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+hree important high school clubs. A concerted enrollaent effort

i netted the membership of roughly two-thirds of Chicago's students by
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activities through a centrally devised program which the schools'
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- the adssociatidn's motives; it argued that the close affiliation
between the public school and the employers viola*ed democracy, and
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More influential as a civic; social and . - i
business.impelse than Chicago citizens ;
may yet haye appreciated is the energizing |

" control which the Association of Commerce ]
. and the Board of Education, with indispensable i

/ cooperation, hasnestabllshed between business |, 1

and the citfizen of tomorrow in “the hlgh school. N

It is not a work that.makes much talk but, like }

' N the educational curriculum itself, goes on and ) i

v functions and contributes to the 1deals and -

efficiency of Chicago's youth. 1
3

s, ,
3

Chicago Commerce Magazine

- . R o
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The<businéssmen of Chicago through their Chamber of Commerce, that was known

as the Chicago Association of Commerce exertad gréat influence in .the public high
[ P * .

schools. This power was best demonstrated by their organizing and operating a

vocational guidance bureau, and its control of some .of the Rore important extra
; ’ ¢ 1 fo
currlcular activities. Three h15h school clubs were organized by ‘the Assoc1atlon

‘. . -

The ngh~3chool Civic Industrial Club (1913) The Pre51dents Club (1914) and the .
;‘High School Press Club (1920). "Each club forged ﬁ»major link-in [fhe chain by, .

which ‘the Assog¢iation of Commerce controlled the extra curricular activities of

the high scho‘l student%. ¢ . !

N -

—————
-
o

A membe of the Chlcaco Assoc1at10n of Commerce, George:'Landis Wilson, while

on a business trip to. Winnepeg Canada,c}eafned that cértain businessmen in that

J

city had given talks fo high school scu&ents on the trades, industries and ;
professions. Wilson bgliévéd that the Association might profif by organiz;ng/a

similar ngpcedure—for,Chicago.2

¢

In the Associations. 1912 annual report, L. Wilbur .
Megser, a member of the Coanittee of Vocational Educatiorn, saw a potential involve- -
ol ‘ 4 .
R R ¥ .
ment for th9 Association with the high schools.3 From these ideas two proposals P4
were presented for consideratio. to the members of the Association: First to invite /
o : . s . //’///

high school students to visit various industries in the Chicago’ area: Seqond/?;// L

. . *

- 3 o , -
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invite, the s»uden*s to, listen to Chlcaoo buSLnessmen dlscuss

\ e

world. . .. B

High,School Civic Industrial Clubs

The ideas expressed in the Chlcago Assoc1at10n f, Commerces' 1912 annual

report, and the knowledge oalned trom a erot pro* run at Senn High School
/

in 1913, shaped the plan of the high schopl cl Assbciation

ar°ued that by organlzlng these clubs busln s te mold the

Chairman of the

// .

Civic Industrial Commitrée of the Asgbciation of Commerce, Stated iﬁﬂ?he 1914

annual report that Chicago lacke ~“organization ta

\

ic/and industrial eondigi ns of Chicago.” To
. : . . ."‘

ald the students 1n\rece1v—

¢

ing -a clear picture of the ci

achieve this end, the Civ#c Fndustrial Committee, "concei\ed the idea of organiz-

,
ing civic industrial
! '

in the high schools of Chicago.". This project received

She gave the i

: - o e {’ ) L \}
Assqciation P rmission to carry out its work as they saw fit. s the

. .~ TR\ -
Superintcndent encouraged the efrorts of the business QOmmunlty to'greate, organize

/ it

ahd‘direcf this club within the public high schools. .

[

[y

./The organlzlng of ‘these clubs was publicized through the. Assoc1at1g§: magazine,
X,

e Chleago Commerce. They descrLbed them as extensions of the Associatiop; The

-~

clibs and distributed among the‘studen-ts."6




. . N, 11
c‘ ' - ~ - ~ ' i
\ ) . \ ) - 1
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- st . . .
. The clubs vere to carry out a plan of action as defined by the 1
e 1 ~ . -
*  Association; ''one simple plLC° of work will be chosen for the clubs to follow
out and digression from the accepted program will be dlscouraged ”7 Policy and
. 7 direction were the province of the Chicago Association of Commerce, action and
/ >

achievement were expected of these clubs. To furth®r control the clubs, the
> . A
Associations' Civic Industrial Committee required an annual activities report - A,

from each club. These/reports were then judged by the Association for perfor-

~ ’
mance and a trophy was awarded to the club that cdrried out the best piece of

constructive civic work. '"These activities" the Chicagzo, Commerce noted, "are .
b

-

to harmonize with the ideas of the Civic Industrial Committee in order that. ‘”'9///’//
e

A\ o

definite progress may be made.”> A strong reminder that the dtiviﬁg;&grce

>

behind these clubs was the Association of Commerce. e public from

ation,

assuming that the clubs were appendageé to the Ass they pointed to the |

endorsement of these clubs by the Superi f Schools, and their acceptahce

gh schools that had organized them. The

=

b the Principals of the various

Association insisted th t was not dictating the poliley of the clubs. "Each

will be assj#fed in its organization, helped in planning its program, then

"9

turned,.loose on the job, conveniently omitting that the sﬁggestions for activites
a

EI

camé from the Associafion.
The growth of the Civic Industrial Clubs<was rapid. By October 1914,

twelve high schools had formed clubs. Programs were planned, speakers contacted

and excursions organized. Public attention ﬁQS focused jon these clubs by the

Associations magazine and the Chlcago Trnbu// In a reprint of an article published 5

in the Chicago Commerce, the Tribune ngféi the benefits the students would receive,

-
-
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; by visiting utilities, harbors, business plants and the city government. The

SR X
W

_Tribune praised the valuable lessons these clubs taught the students: for

hgexaaple uaderstanding the c mmunity and how best the student can become a good
1‘ - * _ .'/_‘__r_,..>
citizen. The clubs taught 'the students to’ "think in tengigﬁijbe~cit?f" ~The .~

—

Tridbuas concludkd by noting '"we must work-theTefore upon the imagination of

oung America devzlo
=3

e citizen ideal of spontaneous co-operation, the

e Corps and the devotion of the state to the whole."0 The

. / , ) )
implicatibn of the use of these clubs was quite clear. Echoing the sociology

of Chaxles Ross and Edwin Cooley, in terms of the individual submerging his

PR "/ - - s

self in the commufiity, the clubs were to train the public spirited citizen.

These citizens would be especially amenable to the concéptions of community
[ ‘ .

as expressed by the businessmen.' Society would then hgve a'logical order; the

vgrious classes would perform their assigned tasks, the businessmen would

S {
oty ﬁpurse make the decisions for the masses who; they believed, %ere incapabl .
122 e . - -t . “
- R . o " . 5, . A
understanding their role. : oL a L Y

z 4 f
v . - . f

This spirit of co-operation was also expressed by the industrial commis-
. ' 4 ' 3

.
4 . Sy 1 r ‘. d R2A

; o . . Fodr )
. | + sioner of Chicago, Pace, who noted that the activities of the clubs toild .

s, - - t

K . . . L . . . ‘*l . ,
. succeed since it was patternéd after the Chicago Association of Coq@grce with .
~ ’ " ="

¢

4
. - N . . ' . '1 | 5 P
-,Meveryman ona cormittce and every committee with a job.™ 1 ! ' ;
~" : - R . | . ‘
. . | N . B i
1 ‘ e ) 1 ‘ oy
Presidents Club ) . ) ' . . St b

.

:( O , - .‘ o IS !
~The Presidents Council, or Club further solidified the Chicago Association
of Comnmerces Yole as advisor/directdT to the Civic Industrial'élubs. By.
— - } ‘ * ! 'r ? . -~ ;
schedulinz bi-weekly meetings with .the club presidents, their faculty.advisors -
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T plus the principals of the high schools, the Association strengthened its

influence over the clubs. The Presidents Club also functioned to organize all
~ 2

-

of the Civic Industrial Clubs into folloWing a single, unified, year long plan

A . -

-

of operation. Meetings were held where reports of the activities of the Civic - .

ol . - .
‘Industrial Clubs were read.”. George Counts in his book School and Society in

\
Y I3

Chicago, makes a tellidg point about. the role of the Presidents Club’in promotiné

. LY / : - . . .
an Association directed plan for the Civic Industrial Clubs. ‘ ’ L
» S N 'L . A
. : ‘"The council [club/ would seem 'to constitute . ,
. a vital connection between the é/soc1atlon., .

and cluhthembershlps. The frequent meetings
afrord an excellent opportunity for interest-
iny high”school teachgts in those civic

enterprlsei which The’Assoc1atlon regards as .

... important: 2 (my emphasis)

., . .
Again the power of the Association to guide and .control these clubs was quite .

.

--‘“ B -- o : - . . N
evident. Tnls close con&ectlon between the clubs their adv1sors and the

~ p . ' -

Assoc1at10n was aptly demonstrated at a meeting of the Presidenits:'Club in .
Aeh

. .

7

March i915. Thte announcement in the Chicagn Commerce detailed that the meeting

g g ‘
4 ‘
. . \ .
. -

was to exchange views oﬁtlininc/the plans and devising methods "... For still

. . ; s ' -
greater and more‘effectlve cooperaﬁlgn betveen the [@1v1c Industrlal/ commlttee
M T
nl3 m,ﬁ; -* . . * ' )

™
and the clubs. . . o, .
' . . v D
L34 - - .

This-ﬁeeting was a first step to unify the activities and goals of all-the

. - . I

" Civic Industrial Glubs in\the,Chicaéo high schools. .The first combined effort a

, - . ~ ’ ' -~
the Association of Commerce decidedippon would be the promotion of health 4nd

- - - . ‘ a

safety. Lach elub éurveyed their respective neigliborhoods .to make sure they had

!

Lo 3

proper saﬂltary dlsposal fac111t1eS‘ The Safcty First Movement vas a program. to,
4 :

. «

bring every child the bEﬁEEit of .being careful in the.home and? factory., As .

-

-

¢
4

*Lt sne1¢ be noted that at these -meetings high school organ&zatlons not afflllated
with ‘the Industrial Clubs also reported on theiy activities.

. N
” -

PP




noted above, creation of'cig%c pride“and development of a sense ofonmmunity was
- * ;’ M * .

the goal of these clubs, especially in those high schools that hgd a large foreign,

population. Civic training then, was the backbdﬁe of the ¢lubs. The Civic

l

. 1

' |

- i
. . 1

|

Industrial Committee noted the fact . g ‘L, e

Py

,.. that if the oldest definition ‘of education, .
namely training for citizenship, is still true, . o -
and it believes it- is'more true than ever before, ,
than the Civic Industrial Clubs in the high i ] L Lo
sthools play an important part in the education
- of the high school.students.14 . ? ' ,
There is little doubt that these clubs were to expose the students -to the civic

*

and industrlal questions of the day; allowing the ents to be responsible for R

’ v

A\ v
gam work and creating a feelihg of

/

s s : o cqqs s
civic improvéments, building g spirit o

-l -

usinessmems' control of these clubs' the

-

’ .
" ey o e .
civic pr¥de. However, given t

S

.

‘question remains as to
-~

He objectivity of the students conclusions regarding

[ PR,

these civic i strial problems. . . -

.-

Eﬁbansxon of the ClVlC Industrial Clubs- . .

»
'

Durlng the follow1n0 four years the Association rapldly expanded the ' -

- - -

N . -~ . R

C1v1c.Industr1a1 Clubs in the high schools. In 1915~1916 abdht 15. hlgh

%
.

.

.

scHools each had angaverage aof 200 students enrolled in these clubs Howefer, )

the impact on the entire student population is evident because the nonmember
» IS -

-

»
-

student body usually attended the various lectures giveﬁ,by the Assoclations'

.

speakers. The 1915 annual report of the Association boasted that "95 lectures v

had been g&yen at whlch 52, OOO students were in attdndance. nl5 Also durlng the

-

1915-1916 school-year, the Association began to draw up a progran that would
unify‘eacb club f[nto a single year long program. The club hand book gave the e

. . [
i N .
. , .-

.l "
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clubs a uniform schedule of activities, meetings and a plan of organization.

Realizing that ‘the best method of‘é%ﬁie&ing upified clubs was to involve the ¢ J
N ‘o AR

w . faculty, the handbook contained "... /a/ provision ... for &ntact betwéen

- - . o . . .
the faculty and the [Civic InHustrial/ committe of the Association, which
insures an,understanding and sympathy from the schools' administration.! 6 Tire R
PP L : ' -

: hand book also required the clubs to hold 2 meetings a month, one a general

business meeting, the other a lecture on a selected topic: to further insure

-

that:the topics—were "correct' the*Association gave the clubs g list ef .
. 3 . , , - L
subjects; . - .
"the Civic Industrial Committee under whose
auspices the clubsg are organized, -this week
is mailing ‘to all clubs a list of suggestions
S ) . . for addresses before their oxganizations and
also forwarding a list of places which the .
.o committee thinks would prove of value and )
interest -ig ¢ohnectdon with excursidns." C . s
. ' . R
The Chicago Association was' controlling the direction and philosophy of

- .

these clubs, using handbodks to guide the clubs, and the schools. faculty to

. .
carry oup its program. o ! ot
- ’ '

-

The key to the success of these ®lubs was their acceptance by the various

/ -

7/

,principals’and faculty of the high schools. In general almost all of the . -

2

- - ‘ ‘ 12
“faculties accepted these clubs. The aﬂvi§or to the Lane Technical High

f . .
»

School Clubs, Mr. Joﬂ; J. MacArty, stated that the clubs had given-the students
s . . L

.a favorable attitude toward the business organizations. of Chicago and brought
o . . A )
w.o *n18

the students and the §choels in closer touch with businessmen.'. v

Realizing that the Association needed the full cooperation of the faculty'

and princiials of the high schools, the Chicago Association of Commecce in
L4 . . .

& N : 4 - . : . - ' "
Y1915 under the direction of the Civic Industrial Committee, held a” faculty

-~ . .

« advisors and principals meeting. This meeting was to‘disquss-the role of .

the~Civic Ind%strail Clubs in the schools. Mr. John 0'Leary,

| " Q oo ' 9 g ER Camy .

:’ v P . A N . .
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) . .
. Vice President of the Chicago Associatlon of Commerce no

¢ .

ted that "... [they-wanted

from faculty members as to the place-ﬂfﬁ‘usefulness of"”

» ..c.d’

&the,CiVic'lnqgstrial Clubs in the Schools. "19 Both faculty and pr1nc1pals

- 5 R }

tof hear framk exp;essi?ps

»

*

genexnally agreed to the value:of these clubs to the’ point where the implication _°

: 7 . . . » N
wvas the clubs might be indispensable. . L ' "
e . . e S |
" ' 0 >.. theix'is a place for tge civic 1ndustr1al . .

Py - T - '
LT T

) ) N " °  clubs, in the high schools and that even in-.
N : schools where activities which are outside of
.the regular curriculum are rather numerous the .
’ -+ clvic 1ﬁduskr1al clybs is not one which might ' '
L readily be eliminated. .

N
. (o

it is clear that both faculty and principals accepted the role. of the industrial

Sers

a -

clubs in the high scnools 1 do not think~ a hard sell was necessary since szt

alues and 1deals held by the prlnCIPals and faculty would ‘not be to far

’

eals of the typlcal businessmen of Chlcago. To
¢,

=

"of the v

removed from the velues and id
¢

keep from sounding as if the A$50c1atlon was promoting or fosterlng preconcelved

S .

William R. Moss, Chairman of the Clﬁlc lﬁdust%lal

ideas oxr plans upon the clubs,

- 4 / ” -v, ~ l,
Committee, noted ‘that the Assoc1atlon w1shed to help the clubs 1n'éﬁy way the -

v ‘ .
T, S .. . 2
school administratior saw fit. 1 The Assoc1atlon tried to absolve 1tse1f from
Y

but it was clear that, the.clubs weweithe biain child .

2

any Machlvelllan accusations,

-
.

_of the Chlca o -Associdtion of Commerce and 1ts direction lay in its hands. While

. ,

the Assoclatlon_was assurlng ‘the faculty adv1sors and the schl

o . . .? XARS .

of thelr sincere 1ﬂtent10ns in ardlng‘thé clpbs the Association pressed on to
N - '

control each of the ¢lubs activities. Thls becomes obvious when one notes the

ol administrators

'

subtle'changes'in the clubs programs and priorif{es.
When the clubs were first established, the Association allowed each of them

to create its own prograns, to improve the internal workings:of the school.

>
,

‘'
[
-
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of this suggestion at this time but within the next two years the idea of Junior
- e : % ) ‘ . )
Chambers of Commerce 1gﬁated within the high schools causeda controversy. To
i - : ¢ ) -~
.reinforce this close.identity of these clubs with the Association an article
P .
‘ . , /
written in the Chicago Tribune stated that; T <
. TEEEE These high school Civic Industrial Clubs ’
are.in reality Junior Chambers of Commerce /[ - .
doing_ for their own school and community th .
same type of good that the, Chicago AsSociqtio%7
of Commerce is -doing for the city of Chicago.“” .
' »
- - /-
“"."’f ) ¢
. .‘.‘

- ’ ' . ' .

|

j

; . . |

., | _ |

. -10- | |

4 1

|
\

The shift occured when the fogus of the clubs began to deal with the community i

as its entire program of activities. This,change, |occured with a concerted i

effort in the 1916-1917 school,year, to enroll evé;y high school in Chicago

into the organization.

.

The 1916-1917 school year began with a meeting on September 25 that invited
every principal of the high schools in Chiéago,neach club adgisor'and‘n faculty

“member from each high school that did not have Civic Industrial Clubs. It is

not known how many schools” and individuals responded, but each high school

became aware of the ex;stahce of the Civic Industrial Clubs. The major plan for

.

qhé year was, the un}ficatibn of the clubs under a single master plan. This was

- @

not ‘accomplished during the year, but a committee of faculty members was named .

to work with thp Civic Industrial Committee to formulate a common plan for all

L]

the ciubs. One ominous note during this year was that the members of the Parker
High School Civic Industrial Club suggested that these clubs be renamed the

. . . ’
.
Junior Chamber of Commerce, since they have similar committees, do similar work

and report directly to the Chicago Association of Commerce. Not much was made

- -—

.
L e




C- 11 - . /
-” . " -Q\ . -
‘, Thé 1917-1918 school year saw the club membership well over 4,000 students

and clubs in 15 -of 22 high schools. Unification was again the main goal but

. - - -
* ' 3

it was curtailed this year because of the war. The clubs funttions focused on patriotic
-

> 1
-

activities, selling bonds, thrift stamps and gathering provisions for -the Red Cross.

) N A s
Thre 1918-1919 school yeam again began witﬁ_renewed interest in oréanizing a .

club in each high\school.23 Anotﬁer factor became evident in the clubs goals;
I

: n 24 .
s “sthe preparing the student for "life" or "work'. Having properly trained
. ‘ < - -
students who would take,an active interest in city government was a commendable ‘
e oS
ideal except that .the values given these students wquld be the businessmens view

-

of society and #it wouldabe'preégnted as the only view. .
’ '
. »
Another factor began to emerge,;n terms of the rationale_for the clubs

» ~existance. ThlS rationale became clear with the comments made about McKlnley High

L]

\

. School. 1In’ 1918 Mgl 1n1ey retired the Civic Industrial Club trophy' whigh,was
. . . -
. avarded to6 the school with the best program three years runniqg/»lfhe Chicago - o
v- - * . e ' . [
Comrerce noted that the trophy was awarded to a //<//' oo ‘ N ‘
.. high school ... 1oéaé;d in the heart of z

e the most thickly populated section of Chicago
- and is inhabited very largely by iforeign born,

and children of forelgn born are members of

the Civic Industrial Clubs.ZD(my emphasis)

A hlgh school "club composed of melgrants and dominated by bu51nessmen could lead

2

to sore obv1ous conclusions. The proper beliefs, and attlgﬁies were being instilled *
Sl v
. in the ”foreign born". They were 5e1ng made" sax¢ for democracy.' They were being
. - Pt 'T' N .
homoveqlzed into the ' meltlng pot7- dﬁacago Their views and philosophies were
1"&‘-‘ ""\ - ‘ N
.~ < “‘; 14 L3
beirg spaped by the businessmen o%F¥ ﬁ’_go. Americanization was, I believe, a primary' - -
. - ‘
. . . A . o 3
function of these clubs. T : .
K R < N .
: . » ' x . - ’ ;
. ‘ - ’ - - 'ﬁv -
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Also in’ 1919, the Association of Commerce used the members of the Civic

- . P S
Industrial Club to report on the status of "foreigners' in Chicago. At one of ,

M s

[ .
, .
ship‘conference) attended by Civic Industrial Club pre51dents and faculty adv1sor§, . "

.

W. R. Moss, the Chairman of the Association Committee,on Americanization, ‘urged

the young peo le of the high school clubs to study as far as possible their
2P

E)
nelahbors, and learn if any aliens were taklng out citizenship papers or were

-
P

1

:

]

]

i

k

k

1

2

1

|

1

i

1

]

;

%

) - . ;
the neetlngs organized by the Chicago Association of Commerce, (a good citizen- . 1
$ ' J
i

[

|

%

4

|

i

1

planning to do so'“26 #The Association ufilized club members to ferret out "aliens"

- who were not taking out citizenship papers and report th'em to *the Association "... l

through the children of forelgn parents n27 Since some of the clubs were 1ocated )

nts 1t was concelvabie that the Chll&%en could ]

L4dn nelghoorhoods composed of. immigra

report on .their families. .The bu51neSSman feared the‘adult foréjgner because ‘his

- “

.

- values “and. belléis had not been Amerlcénlaed through the school system. _ That the

ﬁssociation had enough.confldence in the ¢lub members to carry out this iunctlon

: " ~gpeaks well of their tryst in the educational System. More and more the clubs
,10 » LS ] . i . .
wét@'becomlng an appendage of.the Chicago Association of Commerce, in both its

e - L. . 6

~ - ’
perspectlve.on soclety, its community programs, and flnally§#n its name. .

B In 1919 an articte in the Chlcago Commerce stated thaﬁ Hé hlgh school Civic

-

.
-

" Industrial Clubs name might be changed to the Junior Chamber of Commerce 23 The
name change became official in the “fall of 1919. The editor;of.the Chicago . ,
Commerce noted; * . ' -
y ~ N

s -

« The Junior Chamber of Commerce, a new ,and .
appropriate title ‘for the “Civic Industrial )

) , . Clubs in the high schooll, which were founded t _ .

, " - by the Association of Commerce have become” -

g . important auxjiliary centers of education |,
- ' fellowship and citizenship.

-

5

L] . ‘
- . ~
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Aﬁ?er six yedrs of denying that these.Civic Industrial Clubs were controlled

- o

by the Association, the As§ociation finally admitted the fact that the clubs

- »

were, in realify an auxiliary organization directed by the Association. With
wof B . i

themame charge came another effort to/ihfluence all of the studénts in the

. e
. . . ) . B , .
high school by enrolling everyone of them into the Junior Chamber of Commierce, “*
-~ > * . . ' ‘ ;’.?\ = I
and establishing -a unified plan of operation. The editor of the Chicago ¥
. ) ' .,
Cormerce made this quite clear whem he noted; P :

. g
It is the ambition o ;gpe Associations authorities
mest> interested thatithese children of the great
parent, these Junior Assdbiations"shall have a
membership of 1007 "in every institution and there-
. fore instructive suggestions are now being offered
to the presidents of these organizations whereby
their programs mdy become to sofie extent standardized
and there maybe a systematic purpose running through
. . all great groups to accomplish certain proposed ends,
. all of which are identified with the broader education
promoted by these extra—cdrricular’activitiesiof the
‘high schoolsééo - -
By having total student enrollment in the Junior Chamber of Commerce, and using
' o

a centrally devised program the Association had a perfect mechanism to teach the
the Association MeC & Po T T T T

students, the business view of society. Direct control of the Junior Chambers .

ideology and programs Was now the official policy’ of the Chicago Association of

F >

Conmerce.

g"f

Labors Challence” to These Clubs

The influence.of the businessmen of Chicago through the high school Ciqu
Industrial Clubs did not go unnoticed, 1Ida Clatt, of the Woman's Trade Union -
League, told an audience, at a meeting of the Chicago Federation of Labor, of

. e, . .
a poster sent by the Chicago Association to all thé high school civic Industrial

- ' . . v,
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

‘aﬁfagoqism to the working class in the ninds of the pupiis.

e
i

- \ A I‘ "

:

¢ W

Clubs. It suagested to them it would be deSLrab§¢ to cha ge the name of Lhe N

club. The Chlcago Federation of Labor objecved £o thls change because of a

psychological effect the name change would have upon the students. Glatt

-

further npued the Asséc1at10ns motives 1n these clubs had been recoonlzed. By .

h Federation oﬁ Labor expected an intensification of the

? “

changing the namé',
.

After studying the

. -

problem the Federation strongly denounced the name change. They argued’ that the

close affiliation of the public school with the employers was a violation of
. ) P 3 ; .

democracy in the publlc “school system Since the Assoclatlon of Commerce was
. ’ A
orgapized to promote the businessman's interest, it ‘would ngt look favorably upon

working class problems. The Federation especially feared the Association would

indoctrinate the children of the workers, during their most impressionable years, .

t6 the values of those who would exploit their fathers. They,-viewed this as a

clever and strategic move. i

‘

* However, the Federation noted that these high school clubs did have some

good programs such as civics and social hygiene education. But there was, they

noted, a class interest._running through some of the other monthly programs,

» /
. . . . pep .
espec1a11y those held at the Association's headquarters.. ATso at those programs
A '

% . g

&
whnre businessmen spoke to the children at 3chool assemblles, no labor representa-

"

The interest on the part of’ tﬁ%"”A" T -

tives give~th§fi views to the chiIHren.-

Assoc1atLon 6F C Conmerce in civic act1v1t1es in the hlgh school ran parallel to its

e t, . -

welfare work, and its contribuE}ons to §pcietig5 and orgahiZations hich had ‘a

stablilizing influence in the community. This, the Federation argued, had a

.tendency to-keep the worker content with the job he held and the wages$ fte was paid.

The Federation supported the idea that, the psychological influence of this

s
-




ERI

o Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
P g .

affiliation with the student,
support of the capltallst class
Labor condemmed the Assoclatlon in its attempt to corrupt youthful ideals and
the .conscripting of high school boys to the' employer class.

cent of the students in these clubs were children of working parents,

- 15 - - .-

-~ . *
A\l

4

e M . ' '
was worse than direct and open propaganda in

- v

.

The Committee on Schools of the Federation‘oﬁ

Slnce nlnety pexr

. [}

the con- ~

LIRS

trol upon them hy the Associdtion through' these Junior Associations of Commerce,

could alienate them from'their families.

Education stop the Junior Associations and if that failed,
tion to establish Junior Federations og Labor.

the Association changed

-

The Federation demanded the Board of

-

to allow the federa-

The struggle camé to an end when
~
“she name back to the high school Civic }ndustrial Clubs: .

This interestingly enough seemed to placate the Federation of Labor, as it took

no further actlon agalnst "the clubs. a ' -

R

. Vs ,- N

. . -

The snlft;mo of -the name back to the. c1v1c§1ndustr1a} clubs had little effect

on the goals of tHese clubs.

invblvement took a back seat to a more bu81ness or1ented phllosophy

~ >~
In fact the old goals of“c1v1c prlde and community

' -~

The 1920 *°

annual report noted that the purpose of these clubs was to "...stlmulate interest

’

1n civic obJectlves and such bu31ness and professional objectives as the students

will relate themselves to upon completlng their high school courses.

n32 The najor
-

emphasis was placedxgh—the club members becomln° more sympathetlc fo the role “that

Vrd
.

businessmen played in Chicago and to the1r part1cular~place ‘in the socmal structure.

-

By the end of 1920 these .clubs had ‘grown to a total membership of over 20,000 of

tie- 35,000 high school students. )

33

. - )

.
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Raymond W. Schultz a member of the Assoc1at' n, thought it might be wise to

ut;llze the schools. neWSpapers ‘to extend he 1nf1uence of the Assoc1atlon through
/ ‘

.

this media. * He observed'that 'the high school stu@ent usually readslthe school

. 34, ’ - : .
magazine from coyer to cowvér.' ™ One could influence many students by controlling

v ! v

what went into the papers or.more subtly giving the editors a particular slant on

a topic.- At a luncheon held for the editors of high school publications, Elbert.

Drew, Chairman of the'CiVié Industrial Committee,;asked the editors how the com-

¥
i

“ - .

mittee could assist them? 'Will it help/you if we secure articles from successful

, p
businessaen fqr publlcatlom in your paper7"35 The oplnlon of the editors was

unanlnous they stated it would "have great value w36 The edltors had little

> .

choicq;~ft would‘seem, in making-* any but the above decision. The Association began

ww, 3 ° '
8¢ use the press for.its, own ends. The 1922 annual report noted that the ”offlces

‘

of the Civic Industrial Committee are more extensrvely us;ng the local hlgh school
¢ R (7 ‘
publications in. promotlng’the objectives of ‘the club. "37 The papers prlnted

%'

articles that reflected the views of bus1nessmen “e.g., some artloles dealt with
¥ -

. o pod .
what a businessman looks for in the 1nd1VLdua1s he h1res. The characteristfis

necessary for a job they noted were honesty, truthfulness, loyalty, obedience and

w1111ngness. Businessmen apparently wanted a'worker who foltbwed orders theerfully,

never questioned his superior and worked dlllgently. It was not a coincidence that

| S
N —RE : D
the bottom half of the list. . F S A

w.s . . 4
g A

-
. "
-

'i.‘-'-mc.‘.*\' L \ -

~7

among those qualities llsted by buS1nessmen for a worker to possess ambition was on

]

I T
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) A pamphlet written by the Association in 1922 further dramatlzed the

e A

businessmans " role:in aiding the student in locating a job. One of the moze

. .
» . -

. \ ' . e *
interesting objectives of this pamphlet was the promotion of vocational guidance.
N e N\
The pamphlet suggestec\kbat speakers, usually personnel managers, talk to the 7 i
®

&,

. clubs %f:? month on how s dents should present themselves while being interviewed el
N s N

. for a JOb. The Assoc1at10nu it would seem, was trylno to show a studént how to

* L 4 * - h S . |
act in the pﬁesence of a superior, especially if the_studgpt had something to sellx
' N T - - . .

The booklets authors noted$ . ' < ) .

' Poise is a powérful indication of character.
Together with persdhal appearance it forms
'our advance guard. To sell ourselves to the
other fellow... we must employ all phases -of
courtesy and be careful not toidisturb his.or

- . her sense of_ harmony through careless dress .
A o , crashing color schemes, or other things that
_do not mateh our physical make up or personality.
. Wy :

- -}ﬁ“By appearing properly atrired thhe student would then '"sell' himself a potential*

X, > -

Followed this advidé:

A

.enployer. He wbuld héye_a bétter chance of being hired 1f

in how to dress, may_ have been

The emphasis placed on proper deportment, especia

~ 7 v o ‘n .

“the result of these clubs having a lar Gmber of immigrants as members. The

v <

/e'believed that these students would have little e

”

authors of the pamphlet may

ly present themselves‘to'a potential employer. ihe'implica-

idea of how to p
"

tiqQn was”quite clear, the person would be hired if he adopted the husinessmens

3

preconceived notions of how a worker should look and act, thereby reinforcing

the stereotype of the 1mmlgrant in the lower working class. Another prograﬁ‘that

1

-

dovetalled 1nto the above was de51gned to help the student choose a Vocatlon. ‘The ’

’
,

club members were asked to fill out 'a eard stating their preferenCe for a particular

-«

vocation. The reason for such a concern can be seen for the rationale given by the

LY

Asso;jation,of Commerce in the pamphlet.

P Ao provied oy e
. e . »
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There are altogether too many mlsf' in the
business world; and it~is a ve eploxdble 7

1

1

|

i

: |
: ) situation. Oneé of thze§§g¢Letter periods of . i
/ your life is the day ‘embark upon the vocatlon o
. that is entir %;,éffied to our ability, personallty -
B

1

fa 7

and physiqu

7
//GUlded by bUSlne%::j:¢fghebsing a proper vocation was a very important® step.

‘But from the qug the implication might be that these childrensbelonged in
' 4

positio at suited their social status as defined by businessmen. o5

-

The Disbanding of the Civic Industrial Clubs .

El

The organizing of qée Preeé Clubs was the last major function of the Civic
l' (Y }
Industrial Committee. In 1922 the Civic Industrial Commiﬁtee of the Association

was expanded to 25 members, one member for each high school in Chicago. The
chairman of the newly reorganized committee noted these 25 men were to visit the

clubs, keeﬁ in contact with the school principal, the faculty advisors and club
presidents.42 The Association also sent a monthly newsletter to the faculty

adv1sors and club pre51dents.‘ Clearly the ¢lubs &ere organized for the benefit

+
-

of businessmen, and it was assumed that what was good for bu51nessmen was good

} -

for the students. This was demonstrated by ohé of "the clubs' activities, the

4 . Y
. .

.Clean—Up, Paint-—Up Program. : b J‘f‘ﬁ' o,

This program was begun 1n 1912 by Al}eggy Clark a St. Louis paint sales- .-
man, to promote his productg. It was adopted Qg the Assoc1at10n as part of its
Civic Industrial ‘Club Program. The‘schools were being used to promote the sale

«

- . , T . *
of paint. However the Chicago Commerce was quick to point out that the campaign

was more than just promotion but was aimed at "personal, moral, physical and ' i

-
' . »

. 43
. community betterment.' ~ The increase of paint sgles, was of course, secondary. 3

s -
2 e
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

R4
(‘,HOWever close examination reveals that the point of view of soc;cty,‘democracy

This Clean -Up, Palnt Up Proglam durlna the rcmalndcr of the 1920's supplanted

.-~ ——
“

Y - . ( -

the Civic Industrlal Clubs. In 1923 this Paint-Up, Program was Q;rt of the*

activities of the Civic Indu;trial“Clubs. ‘Howoyer, by 1927, the Civic Industrial

Committee was disband and.its functions distributed among various other comgittees

s
oy

notably the Committee on Americanization, and the Vocational Guidance Committee.
. N o «
The ideals and goals of the Civic Industrial Clubs were carried out in part by the

new Clean-Up, Paint-Up Program.- John R. MacGreéor the Chairman of this new program

helped extend its influence into the elementarf és well as junior high schools.

He noted in the Associations 1928 annual ‘report ''that practlcally every schooh’,
.l‘ L '3 “ -

‘child from kindergarten through the Junlor college in the 24 hlgh school dlstrlcts

' '44‘ , .“

takes an active part in.the campaign in some form or, other. L
- . l' 1 bay= ‘/ . !
In conclusion a quote from Peter J. Martenson® Chicago Superintendent of
. ’ . <r!

Schools bast sums up the impact of the Association in the schools.

, It is oratxfylng to note the cooperatlon between
. " the Association of Commerce and the school, as
s exemplified in-the Civic Industrial Clubs....

In the days; fb come civic responsibility must be

; developed f6'a point not yet reached if democracy

©  is tovsutceed. This work is not charity but a .

rggéutlon in order that urban centers grow better 45
7<f/£or our children' and those who.are to live with them.

To train- the students for civic responsibility, to promote democratic government *-
‘,,//,“, ) ' - .

and improve city life hardly seem a dire threat to ones individuals beliefs.

o

-
7. . 2

o "ms‘

and civic responSLblllty the students received whs that of the capltéllst the

\ K Y

businessmen of Chicago who gave the student the "right” and "corrq?%“ out:look on

~
s . N
'

society. \ ’ Lt

<0
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The organlzlng of the C1v1c Industr1a1 Clubs in 1914 was another ) ey

L ]

-

.
et

\

exteﬁtlon of the lnfluende of the Chlcago bus1nefsmen in the public schools~.‘£"6

-

During the first-‘years of the tweﬁtieth century their power was firmly- established

-

in the schools by their mgmbershlps on the Chicagd Board of Educatlon and various

¥

: Bus1nessmen 1nvolved themselves with the edu

1
:

,

|

;

i

1

]

3

1

.

. %

‘ adv1sory committees to the publlc sch001 system. -
cation of immigrants because of
1

their fear of the foreigner. A vast number of Southern and Eastern Eurdﬁean

-

immigrants arrived in America durlng the last decades of the nlneqpenth and the _ ~ ﬁ;

first two decades of the twentieth century. These so called "new' immigrants" 4

traditions, values and lack of education aroused fears:in the conservative - - .

v
/ - v

The response to these impigrants chlldreh focused in two areas;
f

y
educatlon and Anerlcag;zatlon. In Chicago, vocationﬁ% education-and the high
v Tl ted \ Lo

school ¢lubs were two mechanlzlsms!ﬁtlllzed to, make the lmmlgrant and his
\

-

u 3 . .
2 bubinessmen.

childrad §a§e.for democracy. ‘ ' .
X . B - ‘ . . ‘
. Vocdtional educdtion may be viewtd as class education, particularly in

oo ~

Chicago, where in 1910, two thirds of the school population was second genera-

T \ C .
L

tion 1mm10rant 48 \anual arts were introduced as early as the kindergarten in

order to guide the child into the strata of sqciety he was perceived to belong.
- M i
Given the racist theories of Anglo superiority over the Southern and Eastern

.
- -

the teaching of social values and ones station in society
49

European immigrant,

becomes more crucial than the teaching of a particular ,skill. Cooperation

" petween the classes was a major tenent of the early- twentleth century
J . %’I

' Sociologists.So . - - -

4
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r *
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et . '




‘El{

: PAruntext provided by eric

<3

Manual Arts was to instill into the.student a spirit of cooperation.

c

From the hlndergarten onward the desire was to correct improper economic and

soc1a1 bellefs and to adjust the- immigrants to the-American 1deolo gy. Coopera-

tion would help the- xmmlgrant to understand the immage of hlmself in rel( 'dnship -

N

-

to other classes in society.” The school ‘would rationalize for the child

their future role as, a worker was important in reference to the community, and
) )

that all classes needed to pull together to create a viable socieéya The

definition of cooperation takes'on a value laden meaning when applied by the

» N

businessmen of Chicago to the'immigrant. The schools, they believed, trained

these students to fit into the lower Strataof the community. Educating the man,

- . -

his interests and desires was subordinated to educating the citizen for his place

in ‘the community. Therefore the individuals ability and status was prejudgéd ‘on

account of his ethnic group. That is racism.

- . .

The extra curricular activities organized by the Chicago Association of

<

Commerce obyiously had the training for cooperation as one objective of its R

Civic Industrial Clubs. The organization of these three clubs, Civic Industrial,

? r
Presidents and Press, created a climate for the Association of Commerce to carry

< ) S
out their perspective of how society should be ordered and the proper place for

<

-’
“ :

the .student/worker in the community:

1. Cooperation between the classes. These clubs were organized to foster

+ -
- s

a notion of where the student fit into a class biased, racist society. Also, the

-

attempt to change the name of the Civic Industrial Club to the Junior Chamber of

Commerce, created opposition in the labor unions. They feared that the name L
Y

change was a method of psychological warfare, pitting the children of the .
immigrant against their parents, in terms of the child assuming " the managements
‘ ' . - »

position in viewing the role of the worker. .

22
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|
2, Vocational Guidence. Was used by the Association to council the ‘ | i

v

- ‘ :

'stu?énts to either remain in school or select for‘them a position that suited
i, s

. . =

their character and ability. One might wonder how many of the students were

counseled iqto a white collar job or into college.51

3. Economic and political values,. The businessmen, through these clubs,

R PV

made sure that the students were properly instructed through excursions to

factories and lectures on the role of business in'America. The fear of the

businessmen was that the children of the immigrants might have caught the

-

diseases of Socialism, Anarchism or Bolshevism from their parents. The cure
) l LS “"“':v
was naturally, a strong does of capitalism given every day, dlk day. The

< .-

perspective the club members received was not objective nor was it, consistent

- - —~

with the attitudes of their working class fathers. UPolitically th& same situa-
tion existed. The businessmen trying to end ward politics and the corruption

they saw as detremential to society. The real fear was that the immiérant

majority would control the city if the old political structure, the ward, was
k) » r

d.SZ ' 1 - , v o ,

Ve

not reorganize

A ‘fundamental purpose of the businessman was to stabislize the economy to

guarantee continued profits. This was asmajor factor in rationalizing their
. [ N

Y

ihvolvement in reforming the schools, especially when one realizes the benefits

v s ) ¢
-

businessmeﬁ\wpgld receive from the students that.were tailored for business needs ]

in a public s¥stem of educg&ion.53

o '

Busincssmen during the early 1900's looked-to the schools to perform certain

tasks. Business needed vocationally skilled workers. More importantly, they

K e *
needed workers who would acquire a specific set of character traits: such as ,
. - LR - . -

punctuality, responsibility, obedience, respeét of property and docility. 1In
. . o

-
v

CERIC - - :
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short, the.businessmen needed an individdal who goﬁiﬂ*be capable of quickly

- K o~

adjusting to the factory systeém. ‘The, wprker, thdy noted, should believel
. - 2 . L . ; . . .
that his role was an important part-df the system. Furthermore businéssmen

wanted workers who woulq not question their .status or the status of their

s,

employer.. Thus the ideal worker would be a good American, never questinn%ng,the

Businessmen used .the school and the extra curricular activities to shape this

type of individual. The inculcating of social values and knowing, ones posifion
. . &

. P
in society .was more important than trying to educate the man to his fullest

' ~e ‘
potential. SO - . '
. pas

s’
N » . . N

| \‘1 ‘ . . ..
ERIC | ’
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State or the economic philosophy that was an essential part of Corporate America.
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