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ABSTRACT T

Pif+een reasons for the current negative status of
the social studies as a curriculum in schools of the United States
are provided. The 15 reasons include (1) lack of a well-planned,

issue-centered, skill-ortented social studies curriculum program, {2) -

overdependence upon history and neglect of other social sciences, (3)
la¢ck of a minimum set of essential national social studies goals, (4)
decline of the social studies from the organizational center of the
elementary school program, (5) lack of conviction By administrators
of the function of social studies, (6) dlscouragement by the failure
of certain programs, (7) authoritarian image of the social st udies
teachers to the student, (8) weak role of the social studies
department chairpersons and supervisors, (9) failure "to gather and
use parental and Public support, (1) lack‘ of valid social studies
assessment and evaluation procedures, (11) lack of humane classroonm
environments to motivate and interest students, (12) lack of sound
research in the field of social studies education, (13) overemphasis
of the content in social studies at the expense of skill development,
(14) isolation of the school and classroom from the real world of the
commanity, and (15) lack of firm conviction about the ethical values
wvhich social studies teach. (Author/DE) L
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THZ SOCTAL STUDIES IV THEIR GOLDZY YRARS: Al INHOUSES WEDTCAL A° U DEPARTMEMTOF HEALTH, |
. / EOUCAHONGW!LF:IOI' 3
S o - HATIONAL INSTITUT 1
o Richard 2. Gross ‘°“"'s°"BEE~N v
-~ . T HA
) School of Zducation ;:lcsec?oecxum‘srtv AS nECEWEoo;l
. . GANIZATION ORL
Stanford University T ZT.ENZE.‘:Sg'S.?ﬁ?Ss IEW OR OPIN
[ STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY RE
55N1o==mnALNAn0NALlenTuf
—i ' . EOUCATION POSITION OR POLICY
— Depending upon the birth date accepted, the sqcial studies are n.
(e ]
LJ 55 and 75 years old. In this case I wish to serve.as a professional M.D. and to

chack on the health of the field. How hardy is it? TIs it rsady for retirement?

Is rajuvenation possible'if its, status is poor? Tnitial prognosis does not bode ’
. well from an observational standpoint; will an exanination in depth provide an

even less promising profile?
My presentation is in response to conditions that do not have to be detailed
for supervisors. I share your deep concerns fof from across the country I find
declining enrollments, drops in social studies rejuirenents, cuthacks in personnsl,
and the like. This cancerous growth first bscame appirenc in “ashinzton, D. C. last
year, with the threat to do away with the social studies entirely, and now from

student ratings to historians we are once 3zgain under atLack as purveyors of social
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slush. I have carefully reviewad the situation aad find the folloiiaz fifteen fac~
S
tors all responsiole 1o some de.;z'ee for'ths current mMiacmi.

1. 'le social studies educators havas never rounted a true social shturies

. 4
program — one that is well planned, seguenced; timely, issus=-cantzrad, and skill-

< orisnted: a decision-making curricnlum of socio-civic learnings and exnariences.

You supervisors know that this just does not exist. A materizl coatribution to

-
'this xey weaknass has been our failure to produce teachers who can accomplish

-

such a curriculum. -

2. There has been an overdspendence upon history aand certain soeial aciézcg
it 4

’ |
disciplines and a neglect of others,.such as economics and social psychologys in

the shaping of our social studies offerings. Additionally, the traditional special

% Aa abridzement of an address by the Past President of the NTSS before the Bocial

'~

studies Supervisors Associdtion mesting in Atlanta, Hovember 255 1975.

[
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sciences do not by themselves provide fully adequate avenues for experience and
action in a motivating social stmdies program; integration with other disciplines

and other aspects of 1life are fundamental in the formation of a complete program

Iy
. . B

of social education.

3. 'we are also handicapped by our failure to establish a minimur set of

v

essential national goals which will clearly establish the centrality of the social
studies in the general education of children and youth. Through a lack of wise

selectivity, we have promoted the idea that almost any learnings in our field are

of equal value. Mini-courses, electives, and do-your-owa-thing offerings abound.

I do not want to negate the value of some of these, but each should build on and

contribute to the attainment of the fundamental goals. ‘e vill continue to drift

in seeming aimlessness until we can agrse upon a central core of mandated,structured;

and articulated learnings.

'

L. Particularly tragic is the decline of the social studies from the organizations

center of thé elementary school prozram. (Of course, in many places social studies
have never attained such a position.) Unfortunately, current back-to-basic trends,
elemantary school testing prozrams, gﬁd a seemingiy‘growing agreemeat on the part
of many elementacy school teachers all contribute to a threatening atbtituds that

v

the social studiss are relatively unimportant; thus, what should be tpz heart

of elementary school units is in danger of elimination or receives at best scant
attention,

5, e have failed to convince administrators of the unique needs and functions
of the social studies. The continuing freqﬁent assignment of poorly or inadequately
prepared personnel to instruct in ovr £ield is one of the greatest causes of our
ineffectivensss. Again far too minimal credentialing rec ivements have contributed

A

here: I can't imagine, for example, teachers being allowed to handle most social

studies courses at the secondary level or being permitted to offer social studies

in the elementary school when they kave had a single or perhaps no course in human

~

go0geaphy. - . ,

>
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6. e have also »2en plazued by a bandiagon-nanacea syndrome, Anxious to

ey

Zain motivatinn, we seen to hav2 an extraordinary tendency to grasp at untested

approachks for vhich w2, the students, and the community are not ready, wherein

we make mistakes waich bﬂc<;1re) damaze our imaze, and than retreat to what the

punlls have long reacted azainst, thus further inciting them. Havinz burned
our fingers, we often then become afraid to do the rethinking and reorganizing

which would help a new approach succe<d. Recent e: amplps in this catezpry include

4
team teaching which has usually deteriorated into take-turn teaching or the unassesse

- -
and uncontrolled garing binge through which we may actually hinder the attainment of

several of our more important social studiss aims.
1

7. Too often social studies mentors cast authoritarian images. In this
mistake we reinforce pupil attitudas about the hypocracy of the system which aims

to propagandize them. e school does have the handicap of being a custodial in-
-

stitubiohy but frequently this supposed workshop of civic education provides a

N

most unhappy, example of undemocratic behavior and organization. The mors experi-
, .

enced I become, the more cerfain I an qf‘the over-riding importance of thne image
and schools

w2 cast. Teachers,/must model the concerned and respoasible qualitiss that char-

acterize the citizen in a frez society.

8. 'le must act to strenzthen the roles of departmental chairpersons and of
supervisors. How often are departrmental chairpersons anything more than funnels
for book orders? And hou many supervisors are afraid to supervise? The leader-—
snip positions of these roles rmust be upgraded and both should be institnting

’
vigorous in-service educavion efforts. |, »”

9.. 7le have neglected the informing and co-opting of essential pacental and
public support. ‘le have also failed Lo reach key agencies and organizabions in
our communities. Thoroughly knowledjeable lay leaders and roups can be of tre-

mzndous aid in furthering our efforts. If we are not coavincing advocates for .

the soclal studies, these individuals znd groups can be serious stumbling blocks.




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

© ——— . it A i

Under such circumstances we become wvulnerable to outside pressures and have too

often had to bou to controls and censorship which limit the right of the pupils

«

©o learn. -
10. Our failures to define our purposes clearly have confounded te extremely

ifficult problems of evaluation in our area; but the old bromide that true social

A

studies assessment can only be proved in later life will hold no longer. 'le must .

R

be able to prove the effica2cy of our programs. Owr captive audiences and “their
parents are ever less quiet and accepting. Ue now must give pr{ﬁe attention to
the measuring of attainments in our field so we really knov if it'T?d wiab we do
gake any difference.

11. YWe truly need to work on the environment for learming within our class=

rooms; of course, we share this challenze with our colleazues in othar areas.

»
. -

But evidence continues to point to the facts that ou? schoclrooms lack a humane,

dance orientation and that ve do compnaratively little to truly individualize

[

and motivate. Thic is a particularly serious lac!

s

t the hizh school.level., Of
all classes, the social studies shonld be wiar1, understandiaz, and succoss-—
oriented — indezd, of all thinzs, social! .

12, Our problens are also related to the comparative lack of sounl research
in the field of social studies education. It must be adnitted that we do not have
adequate proof for many aspects of what we are trying to attain. This certainly
further complicates our explaining and defending. I persona}ly believe that a
major responsibility for every supervisor is to encourage and facilitate research
efforts by teachers in their districts and urge you to help mount significant
studies which may nelp us prove the efficacy of our programs.

13. The coatent—~fact emphasis in the social studies must be replaced by a

v

long overloo'ted skills element. To neglect the social studies skills is to neglect
the fundamentalsc of our field. The command of basic compstencies from graph and
map interprebation or groun work skills to observational and analytical nualities
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“must live by. Integrity, justice, and compassion are bub three examnle

.

or expressive abilities are just a sampling of a myriad of social studies skills

that have to be built into the social studies program. If we can really become

) 134

process—oriented, it will harbor one of the most significapt improvements that

has characterized the field since its <nception.

I N Foz_?oollong the school has bzen highly isolated. Tndependent and
small group studies that move into the real world of the community, state, and
region are long overdue. I an pleased to see parents and pupils breaking down
the castle walls and filling in the moats. i;he concept of the school as an
island has %een years in dying; but it h;s hzlped maintain a remote social
studies prozren where students have littlg chance to apply or act upon their

o

studies and conclusicns. The school as a hub of the community can prove to be
a {roublesome and boatrocking institution; \bu£ this is where we can meet the
rising demands for relevance. Our failure to systematically incorporate and use
our immediate milieu is one of the major factors in turning youth from our field.
15, Las%ly, I wich to challenge the relativism that ue have let sap our
"convincability.” 1In the name of ohjectivity, we have allowed a kind of nautral
leukemia to take hold in our schoolrooms wherein the boys and girls are lead to
wonder if we stand for anything and if anything is worth stanling for. I am of

the opinion that there are nrinciples we must extend; there are sanctions we

fy

NG

maintain that txese and other such basic qualities need to be car2fully built
back into our programs. The failure to maintzin ethical value~oriented ermhases
A Fy o H

in the sncial studies where youth may come to undefsténd why they hold certain
L gain ‘
“beliefs invinlate, how to work to extend them, as %ell af the streagth to stick

by them uhen nsed be, may, indeed, for youag pzople and the nation, let alone

)
ours2lvas; be the sreatest of our failures in mounting a viable program of social

!
education that'is worthy of maintenance.
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