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- Journalism Teacher Training.

" by PAMELA D. YAGLE

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Some university journalism teaching-advising pro-
grams-1r the United States have impfoved greatly
since the 1920, but 1t has taken the last 25 years
to convince college administrators in general that
journahism deserves to a department or school

_separate trom Enghsh | . -

Charles T. Duncan. dean of the Uhwversity of
Oregon School of Journalism 1n 1961, questioned
the sluw degree of improvement 1 yournalism edu-
-cation programs by that year. He recognized a
threat to Job opportunities for skilled journalists

“in some media managers” policy of hiring unquah-
_fied commusications employees who ‘never took a
" yournalism course in their lives, to say nothing of
having majored 1n that field."2 -Duncan yvoiced
particulag concern that inexperienced personnet*
generally sensed no handicap in journalism occu-
pations even though they lacked suth professional
training. * ’

The same weaknesses that occur when hiring .
untrained persons for media jobs can prevail n
college. To prevent these weaknesses. the college
should select former high school _journalism teacher-
adwsers)p teach the courses that prepare- instruct-
ors for yournalism teacher-adviser positions.

Duncan’s dismay about employers hiring ‘aj{nost )

/o Sl

N

The author, a’ former English and joutnahsm -
structor, possesses a BS in English education and a
MSJ from West Virginia University. During four
years at Keyser and Morgantown (West Virginia)
high schools, many of her newspapers earned
All-American and Medallist ratings. :

Mrs. Yagle rcsearchcd\this topic because numergus
student teachers had admutted to her that they were
about to be graduated yet doubted their ability to

- teach journalism or advise publications. These
future educators felt iffadequately acquainted with
journalism fundamentals after completing one
college course ‘in High School Journalism,” They
were supposedly qualified to teach journalism,
however, according to many state and college
certification requirements.

This JEA publication is a distillation of the full
thesis, Jourlalism Teaching-Advising Courses at
West Pirginia University and 103 Other Schools,
which was presented to the faculty of the graduate
school at West Virginia University in May 1975.
Persons wishing more complete information on
this manuscript should refer to the ERIC listing
via the December 1975 Research In Education
.(RIE)- .
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anyone’ for demanding journalism bears notice at
journalism schobls tf,roughout the United States.

Recent Significant JiEd Studies .

John W. Windhagser. Colorade State University
nstructor, and J. W, Click. Ohio Umiversity profes-
sor; have tried to popel the improvement of jour-
nalism teaching-advising programs. In 1971, they
compiled data from*39 of S1 members (76 per
cent) of the Associgion for Education 1n Joumal-
1sm (AEJ) secondary school division and surveyed
superintendents of public instruction i the 50
states and in the Dustrict of Columbia. The team
then discovered that jourpalisni certification guide-
lines 1n only 40' per cent of the states required
publication adwisers to complete a journalism minor’

s (24 to 40)hours .3 Additional data points out ,
that 78 per cent of the 39 college ‘AEJ members
recommended an undergraduate jourdalism major , |
for prospective secandary school journalism teachers, ,
68.5 per cent of the 39 AEJ members agreed that ..
high school journalism instructors should have at ’
least a journalism munor. . Nearly all believed that

-~
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4 ppurnaism educatai’s quaiitications should include
professiopal ‘nedig experience and teachang ability -
The AN membeag pomted to recommended cour-
oxey M d second teachiyg mator, moradw- TV
Foghshio and w o speech Subjgedts judyed miost
' Tessentugd Wor 3 tuiure secondan school journalism
tedcher, in order of need, were copy edining. news
Wrding, a.suney of nusy communiation and sou-
2y newspaper maneup fegiure wanng and photo
graphy . .
Instructor standards in 1971 reflect more Jeie
manding teacher prepatation thgn i 1965, when
. Robert J Crantord accentuated the otten ingde-
©quate awareness and tranipg of jeurnabism teschers.
LOratond geperally was disturbed by the mleading
ampigssions that unguidhfied adviners could cufstc
mn dis¢ussig journahsm’ careers To Cranford’s
dismay, advisers i 19035 did ot néed 1o meet
special requirementy Thiriy of 35 (60”7 per cent)
. ot the statéds sunviyed o that year sudl had perte
’ Tication Q&inue\ requisnng fewer than !‘S hours ot
journalism credit tor teachersadvisers "%y ot 971
(39 pey centy ot the SO stateyand the
Dotrict of Columbiz ~ull dit netaequure 4 journal-
N mdlor or minor tor tature teadhers Oniy oY
€37 per centy of the stards and the Ditnet ot
Columbia demanded that high school journalism
teachers earn_a poumalism major or mmor tor’
c cerufication ) .
Comparing 1965 and 1971 Juta, Wandhauser and
Chiek could denufy only a few mprovements
among_certification requirements, content of high
school Journalism courses surveyed. the number_
of majors and menors wib had become journalism
instrygctors, and siate listy of journahism courses
recommended for futaire sponsors
.Jl N . \
Chick and Windbauser note that the majonty ot
the 490 lngh school=ougnahism teachiers responding <
i a 1972 survey of Ohio, Indiana and Pennsylvania
held that the main goal ot fugh school yournalism -
15 to proddffe pubbications.” However, (hich.ang
Windhauser acknowledge that other journahism stu-
dies completed by firetchen Kemp in [957, the
fudina Committee on High School Journglsmaiis
1965, and Laurence R. Campbell m 1971 'concur
with 807 per cent of the ARJ secondary school W
division smembers who, concluded in 1971 that the
matn purpose of such a=course n the *70s 1s “to
make hagh school students intelhgent cohisumers of
4 the mass media,’ -

Windhauser and Chick have urged. adihitional re-,
search m journalism education by stating
- ~+  Several wiiters have mdicated that the high
school curniculum must and will undergo
drastic revision Bevond finding oilt-what
Ing school joumahism is like today, leaders
and others interested v it should work to
conceptuahize and mmplement -the seconddQry
school journalism or mass conmmunication
*study appropnate for the 19805, )

Dr, Witham Dean. director of student pubhca- -
tions at Texas Tech University. sinulagly has .
* emphagzed the mporfance of educatmng high «
Jschoul journalis teachers to ‘writ, edit.-and ga-
ther news. 10 Taving surveyed 100 High school
Journghsm teachers, 87 high school prcipals, 54
college journalism dedns andfor départment chair- -
\'/mcn. and 74 newspaper editors, Dean recognized
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", wu pussible presenvice tramning programs fof secon

dary school journalesty teachers (a) a teacher cer-
tfication program 1o assst college students whe
have o jourmalsm mator or munor feaclung tield,
and () a hinuted counes approacs 1o expose nbin-
Journalism majars i other teaching programs to
wyeratd journalism couppes, 'L

-»
Instructons sunveyved by Dean were greatly alarm.
ed by the nymber of “ungualificd” advisers g ot
1972 1o teachers responding who had begun
journalisin education careers ay ‘unfualified” advisers
highly retommended requured tertificatgon for ad-
visers - Dean thus created a program and said

, It wouldSsegm to be i order to recommend
that all states need 10 deretop a definite
tedcher certification program for jourmnalism
teachers and publicanions advisers. - Schaols
should not be permutred to merely: give this
responsitbility to an unqualificd person  just
as they would not be pernutted to have an
unqualified_person teach chepusirv or math
or direct the schogl chowr =~
Early Proposals to Improve J-Ed Teacher Training

Despite this wniter’s emphasis on recerit studies
about journalism education. Windhauser. Chick and
Dean were not, the first to propose purposetul
high school purnalism courses and bonafide tran-
ng of |<)urqahsm teachers, - .

Joseph S. Myers, director of the Ohto State
Uriversity Department of Journalism in 1926,
saw the need, for improved nstruction as he la-,

* beled college journalism téachers ‘mostly men with
compartively httle actual office expernience.” With-
out condemning them. .he noted -

Teachers of journalism should combie m
proper proportions practical expérience in
newspaper work, knowledge of It’achjﬂé’

practice and inspirational qualities. . . 3

In 1928, Allen S. Will suggested that future=—
college yournahism professors (who would tran fu-
“ture high school journahsm adwisers) *be required
to have, five years of versatile experience ml1 a
newspaper o1 newspapers of high standing 4 He
also acknowledged that textbooks could Aot ¢com-
pensate or substitute for unquahified teachers. !

.7 George 11 Gallup in 1928 recogmized the rapid
development of high-school publications®in® the
Midwest and on the West Coast during the second
décade of the 20th Century. Gallup, however, * *
attributed the great numbér of faults in these new
newspipers 10, podr supervision (untrainéd teachers)
and called for newspaper production to occur
within a classroom atomgogphere. He said

Journalism has found/a place m the high
school curriculim. /It is there to stay, in
spite of those wlly'snll believe that 1t should
be entirely extracurnicylar. During the early
days of )zigh school joumalism, the work was
entirely cxtrq/cjurrivular. But this plan has
been abandened because gt does not work . . .
Joumalism’work, to be of value to students,
must be carefully supervised. This 15 v
pussible in the case of extra-curricular fourn-
alism

.. Supervisors haven’t the time outside their
regular classwork to mstruct students i the
varwus pMases of journalim. .Stucjerzts won't

»
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‘e take the nme to leamn these things themselves.
_ The (extra-curncular . publication, mstead of
bemg the product of manyv students, i1s the
product of three or four and, m not a few
cases, of the supervisor alone  Publications

put out under this plan are sloppy

.. a course of this kmd 1s necessarv to ,
tirect the efforts of the high school staff.
Manv schools have added courses jn joum- .
‘alistic wniting,

1e class shioreover, is open opuly
to the students who have received the high-
est grades in previous English classes.
Those who would undoubtedly profit much
by leaning to wnte in a clear and concise
wayv are barred

Perhaps 1t would be a wise plan to
urge all ligh schools to requure a one-, wo-
or three-vear course m the essentials of
writig. Journalistic wrniting, or call 1t what
vou will

Out of the course in journalistic wnting
has come the course n journalism, which s
fast finding a place m the curmiculum of the
largest and in some of the smaller hgh
schools  The fears of college professors,
that Iugh schools were. stealing all of their
thunder. have been proved groundless.

Gallup then issued perhaps the first plea for
reorganizing college journalism edugation teaching
goals

. the school or department of jourmalism,
if 1t s to make the most of its opportunities,
must go beyond the mere practices of journal-

1sm- it must _deal more in wdeas and less m

techmques.17 -

The Continuing Need for High-Caliber J-Educators _
«Despite the logic of the abeve statement, journal-
1ism schools have not demanded: the best students
+and the best faculty members.long enough. As
late as 1953. 40 of 115 yournalism instructors at
teachers’ colleges admitted @ Louis Inglehart, now
a Ball State University journalisny professor, that
they were ‘not qualified to teach journalism.” Seven
among the 115 confided that they.had no training
background whatsoever for their posmons

= s/Iatc as 1972, according to Frank Deaver,
only 207 of 5§53 junior colleges (37 per cent) em-
ployed journahsm teachers with the equivalent of
college journalism majors (considéred 30 semester
hours in Deaver’s survey ). At least 112 other jour-
nalism 1nstructors among the 553 scéhools (20 per
cent) had had no academic training 1n journahsm.
The latter ﬁgurc included only~those faculty mem-
bers who Specified ‘no hours’ of traming. Those
who left the answer blank would have increased
the percentage if they had ‘been counted.l

Adwisers, by nature, are destined to cope with
change, and 1t scems reasonable that increased soul-
searchyng followed the 11960 era of student pro-
tests, underground newspapers; and censorship court
cases, such as Tinker vs. Des Moines Independent
School Distnict 0 1969, From this. case, ad-
visers and administrators becamc aware that

. students in school as well as out of
school are persons under the Constitution . . .
fand) do not shed their constitutional rights

?
)

to freedom of spee;ch or expregsion a! the
schoolhouse gate. 2! .

Journalism teachers thereafter became more
vocal about sharning their problems and concerns,
and press association-sponsored ‘help hotlines’
encouraged an open, conscentious attitude toward
journalism teaching problems. )

—al

Certain_sponsors have learned how to prevent
frequent student-teacher clashes, and Robert L.
Tottingham, University of Wisconsin at Madison,
has labeled them ‘catalytic’ advisers. Such persons
activate redctions among-their staff members with- |
out enterng L0o much nto each publication de-
cision ~Zand are understandably rare. Although 1t
1s difficult fo™Beginning advisers to know how to
be catalytic (1.e. when to let students expenment
with their own ideas), more high school yournalism
teachers each-year are learming to delegate ednonal
responélblhty to their students. ] -

.

2z

’ .

METHOD _— .

Four ‘'major experiences led this researcher to
become more curious about college courses offered
for future yournalism teachers-advisers throughout
the United States four years of teachmg high
school English and journalism, supervision of five
student teachers, reading scores of magazine articles
about the task of sponsoring high school publica- ,

- tions, and serving one year as a graduate teaching
assistant 1n ‘High School Journalism’ at West Vir-
ginia University. ’ .

A questiofinatre was mailed to 117 persons
associated with journalsm education and/or high
school journalism instruction 1n the counlry The
Jantary 1973 Journalism. Fducator 23 and the 1973
Newspapér Fund Guide to College and Graduate
Courses Especially for High School Journalism
Teachers and_Publications Advisers together provided
a hist of schools presumably offering practical cour-
ses for future and current adwisers. This writer
says ‘presumably’ because several respondents ad-
mitted that courses in the two gundes have been
defunct for years. .

~ -

-
)

.

The total number of respondents was thus 104
(89 per cent) of thé 117 which reportedly provided
high school journalism-publications advising courses.
Fifty-six instructors (48 per cent) responded to the
June 28, 1973 mailing of a three-page qucstnonn;nre
by the first deadline, July 25, 1973. - Thisty-six
additional instructors increased the response to 92
(78 6 per cent) by the second ‘deadline, Angust

, 1973. Twelve other instructors answered the
surve_y by the final deadline, January 25, 1974.

* Tabulation of data from the questionnaire was.
‘completed by using the Statistical Analysis System
on the West Virginia University computer. Smgle-
and multiple-frequency calculations’ were analyzed
by forwarding input control cards to- SAS. These
cards determined. which variables.were to be anal-
yzed and in which fashion. The resulting statistics
allowed this researcher to report the status of high
school journalism couyses today at the 104 schools.
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SURV[:-Y RESPONSES L) Fightv-eight {eprcscntanvw stated that they
. , . . ’ either now have o are-plamimg high”school jour-
Respondents 104 colleges ardunpersities who ) IH‘I\H] woarses  Fifty departments (57 per cent)
cwalugied thews reasons tor Laving o not haviig . “otfer 4 yournalisme educations sequence at present.
b sdtool jolialisil counes represent 3N states Fourteen schools (16 per cent) see the need for
and the District o1 Combaa - Calitonug leads with "R g _program but are prohibited by the budget -,
12 whoon | Texas tollows with 9, and Induna “irom financing teachers salaries and equipment
and Okiahoma, with o achy ’ o " costs  Fourteen mstructors (16 per cent) say they
N - 2 . ) are not nterested mn a program.tor, future journal-
Liftystour schools (51,9 per cent of the 104 res- ssm teachers or have not had a aall for ate Five
spending)have departments 61 schools of joutnal- " schools (6 per cent) plan” to create a journalism
i that ofter ore cogree m high school journalism education sequenc\within the next year, and the
and advising. twenty-three (22 per cent) provide same number (6 per cent) plan a program withm .
tvo such vourses, winde twelve (S per egnty -, the next five years.
ottered no courses n the subject duning 1973.74 Fo ht schools ind d th i
N (3 6 per cent) schedule three coursés each  ~ he :'IV cight sc lhoos in M]'e de specilic num-
yedr. While ne provides tour,  Surprisingly . tive’ .]” oF frours “Plt err J‘;‘,”"“ 1sm”e uumo? programs.
dupartmcms have flre or more courses- . wenty-five of thesa (52 per cent) have 21-30.
hour programs. thirteen (27 per cent). 31 or more
The most common number of credit hours avail- hours. six (12.5 per cent). 10-20 hours. and four.
anle m high sclool journalism-publications advising 149 hours  Two of the fifty schools with sequences
counework at 91 schools resporading 1 three sem- did not report the specific inumber of hours,
“ester Bowrs or five quarter hours (Al credits .

based on {ig. guarter hidur swstem are wmverted m
)y

this study :\pwu hour equivalents.) A Eighty-mine ot the 104 schools su“ latad the class

rank requirements necessary for enrollees in high

[eading wur the- numhu ot credit hours 1 journ-
& . Nt 38.2
atim education at one school & ¢ college i Ohla- shool journalism classes  Oire third (34 or 38,2 per
homa. which scheduled 32 hours 1 1973.74 «cent) hmut these courses to juniors and septors
Other ~oh )\)I\ \l red by the mastmum number of Other respondents are those 20 per cent who open
er sWhools histe ¢ T er
- : . re4r s 10 1 hrough o1s. « No dou
hours ottered m ther qespective states are Florda, . tl}m Lll;:sse to freshmen throlugh senli rs. « No d lh[
. L7 hours. Michwan. 15, Towa, 13 Wisconsin, 12: these 18- mstructors cannot expect all persons m the
fosg 11, \rkm'\:n‘ 1 Mimmesota. 11, and i 5 class to perform academically with the saure profi-
‘ e JHNS . . .l -
uurlNH . AlL other xchn‘qu rc;';ortcd lw:’) lo‘lc:ls udcmy gpperdassmcn ()lte? a((])mp}clc a;ldmona!]or
- ‘ advanced assignments A third group of respondents
ht)l’lr\‘ mdllmr,h;%\.]?.l]\;ml journahism advising se- (11 or 124 per cent) restricts its hight schoutjourn-
quences during 177502 } ) alism enrollment to jumors, sgnidrs and gradpate .
The majority of Schools surveyed do not offer students. Many of these students thus omplete +
summer ‘workshops. » Tifty-five colleges or umwer- other journalism ‘coues prior to taking an advising
~sies (62,5 per cent of 88 responding) do not v » or publications course. RN
“"I‘]T“:“li“:';i“r cl?le‘{::~\\\:;]rltlll:;»l§;}lcqqhé)l:]lqc ‘ {;7{;([;5’-:- ~ ~ ' Most schools with Journalism ‘educationr programs
‘s‘ | j del The he b oixteen U ¢ . do not thannel majors and non-majors into separate
ars did not comment on the subject. - classes  More than half(ﬁ’ or 59, 8 per Ctnl) note
- Among tle-88 schools achnowledging at least that all types of students enrofl i one group to
one course 1 lugh scliool journalism or advising learn about Journahsm teaching-advising.
Jurmg the regular academic year. more ghan one According to mstructors of callege journalism
2 Ll have 10 to 20 studends 1n a cass. Fifty-nine | © Classes, knowledfe-of teaching procedures Is assumed
((3’ IDN LC“‘I’ f’f the &l“’“lb ”““‘1 h"i‘"’ dl ()rcasonahlc m many classes, but fanuhanty with journalism con-
E‘C‘:]‘”"I’I'S‘:”gl‘m "t’(‘)“;mé ‘s‘:i’(‘i‘::t': :c]r()t.)l;s: th?eccr cepts 1s not  Ten schools (11.5 per cent) hnut ther
. \vhi)OlS. 31.40 studenss. eight schools 3130 stud- advising courses to Journahsm education majors ands
onts. and one school 4150 studems' Gictoen - minors, Enghish majors and language arts education
- 41 ’ - <o majors.

wihools ‘did not specify the average class size.

quh ?» “'::1 ":J 84 schools resp(lmdli\g ;hc moslt ing another question stated that journalism majors

popular book in departments or schools ol journa and non-majyors are registered for the same course.

-~ i using only one text is Scholastic Journalism by . Only three schoals (3.5 per cent)sschedule jpurnalism
Larl English and Clarence Hach  While six schools majors by themselves in teaching-adwising courses.

(7 per cent) prefer thrs ‘book alone, 41 schools (49
per cetit) use a number of texts and reference
books.  Among (hese are Stholashe Journalism,
Press Time by Julian Adams and Kenneth Stratton,
_Creative Commumeations by Jan and Molly Wise-
“man,” Adwvising. Advisers by Carl H. Giles, Teacher’s
Guide to High School Journglism by the Indiana
State Department of Public Instruction, Journalism
it the Mass Media by Norman B. Moyes, et. al.,
Yearbook fditing, Layvout and Management by C.

Simitarly. most. schools do not have course "pre-

—requisites for journalism advising courses. Of 78
sclrools responding to the question, 34 have none.
Because 2675¢hool representatives did not respond,
the author assumes that as many as 60 of 92 schools
do not specify prerequisites for journalism methods
students. [lowever, 14 scheols (18 per cent) do

- -demand courses otlter than newswriting and editing
prior to students taking high school yournalism-ad-

J Medhn, and /nterpretative Reporting by Curtis vising. Twelve schools (15.4 per cent) require news-
MacDougall, Twenty schobls (24 per cent) use . wntlng,}(htlng and other courses.
other teats. Seventeen schools (20 per cent) use Journahism education courses are required for stu-
no texts. ‘ dent teachers majoring or mmoring n journalism at
1] 4 *
Q v ’ .
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56 schools (65 1 per centj among 86 commenting.
‘ Such courses. however. are not mandatory at 30
schoels (349 per cent of those responding.)
Course Content Analysis
) One could say that tuture advisers probably be-
Table 1 Subjects Included in at Least One Joumalism ]
‘ Education Course,School . )
Unit : Percentage Percentage
o of respondents  of respondents
‘ @ ' ’ who teach unit  who do not
Enzinh composition vs
journahism style’ 5930 40.70
. Newswriting, copyediting,
. profreaging. yvout 95 40 4.60
' ¥earbook layout . devign _
? and production ns 37 11 63
L]
Financmg publications
(hudgeting) e s BRAT I 63
. eAdvertining . 8721 1279
v News bureau organization 4302 5698 %
®
. Photography (camera purchasmg:.
e taking. developing aid .
printing protures)  ° 61.63 3837
- Fréedom ot the press. .
censorship, hihel . ‘- 88.37 1163,
| Choosing=a newspaper printer . 80.23 19.77
Selecting a yearhook company o .
{contracts, special offers. etc.) 74.42 * 2558
Arranging ¢ school picture plan  45.35 ' 54,65 %
- ‘Selecting a text. visual aids. .
\
. supplementary references —~7791 . 22.09
.t . . -
3 "Orgamizing a substription drve 52 33 . 47617
Creating a pubhicatians staff
and assigning duties ~95.3§ -4.65
Lvaluating students” work . .
(staff cniiques. peat stories)  80.23 19.77  °
Publishing a newspaper (meeting /
deadlines and, accormphishing
tasks) : 90.70 930
: Counting headhnes for a news- T )
. - paperar a,yearbook 80.23 19.77
‘e, Broadcasting (radio_andjor
* telgvision) 3954, 6046 1
Typography *~ ~ 7, 80 23 19.77
—— |- Current events reviewing —
techmiques | 2791 72.09 +
»
™ Constructing unit’assignments. - .
quizzes-and testy -59 30 40.70
. Teaching mini-courses 244> - 7558 F
Visiting current joufnalism
teachers, saking field tnps 54.65 45.35
. Writing a course of study fora —~ =~
‘ semester or tor a year 58.82 41,18
' Classroom simulation of adwviser's
_ problems 56.98 43.02
s ¥Imts which most schools or departments of journ-
e = feadismi do not offer as part of their yournalism educa- .
< +§ uton curncula :

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

come familar with the following in their traming, |
newswrting. copyediting, progfreading. layout,
yearbook layout. design and production, financing
publications (budgeting). advertising. freedom of the
press. censorship and hibel. choosing a newspaper
printer. creating a publications statt and assigning
dutses, evaluating student work (staff critiques and
beat storres). pubhshing a newspaper (meeting dead--
hnes and accomphishing related tashs). counting head-
lines for a newspaper and for a yearbook. and typo-
graphy . ’
Individual umit trequencies mdicate that students
at 50 per cent or more of the schools responding
learn about every unit listed 1n Table | except the
news bureay. arranging a school picture plan. broad-
casting (radio and/or television). current events re-
viewing techniques. and teaching mini-courses.

[

Professor Evaluation of Student Abilities

Respondents classified their journahsm education
students mto four mamn groups by answermg the
open-end question. “Briefly express vour opiion
about the caliber of students that enroll n journalism
education courses and the tvpe of course workload
which they are expected to perform

Thurty-one high school journalism or advising
Instructors (43 per cent of 72 responding) said that
their students were ‘generally good’ or ‘average” }
students. Twenty-seven persons (37.5-per cent) cate-
gonzed their gtudents as “superior.” “very good. or !
‘above average © Seven (9.7 pcr cent) labeled therr -
students ‘weak,” ‘podr.” ‘fair,’ or ‘below average. ’
Another seven (9.7 per cent) considered their journ-
alism teacher candidates members-of a *poor to
_superior’ assortment.’ {

Excerpts from professor comments perhaps best
describe the caliber of students In journalism educa-
tion classes. Opinions range from highly complimen-
tary to disappornied evaluations. More provocative
ones follow, within some remarks are notattons .
abopt courses taught at certan schools.?

We get good journalism students mamly because
of a strung high school journalism progrant in the
state. We expect pur teachers to be workmg pro- -
fessional$ or teaghers when they graduate Central
State University, Edmond, Oklahoma.

Most of them are graduates who are in public

education. Their caliber 1s high. A combmation
of the professional and theoretical (mass medu

in, society ) approaches s used.  Anonymops. .
- Not always school's best. Southern Hlinois ]
University, Carbondale, Illinois. . . :

| We have had man_;; high schvol publications .
sponsors who have little real journalism background.
They know how to get the publications out but’
lack, fundamental knowledge of good joumnalistic
methods and principles, Arkansas*State University, ‘
State University! Arkansas. . - .

We have a mass communications departm?nt ‘
which mcludes joumalism. radio. TV: and film, byt
Kentucky only certifies teachers in journalism.
Therefore, journalism students and others are all -
in the class. and journalism students are generally
better prepared. The class 1s basically a methods .
and materuls onentation. Westerrf Kentucky Uni .
versity, Bowling Green, Kentucky.
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These seem™y me 1o be better students i the
College of Fducation, qurg, strongly motwated  We
emplasize problenesolyog experiences e aldition
tosome research University of Minnesota, Minnea-
polis. Minnesota. ’

Our jourialon cducation students profghly rank
ot the upper one vhard of our journale majors a
high ‘alzbcr stude ni. lowa State University. Ames.
"lowa.” '

! ducanon majors tahmmg the journalism concen-
tration take almost the same carricudum that School
of Joumalism majors take  Generallv, thev arén't
as capable ras jounalisis). and ofren, the best ones
forego Yeaching to become practicing journalisis
University of Kansas. Lawrence. Kansas.

The caliher 1s lugh sice most of the students are
fughly mowmared teachers who are retrainmng, Mo or-
head State College. Moorhead. Minnesota.

what Antd of 1ournalism wdocirnmation is
heng ewen to prospectne hgh school eachers’
own feelmg 1s that three separate but sormewdat
mter-relited arcas are poehved  tradivonal jowmalism
comtent, mass pedia content, and conminieat on
OF PIASS CORPIUNICA IO Conlenl

\h

[ have un wlea that mam, 1 not most, hngh
school foumalisn conrses are taught along the tra-
Jduronat nes [ do know that a few Ingh schools
m our six-couniv Greater fampa Bay area are exper-
mentme with sentor courses m Mass Meda or Chm-
nuoneanon - courses which ewher replace the tra-
ditional Semior English course or the traditional
Journalism couwrse  Nearlv all journalism textbooks,
however, are traduonal m approach (Spears, Hach
and Laglish, Hartman, trnold-Knieghbaum, Adams
and Stratton, et Jand have a newspaper joumalism

T approach, often with a chapter nod 1o the vearbook
and magazme. The onlv one [ know of which de-
parts from the tradinion 1s Jan and Molly Wiseman's
Creative Communications Teaching Mass Media
University of South Florida. Tampa. Florida.

iStudents m journalism education ) tend to be,
somewhar on the weaker side. Texas A & M Univer-
sity. College Station, Texas.

Ir's not ihely we would accept these (jourmalism
education majors, journalism education nunors, lan-
guage arts majors m education, and all other edn-
cation mayors) m gh school journalism classes. for
a strong bachground wm jowrmalism would be required
1o put together the joumalism teachmg wmts, etc.,
students have to deal with in their assignments...

It actually works out as having onlv majors and
mmors in the class. .

f helweve the caliber of students i joumalism edue
catton has declimed aver the past three or four years.
[t 15 a feeling. bur [ have no documentetion to
prove it The hetter journalism sawlents seem to
stav dwav from this sequence since jobs have be-
come scarce and go mio news-editorial, broadeasting,
adrverusing, PR, etc. Some of our poorest wriiers
seemt to end wup e journalismeedtccation - Northern
Hlinois University, DeKaib, HNlinois.

Fxcellent students (take high scluml Journalisnt ),
University of Southern California, Los Angeles,
California.

fhgh caiber students faccept the ) heavy weork-
load regrred  South Dakota State Umvemty,
Brookings, South Dakota.

(1 teach) quite a few Fnghsh majors who got
stuch T with publications m their new jobs.
Anonymous.

.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: ,
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Qursschopl publicanons course 1s offered onlyn
about once every three 1o four vears wnd attracts
Jew students then We have tned to mterest high

. schiool publicanon advisers wt taking the course
with lirtle success Northeast Louisiana University,
Monroe, Louisiana. - ) ‘

Majors and ron-majors {are | m a combined class,
‘but this 1s a bad acadenuc stnanon,” East Carolina
University . Greenville, North Carolina. S

We have had few of our own nigtors gomg e
~*secondary educanon becquse of the ngid state re-
quirements  For the most part, the Englhsh majors
tahe 1t because thev have to for certification and
come m with almost no prior knowledge of the sub-
ject matter one 1s g 1o teach them to teach’
Hovever, there have been some recent exceptions.
We are also finding that a number of these students
have gone into lugh school publicanions work, gre.
enjoving tt, and are domg well,

The thing that 1s obvioush' wrong with bidang
s the suff requirements for J-majors and the less
requaring standuards for Lnghsh majors,  However,
the whole secondary program is under study and .
that mav change  St. Mary-of-the-Woods College
St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana.”

Professor Evaluation of College High School
Journalism Instructor Abilities and Past Experience .

A vanely of reasons led 79 instructors (92.9 per’
cent) to state that they feel qualitied to weach college
lugh school journalism classes. Among these reasdns
dare past teaching expertence., directing university sum-
mer journabsm workshops. and newspaper reporting N
or other media experience. ‘One six professors (7
per dentd responding in 1973-74 doubted their pro-
fessional abihity to fulfill such journalism teaching |
assignments  Nineteen of the 104 instructors sur-
veyed did not respond to this question.

This rescarcher finds it paradoxical that 79 feel
quahfied t3 teach future high school journahsm ad-
visers. yet almost one half of them admit they had
not worked with actual high school journahsm stu-
dents before taking thetr college jobs.

»

Of 87 mstructors discussing=high school journal-
ism teadiing. 59 remarked. Liow previous secondary
school experience had or had not affected their
ability to teach future advisers. Thirty-six (6] per
cent) agreed that high school publications assign-
ments had prepared them for handling their res-
pective college positions more eftectively. On the
other hand. 23 persons (39 per cent) said that their
current positions were not positively or negatively
influenced by high school teaching experience or
lack thercof. *

Data from related teacher-onented questions
further define the type of journalism education
personnél responding to this tesearcher’s survey.
Table 2 provides still another comment on the re-
lationship between professord’ qualifications and
the corresponding number of years which each has
taught journalism on,h&spcondw. rather than on
the college level  Surprisingly, the largest percent- .
age. 30 persons, or 8.9 pereent, answered ‘yes
(they feel qualified to teach hagh school Journahsm
in college)’, but indicated that they have not taught
high school journahsm in high school.

*

4. -




¥
. Table 2

-

. Coliege Instructor Self-Analysis of Compe-
. tence to Teach J-Ed and Corresponding
: Years of Secondary School Service

A

Amt:de of Number of Nu'rcpber of Per Cent
professbrs: .professors * years which the ‘.
yes = feet » - who share same teachers N
qualified or ° the same . have served as <o
. no =do not v feeling " high school jour- '
- Jteeliqualified. nalism instructors
* Blank 14 .. Blank- ' 13.46
Blank ~ 3 0 years 288
. Blank ) 1 . -5 years . 0.96 )
Blank R 16 or more 096 <
Yes . 3 “Blank +  ° °  2gg ‘
" Yes T ; 0 years 28.85
?‘és ' 24 1-§ years 23.08 . )
Yes: . 13 610 years 21250
Yes ) 5 . 11-15 years 481 + » e
Yes | 4 16 or more 3.85
. No 6 - . Oyears ., 577 s
Total - =~ 104 ’ 100.00
.? )
-
T Table 3 T
. _ Years of Secondalg School Service R
< Among College J-Ed Instructors . .
Years taught Namber of pr\ofcssors Per cent L
in high school who so responded "
journalism R ot
- hd s
\ 0 years 39 44:8 - PRt
1.5 years =25 28.7 ©
{ 610 years 13 149 . P
’ . Fi
o 11-15 years .S 5.8
! 16 or'more years 5. . 5.8
. . Totals  ° 87 ' 1000 ° . -
& , : ’ i Y
' 7 . - ’




‘ APPENDIX A . B

’ i

Comparison of High School Journalism Certification Requirements, 1965 and 1971

- *Cranford's 1965 findings 1971 Yindings ot 1971 findmngs of 50
’ for 45 states - the same 45 states states and the District
. v - “ reported by Cranford  of Columbia
N i
knghsh certification plus 5 to 12 ' . N
journahsm semester hours . 5 6 6
English certification plus 5 to 12
journahism hours or journahsm minor 3 3 4
knghsh certification plus a journalism i
minor : 0 1 |
Language arts major wnkth 5to 15 semester N
hours of journalism or a journalism mnor 0 2, 2
- ~ |
English certification only - 5 .0 0 I)..
Journahism mayjor | - 1 [
Journalism mayor through an approved teacher - - , |
education program ) 2 v I~ 1
Journahsm major or minor 3 13 13 7

Journalism minor of 15 to 24 semester hours

in journalism 6 ' 2 2

10 to 14 journalism semester hours 1 3 3. -
. -7) .
Fewer than 10 |Sumahsm semester hours 1 « 1 . 1
General secondary certification - 0 1. 2
. No specific journalism certification réquirements 18 11 15 N

Total number which required less than’15 hours R :

of journalism for certification 30 21 25
Total number which required more than 15 ’ 5 -

hours of journalism for certification 15 ) ) 24 26

- i R < Id
APPENDIX B N i . M

Teacher Certification Program - Major Recommended Hours. Responses by PerFentagés Favoring

A

~ . Hours Teachers + Principals Chairmanm Editors
6 Ry ] . ‘
9 . . : 2, 3
12 2 2 3
s 15 - 1. 4" .5 f 7
o 18 6 9 L9 12
e 21 2 19 2 9
24 30 : 7 28 - 29 o
27 ! 4 -7 ) . 3
30 24 - 26 34 : 22
33 3 4 2 3
36 1’ 12 - 7 7
.o ] 39 -, 7 4 ’
. a2 3 .
- 45 . - 4 . 4 .
48 , e .
: s ‘ .4 1 o2 . 2
. ' T80 - 1 ) ) .
U P 3 -
O - o
B “n . . . 8 : v \ A .
ol 9
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A ' , ‘ o
. .- -APPENDIX C ' .
X ) ' : .
Teacher Certification Program, ' -
. " Pfoposed Skills: Responses by Percentage Favoring o ' T
. Teachers Principals Chairmen Bditofs | Combined
I ~ b
. Iy i / '
S U N I S O R
3 & : gl f oY E 3 &
£ g '.8. E E B 8] E 3 81 E g BB B
DRI AR EREBERIE D
. s ]
| & & & g &5 |-& & g | 2 & 5 g & &
‘1 Advertising 6s 32 3 | 40 ss 2 )27 o 2 | 62 8 Ja 52 4
2. AV matersals, use of "} 28 55 17 39 51 1o 15 60 25 12 54 34 27 53 2
3. Busmess (bookkeeping)f 24 - 53 23 20 63 17 | 6 40 54 2 30 63 16 49 35
4. Camera techmques 53 46 1 34 63 3 26 72 2 17 67 16. 35 60 S
S. Career opportunities 17 73 10 16 63 21 49 45 6 | 49 43 8 20 S8 13
6 Darkroom techmques },36 54 10 22 60 18 ‘ 17 66 17 1255 33 24 58 18
7 Editing (copyreading, , ‘. " e
proofreading, headling . . R
writing, layout) 0w 1 o) 7 3 ]9 2 oo s 2-Joa s %
8. Iﬁs‘lorif.ofmumallsm 136 59 S 29 62 9. 45 53 .2 gO 45 5 38 56 6
9. Magazine & yearbook . ’ -
. layout 68 33 0 62 37 1 ) 50 48 2 39 53 8 58 40 2
»10. Newswnting, 98 1 -1 | 9% 2 2 98 2 0 95 +5 o |97 2 1 J

* 11 Prntmg procedures  ~ T
(offsel,lettcrprgess) 148 50 2 35 62 \3 41 57 2 27 59 14 39 56 5

J2. Public relations 30 65 5 48 44 8 6 57 37 17 49 34 29 54 17
13. Rado, TV.annguncing | 10 68 22 23 51, 56 8 45’ 47 11, 48 *41~ |13 57 30},
' 14, Radio,TV newsgather. ] 25 63 12 22 865 13 -F 21 56" 23 25 53 22 24 60 16}

15 Reporting 95 5 0 st 19 0 9% 2 2 89 & 3 9 . 9. 1
16. Specialized writing X . . T T _ J -
(editorials, features). | 91 9. Of_ 8 14 0 64 30 6 4 54 5 75 23 2
\  17. Typography sa a5 ) 3 st 12 |4 66 0 |32 60 8 f4a-s53 5
: .
3 * t
Y ‘.
— .
v . ¢
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