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SUMMARY OF THE REPORT )

a. Reporting period June 15, 1973 to June 30, 1975. 13
b. Goals and objectives of the project. )
1. To increase the self-awareness of each student. ) e

* 2. To assist each student in developing favorable attitudes about
the personal, social and economic significance of work.

3. To assist each student in developing and practicing appropriate
career decision making skills.

4. To assist in the development of the career awareness of each
student in grades K-5.

5. To assist in the development of career orientation and mean-
ingful exploratory experiences by each student in grades 6-9.

6. To assist each student in grades 70-14 in preparing for a job
in a wide variety of occupational areas, with special emphasis
on the utilization of work experience and cooperative education.

7. To insure the placement of each exiting student in either:
(a) a job, (b) a post-secondary occupational program, or (c)
a baccalaureate program.

8. To provide guidance and counselling services as needed to assist
each student in achieving successfully the goals and objectives
of this career education program.

c. Procedures followed
First Program Yedr - ' ¢

Twenty-five teachers were trained in the summer of.1973 in prepara-
tion for implementation of pilot programs at the elementary, middle,
and secondary levels. The elementary program was based on open-education
techniques utilizing an integration of basic academic content with career
education activities. Interest centers, role playing, career games, in-
terviewing, field trips, and resource speakers were some of the techniques
used.

/

At the junior and senior high level, interdisciplinary teams of
teachers were trained in guidance decision.making techniques, and methods
of formulating individual career related contracts, as a means of teaching
basic academics and promoting independence and maturity. -
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The placement program was initiated in October 1973. Its purpose is
‘to develop a bank of community resources for use in exposing students to°
the world of work through field trips, individual research assignments,
and cooperative work experience positions. This component placed more ]
then 150 high school students in training positions by the end of the program
year, and comprises one of the most successful components of the project.

¥
The Career Education Advisory Committee was appointed on March 25,
1974, following a period of community based controversy over the techniques
being used at the secondary level. ‘As a result of the deliberation of
this group an altered implementation plan for the program has. been re-
commended calling for a more systematic development of the concept with
greater input and communication from the community at each step.

Second Program Year
) The systematic development process was undertaken with the selection
of elementary and middle school teacher task forces. These groups held
work sessions in July an? again in October to develop learner outcomes
and procedures for theirilevels based on the program goals.

~ The outcomes and procedures of the elementary group were reviewed
by all elementary faculties, principals and the advisory committee.
A1l groups regarded them favorable, and they were submitted to the school
coomittee for approval. However, the elementary manual became the butt
of public controversy when réviewed, and the school committee returned
it for re-working of the self awareness section. The resulting contin-
uing controversy prompted the school committee to reject application
for funding of the project for a third year, and ultimately nullified
efforts to diffuse the concepts throughout the system.

]

Results and Accomplishments <

The continuing controversy over the project precluded the system
from atta'ining the goals of the projéct to any great degree. While
the placement component at the high school did have some success, other
components were stiffled by the continuing controversy.

(e Major results are in terms of a series of conclusions and recom- \
ndations derived from out experience about development and infusion
strategies for programs seeking to make changes in educational insti=
tutions, . . ‘

Conclusions: ‘
1. If the.EFagram goal is to diffuse a change throughout a school
or system, the pilot program is not an effective implementation
Strategy. .

2. S1gn1f1can€ changes cannot take place unless those who are to
implement the change have an investment in it.
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3. Assumptions of community accéptance of a program must be tested
out and constant communication with the community must take place
if unwarranted suspicions are not to be aroused.

4. Funding sources, fwith their need for student product data mil-
" itate against a duccessful planning and development effort in ~
their projects.

Recommendations:

1. When trying to diffuse a change throughout a s¢hool or system,
implementation steps should be very small and include all parties
so that no fishbowling occurs. -

2. 'Professional working committees, made up of wide representation
of principals and teachers should work out each step in the
change process to create a high level of program interest and
investment.

3. Programs that are trying to change schools must communicate
their development and implementation steps on a regular basis
to the community through the school committee, the local media
and a representative advisory committee. ,

%

4, If funding sources see themselves as catalysts of change, their
guidelines must allow time, commensurate with the maanitude of
the change, for systematic program development before students
are to be involved and measured for results.

H' ]




PROBLEM

The rationale for developing the career education concept has been
widely publicized. The problems facing Americans, both young and adult
in dealing with a highly complex ever changing society have called for
new strategies in preparing everyone for economic and personal survival.
With a proliferation of alternatives in every realm, including the
career area, the formulation of wise choices is becoming increasingly
difficult. No longer is there a manageable number 6f alternatives for
a person &o select from. Now, every decision has hundreds or thousands
of alternatives. Retrieving this massive amount of information and
selecting the best possible course of action, demands a sophisticated
set of information gathering and decision making skills. Compounding
this problem is the fact that the society, and the information available.
to it, is changing so rapidly. e cannot be sure that the information
we use today will be valid tomorrow. Today's good decision could be
toworrow's failure. This impermanence in our society necessitates that
many, once upon a time, final decisions can no longer be seen as final,
but must always be seen as tentative decisions which cdn be changed in
the 1ight of new circumstances. Since everyone can exiéct\%gﬁggﬁaffected
by this change, we must predict that more people will have t0 e more .
critical decisions more often then ever before. If this is-the case,
then our formal education system must do its part in preparing people to
make wiser choices and better decisions.

At the same time that these broad issues of super choice and .

super change are effecting society, we are faced with more specific
problems of youth proceeding through school with 1ittle preparation
for economic survival. Al1 levels of education are experiencing high
drop-out rates. Too many students are leaving high school, junior
college, and four year colleges before completion, and without the
where-with-all to make their way in society. Another category, ﬂﬂ!
in-school, drop-out is rapidly increasing in size. Although there is
no way to get statistics on this group, it is a growing concern among
secondary school administrators and teachers around the country. The
in=school, drop-out has decided that he might as well, or has to, stay
in school, but that he will do as little as pogsible to get through.
Little in school is of interest to him, other than the social identi-
fication it gives him. He hangs on, passes just enough tests, but is
almost completely unmotivated by his experiences. Thousands of students
in this category graduate from high school yearly, without knowing why
they evér went to-high school or what to do when they get out.

In North Kingstown, since the first proposal was written, the
largest employér in the town, the U.S. MNavy, has closed down 90% of
its operation at Quonset Point Navel Air Station and at the Davisville
C.B. Center. This has resulted in the loss of 6,000 civilian jobs, -
and the transfer of most of the 8,347 military personnel cited in
the initial proposal. The impact of this base closing has had and will
continue to have far ranging economic and social implications for the
community.

»
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The immediate effect of the base closings on thé school system

<4

has been a severe curtailment in Federal Impact Aid Funds. Secondly,
we have experienced a sharp drop in enrollment at the elementary
level causina the closing of two schools, with a third closing being
considered. This indicates a change in the population base caused by
the younger navy families leaving and beinqg replaced by older urban
families. Figures comparing enrollment in October 1972, at the time of
the writing of the initial proposal and projections for September
1975, illustrated this trend. ™~

October 1, 1972 Projected Sept. 75 Diff.
Elementary © 3776 _ 2330 1446
Middle 1600 ) . J130 470
High School . 1914 1960 154
Total | 7290 5220 2070

This -enrollment drop has necessitated the suspension of fifteen
teachers from the elementary level, and. corresponding personnel shifts
that have almost completely revamped each elementary schools faculty

during the 74/75 School Year, aqd an additional 68 suspensions for the .

75/76 School Year.s

\

-




OBJECTIVES
Goal Number One *© ) *

To increase the self-awareness of each student

Program Objective:

"To design an open education activity-centered
learning environment which will increase the
self-awareness of each student in the target group.

Learngi Objective:

As a result of participation in the program each -
student will evidence an increase in self-awareness
at the curriculum, instructional and task level
. as evidenced by acceptable responses on paper and
\\ pencil instruments and actual "hands on" experiences

7

- designed to measure student awareness of skills,
aptitudes, 1nterests and values.

Goa1 Number Two: . * -

To assist each student in deve]op1ng favorab]e attitudes agjﬁ;R
the personal, social and economic significance of work.

Program Objective:

To design and implement an instructional program

- which measures each students.' attitudes about the |
personal, -social- and economic significance of work
and provide learning activities which will result in.

the development of favorable student attitudes as
needgd.

.Learner Objective:

As a result of participation in the instructional
program each student will evidence a favorable attitude
about the personal, social and economic sigiificance of
work as measured by teacher and/or employee obServa-

- tions of task performance and/or responses on a locally .
developed attitudinal instrument. 4

N

Goal gégyer Three: ) .
™
. Tolassist each student in-developing and practicing appropr1ate
career decision-making skills. i .
2 .




Program OBjective:
‘To design and implement an instructional system wh1ch will
(a) develop in each student, and (b). the opportunities -for

/ each .student to practice appropr1ate career decision=
- , making skills. .

Learner Objective:
' JAs a result of participation in the program, each student
will evidence: (a) increased perception of self in-relation
) to work and school, (b) an understanding, appropriate for
. his/her: Tevel of maturation, of the long-range effects of
current decis1ons and self- eva]uat1on % ) an understanding
of the consequences of planning, (d) an understanding
* of the nature and scope of 11fe long career planning.

-~

Goal Number Four:

o To assist in the developmant of the career awareness of each student
~ in grades K-5. . N /
‘ i} \Program'Objectivé:

To design and implement an instrucational system which will

résult in increased career awareness'of each student in
grades K-5.

» Learner Objective:
N As a result of participation in the program each student
~ ) will evidence: (a) knowledge of the general characteristics
of work, (b) knowledge of specific job clusters.

Goal Number Five: . —

- To assist in the development of career orientation and meaningful
- exploratory experiences by each student in grades 6-9.

Prpéram Objective: .

To design and implement an instructional system which will:
(a) incFease each student's knowledge of the characteristics,
functions, duties and rewards of selected occupational
° clusters, (b) pravide meaningful exploratory experiences
. for eagp student in selected occupational clusters.

11 .
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Learner Objective ’
As a result of participation in the program, each student
¢ will evidence: (a) knowledge of the interrelatedness of
’ education, work and leisure and the necessity of various
- educational ‘content, (b) knowledge of the interrelatedness
of 1ife style, leisure and occupations, (c) knowledge of
factors that may:affect job. satisfaction and job success,
(d) knowledge of the skills and/or training required
before job entry and the opportunities and rewards to
be expected after job entry from selected jobs in a

cluster selected by the student. \\

\—\

Goal Number Six: ' -

€ SRS

To assist each student in grades 10-14 in preparing for a job
in a. wide variety of occupational areas, with special emphasis on the
utilization of work-experience and coopgrat1ve education. )

Program Objective:

To des
i Ly prov

.
>,

*gnd implement an instructional system which”
e job training in a wide variety of occupa-
Hfonal areas, with special emphasis on the utilization
of work experience and cooperative education.

Learner Objective:

As a result of participation dn the prografn, each student
will evidénce education and/or training qualifications
for job entry and/or continuing education .in a post-
secpndary program. -

Goal Number Seven

To insure the placement of each exiting student in either:
(a) a job, (b) a post-sefondary occupational program, or (c)
a baccalaureate program. )

Program Objective:

To design and implement a career placement service which
will insure the placement of -each exiting student in either;
(a) a job, (b) a post-sécondary occupational program, or

(c) a baccalaureate program.

'Learner Objective:

As-a result of participation in the program, each

~ counselor and/or occupational specialist will: (a)' "’
develop and maintain a file of current educational and
work placement opportunities, (b) assist each student in
performing those initiation and follow-up activities leading
to successful educational and/or job placement. . .

-. . 5)
N ~

A

)
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Goal Number Eight: : t S

To provide guidance and counselina services as needed to assist each
student in achieving successfully the qoals and objectives of this Career
Education Program. ’

-

Program Objective: = - . . oy

(1) To provide improved-counselina services to eaqb’student,‘

as needed, in- career and self-awareness by assessing the

. preparationsand experience of each counselor employed and

- retraining as required. ’
(2) To provide additional counselina services to each student,
as needed, in career and self-awareness by assessina the
preparation and experience of each.

- ’
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. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
First Program Year

The initial implementation strategy was to begin the program
with pilot populations at each level to test the concepts in these
\ ‘groupings and to expand the project to the remainder of the system
by increasing the number of pilot groupings. In July of 1974,
twenty-five teachers received four weeks training in preparation
for the program. The training was conducted by Dr. Ronald Esposito,
Career Education Coordinator at Rhode Island College with support
from Orrin Laferte, then State froject Director for Career Education,
* and three teachers from the East Providence Career Education Project:
Mrs. Joan Soper, High Schosl Level; Mr. Jack Rezendes, Junior High
H) Level; and Miss Cathy Nagle, Elementary Level. The %raining pro-
gram included: An orientation to the career education concept by
Dr. Esposito and Mr. Laferte; special presentations by Dr. Anthony
.~ Riccio, Department of Counselor Education, Ohio State University;
_____and Gordon Miller.of the College Entrance Examination Board on
decision making and activity development sessions for classroom
use.

Elementary teachers (6) were taught open cladsroom management
techniques and career education methods for integration within the
open classroom. ‘

Middle and high school teachers (19) were taught guidance
techniques, team teaching strategies, individualized contracting
. ., procedures, and developed a.set of career oriented activities

.‘ for contracting purposes. A1l participants rfecievedwsix graduate
credits from Rhode Island College.

Following the workshop, the pilot populations for the various
levels were selected for the progravg The project design called-
for selection of random populations which would be representative
of the normal enrollment characteristics of the school. This was

. the case in the elementary and middle school populations that were
. selected. However; the selection of the high school population was
not random. The timing of the grant, which came after course
sele¢tion at the high school jtated an arbitrary Selection
" for the program. The re;uhf);ggcgsﬁﬁgh school population with a
heavy representation of low achievers and disciplinary problems.

The pilot population was as follows:

Harﬁﬂton Elementary : 2
. Grade Number

2

7
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~ " Wickford Junior

~— Grade Number ©o
& . 58
7 60
N 8 63 o
| Total 181 Ly
’Sen1or High School
. Grade ® Number
' 9 106
10 88
1 50,
12 . 25
N Total 269
GRAND TOTAL 620 . . - \ o

COMPONENT DESCRIPTIONS
Elementary:

Six teachers were trained at the elementary level, two at the
kindergarten level, one primary level (qrades 1-2) and three at the
intermediate level (grades 3-4-5). Much of their early engray was
contrated on developing and implementing individualized reading_and
mathematics systems so that skill development could be better inte- ]
grated with career awareness activities. At the beainning of the year,
interest centers were created for aari-business and natural resources,
phoptgraphy, homemakina, health and jobs in the city. Althouah these were
used throughout the year and others were added, many. of the career
awareness activities were intearated directly into academic experiences.
Field trips were used extensively-at the beginning of the year and
towards the end, with the fuel crisis curtailing this activity for

_ the bulk of the year,.

While Hamilton Elementary was the pilot school, the ease with
which career education activities are integrated into the elementary
curriculum encouraged a number of other schools to beqin activities,

"field trips, speakers, etc. One especially successful-activity was

a career day held at Wickford Elementary School on March 14,,1974, i
Thirty careers were represented throuah speckers and displays. Child,
parent and teacher reaction to the career day was very favorable. ’

During the second half of the year, the project director survey-
ed the elementary schools to datermine their situation in relation
to the proaram implementation gheck 1ist. The implementation_ steps
had been presented to the elemehtary principals at a meeting on
November 1, 1974, and the faculty of each school was introduced to
career education and the -implemeptation steps during the second '
semester. A copy of the program implementation steps, the checklist
used in the survey and the findinas can be found in the appendix. .,

Cr

ERIC o 19
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More than anything else, the survey found that many career educa-
tion activities were going on in all schools and that,/if a structure
to coordinate them could be developed, the elementary level program
would be quite successful. - P

Diffusion of Career Education activities through the elementary
level was great]x%enhanced by the cooperation of the System Media
Supervisor, his staff, and the librarians in each of the schools.

Using this network, the program purchased and disseminated a numbev

of excellent professional reference (idea) books on career education
and set up a central film library with the purchase of the Envyclopedia
Brittanica Film Series, "The Kingdom. Could be You," a thirteen film
series on careers for the secondary level from €ounselor Films Inc.

Junior High Component:

Seven teachers were trained from the Wickford Junior High School

_ staff to pilot the program at that level. This team of teachers,

using both guidance activities and academic instruction, established

an individualized instruction system using the career oriented contract
as their major mode of instruction. By December, this team had com-
pletely individualized their program and were assigning a wide variety -
of actiyities, including heavy student exposure to the community, to
teach academic skills and to enhance career exploration.

The techniques used by .this team were the target of some controversy
during the last half of the year, because of the extent of independent

"learning that took plage. As a result of this controversy, contracting

and unchaperoned trips into the community were curtailed.

While the team functioned excellently, the implementation of
sweeping changes in the system without effective communication with
the community before and during the school year caused much misunder-
standing and eventually negated the teams effectiveness.

. 3-
Senior High School:
The pilot progrém at the high school was made up of three,fz‘

four man interdisciplinary teams. One at the ninth grade level,
one at the tenth and one for both eleventh and twelfth graders.

Teachers on all three teams operated both as group leaders, R

_*(guidance personnel) and as subject matter specialists.

The ninth grade team was made up of math, science, social studies
and English teachers. To move into the contracting system, this tean
designed fifteen packets of activities, one for each cluster. Each
packet contained activities in each of the discipline areas. Students
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after an initial introductory period, during which skill levels were
ascertained, were asked to choose a cluster which they would like to
explore. Once they chose the cluster they were given the packet and in

. each class they chose a number of activities from the 1ist which they
would complete by the deadline date for the contract.

The tenth grade team was made up of math, English, social studies
and industrial arts teachers. Again these teachers operated as group
leaders as well as subjett matter specialists. Teachers on this team

. developed individual activity sheets~related to each cluster. The
. industrial arts teacher reorganized the general shop to provide as
wide a range as possible of "hands-on" exploratory activities.

A1l teams went through many stages in development of their pro-
gram and for the most part were quite successful. However, the team
concept was not popular with the high school student body, and when
teams were offered for student selection for the 1974-75 school year,

| students did not select them in sufficient numbers to make them fea§1b1g:

CAREER ADVISORY COMMITTEE . ,

) The original proposa]'ca]]ed for the appointment of a project
advisory ‘council. Early ‘in the year, the decision was deferred on the
selectijon of this body based on the idea that existing community groups
could be used as a liaison with the community.

This proved to be an incorrect assumption, as evidenced by the con-'
troversy that arose from the community during the second half of the
year.

The controversy arose over whether students in the program were -
achieving in the academic areas while working on their independent
céntracts. This, and other questions raised by parents were discussed
in public meetings and numerous newspaper ar;ig]es.-

As a result of the controversy the need for the advisory committee
became very evident, and consequently, one was appointed by the school
committee at a regularly scheduled meetina held March 25, 1944.

Twenti one members representing all geographic sections of the

~ Town as welT as vepresentatives of Jamestown and Exeter, who send - —
students to .the high school, were selected. Parents, teachgrs, busi«
nessmen and student populations are represented.

Five meetings were held between the appointﬁent of the committee
and the close 'of the program year. The report submitted by this group
to the school committee in June {974 can be found in the appendix.
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Second Program Year:

During the Second Program Year, Project Operation changed radically
from the first year. Because of the problems, both internal and external,
caused by the Pilot Model, the program implementation switched to a
broader base of public and staff #nvolvement in the development process.
The, advisory committee report became the basis for setting up two pro-
fessional task forces; one at the Elementary School, and one at the Middle
School level. Because of a lack of interest at the High School Lével, the
formulation of a High School Task Force was post poned with expected sel-
ection during January 1976. The elementary task force was made up of
two representatives from, each elementary school, including primary and inter-
mediate teachers, a media center person, and a music teacher. The Middle
School task force included representatives of both Middle Schools, and
each academic department‘at that level.

The procedures which were followed with both task forces were identical.
During the summer each fGdk part in a fifteen-hour work session, (three
hours per day for five days), during which the project goals were broken
into specific learning outcomes. These outcomes were then reviewed by the
Advisory Committee, who recoimended that teaching procedures be added before
publication, so that the whole document would be more clearly understood.

As a result of this recommendation, the two task forces were called back
for an additional fifteen hour work session during October 1974.

The Elementary task force was able to select and categorize hundreds
of activities that could meet the objectives. These were narrowed to what
they felt were the most suitable, and a manual was completed which included
the goals and objectives of the program, and suggested teaching activities
for each of the goal areas that related to the elementary level, and a
bibiiography of materials available for each goal in the Morth Kingstown
School System. When reproduced, this document was reviewed by the princi-
pals and faculty of gach school with the task force representiveés making
an explanatory presentatfon and answering questions. Following this
review, each principal made suggestions .for improvement of.the document.
As a result of these suggestions some of the learmning outcomes and activ- e
Jties were altered or eliminated.

b

A11 principals submitted a letter of endorsement of the manual during
.January 1975, as a result of their staff review and subsequent changes.
While the faculties were reviewing the document, the Advisory Committee alse
was involved in the same process. Some members of this committee had re-
servations about two of the activities in the manual because of what they
felt was a slight sex bias. However, they felt that this flaw was not
significant if it were pointed out to the teachers. The adyisory committee
unanimously endorced the document and submitted it to. the superintendent
for school committee approval.

While the review of the elementary document was going on, the-middle
school procedures were completed. The procedures in this document dif-
fered from the elementary manual in that they tended to be general direction$
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for infusion of Career Education Activities into the curriculum of each
department, rather then specific teaching activities, as was the case in
the elementary manual. This difference occurred because task force mem-
bers did not have access to as many specific activities as the elementary
people, and because they felt that the general instructions gave more
room for individual teacher latitude in making up activities to meet the
variety of courses and teaching styles at the Middle School level. This
document was held for review following school committee action on the

0

The elementary azcument was re91ewed by the school committee for

' action on January 13, 1975. Because of community interest, this meeting

was held in the high school’ cafeteria. At the meeting, members of the
public vehemently critized the self awareness portion of the manual and

as a result, the school committee voted to return the document for revision
of this section.

It should be noted that the school committee at this point was made
up of five newly elected members. This meant that only two of the board
that had applied for the grant remained.

During the following weeks community reaction, as seen both in letters
to the editorjand calls to various public officials put the Career Education
program again, as in the first year, in the center of a controversy. This
controversy heightened until February 24, 1975, when the school committee
voted not to-apply for the third year of the Grant. This action effectively
ended all major activity to implement the concept on a system wide basis.

While the elementary manual was developed with heavy community and
faculty input, the concept itself was the butt of much criticism by a vocal
and well educated part of the community. This group was able to effectively
sway a sufficient portion of the public and of the school committee to the
feeling that the project was counter-productive to the doals of the system.
Because of the constant contraversy over the proaram, the environment in

- which the program wa¥ trying to arow became so hostile that 1ittle chance

of success was possible and the terminat of the program was the only
realistic alternative. (For a more Graphzgﬂaésgzg?t1on of community reac-
tion to the program see the newspaper articles the appendix)

The foregoing was a-description of the major eveénts of the project
during the second program year. While these were going on, other project
activities of less significance were moving the concept towards implemen-
tation within the schools. .

These included:

2 T J
On-going technical assistance to elementary and middle school faculty,
by the project director, for development of their own career oriented .

. classroom activities. The sponsoring of inservice training workshops

in materials development, cardboard carpentry and an open house attended
by 20 ¢ommercial publishing houses to display career related teaching

‘ raterials.

A3

1Y b
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Following the materfals open house, each faculty at the elementary
and middle school level submitted purchase requests for materials to
implement career education. While these orders were initially held up
by the school committee actions of January 13, and February~24 1975,
the committee voted to release the orders after purging those dea11ng w1th
self-awareness on March 17, 1975.

Because of the controversy, no program activities focused on the high

school facuity or guidance counselors during this year; with the exceptiom
. of the activities, of the placement component. This component rema1ned

highly successful during the second year. The advisory committee reviewed

the placement component in October and recommended that it be expanded.

As a result, the school committee approved the hiring of a placement

counselor to handle terminal placement activities and a clerk to handle

the clerical functions of the placement coordinator and counselor.

As in the first year, the student learner (COOP) Program was successful
in placing a large number of students in positions both with and without
academic credit. Statistics on this programs activities follow:

' ' ‘

North Kingstown High School
Statics of the Placement Office 1974-1975

Number of student contacts with Placement Office 1553

Number of contacts by Placement Office with potential
. and participating employers 530
Number of companies, etc., contacted - 248"
Number of student positions part-time ‘ . 107
Number of students served more than once . 30
Number of companies recruiting on campus 4
Number of student interviews 43
Humber of students placed in Federal Grant Work Study.Program 28
Number of students in the Early Release and Student Learner

Program ’ 95
Length of time jobs held ) “ 1-9 months
Average time - approximately 5 1/2 months
Number of students terminated from program due to economic

~ recession, left school, moved away, graduation, etc.’ 20

/

.-
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Types of Positions held in Placement Program
Machine Director ) Credit Union Teller
Assistant Manager - gas station -~ =~ Maintehance - Country Club
B Storm Window Installer ’ Boat & Motor Repairman -
Mother's Helper . ) " Carpentry
Automobile Mechanic . .+ Plumbing & Heating
™ Lobster Man Credit Union Loan Assistant

Professional House Cleaning & Caterina Teacher's Assistant for Mentally
(Owner) - : ) Retarded -
Photographer Secretary for Business Office
Horker for the Mentally Retarded Shark Researcher
Chef : Clerk
Turfnam Animal Husbandry
Construction . Diesel Mechanic
Auto Maintenance Specialist Apprentice - Jewelry
Meat Cutter Assistant Office Manager
Short-Order Cook . Motorcycle Mechanic

) Trainee - Super Market Foreign Car Mechanic
Ski Instructor Stock Man

pl Surveying . Nursing Home
Truck Driver Assistant Store Manager
Electronic Control Electrician
o RESULTS AND ACCQMPLISHMENTS

e First Program Year .

From a program component standpoint, varing degrees of success were
achieved. The elementary format used at Hamilton Elementary Schoasl was
Judged acceptable by the advisory committee and recommendations for dif-
fusion to other schools were made. The junior and senior high teams achieved
their goals, but methods of implementation were questioned by the community.
As a result, the advisory committee recommended additional study and for- .
mulation of alternative methods for reachihg’program goals.

The placement compoﬁent with its emphasis on cooperative work experience
was one of the most productive parts of the project. And as a result_was
expanded during the second year. :

From an overall program implementation standpoint, the pilot program
format is a"suitable organization for experimental programs, but not suitable
as a vehicle for diffusion of an 1dea throughout a whole system. The pilot
with its special team of teachers, with special training, and students who
are specially selected, promotes a high degree of unhealthy segregation. This
separation causes problems between teachers and students within and without
the program. We feel that ft is better to systematically develop the program
across the board with wide representation from the school and the community
during the development. This approach we feel will {nclude people rather
than exclude them as the pilot format tended to. )

e 2l
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7
Second Program Year

As' a result of the ongoing controversy, the program did not accomplish
much of significance during this program year. While many elementary and
middle school teachers became favorably int®ested in infusing the proe
gram into their teaching, the notoriety received by .the project made encour-
agement -of this infusion impossible. The major results that can be extra-
polated from the debris of the project are inductive generalizations about
program development and implementation techniques and not about program
products. - . : "L \

Using specifics related to certain program activities, we can induct,
however unempirically, some conclusions about the type of activity and make
recommendations based on the conclusions. (Note: The inductive processes —
will not include every environmental variable that could affect the con-
clusion therefore, cause and effect relationships are less than perfect,
but may be of some use to other program managers.)

“LONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A%

Conclusion Number One:

If the program goal is to diffuse a change throughout a séhoo] or
system, .the pilot program is not an effective implementation strategy.

During the first year pilot teams were operational in three schools.
The teachers in those teams were specially trained during the summer,
paid for the training, and given graduate credit. These teachers ‘tried
new techniques which in themselves put them under first year, teaching
pressures. Other teachers on the faculty in especially the Middle and . -
High School reacted negatively to the changes the teams were making.
They had not. been included in the training, payment, or credits, and
did not have clear knowledge of what was going on in the teams. Many
felt threatened by the changes and rejected the concept out of hand.
As a result, these often ridiculed the team teachers, putting further
pressure on them, .

’

To run a pilot program, a group of students must be selected.
Naturally, a randomized population is the best to test a pilot for fur-
ther diffusion. Selection of this kind of a population is difficult

. because students suspect special programs and will tend not to volunteer
for them in sufficient numbers. Selection then becomes arbitrary and
the population can become skewed in one direction; this did happen in
the first year. The students in the program then questioned why they
were being dealt with differently, wondering if they were in Special
Education. Students outside the program often ridiculed those in the -
program as being dummies. Again as in the case of the teachers, the
program students were in a special fish bowl. )

From 'a community’ standpoint, parents and other adults see the pilot
program as doing things differently and unlike what they remember as
schooling. With the spotlight that is put on a pilot, these differences

become far more apparent than other‘}ﬁss\aQ<:rtiseq changes made by

~ v |
. ‘-. i
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individual teachers. While teachers are still adjusting té their new
roles and are subject to pressure from other teachers and their students,
the community reacts to what they see as experimenting with their childern.
While any first year teacher or any teacher who is trying to update his
teaching techniques will encounter*problems, these will not be constructed
as "experiments" by the public. A pilot program that is advertised as
one that is to spread throuahout a system must be ‘letter perfect (and
that's impossible) if it is to escape the conclusion that it is an
"experiment." i .

Recommendation Number One

) When trying to'diffuse a change throughout.a school or system, imple-
‘mentation steps should be very small and include all parties so that no,
fish bowling occurs. The aggregate effect is greater if everyone per-

forms one small activity then if a few institute sweepina chanaes, and the
backlash risk is far smaller. ;

Conclusion Number Two

Significant chanaes cannot take place unless those who are to imple-
ment the change have an investment im it. Since principals and teachers
are the direct instruments of change in education, these two groups
must feel that the change is possible and worthwhile. To create this
feeling of investment, a wide representation of teachers and principals
must work out the actual steps and technioues of making the change.

While teachers and principals may not be professional writers, and
the programs that they develop may not have the slickness of profession-
ally prepared programs, they will tend to use those things that they have
had apart in developing, that they understand and are not threatened.by.
They will also ensure that what is developed fits what already exists in
the system. o

The task force at the elementary 1evelwuﬁth its representation from
each schaol was able to develop what it felt was a highly useful program,
and the interest that they developed in the proaram was transferred to the
remainder of the faculties in their schools, so that a majority of teachers
not only approved of their work, but were also prepared to begin using the
suadgsted activities as soon as school committee go ahead would be given.

Recommendation Number Two

Professional working committees made up of a wide representation of
principals and teachers should work out each step in the change process
to create a hiah level of program interest and investment. '

Conclusion Number Three ’
Assumpfions of community acceptance of a program must be tested out.

and constant communication with the community must take place if unwarranted
suspicions are not to be aroused.

2
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The history of this project is one of assumptions that the community_
understood and was ready for the concept. This assumption was not adequately
tested and the available channe]s for communication were inadequately used.

The adv1sory comm1ttee was not se]ected until after thé suspicions of
the community had been aroused and while it tried to allay the fears of the
community, a solid qroup of program detractors had entrenched itself by
that time.

While artic]es describing the program did appear, these tended to be
philosophic and did not communicate’simply enough what was actually going
on.
Further, the school committee meetanqs are a natural forum for reg-.
ular communication with the public, however no reports were ever requested
by the board on .the progress of the program until the controversy had
arisen. Reqular month]y oral descriptions of the workings of the Project
cou1d have closed much of the commun1cat1on gap.

The most important communication failupev-heweger,~wasfthe~deeisuny
to hold off on the selection of an advisory committee. A wisely chosen com-
mittee could have kept in touch with program developments, made constant recom-
mendations for adjustments, and communicated with their nefghborhoods 3]
that the program would have offered no surprises.

»

Recommendation Number Three

Programs that are trying to change®schools must communicate their
development and implementation steps on a regular basis to the community
through the school committee, the local media and a repr;ientative advisory
committee. The advisory committee .further should be inv&lved in the pro-
gress of the professional working comm1ttees and review each stép that
those committees recommend ‘

.

‘

Conclusion Number Four \ . -

Funding sources, (both Federal and State) with thedr need for student pro-
duct data .militate against a successfu] planning and deve1opment effort in
their projects. )

It follows from the f1rst three recommendations that an expens1ve and
lengthy development effort must go into any program that is trying to create

substantial change. However, granting aaencies demand that students be in-

volved as subjects of the programs from the beginning, and that regular product °

data be presented on these students to substantiate the use of the funds.
This demand forces programs into, either the undesirable pilot mode, or into
.across the board student involvement before the first steps of the program
have been properly worked out. While guidelines always call for advisory
committees, the committees are ex post facto bodies that must rubber stamp
what a]ready has been developed by program writers.




Recommendation Number Four .

If fundina sources see themselves as catalysts of chanae, their
quidelines must allow time, commensurate with the magnitude of the change,
. for systematic program development before students are to be involved
and measured for results.

o
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APPENDIX A
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CHECK LIST
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PROGRAM IMPLEMLNTATION
CHLCK LIST

School . Date

Number of Teachers _

— - .

umber of Students
. 1. Skill List Devel n
X 5% “Eve_opment i In Possession Uscd
In .o >+ No. of of
Development  Completed . Skills Teachers' Teachcrs
. R . \\ .

"Reading . ‘\\ _ —
Language Arts — 3.

Math

Science »
-Social Studies

) A

2. Skill List-Criteria Referenced Tests

l In Possession

N In Percent . . of. Used by

Development  Completed - Completed Teachers ~Teachers

Reading- ' s

Language Arts / .
Math N 7

Science (‘

Social Studies
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3, Materials Keyed to Skill List

&

~ In

None ' .Development  0-25%  25-50%  50-7§% 75-100%
Reading
"Lénguage Arts
Math
Science L
Social Studies
4 g

4. Individual Progress Recording Svstem bascd on Skill List

Peadin
'Language Arts
Math

Science v

s/

Social Studies

\

None

-

In
Development Completed

Tedchers

In Possession Used by

Teachers

~7
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" 5. Individual Assignment'System based on Record Keeping System
\‘*._ Ll
In Possession
In ‘ of Used . by
None Development Completed Teachers Teachers
4 f
Reading |
Language Arts ' ( \ N A
T Math T o
Science 1. -
Social Studies’
' S~
6. Existence of Interest Areas )
Acidemic
Number Set up
Number Being Developed
Number of Teachers Involved . §
Number of Students Utilizing
‘ s * l -
Caréder Oriented i ’
. Number Set up - -
Number Being Developed . ’
Number of Teachers Involved
Number of Students Utilizing
-
- o0
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7. _Physical Control System which foster periodic choice for the student.

1. How many students can select their physical location?

e ——

2. How often can they select? .. v

3. How maﬁy options do they have?

. .
. .
. - .
. )
- - .
.

.

€ hed i .
L

8. Misc. Career Oriented Activities [(Year to- Date).

I3

Carried Number of Number.éf

. Planned Qut Teachers Students
-~ * ‘ ( L
Field Trips . B ! , ‘
Speakers : ,) ) .
Simulations ‘
‘Games ‘ . .
Others p

. “ T~

COMMENTS:: ' Pt '
|
J
|
|
4
|
|
|
|
|
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Appendix B ,

L

A
REPORT
OF THE

CAREER EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TO THE
HORTH KIyGSTONN SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Submitted to
Burton F. Froberg

Superintendent of Schools

" June 3, 1974

%
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS J

Steppén Pierce-Chairman A\
James Baker-Vice Chairman
Nancy Annstréng-Secretary
" Jean Foster . \\
Paula Morrisey
Martha Parks
Richard Sundberg
Violet Clark
| Andrew DeTora
David Camp
Patri¢ia Smith
Robert McCann
> William Dean
. John Jennings
e Edwardhwi1cox |
Charles Schmidt | ?
S
Fred Seymour
- James Lynch

Elaine Johnston

William Mudge
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FINDINGS

1. Communication about the program at a;3>1eve1s has been faulty and
many misconceptions have occurred.

2. Vhile there are broad program level goals, there are no specific
learning objectives that form a sequential development pattern
in career awareness and self awareness areas. -

3. Program planning and implementation were faulty at various levels
especially at_the high school where the pilot population was
skewed towards the lower end of the achievement contimuum and was
not representative of the high school population. As such it
was not a fair test of the program's value. .

4. Elementary classroom pupil/teacher ratios are high in some places
30-1, making implementation of the jndividualized continuous pro-
gress system difficult.-

5. The elementary program is not systematized so that a smooth
transition to the next level can be made.

6. It is, sometimes, difficult for teachers to get materials for
implementation of their ideas.

7. Communication between employers and the school system about
students working in the student learner program is not as
regular as it should be. -

8. Teacher workshops are necessary for diffusion throughout the
faculty of the concepts and methods of the program.

9. No real identity or means of delivery exists for career education
in the high school with the absence df teams there next year.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations are divided into a major recommendation which was
approved by the committee during its May 6, 1974 meeting, and a series
of more specific recommendations which were adopted during its May 23,
1974 meeting.

pR—

MAJOR RECOMMENDATION:

A career education program should continue in Horth Kingstown with
modifications to be recommended by the advisory committee during the
course of the program. The advisory committee asks that the school
committee communicate its reasons for making decisions based on these
recommendations to the advisory group so that a healthy tine of comm-
unication can be maintained. : >

o4
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SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

1.

10.

11.

More specific learning obJect1ves must he formulated at each

level so that a systematic sequentia] development of academic,
career awareness, self awareness, afid exploration skills can

take place.

A better public relations program for all program components

and all population groups in the community must be created

and maintained S0 that everyone will have a clear understand1ng

of the programs* objectives and procedures. » ) '

Career education programs will be expanded when the fo]]ow1ng <;
steps have been taken:

. (a) the exact nature and scope of career education objectives-

and optional methods of reaching them is planned on the basis
of information and ideas provided by teachers, citizens, students,
administrators, and precedents set by other career education
programs.

(b) this plan is coordinated with any curriculum which méy
be in effect or imminent.

(c) the description of the program is promulgated in detail
and made available to the public.

The attached program amendment for use of FY 1974 carry-over
funds be approved. (see amendment)

A 20 to 1 ratio of classroom teachers (excluding speciai1sts)
¥y students be maintained at the e]ementary level.

Better teacher"principa]-program director communications take

_ place at the e1ementary level in the form of_ regular meetings.

A‘standar1zat1on of the elementary program occur which makes

poss1b1e a smooth trans1t1on to a similar program at the junior

high level. \ .
L -

More cooperation -and personal contact among the guidance

department, placement coordinator, and employers occur in

relation to the work/study program-so that student on-the-job

adjustment problems can better be dealt with. .

Funds be allocated each year*for teacher workshops.

Special emphasis be put of pub]ic relations for the program
within the high school.

Team teaching should be re-introduced at the high school,
whenever possible, on a gradual basis next year, interrelated
with the career education program. ‘
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PROCEDURES

Four general meetings of the career education advisory committee
were held.  (April 3, April 25, May 6, and May 23, 1974.)

The first meeting was basicall® a discussion of the goals and
methods of career education. As initial meetings often are, it
tended to be a time of clarifying issues and determining one
anothers® positions on the concept. Copies of the school department
philosophy, both proposals and all three _quarterly reports were
distributed to the group.

The second meeting addressed two questions:
1. Are program objectives as eurrently stated in the propbsal
, suitable? _ -

”

2. In line with the philosophy of ‘the school department, what
relationship exists between the various academic goals of
the system and the goals of this program?

Group responses to these questions can be summarized as follows:

1. The goals of the program should be in more measurable terms
but with room for individual flexibility.

2.. The goals of the school system and of the program are very
similar.

3. The goals of the program mesh with the school system, but
there should be more communication among all populations in
the community to get a more common realization of what those
goals are.

4. The phi]osophy of the program is good, but we have to find .
out if what we're doing will lead us towards the goals. Goals
should be broken down 1nto specifics.

Following this discuss1on per1od the committee was asked to elect
permanent officers. Stephen Pierce and James Baker were selected
as chairman and vice chairman respectively. Mrs. Jayne Parker,
secretary to the program director, was recommended for secretary,
but this position was later assumed by-Nancy Armstrong.

Sub-committees were next selected to begin investigation of the
program and to make recommendations for. this report.

Sub-committee appointments were as follows:
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(ELEMENTARY) : .

Jean Foster
Paula Morrissey
Stephen Pierce

Martha Parks
Nancy Armstrong

James Baker -
Richard Sundburg

(JUNIOR HIGH)

Violet Clark
Andrew Detora
David Camp
Patricia Smith ' ‘
Robert McCann
William Dean

(SENIOR HIGH)

John Jennings
Edward Wilcox
Charles Schmidt
Fred Seymour
James Lynch
Elaine Johnston
Willtam Mudge

The sub-committees were asked to ﬁeet with Mr. Laferte and then to
move into the schools to speak with principa1s, teachers and students.

The third meeting included preliminary reports from each sub- comm1ttee
and a general recommendation that the program should continue in

North Kingstown with modifications to be recommended by the advisory
council. Members were instructed to continue their exploration of

the program and to formulate more specific recommendations for this ‘
report, -

The fourth meeting was a lengthy session fiade up of the sub-committee
meetings for the first portion and a general Teeting where specific
findings were discussed and recommendations made and voted on.

Copies of committee memos, including minutes of.the four meetings

are available at the career education offi

*

-

/
(]

2

-
.
~




y o L -

* CAREER EDUCATION-MORTH KINGSTOWN *

APPLICATION
. FOR :
AMENDMENT OF SECOND YEAR PROGRAM
TO INCLUDE -

FIRST YEAR CARRY-OVER FURD
JULY 1, 1974 TO JUNE 30, 1975 .

EXEMPLARY PROJECT IN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
. CONDUCTED UNDER
’ /s
PART D OF PUBLIC LAWY 90-576

PROJECT NUMBER V-361102
GRANT NUMBER OEG-0-73-5304
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PART I .- s

A PROBLEM ADDRESSED:

It had become ev1dent over the first program year that a sequential
- curricula approach must ‘be deve]oped for the areas of career awareness/
exploration and decision maK1n g, to eliminate duplication and to abet
the diffusion and 1mp1ementat1on of the program throughout the schools of
the distriet. Vhat is needed is a set of spec1f1c obJect1ve§’1n each area
ass1gned to the various educational levels in the system, (pre-primary,
-~ primary, intermediate, jurior high, and senior high school.) Just.as we
v are attempting to systematize out academic curriculum to encourdge in- .
dividualization and to institute-a continuous progress system, so must /
we do this with the career and self oriented curriculum areas.

< PROCESS OBJECTIVES:

1. A task force of elementary teachers will develop a sequential ¢

list of objectives for pre-primary, primary, and intermediate levels in° .
career awareness, self awareness, independence, and decision making in
.conjunction with the elementary sub-committee of the career advisory
comm1ttee . e

) 2. A task force of junior high school teachers and counse]ors W111
develop a sequential 1ist of objectives for the junior high Tlevel in
career exploration, self expioration, and decision making in conjunction
with the secondary sub-comm1ttee of the career advisory committee.

3. A task force of senior high school teachers will develop a
sequential 1ist of objectives. for the high school level in career ex-
ploration, self exploration, decision making, career readiness skills, and
career preparat1on, decision making, career readiness skills, and career
preparation in conjunction with the high school. sub-committee of the
career advisory council.

PROCEDURES

" At each level intérested teachers will be asked to volunteer for work on .
, the task forces. At the elementary level, we will be asked for two volunteers

from each school, one at the pre-primary/primary level, one at the intermediata
level, one counselor, one art teacher, one music teacher, and one pnysical
education teacher. At the junior high school level, we will ask for a rep-
resentative each from the specialty areas of art, home economics, physical
education, music, industrial arts, and counseling. At the high school
level, we will ask for two representatives each from English, social
stud1es, science and math departments and one each from the art, music,
physical education, .industrial arts, business, home economics, fore1gn
language, and gquance departments. Each level-will also have a represen-
tative(s) of the career education advisory council working with them. The
work sessions will fall on three consecutive weeks during July. Each

. session will. be for three hours per day, five days per week, a total of

- fifteen hours, Teachers will be paid at a rate of $6.00 per hour.

The working committees w1f1 be proQ1ded with objective lists from as many
sources as possib]e from which,to select or develop their own. At the minimum
each committee will have comp]eted its 1ist of objectives by the end of the

: jon. .
E lC sess - . . .
i . ©8Y T
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If possible each will then make recommendations for alternative means of
attaining the objectives at each level. .

©

—

EVALUATION:

-

The third party evaluator, (Cedar Associates)will check each objective
list to determine completeness and applicability to the project objectives
and make recommendations.accordingly.

PART 11

: AU

\

PROBLEM ADDRESSED

— — [

The hands-on experience is one of the most 1mportant aspects of the
career exploratory program. The industrial arts program at the high school
has provided hands-on experiences throughout its history. However, the programs
as they have been set up provide a narrow range of career experiences and very
nearly represent preparatory programs rather than exploratory programs.

To diversify the experiences in the shops in order to provide more options
for exploration the industrial arts department has designed a program for ninth
and tenth graders which is called the career cluster.

T

PROCESS OBJECTIVE:
1. The 1ndustr1a1 arts department will implement a program in seven

3 ardas which e d}poses 9th and 10th grade students to hands-on
exper1ences in as many occup tions 'in those areas as possible.-

PROCEDURES:

Ninth grade students who select the program will take part in seven,
five week units in drafting, machine shop, metals, wood working/construction,
resource development, recreational mechanica and e1ectr1c1ty Experiences

: dile 1ntroduc1ng skills basic to each area will emphasize the
alternative careers related to each area and provide -students with realistic
experiences (work samp11ng) through which they can evaluate their own skills,
interests, and aptitudes, in re1at1on to each occupation.

Tenth grade students will select four of the seven areas more in
depth exploration, one each quarter.

This two year exploratory program will form the basis for prepar-
atory activities in eleventh and twelfth grades elther in advanced courses
or in the community in cooperative education, on the job tra1n1ng positions.

EVALUATION: . .

" The third party evaluator will monitor program implementation to’insure
that students are exploring occupations and not just learning skills. Students
and teachers will be interviewed about the activities in the program with
emphasis on numbers and types of careers which can be or have been explored

in each of the components.
, . |

40
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Evaluators will make recommendations on the relationship of the effect of
this_program to the realization of project goals. . -

. PART III
Materials, both commercial and teacher, made for career education, have
proliferated during the past two years. The number of alternatives open to
teachers now is staggering, and evaluation of each option has become an
impossibility. Ue have found that the presence of good, easily used,
materials.is one of the most effective means of diffusion and adoption of
career education practices by teachers. ‘ )

In order to ameliorate the problem of determining what materials to

purchase for each objective at each arade lével, we propose to collect and
classify as many materials as possible by reading level and objective,
and to include review sources where available. .

PROCESS OBJECTIVE:

Three school librarians will be hired to work for two weeks, fifteen .
hours per week. Each librarian will review available materials in the
school system and classify them by location, reading level, grade level
and career education objective. %5,

Review sources will be cited. Commercial materials not in the system
will be classified from.publishers' catgloaues and review sources. An,
extensive 1ist of materials, resources and activities will be feasibly~
generated from the available materials.

EVALUATION:

The third party evaluator will review the biblioaraphy, and make
recormendations on completeness and applicability to qﬁta@nment of project

goals. <\ q <,
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Y. By AR.\OLD B. AJELLO

The North Kingstown schcol
system has won a direct fed-
eral grant of $111,253 for a ca-
reer education program.

The first installment of the
potential three-year grant was
announced yesterday by Sen.
Claiborne Pell.

. Unlike most grants from
- Washington, the North Kings-
program was epproved
directly by the federa] gov-
ernment and wili be funded
without imposition of the state

¢ bureaucracy.

Nelson F. Ashbne, assistant
commissioner for academic
services for the state Depart-
ment of Education, explained

. yesterday that the state re-
" viewed eight or 10 applica-

tons for the grant and sent its
findings to Washington for

The final choice was up to
the federal government, he
added.

". For a scheol system faced
with difficult times ahead, the
news should be particularly
welcome.

About a third of the town's
7,200 students could leave the
system with the closing of the

~ . } Quonset Point Naval Air Sta-
tion.

The enrollment is expected

¢ to drop less than that amount,

but for several months, the
- pending Naval cutback and

the school’s austenity budget
- have prompted- mostly dour
stories and pessimism.-

Mr. Ashline speculated that
the North Kingstown applica-
tion was chosen because town
school, officials presented “a
welldefined program. They
¥now where they're going and
how tn get there.”

This is the state's second
go-round for a career aware-
ness program,  with federal
‘.funds, involving an entire ¢
school system, according to
Mr, Ashline, East Providence
won a similar grant for the
past academic year.

The assistant commissioner
‘ sald the state avoided recom-

mending one-of the applicants

ey -

- and instead rated each ac-

cording to varied and nu- .

merous cnlena suggested by
Washington.

George T. Sprague, d::cc‘cr
of curriculum, said three
schools will participate the
first year in a pilot project.

CERIC -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: '

i the project passes inten- _
sive and firstshand review by
federal authprities, the re-
maining two years would be
fundeq and wouid inciude all
schools 1n the system, accord-
ing to Mr. Sprague. '

Coordinator for federa] pro-
grams in North Kingstown 1s
Deputy Supt. Burton Froberg,
who is an applicant for the
school system's top spot, with
the reurement of Supt. John
W. Rose.

Although the grant is ag
sociated with the Vocational
Education Act.
stressed yesterday that ca-
reer awareness, and not voca-
ton tramnng, is intended.

The town's applicauon to
the state Department of Edu-

Mr. Sprague.

- cation are scheduled to visit
North Kingstown during the
thrce-year program to advise,
evaluate and observe. *

One of them, according to
Mr. Sprague, :s Gordon Mil-
ler, who 1s closely associated
with career awareness with
the Educational Testing Serv-
ice in Princeton, N.J.

Mr. Sprague said the career
program wiil include *inder-
garten through grade 12 and
two years beyond graduation.

The two-year follow-up will
attempt o deal wath <tudents
dissatisfied with either their
Jjob or theirr choice of ad-
vanced studies.

+ An occupatiwnal counselor
will be available evenings for

cation suggested ‘‘closing the
gap between the working
world and: the world of educa-
tion with decision-making
skills necessary to make the
choice of a life career,”” he
explained.

c e e ¥ eswnemst -

the graduates and will *'place

.,‘,,q,%

Lareers Program Secures Grant

heavy emphasxs on place-
ment.” Mr. Sprague said,

Up to grade six, the pro-
gram deals with career
awareness, as is being dona
at the Forest Park School.

Grades seven through nine
will concentrate on specific
career clusters, and high
school students will receive
specific traming for a career
of their interest, according to
Mr Sprague

Next week bDegins a traiming
prosram for 27 administrators
anr | teachers at the Hamlton
anrl the ;unuor ond senior high
' wols. under the direstion of
Dr Ronald Espesito.

r. "Esposito 15 at Rhode
Island College and is involved
in social and educational re-
search for the state.

Qe e S%QJBJM

With a $3,000 state grant,
about 100 siudents at the
Farest Park Schoo] are cur- -
-rently enrolled in a career
awareness program opening
them to the world of pho-

tography, wood working,
earth science and several
-gther fieids,

Politicians, t:!e'-hone repgir
crews and representatives of
a garbage dispcsal company
visited the school to explamn

~  theiwr joint contribution w the

career cluster of pubhc serv-
ice.

Mr. Sprague said more than
100 local firms pledged to par-
ticipate in the expanded ca-
reer project slated next aca-
demic year at the Hamilton -
School, Wickiord Junior High
School and North Kingstown
High .

The town now is advertising
for a prowect director. The
director wll be assisted by an
advisory group comprised of
parents and representatses
of the participating compa-
nies. )

Natenal consultants on edu-

49
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- Career education director named -

The new career &ducation
program to begin this falt in
North Kingstown's schools Bas
recerved a-large boost toward

success with the appotntment of

its director
Orrin Laferte. present direc;
tor of career education for the
entire state. will begin tutl-ume
leaderskip of the local progras
beginning August 13 on a
semi-loan basis He wil: be paud
from the federal grant tor the
- program recently recleved by

;-
?

’

Q

- ERIC -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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a highly-regarded educator as> -

~

the town Mr Laferte. hopeful-
v will reniain here for three
vears provided the grant s
renewed for each of the next two
vears |
M: Lafertes epuire back-
round 1s 1n carcdr education
with the bulk of his experience
soming from neafiing federal
manpower defense tra:;ping
progra:ins,  Thotr are N-g
programs which Crecycle
federal detense workers dis
placed from one job into new
careers He is also a trained

- e A 1t Rar

»

MO TE Y

~

-

counselor. as well as a teacher
with extensive experience with
dropouts and displaced adults
The program director has
been working with Dr Roland
Esposite of Rhode Isiand
College i intensive traming of
three teams of North Kingstown*
teacherswho will be imvonvedin
the career education procram’s
pilot project year beginning .
Septensher .
In awhtion to Mr Laferte.
twoe ottt er school departnient
personser will be aswigaed to the

t

career program as it begins its
umique” ife on the local. and
state. education scene

Positions for an evening
counselor and an occupational
placement coordinator will be
‘filled by mid-August to assist
Mr Laferte

The evemng counselor will
meet with North Kingstown
youngsters wha have lett <chool
for various reasons but would
stil ke some help wih
establishing a career Adults
may also take adsvantasze of this
service The counscior will try
to point any persons toward the
traming. 1 or out of school,
needed for the career they
choose

The placement coordinator
will place youngsters on jobs
after school or during summers
arrange field trips to job jocales
for observation and sct up
shadow jobs where students will
fol'ow a career percon through
their aasly paces to study that
particular occupation This
latter s espeaial)y designed for
Junior hizh are <tudents who,
legally are under working age

The kev to the enlire
provram  as described by
George T -Sprague  school
department curricu'uns direc.
tor 1< a constant burlding in the
students of decision making
skilis—recognizing  what they

ey,
PTG

-

can and can’t do careerwise and
then making decisions from
there.

**A career decision should be
based on factual information
‘the student has developed
himself or herself."" he said.

This also changes the concept
of the teacher from an
information dispenser.fo a
person directing studfnts to
learning  situations,  Mr.
Sprague added

Basically. the program wnli
be working on a team teaching
concept. he noted. with a team
responsible for the student’s
total education. The student
may have to go outside the team
for some courses but these
would be arranged in conjunc-
tion with the team. Mr. Sprague
explained

The students and teachers
will enter into **contracts™ for
each subject area in their
yearly schedule These wll
detail how each subject relates
to various career fields and
what the student 1s expected to
achieve. how they will achieve
those things. and how the
achievement will be evaluated.

Once Mr Laferte appears on
the scene full time. school
officials expect the program to
really begin moving  Though
they fully expect rough spots.
they are very hopetul the Jocal
program will be a great success
and guide for career education
nationwide
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A basic tol)l

A basic learning tool in North
Kingstown's new career educa-
tion programt. will be simple
three-by-five inch cards. each
carrying a different activity
designed to develop a student’s
basic knowledge and specific
information about careers

Each grade level has dif-
ferent activity cards which
increase 1n complexity and
demand greater effort as the
student passes upward through
school.

The cards are numbered and
each lists a sub)ect area and a
career cluster For example, a
card might have as an area

,mathematics and a cluster of

public service This would mean
the math involved will be that
used by a person in a public
service type career

These are followed by instruc-

. tions as to what the student s to

% 19,1973
The

H

A FuiText provided by Eric ]

do as an activity There is also
space for a student to init:al the
card upon completion of- the
activity. - >

Here are several examples

—Area 1S math and cluster 1s
transportaticn Activity 13 con-
struct a scale model of a
railroad car and write 2 short
description

The math involved would be
mainly measurement and
learning how to scale sizes from
full to partial in order to make a
model. As an additional learn-
ing ingredient. the student must
also express himself or herself
in writing

—Area 15 English and cluster
is public service Activityss find
out and make a chart or map
showing the steps or places a
letter goes through. eitherin the
post office vor from North
Kingstown to}Los Angeles

The Enghigh acain comes m
through writing the results of
the research A bonus 15 the
research — the stud:nt must go
to tne appropricte sources.
either n books or to the post
office, to find the needed
information Also *hroan 1a 1s
SOine gevgraphy as (ne student
traces the path of tne retter

This could lead a student to an
interest 1n a postal service
career. -

—Area 15 social studies and
cluster is marine _sciences..

Actrvity 1S to write a report on |

the importance of commercial
fishing i the 1700's and 1800’s.

Again research and English
expression come {n as well as
history and geography Eco-
nomics will also be included
along with a httle math as the
student delves into the facts and
figures of fishing

A career as a commercial
fisherman is the tendency here
perhaps but it could also be a
prelude to further’ marine
science study. a natural with
URI nearby

—Area 1S science and cluster
isfinearts Activityis develop a
roll of esther.color or black and
white photographic film

This mines math. chemustry
and physical science as the
student most hkely will have o
prepare the develop:ng sofu-
tions Involved will be measure-
ments of Yompounds. amounts,
and tempegatures The tine arts
aspect comes in mostly 1n the
shooting of the pictures and
what is‘done with the final
prints

Obvizusly a career 1n photo-
graphy could come out of this
activity but could take many
forms There 1s photography
per’se or possibly photographic
research, chemustry. or art
layout work

As these few examples
iustrate. the career education
concept helps present a com-
plete. well-rounded learming
process while allowing each
student to find a career.
possibility and thus a salable
skil in the world of work.
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career ed. dlrector

Hell help them know ‘why’

This ~m ¢y does not gne
students  responsibility (md
allow ther to gnake 4. cisions
This vic v expressed * Orpn
Laferte, director «'  North
Kmgstown s priot cares r educa.

“ton program  will begin

charging when m.n prolect sets
underway ;:s fal,  ihe Nro.
Tibg an orga, 24-
troral chau.ee to the schoo) and,
Mr Laterte ¥opes | ~hift the
emphasis o' ¢ roetion of both

element,r wid  \econdary
educatinr 1
* Stude s «re alwave asking

Why do 1% vt e tnis # And
mo~! teact o after reciting a
few o ‘b aepat platitnons
can teol « ap st amthing bug

‘Because 1 <aid < Mr
Laferte <
e fedh that by gning
studeits more chor e in what
they are o ng the. vaif have
the teals 'y sver their own
often asked™ an. ‘

Under the :ea  program
studepts  trag &t dergarten
nght .pr ocrade ') vliwark ag
their avn « l ol Corpera e
towards Pt ocands, godl or
carecr Cotheoa e achaols
wWill < ontmue n o ra n busie
< ademic samLe b have
raditionalds een, part  of
edu. wtr e ar ot furcion of.
the pyvs em A e 0 provide |
nfurm, Aot abeul Careers .md
€Xpost stuterts ce what ls
as b :

AU TR O ‘Dlre((or
Fdwanon  Mr
Faferte van o b v
ment.t  progiaon o Fast
Proviieace last year e s
resenty 6 oan 1o the town Lo
Wdmm ster L. “hréngear.
federally tunaed project
North amg~'can

Fhe pruvec stself was devised
by the stv.aroid educator
who has aba verved as a
‘raming consst 00 gadance
e pator bas., education
<ounseior ara boosic vaue, tion
teacher  fur the' Llenpower
Development  and  Traming
Program

W part of tre §rograr on the
clementary feves the stucept
*a.ng tea- aer ¢l ~stcoige for-
mat il be repacct 9n a
ceontairgd i er s du ation

CTOLTC A ’ Varie e of

-~

i

= ///‘7;, S

x tandard Tune< photo)

CAREFR FDL‘CK’TIO\ Director Orrip Laferte ponders an
miernqwer s question about his teaching philosophy. Mr.
lderle who 15 on loan {rom thg state to North Kingstown. will
orgamze and coordmate the pllot project in the local system,

mierest centers., Mr Laferte
explained Some exawrples of
centers pianned. for exdmp:e
al Harulton - Elementary
School  arc*a consumer and
homemaking center. a con
struction and environment cen-
ter - and a makeup and
ha rdres<ing center

\ir, 1.aferte said these centers
will  provide experience such
a9y eng tools, develomng
prcures, growing plants and

other act.vmes which, have a
higl motn ational value for the
ciemtary child in addition to
increasing his avareness of the
world around nim *

Students will be able to ux
their math or reading skills to
learn about occupations which
Interest them said Mr Laferte

A varrets of field trips will be

Arranged to expose elementar)

+Please turn to back pages
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He'll help them know ‘why’

students
occupations and fl

“On the secongary level.
{junior high’ and high school!
we're scraping the notion of a
home-rouin teacher who does
hittle but tuke attendance. make
announcements and collect
milk money.”” Mr Laferte said
“Teachers will be attending
workshops and be trained as
group leaders who provide
guidance in developing work
habwts and attitudes, and
provide  information about
Jobs

Students will exolore ans-

f\_‘

where from eight to 15 areas of
training Once a tentalive job
decision 1s made, each student
will enter a contract with the
teacher describing what 1s
expected of him. how each of his
courses relates to his career
decision, and, how his achieve-
ment wiil be evaluated

The importance of having
students'work at their own skill
level 1s that thev can achieve
built-in success with a certain
degree of challenge, said Mr
Laferte,

A co-op system will gradually
be implemented where juntor
and senior students can spend

-

L4

about half their school hours
working 1n their chosen field in |
the community. Employers’
reports will-also be ysed i1n each
student’s evaluation.

The school system plans to
hire a placement coordinator to
buld a list of community
resources which can provide
students with on-site explora-
tion. research, and experience,
Mr Laferte noted.

There is no hmit to possible
areas of study, he added.

“Anything you can explore
and we can get information
about will be available, If we
can’t find it in the school, we'll
have to get 1t somewhere else,”
he said. .

Mr. Laferte cnea the example
of a girl in his program in East
Providence who wished to learn
about funeral direction and
embalming Consequently. his
science studies were geared
towards that profession She
also learned to design and plan
a funeral parlor and was
allowed to witness a state-
supervised autopsy to deter-
mine 1If she could handle that

. type of work

In her case. said Mr Laferte,
it turned out she was guite
capable for that career But In
some cases, students are often
unrealistic about their talents
and capabilities, he said This 1s
where guidance and exposure to
4 profession can provide a basis
fer sound career decisions, he
noted .
However, being unrealistic
about careers is not restricted
to students, Mr. Laferte added
A possible problem for the
career development program 1s
parents who have preconceived
unrealistic  goajs Jor therr
children For this %nd other
reasons. he hopes to conddct
numerous informational con-
ferences with_parents, both in
groups and individuaily

“The parents as well as the
students need to know what's
available and where the child’s
skills he,”” Mr Laferte said

He also hopes the program
can help break down sexuat-role

* stereoty pes by exposing boys to

some home eccnomics areas,
and girls to the mdustrial arts.

*The long range goal of the
program,” Mr Laferte con-
cluded. “is to give students
adaptabmtv for whatever sys-
tem they'rein
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Fuel shortage may curb
career education trips

North Kings'uwn's new ca-
reer education program.
which got underway last Sep-
tember, may meet its first real
stumbhing block in the form of a
seemingly unattackable an-
tagonist — the energy crisis

Career Education Director
Orrin Laferte said this week
that the state Department ot
Education may ask that all field
trips which were to involve
students in the entire school
system. may be stopped,in the
hopes of conservinz gasoline

We've already been toid to
cut back the awareness tield
trips at the elementary level
and we've curtailed some at the
juntor mgh level,” Mr. Laferte
said.

A meeting yesterday between

the Commissioner of Education.
Dr. Fred G Burke and school
officials throughout the state.
was supposed to deal with the
matter but details were not
available by press time.
- The field trips set up and
directed by recentiv hired
placement co-ordirator Wilham
Dinuck. were siructured to
expose students to people in
thewr actual work situations.
Anmong tnips already taken or
planned were to Bostitch. local
hospitals. airports computer
operations and animal hos:
pitals.

*This could reaily hurt us.”
Mr Lafertesaid The field trip
program was des:aned (o anve
students more fir~t-hand ex-
perience but now we'll have to
present more in-ciass Job-hike
situations to compensate -

trips on the k.ds. They've been
really excited about seeing
something they hadn't seen
before " he added

Mr. Laferte also speculated
that the halting of field trips
would probably not affect the
career education program all
that much this vear because 1t
»as a vear of internal organi-
zation for both students and
staff

" Next year. however. if the
energy shortage continues, tie

. fy

lack of field trips could have a
serious effect on the program
because at that point the
students would be ready to
utilize the community but would
be deprived of access to its job
and career resources.

To compensate for the lack of
field trip transportation, Mr.
Laferte said the career edu-
cation program might be re-
vised somewhat to allow more
students to take part in the

(Please turn to back nage)
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_Fuel shdrtage
may curb trips

{Continued from page 1)

.;'

“student.learner’ phase of the
project. .
In the case of student learn-
ers, each student enters a Job

contract with a particular
employer - and trains in a
particular field ahile at-the
same time being paid.

) Under that part of the
v program, students are respon-
sible for thewr own trans-
- portation This way. siudents
would be exposed to those .
real-life job situations on’ a
slightly excellerated level. hav-
ing been prepared throuch the
in-class, job-like situations
Mr. Dimick. however. dogsn't
want the lack of transportation
to slow the program aown

“we'll keep this thing 2‘0|r.1g
Just get me a bicycle butit for
El{llc . . six,” he said.

i e R .. . . .

[t's particularly hata because
we-ve seen the efiects of the.
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- On-tha-job

E

“

P WENE W LU ucvclup[!]ent

By MARCEL DUFRESNE

WANTED: Employers offer-
ing paying or volunteer posi-
tions to high school students
with the intention that “'the hid
will learn something.” Contact
William Dimick. North Kings.

- town High School Placement
Coordinator, 294-4581.

The above appeal 1s part of
the student learner program at
the school which takes pupils
from the classroom and places

throughout the community—
jobs where they work to learn
and learn to work.

This is how the project
operates for the 45 students
currently in the program

In the case of paying posi-
tions, the student enters a
legally-binding contract with
the empiover which intemizes
therr respective dutres.

The emplover must provide
Yaorkmen « Compensation -
sarance ,or on-the-job injuties,

learning

them in a variety of jobs

On-the-job learning

{Continued from page 1)

the program have improved
greatly, they said

Students are already working
In the community tn such areas
s construction, plumbing, car-
pentry, library work and shell-
fish processing Among the
industries providing jobs for the
student learners are Bostitch in
East Greenwich, Dynco, where
students learn welding: machin-
ing and how to operate a drill
press, and several retail and
business offices

“Commumity cooperation is
the whole key to this program.”’
said Mr Dimick. ““and so far.
there's no doubt we ve had 1t "'

The legal agreement 1s de-
signed to cover ail parues
involved, he said, like protect-
ing employers from shabby.
ineffitient work, and emplovees
from unlawful child labor
practices,

Mr. Dimick meets periodical-
ly with employers to check on
the student’s progress and any
problems 1n academic gkills
which might be remedied 1n the
classroom The students must
still attend classes and perform
their school work 1n addition to

RC - ©

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

working part-time. Many pupils
arg released about noon every
day-to attend their work-learn-
ing experience. ’

So far, everyone seems happy
with the program

“Employers dre behind us 100
per cent,”” Mr. Dimick sad,
obviously pleased with the
results himseif. Along with
better grades and attendance
for voungsters in the student
learner program. the official
school figures show that this
year’s drop-cut rate is Jower
than 1n recent yvears. something
Mr. Dimick attributes in great
part to the program

He added that he's also
working with several dropouts.
trying to encourage them to
return to school part-time while
taking part in the student
learner 1dea

"“The whole idea 1s to keep the
student in school or get him

back in if necessary and then’

siow him how hus studies relate
to a job,” he said

“And then we have them lonk
intoas many areas or opportun-
ities as possibie e ve got to let
them narrow it Hown 1n high
school. not when they're 33.”
Mr. Dimick added

Local employers have the
capacity to provide thowe eppor-
tumties for students to exranre a
variety of areus Arn: wirjoser
who mav have a part-fuve rayd
or volunteer job-pussibiiity can
contact Mr Dimjck at the high
scheol during regular scnool
hanre

confer with the coordinator and _

o) *
L]

keep him informed, pay the
student an agreed-on rate, and
provide training by a qualified
person,

The student doesn't get off

" any easier He or she must be

cooperative and show a desire
to learn, follow normal rules of -
safety and business etiquette,
be on time for work. attend both
school and work regularly, and
maintam passing grades i all
school subjects

The employer. student. add
Sr. Dimick work out an
agreeable work schedule which
complies with the state child -
labor laws. They work out a
schedule of organized and
progressive work procedures to
be performed by the student
with a specitic goal in mund.

Under the volunteer system,
most of the procedures for
learning and workinz for both
employer and students are the
same. In this<ase, however, the
school takes legal and financial
responsibility for the students
while at the job and travelling
back and forth.

According to Mr. Dimick and

" Tina Sigrett. distributive educa-

tion coordinator. the results of
the program and the commun-
ty’s response have both been R
tremendous so tar Both grades
and attendance for students in

(Please turn to page 3)
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Students e'grolled in the
N.I.H.S. caresr education
program need on-the-job

experience in their chosen fieids.

If you are an employer in any field:

” Retﬁil-.Automo%ive- Business Office
Farming-Ca rpenfry - Plumbing - Construction
- Non-profit OrgcnizctionJ |
This is 10_9_”: opportunity.

THEY MZLP YOU o YOU HELP THEM

Full or pari-time work neecded.
" Give our youth a boost with their future.

Call Bill Dimick (Placement Coordinator) 294-4531
North Kingstown School Dept.
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" NK parents told

Career ed. pupils still getting 3 r's -

. Students 1n the career edu- Years under a federal grant. talk about career education, not curiosity of snakes to teach him
cation program in North Kings- A guestion and answer period taxes.”” With that, Mr. Tilling- about najure and animal life-
town schools are still beng followed in which” parents hast’s questions ceased and styles. -
taught their basic ‘‘reading showed a greater interest in the  discussion returned to the

‘riting and ‘rithmetic’ skills in  ©nd result of the program than  program itself. “And if the student has an
addition to career counseling in its actual  workings and Several parents said that interest that we can’t satisfy
and traimng. structure. In general the ques-  students, who presently play a here in school. we try to drum

That's what about 150 persons tions revolved around whether large part in picking their UPa place where he can go to
were told last week at an open OF not training in North Kings-  course schedules. are being learn and explore,” e added.
forum on career education held .town's schoBls would continue  given too much responsibility. '
at the high schéol attended by to produce students of college But an unidentified student in ’ ?
persons from all facets of the caliber. . the crowd who <aid she wasf™
new program. Mr. Laferte stressed the fact enrolled in a similar career

- Prompted by several que that many studepts should not  education program in Provi-
tions from the floor, Car;{ go to college either because dence, admonished those par+
Education Director Orin -they cannot do the work or are ents for treating the students
Laferte assured parents that not interested in college. - like “kids".
their children are still being He also said it is the aim of “These people, and you notice - .
taught the basic skills and will career education to provide I call them people because .
haye all the requirements other alternatives for the non- they’re not children, have a real
necessary for college admission  coliege-dound gracuates and to  need for this kind of thing and I
upon graduation from high broaden their exposure to other  hope you keep supporting 1t,”

H

school. types of careers by prowding - she said.
The forum, sponsored by the sources of information and Mr, Laferte also stressed the*-
. North Kingstown PTAgCouncil, exploration from within the importance of giving the stu- .
included a short film on career ~community. . dents responsibility and de-
education from the U.S. Depart- But parents wanted proof that  cision-making skills.
ment of Health, Education.and those students who did want to “Students come into a society

Welfare, and a brief explan- goonto collgge were not being where things are always chang-
ation by Mr. Laferte of North overlooked and that the teach- ing and the amount of respon-

Kingstown’s program. ing of basic skills was not being  sibility is great But yet they
Mr. Laferte explained that abandoned m favor of more come from situations. both at
the program is taking shape n technical traming home and here at school,

all levels of education from Mr Laferte noted that a where they're given‘very little’
kindergarten through high Pprogress chart on each stu- responsibility,”” Mr. Laferte

school and is not being re- dent’s level in the reading and said . .
stricted to certan groups i Writing skills s kept and The aim of career education, -
each grade. Although that reviewed periodically. he said, is to use whatever

method had origmally been At onepomntin the discussion- interest a student has and use
planned,the program has since the talk turned to how much the that interest to teach him other
been revised to be applied career education program costs things

school-wide, with gradual inter- the town’s taxpayers and what ~ He gave the example of a

gration 1nto the regular curric- they are getting for their student whose only interest was .
. ulum of all students, he said.  money. in snakes. His teacher used that
Henry Tillinghast, a member -
“Career education is not a of the North Kingstown Tax- — ’

course that student’s enfoll :n,”” payers’ Association, leveled -
-said Mr. Laferte, “1t's a way of several questions about the -

looking at education " projects’ costs at Mr. Laferte . : o ’
The program. which began before one person in the crowd ¢ '

last fall, is in the first of three cutinsaying, ~We came here to ' . ,
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New policy seen helping
cut school absenteeism

New policies at the North
Kingstown High School have
" resulted 'm a lower rate of
absenteeism and a reduction in
vandalism, according to the
school administration.

Jack McGinn, director of
pupil personnel speaking at a
school committee meeting this
week, cited a ‘“‘dramatic drop-
off in absenteeism and tardi-
ness” at the high school in
comparison with last year’s
figures. =

According to figures released
at the meeting, attendance at
the high school Las risen frem
87 per cent last year to monthly
rates ranging from 87 to 95 per
cent in attendance this year.

Burton Froberg, school super-

intendent, said that internal
vandalism at the school has
been reduced. and credited the
efforts of Chnstian Charau,
principal at the mgh school, for
the improvement.

Mr. Froberg said that in-
ternal vandaiism, — that caus-
ed by students within the school,
has béen reduced to a rate that
he estimated as “one-tenth of
last year’s.”” He said however,

that no exact figures were

available now,
Mr. Frobert said that increas-
; ed security procedures initiated
at the high school include added
locks, increased security
patrols, and added security
measures to protect the school
before and after school hours.
“The vandalism has bheen
re than we as a suburban
community have been used to,"”

L}

said Mr. Froberg. He said that
while external vandalism such
as break-ins are still occurring,
about 45-50 per cent of goods
stolen from the schools have
been recovered by the North
Kingstown Police.

Under policies initiated at the
high school ths year, parents
are notified by phone or
post-card if a student is
considered excessively absent.
In chronic cases, the high school
sends a certified
parents to insure t t they are
receiving notice_of their child’s
non~attendence‘?\

Mr. Cherau.

He said he has set an
attendance goal of 90 per cent,
and that tardiness at the school
has already dropped consider-
ably. Now, students who arrive
late have to have a note from
their parents explaining iheir
lateness. Mr. Cherau said that

tter to_

ceordin*= e

lateness has dropped from
earhier figures of 140 a day to
about 40 a day presently.

He said that unexcused
absence from school results in
detention and that if a student
misses the detention session
after school for a period of days,
the action could lead to suspen-
sion.

According to school depart-
ment figures, last year’s
attendence rate at the high
school of 87 per cent is about
equal to the rate of the larger
warwick school system, with an
88 per cent attendance.

South Kingstown registered
an 89 per cent attendance raie
and Middletown High School
achieved a 92 per cent attend-
ance figure. Barrington and
East Greenwich high schools
reported an average of, 93 per
cent of students in attendanc
last year. ,
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Feeling that “Career Edu-
cation’ isn’t all what it's
cracked up to be, a growing
number of™ North Kingsiown
parents are beginning to won-
der whether their children are
being shortchanged in school.

For months now. an informal
undercurrent of parental dis-

* satisfaction has accompanied -

the rosy predictions and praises
often lauded upon the program
by school admmstrators and
officials.

But in recent weeks, parental
confusion and skepticism about
the system has surfaced, first at
a special forum on Career
Education sponsored by the
local PTA Council and last
Sunday at an nformal meeting

H

o N “
The Standard-'_I‘imes, Thursdav. Feh

A

e

ruavy 14, 1974

*  Parents hit Career Ed.

ey
.

Editor’s Note: Career Education was introducdd into the North
Kingstown School Syste:m last fall and already has proven to be one
of the nw st novel, and controverstal, programs ever instituted. The
following story, writien from interviews with a sprinkling "of
concerned parents, is the first of a continuing series of articles on
Career Education. It1s tn no way meant to be a complete treatment
of the Career Education program. The Standard-Times welcomeg
comments. telephoned or written, from parents, teachers, students
and adnumsstrators for future articles

of 18 parents who decided to

take a scrutimzing look at the

whole situation #

When 1t was fust 1m[ﬁr
mented iast fall, Career Edu-
cation was lauded as a pro-
gressive way of preparing
students for post-high school
years whether that means
further education or establish-
nent into * career.

The problem 1s that.a’growing
number +«of parents are ap-

g

parently not cenvinced that
Career iducation is fulfilling
both purposes — college and
career preparation evenly. The
program, charge some parents
interviewed this week, is short-
changing those students who
will go on to advanced edu-
cation

The highly-touted Career
Education program is being
unded as a pilot project under &
federal grant. To implement it,
a large number of tecachers
went to special training courses
last summer The idea was. to
enter into Career Education
gradually, f[irst with selected
students and then expand it
throughout the school systém as
a so-called “‘total delivery
system’’ of education

Career Education started off
at the senior high school. the
Wickford Junior High School
and the Hamiiton Elementary
School in September. By
November, Orrin Laferte. who
was especially hired to ad-
min.ster the program, announc-
ed that using selected groups of
students “'was nct the way to
gn " and that an effort was

being started to implement the

pilot program sy>tem-¢w1de.
It 15 precisely this decision to
;mplement  Careeir  Education

throughout the town's schools

as the “total delinvery system™
{Please turn to page 2)
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attitude ended when shé realiz-
ed her daughter had not
received any math insiruction
That instruction for Helen oniy
began. related »rs Gielisse.
after Helen's teacher was asked
to provide it

The children apparently have
.to get all the information
required virtually unassisted.
said Mrs Gielisse adding 1
wonder if at that age they -are
independent enough to make
decisions for themselves

Other parents interviewed
this week expressed similar
fears for children who need a bit
of 'guwidance along the roaé
Some students they said. are
independent enough to do well
under any system the preblem
has always peen with those

whara n

the high school next year. Mrs.
Camp said she has strong
objections to the implemen-
tation of Career Education as a
total dehyery system or to any
total delivery system at all No
one system can provide for all
needs. she feels

“There are no really good
check< and balances to deter.
mine whether a child 1s meeting
skill expectation,” said Mrs
Camp

The educators claim students
are being evaluated, she said.
“When vou ask them whether.
they do 1t by tests. they say no
but they still say thev re being
evaluated That's hogwash =

It appears that the school
committee went after Career
Education simply to get the .

O
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On the other s:de. shghtly, 1s |
Mrs Donald E Conradson of 33
Loreli Drive. who has an eighth
grader under a traditional
system at Wickford and a sixth-.
grader under Career Educa-
tion.

She 15 not ready to give a
blanket endorsement to the
proZram but so far her sixth
grader. Paula ‘seems very
pleased with the pregram ° In
fact she said. the gir1 s grades
have improved measurably.

The older daughter has no
desire to enter Career Edu-
cauan but prefers & guidirg
hard apparently jourd i the
tragitonatl system said Mrs
Conradson

Despite the good experience
with Career Educziion so far

Mrs Conradson seesvadedidyv In
other pirents or:nrons that\got
eno-*zh o' the traditional v s a¥e

be.rz taught Mure of such
teaching should be performed.
stfe feeis

The only problem she en-
countered so far was a specCial
assiznment her daughter was
requir+d to perform while she
was exploring a " math’ career
The . ssignment 1 as to hme an
actual set of traffic hghts — a
fiel? trip that ended abruptly
when Mrs Conracdson pointed
out the traffic hazards imolved

Harsher eriticism came from
Mrs Daved Cump oo Arnge
qualiiche! Road wroe Goiren
are ot th Carcer B ation —
yets

With a daughter nepding for

federal fumdmg—sard—>MTs
Camp who also accused the
admmmstration with doing a
poor job of pubhc relations.
about the program and with
trying to snow the opublic with
educational jargon whenever
they did try to explain the
system

Furthermore. said Mrs
Camp rhe system apparently
has no strong provision for
parental involvement ’

Mrs J Thomas Kidd of 21
Edgar Nock Road. felt there
was a need for a career
resource center but had doubts
about the aaoption of Career
Lducation throughout the sys-
tem

Mrs Kidd. who also «!tended
Sunday’s meeting ooz not
have a child under Carver
Educaton but has been farmihar
with simdar sistems on mere
himited scales in Pennsvivoma
+here she was a ceacher >ne s
currently a guidange counselor
at Rhode Island Jumor College.
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Ttée S_tandard-Tim&s, Thixrsday, February 14, 1974

Rumored

N - . . N

P

school

exodus unfounded

Widespread rumors that hun-
dreds of North Kingstown
parents, apparently dissausfied
with that town's Career Edu-
catipn program, are trans-
ferring their chiidren ko iocai
private schools are unfounded

The Standard-Times has re-
cenved several calls and com-
ments from parents in the past

week that as many as 00 Norin
~" " Kingstown Tchoo :
apphed to Prout Memonial High
School :n South Kingsiown The
rumors had 1t that many of
these applications were trom
students enter:ng high school
for the first time along with 2

large number of transfers
Gugdance Co-ordinator at
Prout, Sister Elissa. said this
week that of 169 apphcations
recoived for the next school
vear, only 15 were from Yorth
Kingstown — 10 for grade 9.
four for grade 1V and just one

transfer into grade 11

She also roted that vuly three s

students from North Kingstow r/
were transfered to Prout dunir,

__this acagemic vear She adcéa

v~ sy

o~

that she could not be sure if
these application figures were
an increase over last year or

not
Of those North Kingstown

1 Please turn to page 2

*Rumored NK

school exodus
unfounded

nntinued 1rom page !

parents she spoke with at a
ze-ccn:._ppen house at Prout
Sister Eiis<a said quite a few”
had showed concern about the
Career Educatien prezram as
bemns  unproauctive ana edu-
catienally netiective” but that
mnft Parents did not see‘m to
understand gt
"I thik at would behoove

Nor'h Kinasiovn to have some
pareat ecucation.” she <aid

Steve Rosses | assistant head-
master at Rocky t1ll Scheol
said therc have been no
trarsfers from North Kings’
touwnr during the current schooi
vear Ot the 41 North Kinz -town
stud_on!s presently enroited 1n
grades'K-12there are one u-r two
tras~fers  from  the pubhic
schools at the beginning of each
»ear - - 2 percentage whch has
rer™ =1 cogstant for 1he past,
four » ars he <aid

He .’mh:ﬂ that there has boe
HELIE P ) B I.’ \“.?

Lo " R
' [ARSEREVAY |

AP auons fur st vaegr
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Under the Toble Lab: Nelson Ashline, associate state commissioner of cducation, watches 5|x+h graders at work
z
on a science project at Wickford Junior High School. L . losmal-Buletn P oo s THOMAS ( GARIEPY
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“You make mistakes” in
such a program, Fro-
berg added, “and I, thnx
that’s typical” He said that
next year's program should
iren out many of the problems
encountéred this year, and that
a third-year program v.ouid,
hopefully ___correct problems

found next year.

The career education pro-
gram has provosed con-
troversy In parents’ mihds
since 1t becan last fall. It fea-
tures more :individualized -
struetion, with® emphasis on
assigning  students work < 1n
subject areas in which they., |
are mni€tested. As they jer-’ *
form Ydch taszks, they study
educational material related
to lhosg subjects. )

The title, "Carzer Fduca-
tien™ comes from the fact
that many of those inteiegts

. proveking tapies relate 1o b
et careers "I’hn prozrain
12 1 5 directly related to Tc-2-
taral education, which Jree
pares students to enter snecfs
¢ trades, admmistratore :a a

Ox{m [.afer e, d.mect,r of
the progiam. e-mi1ned that
sonie parents tit uort tnat ape
plicatchs tqQ 'ne federal gov-
ernment for funding-<aid the
program “(.:u}d be mandatory
in @il classes .,

Instead, he ~wud. alminsstras
tors der:ded that there will be
no ore 2ivwky of carcer editeas®
tion students nest yvear, Mme
of the jrooiapts grethbas e
shoul | he 4n use @ a mare
diffuce, lest [ormal®vay -
maoy tlagyton % he ~®id, *e

[
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Steps Takento Improve ‘Careers’ Program. mage

y THOMAS C. GARIEPY
areer education. much
igned. often  msunder-
bd and aihways controver-
is not a (ourse hut 2
hns of cducanng students.
th Kingstown administra-
said Jast mght.

he comments came at a
flon” ca.ded by the toun's
pbol comimittee to discuss
prograry which 1ries to

educate students by pru.iding
syme topics from Study 1n
which they are interested

For example. a student in-
trrested in becom.ng an slew.
tritian might choose to read 2
book on electricity e would
be expécted to learn about the
topie as well as the basic
sauls behind the reading as-
stznment, offic1als sa:d

Parents, includinz me.abers
of the newly-formed Citizens
for Education, have com-
plained their children are not
learning the basic skills they
will need to succeed in jobs or
higher education

Atoutr 100 «f them attended
last mizht's meeting 1o discuss
the program with administra-
tors and members of the
school committee

program tfo find whether the
students in the program are
learning basiec skills The test
will take place by the end of
the nionth.

A citizens advisory commit-
tee will be otzanized to pro-
vide paients with information,
a step which Mr. Firoberg ad-

mitted shnuld have been
talen when the progiam
bezan.

Inspection of the program
by officials of the state De-
partment of Fducation, In-
cluding Dr. Fred G. Burke,
state commissioner, who was
to visit the schools today

fome de-cmphasis of indi-
viduailced Jearninz and tie 1n-
novative® contracting svstem,
with more of traditional gioup
learnming to take place

Atreh they

and the extent of its use will
depend on the teachers in-
volved.

Admunistrators said that while
teachers will prepate jthe pro-
gram foi :nsutution by, 1976
thioughout the schosl system,
the plan itself does not havg to
be nsututed then

Because the program is not
a coulse but is a methed of
education 1t can be broucht
into  the schools gradually‘
they said.

Some membels of the audi-’
ence said that career educa-
tion dees not provide <! idents
with hasic factual mtormation

P

need to be suce

cosul,

A+ Laferte disagreed, say-
ing that the schools are

L
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Fven before the discusvion
bezan 1t became cleay that
admiristraiors  have taken

Tsteps to impduve the poglam

and its pubiic 1macze Burwon
robers, sapciintendent oute
lined several steps whicn wul
be tanen immed.ately. They
inc lud~: B
Standardized te<ting of stu-
dents boith in and-uidt of the

Tne contractinz sis‘em. In
which students a7ree to dn zn
assigiiment on tonite <N v h
they aie intcrested alonz  th
a study of <ktllc relatinz o
that topic, came under much
parental entic.sm

Oirin Lale:ite, ditector ol
career cducation,  <aml  that
confracting is no' an absclute

requirement of the program,

T ARtaniAg e Ecasemie
oo 2ctives ' He admitted that
de-emplas)zes

the progidm
e learmng  of ndiakyal
fa '3, but said 3t st S

lewrning basic eoncepts,
which s more important
If at least some paronts ap-
proved the [ToSram’s zoals.
most were unwt st awnit
that 11 is wao.nng Members
Continued ou PPage B-3

Schools
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Continued froin Page B-1
of the audience complained *
that teachers who attended a
summer program in prepara-
ton of the course had not had
enough training to properly
carry out the plan. :

3

‘Misunderstanding’

Even before the career edu-
cation program began in
North Kingstown, school ad-
ministrators apparently made
some tactical e.rors which
prevented parents from fully
understanding the plan’s ob-
jectives and educational
methods.

Several such  prcblems
quickly became apparent dur-
Ing last night's discussion be-
tween parents and sch of-
ficials. odi\

The title of the program,

3
-

which administrators  said
was chosen by federai educa-
tion officials, has provoked in-
stant misunderstandings. “I
think we ought to get. away
from calling it career educa-
tion,’”” said Burton Froberg,
superintendent.

Mr. Froberg added that the
program is not related to vo-
. cational education, which pre-
pares students for specific
trades, although it may guide
a student foward a field in
which he is interested.  -*

Since the program’s incep-
tion, there has been virtually
no offictal means of com-
munication between parents
and the schools. Parents, par-
ticularly members of the Citi-
zens for Zducation, charged
that an advisory conmittee of
townspeaple shouid have been
organized even before the pro-
gram was started.

Mr. Froberg admitted that
the special committce should
have been tormed, adding
that much of the controversy
over the program might have
been avoided.

Howard Gardiner, school
committee chairman, agreed.
i we byt that commuttee,
many of these questions
would have been answered,”
he said. *

Also workinz against the
program was the plettote of
educational material which

QAma aoaialls

“Career education Is not a
course. it’s a vehicle” for edu-
cating students, said Christian
thereau, high  school prin-
::lpal, who midway through
;h);ln?egtmg tried his hand at

ainin ’
methods.g the  program's

The principal's comments
appeared hecessary hecause
of the many questions from
members of the audience who
apparently had as liftle 1ifder-
standing of thre 0asiz nature
of_t)ye_ program after reading
thé firinted material as thev
fiid when they fip.t began ask:
Ing questions. ) .
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who tiuk an 1aterest int Al-*
thoush admin'straters 7. eral
times .ssued pmems a2~} e
Orts stating the gpal. @ tle
PEDITAM, G1IeS Nt eneed § ot
night by peogde vy s trey
1ead the Tejxats ‘siowed that
the muterial was g=“ear and *

~confusing. ¢




“Career
Education’
~ Provokes
Concern

By THOMAS C. GARIEPY

What began 4s an innova-
tive plan to help North Kings-
town chidren learn more
about themselves and to make
proper decisions has become
one of .the most controversial
pPrograms begun by the school
System in recent years.

". The idea of ‘‘career educa-
tion” is to make Ilearning
more interesting for the stu-
dent. If a third grader 1s in-
terested 1in firemen, he might
read books about firemen

” |
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whith—would allow hirn 16
learn enjoyably basic reading
and speling skills

Students learn decision-
making by being asked to
choose some of their learning
materials and by acceprting
the responsibithity of working
at their own pace.

Detractors, a vocal group of
townspeople, are concerned
that in 1ts zest for teaching
decision-making, the program
neglects the basic skills which
the ¢ children will need to
sut eed in ufe

O.min Laferte. the depart-
ment's director of career edu-
cation, cisazrees with that
criticism, “We'te snll aong
to give them the hasie shalls,”
he said. ""But w~'re gong to
add another sxul.”

That “other s«ii}” s the
abiity to make decisions
which will prove va,uszble ina
world which M Laferte de-
scribed as “one :n which peo-
ple muzt learn o change."

Althouzh mere cmphasis is
placed on o .inz o student to a
goal in Lie tian i traditienal
education, the *oderatly-fund.
ed program s lesz concerned
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Career Eauca’ 31 Cirector Orrin Laferte
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Lafe-te.
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ard contractr.
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Cortracting allows the stu-
~ant ‘o enter INto an adree-
~ent with hes teacher to om-
-lrte a certamn ameunt of
“or<. 'You begzin with a siat-
ei nterest of the chnd.” Mr
LAafarte said. “"You then rezo-
-tjate an activity that allows
the child to explore that inter-
est” while he learns the sxills
behk.nd the lesson. “The inter-
est does not have 0 be
career-oriented. It can be a
sraxe.” Mr. Laferte saiud. “‘or

mm&b
\ Gy
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wr e o« 6, Y » .
with careers than 1t i5 with M‘x,‘{ o (;)n: r::Jnm'?_ ' m::“ @ ;f:;\ systems are used to
methods  of e-ducition, M, -er=. Q‘.v'“ v n :‘,\ R tog” Vvarying (ie;ree: in the career
Laferte said Beecause cach OF PURENNT 4 ar, e e ot educaton programs. he said,
chid's interest varwes, ‘he Shriaree, Becs o o o add.ng that the amount of -
system allows for niuch indi- P‘,‘"‘j“\"‘_ "C_;_'“' o ’:_; div.duatized  pervuction and
\]d’)—l: ed (-rjr.("l?y,_-’ N L'" - ': h : ; e T v IR R, N oLse L premal o an
- R Y A 4 1Y LEMRAR a0 TV « 0T t
"You've ot to provide ax v LRSI orrw e 1t less e the reéackers in o, h lass
sy~tem wherein they tthe <y- Peeeartl Toee + ot ae e “One of e m 2--negf'ons

dentsy ave aluved 14 make
. sane dec <ions. * Mr Laforte
explined in the elementapy
schoots, oo ram
fratadn Ky e e

Aot R
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E \l.C “what am [ lL.ke "’

tern, Mr. Laferte sa.d.
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. g0 about this project,” Mr.
- Laferte said. *That's not true,.
. It’s an evolutionary project in

which each team has to find
-:jts needs.” '

This year, 180 students at’
" Hamilton Elementary Schovl, .
180 at Wickford Junior High,
and about 230 at the senior
high are “officially” enrolled
in the program. But because
of its nature, some of the pro-
gram’s features will be 1n use
in many other classes by next
year.

Although some parental ob-
jections stem from the fact
that career education is a
radical departure from teach-
ing of ‘“‘the three Rs’’, there
are other arguments as well.

J. Thomas . Kidd, acting
chairman of a newly-formed -
group called Citizens for Edu-

. cation, said that the program

was instituted “ith  ‘‘no
inpuls” from parents Thig. ha
said, caused parental con-
cern, particularly when the
progiam began on a wider

S\m@mw&u@
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Maadbon (G

<

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Basis in 15 [irst jear than
many persons thought possi-
ble. -

This sentiment was echoed
by C. W. Jones. anrother
member of the new,ar.up ‘I
don’t obiect to career eauca-
tilon as an ertickment pro-
gram, something ‘O\ver §z3fi
above’ but nct n piare of ',
he said. But Mr Jones claims
that such a ‘“vast. sweeping
program’” should net be mad'e
mandatory. "'I'd Lixe to see it
optional,” he explained.

In a statement teard {rom
many parents, Charles Daniel
said the prozram tends to
teach “‘skills rather than con-
tent ©’ He said that wnle hus
dauchter. who is n the umwor
hlg!{ program, necds 0 learn
skills, ‘‘there’s neihiing sne
wiil learn that w« il b worth
anything in rern-s Al the oone
tent of the mate.:al ™"

“All the jov, the human
qualities, of, say, the Amprf:
can Revolution, are lost,
when students read of such
events only to develop such
skills as outhmng chapters of
books, he said.

Mr. Laferte said that such
eriticism .gnotes 2 prunary
purpose of the svsiem. “Eastﬁ
skills are the f{irst prionty.
he said "‘You cant do the
rest until you ha.e the basic
skills.”” He did admil. howev-
~er, that the prourur rlaces
less emuhasis on content than

radit,ona! qyeiems,

He added that the prozress
of collezetound  students
should not be ~adverseiy al-

fected L. ..+ ro.ovan bz
kid mae: < i an to
collowe v v #47 W AL huic any

other de~t.-n ¢ 1 +¢ hate fo
prepare rum ¥or rolleze,” he
said. -

‘

T tracting, Vgt

While Mr. Laferte said he

lieves the program in its
present form is helping man
students, it wil] br:.' gsixghtl;’
changed next year., “None of
Us want an identifiable carech
education grouping next
year,”” he said..

Rather, more children will
l'ge taushi using career educa.
tion - techniques. on a less
Structured basiz. ‘e still
have the same g0als.” he
said. “Ever body thinks We‘
have to hate tiunxs like con-

| we have to
have iy indivaduanzation.”
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N. Kingstown:"
Citizens Unit "
Cites Goals ‘ '

Although Citizens for Edu-
cation, a newly-formed North

* Kingstown group, will concen-
trate much of its effort on ca-

. reer education, 1t will also
tackle other educational
. toptcs. ' : T

J. Thomas Kidd, adting" ! )

chairman of the group, sad

e - yesterday that members will ___ s - T T

question the. effectiveness of

the ‘career education’ pro-

. gram, but also plan to work

toward such goals as creation

and maintenanee of a school
curriculum committee.

. ‘ Mr. Kidd spoke at the or-

ganizational meeting of the

group, attended by about 50

-

persons yesterday in the .
‘ X - North Kingstown Free Li-
4 brary.
“We are nonpdartisan, and )

we are not going to ax-grind,
ard fault or call names ™ Mr.
idd said, adding that the
group wiil gather the facts on |
such programs as rhe school |
3. stem’s controversial career .
- ‘ education project ‘
In addition. the rembers |
» - are evpected to monit.r meet-
|
|

~

ings of sucn  schonl-related
» groups as ihe school comnut-
tee, comrittees of adminis-
trators and the sturlent coun-
cd, offering thewr assistance
. when possible, he said.
Yesterday's meeting was di- .
vided between a presentation
. of the orzamzation's goals X
and a seres of comrplaints
, about the career education , ‘
.+ program. which 1s 1n effect in
- - »  some of the town's schools.

The program. in i's first
year. tries to teach children :
the basie skills through the
use of subjects ¢ which they

e interested. !

5 Liembers L the 5, lLeace

< that because of he lack

o P of erzamcation of the program,

o hen are Jeft o leart b
wers by themselves, without * ’
berafit nf a teacher's help.
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Changes in teaching format
and the creation of a citizens
advisory committee were prom-
ised by the North Kingstown
School Committee this week in
response to parental concern
over the school system’s career
education program

In addition, the school ad-

| ministration announced that a
-

conducted at the Wickford

e

Junior High School to check on
the progress of students 1in
career education versus those
who are not.

The announcements came at
the start of a three-hour
discussion meeting Monday
night on career education
sponsored by the school com-
mittee and attended by about

pecial tésting program will be 100 parents, teachersyand-afew. -

students.

—

.ot

. Ed

Format changes, citizens'*
~ unit planned for schools

The lengthy discussion prob--

ed somewhat into the concepts
and goals of the career edu-
_cation program and occasion-
ally became hung up on
defimtions and semantics. But
throughout, the mood was
serious as parents questioned
the implementaiion procedures
of the program and adminis-
trators. attempted to define,
fitustrate—and—defend O
cepts and goals involved.

At the very outset, Burton
Froberg, school superintendent,
agreed that the department had
blundered from the beginning
for failing to set up a citizens’
advisory committee on career
education, which in design is
supposed to be the vehicle for
handling queries and problems
between home and cchool, and
to help guide the school com-
mittee in the umplementation
and evaluation aspects of the
program,

As a result. the school
committee this week 1ssued an
\nvitation to townspeople to
nominate th.mselves for ap-
pointment to the committee,
(see accompanying story),

During the discussion, 1t
seemed apparent to school
officials that the brunt of the

t+Please turn to page 16)
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“(Continued from page 1)

criticism over the lmplemén-
tation of the program was being
bourne by the Wickford Junior
High School where there are
three teams of teachers using
career education.

Career education 1s also In
operation at the Hamilton

Elementary “S¢hool,” wheredif*
ferences from the regular
teaching system are not so
pronounced, and at the semor
high schoo! where mplemen-
tation is also cifferent

A considerable number of
parental complaints were over
the emphasts on the so-called
“contract'’ system An integral
part of career educaticn at the
junior high level, the system
consists of each student and his
teacher getting together to
agree on a certain assignment.

For example. if a student
decides to explore what is
entailed in an electrician’s
career. he will consult with his
teacher. who in turn will work
out an assignment to be
fulfilled The student then
“contracts” to perfiorm  the
work related to electnicity, to
be graded upen completion

Essentially. said admns-
trators, the contract svstem 1S
an assignment process, which
requireg nore imtiative on the

‘par? of the students

But. conceded Mr Froberg,
“perhaps the (contract system)
pendulum has swung too
muych”, As a resuli. the orders
have béen: given to wicrease the
amipunt of group nstruction at
t&%ﬁnior high level

At present the school reserves
Mondayvs for the more tra-
ditional group instruction In
which a teacher® addresses

Q
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himself to a wihnle grolip of
students a: the same trme The
contract swstem is regarded as
individuahized teaching.
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The switch is apparently n
response to some ¢ the parental
complamts that their children
are not getting as much
instruction tn the basic subjects
such as math, English, social
studies and so on as they feel
they should

Career education is partly

»

—

i
]

designed o weavethe e

subjects into a career e€Xx-
ploration format to make stu-
dents aware of the relevancy
of learning.

As in past meetings. parents

* questioned the efnphasis on |
career education and wondered
whether their ch:ldren will be as
prepared to enter college if they *
sodesire as they would be under
a traditional system.

From time to time, members
of the audience delved wmto a
report setting forih the career
educatfon program written by
Orrin 'Laferte. program ad-
ministrator.

A few parents wanted to know
why Mr Laferte took tra-
dittonal teaching metnods to
task What was wrong with
going to school to learu an-
formation? they asked :

Mr. Laferte said his criticism
was not aimed at gathering
information but rather at
gathering information for in-
formation’s' sake. The tra-.
ditional rote memorizatioti of

* facts has little or no carryovery

he said.

Taking the Battle of Hastings,
for example, he said he felt :f
was more important to under-
stand the etfects of the battle so
*ihat they canr be related to other
similar events and situations
rather than the fact that the

7o
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No problem seen

for program .changes .

Changes 1n the controversial
Career Education program 1n
some North Kingsiown schools
will not be prohibited by federal
regulations guiding unplemen-
tation of the federally-funded
program '

In a visit te local schools by
federal. state. and local school
admimistrators this week, Wil-
ham Logan, regional director
for the department of Health,
Education, and Welfare. said
the original federal graat apph-
cation and the subsequent
renewal application allow for
many of the changes suggested
in_recent cnticisms of the
program

inrecent weeks. parents nave
shown concern that a citizens
advisory umt had not been
established to work with school
adm:mistrators inimplementing
the program The corcern 2lso
centered around a " te*al dei-
ery system” which would make
the program jgnandatory for all
students. the parents said

Among these icuning Career
Education iaciiities at the high
school ana Wickiord Junior
High with Mr Ldgan Tuesday
were state Director of Educa-

tion of the program had made
the 15sue more pressing.

Mr. Logan was part of a
federal evaluation team that
must review the program
periodicaily according to the
guidehnes estabhshed in the
grant Both he and the program
director 1n North Kingstown,
Orr:n Laferte. said yesterday
that those guidelines and the
grant renewal applicaticn botn
allow for changes which the
Concerned Citizens for Educa-
tion urged be made 1n & meeting
with the schpol committee
eariier this week

Mr Ashline said that a

““similar federally-funded pro-

gram in East Providence, tirst
started lasi year, has Dbeen
ermeda a success by the city
and tne state As a result. ine
program has gone System-aide
antratcry andweilbe pickea ap
by locat { incs wren the federai
grant expires this year
tle aazea that :n his opipion.
the care¢er education project n
North RIGESIOWR i$ 2s Success:
iul. or mure 50, 17an tne one !n
: »r Laterte
ier_ onigiral

implementation of the

tion Dr Fred G Burke. \elson+ there last year

Ashline. associate commiss:on-
er of education. and lailhew
Cardoza. project officer for

vocational educalion in HEW

Dr Burke satd that although
his visit to the career education
program wouid have occurred
sometime before the end of the
year. he admitted that recent
controversy over implementa.
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tContinued from page )

around,” said the captamn. “I found
them to be very business-minded and
interested. They seemed to be putting
their hearts into 1t ™

Personnel at the North Kingstown
Free Library echoed that sentiment

“Many were enthusiastic to find that
we had some information abcut
careers,” said Russell Reed *'The ones
who came in were motivated and
interested 1n what we were able to
offer.”

“They all seemed very serious,”
added Mrs. Regna Leeper

The only possibly-negative comment
was frorn Raymond Durand. a phar-
macist at Earnshaw’s Drugs on Brown
Street.

Having been visited by two students
on one occasion, he saxd “My honest
impression was that they thought it was
a joke but it might just have been
neryousness It was rather brief and
they really didn't have time to relax,”
he added

The termination of these field trips
has not only hurt the students Miss
Alsfeld, whose interests lie in large part

. \
» ~
/—./(
- 9
.
L - TR Y
“Parents who are for it aren't

speaking out Ithe the others are. They
seem to be afraid or pmbarrassed.” —
Dawn Douglass
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Providence. The trip has now been
canceiled, she noted sadly

The students were also highly critical
of the fact that school committee
members did not seem to know much
about the program before they accept-
ed it last year They cited recent
comments by critical parents saying
many or all of the school committee
members had not read the federal
career education grant application
before they endorsed 1t

And likewise, they criticized the
committee for making changes 1n the

-
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I don't see why they don't take their
hids out if they don’t like 1t and let it
be.”" — Susan Fiedler.

’

middle of the school year on the basis of
parental complaints and not on how the
prog'ram was actually working. .

“*Changing n the third quarter has
made it confusing for everyong and cut
down it's effectivéness.” said David
Giramina ‘‘And it also makes ithard to
adjust

“They should know what they are
accepting before they change things
around,”* added Heidi Allen It just
hasn’t begn given a fair chance ™

As a whole, the group appeared
enthusiastic about Career F.. s'0n
Mren taiking ubout tne nore ra-
ditional type of clo=arrom witract o,
however, et LT 8 1
drag’ and ‘useicss’ were 0:'en Lyl

Words

Mhde much i paremtzl o roeen nas.
ceasted ateLnd e noton stadents 1n
Career rdavation weren t getting
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enough instruction in the basic skills to
get into college, all indicated they wish
to go on to coiiege and that they are
indeed getting the required skills.

In the same vein, they all agreed that
by working at a less structured pace,
basically their own, they were in fact
passing 1n more work in a shorter
period of time. This they attributed to
the much maligned *"contract’” system

Under this method. which many
teachers agreed has been used long
before career education was instituted:
each student enters into an agreeméent
with the teacher on what work will be
done and in what period of time

“It's a good way to make us learn
things and it makes you feel im-
portant.' said Miss Allen

Dawn Douglass. for one. complained
about being 1n the program at first
because she thought she was not
learning those basic skills But she has
since changed her mind, as several
others said they had

She added that **parents who are for
it aren't speaking out like the others
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“'My parents hated it at the beginning
but I've been able to convince them,” —
Lynwood Southwick

are They seem to be afraid or
embarrassed

L:nnwood Southwck said his parents
“hated 1t at the teinring put that
Fe's hosnm a2 0 ¢ Lonee Lo
they now s wrr g :

Severai otcers said tneir yoronts
don’t seem ta care one way Or onciner

.-

One problem career education stu-
dents are having 1s that parents do not
see them doing any homework, they
said
* *They think school 1s homework and
because we don't have any they think
we're not doing anything.” said Miss
Allen. *They don't understand that 1t's
done wnile we're 1n school

The students believe that a recent
decision by the admimstration to
gradually work students back 1nto
groups in the classroom instead of
allowing them to work on their own 1s a
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"No one’s going oif and ntching o

‘the beach o1 anything © — Kim \lsfeld

political move desigred to ‘uet the
parents off their backs ’

“They're downg. 11 0 vigase the
parents and make it muere visible,” said
young Frazier :

There is, however, one point on which
the students are in agreement with
those parents who have complained
about the programn They agree that
Career Education should not be
implemented throughout the whole
school system. as 1> currentiy planned
over the next two years

“The kids who can't handle re-
sponsibility would probably take ad-
vantage of it and ~poilt for the others,”
warted Mis< Freater. It stulents are
forced into Career Education sov said.
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Communication lack aired . -
at student, parent panel

_Two groups concerned with
North Kingstown's Career Edu-
tation Pregram, one made up of
parents and the other of
stiadents in the prosram ot
together thns woin and i~
corered their b:ivic problem
was one of conarunication
The groups  itzens tor
Eancation an oreanvaren of
parents formed rece~ti- to
moiitor the seneat wstenn and
Yours (1t v e Career
Educator wnen iorrea lass

month as a reaction to admins-
trative changes in their pro-
gram. met for a panel dis-
cussion this week The meeting,
hefore about 49 parens anc
teachers, was organized manly
as an infrrmational session so
cach side could find out where

the other stond on various 1 suey

deohing with Carerr Edacation
and so eacn gould Yearn from
the wther said Dasid Camp
i eralor

‘The major item of contenion

9

was the recent canceliation of
unsupervised field trips for
Career Education students ty
the school administration
Members of (ne Young Citizens,
all of whori' attend Wickfcrd
Junior High Schnol. had pre-
viousiy criticized the CVE
because thes feit the parent
group had played an nsiru-
mental part in the cancellation
of the trips

Each gioup questioned the

Please tuin to page 59,
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- Communication lack aired
at student, parent panel

(Continued from page 1)

other’s role in the trips; the
studehts wanted to know what
role, if any, the parents played
in the trip cancellation and the
parents wished to find out what
value the students thought the
trips had.

Mrs. Nancy Kidd, of CFE,
told the students that a notifi-
cation of the cancellation had
been made by the admims-
tration on the mcrning before a
CFE meeting with the school
committee She said the parents
group had taken no stand ¢n the
unsupervised trips, which
allowed students to venture into
the general Wickford area to do
research for their studies on
careers.

Another CFE pane!l ntember,
Gordon Udall, said although the
group had not actively sought
the termipation *of the tield
trips, it would also not make
recommendations as to theiwr
reinstatement until more re-
search was done apd.more facts
were presented on their struc-
ture and value .

Mr. Udail said CFE was
formed because parents ' felt
they were getuing 'education
without representation,” and
that | individual parents had
little chance of making changes
in the large and impersenal
North kingstown School sys-
tem He added that the group
would be looking into other
areas of tne town's school
system besides Career EkEdu-

. cation with the hopeful end

result being a better overail
system for the student

The field trips, which made
up a large part of the Career
Educatfon program at -the
junior high level, were defended
by the students. They freguent-
ly mentioned that the trips zave
them a feeiing of independence
and taught them re<ponsbility,
both for their tine and the work
expected of them .

They also explaired the
“ennrract’ systea whien tlach-
ers at the junar high J<e m
their impiementat on of Career
Education there The students
Nt as a crevo an the cany
corirg e -t Lnd dater
LEENINTS S A o Chets on an

v

individual basis to outline what
area of study they will under-
take for a particular contraet
and what work is expected of
them

David Giramma, a student,
explained that a student can
have as many as 25 contracts
throughout the year, but ad.
mitted that it 1s possible for
unmotivated students to keep
working in the same area,
whether 1t be social science,
math, or science. without
changing to another area. He
himself has had three different
concentrations, he said

If the contracts are not
fulfilled on schedule, he ex-
plained the student has two
options. Students ‘can get an
extension 1f they nolfy the
teacher ahead of iime and if
they have a very guod, “and 1t
must be vety good,” reason, he
said. Or, he continued, they can
settle for a lower grade. The
grade goes down the later the
contract 1s completed, he add.
ed

Mrs Kidd said the program
could shortchange a majority <1
students 1f “it’s hmited to just
10 or 15 clusters.” a cluster
being one profession or area of
vecation such as medicine,
communications, or social ser-
vices

Mrs Maggie Jones added that
Career Kducationwasnota n »w
concept: that vocational and
wnternsiyp tramning had beeri i
existence for hufidreds of years
But that type of training could
be ‘‘too narrowing’ she said,
indicating that Career Edu-
caticn was not necessarily
beneficial to every student,

Both groups agreed that ;he
Carcer Education program
should not be implemented
throughout the whole school
system and that students shouid
be given several options as to
their  educationa! program
They were also i agreement
that students who abuse the free
time atiurded them i Carecer
Poleaton shoutd be taken out
of tne program

Students agam noted that the
Ve cf U nraTears Lo e
LUt Lt e wn s ity each

suhnt L gaen lre neepen-
r

dence allowed them, they said,
permitted each student to work
at his or her own speed, whitch,
they added, resulted in ‘the
majority of them turning 1n
better work in a shorter period
of time

They al$o cited the excite-
ment of learning about the
various types of careers avails™
able 1n the outside world.
something they often learned
hittle about in the more tra-
ditional forms of education

Mr Udali told tne students,
however, that the more tra-
dihonal method of educatien
was valuable as a matter of
“seif discipline.” Throughout
life. he said. people have to
“learn to take orders and do
what the boss tells you * ,

David Giramma said he felt
niany parents think Career

Education 1s lLike vocational _

tramning  Bul. he explamed,
they are quite different Career
Education, he said tries to r.2uhe
a student aware of what 1
avatlable whereas vocaunnal
eduction (rains students for
parucular fieids,
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Career Education Grant
Renewed for N. Kingstown

The Department of Healtn
Edu-ation and Welfare has
notif.ed North Kingstown that
it wil' renew the town’s cat
reer education graat, tutaling
$111,000 for the coming school
year.

The coantroversial program.
which 5 funded for three
years in  separate annual
grants, becan last September.

In response to the contro-
versey, the scnool committee
has apjpointed a career edura-
tion adusory  committee
wnich 15 already meeting and
which wili maake tecommen-
dations tn the cehool commit-

tee on how the program
should be changed.

At its meeting this week,
the school. committee an-
nounced 1t would place the ca-
reer education preuram on us
June business medtiig acenda
to act on recommer danons of
the advisory group.

The school comtmitee alsc
approved the 1974-1375 <chool
calendar, which includes a
two-week vacation at Christe
mas, instead of the usual one
week.

The enerzy criais prompted
<ate edncaton ollleiais and
the state’s supeiintendents to
tecommend  that the  schools

~
o/
ct

reopen the Monday after New
Year's Day instead of the
usual day after the holiday. It
adds two more days vacation
next year, which will be
added to th2 end of the year.
Scheol will close June 2¢,
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Career Ed

gets nod "-

but with. stlp‘ulatsons

Career Educalion snould con-
tinue 1n North Kingstown ws
modifications. the first report of
the Career Education Advisory
Commuttee has concluded

In 1ts report to the school
committee. the advisory group
said that 1t will suzgest modif;.
cations as the prograg goes on
They also relessed hist of

. findings and a .number of
specific recommendatiors for
. the controversial Career Edu-
cafion Program,_

The report was written by
Orrin Laferte, the director of

ERI
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the pregrem ato anzinally
Served s temporarsy chairrman
of tile advisery grep and then
as tempurary secrelary

It was Uen approved for

accuracy by committee mem-
bers :n 2z teigprnone sote
condacted by committee mem
bers Patricia Smith and Martha
Parks according to My
Laferte

A: in other discuss:ons of the
program the advisory com-
mittee gancluded that com-
mumcatwn and understanding

Please turn o page 8

\

<

Career Ed.

&Co}ltinued from page 1)

of the Career Education Pro-
gram has been faulty
In

adnsory group's regular meet-
ings, the committee suggested

" 11 specific changes Among the

recommendations “wete more
specific learqung objectives,
better public relations, a 201
teacher-pupil ratio, teacher
workshops and tears-teaching
at the high scheol’

The committee also approved
a récommendation by David
Camp that pfoposed that the
program be expanded when
*'the exact nature and scooe of
careet educatvon objectinves and
optioral me'hods of reaching
them 1 planned op the basis of
mforation and 1deas provided
by teachers. ci1i'zens s'vdents
admimstrators, and precedents
-~ Dy other Career Fducation

Programs

He al-o propused *hat the plan
be corrdmated witn any curric.
ulum trat is i oot and that
the description of . prozram
bemase ave Lab'e to e putne
accord "2 to committee
records

Its recommendatxOnS»
© which were approved at the

o Sramadios Kwuo
/13/7/

gets nod

The findings hsted 1n the
repert were wniticn -by Mr
Laferte. who said he Eathered
them from’ committee reports
and from what was sa:d at
cdmmittee meetings

The findings included two
concerned with the lack of
communication witnin the pro-
gram Others con.,uded that
the administrators Fad railed 10
come up with specific jearn:1z
objectrves, and that the = 114l
group of students “He
program were not represen-.
tative and thus this ve~-<
pro2ram "was not a fair r¢~ ¥
the program’s values

The report released ir s w ook
also included a budet ter rext
year's prozram, wn.ot -
prepared by Mr Late |
approved by the adivsu~ coer.
miilee

Aecording to the mm.‘m- cf
the comm.tee
heldtour meet,rgs Atgaer .
IN the procecdings *rp = _a
cormdered VUL TepUTUnE 10 *hic
«C.not Co"\m-’le" t=at 13
apiroved of contniang Cureer
Ecucaton «.h ireadicat.ors
Hopever. aucord rZ to the
minutes. Mr Laierte said that
the school committee wanted
more specifjc information

The Career Educauoa Ad-
visory Committee was ‘crmed
by the school committee 1n
Marchto advise the adm.ristra-
tors of the Career Education
Program

Aad
S

the gro.p -8
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'~ 'Is Laferte objective?’

Dear Sir

In reference to the articles m the
June 13 Starndard-T.mes regarding the
recommendations of the Career Educa-
tion Advisogz Council. as compiled by
Orrin Laferte s¢veral guestions arise

One wondersif Mr Laferte who was
the Director of Carzer Education this

past year showd have had such a key

role on the council In developing
recommendations whether he has been
objective m analyzing 1ts past short-
comings. and whether l@ can be
successfulin irplementing the changes
which are advocated

-C o'mm;/n/'c?z‘/bn
needed

Dear Sir

Last weeh s Standard-Times carried
an arhc]e concerring ihe continuation
of Career bavciiion 13 the North

Kingstoan ~ 0~ 1 am unable to
undersi:~ . =% -, * Laterte director
cithe (. -rer: roam would have
been @i -.s i o e tne Advisory

Commuttee re.rt 1o the school
commultee In o~ nuch as he i~ nat an
officer of the Vi ¥y Comrmtvee 1
feel ms orly furcuon un trnat group
should have been to o iivn the
workings of the program as 1t o« cured
in the schools this sear Lack of
commmunicatien and understand:ng?
Yes. indeed’

The original propo<al on Career Ed
called for the forma‘ion of an advisory
committee from the beginung Now
that we have the ~ommittee i1s this
same gréun of 2u peuple 10 continue to
advise for the comirg year?

Advice. communicalion and uander-
standing are bedis newtid to make this
program worg tor-'he beneit of our
children

Fovoriy Trepf
Nori Hunsitown

[

A better public relations program
and more specific learning cbjectives
are sited as being part of 11 charges.
Yet this week parents of students who
are to attend Wickford Junior Hizh in
the fall were asked to decige whether
they would grant permission for their
children to be placed in the Career
Study Group How can these parents
make a vahd judgement of a program
knosing oniy that 1t will be changed
and having no specifics available as to
Its objectives. content, or structure?

The recommendations of an advisory
council are.a worthy pursuit but useless
without decisive leadersh:p and speedy
implementation Parents and all tax-
payers have the rnignt to know exactly
how Carzer Education will be taught in
the North Kingstown School System
this September Many of us care and
would hke the program to become a
useful educational method n our
schools,

Mrs Robert Kinsman
North Kingstown

4
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4 ‘Laferte g

-Dear Sir:

The Amencan Hentage Dictionary
defines advice as Opiniion frem cne not
concerned as to w hat could or shiowd be
done about a probiem,” and I have

O
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always assumed that the purpose of an
advisory council was to give advice
Since Orrin Laferte 1s very much
concerned with the career education
program, it seems very strange to me
that he should have been a vocal
participant in the deliberations of the
Career Education Advisory Council,
and above all to have been the one to
write its recommendation to be
presented to the school commuittee.

In spite of the fact that an advisory
councilis called for in the requirements
for the federal grant, Mr Laferte was
extremely reluctant to form one It wes
only when extreme public pressure was
brought to bear that the present counail
was formed One wonders at his
reluctance. since he seems to hayve tuis
council in the hollow of his hand. [ must
gquestion the competency of the
advisory council and the vahdity of its
repert, sinc2 s relommendations were
written by the director ¢f tis highly

*controversial bDrogram

Instead of advising h's own advisory
council. NMr Laferte mignt well have
spent his t.me anung a letter to the
parerts of the Wicxferd Jumior High

\

dvised the advisors’ *

School students, outlining in detail the
course of study for the career education
program in that school next jear
Parents of these studenis are being
ashed te decide now whether or not they
want their children in the program nex.
year. and have nothing mere upen
which to basq their decision than a
highly ambiguous and very misleading
paragraph If this is the way the career
education program 1s teing handied.
perhaps we should give the government
back its money and return {0 a more
traditional, more competently run
programn for the students of North
Kiagstown.
Polly S Udall
North Kingstown

o
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A Page of Opinion

Talk plain

Several months ago, the Career Education
program, whose basic concept we have
applauded before, ran into a considerable

amount of flak from parents who felt their

youngsters enrolled in the program were
getting shortchanged in the more traditional
acauemic subjects.

They feared that :thout proper foundation,
their children m:zht nct be aktle to meet future
educational standards Thev also felt that for
many stucernts. too much career orientat.on
might not keep open the avenue of further
education

The concerns, all legitimate. resuited in a
sries of meetings with schooi author:ties. The
parents drove home the message tnat they
vere net hapov with the situation and what's
mcre they did not fully uadeistund the
vrogram. Botn sides agreed taat one of the
carliest goals of the program — estobiishing a
working, active, relationship with the com-
munity and homes of the chiidren — had not
been accomplished. In other cliche terms,
there was a severe lack of communications.

The immediate reaction was to form the
mechanisms which had been overlooked One
result was the career education advisory
committed. The group has been acuive but
we're beginning to wonder whether iryproved
communications has, been served.

. For example. a recent niews releade issued

by the committee states that the groun \net
with schol oticcials o clerty questions
conecerning the int~iraton o tne cuareer
education corcept into the curricuium oi the
O inf—. FEAT 4 W3 fadia e thal i T U

3
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to acquire skills needed to aftain objectives of
the curricwlum.”

Further on in the release the committee said
one of its recommendations *‘was that more
specific learning objectives must be formulat-
ed at each level so that a systematic
sequential development of academic. career

awareness. self awareness and exploration

skills can take place.”

Now, we have resigr..d ourseives to the fact
that life isn't a< simple as it once was ang th:s
includes the field of education which perhaps
must ‘become complex as 1t tries to prepare
youngsiers to cope with a complex world.

But often 1t seems that eaucators deieat
themseives. Seeminciv, they become enrrp-
tured in the jargon phrase of the menth. That's
all right over convention tables and at

.seminars but when educators are dealir v.1tn
the public that pavs the bills. they snowd Lave
enough common sense and ability to speak
plainly.

Educationalese, in some quarters, has
become somewhat of a joke. Evervone ;s
guilty at times, of stating something in an
unnecessarily ‘complex manner. but for
educators, who by definition are proies-
-sionals, the habit appears widespread.

One of the purposes of the advisoryv
committee, as we understood it. was to fosror
better communicatior.s between the schnol
svstem and the hames of North Kimzstosnn, i
sucport of that @ral, we stron 'y < - tang - -

news releases oF even vernal  sousn, oo
spored with jarion and educoionilose o
border on gobhleavesck be v ded -

rele 2aied o coclor: - nores  In nort, ik

Flaiil

: 100 -
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.. Dear Sir-

. With the cost of newsprint at $243 per
" ton I would think you could find ne'ter
K ways of spending it than editorializing

~

over news releases that vou cecrie not
touse Ithins Luarevery pu'ronizirg
when you st.;zest that vour rezdors
could not understand tne sentence,
“The Committee had ached to meet
with the administration in orger to
clanfy questions concerninz :he inte-
gration of the career éducation concept
into the curricutum for :the coming
year " I don't find any of those words
¢ very diffrcurt to underscand What
about the next sertence? it was made
clear that 1t would be used as a means
of motivating the children !o a‘tain
objectives of the curricuium ° Seems
clear enough 1 think motivaticn.
objectives ad currict:lum are rerfect-
ly gnod words to use when v riting about
education
How about the nex: o l1st sertence in
your ed.teriel I ~Lzonriof tmar gnall
Wwe sirorgiy SiI4ial U ol BE..S TEeases
or even verbal ¢.~cowzinn /0Red wLth
largon a~d elucati,r e tha: border
on gobbledvgone ‘te avuiced ard
re e t0 ¢ oot tmets T Nowt g
Tttt aves Pma s wore educaarals
Ze¢ IV MV DY oo jre ATrerican
Hosimnge Dretrimery
CRay sott -2 s 1ixtor ~resnin the
o 80T 1 st v and ke oL 4 gy
educatiom <o @ me worst ot oerders
Thisis pronzon mecanse € L.es'ors are
trying to maxe the tield more scientif:
which means precise in the use of terms
for specific phenomena
Butlamre:vtceaotf that vou come
down so hara cv. <uch a minor a<oect of
the career educa' or ~dvisors ecmmit-
tee’s eifnrts Trosorn ~ o gre devorirg
agdreatdealof ire ni~<2-4nevare
noteawz La’dlerzz ~nlur « 5 a- are the
admurastrators of the prezram Very-
recently 1 bave taea frae irom my
werk totsnecarenf curo - arencothat
my wife ccutd at'end a careep

elien - ; the

R
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-

LX)

AMTas oD e,

can “torp Ty g e -

. . .

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

*a

. .

On syntaxical confabulations

nor do they expect to be But that
doesn't mean I am willing to sit at home
reading the Standard-Times while you
write such ridiculous editorials Why
aofi t you get out anu find out what 1s
actually going on in our school
department Ask some hard questions
and do a httle investigative reporting
Ask Burt Froburg who he has hired to
fill the two new learning disabihty
teaching positions authorized by the
firancial town meeting Put some
questions to the candidates for tne
School Committee

" A local newspaper should. n my
humble opinion, try to help the
community to improve itself You can
do a lot more by wriring atout career
education that by crinic 212 the rayr.
nalistic style of ifs press refeases it
least you might have zall+d :he gerson
who gave 1t to you and su3gested seme
clarification That wouvla have heen oae
small positive centribut:on. and a way
of helping the dedicated peorie on :he
advisory committee to do a hetter 104
Howard H Foster Jr

North Kingstown

-
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‘With friends like you...

Dear Sir:

As a member of the Career Education
Advrsary Committee, I would ke to
take issue with your July 25, “Talk
Plain™ editorial In this editorial you
accuse the Committee of using “jar-
gon" unfamihar to the commumty
Your newspaper was given a statement
after our last committee meeting
telling about the current plans for
Career Ecucation and how these plans
were going to be imptemented Out of
this siatement you cnose to build an
editonal around two ircomplete sen-
tences You neglected to mention that
Teacher Workshops were being held to
develop specific objectives for Career
Education and that the Commuttee
wouid subsequently review these objec- °
tives. Prior to this you gave no
coverage to the findings of the Ad Hoc
Committee which had been set up to
wotk out the differences between the
School committee, the Administration,
Citizens for Education Advisory Com-
miftee and the Curriculum Committee.

You criticize the words that we use.
Supposédiy an editorial page 1s read by
those willing to give some thought to
what they are reading 1 zlwavs find
sentences taxen out of context hard to
understand but, perhaps. the Commit-
tee quotes you used make more sense to
the reader than such words as “"gobble-
dygook™ and —educationalese °

I would also like to clear up, a

1G.2

misconception you seem to have. The
Career Education Advisory Committee
1s made up of 21 people, four of whom
list their occupations as educators We
were appointed by the Superintendent
of Schools and the Schoo! Commuttee to
be an advisory committee. We are
trying to accept our responsibility as
we understand it If the concepts of
Career Education are to be trrole-
mented successfully the support of the
community is absolutely necessary [t
is difficult to get such support with this
kind of newspaper coverage.

Martha Parks

* “Talk plain’ was
plain talk

Dear Sir:
* Your latest editoral. *“Talk Plain", is
a good one. It points out one of the
glaring flaws n the thinking and action
of most of the Carecer Education
Advisory Committee Membersh:p on
that committee is a public trust “e
citizens should expect to rece ve
meanmingful statements from 1ts mem-
bership
The quotations from the comrnuttee's
reparts that you publiched show ve tha!
those reports are most-orten writien by
the director of career ecucation—tne
person the committee 1s supposed 1o pe
monitor:ng The comin.tico s cup~ <ed
to ask hard questions, .o ond and
receive clear!y undorstandabie an-
swers, and~tth~n advise tne admiristra-
tor of the citrzens’ aosires, needs. and
opinions 1n Light of those answers All
actions are to be done “'in public™*, in
meetings well-pubi:cized 1n advarce so
that the public m.v attend Al
questions. answers, and advice should
be provided to the publie th-~uzh
published minutes and reports wiitien
by the commuttee secretary .
When the work of the cemmttee 15
reported to us in "Ecucation®lese” by
the director of caieer education, we
learn rnotawmg It 15 tme for the
comriittee to stort fulliliing its pubhc
trust” tn nravrde v weh plow writing
and e Wik T octe veuw wal continde
to pod tie pmunsiie .nto duinz e
duty
J ThorasKidd .
PPresvasnt (azenstor ke can
° Teatitl e
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Dislikes ‘personal conversations’

Dear Sir: .

Do you think your newspaper should
be used for personal attacks® Mr
Ederheimer’s letter was more vicious
.than Mr Foster's

Besides, Mr Foster's jetter was
talking about career education - z trpic
this community ~ much concerred
about Mr Foster's and Mrs Parks

ERIC
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letters told us rmore about career
education than your paper The
workshops and the committee meetings
are certainly steps Iin the right
direction The people on the advisory
committee are just laymen. ke most of
us They are gning their yme and\are
tréing o gamn experience I think they
shouid be commended

/ .,Q:?//?7“/

.

Apparently the committee gave the
paper an article Couldn't 1t have been
printed so the reader could form his
ownopinion”' A newspaper :s supposed
to inform the public The:r articie 1, of
course no longer newsworthy. but
hopefufly we will bave some new s from
the committee 1tse!f soon

As for Mr Ederheimer 1don't think
he needed to air h:s apparent di<hike for
Mr. Foster before the public Hoa
about using the telephone for our
personal comersations Mr E°

Kathermne L Smith
Wickford
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Schools open Wednesday  «

The Standard-Times, Thursday, August 29, 1974

L

- Enrollment drop seen

Schools will open next VWed-
nesday.in North Kingstown,
much to the chagrin of legions
of youngsters who have been
leading lives of ease and
freedom during the summer
months
sweBurton Froberg. superinten-
dent, said the schoo! depart-
ment anticipates an enroliment
of about 6.000 school cluldren
next week, or about 1,200 less
than last year

While the children enjoyed
the long dry summer. school
offictals have grappled with the
effects of a lower pupil popula-
tion, caused by the Navy's
Quonset pullout

One of the main results ot tae
anticipated drop 1n students is a
smaller teach.ng staff At one

* powt, over 40 tcachers acre

E

susperded. but mos' have been
reinstated (a story on the
suspended teacher situation

Q
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appears elsewhere in this is-
sue)

But school childrer can ex-
pect most vther things to be the
same when they march and
shuffle into their schools this
year :

. Two major changes are that
the old Allentun school has been
put into retirement and the
Quonset schoul has been closed
for the time being because of
the Navy pullout

The schonl department is 1n
the process of re-e\aluating its
controversial career education
program. and a modified ver-
ston of the program will
continue this year

For now . the department will
continue s job placement
program at the high school and
the vareer awareness pro-
gram tor clementary students

- 104

_has been halted until

will appear as it did last year at
the Hamilton Elementary
School

But the career education
‘teams’’ that drew criticism at
the junior and senior high have
been dropped for the time
being

The Career Education Ad-

visory Committee 1s tn the
process of re-planning the
program, and further expansion
of the federally-funded project
the
advisory committee makes its

recommendations to the school
committee.

While schools will open on
Wednesday in North Kingstown,
Burton Froberg, superinten-
dent, said that 10th grade
students who attend the Coven-
try Vocational Schocl shouid

report to school on Tuesday
afternoon.

He said the Coventry-bound
ents should contact the
school department for :inore
information about transpor-
tation arrangements. .

Equipment worth $10,0CC
purchased for career ec.

Ten thuusand dollars of audio-
visual equipment has been
puichacec by the North Kings-
town ~cioal department using
Carecr Fducation funds from
the tederal government, 1t was
arnounced this week

The equipment will be avail-
able for use at the start of the
school year, and the equipment
will enhance the usefulness of
audio visual matenals alreads
in the schools othliciais of the
Career Education Advisory
Committee said

Included in the purchase were
cassette tape' plavers, shde
projectors, film strip viewers.

.phonographs and individual

hstening centers.

The Career Education Adwvi-
sory group also said that
teacher review of career edu-
cation objectives 13 complete
and added that school princ-
pals w:ll present school facul-
ties next week

In a prepared Telease the
group also summarized the-
forms that Career Education

Wil take an the up-conmung
schonl veéar
“Career Education will be

much the same as durm? the’
1073 74 ~chool syear o1 the
elementary scheools  Teadhers
will be using methods and

materials geared for increasir g
the students’ awareness ot
choices available to tr-1n s
discussion of methods «: teach-
ing take place within the
scheols, the Career Ed.caton
Advisory Commitiee wifl ccn-
tinue working tc pre-ert the
program to the public.” the
statement continued

At the mddle and hich
school levels, Career E<ication
will proceed more slowly as
principals and faculties work,
out the methods of using the
objectives and ideals of Career
Education Placement Director
Witham Dimick will continue to
woik at the sentor high scliool to
place students 1n work pos:tions
in the community.” 1t con-
cluded



Although forms uncertain

After criticism, care

By DAN MACKIE

Career Education in North
Kingstown has been contro-
versial, criticized, attacked,
and sometimes misunderstood
— and it wall continue.

Right now. 1t is indefinite
what specific forms the pro-
gram will take. It will be
implemented in the elementary
grades in September, according
to Orrin Laferte, program
director, but will not be put into
the higher grades until specific

>

objectives and procedures are
approved

In aninterview this week, Mr
Laferte said steps are bemng
taken to hopefully eliminate
some of the communication and
musinformation preblems that
plagued the-program this vear.

The program was instituted
“fairly quckly' last year to
obtain federal funds. and now,
he said. some of the objectives
of the program are being
reconsidered.

The objectives — what a child

should learn > were general
ones for the most part last year,
he explained. and now the
persons anvolved n planming
will compile more specific
goals

buring the summer, teacher,
admmstrators and the eitizen
advisory committee wili help
compile the objectives, which
will be reviewed by the school
committee. .

After that step, Mr Laferte,
explained. the planners will set
out specific procedures to he

o .

used an teaching A new
development thas vear wall be
the hsting of optional  pro-
cedures tor teachers to use, he
sail

The pont of the changes, are
to make sure that the program
st dictated” to teachers and
students, he remarked He said
the career education program
will present teachers with
vatous optrons and rell them

“to weave them anto what
voure domeg
\lso the anareased  citizen

parbapatiaqn o the plannmg
“wall help en-ate expression of
commum!y  {echngs™ «Mr
Laterte soud which he suggest.
ed could 1esult m more com-
muniiv ander~tandmng and ac-
ceptance

When the present planning s
completed the program Will be
mplemented mito  the upper
grades Mol aterte sad

He sard federal authorities
who tund the program have no
objection to spedific changes.
unless the towirrejects the minn
cateer education goalssa step
that hasn t happened

My Laferte acreed that
ru~shimg the ppocram this vear
has  caused cproblems “Very
few  had anput anto the pro-
cedures 7 he sand, whieh meant
teachers ended up with an
milexabie packagred deal™

The ceriticisim divected at the
ptotam has boen cometunes
based on himsted nformation,

.. goes or

he smid But hé added that the
lack of available ficts was just
as much our fault a< anyone
clse’s ™

He <aid the career education
advisory group <henld have
heen set up. carlier. siee 1t
could have served as a “mouth.
piece’” for the program

“Ultmately career cducation
helps children (o make wieer
choices about the he'are” he
charactenzed the purpose of the
program

In the process, the program
USCS CAFCETS as a motn ator to
learn basie <y he ~a.d He
remarhed that he s optanistie

aboul the folure of carcer
education m genecratl with one
factor being  posable -
creased federal turds pation
wide v

it 1s better to go with a lot
slowly than to 2o with a few too
fast. he saxd. in explumng the
slower method of amplementing
the program this year

“Now, with mput, we
design a new program

can
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NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1974

Student program provides

earnings while learning
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By MARCEL DUFRESNE

1 wish I had this kind of
program when I was in school 1

-would have done a few things

differently ™

Earl Stickney. operator of
Sherwood's Texaco on Post
Road in North Kingstown. is a
qualified car mechanic but he
learned his trade the hard way
working i a garage after he
‘had left school tor the last time.

Today. times have changed,
and thanks to an innovative
“student-learner’” program at
North Kingstown High School.
17-year-old Patrick Bowen can
stay in school and learn
automobile repair under Earl's
tutelege at the same t.me

Strictly speaking there 1s no
large-scale vocational or 1ndus-
trial training avatlable at the
high school. but the student
learner program, under the
direetion of Placement Coord:-
nator Witham Dimick offers a
unque_form of traniug, using
the community s businesses as
a supply of in~'ructors

The student-learner prosrarn
15 part of the catcer education
program and allows students to
leave schoul at cither 10 33am
or noon each dav ond ~u = up
to eight byurs wothing leari g
and exrning woney (riia m
of some areas of cacter
education by parcas o veat
Fesuibnt 1 o s e
Pros Tl Tos ceal a0 e
student leatner setup has
continued to glow anu  Jain
attention and support of buth
students and parents

Pat Bowen says he would

have quit school if it weren tfor |

the program, which allows ram
to work 40 hours a week at
EFarl's station while still tuking
courses in English, shop and
physical education A junuor.
Pal has several student-learner
friends who would also have
quit if 1t werent tor the
program and il ot them ntend
to c1aduate from North 1L as.
toan fh

Prar tast tearned tne relas

Cfpvel sl t. v o ptunp g

cas the npeaec o {o - eadiict-
GO 0 Lol s aled now 18
spor 1 ar and tune

I

.

The program 1s set up v a
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The_Standard-Times, Thursday, January 2, 1975

Career education
guideline copies

. . how available
1 Copies of the gndelines for
. « career education at the elemen-

tary school level. entitled
“"Awareness " are now avail-
able at the North Kingstown
School Admimstration offices
on Fairway Drive

The guidehnes as prepared
by an elementary school task
force of 10 persons was
presented ta the school comnut- ~=-
tee recently bv the Career
Education Advicors  Commat.
tee  The schonl board s
currently  seeking feedback
from parents  teaddbere aneg
members of the cominunity on
the awareness gumidehnes

ERIC SR SRR
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Status to be probed

®

By DAN MACKIE

Cageer Education has been
one of the most talked about
educatioral 1ssues 1 recemn
North Kingstown history and
the discussion will continue
Monday mght when the school
committee holds a special
meeting on the status of the
proyram i the town’s elemen-
tary schoois

That meeting will centet
arcund a 139 page report de-
veloped by a ti k torce of
teachors The decument has
peer cadorsed by the caresr

education advisory committee
and Supt Burton Froberg

The teacher’s report conststs
of gwidelines tor teaching ca-
reer education n grades K6
~Tis document 18 neither an
all-encompassing set of regula-
tions nor 15 1t set n concrete.”
Mr. Froberg said in a letter to
the committee He said thal
individual teachers can expand
and develop the 1deas i the
report for their own use

Monday mght's 730 pm
session at the administration
building also marks the first
time ‘hat the Democratic-

The Standard-Times, Thursday, Jan{xary 9, 1975

~arear Fducation

liscussion Moncay

controlted school commnittee
will rev.ew a portion of the
career ©  ttion program The

ssiie w - o of the hottest in
a year, iui4, that saw the
dramatic turn-around 1n the

make-up of the cominittee

The career educaticn docu-
ment. which 15 availabie at ihe
admimstration building for re-
view. 15 named “CAwareness”
and focuses on ways to make
children more aware of careers
and of their own émotions

It retains four of the basic
_goals for the program They
are  “‘to ncrease  the self-
awarcness of cach student, o
assist each studert in develop-
inz favorable attiludes atout

. the peroonel el and ecuno-

wie st aance of work Lo
assist each student in devedops
ing and pracucind approphate
car or drerson naking s alis,
b e 2t 10 e Douelopment of

tho carcer-aareness ot rach,

stulent in graaes K6 7

The first part of the yenort
hsts a large punber ot aciva-
tics and provets to help

children develop seif-aware-.

ness The area s turther broken
down to discuss’cxploration of
values. feelings, reiationsiups
with other pecple and personal
quabities.

“Elementary lask force
memt ers gave special empha-
sis to the sclf-awareness godl,
feeh « that il is rmost nmportant
that a je-ine and true self
_unage begm or continue de-

. ~
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" Public invited to comment
1
ed by dra®wgseif-portraits and
{Continued from page 1, through act'vites that help
children to think about what
velopmert at this level ' the they are interested in In the
report reads second section of the repart
Under the propssal children pup.s are encouraged to de-
w1l be encouraged to explore velop favorahle attitudes to-
their own vaiues and learp to ward work parthy by under-
respect the halues of o'rers tardirg *rat ail ;59!‘30'75 work
The foilnand o pment of € abelrer an *te nome or at a
report provices me'reds 10 s qress
teach ch idret how to describe e ewerC g uggests that
therr own feehrgs and how 10 students inters ey treir parents
cope with them about their 10bs witn questions
In one suggested exercise apoutwhether the parents enjoy
designed to make children their work and what knds of
aware of feelings they are (asks trev perform while at
asked to mahke .a  feelings work Otrer exercrses deal with
indicator ‘that wili show others yhy peodle work and tne use of
how they feel at a gien money alorg with developing
moment The indicator on their resporsimlity
desk could let others knowa that ina SEC:A‘:."] on decision-max-
the cmid feels happy sad or ing the task 1orce erder<ed
tired for examole comtreet teacriry as one of tne
Tl papds drea srtausnt 14 R T I RYRN
TEA™TEs 0] €Mt SASUMTONIN e e in s mane decanrs ire
drevngs and by deer "2 vuek force <tated that the rest
Petures In. an esarciee tr3t --_g L Hlenrr Cr R o actL,
4% rec s Ity the lmE 3% vs ard gt tvtoe s
o TTUINTTY e (Lt ke deciaions
abss by terlthtea  ma | ce o dreupe
ey Ar«* +7* < ' oasa p.ece (vber ey cos gra ta 101 the
S ~ Cluss mare up r-ravar =, s
=T e e merds Y s e v s e g e t.
R A I R ASaoLr e dicas
Pt v bl g natule cotit o' A e o L ar
Waan fo €00 Te ot e o e e L tse the task
AT IENE UL N M T e TAPCP S o wte d
L i p-ern Deosiorn mae ng 40t es
Tooa TN stardd alsy st thet Gee
Hoephnorg such wpreterd dee NS gre mace pre. nusiv
Ing ta be a_mo'rer or father by athers sych asschonl rules or
dealing with difterent wituation péren:al‘ ule and laws 1t
1s one sugdested way 10 continges * The degree to which
uncerstand famib reldton Gudents become 1mvolved an
S For teer relanhits any of the deci~on-maxirg
APe report SUSRENS an eserc'e  gtuatians should be dictated by
Sometime culed A U ruSt aherr matunity sever ard ann
W . to work ndependently  the
In that exerere ot ceds aak farce concluded
learn aban trustierg orrers In the secton ar rareer
fettma themsenes br bed b mde 4y areress ~tudents iearn
fo, {1 Treasn an obeacle abont different professinps g
Comr by eter il A what people involed 1 those
- 7 . AR L B
R T IR (N
ax snt et aaws for (
b L ]

ERI

Avairrox providsd by exic [N
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- Career Education topic Monday

PemopemTQuaiit es are explor-

professions do On thé grimar
level tre task force sugges's
tha' ~tuaents Jrarn about agp
Cuiture a0 d rnatural resources
copsarmers and homemakir
constructinn and neaith recre
tion, transpartation public ser
vice ard fire ar's ard tre
humea=Tes

On tre ntermediute levels
students should lecarn an
cgreers 1n tre environme ¢
business communications
manufacturing marine i
ence marketirg and distri-u
tion  personal services c¢.n
tinued {ine art and humanit e«
the report suzgests

In vacn of tre general are .~
students can learn about m re
spec.iic careers In'hi hasiness
and of*ce Tcluster. fir ex-
ample cons syer as bankLesn.

S S (R 1« 1] 4 I S
Cxra Waer o A rarg
E€5, il rtey  reartor  vavw
accovstert and rozamre er
Ire 2 m g% s Wnmrmleg

N ' A S T ] e
LS e T LTl LR Tl WS s
EMaT A LS o gho toe
UTE T ren et rr L g
CHLI TNA™" edltr s or ot
Use TH T ity e

LS C N Y S TN

L

RSP em Lt the pe -

TOL O '“.'[:""‘f"\.:|“{’rvl Lt
e, [ LA .
to- ; » ‘r] tri' \:\I.A—;. ": * -
ST TN DetS 7R trom e

CHMTITULULY  Arothor exer(we
suggests that <tudents explre a
particular czreer b investigat.
INg m™zany asgects of that

;r\x:{\\»,)n

example the student 15
ashed o crneck auant catires
duties and educanoral ple-
ring for a cer*an ¢ireer Troo
also jook 1nta tre raare of e
el o wletrer byg barar
s Torevnm ple and tine, s
gec de whettor ar rat they are

Fer

~

interesfed in the career

Mr Frorers caid this week
hat the g, fer clemertary
Arades aultopsfully e ] ow-
10y a ser es nf guidelines for
irer levels
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Sexism, racism charged ‘ ' ’

‘Awarenass’ idaa draws fire |

By DANMACKIE tualls voted to give the proovad guide Trat segment had been

A career_educaner peog o T backh to sghogl ‘()Y‘l( aix o doremphasized byoan 13-teacher

for North K.rgstnan enmep  UCRLE wudy They wa, at tash force that developed the

tary pUPINFan int s ¢ ~onAb neh CTDN O TObIE WLt rroprsolgaide bat pume rous percons

of cr i s Maordzn ~ate vk Uet wiialiringte sare of the including comrmitteeman Dav,d

L Was Mt with coon cen o PIONeTS that geveloped this Camp and counaianman Mar-

) SEXINT  FACINT and g o reege  MEUR guerite Neubert  strongly-
nhjected to 1t

The proposal contamned ac- |

[T, . vties to encoarage chyldren to
chiidren AU T e s portion of the t N ge chyldre |

: e \ . . explore their own feelngs and

The schooi comm.tev even elementery career edycation \afues but crities said that

o , elemrenary ~chionl children are

. . ot ready for such activgres

. They said thie rerected oo what

the, doscribnd 3\2 tarmper- g

. with the oF JHron Cemes org ‘

. Mro Camp led ~cnonl com- '

mitt-e €rit.c~™ of the aocy.

ment Ho're-rv.'red ~pecifically

. . 'o Ore sugzesled activey thar

ashed chilaren to descritie *rer .
feeuras "eoumn Ln i ngeae,

Character =~ oned ooy .

How tnt s o0 alirg vk '

Hared™ tee 0 Caeim (e (04

o<

that the plan renresens an Moot of the crinasm was
TINVAsan of privacs o ~cronl ’G,r,,u,g' tewgrd the elf.

‘\

1

. Draw g ot e ar sy §o ry
Wouwld ae v L tre e e
cortinues . Whatin Ged ~name i
does this have to do with a child
learning arthmetic Mr Camp i
asked i
Cererr education director
Ornin Latterte defondod the
self-av arerese egr ont aiong
with <everal teaihers and !
principals He<audif a ¢riid has
aclear picture of hi neelf 1t will

¥

1

: |
' ’ 1Please turn to page 14) | \/\
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_ The Standard-Times, Thursday, January 16, 1975

S

Career ed’s ‘awareness’
program draws criticism

(Continued from page 1)

ald in the decision-mak ng
process ‘"Self-image affgets
achievement in just abou!
everything’ he conuinued

Several teachers said that
self-awareress was benrg
taugnt by teacners peiore tne
career educat.on program be-
gan and they defended their role
in helping children develop
values -I'd much rather that
they be taught by a teacher than
by television one said

But cnitics rephed that such
mnstruction need not be part of
the career education program
Mr Camp later proposed that
the self-awareness portion of
the document Le taken out of the
program, but ks motion was
not seconded

Beth Sullivan another (o™-
migee memtéh said sne ol
thete werg too munv negas’ ww
emdit®s~¥rozht out n e
propnsal St e vere ena
of an exercise Anere [.J7 >

complet2 s nees CITTE
one trat tr.os  wteD Mmies
parents «r-. |

How ~ . -~ Ut~
(‘hlhlro-" AR 20 LN T,
Oulst et e Tt

homel® (,ar.06 st r.s o
jected He <aillval’ rrsafe v
trained {~7 * .~ tape of Comsel
ing

“f think were nvzdirg the
home 1if we dag_this * Vs
Sullivan commen She also
described the document as
“blatantiy exist’ She Jater
cited the €xa:* pie 02 an ex{eT:
cise that a-~~ ch.dren to
describe the rose that women
make when then see 4 mouse

Several persuns aiso com-
planed about an excercise tnot
acked ¢ lren o awsodate
¢ ors woh oersenon atd o€
the exarple ui conrecting the
COIGT Tnac K A D icar o5 1 d
it promoted racist lenaenies

proach them with problems
they have at home s:nce rot all
parents discuss inem with
chil lren  (rpponernts of the
preposals said that while ~free
expression of emotions’ is Znod
for (hildren schools shouian t
he work'~g to cncourage dis-
cuss.on of personal masters

Pasui Jehnson of the com-
m.itie agreed tnat values must
Le taiantip school, sayirg tnat
senong hehavior 1S related 1o a
¢t g s values Buat he suggested
that the 1ssues should not be
part of the career educanon
pbrogram

“For the moment I think we
ought to d* orce it irom career
ed.cution or well never get
tnreuzh ke said Mr Froberg
suagested that the prope-al
wriers Gelete the objectiona~.e
part of the pr-zZram tut t t

shecnm e e T pttne rest of
thp iy N
\7ee s sty in r2santhe
- | T = few hasrs
Yo - vorred W
ootpar Ve oegmprodel s

Y N ¢
rorens portom T ot
T regahaste e

Tt Pas v Ta

~ ol e tree peee - -
N Lo oL o

- - R " q e

- - . . -~
- 2
g a
Cos v To nout the prutiems

+

3

Proponents of the proposal
took the tack that de-nite
imperfections, the guiceunes
would stll be useful for teach-
ers They said individual teascn-
,ers could modify the suggested
activities to eliminate rac.st or
sexist elements

Critics charge that thé self-
awareness portion of the docu-
ment violated federal gurde-
lines of what career education
should be But others said if the
school committee dropoed selt-
awareness, which was included
in the federal proposal the tuwn
would then have to re-negrt ite
the program with federal nf;.
cials .

Mr Lafferte denied that *the
program was teach'ng sneciic
values Instead re <4, .t
taught children the proce s «f
examimngtheir own values -4
understanding values tnat nirer
persons have

“You'd be surpriced at tne
sophistication of some ¢o.i-
dren.” a ‘teacher ‘toid ‘ne
commattee “Thaw recdan: <e
te tals about hew troee fuof
Beirg a teacher mv [~s ore
sealed when | hear about
something from home.” sne
said

Other teachers contended
that children someumes ap-

— v — o — —_t —

N




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1
1

The Standard-Times, Thursday, February 6, 1975

Career education post

filled for high school

Anthony Santaniello of Mt
Hope Averiue in samestown has
been named to a Si4.500 a year
post as a platement counselor
for the career education pro-
gram in North Kingstown High
School

The selection came after a
closed session was held after a
school commiltee meeling on
Monday meght to discuss his
qualiftcations The appointment
drew several comments from
the audience at the meeur:
however. they weretain.ed
the 'career education prograrm
itzelf and not at Mr Santanie’o

Charles Jones 4 menoar of
the curprumm a1y Lom
nattee  questoned the added
evpense for anotner erphyee

ih the cdareer «ci.a® v pro-,

gram since he ~u 7 e than
holf of the federal funcs vill be
go e Wwaardsaanies ’

St 061 olhlais said Nr
Sant.r.ello ain serk with
noroalege Shinients 1moocoun-
St alil s ofn a0 N3 wath
Plicement Turector BWaam
Direick in jon nnding

Some persons at the meeting
quectroned whether 1t 1s far to
hire new employees far career
education <since the proJram
rrld be diccontinued i ‘the
future Officials sard that Mr
San*aniello was aaare of the
program’s sta'urs ané added
that the schorn  department
couid decide to continue the
posttion esen yithout the Career
euucalion program

“Tts a tradedy 1ts in the
crrer roeduoaton et snad
J emas RO Y ee s et
the post shomd te o ooled
Gd' e Wt 0f the caft 0o e on
program. “We ‘shouid have

irrespective of career educa-
sion he concluded

Mr Santaniello has been a
director of gwdance 1n two
private high schools 1n Wor-
cester and was director of a
Title 1 reading program 'n
Central Falls ’

He has also peen a consultant
to various reading programs in
Rhode 1xland Mr Santanieilo s
a gracduate of Holy Cioss
Coliede 1n Worcester and re-
cerveli s Riasters degree from
Assumiption Coliege

|

1;

~
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Controversy erupts again

Textbcok order delayed

The 1ssue of texthook censor-
ship was raied at a North
Kingstown School Committee
meeting this week but instead
of the ususl wopies <uch as sex
education the granp s ¢ neern.
ed w'th the thwn s nwn career
education prozram

The committee postponed a
request for books and materials
for the program and directed
the school administration to
check the lhisungs for ohiec-
tionable™ matter The 1ssue 1n
question is whether any of the
materials are designed to teach
“self-awareness

Self awareness 15 2 portion of
a curricutum proposal dravn up
by teachers and career educa-
tion director Orrin Laferte At a

[

recant public hearing the self-
avwarene<ss program was hit
with charges that ran the gamut
from sexism racism and
Imsaston of privacy to simple
ncompetence

This week Mr Laferte <yb-
mitted a request for funds for
the overall program at the
town’s elementary and middle
schools  But before long  his
request Was recewving more of
the tlack that has plagued the
progiam almost from 1ts incep-
tien

Charles Daniel. an outspoken
critic of the way the program is
operating led the onclaught on
the testbook regpeests He warn-
ed the committee that i the
histing 1ncluded seif-awareness

1t could soon he facing a class-
action suit to block the pro-
gram

A member of the curriculum
advisors commattees ne <atd he
was also upset that the commit-
tee was allowing career educa-
tior officials to independently
choose books when his group
had recommended that all
teachers in the system cooper-
ate 1n  the selection of books
for subjects such as math and
social science

"1 want to know i “you've
given career.education an open
hard”™ he {oid the cpmimittee.

Controversy ¢r..s again S

. )
D osrtim sty
I sl WA/

Cont-nued from page 1/

ceos s D wanrt to he an
St~ bt Tve had ot
he ¢ wrented

The committee received the
reaiests for the first hime
NeoAday mivht and had not vet
+ eaed the hListings them-
<eives  But vice-chairman
Ch o0 F Alarms Jroassurea
the and,e=ce that the committee
vaud e the—TRatier full

consideration

I < rot our purpose to go
aLenstony arher committee

Foowod B Adld bt the
sooab ey e s ptereaed
TR 1 s N S N L ¢

A T A T LT W A

A b ‘VcYD

‘How are we as ldy people
to know which,ones e self-
avareress ' Codgmuttee mem-
ber Beth Sulhivan mused “Iht
our duty to pass over every-
thing. item by 1item”’” she con-
tinued

Referring to the recent con-
troverss #bout school commit-
tee censarship of books 1n other
states she <md 1 dofi’t think
we shouid take over the day-(o-
dav operations of thekchools

The committee later voted to
turn the matter over to the
school admuimistration for fur-
ther conaderationt Director of
Instruction George Sprague will
dotermins hove the review 1§
codigited vt oy arthn Fro-
Porrsod o Tars s

oot e et

. S ttee post-
pubitd @ e ~onoon the

pur-

e e

Speabing emotténain  he con-
tinued to question the pur-
‘“tPlea<e turn to page 3
L)
) .
Y 4 A - E— !
4 Yol g hed VS S

)

chases. they did release funds
for field trips for the eleraen-
tary and ymcale grades u:o»r
the career eaucation prog-am
The beok requests are cue to
he resubmitted to the comm:t-
tee at 1ts next meeting later this
month
YAALLALALL LS A s ~ ~
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School committee:
. ‘best show in town’

Dea, Sir- from this group of sche-! committee
The school commitiee meeting 1s persons They discuss sexism non-
> geting to be the best show in town politics. racism and sel* awareness.s
Unfortunately the non-spectators as they dilute themselves with  com-
well as the spectators are paying for mittments. they deluce us with
this show. suggestions to the admun.stration and
Item: The school cominittee has they make pretty speeches Yer. they
appointed several citizen ccrmmaittees to do make pretty speeches .
provide input In various areas. Two of They do every thing except try to geta
them — the career education comit- handle on the probiem of a lack of tun
tee (which ought to be put out of its — wide school curriculum and the
misery) and the curriculum advisory preplem of careless management of our
committee (which ought to be given school system
something to do) are now taking to The central administration s
petty public yurisdictional disputes The recens ea enough suggestions from tne
scnool “‘comrmuttee — hearing these “new school committee ' as <ome of
M di.sputes — has deciderl that the schiool them Li<e to cail themselves — :o Keep

adimmstratiébn  ougnt to get these
catizens committses on track-working

them busy for se: eral vears

together . Unfortunately the administrat mhas
+ oW ins he world can the school receivet little of that preci ,in-
ad:ininistration straighten out the gredient called ntelhgent d.ce. '1on
criizencommitters wnen tne group that This “new” <chool commitice -vas
appuinted (he committees wall nether elegted to provide that ngrestent |
give drection to {neee S'zen £ronns, hobe 1t starts fairly soon
nor accept any taim of rewy<r simhity . . .
for them” Tragedy and comedy Robert G Judd
Eut then I have come t expect this o North Kingstown
4
-\/‘( ‘.
?
=N
4 Y .
- M
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Career ed.
renewal
set Monday

North Kingstown’s Career
Education program 1s up for
renewal on Monday night, and
the now-familiar controversy
over the project will no doubt
continue at that time.

For more than a vear, there
have been scattered calls for
scrapping the program, and
they are almost sure to suriace
“~pext week. The schocl com- -

mittee will approve or re;ect the

third year of the proiram, )

which is federally fundad.

If they reject the funding,

three staff members would join

the list*of suspended facuily In

North Kingstown. On that mi-t,

the committee 1s alsp- due to

vote on a proposal to suspend 58 .
_teachers in an efiort to

eliminate 44 staff positions.

In most towns wnere tiRy

have been imtiated. Career

Education projrams have

drawn little public cotllerten..

But in “North kKir<tu.n, .2

heated diccussion erunted winen

some parents Coii%. t.ned Ladl

the course of swcy wa.n't
- teaching their chilcren trdi-

tional skils such as reaun { and

math. .

They also objected to the
methods used 1 the il vain.

In response, the scaush o) A=

mittee appomntzd, a (. ..38

advisory group to frein 1.2 "ad

and to promote beits <om-

munication. For a tume. the

issue remajned guigt this sum-

mer.

But Carecer Educaticn was in

the spotlight once more recgatly

when a new curricuium was

proposed for the proiram.

Charges of racism. sexssm. and

invasion of privacy met that

effort. - -

The curricujum went back to
the dfawint boards, und the

computtee irier vollto b i
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children to the worlds of careers and
defended the self-awareness portion of
. the curriculum. He said schaols must
meet these needs of children “or they'll
be useless n this soctety ™ ’
The Monday mght meeting had many

- emotional moments and one outraged
) *» woman hissed a! committee member
. Jim Van West as he explamed his vote,

+At several other times. the crowd of
‘more than 100 showed 1ts enthusiastic
support for the program
But the present schoool committee.
which herited the program from an
earher board. showed no inchinafion to
adopt it on 1its own Superintendent
Froberg said it would be impossible to
change the program in the short time
remarning in such a was so as to please
its criics and meet fereral gmdehnes
Monday mght's Waterloo was the
final battle for a program that has long
drawn fire from parents and some
teachers But the opposition was far

— " e—

- e e - - ¥ e fae

1 -
more unantmous. as Monday- night’s
meeting showed

Still, the issue remained a.thornin the
side of both school committees which
oversaw the program Problems began
several months after its inception when
parents began complaining tnat ‘the
program wasn't teachmg thewr chtidren
the traditional skills such as reading
‘and arithmetic.

This week, Mr Laferte offered the
estimate that the pregram was hurt by
its special status and 1ts mgh vistbihty.

He said that ne and the project were in

a “fish bowl™ for all to see

When people saw that the program
was doing things ditferently, they
began to question the methods that
were,being used he said The program
began as- a puot effort. and the
opposition ot parents blocked expansion
of the program this year

At that time, the fofrmer school

! tPlease turn to page 16)

(Continued from Dpage 1)
comrittee declared tirat the profiram

was a victim of a lack of communica-

. tion and formed a citizens advisory

1 Meanwhtle, an

group to assist tn future planmng
independent  group.

Citizen’s for Education, also formed as
a response to the program
From that point on, members of the

public gave Career Fducation caretul

scrutiny and almost any mention of the

program at a

school committee

. meeling threatened to provoke angry —
exchanges

The prime exampi® ot Career
Educativn’'s volat.le na‘tre wus the
proposallast monin ot o cirmcuinm for
' the program Most curricWwam pro- ’
posals draw lotie i anr pubue

attention. hut ths

LIve theonaenent

was hit with speLracuidr cnartes that

ranged fiom  iMvaswdl OF privacy  to

‘racism  and
The at'ucas

SENTLIT '
wers  rected  at oa

x U-awares -5 porte e, af the prog:am,

and the school commu edater directed

. Mr. Laferte to purge that section from
the curriculum The trouhies didn 't siop

* there, though

When the director submitted a
request for books and matenais eritics
~harged that some of the tems could be

used to teach the

hanoned  curpea'ur

of sel{-avw areness The comnmuttee then
. ) was faced with the unvarted 103k of
reviewing a'f the boets

It was the st

m a iung line of

troubles for the program

—
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‘ o NTerivnge GeCision. |
N . , ,
- After two years of implementation and even there was and is a considerable amount of
more time 1n planning. the North Kingstown sentiment against the program. But we ask
Career Education pregram went down 1n are the 40-50 parents that reguiarly atterd
somewhat inglorious defeat last week via a 5-1 school committee meetings or are the 100-odd
+ scheol commuttee vote. . that turped out at hearings on career
~ The decision 1n effect rejects a continuation edyication representative of the feelings of
of the planned third year of the controvers:al thpusands of parents i1 North Kingstown?
program that would have been funded by the What is the public sehtiment on career
federal. government to the tune of $100,000. education? Was the “public opinion™™ on
\ Had the school commuttee veted in favor. the career education determuined largely by a
program woutld have continued another year vocal. numerical nuroritv? We questton
and the town neat »ear would have nad the - whether the deciston to will caréer education
o option of. either picKinz up the cost of the by some comniittee members was not a
program or dropping it completely n 1976, knee-jerk rcaction spurred on by the
The prosram mnolved some wejl-recerved criticisms of a retative rew, )
. basic ideass some aimittediv faulty mnova- We would be the last to hoid career-
tions, many thousands ut coliers m {unds. education flawless, There was-a lot of trutn in
. scores of jobs. hundreds ot students. Committee Member David Camp's comment
~housands of narents. protests, several stormy last week that the prosrain “'spun wheels™ for
hearings, the creation of lay commntco s and 1emonths [ndeed it aid. Dut many apparentiy
the :nsttution’of several studies. a the got something out of 1t — teachers as weil as
« notable and praise-wortay exception ot some students. P o :
¢ aspects of the program. Carever Education 18 ". The main problem we have with last week’s
dead. Last week's decision was decisive to be decision was whether the sentiment that
sure but unfortunale. culminated in the comnuiiee’s vote resulted
With scarcely three months in office under largely from dissatisiaction with the program
its belt, the ne v school committee has shown itself or with the adimmmsiration of that
fortitude in depling with soine of the burning ~ program. After observing. covering and
problems within the school system. It 1s commenting on the career education prosram
quesfionable with all the other problems for clote to four years we can onjy conciufie
confronting the scheol system whether the that the main fauit lav with the admimsira-
school coxr)nmtcd had tire o gather enpuzn tion. The carcer education orogram is dead
. batanced it~ to make a ~omd decasion on not hocause the conee L oeatnd 1w as pouor bl
the fate o & aele urc e g Dovad e e ovaan sratsn o op B oot
Thow et st poeread iy Wis DY ILANY T P s ane DT ord pa onanie
when one con-oorstharine bt pre o sl Wil e Inore seed oand sl osseoping
had a vear s L tonun i aab o camaa drdnl relive Chan oS, e pen M i
Q wonfd baver Sethanos ot L0 Chave bl g Jo darne oo ree B
‘ERIC It contet o v oued Ll puone o tieit woas OPROFILTILY Won SLePL ) dasl wlCR Rl
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To begin with. 1 thought that Mrs

Jones® letter to the Standard Times a
few weeks ago was a very sensible
recommendation concerning career
education | hippe the school commuttee
will take her ?uggeszxons to neart and
act on them 3 )
«The recent ¥ote to discontinue the
federally-spondored Career Education
Program wilkideprive our scnool
system of some¥aal: needed funds that
could have begm used to beaun true
implementatiolfgf the career ecucat:on
approach Howéser. I do not see this as
a failure attribytabie to our present
school commi‘teé buf\rather a very
serious indictment of the school
administration Té have accedted these
federal funds for two years and then to
have the superintendert of schools
admit that there was no program 1s a
complete disgrace It 1s a very poor
reflection on the quality of our
educational adminisiration

This failure s partly due tothe nature
of the program. that 1 »as not ststem
wide It 1s partly due to a lack of
judgment on the part of the coor-
dinator. and 1t ;3 parti, due t¢ a lack of
supersision by the {crmer Scnocl
committee Buimos!ofall irefaiure of
tne career educat snpro2rzeT ndicates
a general lack of eaucationn) ieader-
ship at the ery ‘'ep ot tae
admimsirative hieraretty Wi ostouia
have s r.onl o e o l FuF €.Ld’ "2
administraicrs 10 Maag profams
work

I am tn favor of a car
program of s*ur e~ 33 part
educationas ph..oxony G
tion st CUA LR an a, T 3alh
peaple icr robsas v as fur
believe sime At the
reg:stered DA {arenly slelmImel TOm
their desrestn 220 & Muimam 6!
resources ¢e.c.ed o 0Twlar.ngoner
children for colir1e irav ¢ rotlKe
the posstbility thal 2 son or daudhter
might be lured :nto takirg a jod nstead.
This 15 especiaiiy e rthe-nb might
not meet the pareris —gucupalional
class expectations Tas 15 a nataral
enough seli in‘eres rec 2onon the part
of parenis whn “.«'isoives are weil
educated I tmrs 1t <howd be
recogrized ho.sever ond cecit with
exphcitly if we are 1o rmone ot ead wath
programs ‘or th ose s iens w0 80 not
20 mmeaately o™ ngh sl 1o
college ©

h y ™ML rre thot ey ?."‘E v'("“\r;i

COUr T e o . wi ]
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- 'No to mediocrity”

_Dear Sir: .

p

v

/

e

them. It is a difficult path to follow and
as North Kingstown-becories less of a
suburb and more of a city in.the years
ahead, the need for career education
will becomie even greater Also. the
natural pressure by those who want
their children to go to coliege wiil not be
met by much pressure from ihe otner
side - Parenls who don't care about the
schools and think teachers are a bunch
of overpaid slackers are not gomng to
coniribute much to their childrens’
education That responsiothity rests on
those of us who do care, regardless of
our own education. income or any other
soclal characteristic we may possess
Part of this responsibility is to see that
our school system does 1ts pest for ail
chidren 1n egu.pping them t{o con-
tr:bute to society and to fulirling ther
own potential

In my opinion we could make a nice
start by finding an adrunistrator to
head our school system whose sirength
15 educational leadership. someone
who cawn inspire our teachers,
principals and administrators to
achieve excellence At budget ume
some people say ‘'we can't afford a
Cadillac all we need s a stripped gown
model”™ [ for one do not have
med:ocrity as my standard and I am
not wiing o seitle for 1t Régardiess of

our c¢wn feehngs about orands or

automobiles I wouzld hope *nat we can
have a school sxsiem that we are proud
of tecauset '3 good If I suc we snowd
have the best 'pELic sCno Sy3tem ¢l
anv toan in the couniryg I wcaid

L
probably be laugned at Qiehi let tre
laughter dig down ana thenMi us o it
Howara H Fosterdr

North Kingstowsn




| 'School board
congratulated

Dear Sir:

The decision of the school committee
to abandon the Career Fducation
program certainls deserses the atten-
tion of every North Kirngstown resident
When school committees throughout
the nation are urging and demanding
that educators utihze all of tne federal
money available our school committee
has ahandoned a program « hich entails
the Yoss of SI66 rn What does 1t all
mean” -

¢ I am not famihar enough with the
program to comment on 1's merits hut
[ am quite avare of how federal mones
for education 13 beirng used

Our school commitiee deserves a
salute for its integrity for its refusal to
be bought bv federal funds for us
refusal to allow federal funde to dictate
local school curricula and for s
foresight 1n recognizirg that ‘ederal
mone 1s also tax mones ard no’s manna

, from heaven to he used indiccriminate.
v just because :t 1< there

In this action our <chonl committer
has shown that it will use rtederal funds
when the programs finarced hy ‘them
are of henafit to our - hung<tere ard
= condstent with tha <chanl avstem s
polictes and curricuium It,:s 10 be

Jnbn \cKenn
Qaunderzinun

Career education
was valuabie

Deer Sir -
‘Bov grd we nyie vun tata Loy
Wenertinl Piec toimume T hyzon g .
praceerT ettt r e e ey
. That was 10 o 7r mT Bugegmee
arousedin .. <, ¢ e grader alter
a recent fieid 'rip pe-d for from career
education funpns
How can the <chkanl committee
abelish 2 pragrom ho Pas sn much -
gnod 'noit® - a prozram nocd ter b
- federal furi. and that locael funds
. carnot pcr v o . .
’ If the ~cho~y corss tee wayld NLift
their headairo e 1y *o 0oy rusring
of the <chanl nerrans i s vou'd legrn .
thaty'sprssr e tnees e Praacs
, and heen (arerr v ar
[I i~ p.;\\'fr\ [T [T NEL Y, *
I T P LT I TP P T
T BN

Seocrornar
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Dear Sir
As everyone who reads this letter
must know the Career Education

program has been given the axe, The

school committee formallv announced
that decision on Teb 24 before a full
house of citizens "I 1s hecause of that
decision that [ write this,

Before [ get down to bus:ness I will
tell you that.

1 I am a member of the Career
Education Advisory Committee. or at
least I was You see. as a result of the

 ————

— A student protests —

discontinuation of the Career Ed.
program the CEAC has also been given
the axe.

2 1 am all for the Career Ed (CE)
program.

3 Andlamagth grader at the North
Kingstown Senmor H:rh Schoo!

Iwnite this letter sc that [ can arr my
opinons about both the CE program
and the people who were involved in1t |

tPleasejturn to page 3

)

Board's dacision was ‘unjust, unfair’

- (Continued from page 4)

know that this fetter 1s after the fact
and that wnting -+ will ret chanze the
school commiitee s cecision, but [ fee
that it should be toid -
Career Ed had manv {ine onints
about it Let's take these ore 3t a t'me
One of these fine phrts 15 the
controversy generated by the orozZram
Suddenly. because ot CF. pecpie resliv

began to feel concerned ahout ‘re’

quahity of the education that tneir chid
was being taught It was amazi~2 the
resporse o the school commetae s
decision to trv it out for th-ee rore
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choice as to what field he aould enter
mnto This s essential if we expect bm
to, erter a field ready 1o cope with the
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The self-awareness upd values par of
the program is the partiap tha rared
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