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PREFACE
\ ; | | .
This professional paper is being submitted to ful-
fill partial requirements for a Master of Library Science-
'dégree. The impetus for this paper originated fro& a dis-
cussiaon with Mr. Jpohn J. Miniter, professor, in the Spring

of 1975. v ' T

This paper traces the history of the American
Society for Information Science, rather than bresenting a

critical discussion of the Society. Only the significant

A

accomplishments and events of the Society are sincluded.
The purpose of this paper is to provide a history

of sthe American Society for Information Science ffom its

-

_beginﬁipg to the present day. f This Baper encompasses the
origin of the American Documentation Institute, as the '
? .

American Society for Information Science was ‘then called,

the functions, activities and changes within the organiza-,

tion from its:.early history to the present.




CHAPTER I . . -
. " INTRODUCTION - .

- The American Society for Information Science

(ASIS), known ,as the American Dochmentétion Instituté‘(ADI)
. from 1937 to 1968, is a'non-prqfit national professional

Association orgpnizeg for scientific;, literary and educa-

tlonal purposes and dedlcated ;o the ereation, organiza-

a \

t10n, dissemination and applléatlon of knowledge relating

4
to-information and its transfer.l The primary purpose of

that contribute to the more efficient use of information.®
How, then, did the present organization evolve?
This paper traces the develépment of the American Society

for Information Science from its 3rigin as the American

r

‘Documentation Institute to the present Society. In order

~

to better appreciate this history, it is necessary to
- ‘ | .

define the terms, documentation and information science, “

in relation to the text. Documentation is dgfined as: )
*

4: the assembling, coding and dissemination of

-\ ‘recorded knowledge comprehensively treated as an
\
| , . y :
: o 1The American i c In pation Science,
- p . 1 . -
\
. -1 - -

<l

the Society‘is to develop advqnced methods and techniqqes S
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", integral proce&ure utilizing semantics, psycheloglcal

and mechanical aids, and technlques of reproduction
. including microcopy for giving documentarY informa-
. tion maximim accessibilgty and usability.

«

Infofmation science isze

L] ~ 7

! concerned with the generation, collection, organlza-

tion, interpretation, storage, retrieval, dissemina-
tion, transformation, and use of information, with '
. particular emphas1s on the applications of modern
technologies in-these areas, As a discipline, it
seeks to create and structure a body of scientific,
technological, and systems knowledge related to the
‘transfer of 1nformat10n It has both pure science
(theoretical) components, which inquire into the :
subJect without regard to applicatdon, and applied
science (practical) components, whlch develop
services and products.

The American Documentation Institute, c;eated in
1937, concentrated on microphotographib;docﬁmentation. The
influencé of documéntation became international, and’in
1947 the American Documentation Institute joined the Ent%r-
national Federation for Documentation. ‘Individuals showed
such an interest in documentation that the Institute,
formerly consisting of represen:atives o; nomina}ing
agencies, opened the membership to individuals in 1952.
From 1960 “to lhe pfesent, servicgs and programs of the

Institute have been enlarged and expanded to meet the needs

of the members. 1In January 1968 the American Documentation

ly Webster's Th ]Iﬂ Qﬂ IQI ational lggig ary, 1961

ed., s.V. "documentatlon.

2Thg Amg;iggn §ggig§g for Informatijon §cjgggg, p. 2.
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Institute became the American chiety for Information . .

R ’ . ' .
Science, reflecg}ng the change in the emphasis 6f the g

Institute from documentation to information science. - The/

American Society for Information Science of today maintains
.an exténsivelprogiam of activi:ies; The major functions,
activities gndfchanées,of the Society from its origin to
:he present will be discussed in the followidg.cﬁapters.

N7 R

[
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. CHAPTER II o , ‘

ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION -

- ) L4

h . INSTITUTE

- ‘Watson Davis provided the impetus for development

of the Amériqan Décumentaiion Institute through his efforts o
as aNIe?der in Science Service, an i;stitution whose sole ' |
aim is the popﬁiafimation of science.” His work with docu- : ’
m;ntatipnvtephniques ledito iﬁq formation of Bibliofilm

. v ,
.Service and Auxiliary Publication Service. In order to ) g,

-

.understand these first programs 'of the American Documenta- : .

’ ©

tion Institute, it is necessary to trace their development o
/.

in Science Service. ¢

Documentation efforts in Science Service commehced
“in 1926 Wheﬁ,Wgtsqn Davis and Dr, Ed;in E. Slosson, first
. : director of Science Servicej envisioned the potential use- LN (
fulness of microfilm for docuwentatfon. Through corres-~
ponance, conference and memoraﬁda, they urged aitention be
given to the use of microphotographic duplication in‘\cien-
tific publications. A mimeographed meﬁorand@m, "Project * |
~for Scientific Publication and Bibliography,” by Watson K ' |

v
Davis'_was issued in August 1933 for the purpose of discus-

- sion and griticism. This memorandum described a possible

I
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central scientific information institute (S.I.I.); methads
1

- of publication and bibliography; and suggestéd.thé dvan-

" bibliographyemethods.}

. . - L)
~tages of microphotographic: duplication and mechanization of

-

Science Service furthered pioneer efforts in docu-

‘mentation by holdinq conferences where propog;ls for the

use'of‘microphotograppic duplication were discussed. One

of these conferences, initiated by Watson Davis, was com-
posed ;f fifteen persohs known by4him to be interested in
the subject of film copying of documents, Amonq those .
attending this conference on November 5, 1934, were three
documentalists: Dr. R. H. Draeger, Medical,Dep;rtment\Bf
?he United States Navy; Miss Claribel R. Baineti, Librarian,
United States Department of Adriculture; and Atherton
Seidell, National Institute of Health. ’

As a result of this éonference, arfangements were
made for Dr, Draegér to install his camera in the Library
of the United States Department of Agriculture ,in order to
experiment with copying articles in bognd volumes of
journals, ., This new work, known as Bibliofilm Service,

~—

officially began on November 15, 1934, when the-first film

lwatson Davis, "Activities of Science Service in
Scientific Documentation," 2d ed. February 10, 1936,
Documentation Division, Document No. 72, Science Service,
Washington, D.C., p. 1.

4
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copies were sent out. Bibliofilm Service was ja nopn-profit,

cooperative service:

started. on enthusiasm, cooperation and hope, for no
special funds for the service were available. The
films and necessary chemicals and equipment were
- furnished by Dr, Seide¢ll and Dr. Draeger. The
Library supplied the space for carry1ng on the work
" and one lerary assistant.

Bibliofilm Service was unique in that its main pur-
pose served: ' . 3 '

(1) to decrease interlibrary loans of books by sup-
plying directly to individuals copies of scientific
articles, particularly those contained in periodicals,
and .

(2) to é&xtend the use of the resources of the Library
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture - isolated
"scientific workers without adequate facili jes.2

‘.

This service, primarily limited to materials in

he Libr;ry
of the United States Department of Agriculture, provided
Hinekpensive microfilﬁ and photo print copies. Copyright
developed as an issue frbm the initiél stages of operation.
In 1935 the "Gentlemen's Agreément" was reached ﬁhereby
libraries were permitted to photocopy to .the extént”that

it was a substitution for‘the purchase of a copy of the ¢
book itself, » :

By mid-1935 it was possible to initiate some of the

phases of the "Project for Scientific Publication and

.

lClarlbel R. Barnett, "The Bibliofilm SerV1ce,

Ag;jgg];uggj Library Ngteg 11 (January 1936): 55.
2Ib1d - i L2

10
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Biblioqraphy." M. J ‘

-In July, 1935, opportunity for active investigation
and development of microphotographic duplication
apparatus and methods arose through cooperation with

~ other institutions. The U.S. Naval Medical School

' cooperated by allowing Dr. R, H. Draeger to direct
the mechanism development; the Library of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture cooperated by providing
space for a microphotographic library, and essential
funds in the amount of- $15,000 was provided by
Mr. Francis P. Garvan, President of the Chemical
Foundation. Later, coopgration was obtained from
the Bureau of the Census and the Works Progress
Administration,l

The Chemical Foundation Grant‘allbwed Science

Service to organize its Documentation Division in July 1935

.

for "initial exploration, development of mechanisms .and

inauguration of some phases of the publications project, "2’

Prior to this, the proposed‘activities of the Documentation
Division were'deéignated to the tentatively named "Scien-
tific Information Institute"” (S.I.I.). The emphasis of the

Documentation Division centered on four areas:
. 1 X
a. Development of mechanisms useful in microphoto-
graphic and other photographic duplication and in
bibliography. : .
b. Publication for those scientific papers~and )
monographs that can not now secure prompt or complete
issuance. .
c. Cooperation with libraries in making availdble
by photographic methods the literature of the past.
(Bibliofflm Service operated by Science Service in
the Library of “the U.S. Department of Agriculture.)

-~

lyatson Davis, "Report-to the Annual Meeting of the
Board of Trustees of Science Service," May 21, 19361

0

2Davis, "Activities of cience Service," p. 1.
' -

4
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d. Jnvestigation of the broad problem of scientific_

bibliography’and useful metchanisms,l pu

.

Progress iy the use of microfilms was dependent upon

-

satisfactory equipment foi'readin& tife £ilm. The necessary

v

reading deVices, cameras, and other mechanisms were designed,
- (Y .
and constructed in model form as a ‘result of cooperative

effort under the auspices of the Documentation Division of
Scxence Servxce., These dev10es became commercially avail-
able in the fall of 1936.

It soon became desfrabLe to establish a cooperative

1

agreement between the Library of the United States Depart-
ment of_Agriculture and Science Servieé. "Under the co-
operative arrangement, which became effective January 1,

{

1936,’Sq{ence,8ervice has taken over the Bibliofilm Service,
L ’ L]
including the business management, all the routine photo-

graphic work, and the experimental work of developing
mechanisms, "2 However, the photographic laboratory re-

mained in the Library of the United States Department of

Agriculture, acting as the agent of the indivxdual or

institution ordering the microfilm copies.
The Documentation Division of Séience Service estab-
. s M . .
lished the Auxiliary Publication Service on-March 1, 1936.

* 2

® . IIbido, pa '*‘v

2Barnett, "The Bibliofilm Service," p. 59.

17y ‘
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It was. a natural- outcome of the microfilm and documentation

. o - L . ’ . ’
dévelopment sponsored by Scienoe Service.

The plan of Auxiliary Publication . . . was pro-
posed in a memo issued June 20,. 1935, "Project for
Publication of Scientific Papers and Monographs That '

. Can Not’Now Secure Prompt and Complete Issuance," by
Watson Davis. It was . . . discussed and presented
in detail at a-confereiice on documentation in Washing-
ton called by Science Service June 30, 1935.

The Auxiliary Publication Service provided scien-

: ) ' R . - o

- tists and scholars prompt access, in a convenient and usable
N o~ R - N

form, to important papers too long to be published in the

journals. An abstract or notice of the original paper

appeared in thelappropriate jourpal, together with a state-

~

! ment that ‘the entire paper,1wlth its charts, diagrams or

illustrations if any, could be obtained as microfilms or

k] ®

photo pr1nts from Sclence Service. ,‘The documents; ail-

able for a nomlnal fee, ‘were always "in pr1nt" as the

.

\ k&ve could be used to make a copy at anijflme Reproductlon

was done in the Laboratory of the L1bra y..of the Un1ted

. s _‘ v
- : .« States Department of Agrlculture where Blbl;ofllm Serv1ce
. ‘r
was located. In the Aux111ary Publlcat1on SerV1ce, micro-

film cop1es supplemented rather than replaced other forms~

of publlcat1on.

lwatson DaV1s, "15 Years Experience with Auxiliary
Publication,” American Documentation 2 (April 1951): 87.

]

'
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The Chemlcal Foundatlon Grant provided funds for the‘

operatlon of Bibliofilm Service and the Aux1llary Publica-.

tion Service through March 1937, The.mechanlsm development
was terminated in June f936-when these meehahiems.became

+

commercially avajlable.

The interest of librarians, editors and others in

microphotographybahdgthe use of microfilm resulted, in paft,

frbm‘Seience Service activity. "It‘is foreeeen as a logical
outcomq;of the activities of the Documentation»Divdsion that
there may be formed a Documentat1on Institute to facllltate
utilization of mlcrophotography in the whole scholarly

o1 '

fkeld, 1nclud1ng that of science,

.

) : R
1Davis, "Report to the Annual Meeting."




L2t

s
CHAPTER, IIF

FOUNDING OF THE AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION

INSTITUTE

o~ .Under the leadership of Watsdn Davis, a~ group of

men interestee in depelopment of a dbcpmentation associa-
tion organized a conference in March 1937 whiCh\drew ap- o
proximately thirty repreSentatlves from nat10na1 councitls,

societies, 11brar1es and other organ1zat10ns to Washington,

D.C. The American Documentation Institute stemmed from

’ N
this conference as a not-for-p;ofit Delaware corporation

for the promotion and development of documentation-in

N

scientific and schplarly fields.

The American Documentation Instltute, formed on
behalf of some fifty of America's leading scientific
and scholarly societies, councils, and 1nst1tut1ons
arose out of .the need for a broad, energetic: and’
intellectually motivated development of all phases
of documentation, particularly microphotograph1c
duplication and its ramifications, in the fields of
physical, natural, social, and historical" sciences
and the general sphere of 11brar1es and information
services.l . , , .

-At the documentation conference on March 13, 1637,

the representatives accepted the tentative Articles of h

lyatson DaV13, "Mlcrof11ms Make Informatlon,:'

Accessible,". Special Libraries 29 (F bruary 1938): 3%.
‘ -

- 11 -
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Incorporation, e1e¢f§d a Board of Trustéés and chose Watson®

Davis to serve as President of the American Documentation

‘Institute. They.designed_the organizational structure of

‘

&

the Institute to:
invite the learned and scientific societies of the
United States each to appoint a single reprédsentative
who will be a member of the American Documentation
Institute, and those members, meeting annually, will
elect the trustees “whd bécome the executive and
administrative department of the organization.
Agencies nominating,m%mbers included the American Library
Association, the American Chemical Society, the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, the Special
Libraries Association, the Archivist of the United States,
.the American Council"onoEducation and many others. - There

"\

were novdues, no costs;'nor commitments to respective =
'érganizationé which we;e granted mémberships fdr.a'period
df three years. ;The meqber& met_onue‘a year for their
annual meeting whefe the main  topic of bEsinpss was to
elect the Board of Trustees. The Board, also members of
the‘corporatipn, governed the'American Documentation
Institute bj appointing the officers of tﬁe corporation

and managing the propefty, activities and any other busi-

ne'ss of. the Institute.

lvpocumentation Institute,” Amerjcgn Library

Associatjon Bylletin 31 (October 15, 1937): 699.

16 ,
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. Science Service provided the American Documentatign

»

Institute with initial fhnds”to%aling $2,400 left from a

grant of $15,000given to Science Service by tﬁe‘Chemiqpl

. . N
Foundation for support of the Auxiliary Publication Ser-

'y

vidé;l Bibliofilm Service and Aukiliary Publication SerVice,

formerly conducte&’by‘the Documentation Division of Science

‘"American Documentation

I3
l :

Service, became the nucleus of the
Institute, These services.were t;gnsferred to ;hé Americanv
Documentation Institute on July 1, 1937, for further
development and expansion.

- As one of its first projects, the Americén Docu-
meﬁti}ﬁonvlnstitute partic;péteh in the first World‘Congress
of Universal Documentation,-an effort towards world coopera-
tion in documentation, held in Paris, August 1937. Watson
Davis'chaired the American delegaiion at this conference.

Bibliofilm Service, which copied research material

on microfilm, continued to operate in the Library of the

.United States Department of Agriculture where the American

Documentation Institute also maintained microphotographic
laboratories.” The first objective of the American Documen-
tation Institute in operating Bibliofilm Service was to

solve problems., Bibliofilm Service acted as "a national

- ¢learinghouse for copying orders for research materials,

filling them through its+own and other services, for

17 4 "




- 14 =

materinlellocated in substantially_all:Haehington nnd
, Ba}timore libraries, bureaus and.institutfons and in other
cities here and ebnoad."l In fall 1937 Bibliofilm Service
expanded to include the Library ovaongres;.end'the Army
Medical Library., Bibliofilm Service extended in late 1938
to‘tne Geological Survey and the United States Department .
‘ofvInterior thus forming the first general micfofilm ser-:
vice to.cover,collections of the Federal libraries in
\Washjngton, D.C, |

The design and development of microphotographic

;mechanlsms, a “task of the American Documentatlon Inst1tute,
was accomplxﬁhgd through Sclence Service thh the coopera-
tloh of the Chemlcal Foundatxon, Umrited Stat«s Navy, Bureau
of the £ensus, Works Progress Adm1n1§trat10n and the lerary
of Congress. Approx1mately $25, 000 went into this develop-
ment and the equlpment of a laboratory located in the
lerary of - the Un1ted States Department of Agriculture
capable at last of economic and efflclent operatlon of

Blbliofilm Serv1ce.2, The Institute did not engage in the

Ve . . »
v .

lvgibliofilm Service," Librarv Jouinagl 63 '
(December 1,%1938): 902,

vzcwthbert Lee, "American Documentation Institute

and Auxlliary Publication," Inter-Amédricagn ;pl;gg aphical
gnd Library §§Qg;g;;g Proceedings 2 (1939): 295

18
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sale or manufacture of mlcrophotographlc mechanlsms as it

expected commerclal enterprise to. conduct thlS work )

The American Documentatlon Instltute'contlnued the
Auxiliary Publicgtion'Servicet thus making material which
could not be published in full as well as olderAmanu%cripvs,
out- of-prlnt materialsf';:}\dlsserta;lons accessible through
use of mlcrofllm and photo prints, Approximately thirty
journals and organizations cooperated, wiihou; any invest-
ment or scbsidy by author or editoi, by depositing their

~materials with the Americao Documentation Institcte.
Auxiliary Publlcatlon Serv1ce microfilmed rare European
manuscrlpts in several countries for the Modern Language
Association as qut of its progyam.
By 1939 the influence of the American Documentation

Institute had become international. During -this yeer}

Dr. Atherton Seidell initiated a'similar organization in

France, Le Bibliofilm de la Commissjon Interngtiongl® des
Industries Agricoles. The Bibliofilm Service of the

) S
e
Lere

Amerlcan Documentatlo% Instltute f;l&ed orders for thls

U
.»- - ~

'7; organlzatlon througﬁ correspondence not only wlth France
and other &@3opean cqyntrles but also wlth South Amer1can

and Asian countnes.l ’ - .

lCuthbert Lee, "Le Bibliofilm de la Commission
Internationale des Industries Agricoles,” A ultu

Library Notes 14i:(June 1939): 359
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.VVArious foﬁndationg recognized the advantages of
f%'_ o - microfilm and generously Qoniribﬁted t6 theJAmericﬂp

- | Documentation Instit;te.‘ The Chemical Fﬂundatioﬁ’graht‘
provided funds from 1936 to 1938;~ An'émergehcy}gréﬁt.from
the'ﬁockefeller Fbundation'assﬁred continuatibn of ser~-
vices during thedearly months of 1938. The Cérnegie
Corporation providéd’a.grant to £he_Ihstitute in ;939 for
the hiring of a director,”Cuthbert Leé, who had direct
chargé of the operating activities of the American Docu- .

mentation Institute.

With an emphésis on microphotography the Institute

N
P

implemented-projects for the development of documentation.

During its early years, the American Documentation Institute
maintained Bibliofilm Service and the Auxiliary Publication
Service to fu%fill the documentation needs of its members

\

and scientific and scholarly agencies.

it

A
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CHAPTER IV % | S
THE AMERICAN:DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE

FROM 1940 TO 1949 .

The American Documentation Institute, after a strowg
beginning, decreased its activities durihg the 1940s, . The

Institute appeared to be an organization whose major activ-

ity was to meet for its annual business meeting as required

by the Bylaws. However, it did maintain some'of its

activities and added a few new ones duxing this decade.
The first new activity of the Institute, condueted

in cooperation with the Division of Cultural Relations of

the Department ef State, dealt with inforhation regarding

rece1pt of sc1ent1f1c journals from Europe during 1940,

The Amerlcan DocuMentatlon Instltute clrculated notices,

pwblished in various scientific and scholarly journals,

P

‘stating that it would attempt to secure information con-

L L,

cernlng whether or not the delay in delivery of sc1ent1f1c

&

Journals to the Unlted States was due to 'war conditions.

At the 1940 annual meeting of the Institute, the major part

“of this activity, coordinated with those of the Librarian '

of Congress and the American Library Association, becane

the responsibility of the Librarian of Congress. The

a7 -\

21 ‘ \ 4
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~American Documentation Institute continued to'copy whole

"' journals either’on mic{ofilm‘or by photoprint thereby per—*

mitfing librariés and iﬁdividhals to obtain missing issues;'
of scientific journals from Europe.l . ’
In 19401the American Council of Learnédvﬁocieties,
the Library of Cong%ess'énd the»Amer}Qan Documentation
Institute sponsored Dr. Horace I.,Poieman on a tour of

Iﬁdia, He distributed literature regarding the American

Documentation Institufe after finding a need for such a

_service, "One objective had been to arouse interest i:\\he

formation of a service to scholarship cdmparable to the
Bibliofilm Servige in order that original Indian manuscripts
could be made available on film to American ‘scholqrs."2

The American Documentation Institute established

and maintained an Oriental Science Literature Service from

1941 to 1944, It published the Far Eastern Science Bulletin

which contained abstracts of scientific papers published

13

in the Japanese and Chinese languages with adjunct transla-

tion facilities.3 o ' : .

lyatson Davis, "Receipt of European Journals During
the War," Science 91 (April 5, 1940): 338-39. :

2Eugene Adhemar Tilleaux, "Microphotography in

1940," Journgl of Documentgry Reproduction 4 (March 1941): 34.

SHenry J. Dubester, "The Role of the American.
Documentation Institute in International Documentation,”

American Documentation 3 (January 1962): 117.

’,
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‘Bibliofilm Service cont1nued its programs with
e -

branches in the United States Department of Agrlculture;
ot | V:‘ “the Un1ted States Geolog1cal Sywvey, the National " Bureap ;
| of Standards and the Library of Cengress.' This“serViée
located and filmed all types of'materiai. Medicofilm
) o | Service, a natural evolution from the Institute's Bibliofilm
Service, began in 1946 in the Army_Medical Library. Pre- -

viously, Bibliofilm Service did all the microfilming for

v

th1s l'ibrary. ' '

~

The Library of the United States Department of .

Agriculture assumed the operation of the Bibliofilm Service
, .

in 1941.
The American Documentation Institute is continuing to
cooperate by loan of equipment and joining in facili-
tating maximum service. The Institute is enabled by
this arrangement to give jor attention to the
important function of auxjliary publication through
microfilm, sets of journal n microfilm, and other -

; : activities of service to the scientific and scholarly

world,l -

In 1946 the American Documentation Institute pub-

lished the first edition of the Cataloq of Auxiliary

in Microfi . ints, a listing of

.approximately 2,000 documents deposited with the Institute.
- These documents, which were available upon request for a

nominal fee, covered a wide range of subjects. The

1"Bibliofilm Service," AarleulturaL Library Notes
16 (August 1941): 429,

SJ;REC‘ ‘ . l2£3
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.Translatioﬁs Clearing;Hbﬂ&e'project,.joinily spohéore¢ by

4 .’ theiA'erican'DocumentatiOn Institute and the Office of the
A N L | - _ .
":ﬁﬂ Alien Property Custodian, provided for a number of docu~

ﬁents, including some translations of foreign language ,

-, scientific papefs,.to be deposited with the American Docu-

mentétion.Institute. These were listed in the Cataloq of

N .
& .

Pub i

as microfilmed sets of journals thereby enabling

‘

‘well

libraries to obtain rare and out-of-print journals of a

scientific and scholarly nature. To facilitate this ser-

‘,/’ﬁTz:Ti?Fé laboratories of the American Documentation

Institute, located in the Library of the United States

Department of Agriculture under cooperative agreement, were

used jointly for the operation of Bibliofilm.Service and

4 <

the work of the Institute, inciuding that of the Auxiliary,

Publication Service.1 ' .

The International Federation for Documentation
(FID), after undergoing reorganization in 1947, actiﬁely
sought an American organizatibn to hold a natioﬁal member-~
\ :
ship in the Federation. The American Documquﬁtion Insti-

tute and the American Library Association jointly sponsored

a delegate, Vernon Tate, to the 1947 meeting of the

lAmerican Documentation Institute, Cgtgloq of
iki ubli ng in Microfjlms gnd Photoprints

(Washington, D.C.,: Amevrican Documentation Institute, 1946),
pp. iii=-iv.
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« International Federation for Documentation, in Bern,

Switzerland. 'Taie,-authorized to apply for American mem--

bership on behalf of the American Documentation Institute,

found unanimous acceptance of the Institute as a|national

-~

member of the Federation.™ However, Tate realized that the

American Documentation Institute had to acquire consider-

able financial resources to support this activity. Also,

he believed that an ekpansion of interests and activities
of the American Documentation Institute and possibly even
reorganization were needed for the Institute to take an

effective part in the Federation.? )

lCcharles W. Dav1d "Report from Europe," Colleqe

and Rggegrgg Librgries 9 (Aprll 1948) = 1406-47.

\ 3%
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. ~CHAPTER V N ‘
’A
THE AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE .
L) : - >
FROM 1950 TO 1959 ‘
~ '
The period 1950 to 1959 reflected an increase of ’

interest in the American Documenﬁation Institute. The - 7

Institute continued to expand and develop its activities.
During this decade, the Am@rican Documentation Institute

became the professional society for documéntalists,,began

"its own published record, Amperican Dgggmentggjgn, co-
: g | i

sponsored events with other societies and begdn to promote
its own activities. )

Luther U, Evans, Librarian of Congress, was elected
President of the American Documentation Institute in 1950. *
Thus, the Library of Congress became the executive head-
querters of the Institute for the next ten years.- The
Ins;itute began to take a new diretction. |

Perhaps the most significgnt project of the American
Documentation Institute in this decade, achieved through the
'I;stitute‘s Cohmittee on Publication, was thgrbublfcation of
the quarterly’joutnal, Amerig:nn Dgg"gmfentgtjgn: Vernon D.
Tate, editor from 1950 to 1952, stated the aims of Amgriggﬁ
‘Dggymgntgtibn to be:

- 22 =
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This "?re%ident's Newsletter,” later published separately,.
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to serve as an impartial clearinghouse -and channel

of communication for information from any source about
documentgtion; for the publication of original research
in the field; for reporting investigations of new
techniques, mechanisms. and devices for documentdation
and their applications both in the United, States and
abroad; to assist in the development and adoption of
basic 'standards; to provide bibliographic and other
control of the literature; to sérve as an effective
mediuym for national and international- cooperation and -
" exchange in documentation; to stimulate and discuss
-new ideas and approaches to existing or future problems,
and for the publication of material originated by

Y the American Documentation Institute.l , :

Historically, American Documentation continued the Journal

Cmt—

of Documentary Reproduction founded in 1937 by the Committee

on Photographic Reproduction of Librafy Materials of the

%

American Library Association. !

N During its early years, American Documentation con- -~ .
tained information about the activities of the American o
Documentétion Institute, In 1951 Luther Evans started the
"President's Newsletter" which concerned itsélf with the

activities and affairs of the organizaticr in addition to

conveying items of interest to the Institute's members.

evolved into the ADI Newsletter in the early 1960s.

P e e e e e ]

From the beginning, American Documentation regu-

iarly contained an annotated bibliographic section which

later became known as "Literature Notes." This work, done

K & )
lyernon D. Tate, "Introducing American Documenta- :

tion," American Documentation 1 (January 1950): 3.

Y

\

{
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by the Committee on the Ofgaanatioh of'Pnformatioh,

developed 1nto Documentation Abgtrgg ‘in the m1d-19603.h"

At the 1951 -annual business meet1ng, dlscuss1on'

'eenteged around_the Amerlcan Documengatlon Institute's
'prggram of.euxiliafy pmblieation and loﬁg,runs of journals.
There;had,been a drastrc decline in revehue3ffem'iﬁe sale
ef)poeitivegprints'of its.mierOfiim of long runs of .

journals, ‘This progrém,‘formerly the Institute's principal

source of~in¢ome, diminished due pdartly ‘to restrictions on

4

f11m1ng 1mposed by copyright cons1verat1ens, but mostly .due

\o
po ‘the lack of recent'gdd3t1ons, the depletlon of the mar-
ket for prints_bf thoée ;hai mere available, and the lack S
. of adequéte publicity. The Library of Congress Photo-
duﬁlicatien'Senvfce, in coopefataon with the, American ' Vo
Documentation Imstitute, did the actuql production of the
documeais in miqfefilm er photopriﬁt.l | ' 5
The most notable'event in the history of the Ameri-
¢ . can Documentetipn lns;itmte is the membership decision;
occurring in 1952, ihat granted indivi;ua} membershib into -
the ‘Institute. Discussion concerning this sta}ted in fall L

1951. At that time the members, nominated from sixty-nine

nominating agencies and elected to membership by their

o

lLuther H. Evans, "President's Newsletter,"
Americgn Documentgtion 2 (April 1951): 70.

4 . : . “
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predecessors; had very few powers, The Board of Trustees,
e1ected by the membershlp, held the maJorlty of the power.
It elected the officers, made the Bylaws, named the noml;l
natlng agencies, prescribed the conditions of membership
‘and held all re31dual power. Evans beiieved that the
‘American Documentatlon Instltute suffered because its
bu31ne$s appeared’tOjbe the last of the concerns of ;he‘
members due to the manner in which the Institute was
governed..1 'Ah evident need had_deveioped for an indivjddal

" _ N .
_ membership association for docuhentalists. Thus, the
. American Docdmehtation Institute moved to reconstitute
.itself as a "national professional society for‘those con;

R o s )
cerned with the problems of documentation and information

_'services."‘2

On March 7, 1952, the Bylaws of the Institute were
amended to jnclude individual meﬁzership.v The new struc-
tuf df the American Documentation Institute established -
‘thrze Eiasses of membership{ members designated by nomi--
nating agencies; individual members; and institutional

members. All of these members paid dues. The membership

lputher H. Evans, "President’'s Newsletter,”

Amerjcan Documentgtion 2 (October 1951): 185,

2Robe{t McAffee, Jr.,‘"Organlzatlonal Profile:
American Society for Information Science,” Informgtion 3
(May-June 1971): 177.
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‘-gained the power of votlng and e1ect1ng all the officers

-':of the Instltute and the powen;prescrlbed for the members

resided in the membershlp in that the membershlp made
v .

Finally, on September 2? 1952 the new Constltu—
t1on and Bylaws of the American DOcumentatlon Inst1tute won

approval by a maJor1ty vote of the membershlp. At that

,tlme the memuershlp totaled 202 individual members, 5

institutional members and 59 nominating agency members.

The neﬁ Constitution and'Bylaws;removed.the 1imit,of 200
beﬁbefs and deSidoeted_¢he ﬁembership,tovmanagemthe business
of the coprretion,. The Constitution orovided forva Couhcil,v
consisting of the president, president-elect, past presi-
deit, treasurer and two other-members,_to manage the -
corporation, }ather than having a Board of Trustees. Hence,
the Americain Documentation: Rnstitute bécame tiie organi;a-
tion fop individuals interested in documentation.

The American Documentation Institﬁte began question-
ing its affiliation with the Internatioh;l Federation for
Doohmentation as early as 1952, At th;%‘timeﬂtﬁe Federatton
looked to the American Documentat1on ﬁnst;tute for help,

leadership and financial support. However, the Instltute

l"Mlnutes of the Deferred Annual Meeting of ADI,
Amexican Documentation 3 (January 1952): 7.
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yo ,:needed to clarify whgt.ia expected from the International

" “Federation for Documentation before anything, could be ac-

cbuﬁlished: ‘The American Documepteﬁionelnétitute decided’
.to'centinue its membership in the'Iniernationgi Federation.
for Documentation,_although no ac:ion was. taken tg‘deterA_
mine‘ihe Iystitute;s rolé in the Federetien._l

Activities of the American Documentation Institute

A

RN
S

included study of Biblioqraphic control, concern with the '

»

P proﬁlems‘of cataloging and classification and the con-

tinuation and expansion of the Inst1tute s pub11cation

2

program, 0perat1on of the Aux111ary Publication program, | -
fd;meflf conducted by Science Service; was transferred to
the effice of the secretary of the'Ameriean Documentation ﬂ.
Institute, The Reproduction Service of the Institute united
the Journal Reproduction and the Auxiligry Publication_Ser-
.vices. The Library of-Congress, assuming title to-all
materials collectedfand deposited threugh this\program,
provieed mai}tenance and service for the Feproduction Ser-
vice. The Institute receivied a small royalty from this.?2

Th% 1954 anheal meeting of the ;ns;itute proved

significant in three respects: the meeting was held'away

from Washington, D,C, for the first time; papers were

-

A h
llbidn, ppn 2"'3.

2G. Miles Conrad, "M1nutes of the Council Meetings,"
Amu&n__numm.m_ 3 (October 1952): 205.

A
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volunteered or spopsoréd by members, rather than a program
.= of solicited paperg; and Dr. Athépton Séidelllreceived the
first American Documentation Institute Award. In 1956
areas discussed as prerequisites to the Institute’'s fnthre
& r S v .
' success included a paid staff and headquarters office,
) \‘ . ;;’ : Y. ’
assistance from private reseafbh‘foundations,-localvghépters
and~awards and incentives.

Cooperating with other societies, the American
Dochmemtation Institute, the Special Libraries Association
and the Association of Technlcal Writers and Edltors spon-
sored an Instltute on Speclal Librarianship and Documenta-
"tion on June 8, 1956.

Views of individugls aitendlng the Institute ranged
from proposals to merge SLA with the American Docu-
mentation Institute to oplnlons that documentation
offers nothing new and is in faci only another ‘mame
, for special librarianship. . . . It was recalled that
‘ : - a merger of SLA with the American Djjgumentation

Instltute was first proposed to the Executive Board@
in 1950.

‘ \\\\ No further action was taken at that time towards a possible
* v LN
merger.’ *
An International Conference on Scientific Informa-

tion, held in.November 1958 in Washington, D.C., received

support from the American Documentation Institute, the

i

lg, w. Fry, "Special Librarianship and/or Documenta-
tion--A Report on the Post-Convention Institute,™ Specigl
Libraries 47 (September 1956): 326.

]
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National Academy‘of'Scienqes/National Research Council and

the National Séiehce qundation. Selected pépefs provided

‘the nucleus for conference discussions. This conference

served as a forum for a thorough discussion of the status

of reésearch on scientific information problems and methods

‘of solving them.l ; . «

An 1mportant step towards the advancement of the

Amerlcan Documentation Institute began w1th the establish-

‘ment of the first chapter of the Instltute, the Potomac
Valley Chapter, approved on June 26, 1958. This local

_chapter served as a model for formation of similar groups

throughout the country. o
The American Documentation Institute e*panded
during this decade due to its new organizational structure
which permitted individual membership. The period.of 1950
to 1959 showed an active and vital fenewal of interest in
documentation; a trend which continued {nto the next decade,

“

In 1959 the American Documentation Institute began to seek

_a grant, continuing into the 1960s, to allow for further

development of its activities.

lvrnternational Conference on Scientific Informa-

tion," Apgerican Docymentation 8 (January 1956): 76.
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CHAPTER VI o o

THE AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE o
FROM 1960 TO 1967 |

¢ s S
Although the 1950s disciosed a steady growth in

uembership and activities, it was not uhtig the 1960s that
the American Documentation Insfjtute became:an extremely
active organization with rapidly increasing membership and
programs. The establishmentvof more regionai chapters
promoted the Instifute in.certain areas»of the nation,
Membership grew from 300 in 1959 to more than 2,300 in
1967. Accomplishments for the American Documentation
Ihstitute included a broadened bublication program, inno-
vations at the annual meetings and more cooperation with
other professional organ{zationsl An initial thrust for
these accomplishments may be traced to the receipt of a )
National Science Foundation grant in 1959,

The National Science Foundation grant totaling
$49,500 was received over a three year périod, 1960 to
1962, The grant, used for the enlargement and improvement
of tﬂe American Documentation Institute and for the funding

of a secretariat, brought new life to the Institute. With

the aid of this grant:

- 30 -
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ADI had quadrupled LIS membershlp, established flf&een

vxlocal chapters, maihtained:a full-time Secretariat
<"« o+ As a result, ADI has'achieved professional :
steture and is;recognized as the central Yrofess1onal
organlzation in the 1nformat10n sciences.

The establlshment of a secretarlat uith a salaraed
executive director and offices in Wasy;ngton, D.C. became
a reality in October 1960, The director had responsibilit}

for "developing programs for the:ADi .+ .« Which will- sub-

'stant1ally enlarge its membershlp and place the ADI on a

-elf-susta1n1ng f1nanc1a1 ba51s at its new levels of
accompllshment."2 As the first full-tlme Executlve
Director, Dr. John B. Kaiser represented the %mefican
Documentation Institute professionally and managed the
national headquarters. When the.Nationaf Science Founda-
tion grant expired, the secretariat cont?nued but p;ovéd
to be a financial burden on the Institute.

¢

The American Documentation Institute had .never been
a self-supporting organization but it did manage to survive
with the aid of grants which ihsured th; programs and con-
tinuation of the Institute, By. 1964 the American Documen-

tation Institute was close to bankruptcy due to failure to

’

1"ADT Receives Grant from National Science

Foundation,™ ADI Newsletter 2 (December 1973): 3.

2c, Dake'Gull, "Annual Report of the President of

the American Documentation Institute,” American Documentg-
tion 12 (January 1961): 3.
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'obtafn‘a'grént.- Th? Council then signed a contract in 1964’
—ﬁith_Ja@éé E. Bryan, In;, for tﬁe:hanagemenj of the Ameriéan
y .- : Docuééhtaiion Instituté; 'Tngggpgency, speéializing in the
| ‘businesélaffairs of smdll séiéﬁce.societies and professional
.groups,‘helbed\;hevAmerican D&cUmentatipn Institute to
develop into a Strvng, self-sustaining orgaﬁization. By
1966 the Ihstitute had greatly improved its financial posi-
tion. -Dufipg these years, the.Ameriban‘Documentation
Institute supported a program of e#traordinaty activity,

The value;of the Institute's membership in the
International Federation for Documentgtion had been dis-
cussed in the early 1950s. In October 1959 the Council
signed a resoldnion which proposed to develop an extensive
representati;n and pa;ticigation in the Federation. After
critically evaluating the American Documentation Institute's

7

role in the Federation, the Institute requested the National
Académy of Sciences/Nationa; Research Council to consider

N the United States national membership in the International
Federation for Documentation, At the 1960 conference of
theWIﬁtErnational Federation for Documentation, the American
Doéumenpat}on Institute asked to be relieved of its national

membership to become an associate corporate member while the

National Academy of Sciences/National Research Council asked
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" to become the United States .national meﬁber.l These

‘Fequests were apbroied and becamekefféctive during the
conference. The International Relations Committee of the
Iﬁstitute channeled informhtion-between'thé Uh{ted States
National Committee for the International ngeration for
Docﬁmentation,and the American Documeniatiénlnstitg?ﬁ

l In 1961 the fﬁrmei "President's Newsletter" became
the ADI Newslétter. Issued sporadically at first, "its

main purpose is to serve as a clearing house for news of

Council and Committee action and a forum for membership

opinion and suggestion.‘ﬂ2
Tﬁe'Joint Operating Group, created as a cooperative

venture)bethen the American Documentation Instifute and

- < . N A- ,
the Special Libraries Association, strengthened their

v |
- .
.

|

'brograms on improving;the handling of technical'informa-
\} tion. This group was an intensified effort towards making

available to the technical commuhity‘ihe skills and |

competence of all concerned with information handLing.3

>
The annual meetings of the American Documentation

*“Institute became more sophisticated as the membership grew.

l1bid., p. 4.

2j0hn B, Kaiser, "A New 'Newsletter, " ADI
‘Newsletter 1 (May 1961): 2. )

3nSLA-ADI Venture to Implement Technology Informa-
tion Availability," Library Joyyng]l 88 (August 1963): 2858.

Y ) - "t
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In particular the anQ:ii’Eietings provide a test bed for

'exper1menting with small but 31gn1f1cant changes 1n meeting

[%9

'format to improve both formal and informal communication,"l

Features iqéuqurated at the NI61 annual meeting included

tutori&l sessions, specialists seminars, state of the art

%

reports, author forums and exhlbltors' presentations;, The
o

Placement Service init1ated at ‘the 1962 annual meeting ?
became part of the Instrtuue s national program.

. In 1963 papers girculated in advance of tﬁe con;
Jﬁninq of the meeting in the first book of technical arti~
cles erer produced by typé set automatipélly by electronic
processing équipment. A Natioﬁal Science Foundation grant'
supporred this project. A series of exchange séssidﬁs\qr
the 1963 annual meeting increased interdiséiplinary
particfpation.

The 1965 annual meeting of the Amqricaﬁ Documenta-~
tion Institute, held in conjunction with the Internationals_
Federation for D9cumentation Congress in Washington, D.C.,
gave birth to eight Sbecial Interest Groups (SIGs). The
Special Interest Grdups, professional societies within the
Institute, gave scope and focus to tpe divergent interests

of the American Documentation Institute members by providing

lEng!g]gpggig of Librarv and Informgtjon Science,
1973 ed., s.v. "American Society for Information Science,"
by Robert S, Taylor and Harold Borko: . .

343




-

- 35 - » R

~"an opportunity to identify‘andxmeet with cdlleagues havdng.
similar special ingere;ts, and to cultivate these interests' 2
throdqh'conferences, publications, -and other activ;ties."l
. The American Documentation institute sponsored the

for Information Science.-

ﬁ : Working Symposium on Educatio
which'latér became known as the Airlie Conference. This

'symposxum, held in Septlember 1965 with a final session at .
the Internatlonal Z¥htion for Docdmentation Congress in
Octobey; c ; gtter pefépéctive ooncerniﬁg the edu-

: nal aims adh poiicy’of'inf;rmation science. A grant
from fhe UnitedJStates Office of Education of the Depart-*
ment of Healtﬁ;{Education, and Welfare helped support this

s

conference which rfesulted in the publication and-distribu-

tion of a volume dptitled Educgtjon for Informatijon Science.
ThekEzggggaingg of Annual Meetings appeared in

American Dgéymgn;g;igg until 1964 when the Proceedings

began separate publication. Each volume of the Proceedings

i

was dedicated to the theme of the annual ,meeting. By being
published prior to the annual meeting, the Proceedinas pro-
vided the registrant an opportunity to read the material

« ¢
before the convening of the meeting. .

" lJames E. Bryan, "ADI Today and Tomorrow,"” ADI
Newsletter 5 (September-October 1966)~ 1.
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In 1965 the National Science Foundation awarded a
grant to the American"Documentation Institute to initiate

‘a new publicatlon entitled Annual gx;gu of nfg;ngtlgg

jﬁigngg. This grant totaled $60, 500 for a two year period

v

A subcontract betneen the System Development Corporatioﬂ*,g‘ﬂV'
and the Aﬁeriban } unentation Institute implementeo the
project whereby the System Deveiopment Corporation col-
laborated’ with the Institute by supplying an editor and

staff. Dr, Carlos A. Cuadra served as editor. The first
volume of the Annugl Review of Ig{gzmgtign Science reviened
19o5 and some previous work. Each volume in the series
covezed-the literature and development of the calendar

year prior to the year of publication and provided brief -, m,\;
summaries of new contributions to the state of the art in
documentation and in 1nformation sc1ence.

Documentatjon Abstragcts began in March 1966 as an
expansion of a service previously provided in the "Litera-'
turé Notes" of Amerjcan Docupentgtion and the "Annotated
Bibliography" of Chenjcal Literature. In June 1966
Dggjmggggtign‘Abgt;agtg added the "Documentation Digest"

of Scj~-Tech News. Thus, the American Documentation

Institute, the Chemical Literature Division of the American

Chemical Society and the Special Libraries Association

sponsored Docymentatjon Aﬁg;;ggtg. This quarterly abstracts

3

4.
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o

Journal,-ed1ted since 1966 by Ben-Ami Lrpetz,‘was a compre-

henslve source of 1nformat1on about the llterature 1n the
field Jf documentatlon and related areas.
. Other accompllshments dur1ng th1s perlod 1n the S '

>

s
Inst1tute s hlstory sincluded a new Const1tutlon and Bylaws A

E;i’ -'? - adopted in 1965:

its purpose be;ng to improve and expand the ADI's
i , organic. law; to provide for changed needs and. func-
SRS : t1ons, to clarify the status of chapters and speclal
‘ - interest groups; to s1mp11fy and rationalize the’ v s
ADI committee structure; and to 1ntegrate natlonal -
tos and nhapter commlttee s;ructures.

The Instltute s "Dlst}ngulshed Lectureship" provided on
opportunity for chepters to heartoutstanding~duthorities,

in informetion science'speak onftopics of current interest.
The 1nterest shown by student's in ‘the work of the American-
Documentation Inst1tute developed 1nto Student Chapters.

_ Local chapters of the Inst1tute co-sponsored the Student . L
Chapters and gave students an opportunlty to participate in
5 . ,

chapter activities. In October 1964 the Council estéblished

a Scholarship Fund for Information Science in memory of

v

Hans Peter Luhn, former pres1dent of the Inst1tute.

o

°

¢ The American DocumentationQInstitute presented the
annual Award of Merit: .

lv1965 ADI Annual Business Meeting," ADI

S : Newsletter 4 (November-Desember 1965): 2-3. N

N
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to the member of the profession who made the greatest -
- contribution to the field for the year. The kinds of
contributions that qualify for the award include
expression of new ideas, creation of new devices,
" development of better techniques, or outstdnding
service to the profession.l '

.

Hans Peter:Luhn received the first award inbl964. L

i ‘By 19@7_th§'American Documentation Institute
.é;hibiteQ"ghéracteristﬁcs of a professional organization:
" financial rpsponsibglit}; a Code of Ethicé,ugggular produc—
tibn of critical reviews of developments~and cbopérative
projects with peef:otganizafions. Ta reflect its profes-
sional characteristies the American Documentatigf Institute
considered a new name.? In 1937>the interests of the charter.
members 6f thé Americah'Doégmentation Institute focused on
documents of all kinds in all fields of‘human activity.
Unti1'1952 the Aﬁerican Documentétion.Insiitute_membership
cohsisted‘of‘répresentativeslappointed from various insti—
tutions. After permiiting individual membership in 1952,
many memberS»félt‘that the_tefm "documentatioh" did not 3
effectively r present the full écope.of the intefests and
activities of the Institute, Also, the word "institute"

did.not clearly indicate a professional society. In June

1967 "the Council of the American Documentation Institute

i

lpmerican Society for Information Science, 1969-70
jcgn Society for Information .Science Handb nd
Directory (Washington, D,C.: American Society for
Information Science, 1969), p. ii.
. :
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.«

:f{, % - voted unanimously to recommend to the membership that the

o

. : .- * A . .. ’
American Documentation Institute become the 'American

Society for Information Science,'»effeétive January 1,

1968,"1
_ lJames E. Bryan, "'¥% Another Name...,i" ADI v'i
Newsletter 6 (July-August 19%67): 2. o T , .
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CHAPTER VII
L Y

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR INFORMATION B

SCIENCE FROM 192? T0 1974

The American Documentation Institute became the
American Society for Information Science on January 1, 1968,
‘after more than eighty percent of the voting members favored
the'ﬁroposal.l The name change reflected the trend towards
information science and the Society provided competent
ieadership in this field. An amendment to the Constitution
in September 1968 permitted a change in emphasis from docu-
mentation to information science. In part, the amendment
defined the American Society for Information Science 3s:
a non-profit professionalééésociation organized f
scientific, literary and éducational purposes and
dedicated to the creation, organization, dissemina-
tion and application of knowledge concerning informa-
tion and its transfer. The membership is drawn from
all fields in which information is important ejther

. as an object of study or as a means to an end.

During this period, the financial status of the
American Society for Information Science improvéd, giving

stability to the organization. 1In the late 1960s the

l1"Documentation Institute Changes It} Name,”

Publishers Weeklv 192 (November 6,-1967): 30.

| 2vpmended ASIS Constitution,” ASIS Newsletter 7
(November-December 1968): 2.
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Society maintained fiscal balance primarily through journal

subScripgibns and ihcdme from annual meetings." By laté
1973 a fu11~scaie4bubiicati6ns prograé of“the Sbciety'é had
.grown t2 the point of.generatingienough exces#“incOme to
counteract.the loss of the Educétional Resources Informa~-
tion Centér (ERICi contract, thereby enabling the Society
to reméip on a sound financial baéi#.lﬁ
| In fall 1969 the American Sbcieiy for Information
* Science Council decided to establish its own admihistrative
.mechanism because ‘of the‘broadening interesfs and activities
of the Sbciety. After terminating the management contract
.wiih James E. Bryan, Inc., the American Society for infor-
mation. Science established\yn independent admihistrative
affice and staff for the Society in Washington, D.,C, In
April 1970 Herbert R. Koller assumed the duties of E*ecu~
tive Directo;, succeeding James E; Bryan. Upon the resigf
'natién of Kolier, Jpshua I, Smith became the Execuiive
Director of the Society in October’l973.

'In late 1968 Herbert Wﬂite, President of the American
Society for Informatioq Science; and Joseph Becker, : :
President of the'Special Libraf& Association, explored the
possibility of closer relatioﬁéhips between the two organi-

»

. zations. The initial point of discussion involved the

v

1Douglas S. Price, "Letter from the ASIS Treasurer,"

ASIS Newsletter 13 (May 1974): 2.

?
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Jthree members from each organization, submitted its report

for Information Science/Special Libraries Association

these. or other means for cooperation between the-two organi—

‘working paper entitled "ASIS/SLA Proposeh Implementation R

=
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poss:billty of a jojnt headquarters operatlon but merger
of the organ1zat10n qulckly developed as a loglcal outcome,
The obJect1Ves, programs and memberships of the Special *
Libraries Association end the American Society for Infor-
mation Science OVerlapped to sofe extent, However, the
Soc1ety s approach to the analyS1s and use of information
was theoretical and research or1ented while -the Speclal
Libraries! Assoclatlon H] apprbach was practlcal 1

v] Alcommittee investigated means'of merging the two
organizat ens in Fehfuary 1669~after both organizations had -

faVOrab% expressed this idea. The committee, eomposed of
in April 1969. "This joint  report of the American Society

merger study suggested two forms of alliance, merger or

federation. The committee recommended further study of

zations,
A new committee, the Joint Committee to Study
i - B \
Merger consisting of the immediate president, past presi-

dent and president-elect of each organization, developed a

-~

¢ o .

Fwgl A/ASIS Merger Discussions," Specjgl Librarjes
61 (September 1970): 387, 1 '

16
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 Plan," Presented in January 1970, this paper detailed a .

mechanism for merging the organizations, Although merger

was thought to be elimipating duplicate memberships,

analysis of the 1969-1970 directories of the American

Society for Information Science and the Special Libraries
Association showed only 778 overlapping membershipé:
twenty-three,pércént of the Society belonging to the

Special Libraries Association and twelve per cent of the
Special Libraries Association belonging to the Soci-ety.1
. L 4
Controversial areas of the Implementation Plan included

the lowering of the Special -Libraries Association member-

- ship requirements, the fiscal soundness of the American

‘Societwaor Infbfmatjon Science and fear that merger of

7,060 speéialnlib:arians andf3,500 information scientists
would result in an imbalanced prpéram effort.

" The Joint Comm{ftee decided that merger was feasi-
ble provided that three major areas of disagreement be

resolved satisfactorily. The three areas of disagreement

.

were:

1. The scope of act1v1t1es and consequently the name
of the merged organ1zat10n

.2, The organization's philosophy with regard to
participation in and contribution to government
activities concerned with the development and

lerbert R, Koller, "ASIS Annual Business Meeting,"”

-,

3 N stter 9 (November=Decomber 1970): 4,

¢
-
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implementation of ‘research, development and-.opera- -
tional programs in information science and librarian-
ship, , »

3. The locatlon of headquarters.1 ‘

The Joint Committee continued after the American Society

fOr Ihfqrmation'Seience Couhcil in April 1970 and the

>

Sbecial Libraries Association.Board in‘June 1970 both
reaffirmed their desire to proceed with merger negotiations.
By September 1970 the Jolnt Commlttee had completed a ’
detalled plan of implementation,

In £all ‘1970 both the -American Society for Informa-

tion Science and the Special Libraries Association felt

‘that the next.step‘was to ascertain the feelings of the two »

memberships on the subject of the merger. For this purpose,
the Joint Committee prepared a questionnaire for the mémbers

of both organizations. A total of 1,327 members or 38.7

percent of the entire American Society for Information

Science membership and 1,945 members or 29.4 percent of

the entire Special Libraries Association membership re-

~turned the questionnaires, mailed in spring 1971. Results

of the two key questions ‘indicated 61.6 percent of the
Special Libraries Association and 71.8 percent of the

American Society for Information Science as favoring the

continuation of the Merger Committee with its detailed

lejoint Statement,” AS1S Newglettegr 9 (May-lune

1970): 1.
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planning and that 53.7 percent of‘the Special Libraries

‘Association and 62.4 percent of the American Society for

Information Science would vote for a merger,!l
Based on the results of the questionnaire the

Special LiS%aries Assogiation Exeéutive.Boaré_voted on
June 7, 1971, to discontinue merger negotiations and to
disband the Joint Committee on merger, TheﬁAmqrican
Society for Information ScienceFCouncil Entefpreted thé
questionnaire results as indicating a desire for closer
relationship with the Special Libraries Association byt
not merger, The Council established a Committee on Inter-
Sdciety Cooperation in summer 1971 to seek ways to expand
the activities of the American Society forvInformation
Science with other oxdganizations concerned wigh the trans-
fer of information, t first the Cohmittee worked with
representatives of the Special Libraries Association. The
Committee on Inter-Sociefy Cooperation (CISCO], open to all
professi&nal organizations, efﬁpnded the application of
information science in all disciplines.

| In October 1969 the American Society for Informa-
tion Science presented a proposaf to the 6nited étates

14

Office of Education for operation of the Educational

luaSTIS/SLA Merger Negotiations," IS N tter
10 (May-June 1971): 1. .

49
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Resourdeé Information teﬁter/Clearinghouse for Information
Science tERIC/CLIS). ‘The United States Office of Education
awarded an $180,000 annual contract to the American Society
for Information Science and transferred ERIC/CLIS from the
University of Minnesota Library School to the Society on
January 1; 1970..l .
' ERiC/CLIS was respohsible for th; acduisition and
processing of documents on the operation of librari;s ahd
information centers, the technology used‘to-improve their
operaéion and the education and training of librarians and‘
information specialists. The Society operated ERIC/CLIS
by assigning specific jobs such as the production of state-
of-the-art reports, specialized bibliographies and other
information services-to individuals and firms. The Speciél
Interest Groups of the Society helped to identify special-
ists capable of handling these assignments.”

A merger of the subject areas of the Clearinghoﬁse
for Information Science and the Clearinghouse on Educational
Media and Technology resulted in the Educational Resources
Information Center/Clearinghouse on Information Resources
(ERIC/CIR). The National Institute of Education awarded

>

Stanford University the contract for the operation of the

lnasTs Takes Over ERIC/CLIS and Names New Director, '
Library Journgl 95 (February 15, 1970): 614,

ERIC | ' 5
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Clearinghouéé on Informd%ien Resources eemmencing January 1,
1974; The American Society for Information Science, orig-
inally included as a subcontractor on Stanford's-bid for
~the consolidated clearingﬁouse,qhas dropped by Stgnfofd
late in the pre-award stages.l' The Executive Committee of
the Society'expressed its discontent over the handling of
this matter., However, through the loss of the Educetionel
Resources InformationvCenter contract, the leadership of
the Amerlcan Soelegy for Information Sclence learned that
it had never been as important to the Soclety s membership
as it was to the leadership.2
As the membership in the American Society for
Information Science grew, so did the activities. This
period reflects the most active,involvement of the Society
in affairs within the"%rganization and outside as well.
New activities were implemented while old ones were evalu-
ated and reinvigorated if worthwhile.
Due to the extremely broad range of'interdisci-
plinary interests of its members, the American Society for
Information Science maintained a nu@be? of liaisons, on

-

both a formal and informal basis, with other professional

-~

1"ASIS Unhappy with ERIC Contract De0131on " ASIS
Newsletter 19 (March 1974): 6.

e rb Whnlo "Message from Norb White," ASIS
_ﬁﬂilﬂllﬁx 12 (November 19731 2. ‘
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qrganiéations through the Liaison Committee oflthe Society.
~Organizations with which the ﬂmericah Society for Informa-
tion Science established liaisons includ;d the American
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the
American Federation of Information Processing Systems
(AFIRS) and tgeIAmegican'LibrarylAssociation (ALA).

o In January€1968 the CCM (Crowell Collier Macmillan)
' Information”Sciehces.assumed fhe administration and develop-
ment of the Auxiiiary Publications{Service undex the éus-
pices and policy direction of -the American Society }or

Informatiof Science.1

" <
Auxiliary Publioations Service, the
oldest activity of the Society, expanded and improved under
its new name, National Auxiliary Publications Service,in

-

July 1968. 1Its primary purpose remained to enable editors
to prdvide to their readers, promptly and inexpensively,
guxiliary materials that could not,btherwise be obtained.
A/Publications Program,:cfeated in Jaﬁhary 1972,
coordinated all Americén Society for Information Science
publicétions through an office in the Society's Headquarters.
Joshua I. Smith served as Director of the Publications Pro-

gram, The Society felt that a:

coordinated publishing program would serve the needs
of the members of ASIS and the™profession, and that

\

1"ASIS Takes Over ERIC/CLIS and Names New Director,"”
p. 616.




it would enhance the prestige of ASIS and aid the
Society's growth and development as an important
factor in building the field of information science.l

Publications in the Program include the Journg]l of

(JASIS), known
2 4
as Americagn Documentatjon until 1970. As the official

journal of the Society, it concentrates on reports of

v

research and developments in information science. The

Bu tin the Agerican Societ r Inf i cien é
. can be traced to the ADI Newsletter which became the ASIS®

S et TR

Ngug]gtgg;. The Bulletin provides members with news about

the people, programs and evénts of the Society and the

information world at large.

o Informgtion Science Abstrgcts, formerly Documentg-
R tion Abstrgcts, is a comprehensive source of information gt

reporting literature in the field of information science
| anq related areas. This publication is jointly sponsored

by the Amer}can Society for Information.Science, the

Special Libraries Association and the Chemical Literature

Division.of the American Chemical Society,.

K The ASIS Annual Review of Information Science gnd
- | Technologyv, a yearly‘publication since 1966, is a compre-

7
hensive review describing and appraising the developments.

k4 ]

T leg, 1. Smith Abpointed Director ‘of ASIS Publica~
: tions Program," ASIS Newsletter 11 (March-April 1972): 3,

Q 03
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and trends in the field of fnformation science for the'past

year. The Proceedjngs of Annug] ggt; as, an annual pub-

)

llcatlon, contaln pre-prlnted papers presented and discussed

at annual meetings. The ASIS Hgn Dir

lished yearly, is a directory of the Society's m&mbers, but
also contains a short synnpsis of the whole organization.
Other American Society for Information Scien'ce publicatfons

include reports resulting from -special symposia, workshops
and conferences organized to focus attention on specific

. ‘ .
problems, and various Chapter or Special Interest Group
a

newsletters containing news and items of interest to their
members. ’ ’ . |

Awards began to play a more important role in the
American Society for Information Science in 1969. * The only

recognition up to that time was the coveted Award of Merit,

Awards added in 1969 included the Best Journgl of the

Agerican Society for Informgtijon §gi pce Paper Award the
Outstanding Information Sces Movie Award, the Best

Information Sciences Book Award the Best Publication by a
Chapter or Special Interest Group and the Best Americap
Society for Information Science Student Paper Award.

The Amer1can Society for Information Science became

known for its ventures in new format and content at its§

annnal meetings. These meelings provided a "focal point

04 - '

N




A C o T 51‘—

g for5the ciscussicn of formal papers,ahd an‘cppcrtunity for -
1nf0rmal ta{hs with others in the f1e1d "1; fo*faciiitate'

.thls, the Soc1ety p1oneered a number-3¥ 1nnovat10ns ;B\its
Jannual meet1ngs; In 1968 Agg;lggg_ggggmegﬁatggg Paper |

"

Forums prov1ded attendees w1th the opportunlty of meeting.

13

the authors. who had publlshed papers in Amerlcan D cumenta-

tion. . A spec1a1 service at the 1971 meeting was an a11 dayé

oy "

presentat1on c11n1c des1gned to-help speakers in achieving

~

communication. > J
_ A Working In.ternati.onal—‘Informat'Rgt'a'rieval Net-
wcrk, featured in T972 provided access to approximately
ten data bases and 1nternat10nal access to the European
Space Reorganlzatlon files. 'The. Nat10na1 Sc1ence Founda-
tion provided partial support for this project. The
technical sessions were videotaped in 1972 and used not
only for membersh%p feedback on the meeting but for recruit-
ment. ThebAmerican'Society‘for Information Sciencge and the
“Information Industry“Association jointly sponsored the
exhibit program.at the 1972 and the 1973 annual meetings.
Exhibitor seminars\gave attendees an in-depth view of the

capabilities of related products and services.

'IAmericah Society for Information Scienée,‘1969-70‘
American Society for Information Science Handbook and
Directory (Washlngton, 2.C,: American Society for
Information Sciencegy 1969), p. i.

cn
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At the 1973 méeting.each'regist;ant received per-
sonalized selectivé“diSSemihation of information service to
enable him to better detérmine which séssions to attend.
The,"epitome,"'a 500 to 700 word.contributed Paper sum-
marizing unpublished work, work in planning, or work in

»

progress, constituted the bound volume of the Proceedings

‘of the 1973 Annual Meeting, distributed prior to the
meetind.1 Aftef formal p£esentation: the audiénce partici-
pated in debates onvcopyright, certification and sfandards.
A prbposed joiht meeting in Hawaii of the American Society
for Information Science and the Japan Documentation Society
did not materiél{;e because of time pressure, budgetary and
other factors, . |
A

~ In 1972 the Americén Society for Information Science-
instituted a mid-year regional meeting, not lim%ted to a
geograpﬁicél region and nationally sponsored. This, in
essence, was a mini-coﬁferencé designed to complement rather
than compete with ihe annual meeting. It dealt intensively

with specific and relatively narrow topics. The first

regional meeting, held in May 1972, included a mini-tutorial

-séssion, technical sessions for the body of the program and

"rap" sessions held throughout the conference at which

- lvHighlights of 1973 Annual Meeting," ASIS
Newsletter 12 (November 1973): 3.

06
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authors dlscussed thelr subJects 1n further detall w1th

interested attendees.l The m1d-year reglonal meeting

Abecame an annual function of “the American_Societvaor

Information Science.
From 1968 to 1974, the American Sociéty'for Infor- .

mation Science emphasized the importance of its-members

‘and maintained a strong recruitment program. Ih 1969

serious efforts were made to strengthen. the internal lines
of communication. In 1971 communiﬁktion became the keyword
as  the administration COncentreted on feedbaek frop Chapters
and Speeial Interest1Groﬁps.
| The yeers 1968 to 1974 proved to 52 very produc-
w
tive for the American Society for Information Science, both

in membership and in activities. The sound financial condi-

tion of the Society helped to broaden its areas of inter-

ests. ’The'Americah Society for Informatiom Science

developed into the most representatlve professional organl-

zation im the field of 1nformat10n science,

lvasts Regional Meeting Held in Dayton, Ohio,"
ASIS Nguglgtter 11 (May-June 1972): 3.
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CHAPTER VIII

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR INFORMATION

SCIENCE OF TODAY

Today the American Society for Information Science
is an active and growing association dedicated to the crea-
tion, organization, dissemination and application of knowl-

- - £

edge relating to information and its transfer. The Society

: ‘ acts as a bridge between research and development and the,
% vrequi}ementh of various types of information systems. The
American Society: for Information Science provides a forum

for the discussion, publication and critical analysis of
" work dealing with the‘thfory and practice of the components
involved in the,comhunication of informét'ion.1
The membersﬁip of the American Society for Infﬁfma-
tion Scignce, now totaling épp;bximately 100 instftutgdns
and 4,000 individuals of whith 500 are students, embraces
a variety of speciaf interests in ;nformation science. . The
r _ members are gngaged in activities ranging from classifica-
~':tionv'and coding systems to thgwdesign of information net-

works,kfrom'computatiohal linguistics to cybernetics and

information theory.

l1The Americgn Society for Informgtion Science,
ppu 1"2; ‘ h @




‘.people working in the information processzng.fxeld. Thus, E

~the survey indicates that the typical Society member is a

¢ - 55 = o

v

) In 1971 the Amerlcan Society for Information Sclence

conducted a surVey of it's members. From thls, it is pos—

sible to d1stingu1$h a few 1nherent characterlstics of Coed

male operatingva library/information center on a Subject in

the physical sciences. He works for private industry in

the New York area. The typical member,'actiVe in the
1nformatlon science f1eld for eleVen years, has a Master's
degree Wlth a dlsclpllne orientation towards 1nformat10n
science. Not only does he belong to the Amerlcan Society
for Information Science but also}to the Special Libraries
Association.li | “ ’
The three categories of membership in the Society
- .

are: (1) regular for which there are no formal education .
requirements; (2) student in which the member must be
regulgr}y enrolled at a'college or univérsity in a pfbgram

of documentation, library sciemce or information science;

and (3) institutional for either profit'or'non-profit

- organizations. Both local and student cﬁapters are located

‘throughout major regions in the United States and Canada,

"Chapters provide a means for personal contact, professional
p p ’

lupSTS Membership: A Profile,” ASIS Newsletler 11
(July-August 1972): 3, .
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stimulation and informatlon exchange on the local level by

. S
*

holdlng the1r own meetings on a regular basis and publlsh-
~1ngimews1etter3 and materlals."l’ Student Chapters are
encouraged as a means of furthering interest in the infor-

mation science professions, These'Student‘Chépters consist
H : ) ’

of groups of stﬁdent members at*various cbllegeé and uni-
versities,“wiih a regular member serving as advisor, The
estabiisﬂment df the North European Chapter of the American
Society for, Information Science in 1974 reflects ihe inter-

national influence of the Society.

¢

" Special Interest Groups offer Society members the

/

opportunity to share their interests with colleagues of : ‘
like concern in particular aspects of information science.
The following Special Interest Groups now exist:

Arts and Humanities (SIG/AH)

Automated Language Processmmg (SIG/ALP)

Behavioral and Social Sciences (SIG/BSS)

- Biological and Chemical Information Systems (SIG/BC)

: . Classification Research (SIG/CR) .

Costs, Budgeting, and Economics (SIG/CBE)

Education for Information Science (SIG/ED)

Foundations of Information Science (SIG/FIS)
Information Analysis Centers (SIG/IAC) : |
Information Services to Education .(SIG/ISE)

Library Automation and Networks (SIG/LAN)

Non=Print Media (SIG/NPM)

Public/Private Interface (SIG/PPI) :
Reprographic Technology (SIG/RT) ‘ . ¥
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H

4 c Selective D1ssem1n;t1on of Information (SIG/SDI).
Technology, Information and Soclety,(SIG/TIS)
User On-line Interaction (SIG/UOI)
Any~memher of the American Society for Ipﬁormation Sciénce
g mayFLelong to one or more of the Special Interest Groups.
. There are three levels of hierarchy within the
organizational structure ‘of the American Sbciety for Infor-
matioh_Science. The mémbefs are the lower‘levei of the
orﬁanization, the Chapters and thé Special Interest Groups
are the middle level and the Executive Council is the upper
level, The Chapter Assémbly provides'a ﬁedium of.communiéa—.
tion between the Chapters and the Council while the Special
Interest Groups Cabinet is the medium between the Sbecial
Interest Groups and the Council. Thus, the members cﬂm-
municate wiih the Council via the Chapters and the Special
Interest Groups. .

The Executive Council governs the American Society
for Informatibn Science. This Council is composed of the
officers, iix‘councilors—at-large and severa& ex-off?cio
representatives. Committees of the Society conduct activ-
ities dealing with the interests of th; Society in specific -

'aréas. The Committees of the American Society for Informa-
tion Science are:
. Budget and Finance

Conferences and Meetings , ' g
Constitution and Bylaws

. d .
N A
g Rl
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Education
Executive _
Inter~Society Cooperation

Membership - ' .
Nominations

Proprietary Use/R1ghts

Publications
Standards

The American Society for Information Science maintains a
national office located in Washington, D.C. with an
Executive Director and staff.

As with all organizations, there are éome inherent
privileéeé.gccompanying membegyship in the American Soé;ety
Ez% Informafion Science. These pri;ileges include member-
_ship in a local chapter plus membership in}Special Interest
bé;oups; a subscription to the Journgl of thé Apméricagn
‘Society for Information Science and the Bulletin of the

n Society r In or tion jence; a listing in,
and a copy of\tLe ASIS Hgnnggk gnd Directory; reduced fees
for meetings and publlcatlons- the right to vote and hold
office in the Soclety and the use of the Soclety s Placement
Service.l

! . t

The American Society for Information Science con-

}

tinues to explore and expand its activities. Recently,. the

National Science Foundation's Office of Science Information

N

Service (NSF/0SIS) awarded a grant to the American Society

)

l1bid., p. 5. .
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for 5nformation Science for the study of 1nformat10n needs.

This project will identify and communlcate the
research and development planning requirements, goals,
objectives and funding priorities of public and
private organizations comprising the-scientific and
technical information (STI) community in the
u.s. . .

ASIS Wlll provxde the expertise to identify the
critical issues and problem areas for investigation
and discussion., ASIS will analyze the data gathered
from a survey questionnaire and tlie feedback received
from the conferences and workshops.1

An 1dea for a future annual meeting of the Society

is to hold the meet1ng at three separate locations concur-
rently, using telecommunlcatlons Gor a sxmultaneous annual
‘business meeting. Originally scheduled for the 1978 annual
meeting, the Council degided to wait until the later date
to employ this concept due primarily to the high'costs
in\tolved.2

Planning ahead, the Long-Range Planning Commission

of the American Society for Information Science, estab-
lished for 1974-1975, is determining the goals and objec-
tives to be started or completed in the next five years.
Specific proposals for action are being prepared. The

Commission is concentrating on seven general areas:

1vASIS to Study Information Needs for NSF,"
Bylletin of the Amerijcan Society for Informatjon §cjgnge 1
(December 1974): '

2"Highlights of May Council Meeting," ASIS
Newsletter 11 (May-June 1972): 4,
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membership; public relations and public affairs; inter-
national reldtions; impact of media and~technblogy; struc~
ture of the American Society fbr Information Science;
conference; and meetings; and edﬁcation and continuing
education. The Commission must also determine the basic

mission of the Society itself,l

-
»

1"ASIS Long-Range Planhing. Commission," Bu

of the Americagn Society for Infqrmaggg Science 1 (March
1975): 33-34.

-
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A knowledge of the'history of the Americén'Society
for Information Science is essential to understanding the
Society as it now exists. The Society, founded'ak the
American Documentation Institute in 1937, dévelbped pro-
brams aﬁd activities for the promotion of documentation.
Through the yéar%r emphasis has changed from documentation

to information science. Today, the American Society for

Information Science conducts activities to meet the in-

formation needs of its members.

w
- The Society is composed of a diversity of members

including information specialists, scientists, librarians,

administrators, “social scientists and others interested in

.the application, organization, storage, retrieval and

dissemination of information. Organized as a non-profit
national professional organization, the American Society
for Information Science strives to improve the information

transfer process through research, development, application

and education.l A survey of the activities of the American

\ .
lEn¢yclopedia of Associations, 7th ed., s.v.
"American Society for Information Science (ASIS)."
- 61 -
» N

‘ 65




[? P ’
[ ) " & K
A
- 62 -
. Society for Information Science, presented in this paper,

provides an insight into the Socjety. .

. © . \ /,
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