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Minneapolis’Public'Schools
Preferences for Educational'Alternatives

Expressed by Parents of Students in L
‘Minneapolis West Area Schools

Summary - ° R . See page
' Parents of- students who attended public schools in the West '
Area of the Minneapolis school district were surveyed in the Fall .- Tote

of 1974 to (1) determine parent feelings about educational alterna- . / .
tives, (2) give parents input into the decision-making process, and T 1-11
" (3) provide parents with informaiion about educational choices and’
" alternatives. Tae study was conducted by a committee of West Area
staff and parents, and the Minneapolis Public Schools' Research and
Evaluation Department. Questionnaires were returned by the parents
of 2,068 randomly selected students., Eighty-one percent of the mailed
.questionnaires were returned, : B .

More than seventy-five percent of the parents said that having
alternative educational programs provided was important to them,
: Thirty-eight percent of the parents of elementary studants were . ' L
- willing to have their child transported to any school in the West 23=27
- Area ‘to get the program of their choice, 43%°were willing to '
have their child transported to a school adjacent to their child's

R present school, while 19% said they would choose the nearest aveil=- -
o able $chool regardless of the program offered. - . e

The following statements summarize~some of the preferences 1223
expressed by the majority of parents.3 .

-.h Parents and students should be involved in-“deciding what
courses of study are offered and how the school is run.

. Parents and students should decide at least some of the subject
- or interest areas that the child actually studies in school.

'« The. curriculum, instructional methods, and schedule should
be varied and flexible.

. A selection of offered courses or courses developed to .
meet the needs or interests of the child should be avail~
able, in addition to required courses. “ N

F

. 'Students should have several teachers (teams, other adults)
rather than one teacher with resource specialists.

+ Students should be. responsible for directing some of
their learning rather than being instructed or directed’
by a_teacher.all of the time. '

‘ . Student movemént and talking should be permitted as long
- - .as the setting remains orderly and work is being done.

‘. ,Sp801flc courses or planned. actuvities in several areas
should be the mode of instruction for basic skills such
' as reading and math, .

- Lo "« The curriculum should include learning about feelings and
s - . ‘,attltudﬁs., o

Parent responses for each school are included in the report.- 33=52
, , * % ¥ '
o \. : 4 :
Q January 1975 v \\ . Research and Evaluation Department:. -




-

Table ‘of Contents

o

Educational Alternatives in the West AreB. o o o o o s o o o
- West Area Survey Commttee. c e e e e e e e e ..
Purpose of the Study « + « + o + . . S e e ee e s
Method
Instrument Development. . . . .,. . o o s o e .4_-'.'. o o
SamplmgProcedure.. . o . o e S S
Distribution of the Questionnaire . . . C e e e is e
Questionnaire Returns . « + « o [
Ilnterpretation Cautions « o o o o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o 6 o 0 o o o
RESULEEe o oo o s o o o 6 o o o o o o o o o o o n o v e
Parent Preferences for Educational ‘Alternatives . . . .
Parent Satisfaction with Their Child's School.. « o « o
.Parent Comnitment to Educational Alternatives . . . . .

. ' . ¢ : m .

NN
=N o

. : ) Elementafy‘ Grade Iéve], _Differenéesl'.l “ oo o o 0 s 0 o o o

AN

Summary and ConclusionSe « « « o o' ¢ o ¢ o o o6 o 0 o o oo 28

Appendix A: ‘Parent Preferences for Dimensions of Alternative

Educational Programs by Individual Schools
within the Four West Area Clusters. e e o e o o 32

- Appendix B: Sampling Errors and Pro.)ectlons to the
Popula.tlon........4........... 53

Appendix C: The West Area Parent Survey « « o ¢« ¢« ¢ o ¢ ¢ o 55

A\




/
¥

~

oy ¥

Table No.

‘List of Tables

Survey Return Rate by School, Cluster, and Totals.

Parent Preferences for Dimensions of Alternative’

- Educational. Programs by West Ares Elementary

Clusters and by Total West Area Junior and

Senior High~SCh°°150 e o o o o o o.o e ¢ 60 o o ’

Parent "Satisfaction with Their Child's School

and Parent Commitment to Alternative Education

by Individual Schools, Elementary Clusters, and

N oo w &

Elementary, Junlor High, and Senior High Totals.@k

Ind1v1dual Schools in the Central Cluster. e o o o
Ind1v1dual Schools in the Southwest Cluster. o . o
.Indlvidual Schools in the Washburn Cluster « « «

) :Ind1v1dual Schools~1n ‘the West Cluster o o.0 o .

)

tar

15

"2
33

38
.43

L8




- Ack_nowledgments

-

This study was conducted through the efforts of ma.ny parents
. and school staff members. Carol Vaubel scrved as chairman of the
_ West Area Survey Committee and was an ac*ive leader throughout the
conduct of the study. , .

- " The participation of the following people in the planning

portions of this study is gratefully acknowledged: Carol Banister,. °
Janet Bosch, Pat Blakely, Dr. Mildred Carlson, Bunny Davis, Pauline .
Durocher, Rene Goepfrich, Bette Hostad,.Ellen Johnson, Mary Knotts,
Irvin Larson, Sally LeClair, Guy Miles, Carol Moller, Verna Nelson,

Mary Ann Noziska, Jim O'Neill, Byron Schneider, and Cynthia Tyson.

- Many parents gave hours of their time to the follow-up of
questionnaires that were not returned. Thanks to these individuals
and to Peg Tyler, who coordinated the follow-up activities. :

The support and assistance received from Dr. Marvin Trammel,
West Area Superintendent, Ray McCoy, principa.l on special assignment
to the West Area, Dr. R. W, Faunce, Director of Research and Evaluation,
and the building principals is appreciated. '

Finally, thanks to Lorraine Dunkley and Delores McPhail for their
‘usual excellent assistance in the Research and Evaluation Depa.rtment.

{

2

t ‘nvl




' The provision of educational_alternatives isla‘majorvgoal of the’
Minneapolis Public School (MPS) system.

. the concept of educational alternatives at the elements

. Minneapolis PublicfSchocls

Preferences for Educatlonachlternatlves

Expressed by Parents of Students in’ B ///ﬁf,

. Mlnneapolls Wast Area Schools

The Board of

Eg§cation.approvéd :

- with a goal of c1ty-W1de 1mplementatlon by Septeﬂber 1976 An Advisory Task

Force on Alternatlves, consisting of students, parents, conmunity, and MPS

. 'staff, was established.

Three progress reports (October-1973, April 1974,

October 1974) prepared by the MPS Planning and Support Services Division °
for the Board of EduCation indicated that’ eacgbof the school system s

decentralized areas have begun to plan and 1mplement educational alternatives '

‘at the elementary level. The Southeast area of ‘the school system,fone of

.four adm1n1strat1ve areas, is. 1n its fourth year of offering educatlonal

choices as part of a five=year contract with the Natlonal Instltute-of ,
Educatlon. On October 29, l97h the Board of Educatlon passed a'motion,that
‘committed MPS to the dev .lopmént of alternatives at the_secondary level. |

>

The MPS West Area, whlch ‘became one of the school system s decentralized

-

-

Educational Alternatives in the West Area p

areas in 1973-7h, is responsible for the -aducation of 18 000 students at
four senior high schools (SH), five junior high schools (JH), eighteen

elementary schools (E), and three special locations. *
are grouped in four clusters; (each cluster named after the one hlgh school

in the cluster).

Central Cluster

Central (SH)
Bryant (JH) .

' Bryant Y.E.S. Center (Speclal JH)

Agassiz (E)
Barton (E)
Burroughs (E)

Lyndale gE) -

Emerson (Special E)

8

1 .

The West Area schools

" Washburn Clpster

Washburn (SH)
Anthony (JH)
“"Ramsey (JH)
Field (E)
Hale (E)
Kenny (E)
Page (E)

. Windom (E)

3

»

.5

I

. oo :
V. level on March 13, 1973,




,' i S Southwest Cluster . V ‘ f~—ff’ﬁest Cluster

e T Southwest (sH) I : ' West (SH) :

" .t . - Southwest (JH) . : o Jefferson (JH) R S
' o - - Armatage (E) "+ Anwatin (E) - S
", Audupon (E) . | - ‘Bryn Mawr (E) :

* . .- Fulton (E) - o Calhoun (E) v
- _°  lake Harriet (E) Harrison (E) ° :

-Hénnepin County Home School (Special) Kenwood (E)

Since September 1973, many activities have occurred to facilitate the : -
‘ development of educational alternatives.1 Professional growth. courses ‘
1 on educational choices have been offeged to stqff. Staff and.parents at
several schools have stud1ed types educational programs._ And .although - :
- most of the West Area elementary schools offer contemporary, graded programs

<o

with one teacher responsible for a classroom of" assigned students, many
- " schools are designing program modifications that may become educational.
choices. These modifications include multi-age classrooms, team planning ' ,

Y

. for regrouping of students by ach1evement levels or interest areas, and. .

interdisciplinary teams of teachers, . v .
- _f o Alternative educational programs do exist at two elementary schools
. ’in the West Area. Lake Harriet hes a continuous progress program in '

v grades K=6 in which teachers cooperatively plan flexible. groups ando .
L : activities to develop indiv1dual basic skills, to accomplish task-oriented . -
' goals, and to provide interest-centered expeniences. The alternative a L |
choice at 'Lake Harriet is an open K«6, non=graded program that emphasizes
opportunlties for ch01ces, decision-making; and self-assessment of progress. e
Bryn Mewr open school serves ¢hild~"» in grades K=6 in the- West Cluster
community. The program for multi-age grouy ‘ngs of students stresses,
continuous basic skill development independent inquiry, choice in use of
\\bime and selection of learning activities, growth in dec1sion-making, and _‘l
| individual planning and self-assessment. '
~ The West Area Alternatives Committee was established in the spring .’ 43‘
of 1974 and has grown to include parents and staff from all Westﬂﬂrea '
" elementary and secondary schools. . The committee s immediate obJectives <
are to establish an alternatives committee in each Qghool that represents
the school commnity, and to prov1de commnity members with information.
about alternative educational programs.

1Pro ress Toward the Development of Educational Choices: Third Semi-Annual !
Report to the Board of Education, Planning and Support Services Div1sion,
_ October 29, 1974, -

% e . : ) - '5). - B - '
;*J;BJXQ R RN R | ' -
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dest Area Survey Committee : -’ -
Lo “The. West Area Survey Commlttee began 1n the spring of 197& with a’

gr:np ‘of parents 1n the Soﬁthwest Cluster who were ‘interested in polling

v

parent 1nterest in open enrollment among three elementary schools. As

F the cOmmittee met, the scope and s1ze of the group expanded. Representatives

from every c/luster in the West Area vere - sought. Schools were encoura.ged
to solicit cominlttee metnbers who held dlfferent views.about educa.tlonal
alternatives.. The committee that began to meet regularly in July 1nc1uded
parents, teachers, admlnlstrators, ‘and st§?f from the MPS Research and
Evaluation Départmgnt. o R oy ‘ '

- . -
[ « N o

Purpose .of the Study = -

"T.h'ree 'ree.son’s for conducting a study on. educational afterna.tives were‘
1dent1f1ed by the West Area Survey Committee.
1. To pr’ovide dec1s1on-mak1ng information for the West Area ‘
e administration rega.rdmg parent interest in and feelings PR
. - .a:bout educa.t:Lona.l a.lterna.t:Lves. ‘
2. To gJ.ve as.many parents as pOSSlble an opportumty for input
m.to the declsion-maklng process.
3. To ‘provide parents w:Lth information about educatlonal choices
and alternatives. . ’
e T . oo T
kB - _Method L S

-

s The West Area’ Survey Commttee decided that the purposes of the study
' would he accompllshed most fea.sibly (mthln the resource and tige 11m1tatlons)
by m11ing a questlonna.lre to pa.rents of students who attended schools ‘in

the West Area. The third purpose, prov:.ding pa.rents with mforma.tlon, also

r

was accomplished by 1nc1ud1ng severa].fartlcles about educational alternatives

"in the West Area News. .

. ¢

JInstrument Develgp_ ment - - _
Starting with a consensus that the questionnaire should measure

pa.rents" values and attitudes in relation to alternative educational programs,-

the West Aree Survey Comgnittee reviewed instruments that had previously
been used in the .Minneapolzis metropolitan area. Although these instruments
" were a source of many ideas, the committee felt.the information obtained_v

' N & L4 .
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from'these\ 'instruments would not be specific enough for administrative
decisions. For example, items such as "Parents.should help with the
mstruction did not prov1de enough information’ about the extent to which
parents should help with the instruction. . ‘ ‘

_ Some previously-used questionnaires asked the parent to select one
" of several alternative programs (such as contemporary, contlnuous progress N
' open,, modified open, free) This- approach was re.ject’ad because it ‘would
be impossible to. determine which characteristics of each il
responded to favorably. In fact, for the following additihz’geasons »

b

being used to identify alternative programs: (l) different people would

~ have d.ifferent mterpretations of the labels, (2) some people might have
attitudes tovard certain labels which' might .interfere with their responses, .
*(3) it aia- not seem reasonable to limit the items to alterna.tive.. that currerﬁlv
existed, and (&) educational Jargon might turn off some respondents

The approach taken by the committée was to identify all possible wa.ys

. that educational programs could be different.z‘ The ways in which educationsl
programs could vary were called dimensions. An effort was made to define
dimensions such that the content of any dimension did not over".ap with the
corrtent of another dimension.. It was hoped that thig independonce of
dimnsion content would make the results more clearly interpretable., -

R The dimensions were then written as questionnaire items s -éach
item included only one dimension and the response c es’ ~for. each. item

/represented a logical continuum of possibilities. Commonly understood :

Language was preferred, while educational jargon was avoided. As examples,
the following two items were included in the questionnaire. :

2 The survey committee did not use the definition of "alternative"'program~
adopted by the MPS Advisory Task Force on Alternatives, According to - -
the Task Force, an alternative program must be: (1) a fuil comprehensive
program (rather than a single class or part-time program withip another
program), (2) a program stylistically and physically different.from other *
programs, (3) a program available by choice to students, parents, teachers,.

._‘'and administrators; (4) a program involving the community it:serves in its
o decision-making an’é developmental pr ocesses, and (5) a program that dllows
its students to move in a continuous menner fromr.the elementary through
the secondary level with continuity and cons1stency.. Adoption of this
definition for this survey (l) would be cohtrary to the survey's purpose :
of determining parent preferences, and (2) would restrict the range of item

. \ content, The survey committee genérally defined alternative education as

meaning that two or more educational programs will be available ‘from which
parents and students can choose.

.
12

the coumittee decided to exclude from the questionnaire ,all labels currently




' responses’are"pQSSible (see figure below).

)

A, What learning s1tuatlon would -you prefer for your child for
« - most of the school day? :

1. Stuennts may not move around or talk without permiss1on.

2e’ Students may move around or talk as they work as long
as setting remains orderly and quiet.

3. ~Students may move around and talk freely 85 long as
their work is belng done.

h; Students are free to move around and talk as they wish, -

B. Should parents have a say regarding what courses ere offered
at their Chl*d s school? ¢

. !

1, School should decide with no advice from parents.

« School and parents should -share uhe rcsponsiblllty for
the dec1sxon.

CLLL

Each of these questions identified a way in which educational programs

can be different. The response-choices describe a continuum of points
on the dimensions. In Question. A the choices range from.no movement or

" 2., School should make final dec1s1on a”te- advice from parents.'

. Parents shc 'd make final deci?ion after advice ffom school. .

talklng without permission to freedom of movement and talklng. In Questlon B,

the choices range from no parent input to parent responsibili.y. for maklng
the final decision, The two d1mens1ons, represented by items A and B, are
1ndependent 1n that an 1nd1v1dua1 's ¢hoice on one of the questions, does not

- necessarily determlne what the individual's choice will be on ‘the other

‘question. Although some relatlonshlp between the -choices on the two items

will probably exlst, it is possible for an 1nd1v1dua1 to answer the two
questions in mqre than one way. In this case, s1xteen dlfferent palrs of

on Question A, for example, could choose any one of the four responses for

Question B, = F IR Y 2 ° | :

o o Question B

Responses . .

‘Question
: |

Responses -

t

Y
L

An individual who chooses reSponse 2.

. ) . ; y - . ' . # .
. o » 1§ ‘ 1 . ) 2 - 3' ll’ " . / ’
, 1 ' S - )
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. The fins.l form of the questionnaire mcluded twenty-six items
representing twenty-six dimensions of educational program variation.
~ Since it was intended that each 1tem would stand alone as a 'dimension, '
‘ . no attempt was made du.rlng the develOpment of the questionna.ii'e to group
\ ' items . a.ccording to similar content. However, for ease of reading the ‘
- | report, the items are pouped and presented in the following order in the
Results section of the ‘report. The labels for eech item are short -

descriptors of the content of the d:.mensmn. ,

Group One . ,
1. _Parent responsibility for decisions a.bout how school is run
o 2. Student responsibility for m.king and enforcing school rules ‘
oo 3. Parent determination of courses of study offered at school ° = o
. .\\ b, S}tudent determmation of courses of study Sffered a.t school '. B
| \\ « Parent (student) determina.tion of what student actually studies
T\ 6. Parent-student pa.rticipa.tion in handling student\ problems.
Group'TWo g . |
1. Useyof community during school day ' o R
- , 8. Attendance policy for students e o - \
5 o 9. Opportunities for competition and’ coopera.tion [ N ”-n
' .lO“. Affecti‘ve learning activities ‘ BRI T
» Group Three . S
o 11, Age range of classma.tes )
12, Independent or. group work by students v
S a3 Student freedom to move and, talk in' learning situation e
‘ _Group Four 4', LT e .
14, Parent-community-student 1nvolvement in teachmg
‘ 15, Number and grouping cf- teachers’ )
16.. " Teacher -and student direction of learning ,
R 17. Teacher supervision and student responsibility for completion of work.
Group Five o ,
18, Variation in materials and ways .to lea.rn = - } T
19, Flexibility of_time periods during school day - ”
. 20.  Rate of ‘progression through school work © .
- 21. Required courses, selections from offered courses s OT spec:.a.lly

developed courses.. . . ' . : s

o




~
-

Group Six

22. Active ’a.nd pa.ssive learning }

23 . Sequentia.l and flexible lea.rning e ,
'21;. Planned instruction in rea.ding and math ba.sic skills .

-

~

o Group Seven _ , .
25. Individual and group normed basis for student eva.lua.tion

26, Tezcher-parent=-student pa.rticipation in student .evo.luation

. Obviously all dimensions of educational program variation were not
included. Some dimensions were excluded, some were overlooked, and finer
distinctions could have been: na.de for some of the dimension*s that were
1ncluded. However, the survey committee felt the- questionna.ire would
indicate preferences for severa.l important components of an. educa.tiona.l
program without me.king unrea.sona.ble time demands on the responding parents.

_ Seven a.ddltional items were 1ncluded in the questionnaire that were designed _
to mea.sure parent satisfaction w1th their child's present school- and the
1nportance that parents placed on having alternative éducational programs
(see Appendix C on pa.ge 55 for a copy of the questionnaire)

‘Parents ‘had input into the content, and phra.sing ‘of the 1tems throughout 2
o the development of’ the questionnaire. The mjority of the participants at

the’ workmg meetings were pa.rents. Although the questionna.ire was not -
formally piloted with a representa.t:.vely selected group of parents from the '
‘West Area, groups of: pa.rents a.nd staff did rea.ct to the items at various .
stages of the questionna.ire s development. '

Sagglig Procedure B ., ' Ca o - ) ‘;.
At the initial survey committee meetings some ofy the committee '
members expressed a desire “to survey all residents in the West Area school
neighborhoods, those w1th school-a.ge ‘children (1n both public and priva.te
schools), and those w1thout school-age child.ren. However, since the
committee had limited resources for conducting such a large scale survey
within a limited time periad (the committee began meeting regularly in July
and a December co:rpletion date wa.s suggested by the West Area ddministra.tion),
maximum commnity input was compromised with timely decision-meking ‘.mform-
tion. The scope of the survey was limited to pa.rents of children in ¢ '
grades K=-12 attending MPS West Area séhools. West Area community residents

F 14-
T
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_;without school-a.ge children, pa.rents of children a.ttending prlvate schools, ‘

_lists of people in the groups were not available, distribution and follow-up '

were not a.vailable. o

, availlble) and to have a reasonable sampling error (sbout 5%) at each 1nd1v1dual’
~of the students in each’ elementary school were sampled using a systematic
~ school were obtained from the MPS' Information Serv1ces Center. After randomly

~ between l and 10 for each secondary school, every fifth elementary student

. and- every tenth secondary student was selected to be in the sample., Hearing L
: handicapped, educable mentally retarded, and other students in self- "

in school. It is particularly difficult in the high mobility areas to keep

and parents of pre-school children were excluded from the study because . fw;ff
of questionnaires was difficult, and resources needed to include all groups
A number of factors determined the sampling design used to survey the

target group of parents of children in grades K=12 in West Area public
schools. The. smallest groups (in terms of numbers of students) in which

the West Area administration was interested were individual schools. It
was not necessary to obtain 1nformation for each grade. 1n each school.

In order to stay within manageable numbers (based on resources
school, 10% of :the students in each Junior and senior- high school and 209

stratified random selection.h Alnhabetical lists, by grade level, _for each

seleeting a starting number between l and 5 for each elementary school and

contained special education classrooms were excluded from the list before
the sample was drawn.g After the sample was selected it_was discovered,
as expected that about sixty students in the sample were no longer enrolled -

the student information system (the source of the population lists) up to - .;‘

. date, Replacements for these\students were randomly selected from the
*total group of previously unselected students at each student 8 school and

v o

grade level, -

El . . « w7

~‘3See Appendix B for more 1nformation about the poss1ble error due to sampling.

uFestinger, Leon and Khtz Daniel, Editors. .Research Methods 1n the Behavorial
Sciences. Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, New York: 1966.
-~ < ) © R -
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D1str1butir" Jf the

‘follow-up coordlnators were brought up to date regarding the returns for

estionnaire

Questlonnazres were ‘sent to the parent or guardlan of 2, 666 students

by U S mail at the end of October, 197h4. Some parents reoelved quest10nna1res~,t

for two of their chlldren, and in a few cases, parents received questionnaires

for three chlldren. The parents were directed to refer to the child whose

_name appeared on the envelope when they completed the questionnalre. It

was possible that many parents and chlldren completed the questionnaire
together. No directions were glven for amount of child 1nvolvement. This °
was left up to the family., . -~ - | o '_.

Each questlonnalre was identified by a ind1v1dual code number in the :
upper right-hand corner. The parent was told that this number would be
used to follow-up those who did not return the questlonnaire, and that
they could remove the number if they wlshed. The upper left-he.nd corner
contalned a f1ve-dlglt code number for the Chlld s school and grade.

“Follow-up act1v1t1es began one week after the malllng. Each school had'a

follow-up committee (although at ‘some schools it was one or two- persons)
and a ‘coordinator who served as the llalson to the MPS Research and Evaluatlon
Department, where all completed questlonnaires were returned by the respondents.‘

. Follow-up commlttee menbers phoned those parents who had- not returned the1r

questionnalre, encouraglng them to respond. Every three or four days the

) therr school. Second questionnalres were malled to most persons who had"

LN

.not responded. Follow-up act1v1t1es ceased after‘the second week in December. i

e
. 2

Questlonnalre Returns _

Questlonnaires whlch were Jdentflable by school and grade and which -
appeared to have been completed validly were returned for 2,068 of the 2, 666
students in the sample (Table 1 on page 10). - Three returned questionnaires

were answered facetlously, four questlonnaires had marks that could not.be
’1nterpreted, and about twenty»completed questmonnalres were returned- wrthout
the school and grade identification. After the data collection was completed,
it was discovered by checking the current studentllist within each school
that an additional l07 students in the sample were no longer enrolled in
schOOl. When- these 107 students in the orlglnal sample who were not actually

,‘ enrolled and- who were not replaced by another student were subtracted from the
sample size, the return rate for the total sample was 81%; 83% for the total
.1elementary sample, 77% for the total Junlor high sample, and 78% for the
" total senior high sample.

I
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= schools’ ranged from 67% at'West Senior High to 83% at Washburn Senior High. . -

7

The return rate forhdndividual elementary'schools ranged from 65%
‘at Harrison to 97% at Fulton and Kenny. The return rate for secondary

The Southwest Cluster of elementary schools ‘had an exceptlonally hlgh—

percentage (93%) of returns.

Integpretatzon Cautions
Several cautlonary points should be kept in mlnd when examining .
the data in this report. . ‘ , . .
l. Only parents with children enrolled in West Area public schools
were included 1n the study. It is not known to what extent the responses
1 of these parents represent the- responses of parents of pre=school age
children and parents of ch11d1en who cttend non-publlc schools. In other:
words, it would not be Justlfzable to generallze the data to groups of
parents who are not members of the populatlon studled.
2. Slnce a sample of parents was used. rather t the total parent
~population belng studled, the data probably includes- some error due to
' sampling.' However, in most cases this’ error is probably small. ‘For most
1ndavadual.schools the est}mated standard error due to sampllng is near 5%.
aWhen the elenéntary schools aremérouped 1nto ‘the four c¢lusters, the estimated
standard error due to sampling decreases to about 2%. Readers 1nterested in
more 1nformatlon on possible sampllng errors should refer to Appendix B on page 53
3. Other sources of error in addltlon to the sampllng error may have |
ex1sted.‘ The greatest potential- source of error is the non-respondents\\
(parepts 1n the sample who did not return the. questlonnazre) T It 1s not

kncwn to what extent the responses of parents who d1d not return’ the

- would- have selected the ch01ce for, each item that was selected least fre-

. : - .
i R - . . ) L U
[ U S, . . 18 .
. L . L . . “ ] .

)"“estlonna1re would have been simllar to the responses of parents who d1d f ]
return the questlonnalre. The maxlmum error would occur if all non-respondents- ;

. quently- by the parents who d1d respond. Even 1f this unllkely event would
have occurred, the percentage of respondents selectxng any 1tem choice may
" not have changed~greatly, unless the school had a low return rate.v-For
example, if the return rate for a school were 80%, and 1f none of the.
i non-respondents (20% of the sample) would have selected a response choice
Athat 50% of the respondents had selected, the 50% would drop to MO%

- N . s 1




~. %

e

' educational progran variations are best; it simply 1ndicates parent pre= & N\

Ancther non-sampling error would have occurred if the people who made

the follow-up'contacts (generally parents who were interested in alternative
educational programs) had encouraged parents to complete the questionnaire |
according to the contact person s values. This po1nt was- discussed w1th :
the contact people before‘the*frllbw-up bcgan*randsit4waS~emphasized that
- the contact people should limit themselwes to encouraging returns, without
biasing the parents response. This did not appear to be a major problem.

R S The information collected in this study: does not indicate which

ferences for different educational altefpatives, : .
" 5. The data in the report indicate. parent . préferences in October=-

Desenber, 197h ?references may change as parents become more aware of

educational alternatives. . . o “"~nhc,ﬂp'_ ‘ ‘;3 -

L . . o . . . . —.

Resultsw o ) . . - o
. 4 . . . -
e . . ;3 :

This report gives responses to all 1tems on the questionnaire for =~
1ndividual schools, clusters of elementary schools, and elementary, Junior
high, ‘and’ senior high totals. The results of an analysis of ‘the relation- f

ships between dimensions will be presented in another report.

e ’ ' i : . o

Parent Prgferegces for Edgcational Alternatives .
Table 2 on pages 15 to 19 ‘gives the percentage of parents who selected

. eéich of the response choices for each of the twenty-six items describing
dimenslons of educational programs, for the four clusters of elementary °
schbols and the elementary, Junior high, and ‘senior. high school totals. ‘
Parent response by individual schools is reported by clusters in Tables La7
in Appendix A (see pages 32 to 52, ). The 26 items were divided subjectively

" into seven groups to make- the report easier to read. The intent was to

group items of similar content, when possible. Groupings other than the
system used in this report may be just as sensible., . . ,

~ The responses of parents from d1fferent clusters of elementary schools
were quite similar on all 26 items. The cluster differences will not-be -,
discussed further, other than to note that where differences did oceur,
a greater percentage -of parents from the West Cluster than parents from g




®

- 8 . -

the other three clusters chose the "less traditional” responses.

roup one. (items l-6) These“six 1tems 1dent1fy dimensic~s related i-

to parent and student 1nvolvement‘1n decision-making and contact between{'
the school and the parent/child. Almost all of the parents felt that

B they .Should. have some involvement in decisions about how the school is run

(item: 1) and what courses should be offered’ at their: child's school (1tem 3).
For the total group of parents of elementary school children (N-1367),

- one-third said the school” should make these decisions after. advice from the
' parents and two-thirds said the school and parents “should share the responsi-
‘bility for making such decisions. Three percent of the parents said the
_school should” decide w1thout ‘advice from parents, and 1-2% of the parents felt
_that- parents should make the final decision after advzce from school per=
. sonnel. Parents of secondary school students made responses which were
similar to parents of elementary school students on these 1tems.

- The majority of the parents also felt that students should be 1nvolved

in decisaon-making at: their“school (items 2, u). In the area of making

T ana enforcing school ru_es, one-fourth of the parents of elementary children -

felt that students .of their child's age should not be 1nvolved, one-fourth

- said students should give advite, half said.students shoulr share the
responsibility, and lesithan one percent said students should make and

' enforce the school rules._ About, three-fourths of Lthe parents of elementary '
students thought students should give advice (46%) or or share_the respon51- S
bility (31%) for deciding what courses of study are offered at their school. -
A smaller percentage of parents of secondary students than parents of E
elementary students indicated that the ‘school- should decide courses of

-

-
©

study to be offered W1thout adV1ceﬁfrom students. ST ?n: oL ;,'
Who should decide what subJects or interest areas an 1nd1v1dual student
' actually studies in. school (item 5)° The school? The parent or child?
Abofit ninety percent of the T parents felt the parents (and/or students)
should decide at least some of the subaects or 1nterest areas the child
studies in school.. About 10% of these parents indicated that parents (and/or
students) should make the decisions, while 80% said tHe school (teacher)

should decide some and the parents (and/or students) should decide some.

I\




- ~attendance until age sixteen).

Group two (items 7-=10). The fou.r items 1n “this group do not have
comnnn content » but-are grouped for reporti.ng convenience,
- Almost all parents of elementa.ry students (95%) felt that students
: vsnould spend most of their school day in school, two-thirds of these parents '
said their child should part1C1pate in several projects or activities )
in the commnity, and one-third ‘said their child should take a. few field
trips (item 7) Five percent of. the parents sa.id the community could be

- used extensively, with the possibility tha.t very little time would be spent -
in the school building. :

o . Ninety percent of the psrents said they would prefer a required .
'sttends.nce policy-(item 8). About 10% of the parents thought regular
attendance in'the school building should not be required as long as_the
“student is learning, while about 2% of the parents thought attendance
should be left up to the student a.nd/or parents (Sts.te law requires school

About—two-thirdrofﬂ:he*reswnding ps.rent.s indica.ted a pﬁerence |
v Tor a ‘school that gives equsl emphs.sis to competition and coopers.tion, .
”while the other one-third preferred thst cooperstion be emphasized (item 9)
Aonly % preferred a school where competition alone is emphasized.,
About 80% of the parents sa.id they would like their child's studies
to include lesrning _about and dea.ling with feelings and attitudes a.bout
) self and others, about 15% said this kind of les;'ning should be included -
““only if a situation arises in school where it is necessary to deal with ‘
feelings and attitudes (itém 10).. -
. Compared with pa.rents of elementary students ’” parents of secondary
students preferred more time in school than in the coqununity, stricter
. enforcement of required attends.nce, gieater emphs.sis on’ competition, and -
less enphssis on feelings and. a.f.titudes in the course of studies.

~

I4

Tl Group three (items 11- ). " These ‘three items are relstsd to studente -

“.gtudent .interaction. One-fourth of the parents preferred that all studénts

. wit whom their child has an opportunity to work (pla.y, stud;y) be of the '
same age or grade level, while sbout half of the narents wa.nted the students .

n one or two years younger or’ older than their child (item 11).

Avout 15=20% of the pa.rents preferred either an elcmentary-or-secondsry

. age range (5-11 y rs, 12-18 years), or all ages from‘».5-18 years‘of age.

.Ls
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L Alf'but a few parents (1%) said they would like their child to work e
©7 7. with other students at’ least ‘part of the time, rather than -by themselves . o w
(item 12). Aboum parents said their children should work alone_ -
mach of the time, but with severa.l projects where students work a.s a group;

- .~ ‘about one-third said 1t should be helf individua.l work and* ralf group work, ) ~
. .. snd about onestenth.said'their child should work most of the ti T

one or more other : dents/” ) . " C .

’

. The m.jority of the pa:rents preferred an orderly, quiet work setting
. (item 13). Seventeen percent of ‘the pa.rents of elementa.ry students said -
EIN students should not move around or talk without permission, 57% said e o
‘ students may move around or talk as they work as. long as the setting Temains - o ]

,,;, e «orderly and quiet, 25% said students may move around and talk free]y as’ -

long as their work is being done, and 1$ said students should be free to AR

[

move e.round and talk as they wish. o oo S .t

1' Lo roup fgur (items lh-l:n ‘Who should be the teachers and whn.t should

they do? - Eighty percent' of the parents of elementary students felt tha.t
teachers should not ~do all of the teaching (item ll&) ‘About half of the ‘
-parents said teachers should do most of the teaching but ‘some. parents and .

T T S T S

commuiity members should be involved, while onesfourth of the parents. 7 -
; felt that teachers are only one of many persons (including &dults and Students)'
who should do the teaching. e y - P . ‘ .

Most parents > including pa.rents of elementary students, felt that several :
teechers should work with or be available to their child (item 1 Yo Fifty-nine '
percent of the pa.rents of elementa.ry students said they preferred 8 team of :
tee.chers who/ comm.niceted regularly among themselves about students. Thirty- ' .
two percent of ‘the’ parents wanted mainly one teacher, with specialists -

- evn./inb/le in areas ‘such 88 misic and physical education, R
How much instructing end directing of learning should be done by the i “
tea.cher" Two-thirds of the parents said they would like the teacher .to o
direct the learning some of the day, while the student has the responsibil;.ty

AR for directing his/her own’ lea.rm.ng some of the day (item 16) . About one-

o third sdid they would’ 1ike the teacher to instruct or direct the learning R 7
the entire da.y.. A small percenta.ge (2% elementa.ry, 1% junior high, and 3% , ' i
senior high) of parents said they would like theirkchild to direct his/her o .
own learning, with a teacher available, : .




parents of elementary students felt that the teacher ‘should work closely

‘ needed (item l7) ‘Eight percent ‘of the’ parents sa1d the teacher should

" and 6% said their child should have complete responsibility for completing

»teaching, that their child have more than one teacher (the current secondary

Aschedule, and 1nstructiona1 methods, presumably to better meet the needs

' periods that limit the amount of time-a student can spend in any one area

' of the secondary parents th ought the school day should not have any set time
" periods., : .

The following percentages of the purents said they were in favor of students

- junior high (21&%)3 senior h::gh (28%) 26

i Once & student's. course of studies have been determined, 40% of the

with their Chlld every day, while h6% felt the teacher should check with
their child every few days and glve assistance when the teacher felt it was

check with their child everyvfew'dars an

the work with a teacher available if the child wants to ask for help. -

Compared with parents of elementary students, a greater: percentage o
of parents of secondary students preferred that the teacher do all of the

structure), and that. their child Be given responsibility for completion
of his/her school work., ' . '

R Grou five i tems 18-2L). ‘Parents waut flexibility in the curriculum,

of their child by prov1d1ng for indiv1dual di‘ferences.

Less than 10% of the parents said that most students should ‘use the -
same materials and be taught in the same way (item 18). About 30% of the
parents said that a variety of materials and ways to learn should be avail-
able most’ of the time, while 60% said that?part of the time students should
use the same materials and: be taught in the same way and part of the time
a variety of materials and ways to learn should be available.

One-third of the. parents of elementary students and half of  the parents
of secondary students thought the school day should be divided into time,

(1tem 19). Almost two-thirds of the elementary and balf of the secondary
parents thought part of the school day should be divided into set time
periods, with the other part available for work in a subJect or 1nterest/’/'/'
area without a specified length of time. Only. h% ofthe’ elementary and 2%

Only 1=-2% of the parents endorsed the idea that all students within a
given grade level or classroom should progress at the same speed and study
the same things (item 20). Most parents said students should study the -
same things each day with. extra work or help given to students who work
faster or slower......elementary (62%), Junior high (75%), senior nign (70%).

progressing through their school work at their own speed.....elementary (37%),

¢ : - . .21
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Although less than 10% of the ’pa.rents, said that a required courss of

' studies without options should be taken by all students, almost all parents

. would ke to have some required courses ~in—the educationa.l"progrem (item 21).

=S percent of the pa.rents of elementery students__pmfemd _some__

required courses plus a select\ion from a number of offered courses, while 62%
preferred some required courses\ plus courses developed to meet the specific
‘needs or interests of their child, About 6% of the pa.rents preferred a
selection of offered and specia.l]:v-developed courses with no required

courses, ' o : .

o methods. Most parents said they wanted a combina.tion of instructional

5

Group six ‘items 22=24), These three items cover - different instructional ,

 methods tha.t provided for both active and passive learning opportunities ‘for

" their child. (itenr 22). Ninety percent of the parents said they would like
-their child to learn by reaiiing,/doing workbooks, ana listening plus learning

by working with ob:]ects, bw plsying, or by living and doing things themselves

‘(1earning by- experiencing) _Less than 10% of the parents preferred mainly

*

! ,
- passive lea.rning, that is, lea.rning by reading, doing workboo!jjor 1istening.

Only 1% of the parents s fported learning meinly by experienc
Do parents prefer t t their children' learn in a step-'wise way, not
moving ahead until the p ious step has been learned, or in a flexible

" way, alldiring the course/ of study te be deveIoped in response tb the ‘needs

and interests of the students? At the elementary level, 13% of the parents

' preferred step-wise lea.rn ’ 25% preferred flexible learning, and 6%

_said ,itﬂrould depend 03

Almost all parent
several courses as the

e skillﬁr subject matter being learned (item.23).
specific courses or planned activities in
o'f‘inst’ruction for'reading and math. Twenty-one

*percent of ‘the parents/6f elementa.ry students preferred specific rea.ding

and ma.th courses, 73%. of the parents preferred specific courses and planned

activities in other courses, 6% preferred p_la.nned activities in ma.ny courses

| , i_rith no specific reading and math courses, and 1% sait the students interests

will lead them to develop reading and math skills without specific courses

or activities. Parents of secondary students preferred more specific reading
and math courses than did parents of elementary students. o N
v R :
&

Y
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P “K . ( Group seven (items 25, 2 ) How should akstudent's progress in School o
\ . be evaluated and who should beé the evaluator° About’ three-fourths of the’ o

.parents said they would like to know both how_their_child_is—doang%eompered—————————

- w1th other. students of the same. -age and how fmch their child has progressed

or learned (1tem 25) "A substantial percentage of parents. expressed

! X 1nterest only in how much their child has progressed ‘without a comparison ,
' \w1th other children of the same age (18% elementary, 22% junior high, ahd

27% senior high), ' : .

\ ~ Most parents said they would like either themselves and/or their chlld,

”~

1n addition to" school’ personnel, to be involved in evaluating their child's

p{ogress (1tem 26) v . o - .

\ Indiv1dual school differences. Differences among schools did occur.

Results for the, 1nd1v1dual schools are reported by cluster in the following
tahles in Appendiv A (Table 4, Central’ Cluster, ‘page 333 Table 5, Southwest

. Cl ster, page 38 Table 6, Washburn- Cluster, page 43 ; Table,7, West Cluster, '

pag h8‘) No discussion of school differences will be made in this paper.
The\results are preSented for use by the 1ndiv1dual school communities
\\\\staff, students, parents)f’”The potential error due to sampling and the
',,,,potential ‘error due to non-respondents (particularly in schools with lower

e , ‘

return rates) shoyld be kept in mind. L

Oy \ ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ ey ‘ - -
: Parenthatisfaction ‘with Their: Child's School : ot )
Table 3 on‘pages 24 and 25 shows the percentage of parents, bv groups

of S'hobls and 1nd1v1dual schools, who indicated that they werefsatisfied
’ with

ee aspects of their chlld 's school. (1) how well school is meeting
their ch%ld s achlevement and : 1nte11ectua1 ‘needs, (2)/how well school is
t]

meeting their Chlld ] emotional needs, and 3) the amount of communication

betwe h the school and the home. The 1tems were wr:l.tten 1n general terms.

* ot possible to determlne reasons for the parents expressions of

ction or dissatisfaction without more 1nformation. i o

ch J the three aspects received favorable ratings by the majority ,m

pareits. For the total group of parents of elementary students, 18%
said they were very satisfied and 65% said they were satisfied with how

. well the sch‘ol was meeting their child's achievement and 1ntellectual needs,

satisfied and 67% were satisfied with how well the school .

heir child's emotional needs, and 17% were very'satisfied and

3()
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the home. Differences among elementary clusters were not great, although

£

A

about 5% more parents ‘of elementary studnnts in the Cen ral Cluster than

A

K

v'/amount of comminication between the school andl_gme_ranGEdwfrom—§l$—te—9k%f*

Among the elementary schools, the percentage ‘of parents who expressed ﬁ;

parents in the“ other clusters expressed dissatisfaction with how well
the. school is méeting their Chlld s emotional needs. Parents of Junior '

- B

and_senior high students were 1ess satisfied than parents.ofwelementary

S

O

: ustudeqts. 4A>w”;“ﬂw- o

°

Greater. variation occurred among the individu,l schools on these three
satisfaction items. However, it should be kept in mind ‘that part of this
‘variation is probably caused by the greater likelihood of sampling and A
non-respondent errors in individual schools than in groups of schools.
satisfaction with how well the school was meeting their child's achievement”
and intellectual needs ranged from 71% to 93% Parent . satisfaction with how

” well the school was meeting their child's emotional needs ranged from 75%
. to Qh% among ‘the elementary schools, However, the percentage who said they'

were very satisfied ranged from 7% to 47%. Parent satisfaction with the

among elementary schools, with most schools having at least 20% of the
'parents expressing dissatisfaction.

Parent Commitment to Educational.Alternatives‘ ,
Do parents want alternative educational programs”b How far would they

- be willing to have their children transported to get the alternative of

their choice” More than Seventy-five percent of the parents said that
prov1d1ng alternative educational programs in. the West Area was 1mportaht
to them (see 1tem 4 in Table 5) Thirty-one percent of the elementary parents,

' 23% of the junior high parents, and 20% of the senior high parents strongly

supported this view. Parents of elementary students in the West Cluster

were particularly supportive .of alternative educational programs.
Q\lixi‘echoices,of alternative programs were available, about two-thirds

‘of the parents said’ they would prefer a system where several choices are )

offered within their child s present school (item 6 in Table 3). If it

were necessary to transport their child to have the program of their choice,

38% of the elementary parents indicated they would be w1lling to have their -

child transported to any school in the West "Area, h3% of the parents would .

3'be willing to have their child transpOrted to a school whose attendgnce . .
~area is next to their child 8 pr&sent sc‘ool, and 1% would. choose<the

[es

Y 2

&
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_ nearest available school regardless "of “the program offered (1tem 7, Table 3)

A smaller percentage. of parents of- elementary students 1n thé Southwest

Cluster than parents in ‘the other clusters sa1d they would be wllllng to . S
transport thelr ch-ldren to.any school in the West Area. A greater percentage
of parents of secondary students than parents of elementary students . "

o 1nd1cated w1111ngness to’ have the1r Chlld transported to any school in the

*West Area, _The varlatlon among schools was great. For example, 79% of B
the parents of Central. students, and 19% of theﬁparents ‘of Southwest Senior
ﬂigh students, saxd they would be willing to ggye their Chlld transported )

© to, any School in the West Area.

. The maJorlty of the parents felt it wasﬂimpertant>touthem that

’ aiternatlve educatlonal programs be planned to encourage a socio-economic

and - raclal balance of students in the West Area, 65% of the elementary
parents, 58% of the junior high parents, and 58% of the senior h1gh parents;‘
Because of the wordlng_of the _item, these flgures should not be used as.

an 1nd1cator of the percentage of West Area parents who support a SOClO-‘

44economie—andrraeiai—baiance*of—studeﬁts in the schools. As the item is.

’phrased, the parents who disagreed may support soclo-economic_and racial.
‘balance of the student population, but may.disagree that alternative

educational programs should be planned to encourage the balance.

- . ., P

Elementg;x Grade Level leferences -

Although d1fferences among elementary grade levels were not a magor
cons1deratlon of the study, a comparison of the responses of parents ‘of L
primary -(grades K=3) cﬂlldren with responses of - parents of 1ntermed1ate‘
(grades 4-6) children indicated few differences. On most 1tems, the

- A

d1fferences between the two groups on any response choice were less than'

;ten percent. The greatest d1fferences occurred on- the follow1ng 1tems.

. More primary. (8&%) than intermedlate (74%) parents agreed that
' providing alternative educational programs in the West Area
was important to them. " ) _ )
". Fewer primary (29%) than intermediate (ho%) parents preferred ;

that attendance be required gnd strlctly enforced.

. ‘More prlmary (39%) than 1ntermed1ate (30%) parents said they

-
]

vanted .a school whére cooperation 1s emphas;zed.
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More primary (30%) than 1ntermediate (22%) parent\\felt that
teachers are only one of many persons (1nclud1ng,adu S~and e

_oth other,atudents)— vho ’sﬁoﬁld ‘do the teaching. -

\ ~

° More primary (38%) than intermediate (28%) parents thought that

most of the time ~a variety of materials and ways to learn-shou\d

\

be available. . . ‘ 2 \\;.

More primary (hz%) than intermediate (31%) parents said that
students should progress-through their school work at “their

own speed.; S < ' A .
\ : - -

3 -

= e Summary and Conclusions L.

Parents of students who attended public schools in the West Area of
the Minneapolis school district were surveyed in the Fall of 197h to (1)

provide decision-making 1nformation for the West Are& administration

(2) give as.many parents as possible:-.an opportunity. for input into the

deC1sion-making process,'and (3) pfovide p:rents with 1nformation about

. educational choices and alternatives. Que

tionnaires were mailed to

e o

A

-regarding parent interest in and feelings about educational alternatives, <

parents of a randomly selected sample of‘20% of the students at each elementar}

school

and 10% of the students at each secondary school. Questionnaires’

- were returned for 2,068 stﬁdents.'or eighty-one percent of. the sampled -

students. The followingjsummary statements, or conclusions, are based

on the

~

results presented in the preceding pages.

. 1. The majority of the West Area parents supported the concept of
educational alternatives.n '

&,
.

: 2

*

- More than seventy-five percent of the parents said that providing
alternative educational programs in the West Area was important
to them. , e ‘ S ' - : v

"Parepnt. and student’ involvement 1n dec1s1on-mak1ng and contact .'

between gge school and home were egphasized bx the parents.

éfTWo-thirds of the parents said the school and parents should

" share the responsibility for making decisions about how the school
is Jun and what,courses of study should be offered at their Chlld s

L._u ,"}-‘.._-1..;,;
school.

- - About’ three-fourths of the parents of elementary students thought

students should be involved in deciding what courses of study
_ are offered at the1r school. '

- o RS - 35
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. About n1nety percent of the parents felt the parents (and/or ' ;

F1

student) shouid dec1de at least some of the subjects or 1nterest
areas that the child actually stud1es in school. . e Yo

¥
te Elghty-flve percent of the parents said they would like to have

t

, elther themselves and/or their child, .in addltlon to éEhool .
- . personnel, 1nvolved in evaluatlng their chlld's progress.
=, N " : ~ kR

3.\ The ggaorlty of theaparentsgpreferred flexlbalftx,in the»currlculum,,
L

.\ -

schedule, and instructional methods. e T - e
% ' . ..Less than 10% of the parents sa1d that most students should use

. the same materlals and be taught in the same way.

.  About two-thirds of the elementary and. half of the secondary
parents thought some part of the school day should be avallable _ )
for work in subject or 1nterest areas without a spec1f1ed length - -

£ time required for each area. _ )

hzhout 90% of the parents preferred either a selectlon from a

nutber of offered ch01ces or courses developed -to meet the specific

needs or interests of the1r ‘child, in addition to required courses.‘:
. Almost all parents .said that students who work faster or’ slower |

- ‘should be given extra work or help, or that students should progress

through their school work at their own speed.
. ;.'*mN-nety percent of the parents wanted 1nstructlonal methods that

' provide for both passive learn1ng (readlng, workbooks, llstenlng)

and active learnlng (worklng with objects, playing, experleneing)

h. The ma or1t of the arents referred team of teachers and s student

e - " responsibility for d1rect1 ome of‘thelr learnlng, rather than mainly one
‘ ' teacher who 1nstructs or d1rects the learnlng most of the time. ’ N
. One-thlrd of the\pa;ents ‘of elementary students wanted malnly one

ce ‘specialists available, TWo-thlrds preferred

| : ' . teacher, with reso

i” _ “a -team of teachers;Jb_
i o . . Two=thirds of the pgrents\wanted: the teacher to d1rect the legrning--
| | B some of the day, while the Student has the responsibility for
T directing hig/her own learnlng\some of the day. - ,”y;,//”f'

o« ~ About half of the. parents said te chers 'should .do nost of the teaching
but some parents and community members should be 1nvolved, while
Ce one-fourth of the parents felt that. te chers are only one of many
pe"sonp (includlng adults_and students) uho should do the teachlng.

) | o ‘f | :3() . \\
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5. Most'pgrents preferredfa learning environment that permitted
student movement and talklgg as_long as the settlng remained order;x or
:1 that work vas being done. - ' R ' . “; C e T

. ';Seventeen ‘percent of the elementary parents said students should.
" not move around gr talk without permission, 5 7% said students
" should be able to move around or talk as long as the setting'
~remains qniet and. orderly, and 25% said they should be able to’ )
moVe arouhd and talk freely as 1ong as their work is being done;u
Ninety percent of the parents preferred a required attendance ¢
. policy.

' Alth , . . L
that egphasized a greater‘flexibilitx and varietx of 1earnigg experiences
and greater: student responsibil:.txa ;x a small percentage of parents

preferred choices- that represented ' complete student responsibiliAy for

decisions _the learni 31tuatio 0 A
e . Almost‘all of the parents wanted the teacher to direct their child's -
e jlearning at.least part of the day. “About 2% of the parents said -

they would like their child to direct his/her own learning, with

a teacher avallable. ' .

Ninety-four pefcent of the parents wanted 8 teacher to at least
check with their child every few days to see 1f their work was
'being completed, Six percent of the parents said their child
should have comRlete responsibility for completing the work

- with'a teacher Available if the child wants to ask for help.

More than 90% of the parents wanted some ‘required courses in the "
educat10na1 program. The other 10% thought the educational
-program should consist of of fered elect1ves,andvcourses developed

12

to meet student needs. R T 4
‘A1l but a few: i ses or planned act1v1t1es ‘
- i several courses as the mode of 1nstructiop for readlng and math,
One(percent of the parents felt that the students' interests will
‘lead them to develop reading and math.skills without specific ¢

courses. - o

One percent of the'parents sa1d students should be .free to move

around ‘and talk as they w1sh.
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Although the numbers were not larée, response choices’emphaSizing

extensive student freedom and student’ responsibility for decisions in

o

s several learning situations ‘were preferred by some parents. v ' o 3 ;
// . \7. Affective education was- considered to be 1nportant hykmost of the v
parents. - ‘ e : o
« About 80% of the.parents said they wouldwlike their child's . ,
- S studies to include learning.about and dealing with feelings :,».'_7
) e and attitudes about self and others. v e

¢ .« * About two-thirds “"of the parents preferred a school that gives
* equal emphssis to cooperation and competition, while,oneethird

: preferred that cooperation be erphasized. L .
) | . _ . , . ; i :
. 8. Most pgrents felt their'children should work and plgx with children _
from a wider age range than the same age or grade level. o

. 'One-fourth of the parents preferred that all students w1th whom \

_ their child has an opportunity to work (play, study) be of the -
same age, about half wantég thE’EEBQSELSetoMﬁe*wifEiﬁdaﬁeﬂg;—f—_—‘_f"-——_

:jo years older or ungé?j’&nd the other parents preferred
//ye A P

o o’ o wider age ranges (5-11 years, 12-18" years)

£

9. Althoggh differences among schools occurred, most pgrents would” o
be willigg to have their child transpgrted to _a neighboring school (gt the -

min___t)_to have the educational program of their choice. ' 0 "
) . e Thirty-eight percent of the parents of elementary students indicated
o : they would be willing to have “their child transported to anyr"& - x .
Coe .~ school in the.West Area, 43% would be willing td have thémr child

transported to a school whose attendance ‘area is nextgtp-their
"child's present school, and 19% would choose the earest available

‘school regardless of the program offered. 3 o - o
. »'Parents in the Southwest Cluster would be"less wilinng than- '

- “?v parents in otheir clusters to transport théf’mi i
" schbol in thie.West Area. . % . n" SR o
. 10. The ma;oritx of thepparents‘indicated tha% thex ere generallx
satisfied with how well their Chlld'“ presentqschool was*meeting,their

. e T
ch11d's academic and emotlonal neads. g B

. For the total group ofkelementary*parents, 18% said’ they were very'
satisfied and Q5% said they were satisfied with how well the school

fv‘ ;'.‘J,nz .;‘ LR

was meeting their child's 1ntellectual -afid achievement needs, while .
" 19% were very satisfied and 67%_were satisfied with how well the

Q Ttmmt - school was meeting their emgtional néegds.
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g . , ;; ' - Appendix B
‘ Sampling Errors and Projections to the Population
- For most schools the estimated standard error due” to sampling is
near 5% That is, if 30% of the .sample of parents at ‘a particular school
selected a particular response ch01ce, it can be stated with a- 95%
probability of being correct that the value for the - total parent population
-at tha.t school’ lies between 30% + 2(5%), or between '20% "and uo% ‘The

:Testimated standard error due to sampling varies from about 6% at the smaller '

.]'-
- When the elementary schools. are grouped into the four clusters, the ./-

_schools, such as Page, to about 3. 5% at the larger schools such as Hale.

estimated standard error due to sampling decreases to about 2% or o
example, if 20% of the sample of parents of elementary children in the f
Washburn cluster said that "teachers .should do all of the teaching,” one/
could be 95% confident that the response for all parents in that cluster
would 1ie between 16% and’ 249 (20% 2(2%)) - The estimated standard errgz
“.due to sampling is about 1% for the total of all parents of elementary

- children, in the West Area.  The standard error due to sampling is abo

- f6r -the total junior high parents and for the total senior high parents.

o

Jections to the Pbpulation ! s

How would .parents of tite total student population at a particular u
" school, or at a coMbination of schools, respond to the questionna1re°

Estimates for any group . of parents ‘can be made by applying the item

respop@e percentages for the sample onto the total population. For example,
~';*-‘the totalrelementary ‘student population in the West- Arega is about 8,500

children.

three choices available on the item (dlmen51on) related to teacher-student
- d1rected learn1ng° According to Table 2 (item 15), the sample of the total
"elementary student population 1n the West Area responded as followsw

How many parents of these children would ' prefer each of the

o

Y

LAY
\_.
1
I

3

‘e

8




Saiple

Estimated

- 95%

- " ) - . Response - - Population =Confidence,bu
- Item - Response - ) . Percentages Numbers - Interval
‘Which of the Teacher instructs or : ) ' .
~ following school  directs the learning . 31% 2635 2635+l70
«Settings would . all of the time. : g SR
Vggrlfgglggr " Teacher directs the - N
¥ e learning some of the day;
student directs’ his/her : .
L " own learning some of L -
ST the aay. . 6T - 5695 5695£170
Student directs his/her ST '
B " "  own learning; teacher , ' , ,
~ . is. availah]ize. . T % . 130 170:60

-

PR ce— e e e

- Thirty-one percent of the sample 1nd1cated they would like the teacher
3to instruct or direct the learning all of the time. Projecting to the total -
population, an estimated 2,635 (31% of 8 »500) parents of elementary '

- children in the West Area would have selected that response if all parents -
.had been surveyed. - How.accurate is this estimate? Since the standard
error due to sampling for the tota1 West Area elementary population is
about l%, and since l% of 8 500 parents is 85, one can be 95% sure that

- the number of parents who would select this responise choice would lie
between 2635-2(85) and 2635+2(85) As mentioned previously, the sample deta
may have other non-sampling errors, such as the incomplete return«by the
sample.' ' '

can be estimated similarly for other resppnse

" The population’ responses
choices and other items. The standard error due to sampling will generalky
] be the same for all items and all response choices for any particular a ;'
« group (e.g. l% for all West Area elementary students), unless ‘the percentage ©
of the sample who chose a particular response choice is (roughly) less than
'15% or greater than. 85%,v In these situations, the error will be smaller
(see example aboye where 2% of the sample chose the third response choice),‘

"y

o
P
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SE Minneapolis Public Schools

o . ‘{ f I West Area

3 . o -

- CHANGES ARE TAKING PIACE IN OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM

v The Mirineapolis School system is gbing to offer Alternative Education.

: SR - It means that two or more educa.tiona.l ~ ;
I . programs will be . a.vailable from which | ¢
St | parents-and students can choose._ _ S '

N

The Board of Education has approved the idea and has decided ‘to begin

- - educational alternatives in the elementary grades by 1976 and at the

'~ secondary level at some future date. One of the choices could be similar
to the educational program your child is now receiving. It is understood
that school programs will work toward an integra.ted educational '‘experience
for all children.

L

. ¥

-

s, -

YOU CAN HAVE A SAY ABGUT WHAT THESE' CHANGES SHOULD BE

The purpose of this questionnaire 4is to find out what kinds of educa.tion ‘
parents want for their children. The school district wants and needs -
this information to help with the development of educa.tional a.ltermtives.

You are one of a scientifica.lly selected sa.mple of pa.rents. Your answers
_are therefore very important. - WHEN THE QUESTIONS ASK ABOUT "YOUR CHILD",
. YOUR ANSWERS SHOULD REFER ONLY TO%THE CHILD WHOSE NAME APPEARS ON THE

- ENVELOPE YOU RECEIVED.- ' .

X o
3 . . . . . ,
1 . v ' . . .

. . ) . e
3 . .
4 - : [ N
f :

The mumber in the.upper right hand corner will be used to follow-up .
parents who do not return the Juestionnaire. The completed quaestionnaires -
will be seen by a member of the Minneapolis ‘Schools' Research Depa.rtment only.

match.answers with names. If you do not feel comfortable being identified,
tear off the corner before returning the- Questionnaire. .Return the question-
naire in the sta.mped envelope.. tha.t has been provided. £ : ' BT

e . - 4

Carol "L. Vaubel | : . Marvin Tra.mmel :
Chairman, Parent-r Survey Committee West Area. Superintendent

65 -

. o ~ -, -October 29, 1974 .

Yoo ... . ... | . VWhat is Alternative Education?- e b e

A1l responses will be kept confidential and no attempt will be made to

Y
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‘School-Grade -

Each ot‘ the Questions belou describes a way in ‘which lchools can differ.

. Sy
West Area Parent Survey
Al-ternn.tive Educational Progreus‘

’ . SN T
!

-

For each Question, mark -

- an X by the one choice that best describes the kind of school you would like for your child. {the

_child identified on the envelope you received).

If you do not feel that you can meke a choice on

'a particular item, print the letters DK next to: the choices to indicate that you Don t Know.

! Try to answer every queltion.

There are no right or wrong answers.

Thank you very nmch.

(6) . How.would you like your child to use ‘the communi ty
outside the school during the school dl.y?

.

1. A few t‘ield tripl into the comunity,

the reSt of  the time in’ lchool.

8evera1 projects or-sctivities inthe ]
community, but most jof fine still in-
~ school. .

. ‘ ..34.

2.

Comunity could be /uaed e:&temiirely, very’
- 1little time uy be lpent in the school -
building. .

vy 1 s ]
v .
“n Which ettendnnce policy woa:u,i you pret‘er at

yowr*child's lchool? \

1. Attendl.nce required and strictly enforced\'
--by school. - - R
Attendence required end school encourages
regular lttendnnce.

Regular attendance in the school building
is not .required as long as student is
learning. o

¥ °

I, Aﬁtendnnce is left up to the student and/or
perents~; school does not t.eke“ nttendance.

~

(8) Hhet learning situation would youfpret‘er t‘or your
child for most of.the school day?

v.eStudents .may not .move eround or talk
. without permiuion.

Students may move around or talk as they .
.work as long as setting remains order:Ly
and quiet.

. Students may move arouiid and fal]jt t‘reely
- .a8 'long as their work is being done. - ~——
4. Students are free to move lround and talk
as they wish. ~

o

(9) 1In what way would you like your child to work
with other students in the learning sétting?

1. . By doing the work llone end not by working -
with*other students. -

2. By doing the ‘work alone much of the time,
but ‘several projects where students work

: mgether in a group. ‘ e -

3. About hllf the time doing the work alone

" and half the time working with a group .

of students.

4. Most of the time working with one or more -
.other student.n; helping eech other, group
projects. '

(10)

- (1)

(12)

(13)

.8 school ‘is run?

Should parents have a say in deciding the way

\

1. School should make all such decisions
. with no advice from parents.

'?..' School should mmke final decisionl after
advice from parents;

3. .School and parents should share the
~ responsibility for making such decisions.

4, Parents should meke final decisions
~ after advice from school.

’

Should ‘studentl of-your child s ege help mke
and eni‘orcé the school rules?
’\ I3
1, School rulel should be made and enforced
without advice from students. R

2. School rules should be made lnd enforced .
after advice-from ltudentl.

Students should share the responsibility
for mmking and enforcing the school rules, |

‘ : . ]
4. Students should make and enforce the rules. |

" - Jr——

.Should parents have a ‘s‘ey regarding what cod/rlel
_ of study are offered at their child's‘school? s,

1. °School should decide with no advice from
parents.
: V
School lhould make final dqcisiqn after
- advice t‘rom _parents. L

B e T

2.

3. School and parents lhould shére the . )
or the decision. ‘ !

\. Parents should make final decision| | Vo
after advice from school. \

N L J

° 4

Should students: of your child's age have a ley
regarding. what courses of study are offered at
their school? ..l‘

w 1
s

1. School should decide with no advice N
from ltudentl. .

School lhould mke final decision after
advice from students.
“a. ‘
3. School and students should share the
. responsibility for the decision.

4, . Students should mke final decislon . .
after ldvice from school.
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T61k) Which educational program (or course of studies)

RIC —

would you like to have for your child? .

l, A required course of studies ta.ken
by all students. .

Some required courses and a selection
from a number of other offered courses. )

Some required courses-plus courses
developed to meet the specific needs
or interests of my child.

i, . No required courses; a selection
- from a number of offered courses,

5. No reQuired courses; a .selection
from. offered courses plus courses
‘developed to meet the specific needs
or interests of my child. )

No .required courses, all courses are
developed to meet the specific needs
‘or:interests of my child. .

" (15) ‘Who should decide what sub;jects or interest

~ areas your child actually stu ies in school?

1. School (teacher) should make finsl
decision,

‘e ~

2, _School (teacher) should decids some,
. parents snd/or student should decide some.

Parents snd/or student should decide.
b
(16) Once your child’s course of studies has been
decided, vhst should the school do to help
your child complete the work? .

,‘ » 3'

‘ 1. A teacher should work closely with my .
" child ‘every day.
R “

) 2, B teacher should check with my child
'~ every few days and give assistance when

teacher feels it is needed.

3. ‘A teacher should check with my child

. every few days and give sssista.nce o

if the student wants it.

u, My child should have complete responsi-

= bility for completing his/her work, a
tescher is available if ny child wantsa
- ’ to ask for help.

(17) What difference in materials and ways to learn
would you like to bave available to your child?

1. Most students use the same materials
’osnd are taught in the same. way.

2, Part of the time students use the same
e - materials and are taught in the same way;

.. " part of the time a variety of materials _
' .and ways t~ learn are available.

“

3. Most of the time s variety of rmterials

, "and ways to learn are avallable.

1. A %chool where competition is emphasized.

é. A school where competition and cooperstion
are equally-emphasized : o
o - 3. A school where cooperstion is emphasized.

.

-

e L years),

. can spend working on srw One area\or

(18) - which type of school would you prefer for your child?

(19) ‘Which of ¥he following school. settings would you *
.like for yog child’ ,

' l, Tea her instructs or directs the learn=- ‘
.. ing all of the time. ’

2; 4Tesche- directs th: 1esrning some of the
day; student directs his/her ‘owi learn-

¢ ing some bf the day.

3. Student directs his/her own 1esrn1ng,
" teacher is available, .
(20) How old would you like ‘the students in school to
be with whom your child&hﬂs an opportunity to
work (play, study)? '

(1. ALl students at s‘z same gge (or grade)
level, . A :
\
2, Students ‘within one or two years youn;er
or older than "V child. -
3. Students. within an elementarx, or second~
ary age range (5-11 yesrs old, or 12-18

\\ I
\e

L, -A1l sges from 5-18 yesrs. \

(21) How would you like your childd's school time to o
be used? v y .
* \

1. School day is divided into time' periods;
- child is limited in how much time he/she

subJect.

2, Psrt of school dsy 1s divided into ime
periods; part of school day is not ad];vided
+ into time periods, child may work on &
; subJect for sn! length of time, . \

3. School day is not- divided into time .
- . periodsy child ‘may work on a subJect for
. . any length of tine. \

(22) How would you like to have your child evaluated?

1, Would like to know “how well my child is
» doing compared with other students of ’
i the same age., - |

2, Would 1ike to know how much'my child hss
progressed or learned; and also how my

. child is doing compered with other

“ students of the same age.

3. Would 1ike to know how my child is doing«
and how much he/she .has progressed; but
not how my_child is doing compared with
other students of’ same sge.

(23) Who should evaluate your child's progress in
school?

1. The school should evaluate, with no
involvement of child or parent. %

2. The school and child should evs.lua.te "

his/her progress together, ) B

3. The school snd p.rent should evaluate ' -
his/her progress together.

4, The school, child, and parent should
evslmte his/her progress together.

5, My child should eysluste his/her progress.

.
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_ (21;) Hho would you 1like to telch yourlchild in school?

F
|
\

»

1. 'neachers should do all ﬁi’ the teaching.

Teachers . lhould do most& of the teaching,
but some parents and comnmnity members

8hould be inwolved. - |

2.
PR

3. 'l’elcherl are onlyone of hany persons
S (including sdults and other students)
o who should do the teach ng.

you would like to ht.ve for your ¢ 1d? ~

with or is avail-
h specialists
available.

1. Lhinly one teocher works
~able to my child; alth

in music, phy. ed., are

- 2. Several teachers work with or &re available |
+ to my child in different|areas; little .
.comunicotion among teac hers obout sttﬂents.
3, A teanm of teachers works|with or is uvpil-

. able to' my child; regular comunicstion
among teachers about students.

\ - . . .

(26) How lhould your child progress through his/her:
3 school work" )
. )

3 1. All students within a grade level or class-
\ room should progress at the same speed and-
' study the same things.

Students should study the same things each
day, but extra work or hélp should be given
—~—to students who work faster or slower.«

2.

3. students should progress hrough their «
4 o school work at their own gpeed.

(27) How would you': 1ike your child to learn in school"

Mainly by reading in books, ‘doing work-
books, or listening to someone tell a.bout
. thi’ngs. i

'1.

By reading, doing workbooks, and listening
lus learning by working with objects, by

playing, or by living and oing things
themselves.

2.

3. Mainly by working with obJetctl, by playing,

N ) or by living,and doing things themsel_es.

\
(28) How do you want your child to learn ‘s particular
skill br subject" . ]x

1, In a step-wise way, not moving ahead .
: until the previous step has been learned.

( In s flexible way, allowing. 'the course
of study to be developed in ‘response” to
the interests and needs of.’a student or

© group of students. (sometimes covering

a wide range of skill levels in one ‘course)
) o

3.

(32) Are you satisfied with how well school is meeting

- [

Ve 1

(29) How would you ‘prefer that instruction’in buic .
~ skills, such/as reading and math, be provided
for your chiid"

" \

1.
2. "Provide specific courses and phnned. |

reading and math activities in of
. school activities and courses.

No specific courses, but reading and math
activities and projects planned. in ot*her
. . school activities and courses, . *

%

Students' interests will Jlead them to Y
develop reading and math ‘skills without
specificicourses and activities.

\ : " v :: ..

(30): ~Should learning about ‘and dealing wi/th feelings
© and attitudes about self and othexs be included
in- your child's educu.tion in school"’

work on feelings and ottitudes_. i
Only if a situation ariles in school

where ‘it is necessary to deal with
feelings and attitudes. .

Yes; my child's studies should include
» - some work on feelings and attitudes.

Yes, my child's ‘studies should include |
a 1ot of work on f'eelings and attitudes.
(31) How should problems that your child might have

at school be handled?

" School handles.as it sees fit without -

parent involvement. »

) vy
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RESPOND TC- THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS OR "'I‘A'i'Em-,NTS BY +7

your child’s achievement and intellectual needs? .

A

Very saticfied
. Satisfied - - ’ K
Dissatisfied A

Very dissatisfied

(33) Are you satisfied with how well school 1is meeting
© your child s emotionnl needs?

L

"Very satisfied

1.

. satisfied g

-,

2

.
. Dissatisfied

2. Sometimes (1), sometimes (3), depending
on the skill or subject thnt is 'being
learned. - < :
' Vel
BT S bb
J .
/
/ -

. Very dissa!:isfied -

N

MARKING THE ONE CHOICE THAT BEST. DLSLRIBLS HOW YOU FEEL.

P,rovide lpecific reoding and unt.b coursei.

' No, my child's studies should not. include, . |

_ 1.
" .child or parent involvement.
2. School handies problem after talking.
with parehts. - \
" 3. School, parents, and child work out a&. = |
: solution togethera yo
____ k. School and child work it out witi:out o

"y
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RESPOND T0 THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS OR sm\'mmrs BY
MARKING 'DE ONE CHOICE THAT BEST DESCRIAES HOW YOU FEEL.
(34) Are-you, satisfied ‘with the amount of comnmnication
e between the school and the home" .

T

Very satisfied

2 Satisfied ' L -

Dissatisfied not enougﬁ communication

or‘

Dissatisfied, too much comunication

. 3.
L,

C e ‘e
" Providl~g alternative educational programs
within the West Area is important to me.

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree:

-ADisagi-ee

~ .
Stro\gly disagree
>y '. ) ) .
(36) ‘It is important to me that alternative educa-
‘tional programs be planned to encourage a ’
. socio=economic and racial balance of students

k4

: (3‘7) If choices of educational programs were-

available > which system would you. prefer?

.

)

A system where aeveral choices are
.offered within my, child‘s present R
school. 5

A system where seversl schools are
grouped and each schgol has one
particular educatio 1 program,

4 1.

k4

3, Either one

hed alternative educational programs were Avail-
able in the West Area, how far would you be
wa.llmg to have your child transpérted to bave
the program of your choice? (Check only one)

' (38)

1. To any school im the Wesf Area

2. No further than. a school whose atten-
danée area 'is next to my child's’ °
~present.’school. )

I would choose the nearest available
school regardless of the program offered.

3.

———

I'NFORMTION ONLY -~ WEST AREA SCHOODS

in the West Area. Elementag Elementag "Juni)or H! zh
' ‘ Agansiz Fulton ‘Anthony ,
. 1. Strongly agree. . Amwatin- Hale Brysst -
- . . Aml.tage Harrison Jefferlon
gree RO Audubon Kenny leley
' N ’ Barton " Kenwood ) Southwest
3, Disagree . .. > . . Bryn Mawr lake Harriet ' :
- . Burroughs Lyndale Senior High*
4, sStrongly disagtee - : Calhoun . Page Central
) Field Windom- Southwest
7 ; Washburn
T : ’ ' v West
o L .
kS . @ . 'y !
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