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ABSTRACT

In order to assess the probable impact of the June,
1976 loss of veteran's benefits for Korean-era veterans, Santa Ana
College administered a questionnaire to 4,350 veterans enrolled in
the spring of 1975. The questionnaire was returned by 1,299 veterans,
a 29.9 percent rate of return. Of those responding, 469 veterans
(36.1 percent) were discharged before June, 1966, and will lose their
benefits in June, 1976. Of tlie 469 veterans losing benefits, 269 (57
percent) stated that they plan to enroll in fall, 1976, as comparsd
to 496 (59 percent) of the 830 veterans with continuing bensfits.
Although the reported data indicates that veteran enrollment will not
be greatly affected with regard td students already enrolled, the

potential market of vVeterans will dectease., An es¥imated drep of T T
approximately 500 veterans in the fall of 1976, and an additional 400

drop in the spring of 1977 s projected. The main impact will be felt

in work experience and television courses where, respectively, 82

percent and 68.5 percent of the enrolled students wer« veterans in

the spring of 1975. However, the future enrollment of vesterans will

be sensitive to the job market and Congressional action with regard

to benefits, and could change in different directions. The

guestionnaire is appended and rTesponses are tabulated. (NHN)
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Future Veteran Enrollment

How Long? How Deep?
INTRODUCTTON

With the current large veteran enrollment in colleges and univer-
sities, and the Korean-era veteran benefits coming to a close (those
released before June 1966 will lose their_benefits in June 1976), the
question of what effect the loss of these benefits will have on future

—-*-“~n~—‘w~u4~_Veteraﬂmenrellﬁeﬁt:ismraised?-~A~sharp~drep~in“enrelkment~cou%dwcieafew-~~ R
problems for college policy makers in planning for future enrollment and
adjusfing budgets for loss of income from smaller ADA figures.

Santa Ana College administered a questionnaire to 4,350 veterans en-
rolled in the Spring of 1975. The main purpose of this questionnaire
was “to determine the future enrollment plans of veterans. The data is
summarized in Tables 1 and 2. The questionnaire was returned by 1,299
vetefans; This represents a 29.9% rate of return. Of those responding,
469 (36.1%) veterans were discharged before June 1966, and will lose
their benefits June 1976. \

Of the 469 veterans discharged before June 1966, 269 (57%) stated =~

they plan to enroll in Fall 1976 after their benefits stop as compared to

the 496 (59%) reported by 830 veterans with continuing benefits.
This was not what was expected. It was generally believed that the

return of veterans losing their benefits would decrease.at a faster rate
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than those veterans whose benefits continue. It was possible, however,

that Korean-era veterans were not completely aware of the cut-off-date,
: but the yetgrans' Office believed this was not the case.

Although the reported data indicates that veteran enrollment will
not greatly be affected by students already enrolléd, the potential
market of veterans will decrease. ‘153 (37%) of the responding new vet-
erané (Tables 3 and 4) were veterans who were dischargeé‘before 1966.
Of.the 1505 new veterans for Spring 1975, a projected 557 were veferans
whose benefits will discoﬁtinue in the Fa11_1976.

" : All things remaining normal, an estimated drop of approximately
500 veterans in the Fall 1976, and an additional 400 drop in the Spring,
1977 would be projected at Santa Ana College based on the reduced market.

. _It should be noted a large number of veterans live in Orange Courty

. (62,000), and with a changing job market, and what Congress may do with
the veteran benefits in question, the future enrollment of veterans could
change in different directions.

The main impact of the projected drop in veterans would be experi-
enced in work experience and television courses where, respectively, 82.0%
and 68.5% of the students enrolled in these courses in the Spring 1975

were veterans.
DISCUSSION OF DATA AND FINDINGS
Exhibit 1 is a copy of the veterans' questionnnaire mai ed to all vet-

erans enrolled at Santa Ana College during the 1975 Spring Semester. The

total veteran enrollment during this semester was 4,350 students. From

this popuiation, 1,299 veterans returned a completed questionnnaire. This




is a 29.9% rate of return. Therefore, the statements of the students in
the sample can be considered statistically valid and represent the entire
population with the maximum probability of error being 3%.

The organization of the Discussion of Data and Findings is arrénged
to first discuss each of the questions individually,.then to synthesize

the major observations of each question.

Dates Released From Service (Question 2)

The dates that veterans were released from service are divided into
eleven groups. The first group includes all veterans discharged before

June 1966. The next ten groups are veteran discharge dates divided into

_one-year_ increments from June 1966 to June 1975. The headings in Tables

1 and 2 show this" grouping. It can be seen from the data in Table 2 that

v

veterans are scheduled to lose their educational benefits June 1, 1976.
The number of veterans in the other 10 groups is approximately the same
except for the last group (discharge after June 1975), which has only 10

veterans.

Approximately How Many Months of

Benefits Have You Used? (Question 3)

For purposes for planning veteran enrollment, the number of months of
benefits that veterans reported that they had used was converted into the
number of months of benefits left. A study of the data in Table 2 shows

that the majority (85%) of veterans have eleven or more months of benefits



left. This holds true for all eleven groups shown in Table 2. Tables 3

and 4 show that the majority (55.0%) of the veterans discharged before

Juné 1966 have completed just one or two semesters. ‘In addition, 88.4%

of these veterans have 16 or more months 6f~benefits léft. It appears .
unlikely, therefore, that over 88% of these -Korean-era veterans will be

able to fully utilize their education benefits.

How Many Total College Units Have

You Completed? (Question 4)

An analysis of the data in Table 4 shows that the number of units
completed by veterans is consistent with the number of semesters they

__*_,,__,#»ﬁd,h‘ay_e._a,t.‘chen_de_d.,‘_the, coldege,

How Many .Semesters Have You Attended

Santa Ana College? (Question 5)

Statistics in Table 4 show that 53.4% of veterans have been enrolled
at Santa Ana College for only 2 semesters. Also, 74.5% of the veterans

have been at Santa Ana College for two years (four semesters). These

numbers appear to be consistent with the persistence rates that one would

expect to observe of all students at Santa Ana College.

How Many More Semesters Do You Plan to

Attend Santa Ana College? (Question 6A)

5

The median number of additional semesters that veterans plan to
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enroll at Santa Ana College is two. Approximately 60% of veterans will be

enrolled at Santa Ana College for 2, 3, or 4 additional semesters.

Which Semesters Do You Flan to Enroll? (Quéstion 6B)

Quesfion 6B is the most important qﬁéstion in this survey. Its main
value is in predicting veteran enrollment in future semesters. Data in
Table 2 shows that 90% of the veterans enrolled at Santa Ana College plan
to enroll in the Fall Semester, and 84% in the Spring 1976 Semester. In
both 6f these semesters, veterans discharged beforé June 1966 plan to en-
roll at higher rates than veterans discharged after June 1966. In Table 4
these statistics are presented. The higher enrollment rates seem to in-

’diggpgrghgpwxqgganfera veterans are aware that their benef;ts Q§Piggm;p”w

June 1966 and wish .to utilize théir'benefits within the next year.

To fortify this observation further, a smaller percentage of veterans
discharged before June 1966 will continue their enrollment in the Fall
Semester 1976 than veterans discharged after June 1966. In other words,
57.4% of the Korean-era veterans state that they will enroll in this sem-
ester, while 59.8% of all other veterans currently enrolled at Santa Ana
College will enroll in the Fall 1976 Semester.

It is also interesting to note, as shown by thg data in Table 4, that
the persistence rates for veterans group by semesters t;mpleted at SAC
are approximately the same. This is true for Korean-era veterans and
post-Korean-era veterans. The persistence rates do decline slightly as
the number of semesters completed by veterans increases, but it is not as
large of a decline as would be expected. This is possibly resultant from

the majority of veterans being part-time students, thus taking more than

L




four or five semesters to complete their educational objectives.

The statistics in the tables presented in this report show that 84%.
of the veterans currently enrolled at Santa Ana College plan to continue
their enrollment for two more semesters. With Korean-era veteran benefits
expiring in June 1976, it is difficult to determine whether or not these
veterans will desire to continue their education in the future at their
present rates of enrollment. Statistics in Table 4 report that 57.4% of
Korean-era veterans plan to continue their education at SAC during the
first semester that their benefits expire. Apparently, those veterans who
are already énrolled in college plan to continue their education even though
their benefits will expire. But it only stands to reason that Korean-era

veterans will not start their education after their benefits expire in June

1976. Therefore, Korean-era veterans enrolled should take a sharp drop’ in o

the Fall Semester 1976 because those veterans who are not presently enrolled
in college will have no immediate monetary incentive to pursue a college

education.
CONCLUSIONS

The main conclusion that can be drawn from the analysis of the veteraﬁs
questionnaire is that veterans who lose their benefits-in June 1976 wifl
continue their education for approximately the same length of time as those
veterans whose benefits will continue. A reduced ndﬁber of Korean-era vet-
erans will begin their education after June 1976 becguse there will be no
monetary incentive for them to do so.

The analysis also showed that veterans tend to have high persistence

rates. It was discovered that 90% of the currently enrolled veterans plan




to continue at Santa Ana College next fall and 84% of these veterans will
enroll in the spring. Translated into numbers; 3,915 of the 4,350 veterans
enrolled in the Spring Semester 1975 will continue their education in the
Fall Semester 1975, and 3,654 of the currently enrolled veterans will en-

roll in the Spring Semester 1976.




SANTA ANA COLLEGE
VETERAN QUESTIONNAIRE

(" Dear Veteran, )
Please take a minute to answer the
following questions and drop the card

in the mailbox.

1. Your Santa Ana College perm number.
’ L. R |
* If you can't remember your perm
number, please give us your name
and we will look it up for you.

2. Dates of Servicg:

Entered: | _, 1 4 ]
Year Month

Released: | f e
Year Month

3. Approximately how many months of
benefits have you used? ] |

4. How many total college units have
e it __you_completed?  (Include this Y.

semester) ! )

5. How many semesters have you at-
tended Santa Ana College? (Include
this semester)

How many summer sessions?

6. How many more semesters do you
plan to attend Santa Ana College?

|

Check those that apply:

Fall 1975
Spr1ag 1976
Fall 1976

ﬂe“n% : Spring 1977
' Fall 1977

TrrCoee

Spring 1978

EXHIBIT ONE

11
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TABLE 1 (Cont'd)

ON THE SANTA ANA COLLEGE VETERANS QUESTIONNAIRE

FREQUENCY OT RESPONSES TO SELECTED QUESTIONS
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‘ SANTA ANA C ".LEGE
PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES TO SELECTED QUESTIONS
ON THE SANTA ANA COLLEGE VETERANS QUESTIONNAIRE
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\ § Zero to 5| 6.8 {10.3] 9.5{ 7.6} 11.6} 3.3| 7.81 O 0 0 0 6.4
j 6 to 10 9.0 |14.7 | 20.2| 9.5| 8.9] 7.8|\ 4.4 4.3] 1.1| O© 20.0 8.3
QL 53 11 to 15 | 10.9 {17.6| 6.0} 12.4] 7.1} 8.9f{11.1]11.7| 2.1] O 0 9.2
§ % 16 to 20 | 11.5 {10.3|15.5¢18.1| 21.0| 26.0 22.2{17.0{11.7| O 10.0 | 14.4
§ z 21 to 25 [12.2 | 8.8| 9.5} 12.4] 15.2] 17.8}18.9|13.8|17.0} 1.2} O 12.6
3 z 26 to 30 |19.0 {19.11]23.8|21.0} 19.6| 18.9| 25.6| 31.9|43.6| 18.1}|50.0{ 22.9
E 31 & above | 28.8 |14.7 { 15.5| 19.0] 17.0{ 17.8| 10.0| 21.3 | 24.5| 80.7 | 20.0| 25.9
o
5 % Zero to 16 | 33.0 [20.6 | 23.8 ] 25.7] 20.5) 22.2| 24.4 | 23.4 | 26.6 | 54.2|40.0| 29.0
g E% 17 to 32 | 20.3 |20.6119.0}14.3|20.5]21.1|21.1}19.1|36.2}21.7]10.0]| 20.9
E Sl 33 to 48 |14.3 {23.5|20.2|21.0]17.9] 21.1{22.2| 9.6|21.3|16.9]30.0| 17.5
g; § 49 to 64 |10.4 | 7.4|16.7]12.4}15.2{16.7|11.1|17.0| 7.5] 1.2| O 11.3
Sl over 64 |21.7 |27.9]20.2]26.7|25.0|16.7]21.1}19.1] 8.5| 6.0] 2.0 20.2
One 31.3 {26.5 1 22.6 { 28.6 | 20.5| 25.6 | 21.1| 29.8 | 33.0} 54.2 | 30.0 | 29.7
Two 22.4 116.2 1 27.4116.2126.8 | 24.4) 26.7)24.5|35.1]20.5(.30.0| 23.7
Q Three 10.0 {10.3{ 5.6 8.6|11.6| 8.9|14.4} 8.5|17.0] 7.2} © 10.2
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@#|  Eight 3.0 1.5] 1.2] 1.0| 2.7{ 3.3| 1.1} 2.1| © 0 10,0 2.1
Over eight| 5.3 | 5.9111.9| 7.6 8.9{ 2.2| 5.6 | 2.1{ 0 2.4 0 5.2
* The sum of the percentages may not add to 100% because of rounding and deletions
of questionable data
TABLE 2
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