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ABSTRACT '

The present report describes the results of an
evaluation study of the first course in the new Women's Studies
program at the University of Minnesota and the resistance of the
teaching assistants for the course to the evaluation. A hypothesis to
explain this resistance is that an outside evaluator may face
inherent difficulties in evaluating new social-political curricula
such as women's studies because of the understandable suspiciousness
of students, to which Grier and Cobbs! (1968) term "cultural
paranoia" has been applied. Suggestions are offered to future
evaluators of the social-political curricula that may help lessen
+this "paranoia." (Author)
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Method

At the request of the Women's Studies de
1973, Measurement Services Center of the Univ
to do a study of the first course of the new
The goal of this study was to estimate the im
course and to discover the backgrounds, inter
women's movement of these students.

In this study, three questionnaires were
the Feminist Questionnaire, was an attitude s
assistants for the course, unknown to the MSC
first day of class. The authors composed two
Questionnaire 1, given in class at the end of
2, administered in small group sessions by th
the last week of class. These two questionna
mation, tapped attitudes toward the role of w

evaluate the course.

Data Source

The three questionnaires described above
of data on student attitudes toward women and
The authors' and instructor's observations of]

assistants for the course provided informati

Results and Conclusions

The results from the questionnaires rev

97% of whom were women, were highly interest




O

movement. Furthermore, most did not a¢
has assigned to women. Specifically,
following: children are necessary for
are less decisive and more nurturing t
come before his wife's, women should a
double standard of sexual morality, an
institution for rearing children. Stu
marriage, relaxation of sex roles, equ
demand, and day care centers for worki
Only 537% of the students complete

uncertain whether the results obtained

_representative of the total group of s

occurred because of the suspiciousness
of outside evaluation of women's studi
"cultural paranoia.”" Both the authors
ment throughout the study, but it beca
teaching assistants ignored instructio
the last weekly small group meeting.
completed questionnaires and realized
and it was too late to readminister th
It should be noted, however, that

faculty and staff members from the Wom
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ermmmmooperative and facilitated the study
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Educational Importance of the Study

One important aspect of the study described here is the data
attitudes toward the role of women and student reaction to the fi
Studies course at the University of Minnesota. Of wider importan
examination of the special problems in evaluating what we have ca
social-political curricula. We have hypothesized a special sensi
those involved in such programs, to which sensitivity we have app
and Cobbs' term "cultural parancia.” It is important to take acc
natural attitude of group members who have had to struggle for th
of their respective curricula. Researchers must design any evalu

to overcome the resistance to evaluation that 'culftural paranocia
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