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J
T?xe*opeh.ing;entence of the theme statement of the 52nd‘Am1u:al.r~,1eeting

of 'I'he Amgié.aﬁ Orthoi:sychiatfic Asspciation says that "the value‘ a

'countxy sets on its’ children is an indéx-of that country s Ievel of

» »

c1v1llzat10n " 'I‘he word "chlldre ' like the generlc manhnd" i

‘ med here and elsawbere as though it referred to bBoth males and

-

© femles ecually. In reallty, it rarely ‘does.’. Our expectatlons for «

chs,ldhood’ and the outcome off ch:.],dhood take on quite different mean-
ings when one expressly des1gnates the "chlld" 'as female.,

I suggest that the value.that this oount:cy places on the
female half of its child pOpulatlon is that of a poténtlall} valuable
servant in the dictionary: deflnltlon sense of "one who serves others "
I suggest we have refined a socialization process which trains girls
to accept that r'ole and which trains boys to expect girls to stay in
that role. , 8ara‘R{chards, the anthropologist and author, has written:

Immxlturat.lon and soc1a],a.zat10n are vital for the mainte-
nance of a society, since certain tasks must be performed

for any society to oont:m‘ue € exist. . . .To ensure the

rformance of these necessary tasks people must want to
ndowha,thastobedone a

The "neoessary tasks" that girls are being socialized to .,

want to do are the serving tasks dedicated to the care of theix future |,

- husBands and children. This required socialization to a secondary,

supl’aortive role.will ultimately place Sur dahghters in the position
of a satelite person revolving arohnd and in reflected.glory of someone
elsé's life., These serﬁng tasks extend and continue in the female
intensive occupations-ﬁursef serving ISatient and doctor, teacher serving

e

children, secretary serving’boss. It is not coincidental that 52 percent

oF womert working are in clerical or scrvice fields.and by service is

N~
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meant beautician, waityess and so on. Or that of all professional

womcn 50 percent are elementary and secondary school teachers.,

.

These jObS are the moveakcle parts of, the occmpatlonal world. Geared
to start, stop and move' to mcet the server's I‘GSpOT)Slblllty to the .
family in regard to child care and thc moves that may be necessary
to further a huslj‘and'?career.‘ 7 -

Even highiy educated WOIT"OIII with on—godng eareers are ex-
pected to put their husband's carcers before their ovn as well as to
be ultimately reSponsible for the enoti%na} and physical well-beirag
'o'f the family as differentiated fror, al,thodgh dependent upon,. the
financial well-being.. T
. These are r‘oles, sex rolcs, 'thatx)ur dauchters are trained :
to take. And why? No one has isolated e gene x'rarke} "child care" as -
differentia from one marked "child bearing." DMNeither is there a
sex-related gene rrarked "howsework, " _Children need parenting and v
houses need cleaning and novhere is it written that these jdbs can ) \

»

be done.only by people with uteruses.

But our daughers and sons are brouwght up to believe otherwise.
. ' A girl is socialized to serve, lovifgly, and in exchange, if » * -

A
she is pleasiny enough, she will hope to find someone who will "take

care of her" by pursuing the mportant jOb or career, It will be R

’ . dependence, not mdependence which W1ll be her crovning glory R .
v N & T

We have, i short.,, come novhare at all since Maz ollstonecraft

wrote'a book 200 years ago called The vindication of the’

ights o% Women

.

in which she said:
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.'. . .Gentleness, doc111ty, and a spamel ~-liferaffection

are. . .consistently recommended as the cardinal virtues

of the sex. . . .She was created to be the toy of man, . .-
his rattle, and it must jingle'in His ears whenever,

dismissing reason, he chooses to be amused.

.

We have 'so long'#aeen raising girls to those specifications
that, as Simone de Beauvoir has written., we have managed to"'produce
in wamen moral and mtellectual effects so profound that they appear

to spring from her otiginal naturé x They were .not thére in the begm— _

[}

ning. . , ,
.Sigmund Frewd said, "One ‘gets the ierregsion that little

girls are nore’.‘j,nte,lljfgent and livel'ier”ﬂian boys of the same age.". .
. He said,” "The aggressive impulses of little glrls leave nothing t’:o be

desired in the way of abndance and violence. . . .The differences

'between the sexes are oompletely ecllpsed by their- c.greements " 5 ' -

Howeve>r, to train the servant. to her role society works hard
to extinguish that kind of behavior ih girls, ‘Hardly- apyone wants their
. 9

\

son to be called "Momma's Boy" bl.It\ "Daddy's Girl" sownds just fine
conjuring up as it does visions of pliancy, laia-£0p flirtation”and
rewards handed out at a very early age for the ability to bo éweet,
manlpuiatflve and dependent We soca.al*ze very yowng boys to be mde—
pendent, flerce and brave--but not "Daddy's Girl."

. One of ﬁthe funnlest efforts to portray little girls as
naturally' subse.n}ient was set forth by Freud himself when He made
sane interesting assumptions about toilet training. He noted that
girls are able to _make use of the bathroom soone'r than boye and he
attrib;.ltéd this to "pliancy" on the part- of the girl. }t had nothing

-

to do with her ability to use her intelligence and the muscular control
. - - :

N}
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the little girl watChJ_nq her abllltles go unrecognized and demeaned

" may be assured, thas he would be told to stand up for himself, to be brave.

|
she is weak, ;aven she '\1$n t that she must not flght for her rights

with males even if ;;,er rights are being usurped; that head-torhead
t

\ _ :
/ ot ) i

\_nhich girls usually gain sooner, than goys to make herself cavfortable.
Certainly not.- It was wpliancy." Boys, however, are asserting their -
wills, showin.g their strength of character and independence by refus:ing
to use the bathroom.and using their diapers instead. 6 s

" Ageording to, Dr. Freud soggy pants shows str:ength of characte‘r ”

!
and’ dry pants shows pliancy. It is the begmn.mg of a long haul for : T

She goes to nursery school this llvely inte 1gent asserta.ve )
person that Dr. Freud had noticed and again, in another way, she 1s
often tdld che is weak and incapable. She is asked to deny whatyher -~
body and mind tell her in order to play the sex role of "little gnrl."‘

_ Here comes Mary to carplain to the teacher that she is being'
bothered by Johnny Does teacher say, "Listen, you're as. big as Johnny .
—even a little bigger. Go back and stand up for yourself You don't
have to be afraia of him." ’Certainly not. Teacher say.s, "Now, you don't
‘need te 'play with Johnny.’ Boy)s play rough. Boys play differenti than
little girls. If you don't want to get hurt, stay away." Paren dtically,
of ‘course, i,f Johnny_shoﬁld run to teacher with the same‘ca'_nplaint, we .

at least are as big and-strong as

-

[
igger and stroﬁ: because girls' growth

‘ Little girls wp to p

v

bOyS- of the same age and often
spurt cares sooner. why does 11 the girl to retreat, to
be fearful, to stqy away° It isn™t necessary. It isn't reality. But

it is expected The.girl learns that ‘she is expected to pretehd that™

[
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contention with males is not samething that i)s appropriate for females;
o - . R

and that she must manipulate the situation By getting someone else to
’

stand up for her because no boy need listen to her: And what she is
) i
learning little boys are alsd learning every step of the way. ..

Boys are learning that they need pay no attention to their

-

female iaeexjs wnless ‘someone else tells them they must. They are

2

learning who is the.last socially acceptable scapegoat, the last group
which ouf society allows and encourages them, by birth, to feel sﬁperior
towards. This superlor attitude toward females, allowed and i*emforced

in ChlldhOOd w1ll affect all their later relationships with adult womén

-

whether on a professional or a personal level.

+

In case the little girl doesn't gét enough- socializatiqn to
satelite person in her personal relationships, she can always ‘turn on

.- the 7.V, I did a study on "The .Images of Females on ‘Saturday Morhing

(3

Chlldren S Telev151on Programs" monitoring for five hours of a Saturday

for four consecut.lve Saieuréays. I reccnmend lt to you as an educat.lonal
e

. experience. If a glrl watches the Saturday m:)rnlng chlldren S programs,
she w1ll see’ herself follcwmg the boys around, watch:mg them have
adventures. She will see herself fail#ng and being rescued by same
boy. She wiil see adult xllomen port‘ra§;ed as nags and sh@s whom nobody
likes, not their children, fiot their husbands and they rarely have any
frie:‘lds. : )

The 1ittia girl can 'tum off the TV and go to the toy*s‘hop.
for scmething to cheer her wp. .Sh’g'\zh look in vain for the female
pictu.re_ on the box that will tell her that an act‘:ive or\inte'llectual*

—

toy is appropriate for her. It is her brother's picture that is on

-— ?
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. ) t}\c_ 'science sets, the more adult games and the sports equipment. Her
. pxcture is on "her" toyS*-the boxes that Contam the toy brooms, bables,

sinks, stoves and haIr dxyers. The server must learn to serve and to

look attiactive while doiné it.
- . “‘

Eric Erikson, philosopher and analyst, says that the most
u*portaht thirg .,ljlldren should be develbpmg at this pre-school staqe
is initiative,. Inltlat.lye is a necessity for whatever a child wants to
o from fruit g'athcrj:ng, to a system of enterprise, to painting, to
inventing. First one must have the J.mt.latlve\ start before anything '
can be done. But it turns out that Erikson, like others doesn't o
really rean children, He means boys. He splits the children of his
'stage ‘three of development ing boys and gﬁi’rls and speaks for boys of the, | ‘
pleasure .in ‘attack and c{:onquest, by which I take him to mean.r.eeting a
problem and ‘conquering it. In girls, however, this pleasure in atteck
and conquest becares in Erikson's wonds "'catching' in the more
aggressive form of snatchmg or in the milder fomm of ma}(mg oneself

-attractive and endearing." 7 ' S

Why may not little girls simply attack a problem as Erikson
suggests llttle boys should do at this stage’> Why must they "snatch"
at a probleam. Further, setting for a pre- school girl the dewvelopmental

(/ task of making herself "attractive and endearing" is almost obscene.
One has only to transpose that mandate to a pre-school boy and set
his developmental tagk not at intellectual and physical development

" but at only making himself attractive and charming to know how wa.rpea

is a societal or philosophical conoept that wants to start training

\
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its sex dbjects to the proper behavior while they are still in

nursery schobl. o .

*Like littl® girls in 0ld China whose feet were bound wntil

]

the boncs were broken and 'nangled and the girl or woman could newver
‘move freely again, our gifls find their esuberance, initiative and,
assertiveness bound in by emall and large societal expectations of

what is "proper" for little girls to do. Haying lost that freedom of.
‘physical and intellectual movement and choice in their early years,

“ they are forever curtailed. .

4

t

But what happens when the little girl enters the educational
, setting“where she will be required to spend five days a week, nire
* Tonth$ of the year for at least ten years? Surely the State is not

training her to be a serVer. Consider. these quotes from a magazine

article lawding a sex seorrecated elementary school class: K

From studying the atem a boy's class moved easily into a
study of nuclear fission. It is.unlikely that girls
woulc} respond this way. ‘ .

Mold can be studied from a medical standpomt by boys -
and in temms of cocking by 91rls

For glrls we use quieter games, fairy stories, and
games and songs which empgaslze activities such as
sawing and housekeeping. . . -

So on those educational continuums whieh rin from science ajé
one-end to salad at the .other, we can see where the educators have placed
all zgirls regardless of interest or capability--and certainly irrespective
of the damage this ﬁigeonholing might do to a child's own aspirations,

self concebt and mental health “Daddy's Girl" is to cook and sew and

~

Excessive interest in nuclear fission or medlcme might

A} » ’

keep house

2

dllutc her enthusiasm for the limitations of her desigpatec% sex role.

v
.
1 . > . L
. M ) N
J .
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- ) We train the servers and we train those who will be served.

v

We have all seen t-.he little girl pushed aside by the little boys who
- take over the playgromd,qat recess and refuse to allow her to join
N theit games., We.have secn the teachers, oounselors and administrators

allow the boys to do it. Most @ducators nowadays would have some

o

L)

* problems watching a group of bo,yé shove aside and refuse to play with '
merbers of a-cultural or et.hnlc mﬁmorlty But girls are d.nfferent.

They are the last acceptable scapegoat.
- <. L B |
' The teachers use it themselves. "If you are not good, '

» you will have to sit with the girls." Try "If you are not good,

you'll have to sit with the Blacks."(‘ Try setting yp a spelling

«

r contest by saying "'lbday we are qougg to play the Blacks aoamst the
- Whites," Try "I want the Blacks to .?_.zme up on thls side and the

WhJ.tes o thlS side and that's the way I want you to l:me up to come

.u\

in or §o out of the classroom every dz-iy v Py "Good normng, Blacks

. - ‘ o
" \
. \ |

We used to like to say that J,’tl was practlcally instinctive

and Whites," . i

e ‘g;g{ {s
SRS

P

that. boys wouldn t play with ga.rls--the 1atency period and all that
3 Today w1th the adventv of the free school and ‘the open classrocm '
er-lcouragmg cooperative behavior among a3:1 students, it is impossible
to pretend that boys 'and girls cannot worit and play together happily
: and succcssfully in elementary school Boys and girls will work-and
- play together when adults tell them’it is: all right and support and
encourage that bel’hvmr. | ; ; ’
' t.

But even among enllghtcncd educators the ‘variations of the

sweéet little., weak little "Daddy's Glrl" ,syndrqr\e die hard. When the

A
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helpless female isn't borm. She is raised.

9/

teacher asks her eight year old boys to bring the milk frcm iR e
refrlgerator down the hall while assigning the girls to pass out the
napklns, ‘she or he is reinforcing stereotypic occupations' for girls ‘
and boys, And if the teacher says s/he does it 'because boys are
"strenger", then ‘girls are being taught orice more to shut their eyes
to reality and to act out what society reguires. rather than what thelr
senses tell them is true. Most elementary school girls are as-,large
or larger than their male classmates. ? But the message to deny one's

-

capabilities will sink in with the rest of the proscriptions. The .

~ ~

And the boy is being raised too. He is spe{xding al'l‘ of his
formative years absorbing the ressage that it is not, appropriate for |
him to work or play with a girl as an equal. He is told that it is
more appropriate for him to be with the boys. He has even been told .
‘thatAit is a disgrace to sit with the gifls and that any game he plays
will become less if a girl tskes part Why shouic? anyone e>q>eet him 7~
to grow up to be a man who feels comfortable with women who are ‘
conmpetent, skillful equals? If a woman does the job, it must be of’
les; worthy "therefore, we must(keep them out to'keep our prestige' up.

Bruno Bettelheim has sald ‘that in these early years, it is
rare indcec},‘ for giris to hear the slightest suggestion' that they might
one day do the interesting work of the world quite as well as a nan,

N 10
or even better.

-

o It i&no.wonder,u then, that studies show that boys in’

)elementary school have better feeling-s about being male. They have

opportunities to demonstrate their confidence and assertiveness., Girls,

[N

S 11 ' LT
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however,, feel less oconfident about their accanpllshments and ‘adequacy.

11
They are not very happy about being female elther. And why should #

they be” They can't do this and they can't do that. They aren't
wanted here and they are pariahs there. Stretching and reaching.and

B

asserting and moving is not what'they can do. It is what they can .
M ’ o

watch boys do. Vo wouldn't rather be ea,boy?' _ ,
‘ It becames not sor surprising in“wiew of, fje message of

the adults, the media, the textbooks, ant the World that studies '

* indicate that by the fourth grade--age NINE--girls have limited their

choice of career to fOur--—nurse, 'teachet, secretary and‘mother.. At the

same age boys are expanding their choices to everything from deep sea

diver to president to astronaut and inciuding doctor, lavfyer, mefchant,

chief, 12, \ '

Ginzberg, in his theory of occupat.lonal chmce, postulates

that we all make our occupational choices.by flrst going through a

dreaming stage until about the age of 12, From 12 to 17 years of age,

we try on a variety of roles and at age 17 we mike a realistic choice. .

It would appear that like many other theorles his theory of occupational

choice was made‘with.only half the population in mind. Girls don't even

dare to dream.' Nurse, Secretarx, Teacher, Mother. All boxed in by age

nine, ‘ k |
. S '

Of course those are all.good and worthwhile occupations. But

wouldn't we think it odd if all the boys in America had but four -occupa-

tions in mind: hledical assistant, clerical worker, teacher and father?

Wouldn't we think it odd to find no aspiring presidents or doctors or

lawyers?

”
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And again this limiting of choice has nothing to do with
, reality or ability. Gir]siée very x:rell- in elementary school. They
'read sooner and better than boys. They are nore verbally skillful -
_ and in elementary. school they are better in math. 14 But"'Daddy"sc Girl"
Has learned her 1ésson well. She is to be a server, an attendant,
. o 1 a nurturer and she is certainly not supposed to mix ‘into the boys
L ) "games" like lawyer, presui nt, astronaut or doctor. And as her
teacher has been telllng her, as the boys have been telling her, as
socie®y has been telling her—cven if she }:nows she has the strength
or ability to do somethingf that doesn't mean anybody is going to.
expect her to do it or that anyigody wants her to try to do it. So
. Play it safe, nine Yyear old, stay:in your place, dream nothing and M v
risk nothing'. Daddy's Girl knows where she belongs.
N S ‘ R_eseércﬁ tells us' that female under-achievement beging at oo
£ about puberty. At pubertg aduit roles are being studied ,and adapted
. , to.. The szber\J theory »of’ occupational choice applies here~young-
peop}e are trying on roles. Erikson,‘ says that the critical problem ’
‘ ~ of adolescence is the problem of identity. He speaks of one's :
meaning as evidenced inﬁthe tangible pramise of a career in view. r
But what does "carec;;"' mean fo;: girls, ‘Sbudies have shown that when
girls expressed an interest in engineering as a career, even though

they had the necessary academic ability for that career, counselors,

both men and woren, saw them as "deviant." Home econamics was seen

as a more appropriate caréer.. Girlg who ' chose engineering were seen

.

as in need of cormuselmg-—noi: because they needed help to achieve ey

their goal but because something was seen to be deviant dbout them ¢ &
A A ' '
and thdgi.r goal. L . '




S, likely he was to have-alzeady deci@ed at ag'l? that he Wanted hig

The Broverman study- 17 which attempteqg to detemine what
Clinically traineg pSychologists, pSychiatrists‘and Social workers Saw ’
S a prototype "healthy" waman discovereq that the CliI)i.Cia:l’ls thought

( A

mJ.nor Crises, more"snotional, more Canced teg about their appea‘rance, ) -
‘less Djective ang disliking math and science’ This would seen to
-fit'.very well with ho girls at Za/d61‘es\cenoe are expected. to behave,
They are being trained to fit the Societa] nzzhs that women are
cﬁildlike, em.tional, incapable of rational decisions and not
iRtéxested in gemanding careers. Girls are socialized.a‘nd &pecteq ’
to behave ip this stereoty;;ic "fer;iMne" manner, Théy are criticizeq

if they don't and damneq as "silly™ ;¢ they do,




The state of the girl child at adolescence is one of intense
pressure to pul],_ bacl; into the satelite position as preparation for
her future role. What independence sl;e had is now turned in and her
total self worth depends on which boy or how many boys find he} worthy.
She tries on the career of the wife at hare as she waits p};lssively by
the phone for a call from a male that will tell her that she's "all ¢
. right." She is encouraged to flatter the buddina male adolescent and °

to trim her talents carefully so that they will not outshine those of

the boy. We talk of geheric adolescence as a time of asserting ind

pendence, of finding one's om values, but onc’Z more we are not

talking about girls. Girls at adolescence tr?ide in dependence

“on théir p-arents fQ:c dependence on their male friends‘and eventually they.
will trade in that for dependence on a husband. We do not foster in-
dependence m girls at this time. How is it that clinicians, educators
and lay persons ali.ke\ténd to think this is an ac.:oa'epltable way for girls\
to k;ehave? . /

If we hqéw of a so;:'iety which.A routinely and traditionally

taught its boys to pretend they were dunb to not strive to do every-
th:.ng they could with their mtellectual and physical capabllltles,
to plan their lives to maintaining the lives of their families rather
than to creati'._ng lives of their own, would we really believe that all

.

of this suppr®ssive behavior would have no effect on the mental health

of those boys?
», As Census Bureau statistics indicate, 2 out of 3 teenage .
P
~—— rynaways are girls. The wonder is not that so many girls grow wp to

lead lives of quiet desperation and desperation. The wonder is that

we are not all raving magd. . , \

ERNC -
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: Inc_iependence, of co,urse, need not preclude marriage and
children. But it will likely include them in a different way. ‘
Mary Wollstonecraft spoke ‘200 years ago of the shallowness and - .
danger in edugating girls to believe that beauty, cham and submissive .
plea'singness will bring lasting happiness. She said instead that a
, "perfect education" would render the girl—-and the waman she was to
becane——"indépendent.“ It really Iis the only way a woman can be sure
that she is spending )1er life with a lperson because she continues to . o
/ want to rather than because she has nowhere else to go.
. , s We have 95?.0’1\3 socializing gi—rls to be servers with '
incidental jobs that are not real careers. It is cavalier at best .
v and c;rgel at worst to allow them to believe thyt there is'no need \
for them to plan a careful education. for v life-£ime occupation or
career, The facts are: /‘., )
. | o if a woman-does not maryy she ca’m expect tq work for
L ! an average of 45 years; 18 . X
o . if she does marry, she can expect to work fof\an
average of 25 years; 19 " Y .
. o  since 1940 the numbers_of ﬁmarried‘\vafxe;n‘wm work are ’
f wp 320 percent; 20 - . .‘.4 :
. . o there are 7.4 million women “.’oxkin:; with school age
KO ’ children; -
.w . ‘ :
3 o  there are 4.8 million working women witly pre-school
childrer‘," 22 ’ -
o  in the last decade the divorce rate is w 109 percent ¢
. and rising;23 and | ) . _‘ :
o  the majority of olé people who are poor are won'exi 24 . .
- % e
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One needs an extremely accurate crystal l.:fall to be able to tell a
girl anything but that she had better be prepared to be independent.
The question raised i)y the theme@f the conference--"How
do we provide necessary services for those children and thelr families
who in addltlon need specialized fomrs of assistance to achleve their
maXJ.mun potential?"--is a quest.lon which must be read to also mean gjrl
chlldren as a spec1al grOLp What girl children need, at this point in
t.une, is an Afflnnam\,e Actlon Childhood to counteract the intensive ‘and
crippling socialization process/lnlch pexvades their lives whether at
home, in school, m therapy; in relations with adults, in .the. media,
wherever they turn. . If allowed 'to' continue wninterruwpted, it will
powerfully and negatively affect thej:r *self concept, their aspirations

/
and therefore, their future. .

RN As Alice Rossi has pointed out, the "chlldhoo\d modelF of the
quret good sweet girl Wlll rot produce any women scientists, scholars,
doctors or engineers." 2 Girls arg rewarded for being §uiet, following
directlons an? belng "good." Being quiet ' f611lowing directidns and T
being "good" are no\_ t the attrlbutes of the achiever or the creator.

. . The, Fels Study--a longltudmal study of gifted people who
were identified as glfted very early in their l:Lves and w%ave been -

followed for a matter of several decades—-showed that the ‘ls and

' boyé whose I.Q.'s rose during elementary school were the children °

who were "competitive, self-assertive, independent and deminant in
t . -
interaction with other children."  The children whose I.Q.'s declined

during the same period were ™passive, sl'ly and dependénﬁ." It does not

take a great deal of ;scholarly» thought to figure out which list of
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adjectives suit the current view of the female role in elementary

L

school--and elsewhere. Even more precisely, Maccoby asked the Fels
\

people, "What sort of developmental history was necessary to make
a girl into an intellectual person." They replied, "The simplest way
to put it is that she must be a tamboy at some point in her childh

The Fels people were probably not implying that climbing a

~

tree once a day was going to produce an intellectual. But "tomboy-

1.

ishness" in a girl means that her life has not been proscribed and

her view of what her ."role" is has not been prescribed and locked in.
’

What that may mean is ‘that she feels free to choose and to gréw. She

is not already soc1allzed into a damaging preooncelved idea of what is
approprlate" for girls to do. Her mind and body are free to go as
LI |

fast and ab.far as her capability will allow. We must actively

-~

encourage that freedom and that growth,

o \ * . That means th’ataqir‘lrms—tbeseenasaéerson first and

.. hot Someene's future wife or mother. She must be accepted, 613‘ an
absolutelygequal basis in temhs of behavior and expectations (;f;'
behavior, . . ‘ . ’

We have to help the little girl and the yduna waman

counteract the self hatred and feelmg of uworthiness the advertlsmg
medla directs at her, when it tells her she must "make up" fotkall her
shortcomings. With every turn of the dial and flip of the pace she |

is told that nothing about herself could possibly be acceptable--not

her haix, her skin, her size, her body--she needs must move in a cloud

.

of internal and external deocderants in order for societv to tolerate
‘ 7
her, As Marya Mannes pointed out some time ago, ncbody expected

.26
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Gegrge Eliot to ke a beauty or worried about Jean of Arc's haircut.
Nobody urged Marie Curie to dye her hair. 27

“ t‘ v
"Daddy's Girl" must became as much of a putdown-as "Momma's

" Boy." She must be encouraged to never make herself less in order to
make a boy or a man appear to be more. She needs to be encouraged
\ . [P
to caonsider what sort of boy or man needs her to be less in order to

‘;r\ake himself more.

We must stop raising "Daddy's Girl" to act duwb, childlike,
helpless and sdasérvientf in order to attract'the eye of Prince Chamming.
The ‘unspoken but basic belief in the Cinderella Myth may be doing more
to thwart the deve\.&ﬂogrent‘of the full potential of girls than we are
ready to fafe. But face it we must. People sincerely believe that
every American girl is named Cinderclla apd that after she leaves
echool at whatever level, she :«dll only have to work for a little while _
until Prince Charming sweeps her off her feet. Then she will never have
towork or want 50 )vor}\ ggain. She and her Prince will l’i\he happily
ever after untll they are both 100 years old at Wthh time they will

Lg
both die-on the same day. That is the myth. The reality is that t

Prince Charming’doesn't live here any wore.

To repeat the statistics once more:
., © forty percent of the total American work force ' .
2 ' e
o0 even if a waman remains married, she can expect to

work for an average of 25 years (45 years if she

.y
remains single); -




L

o} even if she has child&:e'h, she can expect to work., - -
_(Thirteen n}illion'woman in the labor force are .

0

3 ):

women with chlldren .
o) even with pre-schoolg)ildren, 4,8 million women work; 31

o one out of ten of all women in the labor force are
pregently heads of fami_iies and one out of five minority
women are heads of families;
o) the divorce rate is up5109 p.chent since 1962 and
rising; 33 . "\ j{ |
o fathe?s by and laxge,’;éontribute less tl'uan half the ’
support of children:"':"i_n divided fami]iies and enforce-
ment of payment is ;xearly nén—existent; 3
A o the median inccr;ue c‘f a fully employed woman with a. .
' ' oo;legé degree is Ip'ess' than that of a fully employed
man with an eighth{grade‘education; 35 T T
o the .longev:i.ty ra;te ‘of women has increased 20.6 ‘years
in the last 50 years while the men's rate has in-
 creased only 13.8 years; 0 Q
o  men outnumber wgmen in admissions to mental institutions

37
two to one and have twice as many ulcers; / and
' ‘ 38

o] the majority of old people who are poor are’women, >

Remenber that the children we know will spend most of\their .

adult lives in the 2ist Century, a world we may never see and can barely
imagine. If we are to free children--the boys and the girls--to live

in this century, let alone in that 2lst Century, one thing is clear--"
o { :

8
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socializing them for the 19%h Century roles of Prince Charming and
Cmderella is only to invite disaster. ,

. Soc:letles, Both now and in the paét, have not only allowed
but encouraged girls to grow into bonsai women, pinched off, shaped,
decorated, meant to fit into a home without too much trouble. &That
must stop“ A new approach which W.‘Lll allbw for truly natural and
stmn; grawth must begin. The g:.rl chlld must be encouraged to aspire
and be taught that independence 1s her st:cength as it is for a man. .

Tt is a scary prospect. Independent wamen have never been
fostered by soc.lety and we need to ask why. vhat are we afraid will
happen if women can choose in exactly the same way that men can choose°
What are weé afraid, will happen 1f we raise our girls to hold equal,
access to the seats of power whether \n Egov?‘mrent, industyy, church
or labor? Why have we worked so hard kebp girls and women in their

place and is “keep" 'the right word because we knew that otherwise they

wouldn't gtay?
Clt.u‘lg a study done by the Vaertings in 1923, (sic)
. <
Dr. Jesse Bernard wrltes. . k v

" . . .What we consider to be archtypically feminine,

» passivity in love making, cbedience, submissiveness *

to ocommands, and -xrules, dependence on spouse, -fear-

fulness, modesty, chastity, bashfulness, maidenly
| reserve, l‘ove of home, restricted OutSlde interest,

tender care for babies, monbgamic mclmatlon, interest -
_ “in bodily adornment, and love of flnery-—were merely - Co-
. the qualities of subordinates, vherever, whenever,
' male or female [emphasis mine]. %

~

»

We must stop ‘raising. girls to be suborinates, even loving.

subordinates- And we must stop raising poys to expect them to be so.

.
1 ,




Childbirth is now defined by the law as a temporary disability. |
. . N
Child care can bz done by either a loving mother or a loving

‘father. The state of the girl child is interdependent with the
state of the boy child as the state of the woman will be inter-
dege{ldent ;Ji‘th the state of the man. \

I believe that when we have gi@ girls the-space and
encouragement they need to grow freely -and completely and boys the <
reassurance and support'th.ey I:eed not to be threatened by that -
growth and freedom, we may have done more for the quality of future

life than we can presently envision, ~

’

'Y <,
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