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INTRODUCTION

In May 1973, the Faculty Council at Harrisburg Area
Community College passé; a proposél to suspend the Suspénsion
Policy in order to develop a study group for a study of the
said policy.'(Sée Appendix A) Azsordgng to the proposai,
the Suspensicn Pclicy was to be held in abeyance for three
semestgrs only;) The periodAbf abeyance ended December 30, 1974.

In this‘paper I intend to compare the academic progress
of those students who would ordinarily have been suspended,
but were permitted to re-enroll during the subsequent semester
and those students\placed on suspension and readmitted after
a period of non-academic activity. .

DEFINITIONS ‘ v

ACADEMIC SUSPENSION POLICY:
A student must maintain a cumulative grade point
average according to the following schedule to .remain,

eligible for continued attendance at the Coliege:
' Credit Hours

Average Attempted
1.00 B-12 L
1 1.20 13%24 ‘
1.4Q,E) 25-36
, 1.60 37-48
“*\\' 80 48-60
2,00 ' 61 and above

A student who failg to meet these levels shall be
suspendeé for a period of one semester, after which he may
ﬁpply for readmission. |

If a stugent who is sdspgnded‘has soﬁe proof of

there being extenuating circumstances, he may appeal his .




Ll

summer”session, may be placed on academic probation or

semester Grade Point Averages.

‘suspension.
]

This appeal must-be made not later %hanthe third i .
day of the semestér»following suspension. Furthe;‘information
is available from the office of the Director of Admissions
and Records. w & i A “ ‘
"Each student who obtains less than a 2.00 average
at mid-term shall be gent a letter of warning, calling his
attention to his low acq&evement and femigaihg him of the '
staﬁﬁards set forth above. Upon receipt of éuch a lettér,
the student should consult his advisor about his status.
Each student placed.on probatioh or suspension shall

be notified by letter and a copy placed in his'personnel

v

folder. ‘ .

‘

A student at the Harrisburg Area Community College who

ddes not meet academic standards during his attendance at a
suspension according to the provisions stated above.
ACADEMIC PROGRESS | ,' o

Progress will be determined'by comparing end of

. &

’ ‘a

Reviewing releyant literature, I found that research.
: -

REVIEW OF LITERATURE o .
.W
on the success of readmitted students was done primarily in

¥ . \
the Sixties. I could not find anything relévant done in recent
years., Findfhgg in the studies were not consiﬁtént; however,

tﬁe groups studied had different characteristics which probay

account for the inconsistencies.

v
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Remedial reading courses led to the success of students
. =~ \‘
readmitted to California Public Junior Colleges after dismissal

from the University of California. The major cause of suspension
was poor reading ability. The {sample group were students

\ who had superior high school grades.

e ~ ED 013 601
’ Of 351 transfer students who were on a probationary
\ - ‘ "
status, 55% were. later sugcessful, i.e., removing themselves
- - N S 4 '

~ from probationary gtatug. Age was unrelatedAto success.
Sludents-met greater success in summer sessions than in
regular. No relationship was found'bet&een degree of success
and a waiting period before refentri. ﬁgduction of study
? load after transfer appeargd related to failure to ac@ibve

I

regular status.

i

Campbell & Holm: ’ ;d//

) i O
\ | "There is a definite likélihood of an academic improve-

ment following a period of absence from the campus." Camppell

Y ’
& Holm also found that the greateg the period of absence,
1. -

‘the more improvement, up to three years.

Pl
4

ED 010 734

>
. ]

P . - C C o\
The perfo;mance of readmitted students on probation
|

at Los Angeles City College who had. stayed out of school for
~ . .

anl

‘a semester or more did not differ from those who had not.
. . v
Lautz, MacLean, Vaugh and Oliver
"The principal conclusions to be derived... ... are \

that, for the population of academic failures characterized

by average high school achievement and averaée scholastic

Ny -
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aptitude, spec%ﬁic academiéyskills are important, past academic
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record seems unimportant, and a general factor called incentive

seems important in the attainment of passing grades upon

readmission."
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Section I: The Charge

Compare the prodress of students who were suspended prior
to May, 1973, with those suspended after May, 1973. Progress

will be determined by semester GPA over two semesters - of work..

Once I hegan the study, I discovered that the® suspension
policy had not been enforced from the time of the flood
(summerq 1972) . Therefore, I identified the following 7
groups of students. ‘ ) '

: ’ Group 1 - Pre-Sprihg 197% (Spring 1970 to and including

Fall 1971) -
. ' a. Those who were guspended but re-admitted
— * .+ _without sgi ting out a semester ({e—instated
//\ @ students) . '

b. Those who-did not return. .

N c. * Those who returned after sitting out one
semester.

d. Those who returnéd after sitting out more
than one semester.

Group 2 - Spring 1972 up to and .including Fall 1974

a . a. Those who returned the next semester-c (i.e.,
‘ that spent no tipe out). :
A b. Those who did not return. C )
c. Those who réturned after sitting out on
semester.
' - After identifydng the above, groups, I identified the
variables in the following order. ' '
o 1. Social Security Number g B
2. , Curriculum adpitted to .
3. Current curriculum
. 4. Marital status .
5. Veterans status , '
6. Age
7. Sex .
8. Semester Suspended
9. GPA of suspension. semester
. 10. Credits carried during suspension semester
11. PFirst readmit date ‘
12. Next semester after re-admit
13. GPA that.semester
= 14. Credits taken that semester ,
15. Second Semester after re-admit
s 16. GPA that semester /

17. Credit hours that semester
. 18. Cumulative GPA
19. Cumulative credits
20. Graduation (yes-no) : o
, q

<

N\




LIMITATIONS .

“\‘

R . ;“,_,_-—-M s ) ‘
some of tha confounding variables I considered are

as follaws:

1. What activity did the student pursue between
' suspen51on and readm1551on? .

2. Afe gradlng practlces dlfferent now than in
the past? . , .

3. What>eourses is the student taking now - what
did he take before suspension?

4, Is any difference due to natural md//;atlon of
the student? ) -

5.  What kinds of personal problems such as family,
financial, emotional, etc. affect a student's
progress? :

6. What is the effect of or the threat of suspension

on a student?
(

There are also forces such as motivation,aptitude,
acaggmiceskills, etc.,which probably affect a student's

\\

success or failure which I have not defined.

12
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. Section II: Comparison of‘Groups

One major confounding variable is the fact that many eligible
fo?® suspension were not suspended even before the policy was
dropped in 1972\ ' However, this change d1d have an impact in that
-the GPA's of the never-left group shift from 50 percent below 1.0
in Group 1-A to 75 percent below 1.0 in Group 2-A.

! The distributién of GPA's during the subsequent gsemester after
- the suspension semester was higher for Group l-A than for Group 2-A,
which may be an artifact of the previous point. '

5 The distribution of GPA's for students who returned after
sitting out for one semester: were different in that Group 2-C
generally had lower GPA's than¢did Group 1-C, which may be a con-
tinuation of the previously-mentioned artifact. '

14

There is a much higher percentage of low (all below 1.6) GPA's

second semester after re-admission in Gradup 2-A (89%) -
(56%) and in Group 2-C (89%) than in Group 1-C°

L}

during
than in Group l1l-A
(54%) . Note that this is virtually all drop-outs in each case

and is not an accuraté GPA. But, it does show that the majority
of these suspended students drop out'eventually. - ’

_The success (meagured by GPA) of suspended students after
re-admicsion regardless of time spent out is lowgr in Group 2
than in Group 1l. ? Vo

The reader should keep in mind that overall 80 percent of
all suspended students did not return to the College regardless
of policy. In-Group 1, 82 percent did not return, and in Group 2,
77 percent did not return. : ’

During the period of Spring-1969-70 to end of Fall 1974-75,
1302 students were suspepded. Of this number, 259 returned to
H.A.C.C. Of the 1302 studentsg, 21 subsequently graduated.
Graduation may or may-not havé been the students' goal.

-~
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- Section 111- Highlights bf Group 1 (Tablés 1-23)
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3.

There &eems to be few differences between ‘sub-groups ‘of
ﬁroup 1. by sex. - For example, 82.4 peréent of the males
never returnéed compared to 81.5 percent of the females, .
(Table 2). - ‘ o
Thére are relatlvely sllght d;fferences between manrled and
‘single,students. The only notlceahle difference is t at a
slightly larger percentage of single people never returned
compared: to married people (82:7 percent 51ngle, 76.8
percent marrled) (Table 4)

The differences between veterans and non-veterans are also
slight. -Nori-veterans tend to never return at a slightly
higher rate (83.1 percent) than vetérans (75.5 percent)
(Table 6) s
-~

There is a direct relationship between the GPA at the \
semester of agspen51on and the probability of continuance
or return at later date. If a student had a GPA of 1.5
or below, the probablllty is better than 3 out of 4 that
he will not. return. If the GPA is highe? than 1.5, the
probability is approximately 1 out of 2 that he Wlll not
return. It should be pointed out that the vast majority,
approximately 95 percent of the students, are below a_l.5.

* (Table 8) . . /
At the end of the re-admit semester,‘of those who did not
sit out (that is, never left), approximately 50 percent had

- a GPA of less than 1.0 for that re-admit semester. Op the

other hand, approximately 18 percent had a GPA of above

"2.5. Of those who returned after one semester, approximately

33 percent had a GPA below 1.0 in their re-admit semester,

and 32 percent had GPA above 2.5. Returning after 2 _or more
emesters, 33 percentiéwere below a 1.0 GPA, and 38 percent 5
re above a- 2.5 GPA Table 9).

Looking at second semester data on GPA° after re—adm1551on,

the following can be ascertained. Of those who never-left,

.56 percent were below a 1.0 the sdtond semester after they

' were re—admltted and 4 percent were above a 2. 5. Of

those who returned after sitting out one semester, 54 per-

' cent were below a 1.0 the second semester after they were

re-admitted, while 8 percent were above a 2.5. Finally, of
those who sat out 2 .or more semesters 75 pexrcent were

below a 1.0 their second semester after re-admission,. and
10 percent were above a’2.5. o
It must be noted that a large majority of the 73.7 percent
below 0.5 were not enrolled the second semester, so, in
short, they dropped out. Of the 57 who returned after 2

or more semesters approximately 30 never came back after
their re-admit semester leav1ng any additional percentages
among this group suspect in light of how few students are
involved. Note that 8 of the 30 could not have had a second

e-admlt semester because of the timing (Table 11).

13 . o




9.

This section deals with the credits carried at the o
semester of suspension. Of those who never returned,

: approx1mately 45 percent- carrled more than 1l eredits,

i.e. were full-time. Of those who did not sit out a
semester, 33 percent were full-time students, .and of
those who sat out one semester, 50 percent were full-time.
Finally, of those who sat out 2 or more Semesters, 28
percent were full- tlme at the semester of suspension.
(Table 15). . \ ~
.This item deals with credits carried during the re-admit
semester. Of those who never left,*28 percent carried
12 or more credits after their re-admit semester. Of
those who returned after 1 semester out, 29 percent carried
12 credits and none carried more. Flnally, of those who
sat out 2 or more semesters, 16 percent carried 12 or more
{edxts.' Therefore, the majority of students that we have
been working with were re-admitted on a part-time status.
(Table 17)

In éroup 1, of 761 suspended'students, 19 ultimately
“graduated . (2.5 percent) which is not surprlslng in llght
of the ntmber of part-timers.

14
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Section IV: Highlights of Group 2 (Tables 24-46)

1.

The only sex differences that we see is that a relatively
high percentage of females never- return, 8l.6 percent, %
compared to males, 75.2 pe&gent (Table 25). ' .

. ’ . ~ ¢
The major difference between married and non-married
students is that married students, when they become ‘
eligible for syspension, nevér return at a higher rate /s
(83 percent) than single students (75.2 percent) L.
(Table 27) S ) ' -

4

Slight diffe ences are noted between non-veterans and
veterans /in /that 78.2 percent of the non-veterans never
compared to 72.4 percent of the veterans (Table 29).

At the sempster of suspension there is a direct relationship
betweer GPA and whether or not a student returns. Of those
GPA below 0.5, 83 percent never return. Of those
GHA between 0.5 and 1.5, approximately 60 percent .|

abovel a /L.5 GPA (Table 31). :

4
nd of the first semester ter supposed suspenéion,
the hever-lefts demonstrated the llowing GPA's: 52 per-
cent hgd GPA below 1.0, an
here-admit semester df those who sat out one
semestpr had 41 percent wi{th a GPA below 0.5 while 30 percent
bove’' 2.5 GPA (Table 32).

_ThisJétem dedls with the GPA the second semester after

re-admit. . The vast majority of those who never left had

a 0.0 for the second semester after re-admit implying ° ,
that they never enrolled for a second semester. The numbers
who /did are *so feéw that little can be drawn from them,
although 5 actually were above a 2.5 GPA. Of thdse who

sat out one semester, the majority never made it to a

second semester to have'a GPA. Of those who did, all were
below a 2.0 (Table 34).

At the semester of suspension, of those who never left

approximately one-third were full-fime. Of those who
never returned, 26 percent were full-time studernts, and,
of those who s#% out one semester, 21 percent were full-
time students.. 'The reader should keep in mind that the
vast majority were in Group 2-B, those who never returne
(Table 38). s .

This item deals with credits carried during the re-admit
semester. Twenty-two percent of the never-lefts were
full-time in their re-admit semester, whereas only 10
percent (or.actually, 3) students who stepped out a semester
returned carrying a full load (Table 40).

Of those who had a second semester after being re-admitted,
only 2 people carried a full load. The rest were carrying

less than 12 credits (Table 42).

15 B
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9. Of all the sub-graups, there were only 2 graduates and
these were among those who-never left. At the same time
v .. it should be noticed that one would not expect too many
w v graduates out of this group in light of the relatively

small portion who were full-time {Table 46).
‘ .
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g APPENDIX A i .11

'STUDY OF CURRENT SUSPENSION POLICY

-

Each year about this time, a cry of criticism is heard from faculty,
and counselors concerning the current academic suspension policy.
Since Admissions and Records Office is generally responsible for
enforcement of the policy, I would like to propose several qguestions
and suggestions which might be helpful.

1.  The community college cannot duplicate every experimental

program offered by the four year institutions - the com-
. munity cgllege™must be accountable to the four year

institutions for transfer and further must be account-
able to the sponsorindﬁdistricts who finance the program.

//?2. Most of the institutions who have initiated non-punitive
systems of suspension are highly selective in admissions
and do not need to demonstrate the same accountability
as the community college.

L4

3. Little research is available which applies directly to
the community college students. Although I believe that
we must change the educational process by creating new
and dynamic methods, I do not agree that all practices
of the four year institution should pfédict the course
of action we follow. -

With this in mind, I would like to request the faeulty's permission
through the Admission and Academic Standing Committee to hold the
current academic suspension policy in abéyance for three semesters
in order to develop a sample group for a study of said policy.

Our intent at this time would be to notify the student that his
progress to date would not enable him to meet the graduation-
requirements. These students who re-enroll for the succeding
semester would be tallied and progress would be determined by A
s+ gefiegter avérage and G. P. A. over the next two semesters.

\.1-};‘

el

‘Anéther group would be established from studenég placed on suspension
but who returned after a period of non-academic activity. This
study ‘would not include returning veterans. If permission for this
type of study is granted it is hoped that the committee would have
sufficient evidence to consider changes in the current policy.
During the pf€riod of the study, the current policy would appear in
the cpllege catalogue and other documents of the college but would:
not be enforced. The students involved in the study would not be
notified of their involvement. However, if outside agencies
request information on the individual, they must be aware of the
academic status and the suspension policy.

Written and Proposed by John Ford
Approved by Faculty Council, May 21,
1973

’
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, ?
h TABLE 23
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF GRADUATES
N - SPRING 1970 TO FALL 1971
_ Total students % of total- B
‘ ' Graduates . 1in study in study
L | - N 2 N 'y
Never left .~ 11  57.9 54 204 2
Never retuphed 3 15.8 »V 626 - HO.SV .
Returned after - R o - .
1 semester - -4 21.0 24 16.7
Returned after 2 or )
more semesters 1 &5.3 57 1.8
Total 19 100.0 ‘761 2.5
- 1} ,,
-
Q\_,
:
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, TABLE 46
_NUMBER AND PERCENT OF GRADUATES
SPRING 1972 TO FALL 1974

. ' - " Total students ¥ of total

Graduates in study in study
- X z- N 3

Never left 2 102.9 97 2.0
Never returned ' o 0 417 /‘0
Returned after )

1 semester 0 0 27 _0

Total 2 100.0 541 0.3
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