in this project is to select cele-
brations of many different ethnic groups. The teacher and

. students should find one for each month and strive to find some

_ which are sl celebrated today. National holidays (such as

" the 4th of. July) calebrated _ry this country should ot be included

v
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TCONCLUSION - -, )

it is my iwpe that at some Hime in the teachér's busy
schedule, he (she) will try some of these ideas in his (hers)

"schobl or‘classroom. It is imporfant that all children be aware . .

of who ihey are, where they.came from, in short, their heritoge,
Often, in our eagerness to get across fhe three R's we overlook
this fact. Children would perhaps be more accepting and show
~ greater understunding toward those who are different than they
if they knew the. ctistoms and.cultures: of other peoples. -Hopo-
fully ~ this understanding weuld influence their adult life,
eventually making them the letders of a more tolerant generation.
All teachers are aware of the importance of a positive self= |
image in children, Ethnic studies is one way of halping children
develop this positive imcge. .
Qg is of significant value for the children that ethnic studies
be, at some time, ‘included in the school curriculum, These
suggestions in this handaook can be Nicluded in aimast any sub=~
ject. - Hopafully, teachers will use them asithey are or change
thent to-fit their purposes =but tho most |mpork:nf thing is that
they use them. C
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* *  South East Michigan Regicnal Ethnic Heritage Studies Center .
r 7% East Ferry . .
" Detroit Michigan *48202 - ) t
Y o i . ., N .
Lo 872-2225 o o J :
} Lo ‘ - Can provide you with information on the ethnic history of the v
: . city and put you in contact with variqus Detroit area ethnic

. , organizations. . . ..
Intemational Institute ‘ . . r
111 East Kirby o .

Detroit, M‘ich:lgan . 48202

- . 871-8600 - : o

Can provide you with programs about different ethnic groups, * .
L teach you dances and songs of dilferent ethnic groups, and
+ " butyou in contact with people of various ethnic groups residing -

in the city and suburbs. ‘ -
' i ' éhildren:s Museum- ) ‘ i} .
E i 67 East Kitby . -~ ' .
< Retroit, Michigan 48202 - .,

-‘ ' . . z\ - »
873-2670 S N ' ‘

v * . Y [‘ . N oy \
Detroit ﬁistorical Museum ‘ ) ‘
5401 Woodward o T .
Detroit, Mighigan 48202 ¢ooe :
833-1505 e e

/ . . . -
w
o

~

‘Ethnic Directory I (Available at Ethnic Heritage Studies Center)

A source of ethriic restaurants, stores, churches, recipes,
organizations, and institutions.
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Holideys Around the World .
by Joseph Gaer

Thre Book of Festival Holidavs

.

-

by Marguerite” Ickis

'l‘ ° [
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Customs and. I-Iolidags Around the World

by Lavenic Dobler

[ 3

Al three provide the teacher with information about celébrations

>

-

Festivals for You to Celebrate *

A}

“This pt_blication pregents art projects which ean be done in-
con]un&ion with holidays observed in other countries.

e

~ -

by Susan Pux’dy

Coe

\

.

¥

around the world Many holiday s and festivals are outlined :

"

-

' s

Festivals- ) .
.by Ruth '\Si,a{nnina Sanders S

A:f)ook of storiea which te‘ll about ffeaﬁwl-s around the WOrld
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