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Multi-Media Instructional Materials for Child .
Cevelopment/Parent Education Programsl
\ \
\

. -

Increasingly the realization has been that the optimal growth

ang development of young children begins with the growth and dglelop-
N Y
ment of their parents. One,result of such an emphasis is the expansion
4 -
] . ’ .
of programs in child development and parent education.
, .
Some of these programs exist at the secondary school level, in °
~ [ ] N
laboratory preschool settings, elementary schools, community preschools

.-~ or hospitals where students gain first-hand experiences with young

childrgn. Addi¥ionally, there is.expanding evidence of programs for
kd

1] ¢ - .

parents in college curriculum, adult education and ?;hé; community-~

¢ .

- ~ ' ) :-4
based courses. ok

4

» . ’ . . !) . - . ..
Respdnding to the increase in child dEVEiopment and parent edu-
cation pyograms, a growing number of inStructional materials are ap-
pearing in the form'of filmstrips, films, book§: ete. .

-

.o, R

Use of Instructional Materials in Federal Project

Many of these materia%? for teaching child development and
f R ’
LY

parenting skills are presently in use in New York City and Gary, Indiana,
where junior high s%udehts are participatiﬁg in a federally funded

project called FEED (Facilitative Environments Encouraging Development),
. . . ;
based at Indiana University. «The goal of FEED is to give adolescents

1
-

lThé materials for this article were reviewed for Project FEED
(Facilitative Environment Encouraging Development) based at the Institute
for GMild Study. "This project is funded by Grant #G-0-74-2717 from the
* Bureau for Education- of the Handicapped and is directed by Dr. Gerald
Smith. -

~
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both knowledge about ¢hildren (especiall} infants) and skills for
N e ’
!
interacting witd them. The "enwironments" in which the interaction’ , S

occurs are practicum centerg where students can spend time with young

chiddren and their. caregivers -in preschool centers and hospitals. We- -
reviewed these maﬁgrial7~£or use in the junior high school classrooms.
. ’ ' . .
. Although it is too early for formal analysis of the effects of
. . Y . " .
the project anivalthough we cannot yet isolate the effects .of the ma-
‘ . ) ‘ )
terizls themfelves, anecdotal feedback indicates confirmation of positive ..
. 2 e e . ‘ tL .
results reported by similar programs. y In the academic area, a reading

I
teacher has noted an increase in one student's vocabulary memory. And

.
I3 N

perhaps the most observable change is the enthusiastic atE}tude of the

¢ B
students for ﬁhé program: one_spudent who missed the bus to the practi-

cum site ran all the 16 blocks from the school to the site so he
wouldn't be too late to barticipate. Parent training seems to have
benefits not only to the young children of these future parents, but

also to the students themse%ves in the present. . .
’; : L M . . N

v

Goals and Objectives Guide Selection

.

While ihe'specific goals and objectives will vary from program

to program, certain general patterns of knowledge, skills and.attitudes

can be identified as particularly felévant for child development/parént
. education programs. Examples‘of suchi general goals*and objectives in-
L .
clude: ) .
A *
1. To demonstrate understanding of the patterns of growth

* and development in humansl particularly during the

% .
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’ formativée years.” ' i .
) 2. Tg work .and relateseffectively with young children. . 4 .
?
' 3. To recognize that the environment ean fagélitate t@e . e
N .’ . child's develppmég% and that the ;aregiv;;tcan.play's; ; .

- L
. tv o~ .

.

s . .
critical role in this developmental process.

In gchieving such generél goals, the emphasis 1s both on the ’

.

7role,one will play aé a future parent as well as orf the implicaticns

for being an effective humar being today. ~The potential for self-

understanding throtgh observation and actual(expe;ienceé with young

children is considerable, Positive self—cbdceﬁt also is enhanced as

g

. " a result of the self-esteem that comes through the realization that

.

) _one is serving a valuable role and is a needed helper of young children.

As we hawe found in the FEED ﬁroject, direct involvement with

“m

real children in real situations appears to be critical to the actuali-

zation of the above goals and ebjectives.

Criteria for Selection of Instructional Materials - -

With the profusion of’mgterials now available concerning young
children, the selection process requires the development of criteria
congruent with the goals and objectives of one's program. The materials

¢
selected for the FEED project as well as for this review were chosen

-, on the basis of several criteria: .

. -
N -

' . 1. The contgn%“reflécts‘a developmental approach.
Lo : %
2.t Learning is'characterized by an active, doing approach,

A

. 3. The content is mﬁaningfﬁlly related to practical on-site

! and, at-hdme experiences of students.
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4. The process develops skills in critical thinking and”
\ sindyctive reasoning.
5. The materials depicta variety of life styles.. v

6. Topics are selected which can be appropriately covered
in realistic time periods.
. - L

_The content reflects.e developménta&f%@préach. We believe the

. , >

ﬁosﬁ effective par

ts are those who match theix responses to their-

chi}dren's needs /and interes#s with an understanding of the develop-
'V - Id

meétalrleyel off the child. Thus, materials were selected that sought

-

tend to clarify and reinforce learnings. In the materials we

»

lected, this participation might take such forms as discussion,

role-playing, decision-making, or planning.

! The content is meaningfully related to practical experiences.

The instructional materials we evaluated highly were those that built

upon or introduced real problems and experiences in terms of content

|or process skills. Students are then better able to identify with

tthe material and in turn translate their learnings to,reality.

v

* The‘process develops skills in critical thinking and inductive

- ’ . .
reasoning. Probing materials which challenge students to solve prob-

lems foster involvement, while a "step-by-step," "how-to-do-it" approach

- - /7

N

[}
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can too réadiiy alienate students or place them in an observer role.
< ‘ ) ©t
It is felt that an inductive approach, whereby students generalize A

concepty from specific examples or experiences will facilitate aware-

ness and -application of learning. . ) .

.

The material depicts a variéiy of life styles. Since parenﬁing A I3

is é‘very'Han to earth process, these€ training materialé sample &
y . L
cross-section of, life styles to convey concretely to studenfs that

good parenting skills come in a variety of styles, dependent upon the

» . .
sub-culture représented. . N

: ¢ ’ o ! : ’
tooe / Topics are selected 'which can be appropriately covered in

~

realistic time periods.. Many of the materials we previewed ﬁnied
- ..

to say too much, i.e,, the content-was too general or the length of ~
time required to cover the material was wunreasonable, Preferred '
materials broke down concepts into smaller units-that were logically

seguential and presented them in a varied format. .

- -
-

The six criteria together p?eéent a formidablelstandard of

suitability. However, each of the packages dogg not necessarily-

meet all &riteria, For example, the booklet Play and Learn is a

collection of ideas for homemade toys arranged in order by age of the

infant in months. The ideasvas they stand alone do not meet the

-

process criterion of developing skills in critical thinking and in-

* ductive reasoning. However, after a student h;ﬁ,made and experimented *

with several kinds of toys on several ages of children, he or she

e

-would have.thgginductive raw materials’for reflecting and making con-

-~ ~

clusions about toys that are good for children and about the progreésion

l‘ v 3
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of infants developmentally. §
The Role of the Teacher ) v ‘

— p—— — —
L3

Beyond the satisfaction of selection critesia, we feel that * ~

‘ the success of* each of ¥hese :sets of materials is dependent upon the / ¢

h ]

\ pregence of a éregtive, sysmipathetic teacher who can, for gxample,'

entourage the inductive process mentioned abqyé by asking stimulating

- « . ’

questioné based on the practical experiences_of the student. The

necessity of a good teacher is in no way a devaluation of the matérials,

»

but is a part of our’ professional phi;osophy of, teaching.
/ L '

oy




Eiploring Childhood. Educational Development Center. Sotial, Studies '

I~

~N T

. . . \
Program\~15 Mifflin Place, Gambridge, Mass, 1973. Basic Packagey

$1800.00. . .

3\,

[

-
.

SCOPE: Exploring Childhood is a program design%g t6 teach
child development through a multi-media approach and actual -
fieldwork experiences wi%h young children, The program is

divided into three modules, each of which combines learning ° e

y 7

about youngiqhildren with awarénes§ of self and'one's own
d;velopment. While egch module is organized aroung a centrgl .
theme, the seguéncing'of thsfmodules and tke materials within
them is left’éo the discretion of the teacher. .y 4
CONTENT: Hodule One. Vodule one, called "Working with Children,”
provides 1ntroductory materials with three basic obJectlves. ’
(1) to develop coping skills in the students for thelr relatlonshlps' :
with young children, (2) to build student teams “for 1né1v1dual ‘
responsibility and group support, and (3)‘to set up practicum
experiences. : ~ LT
gégglg Two. Module T&o, called "Seeing.Development," present;
general concepts and ways of learning aboué the gfowth and
development of youné children.” "By studying children's play,
\hrt, sense of self, and understanding of the world, students .
come to understand patterns of developmentz ways that individuwal
differences ménifest themselves, and roles they can play ih
s;ﬁporting the growth and development of the children in their
'care"n(Exploring Childhood Program Overview and Catalog of

\

Materials, p. 12).

“
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) Module Three. Module Three, called "Family and Society," “

looks at socialization of young children: at home, in the

-
) ‘e .

A ks
MAIN USE: Thi§'multi-med%i/g§2kage is designed as a one- or -

community, and in society. N

P two-year course in ¢hild development knowledge and skills, The - '

-~

‘'wealth of materials (23 booklets, 4 posters,.l newsbaper, LN

. 6 records, 1 filmstrip,sand 2b«films in the current edition)

. presents a considerable task to the teacher for organizing a
-~ program and selecting materials. ‘
- - " - Infant ‘Education Videotapes. HEgh/Scope Educational Research: Foundation,

vy -
* 1

Infant Education Department, 127 Hurobn Street, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197,

- Entroduction ﬁé the Program. The infant Education Videotaﬁei .
. ’ {; dividea into three series: (1) Child Developﬁent, . o,
. , ‘ N A
J ¢(2) Parental Support of Early Learéing, and (37 Home
‘ \;fsitor Training. The first two series are more® . : )
wt; valuable from a chila develoﬁment approaéh. IA saméiing
- ‘ . from 10 t;pes, we selected three for review, as

Y -

"representative of tQF two series. Since each tape
is composed of many short episodes, we recommend
. ‘ A , ,
- viewing them in small segments to facilitate .

. follow-through discussion.

A Special Kind of Mother (1k minutes) - T

A 3

SCOPE: One mother comments on her interaction and relationship
with her infant. ' - ’
~ CONTENT: In short segmentsﬁ'each illustrating a different way’”

of responding to a child's needs and interests, a mother plays-

1

ERIC | oo 10
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'

y o .
- MAIN USE: To ill%strate'a fairly successful interaction

.
‘«

pattern between child and care-giver. 3

i

* Household Objects‘- Toys for Hearing (17 sminutes) ~

'SCOPE: Bab%es are interested in exploring‘their.world; simplé
.objects from around the home are particularly fascinating play
, b

materials.

CONTENT: Babies at various stages of' infant development are .

-«*

- . seen using similar household objects. .This enables the-viewer
to compare children's use of toys.
"MAIN USE: To promote the use of simple, home-made toys amd to

encourage the discrimination of developmental differences. ’

‘Learning To Talk (25'minutES)

. » - —

- » SCOPE: Cobers'baby's vocalizations from sounds to words., -
¥ .

. - : ’ ’
GONTENT: Tllustr¥ting the different stages™of language development,

-

) the tape shows many interactions between mother and ohild.

- .
> +

. MAIN USE: To illustrate how a mofher's responses can stimulate

-
-

language in children.

Filmstrip Series from Parents’ Magazine. Parents' Magazine, Inc.,
. - y

Department "F", 52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, New York 10017.
X ‘ . . . .

$52,00 per filmstrip set. .. : 4
INTRODUCTION: Parents: Magazine'ﬁas produced a large
number of filmstrip materials in the area of child
development and parenthood, Each set includes four to

five.filmstrips/casseékeg, scripts of narratives igd 3
\ .

teacher discussion guide. "~The sheer number of filmstrips

¥ ‘ -
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(over- 100) makes overlap of concepts a factor that must

-

be considered in selection. The following sets were .

-

selected for review because they offéred a manageable

cross-section of topics with mimrimal repetition.
A Y

Kramer, Rita. The First 18 Months: From Infant to Toddler.

5 filmstrips/tapes, apfroximately 10 minutes éach.

-— z —

4

SCOPE: Knowledge of developmental patterns can help adults "
~ ‘ N

understand and respond to the infant's rapid growth during

-
»

the fiyst 18 months. : ' -~

CONTENT: Each of the five filmstrips looks at a different age
.. f \v.~ ) - *

peri¥fd, stressing individual differences as they describe , N
1

developmental patterns. Y T B

MAIN USE: A good sumA;}y of basic developmental changes. A . . 4
-» .

supplemental chart students work on would erable age-to-age - f_.
comparison. -

w4

Mukerji, Rose. Everyday Problems of Young Children. L filmstrips/taﬁes.

. L d
SCOPE: This four-part series examines common problems of young

“ .

children, focusing on behavioral symptoms as ways of identifying .

underlying causes,

P

— ' - g

CONTENT: Fears, aggression, schodl siXieties, l;ing and e
. Ve

stealing are among the problems presented in case studies.

+

-

MAIN USE:, Students who have encountered similar types of T

\

problems first-hand will benefit most.~.A follow-up discussion
I'd N~
~ .
is needed in order to expand ideas introduced hexe.

~
4 ~ o~
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Plagﬁh’Marguerite‘Beer. The Economics éﬁ Parenthgod. 5 filﬁs@rips/tapesn

SCOPE: .Réalistically'egamines the financial concerns of’middle-gﬂass ’

A
\

~
parenthood.
CONTENT: Information is offered on budgeting, insurance K

selection, saving, shopping. Addltlonally, the cost of pregnancy, :

da

Vo,
childbirth, and proV1d1ng for food, clothlng, medical attention to. *

.
'

ana ‘education is ‘included, )

-~

, -

MAIﬁ-USE: Prior review of script and discussion guestioms will
> bt ‘ )

help teacher determine:

,

(1) which.filmstrips are most appropriate

. LA
for student needs, and (2) the. existence of Value gonfllcts . . ‘1§g§¢
. A R \ »,:_%33-‘
stemmlng from basic middle- tlass or1entatlon. Ll .z o, .
Wihick, Myron. Food and Nutrition. 5 fllmstrlps/tapes.d L

SCOPE: ThlS set of 5 fllmstrlps discusses many aspects of ’T" .

proper and’ improper nutrition. - C P

CONTENT: Recommending what food to eat, especially during

pregnanéy,'the series relates food to body use and illustiatesk

~ “
¢

g
the consequerces of eatlng péorly. ) "

MAIN USE: A very good 1n€/;ductlon or summary to ‘a study of

. nutrition,. AN .

Winter, Ruth. Health and Safety. 5 filmstrips/tapes.
. o. x

SCOPE: Parents are motivated,and instructed heW\to child-preof,
. -

~ s
H

, - J
- ’
~their homes and prepare for accidents. )

CONTENT: 'The basic problem of~éhildheod‘atcidents is presenteé )
* in the conteximaf a young child's curiosity and mobility. Also

. . ’ .
“included are ‘instructions about what to do during a child's

illness or during an emergenecy.

- ' ie

g v oa > 4
s ¢
. .
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v MAIN USE: A good foundation in Safety, accident prevention,
'd

‘ ' . ‘ and health. ° )

-

.Piers, Maria. Love and Identity. 5 filmstriph/tapes.

-

. SCOPE:. Several important problems in early childhood are related
- o ’ £0 the kind and amount of love their parents -give them.

- CONTENT: The series examines (1) the child's need for atténtion,
(2) food and feeding problems, (3) toilet training, and - v

(4) oedipal problems, emphasizing the necessity and value of

v
.

“parental love. . ‘
' . T MAIN'USE: To spark a discfission on the origin of child abuse.
~ .
Gordon, ,Ira. Play and Self-Exprésgion. 5 filmstrips/tapes.

SCOPE: Examines several aspects of play (beyond fun) and its
importance to early childhood.

CONTENT: * After exemplifying the~importamce of different kinds
[N . ‘ P

of play, the series shows how play (1) helps children learng

about themselves and the rest of the world, and (2) promotes

X v

healthy social interactions. -
" MAIN USE: A valuable addition fe a unit on play.
Child's Play and thg,Reél World.. 16mm color ‘film. Sterling Educational

£
. Films, 241 E. 34th Street, New York, New Yprk 10016: $260.00.

*

. SGOPE: An insightful look into the colorful' fantasy world of .,

-
-

children's play.” ’ ’ . .

CONTENTf' Explodes the myth that éhild‘§ play is merely an

"entertaining diversion into make-believe."' Iﬁ a‘well-orgaﬂizéd

and easy “to-follow f;shibn, Millie Almy examines the-sbaées of
. ' . f' ' ‘ '

. | . ’

’ . ! ’ .
a 14 ' :
. :

[ ‘ M -




children's play according to Piaget and their import

ance.tdﬁard

cognitive and social develophent with particular emphasis on ‘

. symbolic imaginative play.-.The cancept of facilitating

T imaginative play through adult or environmental interygntion‘

ais introduced.

MAIN USE: The narrative and supporting visual sequences in

actual,nursery schobl settings make this film appropriate on

L

i : almost any level - from a basic introduction to play to a

play: N

08071. $250.00.

~

k%
-

~  for parents and teachers! . ] -

stages of growth during preschool years.

“

Nova Universityﬁ Ft: Lauderdale, Florida. Booklet, $2.00.

g

ERIC o P 8
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A Young Child Is . . . 16mm color film. Educational Improvemen

N . CONTENT: While the content of the film is not unique, the
. ) approach of the filmmakers was spebial. Their plan was to

observe children in their everyday enviromment and use the
° P

From Birth to One Year: Play and lLearn Program. Mérilyn Segal.

summation of current research interests in the area of children's

t

Center, Glassboro-Woodbury Road, *P. 0. Box 426, Pitman, New Jersey

SCOPE: This %bsorbing film depicts seven ¢hildren’in different

informatidb to discover what children are like and to become

sensitiver to the child's capabilities and needs. A great model

MAIN USE: Fits well into units on observation or developmental

- 'SCOPE: Thié useful bookiet is a perfect resource for parénts

- *

developmental periods from 3.months of age to four and one-half.

-

s,



- ' . : 14

b

of children from birth to one year.
CONTENT: The progress of development, important learnings that
occur in the early months, and special ways parents and others

can help the baby play and learn with simple homemade toys
. v .

"
. AN
are described. - - < o

By
.

*MAIN USE: The clear narraﬁfve and clever use of pictures and

”~

. 11lustrations make this a uniquely valuable resource for anyone

il

working with or legrming about infahts.

N F)
Jenny is a Good Thing. National Audiovisual Center, Washingtom,
. ‘ .

D. C. 20L09.

-

SCOPE:. Illustrates the importance of food and good nutrition

ig the development of positive self-concepts in Head Start

children. - ' —

4 . . ] i
-

CONTENT: Rather than teaching nutritional concepts, this £ilm
shows’ ¢hildren interacting with foods in many different ways:
planting, hafVesting, mafketing, preparing, tasting, eating,
and cleaning up. 1In the fouf‘Hea& Start Centers shown, food

is 2 major part of the curriculum both for its learning and

0y

body-building potential, In delightful clése-ups, the film

shows how children Xearn from manipulation and feel good from

eating. N —~
MAIN USE: As an introduction or summary to units on: (1) nutrition,
or (2) working in the' classroom . . ‘

P

Can You Hear Me? International Fidm Bureau, Inc. (Di§tributor);

-

. 4

332 S. Michigan Ave., Chicags, Illinois 60604. 16mm color, 1968, 26 minutes.

SCOPE: A‘sensitive and informative film which shows how the

16 L N
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' cooperativg efforts;of a family and clinic combine in the

A , &iff&cult,’bué not impdssible, task of teaching a deaf child
N -

language. \ ' . \

CONTENT: Ingrié Bergman narrates the story of a deaf'girl from

the time she is discovered to bg deaf, through her experiences

" at a diagnostic clinic, until her first word. From the clinic,

~

the famzly learns how t@ help Beth Ann learn language. The

Cfilm also shows Beth Ang)at a special nursery.school for deaf

children. The movie ends with an interview with a girl who

graduated from the same nursery school and went ofi to attend

. .

. . puﬁlic dehools and college.

MAZN USE: A "must" in units on stimulatlon, language and

o "

. -

hardicapped chil‘n o

Learning Disabilities. lEmilie,Boyd. €hildhood Resources, Inc.,

4105 North Fairfax Drive, Arlington, Virginia, Slide/cassette, 1971.
‘. - ~— .
W : . -
SCOPE: Presents an introduction to learning disabilities and

how to help children with a leerning disability:

éOﬁTENT: .Part I describes visua%z auditary, perceptual-motor
and languagg disabilities froﬁ the standpoint of behavio;al
signs of these disabilities and the lea;ning difficulties they

/ ~ ®

present. Part II offers concrete suggestions for helping children with

~s -

many types of disabilities. o
L ] »

MAIN USE: Students with first-hand contact with learning

A

disabled children will especially benefit.




