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ABSTRACT '

A A program to develop career aspirations in middle
school .students has been implemented in the Philadelphia Public
Schools and is entitled "Give Our Children Room to Grow." It utilizes
. a series of teacher guided projects; dialogues with resource persons
from industry, business, and upper schools; field trips; pupil
created projects; and hands on activities to expand the students'
awvareness of the relationship between school, home, community, and
jobs. Different aspects of the program are discussed, and include:
Focus on Pupils, with manuals and resources materials for teachers
and workbooks for students, encouraging informal discussions -
interrelating education, the individual student, and the world of
work; Visitors to the Classroom, including representatives from
industrial and commercial establishments, near peers, and those
requested by students to serve as rale models and to provide
occupational information; Career Choice, discussing the influence
significant people may have in determining a child's area of interest
and touching on educational relevancy; Environments, encouraging
thoughts about future communities; and The Self, encouraging
verbalizaton of hoped for personality developament. Responses from
children participating in the ptogram are included, and it is stated -
+that they are indicative of the value of the program as a
motivational educational device. (LH)
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"My ambition in 1life is to become an artist...it all started in the fifth - &

,grade When- oeo'

"y always dreamed of an acting career."
) "I want to be a social worker so thut I can fheln people get better jobs and
living conditiona." ' |

"I was thinking about becoming a nurse because/’theré are so manv sick people
that need help."

These are examples of the 'csré'ei' as:)ir“atioris‘ of pupdils participating in the
ROCM TO GROW PROGRAM, ROGH TO GRON is a career and self-awareness model for ele-
mentary level students. It expands the studsnts' awareness of the rel-tionshin
between home,school, community, and jobs. The program develops the self—image
and the interde'oendence of the above four asoects of a student's 1life by utiliz-
ing a series of teacher guided projects, dialogues with resource persons from
industry and business and upper schools, trips into the wm'ld of work, oupil
created projects, and "hinds on" activities. ’

' FOCUS ON PUPILS. To aid the teachers and purils to concentrate on the punil
as the central focus of the program, the teacher is orovided with manuals and re-
source materials, and ea.ch pupll ‘receives a workbook. These aids have been pre-

pared by the Vocational Guidance Service of the Division of Pupil Personnel and

Counseling of the Philadelphia Board of Education. The aids are loc.);aely struc-

tured and assist in creating an atmosphere in the classroom wherein each pupil

questions himself or herself creatively and inaginativelv. Discussions are in-
formal, and each query is accepted with concern and dignity by the teacher. Some

of the topd.cs in the teacher developed section are:
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Miho Am I?V o | SN /
"what 1 Like to Do in My Spare Time?"
WEducation and My Caréer®

"y Successes" o _

In general, these tooics include an&%ideas which interrelate education and - gf :

the world of work. .

MASITORS TO THE CLASSROOM: The teachervguided ﬁiojects are comnlemented
with numerous visits to the class by représentatives from commercial and indusr;
’ trial establishments, high schools, ani colleges., The visitors are réie models
for the pupils, '/hat they have to sar is usually supplemented by demonstrations.
ThQ emphasis, however, is always on the person in the job rather thun the job it~

P . .

self.

Demonstrators include workers from many vocational areas: health and welfare, '
electronicg, communications, civil service, building trades, commercial and ser-
vice areas. More than sixty commercial, industrial, business, and eduCatiéhal
institutions participate'as resource presenters, Many have prepéred4apprOpriate
illustrat;d_booklets and brochures which vresent clusters ofﬂcurréh@ emergent Jjobs
appropriate to the proé}am with emphasis.on the "role model" aép?gts of the pro-
gram. . o ’

MoLt significant is the anpearance of presentors renuestéd~by the»pupiis.
These include parents, workers from the scheol community, faéﬁlty members, former'
students; high school students preparing for various ;ocatiéns; college §tudents,
and small neighborhood business people. “

" Particular unphaﬁis is placed on nesir peers.. In this~coﬁtext Vstudents from

technical high schools and other upper schools come to talk about themselves--

where they attended elementary school why they are nursuing their p;rticular

atudiei, what they hope to be; and what plana.they have for the future.
“CAREER CHOICE": The develomment of a carcer beginswin childhood and is af-
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fectedlby the quality of experiences to which an individual is exﬁosed. Growin~
u:;, develoving afpersdnulitv, feeling confident to.cope with tneAworld—-all in-
fluence “careér choice." Research reveals th t young vecile are often irfluenced
toward & particular career by a significant person. The who in a person's life,
therefere, 1e‘important in shaping a career plan. Anchild‘who’docs not have a
model in his life is seriously dlsadvantlged.

One of the many examples of the who in a student’'s 1life is the following:

,“Hy ambition is to be a sgience and social -studies teacher because I think
that“goegr&phjﬂend science are my best euﬁjecte. I‘wnuld become an expert in the
stuqéea. I firat got the idea of being a teacher from.hra. Bluestein..."

ROOM TO GROW helps youngsters to understand the relevancy of school as a L

:bpreparation for a future constructive life. Students write:

"A person's’career denends on his or her education. Iy future consists of
three things: education, the enjoyment of my job, and the comoensation it rewards
me with...My intentions are to tny hard and to stay in ‘school. Mv future plan

~ is to become a computer programmer, My caresr depends mostly on a good founda-

tion,-and,I am getting it now in school. I think I have decided on what I am

h to be...a guidance system named ROOM TO GiO4 has helped me. One day whea I am

ewcomputer programmer, I shall be glad that it started in the sixth grade."
"Education is the key to a successful career. To begin mr future, I must
work hard..in schnei and then on toward college, When I am a little older, I
would, like to becqme a pediatric nuree.‘ This job requires a 15£ of studying and
'training. T alao plan to do some volunteer nurse work. Children are an impor-
tant part of 1ife. I would like to devote a nart of my life to the carine of
 children. Children need attention and underetanding. I especially like to care
‘for 1little babies becauseé they need the most attention. There is one thing in
‘1ife children will remember and cherish ‘and that is the love you zive them."
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ENVIHQHIRNTS:  Just zs RCOUM TG GROW pupils are'stimulatud te think ubOué
the'Tuture, ther alsc talk-about the neighborhood in wwhich they live and their
hopes for tpé‘kinds of enviromaenits in which they would eventuallv like to

" settle, +hen asked to exrress éhemselves xbout envirormsnts of thne ruture,
childrenvwrite: ’
When'I rrow up, I hope the neighborhocd T live in will...
¥"Be clean and not have gung wars and fiphts." i
*"Hgve nice clean streets and no rats. I am hoping tiere is no such thine
as air pollution,"” ! |
#NBe nice, quiét, freindly and roomy. The reason I would lik- it to cuiet
i8 80 1y husband could h&Vénﬁime:io rela::. The reason for it to be
friendly is th:t wiien we Jirst %ove in my children and I wdul: be able
to m ke friends easily. The reason for it to be roomy is that I could
h=ve my own flower garden, Most of all I would like fresh air in‘my”com—'
munity." v P
THE SELF: These ycung people are concerned about the aelf.. ROOM TO GRIW
supplies am.le opvortunities and activities to verbalize about the kind oI ver-

son "I'd like to bte." For eiampleﬁ

L

*"T would like to be the kind of person that can be trusted, devendable
and loyal. I feel thet if I were that kind of nerson, T could get along
with my frieﬁds, ¢lassmates, and my teacher."

#"The kind of person I would like to be i3 to help the noor ard those that

caniiot help themselves,"

LA | yOuld like to be a big-hearted strong verson and, I would like €0 be
smart, I woui& like to be kind, loyal and depeni:ble. I w.uld like to
have fuh.

ROOM T+ GHO// ACTIVITIES can becomg’an integrative exverience in the school

life of the student; it can integrate the areas of language arts, soclal atudics,

o
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and human relations. ROUN TO GROW purils are encouraged to utilize all language

means to express their f:elings about their vocational sxovariences., Peetrr, one
orm of expression, is illustrated by the following: -

f

EDUCATICH

School ic education.,

Education is eivilization. .
Civilization is y-ur world.
Just a twirl.

So don't give it u-

But live it un.

If you finish element.ry school
Junior high school

And high school ’

Man that's real coul! ’

S0 go ahead uznd cet an edulation

And don't be so impatient.

If those twelve years don't zo fast
Take my =ord it'll 1 st. )
And mgn that's got class! @

The reactions of the students to the program are indicative of the value of
the program as a motivational educational device, Heore are a few examples:

- "ROCE TO GROW hélped me try to chuose a career lor thg €uture; Choosing
careers is fun to do, but it is vefv important in life, I learned a lot
from POM TO GROW and it w's a nice subject to have in school.”

"One thing I learned ~bout ROCHM TO GEOW is that if you den't have a good
aducation you won't get a good  job.®
"I learned that everyone has brains-agnd if you use them you cin do something
for yourself with them," o
An excellent sumary of the thenrstical, philosephical apd msychological
developmental aspects that form the basis of the ROOM TO GRG#P:perational program
~are contzined in the followiﬁg documents:
1. "Theoriess of Carc=ar Development." Sanwel H. Os ™1 dow Armlaton, ﬁ@nEZr?-
Crofts, New York, 1968,
2. "Ocecupational Information in the Elementary School." Willa Horris;
Seience Hesearch 4ssociates, Chicago, 1972. ,
3. "Guidance in the Llsmentary Schools." H.J. Peters, B, Shertzer, ./, Van-

Hoose; land McMally, Chicago, 1972.

A comilete list of the publications of the Tr«O()I R nrorram can be cb-
tained by writdng: ROO TC G2(¢I, Stevens School, Zoom 305, 13th ¢ Swring Gaerden
Street, Fhila., Penna, 19123, . -
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