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Bureau whd edited Captive Voices, The Report of the Commission
of Inquiry Into HiEE School Jo 3511,.. tive VYoices was -.
Kenneay-KEmoF!

sponsored and‘bonyened by the Robert F,

i r .
wh R -

.
5.LED EXAIT,Y AS RELE VED FROM . T—m— TR

g




- LosAngelesTimes .

- Sy WASHINGTON BUREAU
August 2, 1974

FOREWARD - ¢

High school journalism needs all the help it can get. That'sg
why the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial convened the Commission of.
Inquiry into ngh school Journalism. And that'ShWhy I undertook
‘the task of comolang and writing the Commission's report,
published in Qhook form under the title, "Captive Vpices:"

That s algo why I'm taking a few moments away from wrltlng
about 1mpeachment for the Los Anqeles Times to write a brief
foreward to David Clement Henley's Study of the Educ.tional
3ackgrounds o§ Journalism Teachers in Galifornia Public High

" Schools. . - ) ///// E

Henley's )flndlngs on a state b;sis closely parallel the
national findings of the COmm15510n of Inquiry. 1In essence,, he *
and the commission found that tne guality of high. school journalism

+'is low and-th.t journal;sm instructors generlly have llttle or
no special education or professional experien¢e to, quallfy them
for their rofes.
! < - ’ :

Surveys,}as reported $n "Captive Voices," indicate that
"a majority of teachers and advisers not enly have little or no-
journalism bgckground but’ have relatfvely little interest in
taking theim; jobs in the first place.. Less’ ,than half the teachers ,
surveyed by the Commission- had eifher more than twelve hours of
college prepérltlon or experiencé in journalism. 4Only*62 per cent
8f them had qequested their a551ghments." ‘ . ' - .

i

Henley, with a background as a profe351hnal joufnalism as
well as.a college Jourhallsm instructor, has compiled a study e
that shows in even more detail the shortcom;ngéﬁof high school
Juurnallsm education in Callfornla. .

Desplte the increaced importance of communric.tdons in today s

. complex.world, high school journalism continues to be badly

neglected not nly by my own field of professinnal journalism,
but by ‘l'enley's fiéld of education. I hope his findings will
be taken seriously by my field as well as his.

{

, Jack Nelson
K . . Washington Bureau
Los Anqeleﬂ Times
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Perhaps at no:other time-in this mAtion's history have. -

R

the profession of journalism and the role of mass media
- in American society been so wiqely discussed and debated,
Some Americans believe the American.media is at faﬁlt‘
for‘many‘of the cquntry{s ills and that the press is =~
greatly biased against the current 1eadership and
.traditional American political processes. Others feel-the
press is d1rect1y responsible for the’ exposure of alleged

<

shortcomlngs in the nation's foreign anﬂ\domes i
>

policies
. and the present nationalladministratiwn; '
RegandleSS of how one feels towagrds the d_iTIt}.an
effectiveness of the mass media in the United ‘States, it

S

is a fact ‘that the study of journalism in more gpular today

than at any time since the formal introduction o high school"

Journallsm courses began in the early 1900's, Journallsm at

the college and university 1eve1 is also growing each year. B
Althou;h studies of high school Jonrnallsm teachers in

.California Vis-a-vis their~educationa1 and professional p

qualificatlons are non-existent, surveys taken of faculty in '

ral other states show that thenxagorlty/of these teachers

ave llttle or no professional Journallsm/expericnce>and little

‘or no-academic journalism background, 7 : ‘ -
”

Kﬂthorities on high school Journalism educatlon, such as

the Secondary School Dlvision of the Association for'Dducatlon
DI A * |
in Journallsm, the Journallsm Eaucation Associatlon,Fvarlous

state press associations such as the.California Newspaper ’ -
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Publishers Association, Quill and Scroll, tﬁe'NeWSpapor fund,

'and,Jmost recently, the Captive Voices report of the Robert

F, Kennedy Memorial inquiry.into high school journdllsm,
have stated that ‘the hl“h school Joarnallsm teacher must e
be adequately prevared both profc991onal and acaderlcelly

\‘ro teach Journallsm, . - -

¢ Althoughll‘t is recognized that cother facgbor_sgr_nay impiade"' )
instfuctipn of journalism.aé the-sedondary school level -

- such a§ censorchip, lack of funds and equipment, and lack |

-

¢

niristrative support and interest -- most obscirvers of

of a

most important factor,

7’

The writer cans to .the cunclusion that an invesgtigation
' into the backgrounds of Callfornla hle schoo] Journallsm

teachers would be apprOprlate now bevause the State unpartncrt

~

of uducetlon currently is preparlng new credentral requirenerts

for subjects taught in the sta.e’s hl‘h schools. bpnto-d.te

inlformation ca the status of Joarnallsm w11 be presented

at the time: this paper is discusged atvthe San Diego AJE.J,

R Y

meetlng. *': ' = - .
_ This study bas tndertaken 1n April and } iay of 1974, It

ut{lized a two-page, 52-item questloanalre wh:eh was mailed 'to
300 high school journalism teachers in the state. They were
seJ=c+éd by’raﬂdom sarpling, They represented 78 per cent of
the es 1mated 682 who teach at’ schools with enrollments cf ‘

© 1000 or more. Schools this 51 s Were chosen because many ‘
smaller schools offer no ‘Ermal Journellsm ims truction, A
‘total of 76 questlonnalres were returned to the writer, and
15 of thése, or 52, G’per cent of the total, were dcemed

sable for tabulatlon punposes. : T
~ » '1 ’ Ty
0
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Follow1ng are conclusions bascd on the flndlngs.

-

; ) 1. Only 34 of the 158 teachers (or 2i percent)
were journallsm majors as wundergraduates.
2. dhly 15 of the 1538 tcacners (or .é4 percent)
were jeurnalism minors.
3./ More than onc—thirn of-the 138 had rececived
no journalism training hhatsoever as an undergraduate,
'and‘nearly a third recelved.nnnlmal undergraduate tralnlng.

4. Of the 88 teachers uho have master's degrces

onlyv$\have these in Journallsm. These 9 represent

,¢57 percent of the total 158 and 10 percent of the 88

figure.

5. Only 19 percent of the 158 had taken any
Journallsm whatsoever in their graduate work.
! 6. Approximately 25 percent.reported they had
no-professional Journallsm experlence at all.
P 7. 0Of those “no reported some Journallsm expe-
rience, only 25 percent had experience uhich could be

considered professional. The rest stated their journalism

expérience was gained solely at-the high school and

.collegiate and university level.

»

8. The overvhelming majorityJof the 138

respondents stated it was their bersonal opinion that

. /
high school journalism teachers in California should

“have a minimum of a journalism minor and/or meaningful

journalism experience. It should be noted here that

‘this journalism minor and/or journalism expéricnce was




the minimpm they listed. Many said the teachers should

have majors in journalism, master's degrees in jouyrnalism, .

b4

. . . .‘ > «N .,vv"l. . ‘ . -
and significant journalism experience.
>

9. Most of the teachers said they rccognized

. their lack of journalistic educational and profcssional -

. -
experience. iy

~

10. These tcachers said they desire greater -
education and training in baéic_journalistic-subjpcts,

such as beginnihg newswriting, layout and editing.
L
photography, journalism law, history, radio and television,

3 . N
news,}and coursework in the mass media. vk

¢
- o

Recommendations

.

The findings'of this study iqdicate that
journalism.teachers in California's publ&b high sbhobls.
lack the minimum qualification for teaching the subject.
The literature indicates that othe} factors may impede
instfuction of joﬁrﬁaiism at the sec;ndary level. If
undue cenborship.ig.impéscd by administrators on -
journalism teachér;;and their studénts, or there is
a lack af adminiétrapive support and interest for
journalism courses‘at the'hiéh échool levef, and if )
funding and adequate equipment are not available; the
programs will suffer. These aspects, ho;éver, have
not heen a subject for study in this work. '

I ‘.i's this writer's opinion that “the’sing.le
most impo}%éht éontributor to the, journalism programs”
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. are the teachers themselves. . ' -

1
4

= - The follow'inn~ recommendations are made as a

.

]
1
|
|
?
;
J
result of ‘this study and the review of the llterature. - _,J

1. The Callfornla certlflcatlon reualrements

for teaching Journallsm at the secohdary school .level e
\ . v -

should inclnde a’ deOP or minor in jour-alism.

[

. 2. .Those decsiring to teach journalism who do

\" " . L .
not possess 4 jowndlism major or-minor may be exempted

from this requirement.if they (a) can prove siénificant

professional journalism experience, or (b) can pass a.
written and oral exrmination of the type which could
. be given a jqurnalism major or minor at the undergraduate

level, or-(c) have a master's degree in journalism. The . —

requirements’for a and b would be determined and admin- .

1stered by a commission of Journallsts app01nted by the -

A

California‘Commission on Teacher Llcenslng.

3. Statewide journalistic groups, such as the

California Newspaper Publishers Association and local ~ -

‘press clubs, and nationwide journalistic grdups, such
as the Association for Education in Journalism, Sigma
Delta cr;, and Theta Sigma Phi, should take an active

interest in high school Journalism education. Utilizing

their community leadership roles and their'traditfonal
"power of the press,” these groups should meet w1th the
State Department of Education, leglslatlve education

commlttees, local school boards and super1ntendants and

journalism teachers themselves in ah effort to upgrade ’

‘ h N -

T oa
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journalism teachers. Scholarships and living expenses
i AT .
-——— _for these tcachers’yho ta'.e advantage ol the courses .
- 4

- should be partlally borne by local »ress clubs,

journalistiz groups and school districts. - - |
———— Y . . - 1
3
- — 5. School administrators and principals should - 1
, . r') 3
».\ - R . . . .ni_; o
refuse to hire teachers who do not meet minimum-cualifica~ W k
- B .aﬁ .
. L= t. . %
b ) . tions for teaching journalism. X
! . o .
' 6. Teacher: not pdssossing these minimum %
L o . . c——. -
- qualifications should be encouraged to upgrade their - >

professional and academic expertise.

_ 7. Teachers refusing to upgrade fheir profes- ‘ i
A ;

sional and ccademic journalistic expertise should not._

be advanced on: salary schedules.

8. Journalism teaching should be a full—tlme /

- v

r// position for at least one teacher at all public high

__schools of 1,000 or more enrollment. Advising the school

o

publlcatlons, helplng "put out” the school publlcatlons L .
5
at the prlnt shop, and other ancillary duties related

to journalism should be considered by administrators as »

; "teaching" just as if the tcachers were carrying out ‘ .

thesq responsibilities in the traditignél one—hbur,élass—

room setting. . ' %
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bistribution of 158 California High School Journalism

Teachers and Their Undergraduate Majors

T

e

Undgrgraduate Major

Number of Teachers

ST T T

English ‘
Journalism -
History
Literature o
. Education - -
Language arts
Political sciengé-
Business administration
Physical education
- Business education
French,
“Geography
Phtlosophy
« . Speech - .
© . Speech-communication s
Advertising _ R T
American studies ‘O
Anthropology .

LN

< Art

Creative writing :
Drama L . R -
Economics - ot .
English-Italian ¢
Home economics
Humanities
Liberal arts
. Psychology"
" 'Religion
Social sciences
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Dlstrlbutlon of 158 California ngh School Journalism ™
. Teachers and Their Undergraduate Mlnors

) . »

Q

Undergraduate Minoy . N Np&ber\of'Teachers

English” .. 39
History ’ 25 -
None R T, 14
Journalism 15
Social ,sciences:’ ' . ot 8
Education 7
Social studles 7
Art - 3.
French 3
= Physical education 3
Political scierice 3
¢ . EcgnOmlcs 2
German ' 2
Langudge arts ' . \ . 2
N Philosophy ) v - 2
: - 2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

4

¢

Russian ‘ : ~
Science -
Sociology .

Spanish

Speech

Art history . . .
Behavioral sciences . -
Business administration .

Chemistry

v

Criminology ’

- English-journalism :
French-history
Geography : .
Health ' .
Home economics . kY
Music '
Phllosophy—reilgldn
Psychology
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Distribution of 88 of the 158 California Hi
Journalism Teachers Who Have Mdster's Degrees . = = °

¥

|
|

d

*h School .

: Subject of Master's Degree

A

Number of Teachers .

.Education .
‘s Engligh
“'ﬁ, Journalism ..

. Literature
‘History -
American studies’

P Business education

. . Creative writing ~

o’ Economics
Geography
Human .béhavior
Photography
Physical education
Semantics
Slavic languages
Theater arts. '
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