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DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIDS

Research Notes ) | October, 1975
No. 26

" Subject: U.S.C. Freshman Profile - Fall, 1974 .

Ngtﬁxe and Scope of the Study:

During the 1974 fall orientation, a questionnaire prepared by the American Council

A

on Educatioﬁ (ACE) was administered to appto#imately-GS% of the entering f:eshman
class at the;Univeraity of South Carolina (USC). A total of 364 other imstitutlions
of highet education, including 44 unive:aitieg,>alao participated in thié éontinuing
national study of higher education sponsored By ACE's Cooperative Institutional
Regearch Ptogéam. | I | '

The foliowing study presents a compatattverénalyais of the various demographic data,

opinions, and projections of the entering freshmen at USC. USC entering freshmen

- were compnre& as a whole to the national norms; they were also compared by the

college in which they were en:ollgdl. Sex/diffetences werevreported vhere they

appreared to be important.

1Compatative data were classified into eigﬁt college categories. The following is a
list of the categories, with a description of the colleges which were grouped in
each category, and the number of students in each sample.

CATEGORY COLLEGES WITHIN CATEGORY NUMBER OF STUDENTS
l. Business Administration Business Administration ‘ 278
2. Science and Math Science and Math 269
3. Education ‘ Education 133
4. Journalism ’ Journalism 101
5. General Studies General Studies ' ) 147
6., Allied Health Sciences Nursing, Pharmacy, Health
o and P. E, 93, 56, 42

7. Humanities and Social Science Social and Behavioral Science,

_ ‘ Arts and Letters 204, 246

N _ Undecided o \ 48
8. Engineering - Engineering ' 97
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Elsven areas of interest were selected for this analysi§ from the original
. 52 areas contained in the quest;onnaireg. These. elcica areas were selected to
provide s composite profile of the ontering freshman at USC during the Fall, 1974
" term. Each of'these areas is presénted in tapular form and followed by comments

to higﬁlight the major comparisons.

2The eleven areas of interest which were considered are

‘1. Age by December 31, 1974

2. Racial background

3. Average grade in high school’

4, Highest degree planned anywherd

5. Reasons noted as very important in selecting this college
6. BEstimated parental income

7. Probable major field of study

8. Current religious preference

9, Political orientation

o 10. "Students estimate chances are very good that they will"

11. Residence planned during fall term
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Table 1

A COMPARTSON OF AGE FOR USC FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE AND UNIVE

, »wamn.,_moo "~ Total

. ‘ ‘ Bus:  Sci Gen Health & Behav | Usc Natl
Age by December 31, 1974 Adm & Math Educ Jour Stu Scienc Sci Engin Students Norms
16 or younger 04 0.0 . 0.8 00 00 00 00 00 0.1 0.
17 . 5.9 8.7 65 7.1 54 48 10,0 43 7.4 4.2
18 72,7 77.9 76.6 77.6 76,0 77.8  73.6  75.5 75.4  79.2
19 19.2  11.8 4.5 13,3 1.7 153 13.6  18.1 14.8 14.2
20-25 11 1.6 0.8 \2.0 1.6 1.0 23 21 1.6 2,0
26 or older 0.0 _0.0 0.8 0.0 _2.3 1.1 0.4 0.0 0.6 2.0

100.C 100.0 160.0 100,09 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Comments

1. The percentages of USC entering freshmen by age level were generally the same as ntn national norms, although
UG usidents were somewhat more dispersed over the total range of ages than were students nationally.

2. Uul e :sring freshmen were more iikely to describe their age as less than 18 vwhen compared to the national norms.

3. A sligh:ly smaller percentage of USC entering freshmen Aqm.psummmnuwvmmnwmwﬂmmmmm_:wm:ewouooavmnmmnonro
national norm of 79.2%. _ ) >

4., There was a tendency for a higher percentage of %ocbmmn students (less than 18) to emter the College of Humanities
and Social Science. There was a higher perceatags of oider students (19 and over) entering the Colleges of
Business Administration and Engineering. :

IC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

'
)
Q
E




Table 1-A

A COMPARISON OF AGE FOR USC FRESHMEN BY . SEX _ AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS

.National Norms

USC Freshmen

Lra b ummmavon 31, 1374 Male Temale Total Male Female Total
16 or younger 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1
17 4.2 10.9 7.4 3.2 5.4 4.2
13 7.6 6.2 75.4 77.7  80.8 79.2

, 19 18.1 11.3 14.8 16.1 12.0 14.2

, 20 - 25 2.5 ° 0.9 1.6 2.5 1.3 2.0
26 or older 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3
Comments : N

7 . . ..‘
It is interesting to note that males were more likely to be older than 18 "and females were more likely

to be younger than 18. nﬁnu trend was in the same direction as the national norms but more pronounced in

the case of U.S.C. entering freshmen.
‘ : ﬂ
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Table 2 . o . . I~

A COMPARISON OF RACIAL BACKGROUND FOR USC FRESHMEN B CO

. v . ALLIED SOC & : TOT
. - BUS SCI & GEN HEA BEH Usc NATL

Ri¢ .« 37GROUND - - AIMIN MATH  EDUC  JOUR STy _ScL SCI_ ENG STU  NORMS

sweZe/Canncsian . 91.6 93.9 - 96.0 95.9 86.7 94.1 9%.7 91.7 93.4 9.3

7 mnk/Wegeo/Afro-American 8.1 5.7 4,0 4,1 12,5 6.4 u\._m 7.6 6.5 3.4

Aworlzan Inddz 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.6 1.1 0.5 0.7

Ovieutal S 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 1.1

zouﬂoulnbannwomﬂxnrwmmao : 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 ,o.,o 0.1 0.5 "

Pu~™2 aﬂmalgﬂu-ﬂma °-.p, °o° GQQ Ooo °o° °o° o.o o.o 0.1 OON

Ot!.ax | 0.0 1.1 0.8 0.0 0.8 1.1 0.2 1.1 0.5 1.1

Comnv . |

1. Aupuozimacely 93% of the U.S.C. entering freshmen described themselves as "White/Caucasian" compared to the
national norm of 94.3%. _ : , _

2. U.S.C. entering freshmen, as may be expected of a southern state university, are more likely to describe
themselves as Black tham is common nationally. Both the percentazes of freshmen describing themselves as
Caucasian and American Indian are comparable to the national norms. Other minorities are less attracted
to U.S.C. than is typical natiomally. T _ . _

3. U.S.C. colleges enrolling a higher proportion of "Black students than the U.S.C. average of 6.5% included
General Studies .A.HN.SS. Lusiness Administration Am.wsv. and Engineering (7.6%).
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A COMPARISON Om., AVERAGE GRADE IN HIGH SCHOOL FOR USC FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS

. ALLIED SOC & TOT
BUS SCIL & . . GEN HEA BEH USC NATL

AVERAGE GRADE IN HIGH SCHOOL ADM  MATH EDUC JOUR  STU _SCI SCI_ ENGIN STU  NORMS .

A 14,1 23,8 22,0 23.4 8.5 20.1 20,1 13.3 18.7 31.0

B 62,5 60:5 70.0 62,2 59.8 65.7 @ 62,2 77.2 63.3 58,2

0 Nuoo H.UON, moH HN«.W WHOW Hbou HN.N Wb..hv HN.@ HHOO

D 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 _o.o 0.0 0.0 el 2
Comments : , . .
1., U.S.C. entering freshmen reported an average grade in high school of "A" considerably less frequently than the

national norm (U.S.C., 18.7%; national norm, 31.0%).

2. Entering _mnmmmama at U.S.C. were also more likely to report an average grade of 'C" in high school than were *°
their national counterparts (U.S.C., 17.9%; national norm, 11.0%). ‘

3. U.S.C. colleges enrolling the highest proportion of entering freshmen nomonnwnm that they had received an
-average grade of "A" in high school included Science and Math (23.8%), Journalism (23.4%), and Education (22.0%).

4. The no“:.mmm. of General Studies enrolled the vwmwomn..vnowonnwoa of U.S.C. entering freshmen reporting an -

average grade of 'C" in high school.

ERS
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. A . Table 3-A

A COMPARISON OF AVERAGE GRADE IN HIGH SCHOCL FOR USC FRESHMER w.m « SEX . AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS

USC FRESHMEN : NATIONAL RORMS

AVERAGE GRADE IN HIGH SCHOOL MALE - FEMALR TOTAL . MALE FEMALE TOTAL
A 12.1 25,9 . 18.7 26.8 35.6 31.0
B 63.8 62.8 63.3 58.5 57.4 58,2
C. 24,0 11,3 17.9 14,5 u.o‘ ‘ 11.0
U . . ,. oH ) QQ oH .QN oH oN 9
. : ~
Commnants: ] .
1. ..c is noteworthy that U.S.C. fesales were twice as likely (females, 25.9%4; males, 12.1%) as U.S.C. males
to report an .E_Bnmmo grade in high school of "A,"
U.S.C. males were about fewno as likely as U.S.7. females (males, 24.0%; females, 11.3%Z) to report an
average grade of 'C" in _,i.mr school, -
3. All of the above trends were in the same direction as the national norms. '
// 0
\/_ U
- &l
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Table 4 o o
, " BY COLLEGE —
A COMPARISON OF HIGHEST DEGREE PLANNED ANYWHERE FOR USC_FRESHMEN /AND UNIVERSITY NATTONAL NORMS

. ALLIED SOC & TOT

- BUS SCI & GEN  HEA BEH | USC  MATL
HIGHEST DEGREE PLANNED ANYWHERE ADM " MATH EDC JOUR  STU SCI . SCI_ ENGIN' STU NORMS
Nona | 0.8 0.0 0.0 2.2 3.3 0.6 1.8 2.3 1.2 1.8
Associate (or mnc?mwmunv ,. o._o 0.0 0.9 3.3 ,53.3 6.9 0.7 2,3 - 5.5 2,0 .
Bachelor's (B.A., B.S.) 60,2 24,7 47.4 53.3  30.0  64.2 36.1 58,0 441  37.7 -
Master's (M.A., M.S.) . “22.3  16.2 44.8 30.0 7.5 22.0  25.8 26,1 23.5 26.6
Ph.D., or Ed.D. . 3.5 22.3 6.0 7.8 0.8 4.0 4.7 10.2  10.5° 11.0
M.D., D.C., D.D.S., or D.V.M. 0.4 35.2 0.0 0.0 1.7 2.3 1.1 0.0 6.4 12,6 ©
11.B. or J.D. (law) 12.5 ° 0.8 0.9 2.2 L7- 0.0 18.3 1.1 7.9 6.5
B.D. or M.Div. (Divinity) 0.0 04 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.3

Oﬂﬂ.—mﬂ : °¢b Oob Ooo HoH HQN Ooo How ) Olo OQN HQU

Comments :

1. Compared to the national norms, a smaller percentage of entering freshmen at U.S.C. planned to pursue post
baccalaureate degrees. A primary factor in this difference was the smaller percentage of U.S5.C. entering
freshmen planning to pursye medical degrees, i.e. *M.D., D.C., D.D.S., or D.V.M," (U.S.C., 6.4%; national
5030 HNOQ”V. ] : . ;

N.. As expected, a greater percentage of students in the College of General Studies considered the "associste
(or equivalent) degree” to be the highest degres they would obtain when compared to other colleges.

IC
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Comments _(Table 4) (Continued)

i
~—

3, When the different colleges were compared by highest level of degree planned, various differences were noted.
For example, the Allied Health Sciences had the highest percentage (64.27%) of students seeking the "bachelor's
(B.A., B.S.) degree" as ‘the highest degree they would obtain. The College of Education had the highest
peccentage (44.8%) of students seeking the masters degree, the collegp with the highest percentage (22.3%) of
st:dents seeking the doctoral degree was the College of Sciemce and M%nrnawnwnm. With respect to the
“..L.B. or J.D. (law)" degree, students in the Colleges-of Humanities and Social Sciences (18.37%) and
Business Administration (i2.5%) were more likely to consider attaining these degrees.

Hmvum G=f

BY SEX

A COMPARISON OF HIGHEST DEGREE PIANNED ANYWHERE FOR USsC FRESHMEN/AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS

HIGHEST DEGREE PIANNED ANYWHERR

None _
Associate (or equivalent)
act~ior's (B.A., B.S.)

Masces's (M.A., M.S.)
PhD., or Ed.D. .
g..u.s Uaﬂou Uoquov or D.V.M,
L..B. 0o J.D. AHWGV
B.D. or M.Div. (Divinity)
Other AN

\

1

Comments:

USC FRESHMEN

MALE FEMALE
1.0 1.5
1.5 9.9
40.3 48.2
20.9 2644
1334 7.2
10.0 2.6
11.9 3.5
0.2 0.0
0.7 0.7

NATIORAL NORMS

JTOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL
‘1.2 1.8 1.7 1.8
5.5 1.2 2.9 2.0
44,1 32.6 43.5 37.7
23.5 - 25.2 28,2 26.6
10.5 12.8 9.0 11.0
6.4 15.8 9.0 12.6
7.9 8.6 4.1 6.5
0.1 0.4 0.1 0.3
OON Hom How Hom

It is interesting to Monm_nrwn females aspired to degrees at or below the master's level more frequently than

males; however, this

rend reversed itself with respect to doctoral and other professional degrees. These

results are typical for entering freshmen both at U.S.C. and mationally.
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i Hmv«o 5 faV)
A COMPARISON OF REASONS NOTED AS VERY IMPORTANT IN SELECTING THIS COLLEGE FOR
USC FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS
i " N . - .-
. ) : ALLIED SOC & TOT
- REASCYS NCYED AS VERY IMPORTANT BUS SCC & GER HEA BEH usc NATL
I:1 SELECTING THIS COLLEGE ADM MATH EDUC  JOUR STU _scI SCI__ ENGIN STU -NORMS
Ralatives wanted me to come here . 11.4 3.9 5.7 6.3 10.2 4.4 mub 9.9 7.6 5.6
~ Wanted to live away from home N@ﬁb 19.6 25,2 19,8 18.1 21.8 ’ wu.b 13.0 22,6 19,1
Hﬂmnrmﬂ m.ﬂupJ\WUNm me HOH . o-m wow HOH w.w H..N mow HOH NON ~w0w
| Has a WOOW .;...U'Lrur...-hu.ﬂ .‘sﬂﬂucﬂmﬂﬁeﬂ wb.om wmom Nvmoo . Wmow ) h&oO UmoN boom ; wwoﬂ bvNoW mo.m
Offered fianancial mkm»mnmnnm 10.9 10.7 8.3 11.8 10.8 7.3 11,5 10.9 10.4 - 15.7
Advice of someone who attended 19.5 12,5 22.6 12.9 18.4 21.4 17.8 . 14.3 17.6 17.2
. ~—
Offers special educ programs 19.5 26.4 32,8 45,7 32,8 42,1 20.6 16.3 26.9 29.4:
Has low tuition . 22,3 22.5 26,2 17.2 17.2 23.9 25.4 23,1 23.1  22.9
Advice of guidance counselor 3.1 ,m.w 6.6 4,3 8.3 5.0 - 3.8 5.5 4,7 6.5
Wanted to live at home . 7.3 7.1 . 10,0 3.2 8.3 4.5 6.2 5.6 6.6 6.9
Caxld not get m,uov . 3.1 1.6 1.7 1.1 0.0 1.1 1.1 2,2 1.6 1.4
COmments:
1. Students varied with respect to-the reasons noted as very important in mmwmonbnw U.S.C. '"Has a good academic
reputation’ was the most frequertly cited (42.9%) and "could not get a job" was the least frequeatly cited
reason {1.6%). _ T .
O
kl

E
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Comments (Table 5) Coniinued

3

2. 1Imn ooavmnwmou.ennr the national -.-:ms, U.S.C. students were less likely to cite the following reasons as
important in making their college choice: “nas a good academic repurtation," "offered financial assistance"
and "offered special educational programs." U.S.C. students were more likely than their naticnal counterparts
to cite as important the following: '"influénce of relatives"” end 'wanted to live away from home. "

3. Students in-the College of Journalism and the Allied Health Sciences were more likely to cite "has a good

mnmamswnuoﬁ:nmnwouzmmm<mnww§uonnmunuommonwumowmonwumc.m.n.Amm.wﬂnmm.wﬂunvmnﬁouomﬁcaannmwuonrnn
U.S.C. colleges. . . .

Table 5-A

A _COMPARISON OF ONS NOTED AS VERY IMPORTANT IN SELECTING THIS COLLEGE FOR

USC FRESHMEN BY . SEX AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS e~
REASONS NOTED AS VERY IMPORTANY USC FRESHMEN NATIONAL NORMS
IN SELECTING THIS COLLEGE MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE "TOTAL
. . v -
_ Relatives wanted me to come here ... 5.9 9.5 . 1.6 4,7 6.7 5.6
W...ad to live away from howme 19.2 26.3 " 22.6 14.9 24,0 19.1
Tew_her advised me : 2.5 2.9 2.7 4,1 4.5 4.3
Has a good academic reputation 35.8 . 50.5 42.9- 57.5 64,1 60.6
Offered financial.assistance 10.8 9.9 10.4 15.1 16.3 15.7
Advice of someone who attended -: 15.5 19.9 17.6 16.1 18.4 17.2
Offers special educ programs 23.4 30.8 26.9 24,0 35.6 29.4
Has low tuition 23.0 - 23.2 23.1 21.9 23,9 22,9
Advite of guidance counselor 4.6 4.9 4,7 6.7 6.3 6.5 .
Wanted ¢o live at home 6.1 7.1 6.6 6.9 7.0 6.9
Could anot get a job 2.2 0.8 1.6 1.3 1.5 W
Comments ¢ s
. . ..\
) In general, a number of sex differences are apparent in the reasons students gave for selecting U,5.C. Females
cited most of the reasons offered more frequently than males especially "has a good academic reputation"
(50.5%;. 35.8%), "offered special educatiomal programs" (30.8%; 23.42), and "wanted to live away from home"
(26.3%2; 19.2%). The same trerds existed in the national norms. :
- - 4
~ o

E
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™ S ~ Table 6 | -
A COMrARISON OF ESTIMATED PAPENTAL Hznozww FOR USC FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS
ALLIED  SOC & © Tor
. BUS . SCT & GEN  HEA . BEH uscC NATL -
ESTIMAL 7D PARENTAL IRCOME ADM MATH EDUC hocw STU . __SCI SCI_ ENGIN STU NORMS
Hmmm wnsu mmﬁsc b.m u.w m.m . m.u 0.“ m'm ubu N.N w.H mﬂo
$1L,000 =°$14,999 16.4 25.8 24,4 30.5 29.3  27.5 24,5 30.8 24,7 26.6
$15,000 = $24,929 . -37.9 32.0 38.6 35.8 29.2 29.2 32.3 40.7 33.8 32.0
$25,200 = $%:,999 18.6 16.0 11.8 11.6 8.2 1l.4 17.5 7.7 - 1.7 12,9 -
$25,000 = $47,929 7.4 5.0 3.4 3.2 7.3 6.4 7.4 3.3 6.2 6.4
$5G,000 ox -ie 8.6 4,7 5.9 5.3 2.4 3.8 5.7 2.2 5.3 . 5.8

uﬂwo>nmnmnmsmuom»<wmomwsnomocunmouwnnosovumnwonmm.monwmmwoomoaavmanou.nvovumnwonwsonmnonvwamm
into the above seven categories. : : : , - o . . .

Comments : , : -

1.
2.

3.

p... ~

/

12

The percentages of U.S.C. entering freshmen by mmnwﬁmnmm parental income mmm very similar to the national norms.

Kowo than half of the U.S.C. entering freshmen (58.5%) omnwamnmm a parental income of betweer mno.oco and $24

When compared to onrom OOHHmmww ard to the national norms, a higher percentage of entering freshmen from the
College -of General Studies estimated parental income of less. than $6,000 (College of General Studiers, 9.8%;
national norm, 6.0%). - o o -

(At a.mmw. mum,nun»ouunmw. over one-fourth of the entering freshmen had estimated parental incomes exceeding

mmm.o&o. (U.S.C., 26.2%; national norms, 25.1%). BHowever, one-third of the freshmen in the College of
Business Administration had parental Incomes in excess of $25,000. .

N

(2
T

»”

,999,

Q
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Table 7

| Upo)
A COMPARISON OF PROBABLE MAJCR FIEIDS* OF STUDY FOR USC FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS ~
ALLIED SOC & TOT .
BUS SCI & o GEN HEA BEH usc NATL
PROBABLE MAJOR FIELD OF S ADM MATH EDUC  JOUR sTU _scI SCI_ ENGIN STU  NORMS
Busiucss 93,9 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.2 0.00 “18.8 12,6
Education 6.0 0.0 95.9 0.0 ‘6.4 18.7 0.9 0.0 10,2 7.5
Engineering - 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.2 98.9 5.9 9.6
Health Professional 0.0 2,0 0.8 .0.0 24,8 78.1 0.0 0.0 11,3 8.0
Arts anc Letters 0.0 0.0 0.8 2.0 3.2 0,0 32,8 0.0 9.9 10.6
Science and Math 1.6 72.6 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.5 1,0 0.0 12,2 19.8
Social and Behavioral Sc. 1.9 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.8 0.0 46.4 0.0 4.0 11,9
Othexr T:...®  (Technical) 0.4 17.6 0.0 1.0 3.2 1.6 0.6 1.1 3.6 5.5
O:hex Tizlds (Non-Technical) 1,1 7.1 0.0 95.9. 12,0 0.0 4,3 © 0,0 9.3 9,8
Undecided 1,1 0.8 1.6 1.0 4,0 @ 1,1 13.6 0.0 4,9 4.6

L

4ps was indicated for the previous table, several responses have been incorporated into other categories.
Science and Math includes mathematics and statistics, physical sciences, biclogical sciences, and agriculture.
Social and Behavioral Science includes the social sciences and history, political science. Arts and Letters
includes English, fine arts, and humanities (other). ‘

. -~

Comments :

The percentages 'of U.S.C.- freshmen entering the different major fields of study were generally the same as the
national norms, except for "business' which was described as.a probable major by 18.8% of U.S.C. freshmen
compared to the national norm of 12.6%. Other major fields in which U.S.C. students reported comparatively higher
interests were “education,” "health professions," -VSocial agd Beliavioral Sciences,” and "undecided." :

I
i
i
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, . Table 7-A .

A _COMPARISON OF PROBABLE MAJOR FIELDS® OF STUDY FOR U.S.C. mwmmmxwz BY SEX . AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS

-~

' USC FRESHMEN

I - ~ NATIONAL NORMS

PROBABLE MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY MALE FEMALE TOTAL zbﬁm th%ﬂwzﬁ H@H»ﬁ
Business 22.9 14,4 18.8 16.5 - 844 12,6
Education ) 4.1 16.6 10.2 2.5 13,0 7.5
mumwnmmnwwm 10,9 0.6 5.9 16,6 1.8 9.6
Health muommmmwon 4.3 - 18.4 11,3 2.2 14.5 8.0
Arts a1 Latters 7.7 12.3 @ow - 8.8 HN.W 10.6

, - Science nuu Math 18.1 5.9 12,2 25.3 13.8 19,8

’ Social and Behavioral Sc. 13.0 15.0 14.0 10.3 13,6 11.9 -
Other Fields (Technical) 5.3 1.8 3.6 5.7 5.3 - 55
Other Fields (Non=Technical) 9.4 9.1 9.3 8.2 11.6 9.8 4 )
Undecided 4.2 5.6 4,9 3.8 5.5 46

5As was indicateé for the previous table, several responses have been incorporated into. onwmn categories.
mnwmnnm/mnm Math includes mathematics and statistics, physical sciences, biological sciences, and agriculture.
Social and Behavioral Science includes the social sciences and history, political mnwonom., Arts and Letters
includes English, fine arts, mun hunanities (other).

Comments

Differences vmnenmn males and femalee at U.5.C. with ummvnon to vnovmwww major field of study are uﬁswwmu to those
existing in the national norms. Males and females vary widely with respect to-probable major field of study.
Compared to males, females report a jreater probability of entering fields such as "education," "health
professions," "Social and Behavioral Sciences,' and Arts and Letters. Males repoft, more often than females,

that they will probably go into fields of "Science and Math,: and Business >naw=wmnnmnwon.= and :mnmwnmmuwnm.
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Table 8

7}..
6 G o S
A _COMPARISON OF CURRENT RELIGIOUC TEFERENCE FOR_USC FRESHMEN BY QOHH.NQN AND UNIVERSTITY NATIONAL NORMS
ALLIED SOC& ~  TOT .
BUS SCI & . GEN HEA BER USC - NATL
'CURRENT RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE ADM MATH EDUC JOUR S3U SCI ! SCI_~ ENGIN m...l._...ﬁl NORMS
Protestant | 77.2  70.5 80.5 82.5  86.9 77.3 - 70,1 74.2 . T4.6 45,2 -
Catholic 10,7 13.0 114 - 12.4 5.5 1.4.8 9.7 8.6  10.8 315
Jewish 2.9 23 16 2.1 0.0 1.6 2.5° 3.2 . 2.2 5.8
Other Noo wom “.m Hno ’ wow 3.1 b..m - NON . wom/bbm
None | | 6.3 107 4.9 2.1 3.1 3.2 131 11.8 8.7 124w
In oxder to simplify interpretation the various religions have been grouped into four major categories. Protestant
consists of Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Quaker, Seven Lay Adventist .and
other Protestant. Other consists cf Eastern:Orthodox, Latter Day Saints (Mormon), Muslim, Unitarisn = Universalist
and religion (other). |, . . . |
noﬁum. nts ¢

1. Freshmen at U.5.C. are more likely to be Protestant and less likely to be Catholic, Jewish, other or none
when compared to freshmen nationally. . -

N.z.wmuwwn.—u.moomocunruommzc.m.n.muomvapuQb.mavmmmnuwvom._nrowu‘ocunmnnuo:.mmocmwnnmmnmuoomm
Protestant.’/ - : .

nosvmmwuo.un.mcam.o.cwn:numnun»ogpuonau ou..vn.»nawunu vuo."mnnmunnnuoanmnwoamwm»mn nrnfmowwozwnm mmnm"
Baptist (USC, 30,.5%; national norm, 9.5%), Episcopal (USC, 6.27%; national norm u.oﬂw. Lutheran (USC, 7.8%; . A
national norm 8.9%), Methodist (USC, Hm.nm.“ na tional norm, 10.8%), and Presbyterian (USC, 10.5%; nationmal norm 6.2%).
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Table 9

18

A COMPARISON OF POLITICAL ORIENTATYNON FOR USC mwmmmzwz BY COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS

. . 5

. ALLIED SOC & - TOT
BUS SCI & GEN HEA BEH ,. USC -~ NATL
POLITICAL ORIENTATION ADM MATH EDUC JOUR STU SCI SCI1 ENGIN STU NOBMS
Far Left 3.0. 1.5 0.8 0,0 1.6 1.6 2.6 5.4 2.2 2.0 ‘
w Liheral . 29.0 28.7 31.1  45.3 28.0 "23.8 38.1 27,2 31,9 31.9
Middle~of=the~Road 51.7 50.6 56.6 41.1 59,2 56.1 47.2 54.3 51.2 51,6
nonwmﬂdmnwcm A 15,2 18.8 11,5 13,7 9.6 18.0 11.3 13,6 14.0 13.8
Far Right 1.1 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.6 05 0.9 0.0 0.7 0.6
s O
4
‘Comments ; _ ) . .
1, MOManan orientations of U.S.C. entering mummramn were almost identical to those of students in the national
norms., , : . . .
2. More than half (51.2%) of the U.6.C. freshmen described their political orientation as "middle=of~the=road." .
While approximately one=-third of the students ~w».~svxmounuwvmm themselves as :mmn.ummn or "liberal."
3. “he greatest percentage of U.S.C. entering mnmura»u mmnnnwvwnm themselves as :H»vmumwz or "far left" are found L
in the Colleges of Journalism (45.3%) and Humanitie€s and Social Sciénces Abo.qﬂv The greatest percentage: of
U.S.C. entering freshmen describing themselves as "conservative" or "far uwmrn: are found in the Colldges of
Science and Math (19.2%) and the Allied- Health mnwounmu (18, va ,
S -
’ - -
- . K
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-Table 9-A \

A COMPARISON OF POLITICAL ORIENTATION TCR JC TRUSHMEN BY . SEX . AND UNIVERSTTY NATIONAL NORMS o -
. A = . ‘ -
RS C R : d ' USC Freshmen | National Norms
POLITICAL ORIENTATION , MALE . FEMALE ~ TOTAL MALE FEMALE . TOTAL |
Fal Left 3.0 . 1,3 v 2.2 © 2,5 1.4 2.9
. /
Liberal - 32.9 - 30.9 4 ‘31.9 33.1 30.6 31.9 )
Middle~of-the-Road . 47.7 55.0 51.2 : 48.2 55.5 51.6
Conservative 15.6 12,6 14,0 Gkﬂ\\p\n\.\ 1 13.8
Far Right .1 0.3 0.7 0.8 0. 06
Comments :
Differences by sex -were typically in the same directions troa‘noavwnmm to the national norms. mmawwom.tono more
likely to describe their political oxiemtation as 'middle-of-the-road," (females, 55.0%, males 47.7%) and
conversely, males were somewhat more likely to describe their political orientation as either "liberal'or
“conservative." A _ , ) ,
O
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STUDENTS ESTIMATE CHANCES ARE
VEBY GOOD THAT THEY WILL

VERY GOOD nA A H ey N
Change Major Field

Change Career nrowmn

Live in a Coeducational Dorm
Be Blected to an Honor Society
Make at H.m_mu.,n a "B“ Average
Work at Outside Job  *
Seek soomn»mnmw Counseling
Enroll in mouono.oonnmmu

Get a Bachelor's Degree

Be Satisfied With College

Find a Job in Preferred Field

Marry Within a Year After College

BUS
ADM

16.9
14.5
11.6
3.0
26.3
22.4

6.7

5.6
72.0
56,5
58.2

16.7

SCI &
MATH

11.7
12.0
10.5

8.2
41.7
21.3

4,7
16.5
4.7
52.0
61.6

18.5

Table 10

EDUC
10.5
8.1
7.3
6.5
32.5
27.6

2.4

4.8

77.4

62,0

57.4
26.4

JOUR
6.2
9.3

11.5
3.2

31.9

27.8
9.5
8.3

75.3

66.3

67.4

12,6

| ALLIED
GEN ~ HEA
sT0  _scI
116 4.8
10,1 4.8
6.2 3.2
1.6 5.9
2% 26,2
23,3 20,2
7.0 5.
1.6 3.7
22,8 78.7
68.0 60,0
3.4 78.7
28.5 21.7

SOC &
BEH
SCI

14,1
12,9
33,2
7.7
44,2
24,2

BT
12.5
73.8
51,4
5642

15.2 .

IMATIONS MADE BY USC_FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL RORMS

ENGIN

4.3

4.3

5.4
26,1
20,2
6.4
12.8

81.9

46,2

79.8

19,6

TOT
. UsC
© . 810 -

13.0

10,0
4.7
' 32.0
23.4
6.9
- ig.e-
72,6
56.8
60,7

20

NATL
NORMS

| 15,3
TR

14,7
33,0

7.3

43.8

26.1

18

10.6 -

12.0
75.0

56.2

55.8

16.8
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Table 10 (Continued)
i
2 .
Comments :

1, When compared no the national norms, a lower wonomunmmo of U.5.C. freshmen omu»ﬁnnmm that osmumom were good
~ that they would "live in a coeducational moﬂB: (u.s.C., 10.0%; national norm, 33,0%). This is not surprising,
however, in light of the mmon that U.S5.C.'s only co-ed dorm is not open to freshmen.

2. A much smaller percentage of U.S.C. freshmen estimated that chances were very good that they would :amwo at
least a "B' avevrsc:' when compared to the national norms, .(U.S.C., 32.0%; national norm, 43.8%). This seems
clearly related to the fact that a lower percentage of U.S.C. students also novonnmm making an average grade
of "A" in high school. - (See Table 3).

-~

A}

3. Close to nﬁuum:mocnnrm of the U.S.C. freshmen (72.6%) reported that chances were <mu%.mooa that they would
"set a bachelor's degree'; over half (56.8%) reported that they would "be satisfied with oowummo:. and
69.7% estimated that they would probably 'find a job in a preferred field. "

19

4. "7.5.C. students varied somewhat with respect to estimations that they would “change major fields." Students
{zom +he College of Business Administration were most likely to make the statement (14.9%), and those in the -
Coil-;e of Engineering were least likely (4. 3%). This same trend was monom in mmnwamnwoum aboutchange of
car:... choice. . Lo :

5. U.S.C. freshmen varied by college with respect to estimation that chances were very moom nwmn nrmw would
“enroll in hondrs courses," with 16.5% of the freshmen in the College of Science and Math making the statement,
'1.6% of the ‘freshmen in the College of General Studies making the statement, and the Onrmn colleges falling
between these two extremes.

6. It is interesting to note that while 68% of the freshmen in the College of General Studies agreed that they =
would "be satisfied with college," only 46.2% of tlie freshmen in the College of Engineering felt that way. The
national norm was 56.2%. The mconnmm for U.S.C. was 56.8%.

7. Students varied widely by college twnv respect to estimations that they would :mws& a job in a vnomounon m»mwm "
Over three-fourths of the “reshmen in the College of Engineering a.greed with the statement (79.8%), whereas
over half (56.2%) of the ireshmen within the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences concurred with the

- statement. The other colleges fell within these nto extremes (U.S.C. average, 60.7%; national uons. 55. mﬂv

\
Q
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Table 11 S . e
A COMPARISON OF PIACES OF RESIDTINCE DURING FALL TERM FOR USC FRESHMEN BY COLLEGE-AND UNIVERSITY NATIONAL NORMS
- | ALLIED SOC & . TOT .
BUS SCI & ~ GEN  HEA BEH USC ' NATL
. | | ADM _MATH EDUC  JOUR STU  _SCI SCI_ ENGIN , STU  NORMS
_ RESIDENCE PLANNED DURING FALL TERM — T | | .
With_Parents or Relatives 21,4 28,2 22.0 23.5 35.2 29,1 23,9 30.9 25.9  20.3
Othé: Private Home or Apartment 3.7 3.1 2.4 3.1 6.3 2.1 .9 2.1 2,9 2,9
ﬁ College Dormitory : 71.2  66.0 74.8  72.4 58,6 67.7 72,5 66.0 69.4 74,0
Fraternity or Sorority House 1.8 2.3 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.8 1,1 L1 L2 o
-Other Campus Housing 1.1 04 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.8 . 0.0 0.6 1.3

Othar | | 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3

Comments

1. When compared to the national norms, more U.S.C. entering freshmen planned to reside "with parents or relatives."
(U.S.C., 25.9%; national norm, 20.3%). - ,

2. PFewer c.m.o. entering muomrlna planned to live in a dormitory (U.S.C., 69.4%; national norx , 74,.07) when com=
pared to nationmal norms. U.S.C. 's relatively low percentage of entering freshmen. E.ﬁ.nm in a dormitory .
occurred despite an institutionnl policy reéquiring entering freshmen to live on campus,

3. Students in the College of General Studies are less likely to live in residence halls and more likely to live

: with parents and relatives or in a private home or apartment. o .

8y.5.C.'s residence policy requires all freshmen to live in the residence halls except those who are over 21, ¢on_ouulu.r_ .

1 th relatives. Due to a shortage of space, however, freshmen o would otherwise be required to. )
‘ anmmnmomnonwwwwm Vie unsble £o obtain campus housing. pace, ’ ’ : equ e g
.2
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SUMMARY

Profile -~ The average enteving Freshman at U.S.C. for Fall, 1974 was:

18 years of age

a white/caucasian

a "B" student in high school

hoping to achieve at least a bocheloro or masters degree

likely to have selected U.5.C. for its good academic reputation

probaily from a family with an annual income of between $10,000 auh_sés,ooo.
a business, health professional, or education major |

a8 Protestant

'middle-of=the-road" politically

residing in & college dormitory

Profile - Compared with entering fteshmen nationally, U.S.C. enteri.3 eshmon'

1.

2,

3,
4.

5.

6.v

were less likely to have maintained au "A" sverage in high school and
generally achieved lower in high school.

placed lesa importance in good acadenic reputation as a reasom for selecting
u.s.cC.

were more likely to be Black

'generaliy‘leas confident academically, less likely to seek an advanced degree

more likely to be Protestant and less likely to beaCatholic or Jewish

more likely to live at home or with relatives and less likely to live
in a college dormitory.
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