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The Indian men and women are moving away from their communities .

at an increasing rate for opportpnities to provide.more adequately

'for the health, hgusing, medicaﬁg gdupational’and imployment needs !, C -
. . ‘ ' . . .
of their families. Single men and women are moving to the towns and
. ) \\\

cities for education and vocational skill trainingﬁnseful in ¢
» . ) . \\ v‘
home communities and generally. At -a meeting of chiefs and council-™

lors in a large Indian fishing village, a councillor spoke with deep

e

fieeling that the fishing season had been cut back, the number of

boats reduced, and the cannery shut down so that there was less

. \ .
work for fewer Indian men and women. During thespast twenty-five

. ‘ AN
yé&rs the «ommunity had almost doubled in numbe?s and the only .
. , 4

3 N ’
recourse seemed to be the movement of many from \this overcrowded,

underemployed, but beautiful homesite. This ¢ircumstance is also
>

N ‘ B ¢ ‘—'I ’
rebéletive in widely diffexent settings with-the Chilcotin, Peage

all the )
‘Pacific region ¥ndian comrﬂunitiesi . \ o
. . - ' ) .

> v AN

Rivefv Bulkléy;Valley, Oka;agan, Coa%b,.and, in, general,

[l

Although %any Indidn men gnd women are highly skiiled and many are

making a good living, most have inadequate incomes, housing, and

A N *

“education. *Ethnic prejudice has compounded this deprived socio-

R

economic condition. The general realization of the importahce of

respect and the printiple of equality that is due every person

regardless of race, language, and status may be devélopiqg. Our

.

) 2
fiercely competitive society.is especially detrimental to the

low-economic members. Many Indian people believe that education

will provide the opportunities for their betterment: this is a

dominant theme of students, parents, and leaders. And these hopes,

«

in spite of the bleakness ofJthe education off the past and the

-

inadequacies of the present, seem to peri%st and persist with a vigour.
S " ] N N
4
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About one(half of the 200 men and women who have enrolleé/at our
' Indian Educaticn Center in Vansouver during the past file vears are
/
e /

/ ,
referralsﬂsfom counsellors, teachers and social workeys 1n a variety

3

(", - /
of soc1a% problen areas. These‘men and women came with hopes and * .

determination and left with confidence and a web oﬁ friendship. Some "
/

had moved to the city and &ere without regular jgﬁs. Others were school

L3
[

=~ 3
drop—aﬁfﬁ\glfnever really got started. OQuite a number were seasonal
loggers, fishermen, ranchers and guides. Women with grown-up children and

single women were wanting an education restart.

For example:- . A
4

{ ~Will is strong, h#ndsome and articulate. He 1s one of the/founger sons of\

~ .
-a large family and originally lived in a prairie Indian co&hupity. He left

\Echool with about a Grade 3 some 15 years ago and with this education, he
. « - -

is finding difficulﬁy in gettrné more than a part-time job. He cannot .

»

' v -

write well enough to wri;;jhis storv of the Indian people nqr\was he able to

“hold a good 3pb as a ca
N . * . .
Noreen has 'raiged the children and with encouragemedt from her husband, she

(ier because of difficults—with figuresk(

wants a restart from her former Grade 5 level/énd xomjlete; secondary and go

to €ollegé for a social worker cerg\ﬁ%ii£94{n order o do : 1a1 work in .

Indian communities.

]

Evan 1s a young married -man with two‘chlldren who started;in mf 11 WoTK ot

1

.15 aftez'gecting his Grade 5, but is now on weltare and ﬁants upgrading to
become a bookkkeeper. . .
’ L ¢ o . <

Cora is 4 chief's daughter, band councillor and an Indian artist who wants

.

an educatiopal restart for personal development or upgrading leading to
A - A

:

university. ! .

R
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Bertie is a fisherman who pas'ﬁoved'his family to Vancouver suburbs

for family medical, education and-job opporfunities and he needs

o : : r '
to be able to read and write to get & job skill for work in the city.
Jan.wag'brought In by his social worker as he was in trouble with ////,

the law from & home without a mother and an ailing father, a ‘school

drop-out in Grade 7 and at 17, without experience, una#le to find work.
y 4

.

Cam 48 an ex-cowboy and rancher, an arthritic, who wd&ts upgrading for
business management training %or futyte work with his homé band. :
A former student and now an Indian social worke; referred Simma

from a small Indian community in the valley, a widow with fwo small

children now living with her mother, who wanted an education restart

A}

“to lead to social service training and work with her people.

. L} \ i H
These few examples illustrate somewhat the wide diversities of personal,

fam4ly, ébmmunity and occupational-settings. There 1is a wide range in

) differences in age, marital status, occupation, ‘education and in

-~

ﬁhysical, emotional and mental characteristics. The needs and wants,

interests and attitudes, motivatioé and goal-seeking differ consider-

ablytﬁith each person. But there are some common denominators and
L 4

these general essential needs are personal recognition and respect,
Y

4
friendliness and trust and expectations in the benefits of general

Al

education, occupational skili deveiopment, and suitable job opport-

[y @

ufiities tq make a satisfactory Iidiqg.f ,‘. {
b ‘ N
Loy /
. /

Only through trust, confidence and friendshfb‘can the caunsellor-

»
. A
teacher-social worker or manager kevelop a productive interpersonal

. . . hR )
and intragroup relatioﬁship.igger§onalities grow through openess and
respect and especially so with attitudinal chapges-in group dynamics. .

Effective evideﬁce of this Rogers-Dreikurs-Glasser approach are in a
B - N

few schools, training laboratories, church and social groups. McGregor

with his management X and Y theories-cregted .some re-think in business s
* - Py *
and industrial organization practice. Some government agencies are more

i TVEY W
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than sdﬁerfic1alky'people_oriented. For Zhé most part, the prirtiples

.

of the importance, the respect and the eqdality of each person are
»}gnored, belittled or condemned, Possibly,.too, the limits in the
application of these.humanistic principles are within us as much as

our society system. 4 . .

\

«

Our attémpts'to degéhop openess, Irust and resrect beg.rewith the

initial meetings and frequently these, are a “ollow up ‘o’ the new

. "~
students, group members, arc oftten friends . r relatives of formér

-

Students. Through openess we may get’ underscanding ane thereby ° ‘ w

.

mutual trust and friendship and there is a 'buddy' withia the group
AN

»

to be a friend. Perhaps the irregular seatidg arrangement, convenient
. Ngs wen

A

coffee pot, Indian wall pictures, books and newspapers all around.
'.V., stereo-tape, ping pong and pool taples nearby create a friendly

2. i‘ - -
and interesting atposphere. Everyone can helptanother in 'some.personal,

gsoclal and academic way. Program-flexibilities readily accdmmodate

for individual differen@és and these 1hdividual differences in acédemlc
~ \

.proficiencies can be rather quickly determined. These person;l, social,

] L

and academic satisfactions are of special importance at the commence-

»

ment of an educational venture .

.

g
4

A 0 »
A ratheg important consideration is the émphasis on the posgitive, )
; X ‘
Every person in at least one area has possibilities of excellence or
near excellence, Recognition in on¢ arez will spur developments in

others and with growth will come confidence and setf respect and

€ 3

respect for cthers, Other personal, dmotional and attitudinal

developments wi'l come through suppért;ve group relatiopships, to

modify the overiy anxious, the exhibit%onist, or the too retiming.

.

s - v H . R .
We try to. 1se encouragments in variousimanners because of 1-¢ v .

’ L}

H W .
‘ N, R
remarkable effectiveness for perQKnal,gsdbiaﬂ and academic arow.
: ' i

W‘ h 1\)
o -
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For many, their problems a:- =t multi bor -Lxi. forty year old Biff
“ with wife and. two half-grown .utldren is 1. debt.apd hasn't been able

to get a ranch managing job nitnce he losi his over a ‘'year ago. Jane's

. five children are in boardina nomes; her wnn is in jail for beating
her up; she 15 alone in the 'y to upgradc rcom a Grade 2 level to
v, take a cook's course. Larr; t. 28 with .« pregnant wife and without

v

a job or a skill and left szn"wT under dure:s with about a Grade 5.
4!3 . s 2 ¢
Y How can hopes and_ dreams be ' . -thered; plan; projected, motivations

\ .

strengthéned, anxietiles lesscnd and a $ocd start made for a new life?

The problems and redponsibilit.cs of adulih-od ares often severe for us

- ’

N : but for those lacking educatioo, skills, jor experience and finances,

life' can at times:be almost intclerable. v

’ L
As:with so many others similar circumstances, Biff, Jane and Larry _

!
'

{ are successfully completing edvrstional progrims and heading for a
new and better way of life. Wutn inner hope and determinatibon,

encouragement and guidance and alvice from {i1iends, Telatives,

-

coungdellors, social workers anii teachers, their lives are rénewed. The
~

difficulties can be challenges [or pergsgqnal development, increase

. L / P
in confidence and problem solvingy abilities . And there is some merit

»

“in the=self

. . ’ ‘,’ .
“to the viewpoints and practite Dr. Glasse: apd Synanon

responsibility of everyone for hi5s own life-and not fate or God or

? circumstance. The circumstan..s however, of/ poverty and personal

disabilities have critical impaccs on the, lives of many so that the

'

. H

services of the counsellprs, teachers, soc7bl workers, health specialists,
employment officers are gssential. /
/ » <
r \ »

The reason given by all the students Lhi% have enrolled for their

\

return to school is that their educatioﬁ will provide skills and

3 opportunities for suitable occupations to make a satisfactory living.

[ERJ!:‘ - Our: basic education PTBX{ém develups the fundamentals for their commenc-
A

{
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R ment. These fundamentals afé skill profjiciencies in wreading, writ-
- Ay T

ing, and arithmetic. The%é basics, of cpurse, have utility, in every

, : ; .

day living and their skiyé developments exténd through high school,

/ '3

vocational school, coll%ge and university. In minor and co-ordinate,

A

roles are social, biol@gical and physical science studies. Social,
iy .

Y

recreational, artist

- inteXxests of the {1
N
materials that we

:
¢ our o%q needs a

and handicraft activities relate to the

ividuals and the group. ;Wépﬁave adult based

ave tried and found éﬁfﬁable and adjhsted for

~ L3
well as devéloped .some—of Yur own materials. Mott,
™

N

Sask., Newstary, Cambridge AQult-Baqic programs, . 4

Laubath, Follét, Stech-Vaug ﬁ, Brittanica,fkeaders Digest, and

SRA aré\som of the bas educatiqn‘p;égram materials tnat &g have

. . N\,
and incluge’ where they suit. We work individually and 1n small K
' ( ' Y <

. ° groups th\othef/étudents as helpers'and sometimes with voluntéer —
e ‘ . A ,

.

\ .
aidei///wi/;{e éontiéuﬁfly trying new and better ways-to get involve-__

g " . ‘'ment/an articipation, relating our skill development programs to
. ’ P lcip ; P prog

- .

v r situations, and dsing problem solving approaches, discussions,

» * ’ \ﬁd group cofopé?htive work .as much as we can. ‘The 'life skills'

problem solving situatlons arise aily ‘within Personal experiences
~

~ .

of medigal and physical cBeck—up appointments, Housinél transppftation,

récreation, social relations, the law, budgeting and credit. During

’ \ " -
initial interview and at commencement we have simple and also fairly

-

extensive‘i9ademic skill proficiency tests so_that the academic . .
¢ . :
needs of the students can be considered within the flexibility of

the program. Without invading privacy, interviews provide understanding
for personal and social adjustment and development. . Monthly standard

academit achievement tests indicate progress and pro{iﬁiency levels
' for graduation and this depends too on personal rcadiness‘disposition.

- \

s A} - .
* .
v F
~ N
. «
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Some are ready to graduate and proceed with 'upgrading' in a.month,
. . >
most within three -months, and only a few within a year who have
) ,

%

special educationaltneed§. Most will cégtinug with’ 'upgrading', sahe

rd

% . -

will go to short vocational training courses or on—the;jqb training,

-
-

and others to suitable jobs. Many have seasomal occupations: and
furfha{:kheir education between jobs. Nearly everyone returns quite,
. . ' ‘ N .

: \
frequently for visits and renewing friendships and tell us of their

- N I "
life and accomplishments. These fofmer students are living models f%r
. V -~
encouragement and pride for all of us.
. . \
We try to establish and maintain co-operative relationxyaith Indian
. , )

A

;;?airs céansellors, placement officers, social workers and admin- /

stration, Indian Friendship Centres, Indian or@aqizations and Band

officers, provincial, municipal and church social workers, the rehab.

.

‘officers of institutions, counsellors, teachers and directors of

3

regular, vocational and special educational progréms, U.B.C. Indidn

Education Resource Centre - Home School Co-ordinators - aqg\iqdian|, .

Teachers Assp%iationl Manpower and employment offices, University

)
i

awd College e?ucation—anthropo1ogy—soci§:;gy faculty and Students_.
o

\ —
1)

afld other regource-poeple who can be helypful. They help us in a

@

i
*ariéty of ways and we are often of help to them.: For instance,
1 iy ) . .

v *
.an IAB placement officer refers an arthritic ex-millhand; an IAB

\ ’ R
! §
vocational céunsell®dr sends ove} to see us a young married man

i

with a family without, & job a skill and little formal education; . \\
.\

a Band social worker asks for an: educatfon restart and job skill

training for four young Indfan men nd women, Grade 6 - 7 'drop- \

outs', who need to make a living for themselves; high school and

?

vocational counsellors refer students for special help in maths.

and sciencé; Indian Friendship Center counsellors refer men and
Y\ —~
women who enquire about educational opportunities and so do thé

’
*

AV R o \

T
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‘house mothers of Indian girls home; adult basic education teachers
$

visit us to enquire about methods and materials; university students

«
.

work with us on their education and sociology projects; an Indian
’ \ ‘

s ° \} /
‘a.bation research officer sees what we are doing that might be of

use in their education® program and similarly for af educator with '

~ )

the native peopﬂ‘«:f Australia; and CUSO thought that our project

might have .applications with their overseas work. ' : -

[ . -
{ :
Whereas the skills of reading, lahgudage and arithmetic of the
/ . - L , T '
cognitive quéin have ipstruments of standard achievement tests:.
¢ ’

with a fair deg!ee of reliability and valiQity, the, important

attritudinal behavioural changes of the gﬁﬁBZtiVé domain are wbserv-
) K A

-

\ L4 v,
able from time to time but without adequate ingfruments to categor-
A} ) * . . .
1ze and quantify. The average increase fn.academic SQII& proficilencies

b *
has be;§3é23~grade for one month of studies in a six hour day and a

~.

five day week. Some instguces of'rqmarkable achievement are of the

| .

- "three students who.started with us.at about the Grade 6 level in //”ﬂ

January two years ago and went on to complete their Grade 12 by

the end of the year.‘ There are no failures but a few have super-

v, N

ficial commitments and, except for these, all proceed to ?ﬁfther
. S - : ] - .
'upgrading', jvocational or on-the-job trgining courses, bn to jobs:

S
Y

but -some return kae for family reasons, to-hospital or eeaépnél
B ~ " . '

’

work. ’ ’ o '
- 4 '

Qurs 1is an Indian Affaire‘BranFH - Fraser Indihp Dietrict‘-.educationai‘

"

service in Jndign adult bastc educatiof, Educational allowances at

Manpower rates are paid for’thoee Fnrolled as ‘well as salariges, materials,

v .

ations. Indian Affalrs #ducation, administration and staff
- ' . N R \ ’ .
specialists pryvide supportive resources, Our education project is

edycation service of this type 1s available here provin-

’a

" »

. } Y,
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. A ’

cially or privately. The support of the’Indian people, individually

\ and by organizations, ‘has been very important and the effort and !

the écc0mplishmen§s of fhe students have been remarkable and signif-

% ! . ! T e v

‘ 3

icant. \ . .

Al

Canadian schools are generally considered to be among the best

N /
e

l internationally, However, for Indian studengg, the failure rate of .
. L . . .

over 90% during elementary and secondary school is very high and it

is less, but still shockiﬁg, for low economic‘ggoups.‘ Depressing )

Py statistics o this “type in general relate likewise to héalth, ‘

housing, employment, alcoholism,fﬁelinquéncy and family break-up.,

\ i

The costs of "living within the poverty cycle are brutally high#

\..’ 0
}he community, organization leaders and the®professionals - n /

.
.

coungellors, teachers, social workers, rehab, personnel and

s

all the others - have a grave responsibility for cofreqtives and o -

preventives of our society's deep sores of discontent. . ~ \ - , \

\ - N .

S
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N . . TABLE
J’ 2
, 3
, Grade Level Increases for 1, 2 and 3 month periods of .
1 .a *
S‘tudents in Grades 4 - 7 levels in reading (Comprehension) .
and Arithmetic (Reasoning).
. \ .
< !
Time . Number Reading Standard Range of
. of, Comprehension Grade
Months Students Grade Increase: Deviation Increase !
' Mean , t
.
1> 68 . 1.11 .63 0 - 2.4
. )i
(«, g} X 2 25 1.31 .99 0 - 3.4
s . 3 7 2.5 1.95 .6 - 574
Arithgetic P
Reagoning . : ’ ’ .
\ . Grade Increase . . )
- Mean ’ »' :
’ . ) L} B \ ’ )
N - 1 ‘ 56 .82 .61 v« 0 - 32
2 19 ) .51 -4 0.- 3.0 )
3 6 oL 2,17 1.7 .3 -3.9
- “ ¢ - ] D ‘e
. g . ' '
I ‘A . o '
. Mean agerof students: 26 years . (7S \
v }/7 . g Rarfge of a.ge of students: 16 - 51 years.
: y r . s ) ° ‘
. - Rﬁitiq of man to women: 2 / 1.\. \ . . '
o ‘ : " : /
-~ / I3
! LI i
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¢ . . 1
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Reference: The Hawthorne Report: A Survey of the Contemporary
Indians of Canada, Volume 2, October, 1967. C
Page 132: .... there is a 94 per cent loss of school population
between grades one and twelve, The natdonal, rate of drop-out for
non-Indian students fs~abpproximately &2 per cent. v
Page 131: .... Samp}es taken throughout the provincés show tHat
approximately 80 per cent of Indian children repeat grade one.
<+ ... The failure pattern then remains consistent through to grade
eight. In grade eighty a large number of Ipdian students leave
school.

* >
Page 132: ... The school system 18 perceived as unck#ngeable and
students concludg that 1f they cannot meet the requirements of the
school, they are automatically unahle to succedd at anything 4n thF

- .

Page 142: It is ditficult #o imagine how an Indian child attending
an ordin§ty public school Could, degyelop, anything but a negative
gglf-image. First, there is nothing in his culture represented in it
or valued by it. . . o
Page 167: % further requirement in the professional training of
teachers is that educatohg who instruct Inc s should have a, know-
ledge ofg Indian psychclogy, of native cultures™and of the work
situation faced by those who live on the reserve.
Reference: A Study of §ta_d dized Reading Test Resu¥Ns of Indian
Pupils (1965-1966) by Rose C. Colliou, Language Arts Ins ion,
“Indian Affairs Branch, Ottawg, 1966, :
/
Page 29: Under thqéexisting conditions, no less than 30% of the
pupiLst*ﬂow grade eight who perticipated 1n this year's testing
program are potential drop ours aciording to the fipures tabled
in this study.

Reference: Survev of Indian 'School-Leavers' from Grade 1 to 12

by Lyman Jampolsky or Indian Affairs Branch, Ottawa, September 1, 1966.
L3

Page 1: Of the 2,775 who did not return to school, 1,435 or 50.8%

left with grade 8 or less ...w 2,25 or 70.7% left with grade 10

or less, the minimum requirement in most provinces for admission to

vocgtional schools.

i
]

Page 6: (3) pupils at the high school levels require the;reinforcement

of an intensified guidance program. »

From the shigh drop-out rates in the regular school s&stem from these,
references ;and an estjmated grade.7 level of Iggain adults, the need of
CQmpensatorx\bdsic education, upgrading and basic skills training 1is

t
evident. N

L)
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