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: June, 1973 y ) . ’ 1
’ Dear Friends: - - ]
~ As the school year ends, giving us time to ﬁTEn for ]
next fall, let me discuss with you a problem of great.
concern -- crime and violence in oursschools. While
nothing {s more fmportant than the safety of our’ child-
ren, it has become quite evident that more needs to be
. done to provide adequate protection for them in the

"« elementary or secondary school classroom. ' *
. ~ . ) .
. ™ . BACKGROUND L

]

414 Throughout American history, our schools have been a
pillar of respect, a place where oud children ¢ould -
I{B‘ acquire knowledge ang learn about the ideals and tradi-

.‘ '.:.l_ .,:.'?,. ‘; s
Sm-m———ﬂ———— tions of America. School crime was limited to throwing
TS spitballs, spilling inkwells, or pessibly smoking .in v
the school basement.. But what a difference 20 years ]
I'DOARE IATAOTITAIIMAN] can make. Now, today's culprits think nothing of - — ]
FROM WAS]HINGTON ?xamng windows, wreg%i'r'xg equipment, or even setting
e to the school building. As a matter of fact, a
United stateggﬂaﬁg,ﬁiggma\.oc,zoslo recent study has estimated that the cost of school .
arson, vandalism, burglary and theft comés to at least

half a billion dollars a year. And that doesn't take into account the humar element -- the
. pain and suffering endured by those who have become victims of the rising tide of school violence

—r

Py VIOLENCE IN THE SCHOOLS ‘ -

v

{n 1970, the Senate Subcommittee on Juvenjle delinquency did a study on the increase of
violence in our school systems. What they discovered was truly amazing =- and frightening,

From 1964 to 1968, aggravated assaults increased 43%, assaults on Students rose 167%, assaults
o~ teachers jumped from 25 to 1,807 and homocides on scheol grounds increased a tragic 73%. And,
since 1968, things have gotten worse. -

In New York, for instance, the number of assaults on students and teachers rose from 423 in
1971 to 1,052 last year. : . .

« In Los Angeles, for the first four months of this school year, the number of assaults on
$tudents and teachers nearly doubled over the rate of the previous year. And, in the first six
months of 1972-1973, 69 gun incidents on school grounds were reported. ‘ ..

And, in one major Florida county school system, there were almost 200 assaults on teachers
plus 739 assaults on students last year alone.

But statistics do not tell of the personal and human tragedy.

Not too long ago, in Fort Lauderdale, a junior high schoo)/teacher was shot and killed right
in her school building. . :

In Los Angeles, recent violence resulted in the killing bf three students.

And, in Winston Salem, North Carolina, two 9 year old bdys’, after suffering three beatings,
were forced, over an ejght month period, to pay almost $1,000 to escape further beatings., It
was only after the father of one boy discovered $100.missing from his wallet, that this
4ncredibte extortion racket was disc6vered and the months of torment for the victims brought

to an end. ’ , . )

~ *

. ) : THE FINANCIAL COST N .

While there is no price tag that can befput on the human suffering in school violence,
figures that are staggering have been conpiled for damages done to school buildings and for the
costs of trying to prevent such damages. ‘ )

In just six Florida counties, total losses from larceny, vandalism, arson and bufﬁT;ry came -
to‘almost $3.3 million last year, and that doesn't count bomb th;gets which cost an_average of.
52,009 a piece. . ]

In New York City, vandalism cost about 52.7 millfon in 1971 and now the city has to pay about
$3 million for the services of approximately 1,297 school security guards.

O ’ 57
ERIC - 8

IToxt Provided by ERI B




-to get insurance omr school buiTdings. The cost of school crim2, of course, comes rigtt out of

- . /
e

. ‘

In Los Angeles, school officials ~:portea Tusses of 52,37 million For the 1971-1872 <ahas)
yoar. This year, the city has 235 fulltime security agents .amployed and.a school secu ity budygt .
of gva $3 millfon. Since 1966, Los Angeles has spent over $10 million on scnool crim: control
that c.uld have been spent on education. -
- And, finally, in Callas, Texas,.spending on school security is expected to increase from $1
millio. ‘this year to $1.5 million next year, " o )

The probTem has become so critical that it has become virtually impossible for schc)) systems

the"te :payer's.‘pocket.

PS

WHAT CAUSES SCHOOL CRIME

‘ . * .
3 ' B . .

$H ‘ar, rost of the problems have come in the inmer city, ra her than the suburban 3Ir ryral
schools. MNo simgle factor can be blamed for the shocking incre se of school crime, Rather,
there are a number of causes.

First, drugs have beenr a major stimulant, Orug addicts need: °g monay for a Ffix, or Jrug
pu.hers wanting to make a quick buck, have found schools and stu ents to be particilaris vulner-
ah e to stexling andextortion. ’

Secord, forced busing has contributed greatly to the protlem., 3y crdering chi}irem to he ¥
> »ed out of their own neignbsrhoods, the courts have broken doy the rarental in apest n, and

"I.3 % jonger "police" the situation the way they could when students went to a school in the

2 ~horkcod. Now, children going into strange reighborhoods uften become 2asy targets vor the
nt.ivum elament and parents are out of touch. Furthermore, forced busing has brought cn
n~icntonad racizl tension which has frequently been the cause of school vioTence, ‘

Thirdly, thera has been a resurgence of gangs in and arcund the schools and a shocking in-
21232 in the number and variety of weapons being brought by students and others onts school
frourds, - The presence of these weapons, in so many young hands, has led to further crime ard
vinlence -- often with tragic consequences. ' . ,

And iast, but certainly not least, a breakdown in respect of authority in general and- for
schonls and teachers in particulas has been a major source of difficulty. If we are to provide
»alitr education in our public schools, we must restore to those schools an atmosphere of
r-ipogt where tegchers can teach and students can learn without disruption and withaut fear of

‘physical harm.

NHAT CAN BE DONE

~ A number of proposals have been.méde'to bring abgut a reduction of this growing wave of S
school crime and violence. Some of these have already been implemented while others are still

,uqder consideration., Among them are: .

--beefed up security forces in ?he schools 1n the daytime and increased utilization of the

.schools at night, .

--metal detectors throygh which all those entering the schools wou]d.h;ve to pass. This:
would -reduce the number of weapons :on schdol grounds. I . i

--alarm‘systems, both in classrooms.and the halls, that could alert secyrity guards to
unauthorized entry or imperiding violence. - e :

--identification cards for all students. This would help school officialk keep non-
students, who cause so much school crime, off school grounds. s _

--community programs aimed at bringing/parents together, reducing racial tension, and
restoring parental interest in,.and support for, the schools. ’ '

--new legisiation to help deter crime in the schools. - ,

The problem with all these approaches is that they cost money and, in many instances, the

roney 1s not available, Many school districts are having a tough enough tima making ends meet
as 1t 4s. F— . . ’
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