| . DPCUMENT RESUME
ED 112 855 . IR 002 564

. ~TITLE - ~ ,‘.Publlé Use of Public Channels: Opportunities in Cable
' N Lo Teleconnunlcatlons. First Report to the General
o Assembly. e <
~  INSTITUTION Connecticut State Commission on the Educat10nal and
.. Informational Uses of Cable Telecbnmunlcatlons,
’ . Hartford. _ .

PUB DATE 15 Feb 75 : ' T

NOTE 96p. -///

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.76" HC-S“ 43 Plus Postage = ' ' .

DESCRIPTORS *Cable Television; Educdtional Flanning; *Educational

Television; Information Needs; Information Networks;
Information Sources; Instructional Media; Interagency
Cobrdination; *Media Research; Public Policy; State
Legislation; State Licensing Boards; State Prograas;
Statewide Planning; *Telecommunication; Ut111t1es s

, IDENTIFIERS Community. Access; *Connecticut
'Aasmnac '
' For the benefit of the Connecticut General Assembly, .
a flrst report is subaitted on the importance, developlent and future

uses of ,cable telecommunications for educational and informational
purposes. ‘Current status of cable television in theistate's 169 towns
is described, along with names of licensees and progress in '
constructlon. membership on local advisory counc;ls‘as -required by
‘the State Public Utilities Commission also is listed,.: Developments
and possibilities in public information, schools,: llbrarles, the
government channel, higher education, health and sochial sciences, and
interstate cooperation are summarized. Recommendatiohs far
telecoamunications policy as requested by the Assembly are promised

- in a further report. (SK) ’ b =

.\\\% R

***************************************** 0 o o o oo ok o oo ok o o ook ok ook ok

* Documents acqulreﬂ by ERIC include many informal- unpublished *
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal =*
. * reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche .and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
~ % yia the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not- *
* responsible for the quality of the.original document. Reproductions *
* *
* *

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
a3 o o oo o o oo oo o o o o oo o oo o o o oo o o o oo o ok o o ek ok ok oo ok oo ook ok




~ publie chaﬂfnels
opportumtles
- T in
* cable *
? telecommumcatlon

US DEFARTMENT OF HEALTH,
e EOUCATIONIWELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EOQUCATION
tHIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO
DUCEC EXACTLY A5 RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSONOR ononmunononlcm .
ATING 'T POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS o i |
STATE D DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE
SENT OFFIC1AL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUC ATION POSITION OR Pcu_ncvk .

FIRST REPORT
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Commission on the Educational and
u“, of Cable Telec 0mmunicatli ::s Informational

Ila-rtlo’rd, Connecticut .. ' Fobruary lg; 1975-




o e

[

y P T AR o a *

_ - Cable is an industry #hich'is closely s

linked to several major national : ‘ :

industries including jelectronic data )

processing, telephoné¢, television and S E ]\\/
.radio broadecasti he motion picture ,

and music industriés, and communica-
tions satellites. A&though e§ych cable : .
system 18 a local e terprzse, it : ' '

distributes televieion signalg in ' y fb '
interstate commqrce."Becaua of these
- characteristics, cable requires a

consistent and cohe,ent national policy. . : T o l
Recognition 3f the ﬁeed for a national ‘L : .
policy, however, mudt not preclude an ' -

appreciaticn for thﬁ important and
often diverse -local interests in the
development and performance of cable
,8ystems. Lo¢aZzam plays as zmportant o o~
‘a role in our system of Wmass communi- ' : :
o ! cations as it does in our. system:
of government. Cable can fulfill its _ ) _
promise of provzdzng;a'medzum for a o
multitude of diverse voices serving '
both local and national purposes only
as long as state local governments
are given a substantial role in
‘determining the pochzea for cable
; e communications services.

(W
--CABLE REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT i
BY THE CABINET COMMITTEE ON CABLE 2
COMMUNICATIONS, January 16, 1974
4
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April 7, 1975 are appended to File Copies of this FIRST REPORT deposited .
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The‘Honorab1e‘Mar§ Martin ° February 15, 1975 cT

*The Honorable Howard Klebanoff
CO-chairmen, Education Committee .

State Capitol ,
Hartford, Connecticut .

Dear Senator Martin and Repr. Klebanoff;

It gives me gréat pleasure to transmit to vou and your colleaques on the
Education Commjttee the First Report of the Commission to Study-the
Educational and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunications.

"As you are aware, the Commission was eskablished by Special Act 74-111
of the 1974 session, and was charged to make a studv of, and submit
recommendations regarding, the importance, develooment and future. uses
of cable telecommunications for educational and informational nurposes,
said report to be submitted to the General Assemblv no later than
February 15, 1975. The sum of $50,000 wasapnropriated to carry out
the purposes of the Act. . -

' As you may know, the Commission has encountered several obstacles to date

in its effort to carrv out the charge of the Legislature and complete its
report within the time alloted. Regrettably, we are not now in a position

to provide you with a final reoort, for it was our feeling that the qravity
of the subject matter committed to our study reouired that our investigation.
be carried out with all due deliberation. We have therefore decided to
request that the General Assembly grant us an extension of.our.deadline
sufficient to allow completion of the study in the manner in which it

should be carried out, and simultaneously provide you with this First &
Report so that you will be aware of our activities to date.

It is our belief that the proper development of the educational and informa-
tional potential of cable telecommunications here in Connecticut is of
critical importance. At the present time, it is safe to say that cable

- tellevision is still in its infant stages here. It is a communications
medium that may one day reshane our lives in much the same way that
technological advancements in the field of communications have always

done. In light of the impact that this medium could have on our lives,

our educational institutions and the manner in which we handle information,
the General Assembly, and more oarticularly, the Education Committee,

* demonstrated great foresight in creating thigngmmission to study this
complex field.

6
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We are aware that Representative Klebanoff has introduced HB 6708, which
would extend the life of the Commission to February 15, 1976. The
Commission fully supports this bill, and applauds your initiative in
introducing it, as this will provide us the time that.we feel will be-
necessary to do justice to the subject matter.

There is another matter of which ydu should be-aware, one.that we . .hope
will be resolved in the very near future. That is the desperate need
of the Commission to be a]]gted access to the funds appropriated to it.

We have tried unsuccessfullyl on several occasions to have these funds L
allocated to us as needed by the Legislative Management Committee. ‘At

“their December meeting, it was decided that no action should be taken

until a decision was made by the 1975 session as to whether the life

of the Commission should be extended.

We have been in operation since October, and as the attached report reflects, ’
have accomplished a good deal in that time. However, the financial uncer- e
tainty has placed a considerable strain on the morale of the Commission

and its members, none of whom are comoensated for the many hours they’

have already put into this proaect Furgher, this uncertainty has seriously

impeded our ability to progress with our study at the pace and in the

depth necessary. .

The Commission, prior to "January 1st., was the benefactor of the offer of

the State Librarian to provide staff services using funds available to . .
him under a Federal grant. Unfortunately, these positions were lost

when the grant expired at the end of December. Since that time, one of

our- staff members has been working without salary, and the other has

left 'to seek more secure employment. Until we are able to begin drawing

agajnst our initial appropriation, our ahility to complete the final )

rep?rt requested by the General Assembly is questionable:

It is my hope that the General Assembly will act: swiftly in the matter of
extending the 1ife of the Commission, and that in so doing, it will extend
simultaneously the original appropriation, so that it does not lapse at the
end of the fiscal year. In anticipation of early action by the Legislature
we will shortly be preparing a revised budget for the Legislative Management
Committee, and I will gladly provide you and the members of your committee
with this document. With your support, it is our intention to work dili-
gently over the next year to produce a report containing recommendations
designed to insure that the citizens of Connecticut will reap the full
“fruits of the vast educational and informational potential of cable
telecommunications: .

I trust that the information contained in this First Report is helpful to
you in your deliberations.

Sincere

\

1 | ) |
\\:'n"/y\ OML"T\'UNL T

QOHN JEFFREY ALMQUIST
‘. Chairman

2 4
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. STATE OF CONNECTICUT '
B "CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY )
) 231 CarroL AveNue y Hartroro, Connecmicur 06115

CABLE, INFORMATION SERVICES - ROOM 601
e . P TEL. H 566-73115

!

SPECIAL ACT 74-111 S
File No..546 '

Substitute House Bill' No. 5105

o N

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A CONBISSION - OM THE
* EDUCATIOMAL ,AND INFORNATIONAL USES or CABLE
TELBCOBRUNICATIONS. :

A Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Asseskly convened:

Section 1.  There shsll be ‘& coOBB1SSiAON "
consisting ot tour sesbers ot the 3joint standing
cossittee on education appointed by the chairsen : .

. 'of said cossittes, not sore than two of vhos shall ‘
be of the sase political party; apd tventy-one
. persons apppointed by the govergor, one of whos
shall be representative  tros’'the state plannang ,
councii; one represeiitativé fros the board/ for
state acadesic avards; one representative frés the . '
Connecticut Instaitute or Health ~ BHanpower' '
Resources; one representative fros the Connecticut
Higher Education Television "Association; one
representative fros tae cossission for higher
eaucation; cne representative from the state
library; one -representative tros the state-ivard
of education; onm representative fros the
Copnecticut Audio-Yisual Education Association;
one representative fros A6 Connecticut  Public
Television; oOme Cepresentative ftros the Cable

Television Operators Association; one
tepresentative froa comsercial broadcast
television; one = representative “fros the
Connsecticut Conference of Mayors; one

toptosontdilve fros the cossission on the arts;
one representative fros the Connecticut Library
Association; one representative fros the public
utilities cossission; omne representative from the
Connecticut AssoGgiation for the Advancesent of

» School Adsinistration; and five :epr%sentatives of " 7
the public who have desonstrated interest- ana -
‘ creativity in the inforsational and educational

uses of the commumicactions.




SPECIAL ACT 74-I11

"Sec. #. Said commission shall conduct a
study of, and make recosmendations regardang the

importance, developRént and future use of cable

telecomsunications for . @ducational . and
informational purposes. 1This study shall be made
with reference to Federal Coaaunications

Comsaission :ogullticns which reguire a, five year
period during which cable channels Bamust be set
aside - for educational, local governmental: and
public access purposes, and shall include, but not
ke limated to, the following: (n The
identifaications Ot the needs and costs of
educataonal and ipformational uses of cable
' teleécoasunicationis; (2) an examipation of the type
ot control and’ franchising of cable
telecosaunications in Connecticut, including the
distribution of channel usages, vhich will best
protect, pronotz and assure BAXiEUR Aaccess for
.aducational {(rd 1nto:||tionnl purposes; (3)
development o
funding .adeguate ' to encourage educational
flexibility, convenience and experimentation, and
to develop open or closed carcuit programs for all
educational levels and types of . needed
informational services; (4) the feashbility of
establishing conlqnity Anformaticn centers which
are convenient to non~cable subscribers; (5) thae
seans of co-operating with other ‘states in the
developa®dt and use of cable telecomamunications;
(6) an examination of those criminal ana civil
laws, including, but. pot limitdd to, 1libel,
.slander; obscenity and copyrighat, which may affect
use of -and WcCess to the cable by placing
liability in the: first instance  on - the cable
oporutot. '(7) consideratich of the establishment

of ] - permagent coamission on cable

telecommunications; and .(8) all- other gersane
matters. '

"Sec. 3. Said commission may eamploy such
professional and clerical assistance as it decas
DecessaAry to carry out the provisions of this act.

Sec. 4. Said commission shall, not later
.than Pebruary 15, 1975, report its findings to the
1975 session of the general asseably and recomsaend
to said session  of the general asseably any
legislative programs which will achieve the
purposes ot this act.

Sec. 5. The sum of fifty thousana dollars is

appropriated tc said coamission to. implement the

purposes of this act, which appropriation shall be
from the sum appropriated to the fibance advisory
committee under section 1 of number 74-31 of the
special acts of the »current session’ for ' the

' reserve for legislation affecting agency budgets
and shall be administered by the joint coasittee
on legislative management.

°

e »
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To assura thet tha vest sducationsl and

informationsl potentiel of cables telecommunicetions will
developsd and utilised to the grestast possible Ql“l;t.

-
-

4 state policy which will ensure




o (]l!HISSION ‘ON THE EIHKJVT]ONU“.4AND INF(HUWW[PONAL
1. USE§5 OF:(JNBLIE'FElIK]]HMUNl(JNTl(I!S |

v

CHAIRM@N: J. JEFFREY ALMQUIST
VICE-QHA{RMAN: SETH'HOUCK

Roster of Members

J. JEFFREY ALMQUIST - PUBLIC .
GEORGE M. BENNETT, JR. - PUBLIC "* :
WALTER T. BRAHM - CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY

_FRANK R. DeLUCIA - CONNECTICUT, CONFERENCE OF MAYORS “ Y
_ ROBERT 6. HALE, SR. -CONNECTICUT AUDIO VISUAL EDUCATION ASSOC. *)}4//’
SETH HOUCK-- PUBLIC: - / ay/
MATTHEW T. JENETOPULOS - CONNECTICUT CATV ASSOCIATION -/ P/
-PETER M. KELLUGG - COMMISSION ON THE ARTS ,,' ‘o, o
REF. HOWARD M. KLEBANOFF - LEGISLAT - Ty
NOLAN LUSHINGTON - CONNECTICUT LIBRARY&ASS CIATION B
SELMA LEE WARKOWITZ - CONNECTICUT INSTATUTE FOB HEALTH MANPOWER

RESOURCES, INC.
~ GERALD J. McCANN - PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
" EDNA NEGRON-SMITH - PUBLIC =
. REP. CORNELIUS P. O'LEARY: -~ LEGISLATOR
JOHN PALMER - CONNECTICUT BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION
VIRGINIA PETTIROSS - CONNECTICUT HIGHER EQUCATION TV ASSOCIATION
GEORGE SAMAHA - PUBLIC . )
BERNARD D. SHEA - BOARD FOR szTE ACADEMIC AWARDS ~
IRA J. SINGER - CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT OF
* SCHOOL. ADMINISTRATION
HERBERT .SMITH - COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
PAUL K. TAFF -.CONNECTICUT PUBLIC TELEVISION v
' GEORGE WEST - STATE.BOARD OF EDUCATION ) '

MARGARET CLELAND - EXECUTIVE OFFICER ' V/

N

REP. WILLIAM CHURCHILL, Legislator ) were members of the Commission ‘

REP. RUTH H. CLARK, Legislator =~ | '): as originafly constituted.
HAROLD R. STERRETT,. III, Connecticut Y Their pogitions are currently
' State Planning Comm1ttee * vacant i

-ADELA M. EADS’ represented State Board of Education pr1or to appointment
' of GEORGE WEST , o

February 15, 1975
P
L /
/
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PURPOSE AND PROCEDURES ' o

-

“The Commission on the Educational and Informationai Uses of Cable f%]ecommunications ,

-was convened.on October 1, 1974 by Senator Ruth Truex and Representative Rufus Rose, Co-

. chairmen'of the Education Committee. Senator Truex cited the charge to the Connﬁssion

to study and make recommendations concerning the importance.‘development and future use

of cab]e'telecommunications with specific reference to'public' hannels designated bv the
Federai Communications Cmnnission for an experimental five-yeaqvperiod.* The intent of o
the ]egisiation'was to develop State policy for the most efféct\ve use of cable technoi-

-ody in the public interest. o \ ' ,

\
\

' Officers were eiected committees formed, and policies and procedures adopt Regular
" meet?ngs were held at least twice monthly. Public hearings- were he]d in New London and
Danbury. Public notice was duiy.given of all meetings. Records.‘correspondence and ’ )
other Commission files have been maintained for official audit and public inspection at

the Commission;s'headquarters at the State Library. o —

L 4

- Admdnistrative and secretariai staff office space,: telephone, dup]icating and mailing
faciPities to operate, the. Commission were contributed through December 31, 1974 by the
Cornecticut State Library, with the expectateon that funds appropriated to the Commission
would be made avai]abie to the Commission to continue the impiementation of the charge
from the Legislature. Research and public ifformation services have been‘provided by

- the State hibrary to the Commission by the Library's Cable Information Services unit,
whose director, Margaret Cleiand. has served the Commission as executive of?icer, on

detached- service from the Library

Guidelines for this Fzrot Roport were drawn up by the Commission in January. Responsi-
bility for writing the Report was assigned by the Commission to Mrs. Cleiand under the

supervision of Dr. Bernard Shea Chairman of the Conmittee on the Study.

~

5 'The Commission offers the’ Reporf to acquaint members of the Legis]ature with the éco]ogy

of cable in Connecticut and to share information and impressions obtained from a number
of organizations and individuaTs interested/,g/using cab]e telecommunications for public
purposes The Report. does not purport to be a technicai. 1ega1 or anaiyticai study with
considered conclusions a task that remains on the State of Connecticut s agenda.

M. C.
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 LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND: CONNECTICUT FIRSTS

' Connecticut is’a'nationa] pace-setter in cable 1egis]ation.

FIRST STATE T0 ;;:;?t Legis]at1on enacted in 1963, authorizing the Public Unt111t1es
- REGULATE CABL% “? | Comm1ss1on to award franchlses to commun1ty antenna te]ev151on
‘ compan1es made Connect1cut the f1rst state to regu]ate cab]e
| A]though most cab]e franch1s1ng in the country is still con-
v: v ?:'hlai*Aﬁx ducted at the municipal level, there is a d1scern1b1e trend

toward state regu]at1on or overs1ght of some k1nd (summary

“sheet follows). - - | N
‘ iFIRST“STATE ' In 1974 the General Assenbly again enacted first-of-its-kind
[ . ’ . ; ‘
'T0 FIELD A COMMIS- cable legislation by establishing the1COmmission on the Educa-
SION FOR PUBLIC : *tional and Informational Uses of Cab]e'Te]econnmnications. The
USE 0F CABLE Commission's charge was to assure that a portion,of the vast

~ spectrum of cab1e channeﬂs be devoted to public service uses re-'
flecting the needs and 1nterests of Connecticut citizens.” The
_ " legislation was commended by the: Federa] Communications Com-

| , . , £ y
1 . mission, which in 1972 set aside three=free so-called access

channels for education, state and local government, and the

Al




" OTHERS. LOOK 70

CONNECTICUT FOR A

MODEL STRATEGY

! /

. -how "to aSsure that the'vast'educationaT and informational

l general pub11c.' A number of other staées are draft1ng 1egis-

%make effect1ve use of cab]e.~

is a]so eV1dent, however, that w1thoutra State po]1cy and

respons1ve ‘to Connecticut's pr1or1t1es and‘bub11c 1nterests

‘ potent1a1 of cable te]ecommun1cations W111 be deve]oped and

>, el
' ' ! ‘v" "7 Y 4

lation similar to Connect1cut s Spec1a1 Act 74 111

The realization that t1me for exper1mentat10n w1th access chan-
ne]s is runn1ng out and that ass1stanc% to deve]op qua11ty
pub11c programmang is needed, is a matter of grOW1ngwconcern
to)access-m1nded c1t1zens and off1c1a1s across the country
Many now 1ook to Connect1cut S Comm1ss1on to devise a State

strategy that w111 he]p educators, pub11c agenc1es and c1t1zens

o
/
: Q

It,is‘sz;:ent to the Comission that informed Connecticut cit-

izens comsider pubTic use’of pub1ie channe1s«important. It

State support 1nterest1ng and useful "cable programm1ng truly
may not be fu11y developed. Hopefu]]y, the Comm1ss1on will be

authorized to continue its study and advise the-Leg1s1ature
o SR e

ut111zed to the greatest poss1b1e extent.
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APPROVAL BY COMMISSION AND GON- . -
TIGUOUS MUNICIPALITIES REQULRED S

* o V!

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION .~ PSC

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, MUNICIPALITY | o
OFFICE OF CABLE TV «_ . | o
COMMISSION ON CABLE. TELE- COMMISSION ISSUES|CERTIFICATES
_VISION © OF CONFIRMATION o,

PUBLIC UTIgJTIEs COMMISSION pUC -

PUBLJC SERVICE BOARD OF ¥ - .

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE . PSB .

PUBLIC UTILITIES“COMMISSION PUC

-
PENDING LEGISLATION
-

ESTABLISH CABLE TELEVISION COUNCIL WITHIN PUC
ESTABLISH STATE COMMISSION ON°TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ESTABLISH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI-SSION

ESTABLISH STATE COMMISSION ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS
REGULATE CABLE UNDER UTILITIES AND. TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

ESTABLISH 'PUBLIC SERVICEACOMMISSION

ESTABLISH A SECTION WITHIN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO

REGULATE CABLE -
also . :
INCLUDE CABLE IN LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (FOR UN-

CABLED AREAS =
- | 10t



. STATE OF.CONNECTICUT ‘ /
. CIONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY . '/
231 CAPITOL AVENUE‘R

’ /
\" !

CONNECTICUT/ CABLE TV FACT SHE

February 15 1975

HARTFORD, CONNECTIC T 06115

FRANCHISES AWARDED: - / .
TOWNS COVERED BY -FRANCHISES:

- 19
99

S TR

NUMBER OF SYSTEM
TONNS RECEIVING'

OPERATING 9
E’vace 2

Gl
i

(

OPERATING SYSTEMS

@

. &
K N ~ © é?
s G & &
aF § &
-59. S SIS |
Coastal Cable TV Co. |Groton 2,000 Ledyard, North Stonington,
1 o . Voluntown, Stonington
Community TV Systems, Nh]]ingford (ready to go) East Haven, North Haven, Branford,
Inc. | ’( _ ; Guilford, N. Branford, Madjson
- Eastern Connecticut - NeWwLondon, E. | 10,000 ° Plainfield, Killingly, Putnam,
" " Cable Television Lyme, Waterford, Griswold ,
L0 Montville -
Greater Hartford CATV Mancﬁester (ready to gd) Nethersfie1d New1ngton Rocky
. . Hi]] G]astonbury
Laurel Cablevision Torrington 2,900 watertown,,Litchfie1d, Thomaston
“New Milford CATV New Milford 2,000 ' Briqgewafer v
Te1eprbmpter of Danbury, Bethel| 12,250 i
Danbury
Telesystems Corp. Meriden 2,200 Southington, Cheshire, Wolcott,
. Prospect
United Cable TV of New Britain 1,500 Bristol, Plainville, Farmington,
Connecticut Berlin
Valley Cable Vision  [Shelton, Nauga-| 12,000 Bethany .
Co. ‘ftuck, Ansonia, : f
Seymour, Derby,
Oxford, Beacon °
Falls .
Waterbury Community Waterbury 5,500 Plymouth, Middlebury
Antenna,‘Inc. .
TOTAL: 21 towns 50,300 " 33 towns
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- BRIDGEPORT COMMUNITY ANTEN-
NAE TELEVISION CO.
(TelePrompTer of Bridgeportz
P. 0. Box 484 (135 Main St
Danbury, CT 06810

, s
Frank Sta]éy%
Dist. Mgr., TPT"
of :Danbury

- 792-0900

Bridgeport;‘M}$¥or6, Strat-
ford,_Orange,‘Hoodbridge'

’$

CABLE VIDEO, INC. R
P. 0. Box 272/Naterford 06385

- Peter Matthews, Exec,
Vice-Pres. - 442-

Norwich Prestow’ Sprague,

8525 Lisbon, Bozrah, Franklin

COASTAL CABLE TV €O. - .
. - 19 Moss Ledge Rd./ /Uestport 06880

Bernard Perry, Pres.

‘Groton, Stqningtoh Ledyard,

226-6986 J/T - N Ston1ngton, Voluntown
' COMMUfoN TV S!STEMS Mel Shlank, Pres. Wallingford, E. Haven, North Haven,
481-343 Branford, Gui]ford N. Branford,

-

- Box 667/Branford oeaoe/’

" Madison

CONNECTICUT RIVER CABFE TV. Bernard Perry,
c/o Moe; Ledge Rd. /Nestport 06880 Pres.- 226-6986

Clinton, 01d Saybrook, Essex, Durham.
Haddam west of CT River, Westbrook,
Deep River, Chester, Killingworth

EASTERN CONN. CABLE TELEVISION
" INC, - P. 0, Box 272/
Naterford 06385

Peter Matthews
442-8?25

New London, Waterford, Plainfield,
Montville, Killingly, East Lyme,
Putnam, Griswold .

GREATER HARTFORD CATV -

Vincent King, Mgr.
801 Parker St./Manchester 06041

646-6400

Manchester, Nethersf1e1d Newingt
G]astonbury, Rocky Hill /.

HAYSTACK CABLEVISION INC.

; Nicholas Eddy,
-510 Main St./Winsted 06098

Pres. - 379-2758

Salisbury, North aan, Norfo]k,
Sharon, Cornwall, 8anaan

HARTFORD CATV - 6171 New Park
Ave. /West Hartford 06110

Raymond A. Petow,
Mgr. - 233-6228

‘Hartford, West Hantford, East Hart-
ford, Nindgor1 B]Oomf1e1d Simsbury

LAUREL. CABLEVISION, INC.
P. 0. Box 516 (339 Main St.)
Torrington 06790

‘Monroe F. Rifkin,
Pres. - 489-0135

Torr1ngt3h Natertqwn Litchfield,
Thomaston : A

NEW MILFORD CATV - (30 Elm St.)
P. Q. Box. 237/New Milford 06776

Paul M. Hancock,
Pres. - 355-0115

I
New Milford, Bridggwater .

Anthony S. Katona,
Mgr. - 379-2288

NORTHWEST CABLEVISION, INC.
110 Main St./Winsted 06098

Hinchester; Harwihfbn, New Hartford,
Barkhamsted, Goshen .

SYSTEMS Tv, INC. (109 Church St.,
Rm. 608) P.0. Box 3027/New Haven 06515

Matthew Jenetopulos,
Pres. ,-. 389-5321

New Haven, West Haven,
Hamden

TELEPROMPTER OF DANBURY
(135 Main St.) P. 0. Box 484/

_ Mgr. - 792-5572
Danbury 06810

Frank Staley, Dist,

Danbury, Bethel

"TELEPROMPTER OF MIDDLETOWN
AJ,J(office closed 1973)

Frank Staley -
Danbury 792-5572

Middletown, Portland, Cromwell,
East Hampton, Middlefield

TELESYSTEMS CORPORATION  °

William Chain, Mgr.

Meriden, Southington, Cheshire,

683-685 E. Main St./Meriden 06450 634-1680 Wolcott, Prospect
UNITED CABLE TV OF CONNECTICUT  Russel Johnson Neéw Britain, Bristol, P]ainvi]]e,
319 Cooke St./Plainville 06062 :'.747-6891 Farmington, Ber]in

VALLEY CABLE VISION CO. " David A. Coe
80 Great Hill Rd./Seymour 06483 Mgr. - 735-9505

Shelton, Naugatuck, Ansonia, Seymour,
Derby, Oxford, Bethany, Beacon Fa11s

WATERBURY COMMUNITY ANTENNA, INC. -John Baker,

757-2400

Waterbury, Plymouth, Middlebury

24 E. Aurora St./Waterbury 06708

(19 areas) page 12

r

(99 towns)
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CAng-No LONGER
,MEREfQ A MASTER
COMMUNITY ANTENN
FOR TELEVISION

NEW TECHNOLOGY ’

AUGMENTS CAPABILI- .

TIES OF CABLE

CABLE INTERFACE
WITH OTHER INDUS-
TRIES RAISES

~ COMPLEX ISSUES

!

Back in the early six%iés'when the General Assembly authorized

.the PUC to franchisémcommuniti antenna television companies,

of technology.

i Ty

e

few legislators would haVe'fmagihed'whaf“advanced‘cable tech-
no]ogy would brihg. A decade or so later an article in the
Hartford Courant described cabje as follows:

Cable television is: a system of pieture and sound
transmission through cablea into people's homes over
gtandard television sets. Reception is excellent
because the signal is protected by cable -- no static,
na ghosts, no znterférence As many as 64 channe'ls
.can be used for voice and non-voice eommunications be-
tween home and a television studio, school, museum,
library, bank, hospital, police, fire departmqnt, and
the like, and can be used’also for meter 'reading, /
burgZar alarms, facsimile _of newspapers, record keep-
ing, mail, messages, opinion polls, and 8o on. Even
by echudzng the most sophisticated uses, cable tele-
vigion can receive up to 65 channels providing every
type of programming from entertaivment to education
to public information to religious services to sports
to consumer informationm.

See diagram, Bold New Concept, and Cabletter for description

With interconﬁection and networking via séte][ite not far in
the offing, cab¥e will be able to serve large and small groups

of people everywhere for as many purposes .as nFOple will invent.
B s
The rapid advance in technology has linked cable telecommuni-

cations with major ‘national industries -- television and radio
broadcasting, telephone, motion picture and music, electonic
data processing, -and communications satellites. These 1inkages

have given rise to hotly contested issﬁés, most of them yet_to
¥

be resolved.

The complexity of the issues poses problems for ready ac?éEE\

to cable telecommunications in the public interest.

14 49 - ' e
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. Ithiel de Sola

" FRO“ TALKING BACK: CITIZEN FEEDBACK AND CABLE TEI£VISION Edited "3’

Zhe MIT Press 1973 Pool
ambridge, Massachusetts " Excer
, pt from PART T--WHAT CABLE CAN BRING
and London, England Section 4--"Community Control of Cable Television
N R Systems" by Charles Tate, staff member of the
. ' ' National Cable Informat1on Service in the Urban
\ oo Institute, Washington, D. C.

PP. 59-60" @OPPORTUN!TIBS FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT :
N ‘€able television provnch a substantial opportunity for urbé&n minority com-
munitice to develop and.control the most powerful culturdl and social instru- -
( . ment intheir communities. It can also provide a viabl ‘economic bau and
, xe _ political leverage for; power-deficicm communities,

A partial listing of the wide variety of pro;7fu- will ;ivo some idea

A @ of the develoPment pouibﬂitieo. .
‘ / ® ' Educational Uscs BLMK PAGE

Video corrclpondence courses m M
Special education programs for unlkﬂled *orker s, house I M&ti-

zens, and handé.appad persons

for students who ar¢’ tempo;‘aruy confined_

| : st
| w eotaped educational programs with other lchoolo. for example,
| . jefice, travel, and cultural programs !
|
i Interconnection ojf lchool‘.yltcml to facilitate administration, teacher con- ‘
| ferences, and seminars ‘\ .

|

\ Greater use of ¢ mputeﬂze/d testing and grading —thus giving teachers rnore
time for tnd(vidual inotruction. , .

' | \
\ Hcalth Uses ' *

Interconnection of medical facxlitien (private olﬂcel. cunicl. h0lpitall) to
provide a wider.range of consifltation services to patients on an emergency -
or nonemergency baul—eopeﬁg}ly thooe without meanse of transportation

Wide dissemination of’preventive medic;l and dental information to the com=-

munity ! . o

%
Information’ programs concerning lanitatiow lovhlo. rat control. garbagl
control, and similar pfoblems.

Legal and Consumer Uses M& PAG

Listing of substandard ’.nd abando E
¢

Review of leases, agreéments, a mrnt

Discussion of labeling, marking, pricing of food, dr\\;, clothing, automobile,
and other consumer products )

\

" Establishment of a "hotline" in legal aid and consumer Notection agencies to
provide immediate notice of fraudulent and oxploitatyi pgacticcl

Use of videotaped records and depositions in nonjury caoel.\

’,

Connecticut State Library - Room 601
231 Capitol Ave./Hartford 06115

Safoty Uscs ‘ \
Installation of firo omerygoncy and burglar alarm systoms in e\mry home
(these systems can operate over the same cable that brings in wdeo signals)

' cable Information Services

Automatic gas, water, and electric m;ter readinge

Rumor control
% ol . .
Disaster and emergency warning systems,. VW@R ov\
| 15 L
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PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD
*IN NEW LONDON AND
DANBURY . = .°

t
v

7
PUBLIC HEARING TO BE

"HELD AT SEYMOUR

HIGH SCHOOL

: 'reguiar meetings in Hartford heid at ‘Teast twice a month

}n the course of its first threv'months of operations. the

¢ Commission on the Educati0na1&and Informationai Uses of Cable

Telecommunications has gained a basic appreciation of the
potential of cable teiecommunications for pubiic service pur-
poses. The Commission has also learned first%hand that educa-
tors, officials and in$brmed citizens are eager to take advan-
tage of the new technoiogy cabie brings to improve the quality -
of 1ife for the peopie of our State. Information was obtained
directly at public meetings :.of the Commission in New Lond0n

and Danbury. Statements were presented to the Conmission at

Some information has been transmitted to the Commissidn

through staff «and surveys COnducted by individual Commissioners.
. <\ : . )

’ . . i
Information offered to the abmmission by groups and

'indiyiduais already experience in cable thoughtfully addresses
some of the issues listed in‘tﬁe\Commission's charge. Much
valuable input of this nature was\obtained at the Commission's
public hearing at the Danbury Pubiic Library. which operates
the official municipal information agency in that city. The
first cable system in the State was built in Danbury and began

*w

operating in February 1972. -

Because of the need to report to the Generai Assembly by Feb-
ruary 15 the Commissiop postponed a pubiic hearing in Seymour

and has yet to schedule hearings in‘Meriden and other areas

»

where cable systems- are operating Citizens' groups represent-

ed in the COnnecticut Cable Coaiition prepared extensive
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statementS'to-present to the Commission at Seymour. The Com- '
m1ss1on 1ntends to hear these statements and to resume reg1ona1

“public hear1ngs as p]anned

5 NHAT ABOUT g The question of cable service for'unfranchised areas»or non- -
UNFRANCHISED AREAS? : bperatgng areas has also arisen. Most of southwestern Connect- | |
/ . icut and the Windham area are unfranchised. In Br1dgeport, New

A Haven and Middletown, wheré franchises were awarded, the sys-
- tems have not heenrbuilt. :COnstruction in Hartford is stalled
_pending the outcome of litigation.

'STATEMENTS_ f fThe~foJ]owing is~a partial-list of individuals and~erganizations
PRESENTED" . ~that have Squltted statements of op1n1on, reports or other in--

- format1on for the Commission's cons1derat1on

‘Hartford Public L1brary “John O° Ne111 M1tre Corporat1on MclLean, V1rg1n1a
" ’La Casa de/Puerto Rico, Hartford Paul Capra, Un1vers1ty of Connecticut
~Norman C6hn§t2ew Haven ‘ Arnold Posner, Cable-RAVE, Meriden
“  Washington te Library - Harry Osgood, Area Cooperat1ve Educational" Ser-
" Rep. Clarice Osiecki, Danbury . vices, New Haven
American Society for Training & Connecf1cut Town & City Managers Assoc1at1on
Development, Conn. Chapter _ Kas Kalba, Harvard University .
Connecticut. Audio Visual Edu- . John WOlfke11 -Supt. of Schools,. Danbury
cation Assocjation . Dr Howard Jacobson University of Bridgeport
" Connecticut Library Association - '~ Hollis Huston, State Dept. of Community Affairs
Connect1cut Association -for the George H. Murray, Institute of Pub11c Service,
- Advancement of School . - University of Connecticut “
R Adm1n1strat1qn o - Barbara Klein, Killingworth Local Adv1sory Coun.
Groton Public Schools - Elizabeth.Fast, Target '76 :
- Trinity-Rensselaer Institute fbr Peter Matthews, Eastern Connecticut Cable
*  Community Education ~ Television, Inc., New London
The Council for Educational Tel- Bryan Sperry, Eastern Connecticut Cable Te]e-
. evision Access of Danbury vision, Inc., New London
" Rev. Dr. John Gagnon, Clinical - John wr1ttner 01d Lyme Schools - T '
Coordinator, Danbury Hospital Bernard Perry, Coastal Cable TV Co s Westport
Day Treatment Program -Sydney Walton, West Hartford -
Gerald Robilotti, Assistant Ad- Connecticut’ H1gher Education Television Assoc.
ministrator for Education, Ivor Hugii, VOTU, West Hartford .
Danbury Hospital : “>Rev. Robert H. Nay]or, F1rst Congregat1ona1
‘Gerald Dash, Darien ’ ' - Church, Danbury
Kay Kohl, New Rural Society, - Connect1cut Office of Civil Preparedness
o N1ndham County © Prof. William Melody, Annenberg School of Com-
Peter Goldmark, Go]dmark Communi- munications, University of Pennsylvania
cations , Stanley J. Quinn, Rad1o/TV Center University
Darien Cable Conm1ss1on oL of Connect1cut
. _ L, : , -
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- Groton Board of:Education
Danbury Taxpayers Association
Danbury Chamber” of Commerce

Equal Rights Commission, Danbury '

Edmond DeVoe,-. Danbury -

- Mayor Charles, Ducibella, Danbury

Mayor John Qu1ne, Meriden

Stuart Porter, Danbury Pub11c
L1brary

Connecticut Cable Coalition

Russell Library, Middletown.

Rotary Club, East Hartford

American Association of Univer-
sity Women, Greater Hartford

~ and C11nton-K1111ngworth
Chapters ¥

-2 " ";

" Bernard Z. Friedlander, University of Hartford

Josh Smith, Community Renewal Team, Hartford

. New London "Public Library Board
.~Danbury Public¢ Schools, Dept. of Adult Educat1on

Danbury Commission on the Aging :

The Cabie Television Education P]ann1ng Commi t-
tee, New Haven .

Connecticut Council on Human Serv1ces

Middletown Ad Hoc Committee for Cable TV

'1 . Middletown Comm1ss1on on the Arts and Cu]tural

Activities -

~ Local Adv1sory Council for Cab]e Te]ev1s1on

Hartford, West Hartford, East, Hartford,
S1msbury, Bloomfield, N1ndsor ’
Sydney Rauchbach Groton Public L1brary Board .

T ‘ . /

NEEDS FOR STATE
SUPPORT CITED

=1

 cable.

Common to a]l'presentatfons_to'the Commission is the call for
an unequivocal State policy to supﬁort_pub]ic use of public

chahnels Cited as needs are trainihg and equipment, technfca]

: ass1stance, research and deve]opment public information, and

assured access to channe]s, in short formu]at1on of a coord1n-
ated State strategy to develop the\Bbtentia1 of cable in the »
public interest. AffTuent and less affluent communities alike
look to the State to develop public policy for public use of

cable. The consensus of informed opinion subports the view

that the quality of life in Connecticut is at issne.

Some of the concern expressed’ to the Commission stems from the
chronic state of flux of Federal regulations pertaining to

In capsule, current FCC access rules require cable .

systems operating in the top-100 markets;, which cover most of




FCC REDUCES REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR
LOCAL CHANNELS

-~

CABINET REPORT T0
THE PRESIDENT ALSO

" RECOMMENDS REDUCING

ACCESS CHANNELS

Y

Connecticut, to make chanhe]s and simp]e studio facilities

ava11ab1e to education, government and the general pub11c free

‘of charge for an exper1menta1 per1od of five years. If. the

channels "are not well ut111zed they can revert to the cable
operator for other uses. Similarly, leased channe]sj’??—hot
used, cou]d revert to the cable system after five years. The
requirements for pub11c access fac111t1es, however, have been

progressfve]y-reduced by FCC in the hope of relieving the.cable

‘industry of, burdensome investment in public access at a time

When capita] for construCtion is scarce. The cutback is Just1-
fied, says FCC, since pubtic channe]s are not being used. A |
recent ruling also eliminates the requiremegt for local origin-
ation in markets outside the so-calied top-100. Local origina-
tjpn differs from public access in that the cable operator is

responsible for programming the channel and is free to use

" advertisements to cover his costs. This ruTing affects on1y a

few.towns in Connecticut. One is New London where local orig-

“ination was rece*t?y all but suspended

Indications are, moreover, that FCC may reduce the three access

channels to“one in the near future, at least in the case of

- systems constructed before 1972. A Cabinet Report to theiPres-

ident from the Office of TeJecommuniCations'Policy,_reppmmend-
ing new legislation, already drafted, wou}d'a]so reduce the e

number of required access channels to. one. *In the face of -

’these developments 1ncreas1nq numbers of Comnecticut citizens:

must 1ook to the State for assurance that time and support will
be'duly/provided;tdya]]ow for adequate experimentation with

public uses of public channels.




FCC-PUC
RELATIONSHIPS

CONNECTICUT:
A GOOD MARKET
FOR CABLE

'at that time, PUC stated its conviction that-it was "in the

" where practicable.” On another occasion the Chairman of the

public Chanhels. Equipment dnd expert1se‘awe widely available ,

 Because FCC has preempted. regu]ation of the access ehanneTs,/,/

the Pub]ic Ut111t1es Cmmn1ss1on has deferred to FCC 1n/acces\\\ﬂ
matters. In August 1972 PUC whlch is the franch1s1ng_/uthor’ re
ity in Connect1cut mod1f1ed certa1n terms’ of franch1ses |

1ssued before the 1972 FCC Rulemaking. In making these changes

best interest of the‘Conneeticut citizenry that Connebticut'

CATV franchises %egconsistent with FCC rules and regulations

PUC, reviewing the'regulatqry situation in Connectieut;}ob-
served that "the Congress and the FCC ... could have,preempted’
CATV and.left the states no jurisdiction at all. They‘did not

do that but they basica]]y Teft to the stateés only the power
of franch1sj>g and rate setting ’

In the face of mounting Federal restrictions on pub]ib access
channe]s; however, the question arises: What expedients and

incentives can Connecticut devise to assure the availability

and utilization of public chamels?

Many advantages however, mitigate the preva111ng uncertain-
ties over Fgﬂera] regu]at1on. The Connecticut market for both
conventional and 1nnovat1ve cable services is favorable. The'
education ' business and professional conmunities as well as

-~y

the cab]e 1ndustry are interested-in deve]opihg pub11c use of.

in schools and colleges. Technical assistance is available

from a number of Stdte agencies and institutions. Construction

is proceeding apace, and the ‘technology 1is advanted.‘ Geography

is compact. .

29 - v
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'COMMISSION AND LOCAL -

ADVISORY COUNCILS
CAN STIMULATE GROWTH
'OF PUBLIC CHANNELS

STATE OF THE ART
"REPORT IN PROCESS

b -

STATE {IEWED AS
HIGHLYY?LIGI LE FOR
DEMONSTRATION FUNDS
- r

' courage innovation.

Connecticut has also created a number of institutions to en-

the Educational and Informationa14Usés of Cable Telecommunica-

tions and the Loca]lAdvisor& Councils, which can set into

Chief among tHEEé‘arg the Commission on

14

motion a statewide dynamic for the development of useful and

interesting prograhming responsive to ‘the in%erESts of Connect-

icut people and the'priorities of the State.

state of the art in Connecticut.

~”

‘The Commission is currently preparing a detailed report on the

Included in the report will

be statements of what cable means to different organizations

v

and sectors in Connecticut, with facts and figures about con-

stituencies.

S

programming likely to be developed for public channels in Con=-

necticut.

The report will also include projections of-

A later report will de 1 with alternative strategies

and incentives for developing such programming.

o

presents favorable characteristics for a major d

in pub11c service uses of .cable.. A proposal_

. st63@:1n>statew1de educational d;;2:§@ratxaﬁ§‘stgg able tele-

‘There are officials in the Federal Government, in the cable

industry; in research oraanizatjons who fee?“thq&\&;;:ectidut

)rah/n,

f a§ﬁb111t

commun1cat1ons was presented to*the’LegTs]ature 1ate in 1973

e by the Mitre Corporat1on, an acknowledged Teader 1n/the f1e1d

e

of system des1gn for 1nteract1ve cable se?vlges (The M1tre

proposal and testimony to the Commission are appended to File

Copies of the FIRST REPbRT.) The crgationVOf the Commission on

~
the Educational and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunica- Z

tions has heightened expectations that Connecticut will con-

26 . 30
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~ Ceive a viable strategy to program designated access ehannels.
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Successfu] 1np1ementat1on of the Connﬁss1on s charge can
attract talent and funds for cab]e research and development 1n
Connecticut that will benefit the citizens of our State and

serve as a much sought-after model e]sewheﬁe in the country.

NEED TO CLARIF? HOW To)carry out the charge, however, the Commission will need the

CABLE.WILL BE REGU- hé]p of»thevLegislature.in addreséing important related issues.
_~LATED UNDER NEW One of these is the impaét 6f propoée& changes in the Public

ADMINISTRATIONl Uti]ities.Commiss%on on the regu]atibn bf cable in Connecticut.

2

Another consideration is the opportunity-to focus expertise in

the statewide communications survey under way on the applica-

tions of cable technology to the educational and-informationé]

needs of ch11dren and adults wherever they Tive in our State.
(The survey is d1scussed below.) The need to explore the use

of cable as a trade-off in energy and tran

rtatien is parti
~

. éAN CABLEE BE USED TO _cab]e as a means of equalizing educational opportynity.

text of Commissioner Shedd's request appears in a section o

education, be]ow.'

Much needed is a concerted effoft to canvass systematica]ﬂy

| sqﬁrtes of Federal funds for cable-related purposes}/ Substan-
tial amounts of funds applicable to the development of cable to
enhance local communication are available, for example, ynder
the new Federal Community Development Act. The Department of

/ CommUHiyy Affairs has applied for a $100,000 grant under. the ’

Act t9 ass1st local governments in deve]op1ng the municipal

c:;yﬁel (see section on the Government Channel, below) Larger

R : o

amgunts of such funds may be available to establish-community

- ’A%information centers in branch libraries, for example; to cable-
31 27




\ . ‘ .
\ cast community programs from state colleges and public librar-

<jes;,to fund public information projects and programs. Funds
# for video equipment and TV productian facilities are available
under a range of HEW Federal titles for schools, colleges,

libraries and public television. Funds are also avaj]ab]e
from the National Science Foundation, the Nafiona{ Ehdowment
for the Arts, the National Endowment for fhe'Humanities,Aand
other sources. The Commission is currently 1nvestigat1ng the
availability of assistance from the Federal CiQil Service Com-

mission and the U.S. Department of Labor for the training of

A}

©

- intergovernmental personnel. With support from the legislators

MAJOR SEARCH SHOULD  and assistance from executive departments of .the State the

BE MOUNTEb Td | Commission could deve]opxa coherent statewide strategy for
OBTAIN AND ' seeking public and private grants and applying them to develop -, .
COORDINATE GRANTS public use of public cable channels thrbughodt Connecticut.

o - High on the. 1ist.of the,Commissibn"s'pfiorities is the study of
"PATTERNS OF USE . patterns of use of information services such as Library-]ine,' ’

‘OF INFORMATION the Governor's State Information Bureau; and certain "hotline"

SERVICES CAN | _ telephone services. Evaluation of the use of these services.”
v PROVIDEE%NRUT T0_ - will be of great help in maging decisions about the deéign of

SYSTEM DESIGN public cable pfogfa ng {n‘éonnecticut. These seryjcés are

. valuable not oniy for the‘convenience and economy they offer
in and of themselves but also for what their use may reveal

- " about as yet unfilled information neégs’in Connecticut.

In this connection, it is of inferest to note that an estimated
\Hteﬂf;;:ﬁzzhﬁ;of calls to Library-line cou]d use a video dimen-
_—" " sion to“Qébd-advantage.’ Ca]]é to Library-line are cost-
'{i‘/ ;fi/ effective in terﬁs of conservation of manpower and material

resources. A video capability might well reduce expenditures

28 oz
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SURVEY COULD YIELD

DATA ON COST-

 EFFECTIVENESS

“the New York Timés Data Bank at the ?tate Library would greatly

- Committee. The study will considerfexisting and a]téngifi—nggi////

~ cations systems in adjacent states and regions. e six major

‘ ' . - ~ o
- and emergency medical servicesy education; transportation; and

_hot be complete without consideration of cable, the Commission. .

further by cutting back the need for sending copies of docu-

ments. The opportunfty for callers to scan the terminal of

enhance the value of this facility to State agencies, scholars

and other researchers in Connecticdt. ‘ Y
\ - -

Communications needs for Connecticut State government aﬁd in-
terrelated regionﬁ] and local systems are currently being
surveyed by the Applied Research Division of Booz, A]]en‘and
Hamilton, Inc. under the' direction of the State Office of Civil

Preparedness and the Connecticut Communications Coordinating

and levels of‘communigatioﬁs, ingluding interface with _communi- ..
‘!

governmental areas to be studied are criminal justice and law

(

: , ! \ . L

enforcement agencies; conservation and human resourcés; health
- //"

general gdvernmeqt.vahe‘study is due to be completéd by June.

Since any survey of communications needs in Connecticut would

urges,phét the Booz,;Allen-dnd'ﬂamilton study consider cable as

an alternative mode for delivering a range of educational and
informational services. Information from the study can be used
immgdiate]y-to facifitate planning and budgeting for the Boai%t;//f/
for State-Academfc Awards, which admfnisters the. external degrke .
program, and for the State Board of Educétion. Both Boards are
actively interested in exploring the use of cable as a cost-

effective system for delivering educational services. Results

of the study would also be applicable readily to a number of

research, health and consumer services.




PUBLIC INFORMATION
RADIO PROPOSED

CONTINUING STUDY
ESSENTIAL

EXTENSION REQUIRED
70 MAKE PROPER .
RECOMMENDATIONS

.

Not to be overlooked is the fact that cable can deliver dozens

of FM radio signals in addition to video. A proposal for regu-

lar statewide public information radio programs has been pre-

sented to the.Commission for study.

A11 these matters require informed decision-making, in which

the Commission can play an effective role. It will not be

' enough.'however! to 1ist possible community uses of cable or

e&en_to providg free channels. Leadership and cooruination
will be needed to mount the promoﬁionaI effo;t. progranqﬂng,
effqrt,_demonstration‘effort ahd'f?:;hcihg'effo;; that must
accompany our good intentions. Continuing stﬁdy is essential
for optimal use of cable in the public interest to assure;

access to educational opportunity and frge_row”of infor-

mation between citizens and government and among citizens

themselves.,

L

-~

In view of the factors and considerations cited herefﬁ 1t,js .

recommended'tﬁét-the Legis]aturé enact Bill 6708 proposed by
Rep. Howard Klebanoff as follows:

That the reporting date of the commission
established by speeial act 74-111 to study
and make recommendations regarding the
importance, development and future use of
+ eable telecommunications for educational
and informational purposes be changed from
- February 15, 1975 to February 15, 1976.

s



~LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCILS FOR CABLE TELEVISION,

In response to’ a petition and statements from a numb
| groups and individuals interested in effective use of designated
PUC ESTABLISHES - access channeis, the Public Utilities Commissign/égzzpiished
,tOCAL-COUNCILS ~ Local Advisory Coungcils for Cable Teievjsiﬁﬁiin‘areas of the

o a
TO DEVELOP . State where franchises have been granted.dé;gﬂffgonciis were

COMMUNITY CABLE established to encourage the development unity program-
a ming. A survey by th Commission shows that many appointments
have not yet been made} a fgg;pounciis have not heid their :
first meeting Mempeﬁs of Locai Advisory Councils are listed
| below by town. Thus far the appointment of 164 LAC members has.
been confirmed to PUC many other appointments have actuaiiy

“been- made, possibiy totaiiing nearer 200.

QOUNCILS LACK ’ Lacking precedent and specific guidelines, some Councils are
PRECEDENT AND finding it difficult to define their role. Since the Councils.
- GUIDELINES ~as such are c0nstituted after the franchise has been granted,

the opportunities and problems they address are those concerned’

" DANBURY IS STATE'S . with the .construction and operation of the systems. In some ;////

FIRST MODEL FOR ~ = - cases, such as Danbury-Bethel, the system was substantially

MUNICIPAL PROGRAM- constructed before the PUC ruled that the Counciis be estab=

MING 1ished. Problems there have been minimized because an edﬂca-l

~
~.

tional consortium was formed to produce community programs.
Tni'consortium js active and the City Codncii recentiy appointed
a consortium member, the Danbury Pubiic Library, tb cablecast

1ocaJ programming.

v

' Some Councils face dilemmas if construction has been greatly
STOP IN.CONSTRUCTION delayed or has started and stopped. In the case of Middletown
SPURS MIDDLETOWN effective iocai leadership emerged on an ad hoc basis to cha{\
TO ACTION .~ lenge the franchise when construction stopped.

7 U5




A Commission survey confirms the evident need among the |
Councils and their communities for information about cable

and its uses. A proposed exchange of information among

- COUNCILS NANT Councils; viewed with favor and delegated by the PUC to
STATE LIBRARY TO the;State'Library, however, requires funds and staff which |
CIRCULATE,LAC REPORTS tne bibrary now lacks. . v e A-.é\f
- T0°SHARE INFORMATION o T

Questions raised by the Local Advisory Councils and other
d : groups, interested in cable, as well as by the Commission
itse]f. include the .fo]lowing: ‘
USE OF ACCESS CHANNELS 1) Is the operator the appropriate SUpel:visorW
RAISES MANY :qussnons« .+ . the access chanpels? I
B \ - 2) Can responsibility for*supervisidn/be transferred
| “from the operator to the Logd1 Advisory Council?
a) How can a Council be responsive to the
total community?
b) How can the Council ‘be protected from
political pressure?
c) Can the Council be vested with the author-
ity to establish production facilities,’

create-a training program for the. community
\

for use of the access channels, create pro-

'grams, and schedule use of the access
” channels? ‘

3) Nnat constitutes'"minimal equipment .and faciiities".M
for program:production? How is it to be‘provided .
and managed? Can the State require a cable operator
to install a time base corrector to facilitate the

cablecasting of community-produced programs?

32
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4)£where,are differences in judgment on access program-

S

ming settled? How is the public informed--and by
X whom--regarding access channel opportunities and . .
’rights? Should the operato:”be—%equired to presént ”ﬁg(?;d
announcements on 1oca1 ohgmation and access chan- <
nels? Place notices in program guide? Place notices
in local neWSpaper? C .
- 5) Can a reasonable percentage be pravided on gross - 4
receipts of. the cabie qperation for administration _by
e T- - a Tlocal cabie citizens board? wouid such an invest-
g ment enhance~the value of the system and thus be of
value to the operator? - A
6) What other funding sources should be considered?
7) what is meant by "first-come" on a "non-discriminaé‘
_tory" basis? How is this to be impiemented? Can a
Tocal controiiing authority be established?
8) Can the State require more technical capabiiity for
.two-way communication than that required by.the;ﬁtC?

For example, can the State require interconnection of

educational and other public institutions? -With two-
*”‘@ay video and voice audio capability?
- 9) Do cable systems in Connecticut require authoriiation
-from the State to interconnect discrete regional

systems via microwaue or other tecnnoiogy?i
10) Does the cable operator need safeguards-from the
State in terms of unreasonable demands for production
: assistance, equipment, staff? Do minimum and maximum

standards need to be established? ' -

a9
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CONNECTICUT LOCAL
COUNCILS MAY DEVELOP
DIVERSE MODELS

- 1n nature and are :in process ‘of - modification.

-

These are only some of the Qhestjons that Local Advisory

Countis§ in Connecticut are addressing as &ducators, 6?fi€f515;

' citizens and cab1e c‘§pany représeﬁtativeé meet in their

early sessions. Since the Federal Government preempts reégu-
lation of the designated access channels, the Public Utilities

Commission did not issue guidelines for the Councils Federal ~ 'fi

rules for cable access 1ssued in 1972, moveover. were general

-,
©

The absence of specific guidelines for the Lbcal-Advisbry
Councils, however, can work to the advantage of cable and
cbmmunity programming in Connecticut. Affer assessing the
needs and interesf;‘of their respectivé'constituencies. the
Councils may well develon various models of modu§ operandi.
The multi-town naturé‘of'the franchise areas w111;foster the
early development of .interconnected programming that may be of
1nt¢rest to a larger audience. LAC reports and minutes
collected by the State Library.w111 constitute valuable docu-

mentation of citizen opinion about cable-in the industry’'s

early stages of development in Comnecticut.
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[Bridgeport
Denis Lorenz
Mi1ford
Robert W. Shields

| Orange .

Mrs. Myrtle (Roby) .
"Raymond

Stratford:

George. Pugl151
‘Dennis -E. Broedlin
Edmund A. Dorne
Richard P. Gilardi

BRiDGEPﬁRT}COPHUNITY ANTENNAE TELEVISION

Bozrah
Joseph J. Reardon
Franklin:

.
Anthony Carboni
Lisbon
Haltef Mish

Norwich

CABLE VIDEO, INC.

Edward W. Leonard
James Quarto

|

Preston

Fred Gale

\G

Groton

Mrs. Elizabeth Fast
Sidney Rauchbach,,
Hilmar P, Burgess
Bernard Perry

Ledyard
Joseph M. Cardelle

Mystic

Gerald Smith
Archie C. Swindell

COASTAL CABLE TV CO.

North Ston1ngton

;Kenneth M. Shaw

Stonington
Alfred Wilcox

=3

Howard W. Muschmeier

COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AHD INFORMATIONAL
ce USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS

- 2/15(1975

PENBERS OF L%AMY%U..._

" Branford

Ruth Clark
Diane Maguire
Melvin Schlank .

'Eaét Hayen
Vincent R. Gagliardi
Guilfor

Mrs. James G. Baldwin
Robert M, Norman | _
- Stanley G. Bomes .

" Madison
Robert G. Hale

Carl A, Ulferrs
Ms. Barbara Sousa

COMMUNITY TV SYSTEMS

North Branford

Thomas Darge
Arnold Cestari

North Haven
Anthony P. Fermo

Wallingford

Rosario DiNora
Joseph Kuczynski
_Marion Rue

Killingworth
Mrs. Barbara Klein

'Old Saybrook
Thomas Shea
L

CONNECTICUT
RIVER CABLE TV

East Lyme

Milton Hillian

Mrs. Loretta Bernjer
Willjant DeMatteo
Griswold

Frank Zavistoski
John B. Wilcox

Kiliingly
Edward Allard, Jr.

EASTERN CONNECTICUT CABLE: TELEVISICN, INC.

Montville
Leonard Tyl

35
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EA'STERN CT, cont.

GREATER HARTFORD CATV

HARTFORD CATV

New London '

Mrs. Dolores Schargus

Nichglas Gor

1 Louis Massad

Wayne Vendetto
Mg. Astrea Powers

Plainfield
Edward Wiezbicki

Waterford

Rev. Kennefh Flint .
George-White.

LPr. Evelyn Omwake

Glastonbury

Dennis Weir

Ms. Inez Hemlock
Mrs. Lor{i Juren
Robert Ford

Manchester

Robert B. Weiss -

James Frozer

Mrs. Harrtet Handley
Dr. Alfred Tychsen
Raymond R. Shea

Rocky Hi11

Mrs, Wilma Fisher
Richard J. Conway
Mrs. Bertha M, Smjth

Wethersfield

Willfam J. Moriarty
Mrs. Barbara Molchan
(alternate)
Ralph A. DeSantis

Richard Eigen

|_Thomas Lawton

-

Bloomfield

Edwin Gittleman
Mrs. Lee Kelmer
Mrs. Carol Carlisle
Herbert Chester

East Hartford

.

Ralph Secord
Mrs. Mary Tucker

(alternate)
Sam Leone

a9

HAYSTACK
CABLEVISION, INC.

LAUREL CABLEVISION, INC.

HARTFORD CATV,. cont.

R

NEW MILFGRD CATV

Hartfor
Allyn Martin

1 THomas Standish

Ivor Hugh

Scott McAlister ).

Mrs. Barbara B. Kenny

Wilbur Crimmin

Charles Griffen
"(alternate)

L Simsbury

- Richard Huot
Mrs: Thomas W. Sharp]eSS
" Harley Park

'

West Hartford '

Raymond A. Petow

Rev. Charles W. Gelbhach
Dr. George H. Murray-

Mrs. Alice M- DelLana
Robert Shea .
Dr. Ira J. Singer - ,

Windsor ' -

Albert G. 1g

Mrs. Ruth Budlong

Robert Platt

Robert Mocarsky

Arnold McFalls - A
e L ,

North’Canaan

Donald Severance

Salisbury

LJohn K. Bode]

[ Litchfield

Joseph L. Berube
Chester A. Stover
Peter J. Gay

Torrington

Whitney L. Brooks
Samuel Byers

Andrew Quinn
Charles Hayes
LJonathan Hutchinson

New Milford T

Rev. A. Russell Ayre
Joseph Geyer
Ira Meinhardt

Dr. Morris J. Rudner

%
¢




"SYSTEMS TV "NORTHWEST CABLEVISION, INC.

~ TELEPROMPTER - -
OF DANBURY

r

%

TELEPROMPTER OF MIDDLETOWN

TELESYSTEMS CORPORATION

Barkhamstéd‘
Peter Bakker
New -Hartford*

'Mrs.,Margot.Krimmel
James Whittemore

Hinchéster‘

Anthbny S. Kafona
Robert C. DiMortino

b o

r .
New Haven

Stephen J. Papa
Mrs. Janice B. Fodero

b

Danburx

Stuart T. Porter, Jr,
‘Mrs. Kathie Calabrese.

‘Atty. dJack D. Garmella
_'Anton‘_i.o Seres

East Hampton
Larry Selauka

-

Middlefield
Mrs. Edith Hoffman

Middletom - .

Charlés Smith =
-Ms. Virginia Pettiross
Randolph-Ryan
Arlene Bielefield
L

Portland
R. Richard Larke, Jr..

U(Cﬁeshirg

‘Arthur Frechette
.Edward R. Wlozas ~
Mrs. Judith{Fishman
Meriden

Arnold Posner
Southingtén
Nicholas Deluco - -

Wolcott: °

Frank Levanti
Albert Linden

@

John A, Wolfkeil .

Rev, Robert H. Naylor .

William F. Smith, Jr. |

[ Berlin .

Brist01

Henry Fitzgerald .
.Frank J. Longo;-Sr,
Patrick J. McFadden
Carter Chamberlin
Val B. McCormack
Mrs. Marcella Finan

Farmington . -

Stephen A. Flis

Dr. Howard Root
Douglas ‘0. Wardwell
Ms. Ruth Boyea

Ms. Pauline Mah
Edward -Sasso

UNITED CABLE TV OF CONNECTICUT

7

Plainville

) Cﬁhrlgs A. Venturi

L,
P

Bethany -
James W. Bailey

I3

' witz
Oxford =

Thiomas M. Costello
Edmund Guy Senesac -
Seymour

John Kolinofsky *
Joseph McWilliams

T e

VALLEY CABLE VISION CO.

Shelton

David Brown
William Banfe

FIN

‘Edward C. Finn
Stephen F. Donovan

N

. -

[-Naterburz

John Baker
Stanford Warshasky

WATERBURY COM-
MUNITY ANTENNA

Stephen Zennick, Jr.

Dr. Rodger K. Nelson .

Mrs. Madeline Rabino-

¢

W.-Page Wodell o

&




'MANY STATE COLLEGES

HAVE EQUIPMENT
. AND FACULTY

-

. MAJY SCHOOL SYSTFMS

EQUIPPED FOR
VIDEO AND TV

D

INVENTORY OF PRIVATE
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES,

BUSINESS AND

INDUSTRY NEEDED

¢

“TRAINING AND EQUIPHENT

”’11brar1es are also equ1pped for video preduct1on

" jeut College,

State colleges, éowmuﬁity colleges, state teéhnicalnco11eges

'ahdgthe,Uhiversity of Conhgcticut equipped with audiovisual,

L

| ~ television receptibn_and/br:p(oduction faci]fties all provide = -

a rich source of expertise in the educational television

field. As shownvby the accompanying chart; 21 state-owned

coi]eges provided 650 WEékly hours of, use of their TV studios,

master TV antenna systems, video tape recorders and mu1t1med1a

.

aud1tor1ums in 1973. (

I

I

In add1t1on, the facilities of Channe]s 24, 49, 53 and 71 of

“the Connect1cut Public Te]ev151on Network are a r1ch resource.

’
.

A ﬁumber of schooT.sysfemé in the State and’sevéral public

-The Seymour

" High School, the Danbury Public. L1brary, and a reg1ona1 school

grant project, Cab]e-RAVE,'in Meriden are currently cah]e-

casting. S

An important task to be‘addressedkimﬁediately is an updated

inventory of TV equipment and expertiSé aVai]ab]e not only in
Staté-owned sghoo]s and co]jeges but also in private .institu-
tions, such as the CHoatéNSchool; Ya]é Universify and Conheét-
- The'Co11ege was equipped and‘used as the local
originatibn studio by Eastern Connecticuf Cable Television in

New London until recently.

The. inventory should also be extended to business and industry,
which have indicated interest in assisting the Commission in

its study. -
a1 37




TRAINING AVAILABLE
'TO STUDENTS AT

-

COLLEGES, TO LIBRAR- -

IANS AT STATE.
L IBRARY

MIDDLESEX COMMUNITY

COLLEGE ONE OF FEW
COLLEGES IN COUNTRY
TO OFFER CAREER
TRAINING IN CABLE

BUSINESS AND PRO-
FESSIONALS ARE

" ASSISTING COMMISSION
" STAFF B

‘Lightweight portable television equioment is also hecoming‘A

ava11ab1e in Connecticut schools and colleges, a few public .

"“libraries and the State Library, some cable.TV stations, and

several video training centers. S A

/7

Training in the use of portable equipment is available tof‘i

enrolled students in schools and colleges.

e

: Training and loans

of equipment are available from the-Connecticut State Library

to all public libraries in the State. The Studio operated

by NormantCohn in New-Haven-under'a grant has trained many

people who might not otherwise have access to video equipment
-7 )

“More information is needed about the demand

»

and expertise

for training and,the extent of\resources ayailable. N

Part1cu1ar note shou1d be made of the fact that one of the
few two-year academic programs in cab1e television in the
country is offered at Middlesex Community College in Middle-
town. The program, which includes training in cable installa-.

tions as well as video production, has just been accredited.

3

The Connecticut Chaptervof the American Society for Training .

and Development has extended the expertise of its extensive mem-
bership to the Commission and 1ends its support”to thekeducation-
al possibilities that-theicommission-will develop. The Society,
which has established a Cable TV Research Committee, has repre-
sentatiyes from a wide range of the professions, business and

industry in Connecticut. Commission staff has met with the

Committee and will develop, with the Committee's help, a list of .

programming possihilities in Connecticut.
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h

H o _PUBLIC‘ 1NFORHATION- : o | -

e’

—_— C Virtually every statement to the Commission empha51zes the

N . e need for a major effort to educate the/’qtizens of Connecti-

cut and_their elected and appbinted off1C1ais about the

impartance, developmént and future use of cable telecommuni-

COMMISSION'S STAFF A .major portjon of’fhe'Qpnniesipn‘s executive officer's
HEAVILY INVOLVED IN - time has been ed to |
ORIENTATION/Kﬁaﬂr cluding speaking engaQements, partieipafion in_or planning
CONSULTING‘SERVICEé for workshops andd seminars, personal and telephone consuita,w;~~”"M

| tions and corfespondence with local, Sfate'and Federal .
officials, members of the press, librarians, teachers, stu- ‘
N - dente and community'ieaders; and publication of'neWS're}eases
| ard fhe week]y Cohnecticut CabZeVCZipa. Briefings and
onientations, amounting in severa] cases to as much as three
| o) four full days of time, have been/requested by two depart-\
ments of the State; a committee of the State Legisiature,
four Federa] agenc1eq, nine Local Advisory Councils; two
' munic1pa11ties a cable consuitant to a municipaiity, a task
} force of academic1ans and a number of State and local’
| organizations, among thel the South Arsenai Neighborhood
Deve]opment“Project in Hantford, Rotarians, American Associ-

v ation of University Women,. the Midd]etonn Ad Hoc Committee

for Cable TV, Middletown Commission on the Arts, Middletown.

Public Library, Connecticut Cable Coalition, and the Connect-
icut chapter of the American Society for Training and Develop-
ment, Many of these events are scheduled for 1gte February, (/

-

March and early April. )
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" COMMISSION MEMBERS ‘Commiss ieners Robert Hale, Nolan Lushington, Virginia Pettiross,

GIVE LOCAL : - Ira_Singer,-and—former Commissioners Ruth Clark and William
o , | A . - .
PRESENTAT IGNS- Churchill have made public presentations and/or are actively
. TS ‘ '

— engaged in deveioping'video/cable activities in. their communi-
ties. ‘hs. Pettiross, Mrs. C]ark, Mr.aﬂaie and Dr.:§ingg;~are_

- members of Local Advisory Councils. T

T
¢

° . Connectiaut Cable Clips, assembied;neekly by the Commission's

o

executive officer, was/Taunched by the Connecticut State Library

u.;

‘ in September to meet the growing demand for current information

, ” _ about cab]e in Connecticut. CabZE CZzpa has been the only ve-
i ,FUNbS:NEEDEDATO ' hicle monitoring the statew1de cable scene for the public,
- .
RESUME PUBLICATIO& ~ Betause of'budgetary restrictions the State Library has sus=

P

OF CONNECTICUT | pended pubiication of Cable CZzpa. -There s no fiscal provision'
CABLE CQIPB;AT S for continuance of the Library s Cable Infgrmation Services. un

STATE‘LIBRARY v estabiished by the. Library to support the Commission and to

-

respond <o the increas1ng demand for information. Prior to the

’

formation of CIS, the Public Information Program for Connecticut

Libraries, an information ombudsman Federal grant proaect oper-
ated by the Library from 1972-74, served as a statewide clear-

v inghouse for cable information.

] Cable Clips is distributed weekly to more than 2,000 readers,
inc]uding Connecticut and federal legislators, all Connecticut
news media members of Local Advisory Counci]s, and a1l public,

dcademic and law libraries in the State. The State Library S

s o addressograph 1ist has been greatly enlarged to acconnmdate
' ) individua] requests. In addition, bulk mailings are sent to
T interested State agencies and to regional and statewide organi-
* ) zations, such as the Connecticut Cable Coalition, for interna]
. PR - distribution. Cable Clips has been commended by national cable

9 -
LRIC o % -




t,
s B

éf"okesmen in government, industry and public interest groups for :
its unique statewide coverage of cable.

SOME.LOCAL]PAPE§§ A;fewwlocal.newspapers in'Connecticut have been reluctant to
'RELUCTANT TO COVER publicize cable television's involvement in community program-
~ LOCAL CABLEC;;TING ming. In some casés when stories about particular programs are
- | o published reference to cablecasting of the program- is omitted
Thi2 policy can inhibit public awareness of the practice and
- potential of public access. .Repgrts on the Commission's opera-

4

P tions- have been virtually ignpred by Connecticut's metropolitan

e mlthou ( the Hartford Courantand the Hartford Times

g

o T g . . ,editorializedlfav rably on the enabling Tegislation.

S INSTIIUTE OF PUBLIC,,ﬂ To give Local Advisory Council members. local officials and 4 ‘g%!"
SERVI( TET civic leaders a better understanding of cable in Connecticut
LIBRARY TO' PRESENT the Institute. of Public Service, University of Connecticut with
'JOINT EDUCATIONAL the participation of the Connecticut State Library-and the Coh-
‘PROGRAﬁ necticut cable systems, will present a program of conferences,
‘ workshops and field work from September, 1975 - March, l976.
" The program will address (l)‘public interest policy‘analysis.
(2) the process and effects of applying cable research,
(3) methods and techniques for the effective‘use of cable tech-
nology. Multimedia resources used in the program will be news-
letters, videotapes, and other material emphasizing the environ- ’
s ' ‘ ment and operation of cable in Connecticut. Director for the

program is George Murray, a member of the staff at the Institute

of Public Service (and a West Hartford Local Advisory Council
member). The program's first bimonthly newsletter, to be pub-

lished Tate 1in June, will be widely disseminated particularly
Q ) 42 a




in areas where cable franchises have hean granteo—gjrarticipa-‘
tion will also be open to interested Connecticut officiais and

civic 1eaders in areas as yet ‘unfranchised for cable TV service.

~
" PUC-SPONSORED BIBLI- - ““Copnecticut Persoeftives," a portion of a eabie bib1iography '
OGRAPHY “ILL'FEATURE to be published by the Public Utilities Commission in coopera-
INFORMATION ON | tion withlthe State Library, reveals the growing store of Con-
‘ CONN?CTICUT necticut-generateaminformation about cable. Efforts are being
| ’ made to obtain documentary v1deotapes of discussions, con-
: ferences and meetings to deposit at the State Library for ref-
qﬁﬁerence. The Library has assémbled a comprehensive collection of
books and hard-to-find reports about cable. The collection was
kept current until recently, when bﬁaget cuts curtaiied the;

acquisition of all new books. - .

. . It should be noted that the Target '76--Libraries--Cable Task
Force has dealt eXtensiveiy in its cabie research and planning
! :with the development of public information services. The Task
LIBRARIES wILL ‘ Force intends to present a working paper to the Commission in
REQUEST COMMISSION Marcn with tne request that a pubiic information subcammittee
TO SET UP PUBLIC IN- vOf the Commission be established, under the direction of library
FORMATION COMMITTEE representatives. The Task Force's working paper will also
address, for the first time within the Commission, operating ton-

cepts of community information centers.
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' CABLE AND THE SCHOOLS

Applications of cable teéhno]ogy to educational and informa-
tional services can bring signifitanf advantages:
1) increased ph;sfcal éccessibility of services in fhe
home, at school, at libraries, and at work .
Zi—grovision of additiona% se(yi;es
3) improved quality of services

4) decreased unit cost of services .

Faced with escalating costs dnd a mandate to péovide educa-
STATE BOARQ OF ' tiopa] resources on amore equitable baéis, the State Board .-
EDUCATION REQUESTS of Ed&cation has directed an urgent request to the Commission
COMMISSION TO EXPLORE -to inQegtigate immedidte]y the feasibility of using qgﬁ]e to
USE OF CABLE TO éE- ~ help equa]ize eduéational opﬁortunity’in Connecticut. The
SOLVE "EQUALIZATIO@" .reauest from Commissioner Shedd follows:

e
"DILEMMA - The State Board of Education strongly supports
' = *  the exploration by the Commission on the Educational
and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunications X
. a8 to the feasibility of using cable telecommnica-
. tigne as a means of equaliaing educational opportu-
nity in Connecticut.

The Board has long been interested and involved in
the use of educational television as a means of bring-.
. * ing inereaged educational opportunity to the children
of Connecticut. It, in conjurction with ite spceial
Televiaion Council, ig intimately coneccrmed with a.
number of areas involved with Telecommunication uses
in Bducation such as: suggesting objectives, sub-
Jject areas, and content for school and adult educa-
tional broadecasts over broadecast and cable television;
program production and evaluation; information trans-
fer and computer access interconnections; and research
in and the improvement of the quality of education by
means of instructional telecommunications whether
cable, open eircuit, closed eircuit, 2500 megaherts
fixed service, or other technological devices.

P
-

The State Board of Eduéation therefore earncetly
recommende that there be an immediate and concerted

“ooooas




effort on the part of the Commission on Educational
and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunications
in full eooperation with state and other educational
‘agencies to determine the ways in which this new
er?ee'can be best utilized to equalize edvcational
rtunity in Connecticut.

)

8
o
s s
In parts of the country where cable service is available
,EDUCATIONAL USE OF use of educational channels is growing. Uses include spécia]
CABLE/ES ' education prOgrams‘for unski]]ed‘workgrs, houseines,'senibr
HIGHLY DIVERSIFIEDl citizené and the handicapped; home'ﬁn§truction for homebound
students; adult education programs;»tbmpdterized college
courses; bilingual instruction; video corréspondence courses.
A 1974 sUrvey'of local origination cenducted by the Nétignal
» Cable Te]evision.Assocfation revealed that ovér 300 colleges

and universities had pfoduced programming for cable.

]
)

Planning for educational cablecasting and actual programming

CONNEGTICUT SCHOOLS are under way in Connecticut. The Council for Educational

ARE BEGINNING Access in Danbury-Bethel has been cablecasting programs for
TO CABLECAST over a year, including high school equivalency courses. A
ten-day career. education program will be cablecast in
March under the sponsorship of the Danbury Chamber of Coms=
merce. The Seymour High School and the Cable-RAVE prqjecf
: in Meriden are also cablecasting. pab]e-RAVE, a Federally
+ funded regional project directed by Arnold Posner, has
trained many teachers in a five-town area in yideo and has
begun cablecasting from its own studio in doyntown Mer{den.
A computerized Educational Resources Ceﬁter research project ’

operated by the Area Cooperative Educational Services in New

Haven has cablecast from the Seymour High School. More needs

to be known about;thé gossibi]jtiés,theselprograms offer for

§ : all of Connecticut.
49 . 45
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TIMELY PROPOSAL
TO STIMULATE
BILINGUAL PROGRAMMING

Planning by the Danbury Educational Consortium and the Tar-
get '76--Libraries--Cable. Task Force is progressing.

The following schematic presentation of school use of cable
prepared by Elizabeth Fast for Target '76 shows how cable
can enable schools to receive and cablecast programming and
interact advantageously with other schools and the community.

.
1

Following the diagram is a summary survey of audiovisual

educators prepared by Robert Hale for the Commission.

Of particular interest to the Conmission at this time is a
proposal by Edna Negron-Smith a public member of the Commis-
sion, to stimulate bilingual programming’tﬁ\bugh the use of
cable. The Federal Government has admonished Connecticut for
non- compliance with requirements to provide biTingual in-
struction. The proposa] will be circulated for conment to |
Local Advisory Councils in areas of the State with substantial

numbers” of Spanish-speaking residents.

L4




CABLE TELEVISION

PROGRAMS VIA CABLE

AND THE SCHOOLS

Network TV - - -
Outside | Educational TV N £?e§$2§°]-
Programs ocal Programs [ >
Instructional television k
Programs| Student productions \
Produced| In-service prograns X .
by the Alternatives . AR
Schools Career education, etc. / LN
Public information / . :
Adult education
Homebound programs .
Pre-school education ome
Parent.education viewing

. SCHOOLS CAN GAIN --

SCHOOLS CAN OFFER --

Improved communiiy understanding of the schools
Educational media potential for improving education
Enhanced student self-image from productions

* Equipment
* Student help »
* Faculty participation

Vocational education laboratory
Economy in energy saving (adult educ

* % % * *

COMPONENTS NECESSARY

TO RECEIVE PROGRAMS

Cable drops to schools
Receivérs in the schools -
Wiring within the schools
" Staff receptivity to TV use |

T0

*

* * *

*

Optional: °*

Videotape equipment-for added

- use

Storage and retrieval-mecha-
nism for programs which are:
videotaped

" Overcome copyright problems
on rebroadcasting

* % * *

v

Visual materials and program ideas

* Facilities
* Program ideas to a com-
munity cable effort

ation)

PRODUCE PROGRAMS

Cameras and other production equipment
(Portable 1/2" video units can be used)
Videotape equipment ' .
Transmitting equipment oo
Cable origination point in the school (or
tapes can be shipped to central point)
Staff time and expertise
Students trained to assist

Staff receptivity to TV production

Optional: =
Storage and retrieval mechanism for programs
which are videotaped
Overcome copyright problems on media incor-

&

(Elizabeth Fast, Groton Public Séhoolé, jor =
Target '76--Libparies--Cable Task Force 10/15/76)

S v
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? ?gmmary survey of Connecticut Audio Visual Education Association membepg
ollows: : ' , .

.. .

. ’ .
1. Please list your ideas for programming cable television for education in our ;qhools and community.
The following is a list of activitics mentioned by respondents to the area of‘the programming: -
Adult Education V
Cultural Programming
In-service Programs ! "
School Activities ,
Homebound lnstruclion : ;
Instructional Programs during the regular school day »
Pablic Relations o 0
Preschool Programming o ’ i '
. Public Information
By co~mbmmg public relations /publnc information, school activities, and cultural programming mlo o
category all based on a public relations approach a total of twelve people surveyed driciude this in

plans. The next most popular programmmg area is adult education with five pcoplc responding;

: respondcnts cach. .

'

2. Are you cumrently Involved with an active cable franchise?

ving a pasitive reiationship
th an active cable franchise.

There were six with a response who answered yes an Mdication of three of them

and there were thirteen respondents who answ't.'rcd no they were not associated

¢

3. Please indicate any other recommendations you would like-considered by
regulatioh, programming, and/or utilization of cable television in Conne

¢ Commission concerning
ficut.’

) The following concerns were most prevalent:

1. Concern for regulation of the educational channel.
2. Concern for program pianning.

“3. Concern for finances.

The area of control of the educational channel appears to bc/one ‘ the prime concerns of those surveyed wlth
the’ﬂnancmg and proggamming being a close second.

v

s

s
v

"Robert Ha’ for the Commission on-the Educational and
Informa /onal Uses of Cable Telecommunications, 2/15/75
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LIBRARIES

I
The availability of new cable technology as a public and research

"LIBRARIES WANT TO ﬂgommunications medium has genérated Tively interest among 1i-

USE CABLE TO GIVE brarians in ‘the educationaivand informational uses of cahle tele-’

PUBLIC GREATER ACCESS communications. Perhaps the most cogent statement to ‘date of

TO INFORMATION the library position was Jziced by thé District of Columbia Pub-
lic Library in testimony before Congress:

If the connection between public libraries and cable tele-
vigion 1g not immediately apparent, let me Just point out
that over a century ago when most information was con-
tained in books and when books were very expensive, local
governments in the United States established institutions
to provide every citizen with free and equal access to
available information. These institutions were called -

- free public libraries. Today, when much information is
communicated in newer and still more expensive media, it
would seem an appropriate govermmental concern to continue
to guarantee all ite citizens access to information in its
newer forms. And it would seem logical for the public
library to continue to exercise leadership in providing
this information.

r

’

LIBﬁARIES ELIéI?LE PubTic 11braries are eligible td use all three of the dedicated

TO USE ALL TYPES ,' channels set aside by Federal ,regulation for e§perimenta1 edu-

OF ACCESS CHANNELS pationa]. gpvernmental and public access programming. An
1ntreasing number of public 11brar1es.across the country are

' ‘ involved in vlés? services and cablecasting.

, Mention has been'made above of the Dahbury Public Library's
U ~ DANBURY ﬁUBLIC.LI- produc{ng and cablecasting municipal programming. It shou;d bé
BRARY CABLECASTS ~ noted that thg Library also cablecasts educational programs
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS produced by members of the Educational Consortium and trains

-

members of the community in videotaping production. The best

* local videotapes will become part of the Library's permanenf‘ -,
. : g »

collection.
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e . "~ More than 30 public tibraries in Connecticut interested in

o !

| ~MANY-LiBRARIESAAR§ | vtdeo services have rece1ved their f1rst tra1n1ng in_video pro-
VGEARING UP FOR.CABLE -duction at the State L1brary Some of these 11brar1es intend

o | to cab]ecast others are p]ann1ng to rece1ve cab]ecast programs
. offered by the Board for State. Academ1c Awards. Several have - 2

been approached by town off1c1als“to ‘operate the 1oca1 govern-

.ot o 'ment channe]. Many aspire to,tra1n,the commun1ty,1n the«use of

o | N 1V video and serve as community access centers. |
S o +« By combining data banks, computers and cable technoiogy

ol

~ 11brar1es can de11ver research and reference serv1ces to the o

deneral public and to spec1a1 1nterest clientele. Some of the |

4

NS T more soph1st1cated new T1brary-sethces will réquire the pay-

WHITE HOUSE CONFER- ..ment of user fees wh1ch can he]p supp rt other public uses of ,i\

4

_ -
ENCE WILL EMPHASIZE cab]e that are not marketab1e. ﬁro]1fer tion of data and autor

5*:»_. Ll

NEW INFORMATION t mated networks has led to- ‘the enactment of fidera] 1eg1s]at1on )
TECHNOLOGY " | for a White House Conference on L1brar1es andmln‘ rmation
| | 1 Sciences to deve]op plans for a nat1ona1 1nformat1on services
. network. | h " - R ’

B

CONNECTICUT STATE ' }he}Connecticut State Library has p]ayed'a»significant role
LIBRARY HAS SPARKEDJ in the deve]opment of public information seryices about cab]e,

bEVELOPMENT OF , the research and deve]opment 1ead1ng to the estabh\shment of
STATE POLICY FOR . the Comm1ss1on and the staff1ng and support of the\Conm1ss1on

- PUBLIC USE OF CABLE = in its first months of existence.




© GOVERNMENT IS THE
 LEAST USED OF THE
’ACCESS CHANNELS
. MOST EXISTING GOVERN-
MENT CHANNELS OPERATED
BY PUBLIC LIBRARIES

DEPT. OF COMMUNITY
© AFFAIRS SETS UP
CABLE UNIT

COLLEGES PROVIDE
ASSISTANCE WITH
FUNDS FROM CHE

LY

COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
~ MENT FUNDS
© AVAILABLE FROM HUD

n[eovemmn CHAWEL

o

A]though the 1972 FCC rules set aside one of the’ three des1g- .

nated channe]s for government 11tt1e use has been made of the

government channe] A number of c1t1es and towns however,

1nclud1ng Danbury in Connecticut, are- operating mun1c1pa1 chan-
nels through éity or c1ty-county libraries. In heav11y cab]ed B
Nest Virginia the State Library w111 operate a dedicated fhan-"
nel when ‘the new State Library/Cultural Center 1svinaugurated
in late 1976: The Natrona County Public Library in Nyoming 1s
operatingvtwo channels: one for library serv1ces and one. for

community access.

El
[

The Connecticut State Department of Commun ty Affairs hasl

established a cable unit to fac111tate technica] and financ1a1

" assistance to towns interested in operating a municipal’ chan-

nel. P]ans are to utilize programming and other technica1
eXpertise available at.Central Conneoticut State‘College'in \
New Britain, Southern'Conneeticut State Coi]ege in New Haven,
Nestern Connecticut State Coi]eﬂe in "‘nbury"and the Univer-
sity of Bridgeport with a grant from the Comm1ss1on for Higher

Education.

Additionally, DCA has applied to the U.S. Department:of Hous-
1ng and Urban Development for $100 000 in pass through funds
under the new Federa] Conmunity Deve]opment Act to help towns

launch government channels.

Currently, DCA's cable unit is providing technical assistance

to the City of Meriden in asséssing needs, imp]ications‘and
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* MERIDEN TO OPEkATEik\! costs to bperaté“almUnicipéT cable channei. Contact haﬁ*aléo o
MURICIPAL CHANNEL been made with the City of Manchester, which has done prelimi-
" nary research on cable with the assistance of thé State Li- .

L : brary and the Commission's staff,

"Another ‘candidate for DCA assistance+#s the. City of Danbury, .

/ »

Wh%ch»requireéfadditiona1 equipmend, to éab1égas£ govérnment,‘J

Bl | ' .prograﬁs,from the Public Library. helLibrary received a -
?; : DA&BURY QITY‘COUNCIL .startfup grant fdf basic equipment‘lgst year - from the Staté
- '; OPERATES CHANNEL Library,after being'designafed by qhe C%ty Coyh§i1 as the
/. THROUGH PUBLIC official m&nicipa] ihformatioq.aéency. The Library cable-
' LIBRAﬁY o | éaSts from its premises a Weék1y town géport sponsored by

. ; the Mayof. Speakers fdr‘prdg}ams to date have been the'Mayor,L‘
| the Comptro1]er‘and‘the Town Clerk. The;LiBrary a1so operates
a 24;hour message wheel with municipal notices. A pflot pro-
- S | gram on veterans' benefits produced by the Staté Library in_
. cooperation with the ﬁggiona]_Director of the Veterans Adminis-.
tration has.bEen‘cab1ecast. Scheduled for heavy ApriT showing
¢ | are fi]ﬁsifrom the interna] ﬁevenue Service;éxp1ajning now to

. fill out most frequently u;ed tax forms. Films and_émergency'

information from the Office of Civil Preﬁaredness will also

’ R be cablecast. .t

Orientation, consulting and training services about video.and

; UCONN'S INSTITUTE ~ cable are alsd being‘provided to'muniqipa1~staff and elected
: COF PUBLIC'SERVICE  officials by the Institute of Public Service at the Univer-
AéTiyﬁ IN CABLE sity of Connecticut, which has worked extensively with towns
% COUNSEETNQ\\\\\\ in matter§ of'communicationé and automation. }IPS will sharpen
%, - ~. - its focus on effective communications for Toga]hgovernment with
' \ x*citizgn partfcipation in’its Making Cable Work grant project ’
" . x | destribéd‘above‘ \ ' |
Q . . B2




, MIDDLETOMN
HIRES CONSULTANT

One city in Connecticut -- Middletown -- has appropriated |

$15, 000 to obtain legal ‘and technical consulting services

‘about cable ~Middletown 1s part1a11y wired for cable, but

construction was suspended 1ast yedr.

'

- ﬁossible government uses. of cable, of;courSe.‘éan be extended

to include video monitoring of traffic, public safety -- pro-

viding emergenCy Communication_to ?ight crime, installation
of fire alarms, automatic gas, water and-electric meter read-
ings, rumor contr01 disaster and emergency warning systems.

computer access, staff training, ‘access to City Ha11 for con-

sultation. and video,reference. and many others. Emergency-

systems can operate over the same cable that brings in video

signals.




©L T HIGHER EDUCATION

~ As noted above 1nst1tntions of higher.education in Connecticut’
~are becoming 1nvo]ved individually and through State agencies

B
in training -and production for cab]e.

o~ ‘ . - B \
BOARD FOR STATE | DPrincipa] among higherjeducation'clients for cable is the
" ACADEMIC AWARDS IS “Board for State Academic Awards which admin%sterseeonnecticut's
PRIME CLIENT - new external degree program. Intensive work in thé field has .
' FOR CABLE o :' stimu]ated'gneat interest anq\pnoduced.an increasing volume pf

inquiries and enrollments. A new upper division external de-

S gree¢program at the~Un1§ersity of Connecticut may well involve
the use of caD]e channe]s.b o
h . . N *
In commenttng‘on thé’extension5of hjghen echation beyond_the
, campus“through the use of-cab]e, Kas KaTba of Harvard Univer-
DLANNING, INCENTIVES, sity says that’ h1gher education has found that "the real ’
CODRDINATIDN\\RE\—~‘ nssues of us1ng cab]e for higher 1earn1ng have to do not
NEEDED TO MAKE EFFEC- muchwwqth technology or even,bas1c.econom1cs as with matters
TIVE’USE oF TECHNOLOGszuén as prug\ﬁhning quality anq\distr}bution, fnstitutional
’ | cooperation, testing and acqreditation, faculty incentives,
and so forth." Although this area of contern’has not yet
been addressee, the Commission notes with'favon that the
BSAA AND DDBLIC LI- need for alternative post-seeondarf education has a]ready
v BRARfES TO CDDPERATE drawn the Board for State Academic Awards and the pub]tc 1i- .

braries of Connect1cut into a’ cooperat1ve re]ationsh1p with

a view to ut111zing cab]e The Department of Commun1ty

Affairs, in cooperation with co]]eges, has undertaken to




| e
&4

UCONN INSTITUTE'OF facilitate the use of municipal channels makingafands and

PUBLIC SERVICE ‘l-technical expertise avai]ab]e to. towns, as noted above. 'In

T0 OPERATE NORKSHOPS addition, the Inst1tute of Public Service at the Un1versity
N . of Connect1cut the Connect1cut State Library and the Comm1s- .

i sion for H1gher Educat1on have. developed plans for cooperative'

public information workshops and fie]d work//h the public use

of public channels. These spontaneous efforts to Jo1n forces

indicate directions to be punsqed-in studying and making -

. ' ' recommendations on the importance, development and future use

ofacable.for'edqcationdl“and informationei purposes.

S . -
’
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CABLE USEFUL FOR
PUBLIC HEALTH
INFORMATION

COUNCIL ON
HUMAN SERVICES - -
"PLANS I & R SYSTEM

HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE
OF COMMISSION,
CHAIRED BY DR. JAMES
LIEBERMAN, DRAFTS
WORKING PAPER

 HEALTH MND SOCIAL SERVICES

Cab]e is an. ideal medium'fcr the issemination ot preventive
medical and denta1 informati’n infonnation programs on sani-
tation. garbage and rat control, and interconnection of medica1
facilities to provide a range of consultation services .to _'
patients'on anqemergency'and non—emergency‘basis,—— especially

to those without means of transportation.

In tne field of social services, Michigan State University is
testing the use of cable to recruit, screen and train foster

parents. A college in I11inois is using cable to train parents

‘of handicapped preschooTers to prepare their children for
"entering school as regular'students. In Connecticut, planning
"by the Counc11 on Human Services to integrate regignal infor-

_gmation and referral services into a statewide system presents

a possible cost—effective use of cable. -Cable may also be an

appropriate medium for new preventive services the Council

plans to develop.

A;committee on neéds and opportunities in the health services
sector w111 begin a series of meetings starting the last week
in February. A working paper, Telecommunications in the Health

Field, has been prepared under the direction of

' Commissioner Selma Markowitz, Executive Director of the Connect-

icut Institute for Heaith Manpower Resources, to serve as a

" basis for discussions. The Health Committee will be chaired

by Dr. James Lieberman, former director of the National Medical

- "Audio-Visual Center and member of the CIHMR Board.
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COMMISSION TO VISIT
_UCONN HEALTH CENTER

"HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS
FOR HANDICAPPED
EXPRESS INTEREST
IN CABLE

NORTHEASTERN CON-
NECTICUT POSSIBLE SITE
FOR NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDAT ION-FUNDED
PROJECT

NO NEWS FROM
WINDHAM REGIONAL
PLANNING AGENCY
'ABOUT CABLE

At a meeting in March the Commission will view a slide presen--

tation about video services and telecommunications: at the Uni-

versity of Connecticut Health Center in Farmington.

Statements have been made by or meetings held with a number of
health service agencies 1nc1hding'the Hartford Hospital, the:

Visiting Nurses- Association, Danbury Hosp1t51 Education Depart-
ment, Danbury Hospital Day treatment Program, and the Institute

for Living in Hartford.

The Commission has also received statements from the Oak Hill

School for the Blind in Hartford and the American School for -

the Deaf in West Hartford. _ %ﬁ

) o8
Northeastern Connecticu; is being considered by the Mitre Cor-
poration as one of several locations for a demonstration project
in the delivery of health services to sparsely settled areas
via telecommunications. National Science Foundation grants

will fund the Mitre health service demonstrations.

!

The New Rural Society telecommunications preject, directed byd/
Peter Goldmark in Windham County, also addresses the possibil-

ity of televised health services.

~ More information is needed about the implications of the

Federally-fundedeRS project for Windham County and Connecti-
cut. Applications for cable franchises were suspended by the
Public Utilities Commission several years ago at the request
of the Windham Regional Planning Agency. ,Nothing has been
heard from Windham about cable since. Q
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INTERSTATE COOPERATION o

Many agencies and institutions in Connecticut.‘bofh ublic
and ﬁrivate. have telecommuﬁicatiOns,links to comqugrs and
to agencieé:elsewhere in the country. The Area éooperatiVe
Educational Services in Hamden; computer 1inks from the |
Connecticut State Library. University of Connecticut, Trin-
ity College, University of Hartford, Connec;icut College,
Fairfield University, Yale Universigy. Wesleyan University,
public 1ibraries in Hartford, Stamford, 01d Greenwich and
Stratford to. the Ohio College Library Centé}; the,Fbur Li-
brary Research Group, which includes Yale Univers?ty:'the
Capito] Region Drug Information Center's connection with
DRACON, the ‘National Computer Bank of Information on Drugs
in Washington, D. C., are examples of some of Connecticut's

educational and informational network 1inkages.




 CABLE-SATELLITE NETWORKS: . .. -
/,5' L ) | . , . ' ',‘.. ‘_’.
Connectiout's initiative in establishing the Commission on
the Educational anq.Informationai Uses of Cabie:TeIeco' uni-
cations_is very timely in_view of significant deve]opménts° o
¥ - for educationai communications on the nationa] scene. A
F?DEﬁAL AGENCIES l- Public Service Sate]]ite Consortium has been estab]ished |
ENCOURAGE FORMATION with the support of the U.S. Department of ‘Health, Education
OF PUBLIC SERVICE ,& Welfare, thg Nhite House Office of Teiecommunications
SATELL}TE CONSQBTIdh Po]icy and the Office of Management & Budget The Consortium
| o \ has, been formed because of the scheduled repositioning to
| 1nd1a in-June bf the ATS-6 satellite, after only six months
“of educationa] éxperimentation in the Appa]achian and RocEy
o ;//f’w Mountain areas of the U.S. The functions of the Consortium //// :
will include coordination of telecommunications activities
- . of public and private institutions and agencies conqerned
W1th the deiivery of, educationai health and other pubiic
seryices; identification of potential users and egotiation
with potential providers of services to obtain communications
COST-SHARING - o capahi]ities on a bulk basis; cost-sharing services to Con-
: SERVICES FOR " sortium members; deyvelopment of practices to_foster experi-
- CONSORTIUM MEMBERS .  mental uses of telecommunications; provision of technical
i assistance to potential participants.‘ Not contemplated are
the productlon, distrihution and marketing of programmin§ by-

\

- the Consortium.

L4

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS A meeting of. the Consortium and other prospectivessatellite
INVITED TO MEET users will be held in the spring to develop a coherent

strategy for a puh]io~service satellite. The Ford Foundation
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reportédly will

ke a: )ast Ez/tribution to pub]ic te]evision
) ' by ef:i29‘"9 a ng-term, inte rest lqan to the Pub]ic o
' ' Brégd ast 9f/éystem//Cons,prtium member. for purchase or con-'

|
satel]tte and, 50 earth’ stations. Legislation }
|

N
has-b‘tn drafted by the Office of Te]ecommunicat1ons Po‘icy '
TIVE GRANTS OR /! to fundxcable sate]]ite experiments through HEN The*sate]-'
CABLE-SATELLIYE !

EXPERIMENTS

PLANS FOR

W INCEN-

lite can he operationa] by 1977. perhaps as early as late

A

. .1926 ' %.537 ) - : S .. T

/ -;\.

PARTICIPATION
IN CONSORTIWM

-///th1s sate]]ite meeting withfa view* to membership in a’con-

sort1um N

*The ‘advent of a Public Service Satellite with Federally

! sponépred 1heent1ves for cab]e-setellite erperimentation re-
qpires policy-making of the highest order to assure that
Connecticut people'have a hand in the design of the communi-

cations scheme of things to come.
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P S WASHINGTON, D.C. 20534
" . April 5, 1974

! Hs. Hargaret Cleland
",'Dxnectpr. Public Information
- Connecticut State Library
231 Capitol Avenue
Hartford,, Connecticut 061

o .
5 - . e . - B}
' !

-

Dear Ms. Gleland° ' //// - ” " . , -/ '

: You have requested our comment on legislation (Education C
; Bill No. 5105) currejitly pending in the Connecticut State

to develop its educational and informdtional potent
objectives which this Commission éartilw endorsesg?
the goals stated in the proposed legislation are’s
the FCC's encouragement of innovative uses of éd

access channele during this exp imental
: Z

are wdrthy

‘!Bistent-‘ with * “V » .. ' . .v- . . . '

: 5 sion ih Comnecticut o
* hals also propoeed the éstabli hment of“ ; visory councils in.. . ~.
edch franchise area. Since, e’ and bosrds of education are to ' '
46n with the PUC to achieve ‘ '
ve ef orts might be an nffective

4 .

e represented on these cougcils, ¢ opé
mutunl “objectives and avo4d duplic
procedure. , . )

With regard to your new publicatién 9///e Libraries, we think it.is
commendable that you and your codegigfre are working to incrsase public
knowledge conceérning cable telev;pi Congratulationa on the good -
ork. _ A /a/ i

»

._“‘

? :'If we may be of turthe lqpi/tlnce, please cOntact us.
- v L | Sinc*erely, . / ) . .
. | ‘ T %‘ng , C - ) .
4 )’\. E . "

o . Davia X
' : " , ' Act J C




.+ "+ 7 U.S. CABLE TELEVISION FACT SHEET - Fenruay 1975

Nationa] Cable Te1evision Assoc /918 Sixteenth Street N.W. /Hashington. DC 20006

EY

SIZE OF INDUSTRY

J,Number‘of CATV systems: approximately 3,200 S .

* * Number of communities served: about 7,000 L J ) o

* Number of homes served: nearly 10 million o ‘ o

Miles of cable plant in place: 180,000 miles. '

- 'Penetration (homes served as a ratio of homes. - - 'a e
.,  passed by cable): 55 percent ) ' R '
saturation (total CATV subscribers as a ratio of ' . oo
. TV homes): 14 percent . _ /' . L o
Estimated industry revenues_ﬁor'l974:- More than' $500 million'
Employment: 25,000 people \ - S o ’

-

-

CAPITAL INVESTMENT | ' LT

Total Capital Investment $1 billion '/ - T

construction costs: Range from $3,500 per mile in sparsely

- . populated, rurdl areas to $8,000 per ‘nile if urban .areas. .
Constructlon in® dense urban areasﬁmare cabl mqgt be laid
undergro/nd goes as high as $80 000 per miﬁe -

? s "‘:

FEES . j' S S
] - R ' -
Average monthly feg: $5.50 S _ .
Typlcal one—time anstallation/fee.u $10 to $15° S .

L
PR

LOCATEON ﬂ A
All 50 states plug virgin Islands- Puerto Rico, Guam
JPennsylvania. has the most systems. 300 systems serve more than
950,000 subscribers - e
california has most subscribers:. 1,278, 000. households served
“ by -285 systems | .
"." gix states have CATV saturation of more than 25 percent (number
of homes served~by CATV as ratio of total TV households):
West Virginia, Wyoming (both have more than 40 percent saturation),
Montana, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Vermont

4

SERV CES B s
ERVI 2 .

Retransmission of local broadcast signals

. Importation of independent TV stations from nearb{ thles (subgect
to FCC regulations) e

Origination of local (community-oriented) ‘programs . S

News ticker, stock reports, weather reports ' )

. ,Public gccess,‘educational programming, lotal government access,
pay-cable “

Pay cable TV subscrlberS. 130,000 Subscrlbers

‘pay cable operations: About 60 systems.in’l4 states '

Pachable.fees.. Installation -g3about $10' monthly service: $6 to $8
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g TV (CATV) decisions..

s

- production, writing, and station ;j

- ductions.
. “Schools without walls” locat-

-Adv,

Educaflon Vla Cable T V Urged

By J..GREG ROBERTSON
‘Cable televxs'léﬁ,,can become
a powerful force “for -the ad-
vancement, of education. in our
time — of it can be a complete
bust.”

That 1s the conclusxon of the
ti

ent

LAdaip-
isixation ip pressing for. more

influence by educators in cable

“CATV can bring the long-a-
waited dream of continuing, |’
life-long education closer to
reality — or it can perpetuate

much of the mediocrity current- |-
.ly available via commercial

TV,” says a report prepared for

the" school supermtendents i

group.

Ira J. Smger assxstant super-
intendent in charge of instruc-
tion and special services for the
West Hartford school -system,
prepared the-report.

Examples Given

Singer gives many examples
of cable television uses for edu-
catiori. These include direct for-
mal instruction, in-service
teacher- trammg, community in-
formation and education, and
training students in_television,

opération. ®

The system could also be used
to produce short ‘“experience”
type programs by students for:
students, or to transmit school
sports events or- dramatic pro-

ed in factories, schools, laundro-
mats, supermarkets, and other
piiblic placex could be tied to-
gether by cable television, he
says.

Programming could include
such standard course§' as typ-
ing, sculpture or dance as well
as programs on “what to do” 'n
various situations—if you are
arrested, in an accident, about
to by or sell a house, buy in-
surance, obtain medical care,
shop wisely, or seek legal ad-
vice. k

Other programs could explore
career opportunities. housing
availability, or could feature
parent and student opinions on
various school and locai issues.
Cable television programs could |
incorporate instruction
for homebound students, or pre-
sent educational games and
stimulation for students and the
genéral public.

‘With multiple channe]s avall’
able for educational use, Singer

casting programs shown earlier.
Channels could also be set aside
for high speed: remote video
tape duplication, -for computer-
ized information retrieval, and
tfor transmifting still pictures
and documents on demand.

A separate channel could be

*set aside for reading.instruction

for pre-school children and’ oth-
ers in the community, he says.
High Stakes :

But the report notes that high
stakes are involved in develop-
ing CATV nationally and in Con-
necticut.

About 4.000 cable syatems are
expected to be in operation
by next year, and 5,000 by 1980,

But the cable audience will-in-
crease tremendously by 1980 to
thore than 25 million households
and revenue will soar from the
current level of about $300 mil-
lion a year to more taan $4 bil-
lion.

Currently, 16 franchises have
been awarded in Connecticut,
one is currently being consi-
dered, and three are scheduled
for hearings by the Public Utili-
ties Commission in September
the report says.

Public Utility
-Under- Connectxcut law. CATV

is treated as a public utility sub- jposes.

ject to the Public Utilities Com-'
mission (PUC) as well as the
Federal Communications Com-.
mission (FCC).

The Singer report points out
that FCC regulatipns require
that each franchise holder pro-
vide at least 20 channels in
Connecticut’s 100 most populous
areas, with at least one channel
provided for education use cost-
free for a five-year pariod.

S“If the channel is used wisely
and well, the FCC may increase
the number of channels allocat-
ed for- educational _ purposes, ”
Singer says.

The .franchise holder is re-
qulredxto provide an additional
educatibnal channel at no cost if
Ithe first channel is being used
80 per cent of the available
time, he says.

In larger areas, the franchise
holder must provxde studios and
production .equipment and each

CATYV system must be equipped iandjﬂ

for two -W a y "communication,
permitting clients to respond to
video stimuli.
‘Urgent' Singer emphasizes
“It is urgent that meetings be
arranged with the franchise
oldet in order to insure-compli-
ance with the FCC regulations,
negotiate auxiliary provisions

be ‘crucial to successful educa-
tional utilization of. CATV -

To begin, he urges school su-
perintendents and boards of-ed-
ucation to start. ‘‘immediate”
dialogues with franchise hold-|
ers, town officials, -and other in-|
terested community groups.”

been awarded, educators can in-|
fluence the selection of a fran-
chise holder, says Singer. -

for no-cost or low-cost wiring of
low-income homes for cable tel-
evision and for other policies
such as establishment of train-
ing programs for minority youth
in the CATV field .

To finance public and educa-
tional programming, Singer pro-
poses using a portion of the pre-
sent 8 per cent state revenue
tax on CATV or charging fran-|

chise holders a flat fee.

School . systems should at-
tempt to negotiate with fran-
chise holders -for free cable
drops to all schools, free inter-
change with neighbori g cable
systems, technical assi

planning and programming, and|
free or low* cost viewing sys-
tems for schools, the report pro-

A key to° insuring dxaloggﬁ
and cooperation is to includ¥
school, community, and mindri-
ty represenmtlves on the advi-

PUC for each franchise. The:
preliminary P UC regulation
specified municip aloiffcials and
their appointees as membets of

to change.

A spokesman for the PUCJ
said this week that the commis-|
sion will decide by the end of

other groups in the advisory
councils.

nigfe’genhﬁom
ous grou

lic [fibraries.

, such as pub-
igher education
institutions, and community
groups such as the Urban
League have pressed stongly for
represeptatxon on the coungils.
#Singer report urges;
schoogan‘imstrators teachers,
ards of education to in-.
fornttheniselves “1mme?ii’ately
about!!CATV and join the fight
for ngd cational
gain'"s
Singér concludes that,
greatest danger is pubhc igno-‘l
rance and apathy — common.
maladies swhich,
can ¢aGse’inestimable damage'

euggests uses such as rebroad-

and establish rapport which will

to the pedple’s opportunity to
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-Where franchises have not’

Public officials shoutd push|

Ce in|

sory councils mandated by the;

August on whether to include|

communicate thelr ' concerns
acquire new
their culture, share their crea-

tmty ”
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the councils, but this is subject -
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and pubhc» .
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L g g A PROPOSAL TO THE COW’IISSION ON THE EﬁUCATIONAL AND
f RN INFORMATIONAL USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS -
- £°@ 70 STIMILATE BILINGUAL PROGRAMMING . ° | KR
8 p - 7FOR THE EDUCATIONAL USE OF oplETEEISIN - -

,, E .+ - Puerto Ricans in the United States face many problems ‘that .
' prevent them from participating fully as American citizens, a _ ’
' o right which they have by birth. The limitations of some people' 3
e ‘ in learning a second language -- English’ or Spanish, as. the case
‘ ".may be -- so that.communication can flow in both directions, o
~particularly affects the Puerto Rican population. Somewhere ..
along the way a myth has been perpetuated that monolinguism is
a disease that attacks or runs in the blood of Puerto Ricans,,
exclusively. For this reason, citizens of Puerto Riecan extraction
: ‘are continuously subjected to negative stereotypes based in the
o~ inability of others to understand and communicate with them.
y . » . :
Mass commnication cannot solve all problems, but cable tele- .
-vision and cable libraries, concentrating in certain high-priority‘ RN
areas, could go a long way if‘ the right direction. * Cable TV has - ‘
.the potential to. help or hurt communities. It can help communxty
.organization get access to the media heretofore unprecedented and
provide superior education facxlities for mass education. It can )
hirt by reducihg personal contacts between people to a minimum,,by '
possible elimination of half the postal jobs in this country, and \\\*\\ .
by restricting publi@*access, prOQram diversification and community L };
. responsiveness. :o. . e "

2

. ¢ “o
The second pogsibility is something the Puerto Rican community
- is experiencing almost daily. The first option offers hope’ of ‘deal-
ing- better with the reality of 1life among the Puerto Ricans on the
| U.S. mainland. Cable television Las the potential to help minority
_ people solve many problems and achieve a new plateau in self-
determination and self-fulfillment - a most vital concern to the
panish-speaking population. -
There exists in the Puerto Rican community in Hartford -- and
N increasingly in the State as well -- a solid core of individuals
who have demonstrated abilities in the areas of education, drama,
photography, film production, radio and TV programming and related
fields, in both Spanish and. English. The individuals are currently
" involved in creating a cultural’ renaissance among the Spanish-
) ; speaking population in the State of Connecticut. ‘It is realized,
- however, that increased access to mass communication would not only
produce cultural gains but improve educational, vocational and
economic opportunities as well. S

One key to the use of public access is quality programming,
especially bilingual and in Spanish. It jis of little use to have
access to cable facilities and cable technology if there is na '
meéans to produce bilingual programming which is both dynamic and . - -
relevant to the needs of the Puerto Rican population. This brief .
proposal, €hen, is written in the hopes of accomplishing the

_— following: ° ‘
/. . (»;) 65 _




. (aimed at English-dominant individuals who could benefit from

l. To establish nilingual programming as a priortiy item
for educational use of cable television, programming

T which demonstrably accomplishes §oals based on the . '“\g\\¥ .
. needs of Puerto Ricans in the Hartford area, A ~
2. To explore the possibility of demonstration grants to - . ,/7;”W
‘ " determine the most effective means of accomplishing | S

v » the above. o . A T

. +
/
For purposes of description, we may diVide the programming in-'
to two categories- "Spanish langunage® ‘(aimed at those who communi-
cate primarily or exclusively in spariish) ard "English language"”

exposure to Puerto Rican® history and culture, and the acquisition . v

- of Spanish). It is recognized that.these are very narrow defini-

tions and that subsequent progtamming might- be-"bilingual" ina - . .,

greater sense.  For example, a novel ‘approach to-second language

learning might fecus on two main characters who actually learn a

language of the air ~- a Spanish-dominant .individual in a totally )

English dominant setting and vice wersa {such an experiment would DRI

teach more.than a second language, ‘of course!) ' ©
The proposal would be aimed-at developing two pilot series

which might, if they are successful, lead to a bilihgual produc-

* tion company . The first pilot would be in Spanish and would deal

primarily with education -- how it operates and parents' rights

and obligations, The program would focus on who Puertt Rican .

parerits are -- what is their common ‘history and what common prob-

lems do they face in mainland schools. It would then teach . .
survival techniques"” to aid them in dealing with the situation ——

 ‘citizen awareness, legal and’ consumer education, ‘health and safety.
' Lastly; it would teach English as a Second Language on three

I3

levels- survival, intermediate and advanced. AY . e N
., 'The second pilot would be done primarily in English and would

be aimed at bringing out the highlights of Puerto Rican culture _ .
which would enable non-Puerto Ricans to understand Puerto Rican ' -
cystoms and heritage and thus communicate better. This pilot :

"would be a drama portraying the problems facing a new arrival in R
. Hartford from Puerto Rico. Emerging from this pilot would be pro- ;

gramming to accomplish the following: , Y
Documentaries on modern Puerto Rico T '
Relationship of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico to the
United States <
Contributions of Puerto Ricans to the American way of life
’Historical facts through dramas A -

On' the language plane; Spanish as a second language would be

taught -- not Castilian Spanish but South American Spanish with
Puerto Rican vocabulary and idioms. The aim would be to provide
Spanish at several levels so that oral communication in the com-
munity would be improved.

A
N

The proposal budget would be based primarily on the produc-—— .
tion costs for these two pllg?i) " :
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT °
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
State Orrice. Buiomvo . HarTtrorp. ConnecTicur 06115

= - DOCKET NO. 11407

PROPGSED REGULATIONS' CONCERNING THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY COUNCILS
. FOR CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE AREAS

Pursuant ‘to—the Commission's finding and order in its Docket NO.
11366, it ordered a regulation making proceeding concerning the estab-
_lishment of advisory councils for community antenna television franch-
_ise areas., . The Commission accordingly promulgated a notice of hearing
.. "to adopt regulations in the Connecticut Law Journal of April 17, 1973,
- and thereafter conducted a public hearing at the Commission's offices
‘ in the State Office Building at Hartford on April 26; 1973,

Various municipalities, industry representatives and professional
organizations attended the hearing to offer statements of position and
recommendations for such regulations. Some of these recommendations
were beyond. the scope of the subject matter announced in the notice
of hearing, .’ ' _ -

N P . E

The corporation counsel for the City of Hartford contended that
the corporation owning the CATV franchise encompassing that municipal-
ity should be required to 'place a number of inhabitants of the City of
Hartford pn its board of directors as public representatives.  The
corporation counsel expressly requested the Commission to withhold
action until May 16, 1973, so that he might have the opportunity to .
submit his written legal memorandum concerning the_Commission's legal
authority and power to issue such an order to New England Industries,.
Incorporated. No such memorandum was ever received from the corpora-
tion counsel, S . ' -

Subsequent to ‘the hearing the Commission reviewed the transcript
of the statements of position offered by the participants and the
written statements filed before, during and .after the hearing. It has
aapived at the conclusions that follow, - - : .

An advisory council.is‘desirable in the administration of CATV
statutes and regulations, Such an advisory council ‘should include a
strong representation from the various towns comprising the respective
franchise areas,. Some consideration should be given to the pdpulation
density.of these towns in determining how many representatives each
should have, - ' - . '

T The Commission further considered the value of CATV as a device
_assisting public education. It has concluded that each board of edu~
"cation should be represented in the work of the advisory council,
Similarly, the Commission notes ancther important public use of CATV
is related to the public's access to literature in various forms
through the library systems located within each of the franchise areas.
For this reason libraries should be répresentéd in the advisory council.
Finally, the Commission agrees that the operator of the CATV franchise’

should offer its expert advice and in that way help in the work of the
advisory council, ~ g .
o ‘

ENC
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. 'On the basis of all of the foqegoing.the'commissiOﬁ reconsidered - °
-and revised the proposed regulations it had originally published in its

riotfce of hearing, The Commission has conc¢luded that the regulations
to follow will be the most appropriate response to the public needs as
determined from Commission experience in CATV franchise matters and

from the representations made to the Commission in connection with the

+ hearing on these regulations. Accordingly, the Commission has ordered )
the adoption of the regulations- hereinafter set forth, subject to-such
- further and additional proceedings as shall be required by law under

Chapter 54 of the General Statutes, 5

=

"Section 16-333-24 ~ ESTABLISHMENT OF CABLE TELEVISION R
; L\'iﬁiﬁDVISORI CQUNCIEdr

"There shall be.establishéd a cable television advisory council,

hereinafter referred to as advisory council, consisting of representa-'

tives of the towns in each area where the Public Utilities Commission
has granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity to a
cable television company as franchise holder under authority of
Chapter 289 of the General Statutes, : : '

“SECTION 16-333-25 - APPOINTMENT OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS,,
- "The members of each advisory councils shall be appqinté?’as_
follows: o . o

’ &
- "(a) The chief elected official of each town in the franchise
- area shall appoint. one or more members who are residents
of said town in accordance. with the,population of said
town as determined by the most recent United States census
in the following manner: : :

"(lf"In towns having a population of less ﬁhah 5,000 -
.one member, a : )‘ ’

"(2) In towns having a population of at least 5,000 but.
‘less than 20,000 - two members, !

"(3) -In towns having a population of at least 20,000 but
less than 50,000 - three members. -

"(4) In towns having a population of 50,000 or more -
' four members., ‘ N :
"Insofar as is possible said appointments should reflect and be
representative of the cultural, educational, ethnic and economic make-
up of the population inhablting said towns. o

."(b) The board of educatiaon in each town in the franchise area

o shall appoint one member of the advisory council, Such
member must reside in said town, but need not be a member
of said board of education. :

(c) One member shall be appointed to the advisory council in
each . franchise area to represent all of the libraries of
general public use located in the towns within that franch-

ise, In the town in the franchise area having the largest

gopulation therein, as determined by the most recent United

‘Jtates census, the public library board charged with over-

: 68 . .
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DOCKET NO. 11407 - | - - . Page 3~

sight and management of the town's public library as defina
§ by Section 11-24a(b) of the General Statutes shall appoint

the advisory council member. In the event there is no
public library board in charge of the public library in tha
town, or if the library of general -public use in that town
'is a-private eleemosynary library,” or if no library in

~ either category is located in that town, then said advisory

. council member shall be appointed by the chiéef elected
official of said town, Tge advisory council member appoint
ed hereunder shall be an inhabitant of a town within the
franchise area who is either a library . board member or a
professional library staff employee of a public library or
a private eleemosynary library of general public use in a
town within the franchise area, -

%(d) The franchisee shall appoint one member, who shall possess
' some expertise in the field of cable television and who
shall serve without vote on the advisory council.

“SECTION 16-333-26 { TERM OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS.

YEach member of the advisory council .shall serve for a term of
two (2) years from the first day of July in the year in which such
member is appointed. . . '

“"SECTION 16-333-27 - VACANCIES'OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS. 7
"Any vacancies for an unexpired term may be filled by the respec-
tive appointing authority in each instanceé to complete and serve out
. the remainder of the current term for which the vacating member was
. appointed, ' , e ,

‘"SECTION 16-333-28 - COMPENSATION. _
vembers of the advisory council shall serve without compensation
"SECTION.16-333-29 - ELECTION OF OFFICIALS AND MEETINGS.

“Each advisory council shall elect its own chairman, vice-chairmar
‘and secretary. The council shall meet regularly at least bi-monthly.

°© Special meetings may be called by the chairman or by the majority of

the members upon due notice to all members of the advisory council,

"SECTION 16-3%33-30 - FUNCTION OF COUNCIL.

"Each advisory council may give advice to the management of the
cable television company upon such matters affecting the public as it
deems necessary, Each advisory council shall annually on a date not
later than the first day of August, file a written report with the
. PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION concerning its activities for the precedin
twelve month period ending June 30," : : .

We hereby direct that notice of the foregoing be given by the
Secréetary of this Commission by ferwarding true and correct copies of
this document to: parties in interest, and due return make,
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Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, thig113th day of February, 197.4.

» Howard E, Hausman )

- Raymond S. That¢her ) PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

- » William L, Hadden, Jr, )

AN
2

‘State of Connecticut ) | )

: ) ss. _ Hartford; February 13, 1974
County of Hartford )

‘I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy'of

roposed CATV regulations 1ssued by the Public Utilities Commission,
State of Connecticut,

Attest: /ﬁﬁkvuy b14414?2@L

Executive Secrétary, Public Utilities Commissjion

.}, 3



PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM FOR CONNECTICUT LIBRARIES »
231 Capitol Avenue, Room 702, Hartford, CT 06115 e

MEMORANDUM : o

>

To: . . PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, STATE OF CONNECTICUT.

In re: REGULATTION-MAKING PROCEEDING ON CABLE TELEVISION: Docket #11366

Al
.

ThlS statement is presented to the Public Utl}ltles Commission by the Director of
the PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM FOR CONNECTICUT LIBRARIES, a Federal grant project

. operated by the Connecticut State Library in cooperation with the Connecticut

. lerary Foundation to disseminate 1nformatlon about library serV1ces available in

' . Connecticut.
h .

A particular charge to PIP is to help libraries in Connecticut develop improved
services to meet the growing and diversified educational and cultural needs of
Connectlcut s regsidents with special attention to the needs of those residents and
entities inadequately served at present by conventional library operatlons and - '
facilities centered on the print media.
This statement will comment in summary fashion on three of the- proposed rules in
Docket #11366 that are germane to the delivery of improved 11brary and -information-
al services in Connecticut: 5, 7 and 9. -

5. LOCAL ORIGINATION FACILITIES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS

Libraries, particularly public libraries, can play a useful and important
role in the development of public CATV services because libraries function-
ally straddle all the public access categories designated by the Federal
Communications Commission.

Public access channel: Public libraries traditionally have provided
meeting space and supportive services to community-baséd groups with,
special interests such as day care, enviromment, local history, con-
sumer protection, etc. Libraries also frequently schedule a variety
of cultural events featuring local talent in arts, crafts and music.

Educational channel: Libraries have always served as centers for con-

tinuing education for all age groups. With growing emphasis on

extended education, equivalency and individualized instruction at high

school and college levels, libraries will be called upon to stock and
» disseminate educational materials on a widely diffused basis.

Unlike schools'library facilities are accessible to aii the public.

Government channel: At the municipal level libraries can logically
function as the local information center. Unlike rmunicipal buildings
and schools, most libraries are open in the evening for the purposes
of the entire community. ‘ )

y
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At the state level, the State Library, which already plays an important
and supportive role to government, libraries and the general public,
could develop valuable information services geared to priority informa-
tion needs.

* Libraries in Connecticut are already linked by rudimentary technology
and cooperative agreements into regional and statewide networks. With
optimal public access facilities assured, libraries could readily serve
as common public access vehicles for single communities and blocks of
communities and thereby contribute to effective utllizatlon of CATV
expertlse and equlpment

- -

—~

7. ADVISORY BOARDS

For the orderly implementation of FCC public access rules and for effective
development of local cablecasting, advisory bodies should be established re-
flecting the interests of the people at the community and regional levels.
An advisory commission at the staté level should also be establlshed with
links to the local and reglonal levels.

" For effective coordination and use of available resohrcés, librariles should
be represented on such advisory commissions at both the local and state :
levels.

. >

9. FUNDS FOR PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

Although some libraries in Connecticut offer modern audio-visual services
such as records, films, microfilm, cassettes, most libraries are not even
remotely equipped and staffed to make effective use of cable television.
Without- regular funds for equipment and technical personnel, libraries, for
all their versatility, will be unalle to develop good €ATV services. If
cable television is to develop interesting and useful public access program-
ming in Connecticut it is esseptial that adequate revenues be provided

forthwith and on a regular basis for the necessary training of personnel and,

‘the purchase of equipment for all public access purposes, including those
of libraries.

An appropriate state-levé; entity or entities should administer such. public
access funds.

APPENDICES

(1) Report of 7-27-72 CATV meeting for librarians

(2) Bibliography of CATV materials at the Connecticut State Library

(3) Ken Dowlin's 11-1-72 report of CATV gervices provided at Natrona County
Public Library

1-15~73 ‘ Signed

¥

- Margaret I. Cleland, PIP Director
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Meriden cable TV assistance f

The Departnient of . Community

- Affairs has undertaken a unique pro-

gram of State agency assistance to

" municipalities in the fuller utilization

of government access channels on
cable television systems.

In response to a request from
Mayor John D. Quine of Meriden,
Deputy Commissioner Patrick Sulli-
van announced on October 8 that
DCA will provide direct technical as-
sistance to the Meriden administra:
tion and will seek to aid the city in
locating further resources needed.

Hollis W., Huston, who has been
named DCA's staff supervisor for
this program, has already assisted
the Mayor's office in- the develop-
ment of policies and rules for the
management of the channel, in pre:
paring an enabling ordinance and in
program development. Similar as.
sistance has been offered to other
Connecticut communities where
cable systems are being built.

In addition to the off-the-air sig:
nals it carries, each cable system
is required by the FCC to make avail-
able three free channels, for local
program origination. One of these is
for the use of the educational com-
munity, one is devoted to public ac:
cess, while the third is controlled
by the local government and pro:
vides access to State agencies as
well. ‘

- Through government grants and
foundation support, considerable
use has been made of the educa:
tional channels on established cable
systems, and concerted effort has
been made in major population cen:

Q ars to achieve effective utilization

of the public access channel.

In contrast, few local governments
have made any use of their chan-
nels, and even fewer have under-
taken anything but the most super.
ficial programming. This neglect
deprives the community of a po-
tentially powerful resource which
should be employed to improve in-

formational and service delivery op-
erations, titizen involvement and
training.

For this reasen, it is expected
that the experience gained in Meri-
den and other Connecticut communi-
ties, as well as models developed
in the process, will have regional or
-even national applicability.

THE MORNING RECORD (MERIDEN-WALLINGFOR[_)_) - March 13, 1975

New TV programs

coming for area

By JAMES P. CONDREN

It may not be too long belore
television viewers here have“the option
of choosing between the Monday night
"Game of the Week' and city coun-
ciimen arpuing passionately over how to
run the city dump.

And TV showing of "'The Towering In.
ferno™ might soon be found running op-
posite an explanation ol a new sprinkler
ordinance by the fire chief.

All this and more will be possible
when city olficials begin using Lh(sgnv-
ernment access chaniiel provided by the
:llrca's franchise holder, Telesystems,

nc. '

There are currently 19 CATV (cable
antenna televiston) franchise holders in
Connecticut, according to the state
Public Uulities Commussion. Eleven of
these franchi5e€ are now n operation,
according tgfa PUC spokesman.

The Federal Communications Com-

mission has mandated that cable
television franchises in major television
broadcasting a;cgs mzmyprovide three

local access channels: government ac-
cess, education access and public ac-
cess. )

So far, however, use ol the gov-
ernmental access channel has been
minimal, according to state officials,
who say that municipal officials are not

-quite surc how to approach this new °

tUmmunicit s System

Questions over how much cable TV

" productions will cost and what kinds of

programming should be offered are be- .
Ing ruised by mumicipal officials ’
The state Depariment of Comprunity
Alfairs set up a Cable Telévision As-
sistance Unit last [all to ‘help cities”
utize the government atcess-chatfehw.
The uhit was set up alter the mayor of
Meriden asked the DCA for assistance
in using the government access channel,
according to Patrick J. Sullivan, lorgrcr
deputy commussioner of DCA. Meriden
15 currently working with DCA olTieTsis-..____

(cont. 'over) :
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~ Selectmen Get Cable TV Prev1ew

' Killing_worth

By MAUREEN McGUIN-
: NESS

KILLINGWORTH ~— Hol-
_ Jis W. Huston, a representa-
tive from the state Defa

ment of Community Affairs
(DCA), told the region’s se-
lectmen Thursday that' the
possibmties for cable TV

le the mind."

But, he added, “‘what is of- -
fered isibrlnuch .less than what
e

uston met wllh select-
men and others from the
nine-town region to discuss a
state program which- will
help communities use cable
television.
Huston said each cable
Fystem is required by the
ederal Communications
Commission (FCC) to make
available three free channels
for local programs. One is
“for educational use, one is
devoted to public access and
the third is controlled by the
local government.

+ He said 20 hours per. weéek
is considered to be-ffll utili-
- zation of the”government.
_ channel-Once the channel is

estatili he sald, each

participating town in the re-

ﬂi:'),n | own a portion of the
e.

| Approach
owever,” since %0 many
lovms are involved, it proba-
will be easier to fill the
al oted time if programs are
produced regionally, Husto

Huston said t at ait
the educnuo gand of
nent channe 95

free channel4
FCC, 1his A

s probaby will be
gent on whether they
e been.used, if, they have
feen foynd to be of value to
Z~communities and if users ask
the FCC'to retain ithem.
Woa Franchise ‘;

Huston said specific in-
formatfon on ser¥ices of-
fered and costs ¢an only

come from Bernard Perry,
ot of Connecticut River

Television Cé., which
C elevision i w’v.

was awarded the region's

franchise last October.
This region may get DCA
. assistance, Huston said, in

' actuall{’setting up the local

Also, as a result of
state grants, several col-
leges will be offering train-

ment to help towns develop
and produce programs.

0 Also federal funds availa-
ble for ”innovatl:'vict: ap-
“proaches to community ¢
_velopment” haye been
proved for local cable

‘These funds. he

equlpme
state localities.

Towns involved in the Con-
necticut‘River cable system
are: Old SAYBROOK, West-
brook, Clinton, Killingworth,
Deep River, Chester, Essex,

‘Durham, and the* portion of

Haddam west of the Con-

nt in a variety of )

ing, personnel and equip-

“

o N

said,

will be used to buy

nectlcpt River.

to study the potential of government ac-s
cess telecasts and to determine the best
methods for' uuhzauon of the channel.

DCA persofinel and .city officials in
Meriden have begun a pilot project to
developgses for the government access
channel. Sullivan sees Meriden’s experi-

ment with cable television as influenc- .

ing government access channel use
throughout the nation.

According to Hollis Huston, supervnsor
of DCA’s cable TV dmsion. program-
ming on the governmental access is
‘only limited by imagination and
creativity.*’

od Bbth Huston and Sullivan say
' that the governmen] access
cbannel would attract,enough
- viewers to jushily spending tax
dollars for programming. o
The change in state ad-
fAirations, however, casts a
diover the future of DCA
television assistance.
. James Rice of Meriden,
#the new DCA cammussioner re-
& cently apponted by Gov. Ella
(r 7. says e 15 0 favor of
nmm, the program. But
e potnrS out that there ts '
‘strong. possibility'* the ph-
_ pram will be ended by budget
cuts called for by the governor.
-Rice says he would meet soon
with Jay O. Teppur, whose con-
firmation as finance com-
missioner s pending tn’ the
. General Assembly, {0 discuss
the DCA budget for next year.

A proposal for a grant to pro-
vide a team of Students from
Worcester Polytechnic
Institute to work out a govern-
ment access channel program

- for Meriden 15 currently under
review by DCA officials. Ar-
rangements for the student
team were made last year and
the students have already cbm-
pleted some preliminary work
on the program.

According to Francis S.
Noonan, Meriden's city ad-
minmistgator, the students under
the supervision of a WPI pro-
fessor will establish policies

u 74
s

and determine the functions
and duties of a muntcipal
board which will oversee the
operations of tHe government
access channel,

Noohan says that the ‘WPl
team will look into the
technical néeds of government
access channel (elecasts types
of programming, possible
abuses of the channel and
telecast costs.

The students have in-

teryiewed various city officiats
to get their views on cable
television, according to
Noonan. The WPI team is now
awaiting .word on the DCA
grant before any further work
is done, Noonan says. "

The concept of a municipal
board to fegulate the govera-
ment access channel was
drawn up by Meriden olficials

with the dssistance of the DCA. '

The Federal Communications

Commission, which has re- °

gulatory authonity over the ca-
ble television industry, has not

_tssued any specific regulations

reparding the operation of the
government access channel.
The proposal for a govern-
ment access goverung board
has been submitted to

‘Meriden’s €ourt .of Common

Councn&!or its actron.

The
ment access channel depends

* on how elaborate the program-

mung 15, according to DCA of-
dicials, who estithate ehat the
simplest programming will
cost from 525 to $100 an hour.
New York City budgets exceed

. $500,000 a year for operation of

its over-the-air municipal

st of using the govern. -

channe), DCA offhicials note. -

State olficials have been ex-

ploring the possibility of ob-

taiing lederal funds for ‘gov-

ernment acgess channel use.
State officlals &re also grop-
ing in other ways to get a
handle on how to approach
government access channel. In

a

- established the Commissi

1374 the General JAséem

the Educational
tional Uses of
munications.
Jellfrey Al

‘mussion ch mnan. the group

has not yet formulated any re-
commendations for the govern-
ment access channel.

Legisiation to extend the life
of the commussion to February
1376 has been submitted to the
1975 s¢ssion of the state
legisliure. The commussion 1s
also watting for the allocatitn
of a $30.000 budget approved
last year before any further
work 1s done, according to
Almauist.

When the FCC mandated the

establishment of the govern- -

ment access channel in 1372, a
lve-year development period
was set. In 1377 a review of the
channe] will be. made by the
FCC td determine 1§s success.

The continuation of frce access
to the channel depends on how

well cities make use of 1It, ac-
cording to Sullivan. ’
+ Cable television operations in

Menden began last July. The

monthly fee for the service is

$6.95 lor the home viewen

<>

Mayor 'John D. Qune sces a
great potential 4n the chanrdel
for enhightefung ciizens about
city government. *‘l think
there's a tremendous need to

get people more interested in .

what's happening in our city,”
Quine says.

Programming could range
from telecasts of various c*y

board and commussion meet-

ings to a lecture on how the ci-

Ve
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~* CATV Plugs in Pe ple Power

_
Connecticut is in the unique position to get off

on the right foot whete cabie television (CATV) ls
ensure that public access channels
will properly serve the public. The means to that

. desirable ¥nd lie in legisiation proposing to estab-
lish a pilot Commission on the Educational gnd In-
formational Uses of CATY, known as atate Educa-

on mittee um N

=3

With its passage a coordinating body of experts
would provide direction, advice and other services
requested by the local advisory councils required

. by the_Federal €ommunications Commission in

eacK franchise area. It would also’ identify the
needs and costs of public access operations, exam-
‘tne distribution of channel uses develop funding

. policy to encourage educational flexibility, convent-
. ence and experimentation and ook into the feasl-

bilty of commupity information centers for non-
cable subscribers. °

For at least two years library and education

leaders in Conpecticut 'have combined their talent '

in a TV subcommittee to review the experiences of
other states and communities reach conclu-
sions on which to base a au;yxz operation. Bill
5105 has been endorsed “hesftily” by David D.
Kinley acting chief of the FCC's cable TV bureau

for its dual goal of promiofing public understanding

:l'al CATV pnd developing the public access poten-

Harvard lecturer Kas Kalba added his support
mﬂulhhnnmdloquwwen-

" e Untlford Courard

< PR '
Entablished 1764—The Oldest Newspaper of Comtism Pablication in Americs ‘.

plications of CATV emphasize that its po-
tential/will not be fulfjlled a%!‘omaucally. “A sim-
ple iist of all the possible community uses” is not
enough to make them comefrue, he said. Pro-
gramming, demonstration, ‘promotion snd financ-
ing /are vital accompanists to good intentions:
Leadership and planning can make the difference.

| New York arid Texas already know how waste-

fficult it is to undo mistakes. Perhaps basing his

ew on those experiences, & Washington speaker
the state's Council of Mayors this spring said

gubllc ‘access outlook is “gloomy” and a “fizzle.”

Such need not be the case here, fortunately. As
Mr. Kalba observes, Connecticut’s proposal may
help o mobilize other state institutions to partici-
pate in developing this new communications re-
:loqrce. I might well become a model for the na-

on” ,

A4 spelled out by Bill 5105 commission mem-

ment and information receptacies including librar-
les of all . It would mobilize an impressive
array of interested pariics with equal representa-
_ tion. Viewers should benefit from top quaiity pro-
_ grains whose range is limited only by ﬂ)e creative
" imaginations of planners.

Our state-wide Library Line; library card and

interlibrary loaning aystems provide a foundation
-on which to build, The future for public access

cable TV will be brighter Jn this state than any
other if Bill 3108 Is passed. ° '

N
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the ‘Tack or coordinated effort can-be and how . -

bership represents all lévels of education, govern-




for Lz-';;e, Work

By loi MecLEAN
DAN!ELSQN = Collele creditfor job

How nbout a co den'u without
ever having atteridéd m college course?
'!'heu are both possibilities under a
stats sponsored program to get un-

" derway this fall, " .
The State Board for Acldemlc
Awards has set October 1" as the

' _ beginning of its first degree program,

an Associate in the Arts. The decision

came =t a meetln; Thursday. at the .

ug Valley Comunlty College.
Established last year by the Con-
nocticmughhtln, the board seeks to
recognize ‘life experiences” and In-
. dependent study as valid methods of

/;harmng A major function of the board
will be to co

-

Q

t proficiency tests to
assess outside-of-the-classroom ex-
perience and give college credit for it.

The board is m unit of the State
System of Higher Education and ex-
pects to receive its accreditation before
the beginning of its first program.

*This is s degree program for inv

" dependent learners,'’ according to.

"Bernard Shea, executive director of the
board. *'We are, in effect, a brand new

college although we .will hold nd

classes,” he continued. *

He emphasfted that the board would .

obserye all the regilations of a degree
;rantln; institution,

."“When people make the’ effort to
nudy independently they are making a
significant commitment,” he ex-
plained.

A 12 member commmed has drndy
been established to oversee thé

sssociate .degree. The members are °

faculty, from public and private
colleges throughout the state.

The Associate in the Arts degree will
represent the equivalent of 60 semester
credit Yours. Credit toward the degree
will be earned by examination, transfér
credit ‘and special assssamént,

The -degree will represent work
“among s areas of knowledge
according to m formula that encourages
individuality and uniqueness.”

.

© would boneﬂt by

n

ca :
. .
-
“
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i
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- .Shea said:that'ite program will be

particularly useful for two groygs: the
, urban- community, and wo!nen and
minorities.

The urban community, he éiplained,

were people who had been passed by
‘the educational systemn and had since

come into positions of responsibility. He
said that the unity college system
in Comnectietit had only begun 10 years
ago some people missed the op-

/  portunity for an education.

Women _and-minorities, Shea said,
e board because
these groups were hesitant to accept
.traditional classroom jtandards.

Shea admitted that “it’s an area in
which a great deal of ploneerlng is
‘appropriate.”

Comnecticyt is only the third state to

" begin such a program. New York State

has offered college proficiency
examinations since 1963 and has
granted Regents External Degrees
since 1972. New Jersey also gives credit
for outside work.

Part.of the Connecticut program will
be to administer New York's annual
College Proficiency Examination
Program of the Regents (CPEP) test
and the’ College Level Examination
Program (CLEP) of the College En-
trance Examination Board.

The tive board mémbers only held
their first meeting last’November but

. plans are already underway to expand

the offerings. The board emphasized at
its meeting Thursday that the Associate
n tho Arts degree s only thé first of a

Y
y
AN =0
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. further their education. Of the people -

Expenences

/

o

Wléty of degi'ee; 1o 'be eventually

offer . .

- Afy pact of the board will be to -

Joster tbe ~development of new

technology and ‘media for the dis-

" semination of information. Already,

" Shea said, the board can act as an outlet

forpeople who have ‘‘sttended’’ classes

troadcast on public television by giving

_ them credit ‘for their work. :
epresentatives of Quinepaug Valley

mmunity : College askedthe board

thep other colleges would recognize

klhe eridit given by fhe board.

Shea cited fjgures froin the New York |
program to suggest that the board’'s . -
evaluation would be accepted He said
that of the 1,203 people who have
recelved associate degrees In Néw . - '
York, more than half of thern went onto *

R

who went on, he reported, 80 per cent
received full credit for their degree,
The board did say that each college or
university had the right m decide what/
credit to accept. .
Tuition for the board may vary wlth e |
each candidate as everyone proceeds at < o

their own pace. The enrollment fee is =
$50 with an annual records main- |
tenance fee of $25 and a graduatjon fee / |
of $10. This does .not include )
examination fees. : |
In the next several weeks; the board, ° °
will be launching a publi¢ ln(orm:tlon |
peogram which will include visits to ‘
community associations and libraries.
They also hope to establish counseling {

centers throughout the state.

There are no admissior require-
ments, no resident requirements and no
time limlts The program is “open to
anyone who feels able to demonstrate-
college level achievement regardless of
his age, sex, ragg, creed, citizenship,
residence or level (!ormal education.” °

Emstern Connecticut is represented .
on the board by Grace W. Linden of ‘
North Franklin who is also its vice |
chairman,

|
|
|
\

~ Although~ she i3 avnllabh for

questions, she recommends that
inquirigs be directed to the main Board
office, 340 Capitol Ave., Hartforh: The
telephone number is 566-4319.-
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Awards can confer associale degrees {o per-
sons who have never been o college, libraries

_assume an even greater importance in the
" ...commuhily. Without a doubt, they will be one
 of the most efficient tools available to cami

credit- equivalent to one gained ‘through form
clagsroom study. Thus, it is the more s.'msfy-

~ing 1o be able to report that Connecticut’s Ii-
braries are ready. willing and able lo lulhll ex-

poclaliom . .

i was bul five years ago lhal thc (‘olloge

- Laevel Examinalion P>rogram (CLEP) first was .
..used 1 this stale making it ‘possible for per- -

sons lo carn, credits by examination to validate
knowledge derived outside the. classroom. In
lm University of Bridgeport offered tests in

29 subjects” through: “ils “evening division of

" adult edutation. Today therc are. more than 5¢
exams in six academic areas dvailable . for -.

placement and credil administered at a dozen
campuses with at. Jeast that many more partic-

© ipating’ institutions here. i
. CLEP is one of four nonconvcnllonal ways

fo carn croditsT The' other three are: by unother resource in public television and the

Iransforred points from’ an accredited school.
by getting passing grades on applicable tests
taken in mihitary service. and by a leam of cx:
perts’ ov aluntion of human ecxperience as
criteria for academic credit in a subject.
Applications imay be made with the BSAA at 340

(‘apitol Avenue. Harlford,

leraries will become cspecially useful
when the degreeseeker lakes the CLEP or hu-
man experiénce pathway. For in studying.for
the first or brushing up on the !pecmcn of the

~second. there -is

Street, Nartford, c.-eeam 05115 Saturday, September 14, 1974

Libraries Become a Campu§y

Now that the Board for State Academic.

» belter place than among
the stacks of -a libr
ticard; available free of charge from public li-
braries throughout the state, will benefit by re-

sources in more than 140 librarics. The ser-’

vice; authorized by the 1973 General Assem-
bly, includes an interfown reciprocal-borrow-

* ing program so that books, magazines and rec-
. ords located out of town will be loaned to a lo-
-cal library for the palron requesting lhom

Each library has a <pccially amung its
“materials providing a"broad diversification of .

reference material, indecd, something for ev-
ery need. Under the Jeadership of the Connce-

ticut State Library. Connecticut Is set up and -~ <

ready to-go.. Furthérmore, Public.Information

"Direclor - Margaret Cleland, for Connecticul,
. Libraries reports-thal BSAA plans regional

meetings ( this fall with library.personnel to dis-

‘cuss how ‘the extemal degree-program works
and cquip librarians for counsclllng. le%ling and
.as readers’ advisors. - .-

e Cuhheclléul -Library Assoclation oflers

public access channels on_cable TV. The CLA
has beeh deeply involved in planning, training

. and programming for al least two years to

bring the classroom into the living room
through that medium. / ,

=Connecticut is most lorluﬁ’aﬁ' to have far-

sighted pcorle guiding its libraries lo a profer
and rightful place of leadership and readiness
in public education in a modern, up‘dated way
making the best use of all assels for lhe good
of everyone.

n

. Persons with a Connec- .. -

-4

>
.. N
‘ CABLE INFORMATION SERVICES
. Conmegtiout State.ILibrary / Room 601 4
, 231 Capitol Avenue - -
.o Havtford, CT 06116 .
. ’ o 8/20/74
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FROM:., Cable Tclevision A Handbook ' For Decisionmaking, Walter S. Bn_er,"' :
) U. S. Covcrnmcnt Prlntlng /bfficc,_ Waahington, D C.1973

' ‘PI..ANNING FOR PUBLIC SERVICI'B ON CABLE . N -

Gwen all these caveats, how can Tocal oﬂicmls educatou. and citizens best use '
. the education and local government access channels? Firbt; study-groups should be
established early in the planning phase, as rgcommended in Chap. b. These groups
-hould use publmhed information, the experience of other communities, and expert"_g
ndwce to assess the community’s needs and priorities. They should estimate tlie
’ ﬂmds available frbm local budgets, state aid, federal grants, and private ahd founda- o
_tion sources. They may want to subject each ptoposed applncatnon to a lmt of ques- e
tmnmlxko the following: . ‘ , > . :

[N

S _ . Checklist for Pubtic Sermca on Cable

1. What is being done now? :
’ — #who provides-the information or oemce? . , e
— who uses it? ' ' ' ;
— 'how is it delivered to users?.
— is there feedback from users? -
— 'how much is spent on service déelivery and feedback? o A
{2. What are the present problems in providing the*service? ° ~ '
How might cable television help? Would other media, such as broadcalt
television, ITFS channels, the telephone, or the mails be as eﬂ'ectlva?
Can the semce be provided on the fre¢ educatxon or govemment access - .
channels? . S /
6, Will it require other facnlltles or equlpment? ' S
— additional: channels? - : ' '
— private channels? ' .
— two-way response (dat.a audio, or video) from vwwen?
— viewer-to-fiewer communications?
How much wili this cost? o

4

&

cost? :
7." How will the target a dlence be ldentlﬁed and reached? How mueh wnll
- : this cost? . N .
: 8. What are the arrangements for aud ience feedback? N .
'~ — how will guccess or failure be f€asured? ' '
— how will }eedback modify the way the service is prowdeé?
’ ‘ How much will it cost? . , ’ %

9. Overall, how will the cable television portion be paid for? |
- — from existing local budgets, as a result of cost savings?
— from additions to local budgets?
, — from state or federal aid?
N —. .from foundations or private gif}s?
. — by taxing'cable subscribers? : ‘
%WI“ a special showmg to-the FCC be necessary? Must any local, state or

*

federal lawa or regulations be changed? ; .
What wiil be the effect on existing local institutions that now prowde the' T
R . service? Must new institutions be created? :
/ . 12. What specific ateps must be taken to implement the semce on cable tclc;w-
: sion? . - : ( i '

Answermg theao questions will help distinguish among feaslble and mfenmble ,
applications, and those that are worth trying expemhentally Only by }létwe ex-

perimentation in the next few years will the potential of cable television for Qpro-

viding public services be understood nm; 8eventually realized. . . B \

e




BUIIMARY CHECKLIST

1f the community is- not in a major market, will its franchise require free
use of an education and a government access channel? “

- Has the franchlsmg authority deslgnated planning group&to recommend
; how to use the education and “government channela? N

Hu the fnanchmng authonty or planning group conmdered ‘

— whether. to set rules for admlmsbermg the education channel, lup-r"
ported by a special showing to the FCC? - '

— how the government channel will be admlmstered? ;’

— what construction schedulé - and rates are appropnate for mnng
schools and other publie facilities?

© . —{what productnon facilities and equnpfnent can be uned? B

— what rates for noncommercml use of addltional leased channels mll be

" set? . :
/

s ~where funds for programmmg and se le devélopme'nt will be ot;-

tamed"
— how audiences will be made aware of, and parhclpate in, pubhc ser-
-vices on cable? . A y

What specifjc educ‘atibna) and municipal applications have been proposed?.
Have questions like those listed on page 170f. been asked for each poten-
tial program. or service? Which seem most feasible?

)

» Has the cable sy&!.ém been designed to accommodate other public services
" at a later date" !

) What are the prospects for demonstratmg new educahonal or municipal

npphcatlons on the community’s cable system?

Qs

£

Reproduced and distributed by
CABLE INFORMATION SERVICES
CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY

<231 Capitol Avenue
. .Hartford, CT. 06%15 !
. Tel:: 566-7315




MIDDLETOWN PRESS - Februar‘y 26,

CATV Workshop Looks At Poss1ble Local Uses

Response to Friday's .cable
television workshop at Middle-
sex Community College has
been ‘‘moderately good,” orga-
nizers say, but there is an un-
derlying fear that local residents
are not aware of the lmportance
of the session.

The_purpose of the workshop
is to personally acquaint resi-
dents with local videotaping pos-
sibilities and to provide insights,
into the often unknown and mis-
understood expanse of cable TV.

The idea is not new. Other
workshops have been conducted
throughout the state to provide
persons with notions about cable
television’s local possibilities.

But for- the first time, the
workshop will be designed on

the local, not the state, level| .

with the local audience in mind.
The gathering fronf 9 a.m, 10 3
p.m.’is co-sponsored by the Mid-
dletown _commission on the arts
and cultural activities anﬂy
Russell Library. And it is spon-
sored wi e Middletown area

1975

People are not aware what
cable television has to - offer
Joyce Kirkpatrick, of thé com-
" mission on the arts and cultural
activities, said’

MIDDLETOWN PRESS
March

Cable TV
Facts Sheets
.Distributed

" Area merchants will be served
cable television fact sheets this
week. prior to being canvassed
by Middlesex Community Col-

resident as a prin(;ipal target.

1

MIDDLETOWN PRESS
March 3, 1975

lege (MCC) designed question-
n . ’

The fact sheets will previde
general background into Con-
necticut cable development and

- Margaret Cleland. of the state
cable commission. and Brian|
C-!

- schemes of its subscribers. Data

Persons could have an ..oppor-
tunity to have access to public,
. municipal and educational chan-
nels. Either they use them,-as

Sybil Paton, of Russell Library, .

said, or they could iose them.

“To use them, pride knowledge
must be gained. And it can when
three rotating womhops vrill be
tonducted Friday mornirig and
afternoon.

Sperry, former program
tor for Channe! I3 in New Lon-|

itsrelation to advertising

is-based on calls made this past
week to some of the ten cable
franchise operators across - the
state.

Both questionnaires and fact
sheets have been designed, and
will be served, by 33 MCC stu-
dents. The campaign is part of a
muych larger informaztion survey
currentiy being oconducted by
Kalba-Béwen Associates, Inc., a
cdumulhng (irm hired by the

ty.

* By CLARK JUDGE
Q: When is a council not a
"{council? A: When it's the Mid.
dletown area cable advisory
council.

‘The advisory council was es-
tablished by the Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) in 1974, and
its members appointed lut sum-
mer.

Under PUC regulations, it was
designed to ‘‘give advice to the
‘management of the cable tele-
vition company upon such mat-
ters affecting the public as it
deems necessary.”

Its members were appointed
for two-year terms, to serve
without compepsation, and were
supposed to convene at lenst bi-
monthly.

Slnce the council’s inception,
however, it has not met.once. Yn
fact, its members are not even
awaré who most of their col-
/|leagues are.

The problems can be traced to
what appears to be a commu-
nications breakdown between all

parties concerning: the advisory

/

CATV Advisory Council
Awaits Call for Advice

council, the PUC and the fran-
chise operator.

G practice is that the
franchise operator (in Middle-
town's case, TelePrompTér,
Inc.) calls the first mesting of
the . advisory group, After that,
the council’s presiding officer,
elected by the group, shall com-
vene the body.

Unfortunately, Mnddletown is
cast in an almost unique role.
The. franchise owner is actively
trying to sell its property here
and has thus lost track of the
advisory council.

Members have been appoint-
ed, but no meeting has been
called. Most persons on° the
oouncil thought the first gather-),
ing must be called by the oper
ator, or there would be no meet-
ings at all. !

Not so, said a PUC spokes-
woman. The franchise was
asked to call the first one simply
because it was one-of the few
sure parties, Most appointmenis
hive not been made, it was ex-

80
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' | advisory council can pull its own

The student inquiry seeks to
discover how viable a force mer-
chants, particularly Main Street
bu:inefsmen. will be in cable
adwv

.

~

plained, when an advisory coun-
oll 1s. establighed.

This procedure is merely a
convenience, she said, not a
rule. It is not part of the PUC
regulations, but was ocnveyed
only by letters to franchisees|
and those making appointments. |’
The message was then supposed
to fMiter to those appointed.

It, however, appointments
hsve been made and ‘the fran-
chise operator is reluctant to
call the first session, then the

string. “I don't see anything
wrong in° it,”” the PUC official
suid.

It was said that Middletown’s
predicament is almost uniq
‘because apparently this has
ready happened: in Connectlcut
An advisory - council that had
waited for the franchise oper-
‘ator to call the initial fortm. ﬂs
‘nally ended up calling its own. "}
" In other places where the
franchisee has been set to go,
"but ;ppointments have not becn
completed, mestings huve. been
talled mymy

o

>

vhusiness en would be unable to

: amnmittee and is assisting th
stu study, anticipates the'
-~ vey of 500 persons a(ter the busi

7en initiated.
o oo

4

don, will speak in two of the
workshops. -
Ms. Cleland will address her.
self .to -programming possibi-
" lities,” while.Sperry will be con-
cerned with contrasting ap-
proaches, and. ex-
periences.

‘The third phase of the pro-
gram, entitled “‘Choose. It: Use| --
1t,”” will focus.on practice. Con-| < -
,trasting subjects will test por-
" table equipment’s ability td-con-| -
vey likewise -contrasting acuons

" and approaches,

Sandwiched between will be a
short talk by Anne Branscomb,
of Kalba-Bowen Associates, Inc.
on a “glimpse into Middletown’s
future.” Kalba-Bowen is cur-
réntly conducting a survey in
the area to determine planning
-and uses of a cable television
system.

Registration is $5. More in-
formation is available from
Russell Library.

examples

" To do this, a 12.question flyer
was drawn up and presented be-
fore the Middletown ad hoc cg:n- ’
mittee and Kas Kalba of Kalha-
Bowen | t‘%ﬁdaTm"ht The
object was to obtain reaction
and input before the question-
‘naire was put before merchants.

The primary reaction was that

oomp the survey satisfac-
torily without- first knowing
something about cahle tele-
vision, Arfd to give them that
knowledge, it was decided that
fact sheets might be drawn up
and issued.

So, the students adjusted thelr "
timetable, worked on the fact
sheets and revised their ques.
tionrfaires, Bath pieces of infor-
mation are due on the streets
next week, with fact sheets pre-
ceding the, survey. = - \

Virginia Pettiross, who is a
member of the ad hoc cable

work can be completed in time
for Kalba-Bowen's estimated .\
deadlirfe of March 15.

The studwents were expected
to bezin a ropdooy teophonz sur-
ness inquiry wius completed. Sut)
because of the: :shortage of time,|”
that investigation - has- already

-/
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State Cable TV Board To Stage Hearmg

" NEW LONDON -- The
Connecticut Commission oo
the. Educational and Infor-.
mation.: Uses of Cable
Telecommunications will
conduct a public heari
day at 7:30 pm. in
Hali, Connecticut College, to
receive information opl-
nion" concerning the use of
cable television for com-
munity and public service

amming.

The hearing will be the
first of a senes of re;toml
meetings scheduled by
commission, to obui_n ex-

* pressions of local interest in

* developing local and area

mming and services

“for deliveryo{:y cable.

The hearing will be
cablecast over cable Channel
13, the local origination
Eastern

Inc. tConnecucut'College
a

Considered the first of its
kind in the nation, the com-
mission was established in
the last session of the
General Assembly to con-
duct a study and make reco-
mendations to the state

legislature.

hﬁlﬂ
et i e s g
i
to the General Assembly by
next February and recom-
mend possible legislative
rograms. the use

of cable’ television for “

educational, community and
pubhcsenncepr

Invited to attend today's
hearing and present

statemmtstothewnmu-'

sion are area government of-
ficials, members of local ad-
visory councils for cable
television, spokesmen for

ogramming. "

schools and colleges, -
libraries and bealth agen-
cies, community
9rganintlon‘s “and other.
interested persons.
-Statements also may be
~mailed to the commission’s
executive officer, Margaret
Cleland, at the Connecticut

" State Library until Dec. 31.

President at today's hear-
ing will be commission
chairman J. Jeffrey Alm-
Reference material

about cable television will be
“available at the hearing.

INSTITUTE OF ‘PUBLIC SERVICE ® THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT

v "The
" cut,’

The Connecticut

Cable Coalition

‘Holds Its

Annual Mgeting

The Valley Cablevision of Shelton
was the site of the annual meeting
of the Connecticut Cable Coalition,
held December 7.

On the agenda was a discussion on
State of Cable in Cennecti-
‘'an organizational and business
meeting of the Coalition and threfe
workshops covering: .

e The current state-of- the ant in
video production h/érdware

DECEMBER, 1974

o Community programming —
dealing with the practical realities
of producing and organizing pro-
gramrmng which directly |nclude
community members.

e Political and legal aspects of
Iobbymg and organlzmg efforts
‘around future cablé development
in Connecticut.

On the rostrum of speakers and
resource people were: Margaret Cle-
land, Connecticut State Library; Norm
Cohen of the Studio, New Haven;
Bill Inderstrodt, Cable Coalition; rep-
resentatives of the State Cable Com-
mission, the Danbury Educational
Project, the cable industry, and the

® STORRS, CONNECTICUT 06268 *

: |n§titute of Public Service. The In-

stitute  was represented by Exten-
sion Professor Myron ‘Weiner (past
President of the Coalition).

Update
Under the guidelines of the Public

- Utilities Commission, a large num-

The New Milford Times, New Milford, Conn.,

ber of Connecticut cities are in the
process of forming cable TV advisory
commmeos Three quite large
cable systems currently operating in
the state are: Danbury, Naugatuck
Valley, and New London.

For information about the Connecti-
cut Cable Coalition, its activities dnd,
membership, address the CCC
48 Howe Street, New Haven, Conn.
06511,

at

Febn’wr}j 20, 1975

Selectmen on Camera

By Maeve Stavin
clated story, Page d)
Subscribers to . cable tele-
vision in New Milford will be
able toturie in to Channel C (onc
of two public access channels
mandated) on, Friday March 14
and watch a Board of Sclect-

» men's mecting which will be-

videotaped at 19-a.m.’and aired

- -at a time later in the day —
) prébably in_so- called “prime

time.”

- Last Frldays mceting _wass
vidcolnpcd as a “dry run/'

Fquipment was provided by
Paul Hancock owner of New
Milford Cablevision. However,
the Sclectmaon will request a

. $9,000 gppropiration .to pur-
chase cq ent which will be
kept at the New rd Public

Library and which will be made
available to members of the
public quolificd to operate the
videotaping cquipment. The
$9,000 swin will include main-
tenance and. rcpairs for ayear:
the equipment is c¥pcected to
cost in the rcgion off $6,000.
Worlkshops in videotaping
techniques will be scheduled by
the Creative Arts Center’ and
will be open to anyone in-
terested In learning these skills.
Federal Communications
Comraissjon. rczulations have
mandatcd _that cablevision
companic®must / provide two
frec channcls open for com-
munity use, and unless. the

- town must find an operat

gte

in the case of the New Milford

arca — to Paul llancock.
Hancock Is required Lo

provide the necessary wiring-up

‘at town buildings, but is not

required to provide .equipment
or operators. llec told The Times

'on Tucsday that he will operate

the cquipment for the March 14
taping, but that in the futyre the

The New Milford Cablevis
Advisory  Committee i
presently  working _ to p
public interest in the us the
channels. The Creative Arts
Center production of 'A Doll’s®
House'’ was taped Monday for
presentation  over | public
channcls at a later dategh West

C

chapnels are in_opers&=“<gsinoany VOTU (Voice of the

tion by March 19777/t:hey Unheard) »qperating -on &
. teder}ygﬁ administered by

" will revert

81

S

sed production”

HEW provided the equipment
and technicians.

Federal funding may be at
hand, according ta Paul Han-
cock, if a bill introduced by
Senator Talmadge of Georgia is
passed. The bill would provide

funding for rural cabclvision. A,

Virginia legislator introduced a

bill in the House of Represen-’
" tatives which would provide

long term low cost loans for

rural arcas with less than sixty

houses per- lincar mile.
“That’s us.,” Hancock said.

““*Prospect for passage of this

legislation is not clcar. But I've
béen looking for something like
this. Only thirtéen per cent of
the country is wired for cable,
but it is growing. And Con-
necticut is the on t:ffc that is

really.act n cable.”
/
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Cable TV. Money Bem«r Held

By CLARK JUDGE

-

- IARTEFORD—~Mancy
eted Kist year for the state ¢on-
Anission on the Fldueabonal and
Informational  Uses  of  Cable -
Telecommunications ‘his not yec
been reicased, it wis learncd
yosterday, |

The wmoncey, s.m‘oon, was ap-
prapriated in Vebrnary, 1974, by
the Connecticit General Assem-
bly, and approved by the Com-
mission. October 29, Since that
time, however, not a penny of -
thie $30.000 has heen released by
the Legislative Managcmcnt
Conmniittce.

And it probahly won't be,
Commission Chairman J. Jef-
frey Almepust said, untit it is dea
termined: whether the Coinmis- -
sion's  Febenary 15
deadline will be extended. ‘The
Commission  was scheduled {o
review  such things  as - eable
needs,  technology, costs and

©funding; propeels for interstate
cable cooperation; and the need
for a permanent slate commiis-
sion to support the innoyiitive
use of public access channels,

It was due to report its find- -

* ings to the l@'lgl.nturp February
15, but will present, instead, an
mlcnm. cport and request for

swill/ probably be

Tuesday. It could have been a
final study, rather than an in-
terim gne he added, but the
mcmbers of his Commlssxon
felt it was worth the time tg

eonduct a long-range mvestiga-'

tion into cable television. ﬁ:l
the' ceport’s cover leiter, A
quist will ask the ' Legislative

- Management Committee fo ‘al-
low the $50,000 to be expended
theough the final, extended
g:adllne, whatever that. may

Why
Committee has waited

this long to relcase the money
is not clear, but Almquist
thinks it has to do with the re-
cent turnover in ‘state govern.
ment. By the”time - budgetary
procedures had been “elarified

[c g S

hudg. O

reporting -

Legislative Manage-

ahd oral ideas put mto wntlng,
the Jlegislature
its bi-annual facelift. The mat-
‘ter was subsequently tabled,
and has not been acted upon
since.

+ *These things. generally hap-
" pen at the beginning of each
year,” he said. Margaret Cle.
land, an executive officer of the
Cotmnissjon. agreed. The Legis-

lative Management Committee

under Gov. Meskill may "have
felt the decision to release funds

) lhouldbemadebymemleg-

isliature, she said.

Why Relue ?
But what's hard to "oy
she added, js the new legislit
commiittee's reluctance to dedl
with the issue. Perhaps the ge-
lease of Commission funds is
particularly low on the com-
mittee's list of priorities, she
suggested.
In any case, the only moncy

. available was three monihh and

approximately $3,000 wocth of a
fedecral grant put up by the State
Library. The money covercd two
persons salaries and services
such as mailing and duplicating
eablé " newsletters.
Decembher 31, but the State Li-
brary continucs to offer its ser.
vices and facilities. No money,
however has meant no salary
since December 31 for Ms. Cle-
land.

That situation mipht be re-
solved, as Ms, Cleland put it,
*with a little help from our
friends.” The'friends' in  this
caso sire Representatives Hows
ard Kliebanoff (D-8th District)
and Gerald F. Stevens (R-119
District), Each has sponsored a

- proposed bill which is directly .

concerned with the Commis-~
sion’s fate 'and currently before:
_legislative committees.
Proposed Bl
Klebanof{'s proposed hill (No.
6708) would extend the life of the

 Connecticut Commission anpther

year. Stevens' proposed mea-
sure (No. 6588) would extend the
Commission’s reporting | date
(Feb. 1j5) to allow additional
time for the study's.completion.

Neither, however,
refers to huhding. So, the possi-

bility of one of the bills being . 82\ than five channels.

as ready for -

It expired .

passed and the-money not being
released is there. Almquist is

confident the $50,000 will be re-
leased concurrently when and if
onc of the measures is passed,
but admits that the other possi-
bility is conceivable.

Should neither bill be _passed,
however, then *the Commission
would “be pretty much out of
business,”” Almquist said. He is
confident that won't happen, and
said the Commission has been
“operating on the assumption

that we'll get past.

The Connécticut Commission
was established by the Geneéral
Assembly in 1974, and is
charged with making recom<
mendations to the legislature to
assure that effective usc be
made of the access channels. As
such, it protects the public in-
terest in sceing that educational,
government and publie access is
assured to cable. Virginia Petti-'
ross, a Middletown resident, is a.
member of the Commission.

: NOTICE ~£
This will “be the last sy 51

Depn
‘v'"\| rs “

WASHINGTON (UPI) —
Federal Communijcations
nolicies

.l -~ I ' )
of cab

commoo OWNi

and microwave el

lf FCC gullli were

relaxed, the\ report said, alt—_

but about 1 m()ofthem

$153 million. |

channel recept on would con
$272 to $336 million.

. Test studies showed better
service could be\provided in‘

an investment e&qyali

$7

north central Tepnessee for

er household. ln,

cxplicltly ’

vision systems keep millions’
of mru:‘l Amv:r‘;lcans l{fm g&b
roved reception, the
mte lgouse Office of Tele-|
communications Policy
(OTP) said Saturday.

- An UTY survey, conducted,
by the University,of Denver;
said more than“6ne million -

rural households receive no
de:]ime television service >

S8ix million other

- households, or about 9 per:

cent of all home viewers,
receive fewer than three
channels, the survey said,
and. another 2 million must
choose from among fewer

86 -

- Baker, R

notthwest-South [)akota, the
per-household coyt of im-
roved reception yis a com-
ination of cable| and im-
frc;\;e;é microwave| was $128

ese figures compare
favorably with what some
rural héuseholders are now
investing in elaborate tower
antenna arrangements

F

for only marginall satlsfac-.\# .

tork_w{ reception,”’ report

OTP Dlrector John Eger
sent ies of the repori to -
irman Richard E.

Wlley and Sen. Howard H
R-Tenn.




NEWS RELEASE - DANBURY

Editor's Note: We are running. the following
news_releagses from Danbury in lieu of news-.
- elips. Getting local coverage of community
cablecasting in some areas of the State ig an

uphill job.
‘Danbury, Feb. 3, 1975

Mayor, Charles Ducibella is introducing a new
series of video programs which will be cable-
‘cast weekly on channel 6, the local access
channel. "The Mayor‘'s Report" will be shown
at 12:30, 1:30 and 6:30 p.m. each Monday
starting February 3. The weekly program is
being produced by Mr. William P. Morton, Video
Project Director of the Danbury Public Li-
brary. Designated as the Official Municipal
Information Agency of the city of Danbury, the
Library is planning to inform residents about
municipal activities, mun1c1pa1 agencies and
their services.

Fox further info -- O contact William P.
4&5" . Porter at the library.

S'WEEK AT m-: LIBRARY. During

.

ncnes and meetlngs, the audio
arry complete operas (average
ach opera-is about 2% hours).
be//ggglete playings on each opera

‘5”'
—
- ¥ iiﬂ

Mann." a $4 earth and other planets revolve

<

“The Ascent.
million proquctlon will begin at around it.
/
3

-

t@

\ every day 4 a brief introduction to the
*\opera prigr-to broadcast. The follow1ng is
the eek' schedule: N
eb. 10-~10 a.m. and 2 p.] m.--AIDA by VERDI'
w/Leontyne Price, Eita GoFr, Jon Vickers
and Robert Merrill, conducted by Georg
Solti w/the Rome Opera House Orchestra
: .
¢ ¢ Communit
y g 2 — - : )
: // - - The state’s regional com- 8:30.p.m. on Conpefticut Public
J © o munity colleges are offering Television withf'a repeat show-
E = credit by television starting ing- ay evenings at 8
€  next Tuesday in a 13-part public _
@ S TV series on the hlsto;?f map T serigs explores such
; mrough his achieve , torical events as the trial of
w science. v Galileo for his support of-Coper-*
- o - .5»/7: nicus’ theory that tlie sun is the
- S center of the universe and the

" Geared for Careers

Glastonbury lll;h School Guidance Counselor Lawrence Soboléwski demonstrates‘

08'

Feb. 11--10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.--THE MAGIC
FLUTE by MOZART w/Franz Crass, Roberta
Peters, EVelyn Lear, Fritz Wunderlich, con--
ducted by Karl Bohn w/Berlin Philharmonic

Feb. 12--10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.--SAMSON (in
English) by HANDEL w/Jan Peerce, Phyllis
Curtin, conducted by Maurlce Abravanel w/
Utah Symphony

Feb. 13--10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. PELLEAS ET
MELISANDE by DEBUSSY w/Camille Maurane,
Erna Spoorenberg, conducted by Ernest Anser-—
met w/Orclhiestre de la Suisse Romande

Feb. 14--10 a.m. only--MEDEA CHERUBINI w/
Maria Callas, Mirto Picchi, conducted by
Tullio Serafin w/orchestra

CABLE TEt.EVISION, CHANNEL 6 LISTINGS

Feb. 7 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Municipal Information
10 a.m. Aida by Verdi (audio only)
12:30 p.m. Mayor's Report
1:30 p.m. Mayor's Report
2:00 p.m. Aida by Verdi (audio only)

. 6:30 p.m. Mayor's Report
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Municipal Information
10 a.m. Magic Flute by Mozart (audio)
1:30 p.m. Magic Flute, Mozart (audio)

Feb. 8

.Feb. 9 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Municipal Information
10 a.m. Samson by Handel (audio only)
1:30 p.m. Samson by Handel (audio)
Feb. 10 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Municipal Information
10 a.m. Pelleas et Melisande by
Debussy (audio only)
1:30 p.m. Pelleas et Melisande by
Debussy (audio only)
Feb. 11 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Municipal Information
10 a.m. Medea by Cherubini (audio)
3 p.m. Jr. High basketball--Broadview
_vs. Régers Park

ter Credit-by-TV Course

The 12 community colleges Those’ interested should con-
are tying in with the series by tact their nearest community
offering college credit for those college registrar or write or call
enrolling in, and completing, the TV Community College, 1280
course, Asylum Ave Hartford.

GREENWICH TIME,
FEBRUARY 5, 1975

lerayy To H Jd
Video WorksHo

The Greenwich Library will conduct a
video workshop in the library's Cole

The schools will provide a tex-
tbook and an .anthology for
$15.95, plus a study guide and,
atgerquppprtive services.

>

e

a

g g
% ‘adévice that kelps students match their interests with various careers. Looking on in  Auditorium to instruct residents in the ,
E the high school’s Careér Resource Center is student Leslie Heinz. She is among several ~ usc of video tape equipment.

3  hundred students who have used the center to lears more about future careers. in the Two camera systems will be available
background, studeats use a microfilm viewer that gives basic iffformation on careers, during the workshop to provide
such as salary ranges and where to find training for the jobs iff the state. The center, - participants  with . “*hands-on

J‘! —gWhichis to have ot{er materials such ai,Cassette recorders nnd film strips, is funded by , C*perience.
T 82,500 state grant , - ¢ ‘o, )

7
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Vol. 1, No. 17 =~ December 25, 19
NEws AND CoMMENTARY CoMPILED AND EDITED BY THE CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY
Fnd , -
iﬁr%zs R .
ELT S
a‘ -
State of Counertirut
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
N , . STATE CAPITOL ~
HARTFORD. CONNICTICUT o8t
COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL\\ . N
. USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS . ‘)
231 Capitol Avenue/Room 601/Hartford, CT 06115 .
Tel.: (203) 566-7315
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ' .
. &
, THE CCMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL USES OF
. - . ! ' ) |
CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, ESTABLISHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO
STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE USE OF CABLE TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS FOR-EDUCATEONAL AND INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES, WILL T

HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THURSDAY JANUARY 9 AT 7: 30 p. m: AT THE ' -

+7

DANBURY'P LIC LIBRARY

INVITED TO ATTEND AND’ TO PRESENT RELEVANT INFORMATLON AND . ' , /

. OPINION ARE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, MEMBERS OF LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCILS

s
o

FOR'CABLE TELEVTSION‘ESTABLISHED IN éABLE FRANCHISE AREAS BY THE

PUBLIC UTILITIESKEQMMISSION QKESMEN FOR EDUCATIGN AND LIBRARIES, &K .-
—
cIvic ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE AGENCIES AND ,OTHER
- — : A

s

’INTERESTED PARTIES '1 o

sk

Rt

" STATEMENTS MAY BE PRESENTED ORALLY AND IN WRITING. WRITTEN - “y

n ~ . 5 2 . ’

. . . 5.
STATEMENTS MAY ALSO BE MAILED TO THE COMMISSION C/O THE CbNNECTICUT

\ g
STATE LIBRARY, ROOM 6Q&, 231 CAPIﬁ%L AVENUE,. HARTFORD, éONNECTICUT 06115.

88 !
December 23, 1974 S A . ,
84 : == g
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Teleprompter Seen Throwing Towel in on Area
Cable TV

BRIDGEPORT SUNDAY POST, Noveriber 10, 1974‘ N

" Teleprompter Inc.

the New
York-based company whose
spokesmen predicted-twe ysars
ago would be providing cable
television to the Bridgeport area
this summer, has .1}»&::
written off the area for-cable
television and Is attemipting to
sell its frsnchise rights,
Teleprompter, the largest
cable television firm in the na-
tion, has been delayed in its ef-
forts to wire Bridgeport, Strat-
ford, Milford, Orange and Wood-
bﬂdgo for ‘CATV primarily
because of a protucted legel
battle over the company's right
to locate a master antenna in

Shelton.

Now, with interest rates tha
highest in recent memory and
money for capital expansion in
short supply, Teleprompter is
moving to divest itself of un-
developed "high risk” franchises
such as the Bridgeport aree, ac-
cording to company officials.

Bridgeport is considered a
high risk area because residents
can receive seven or more chan-
nels independently.

This makes cable televlalon.
which offers up to 37 channels te
subscribérs who pay a monthly
service charge. less attractive
than in’arcas where normal TV

reception is marginal, according.

to John Raines, Teleprompter’s
New En;llnd Regional
manager.

““Teleprompter; as well as the
entire cable industry has run in-

to financial difficulties,” said
Mr. Raines. .
Shelton Saag Cited

'\\ “We would have had an

operating system ‘in Bridgeport
if u)hadn t been for two things:
the-difficulty with the Shelton
antcnna site and opposition from
established Connecticut

' ft’qlevuwn systems,” he said.

Shelton has opposed to the
of the master an-

tenna since 1973, when the city
Zoning commission denied Tele-
promper’s apphcnion to build
the tower on a site of Black
Hills road. The Zoning commis-
sion’s decision was overruled by
the state Pyblic Utilitles com-
mission, which: issues CATV

franchises, After g series of ap-
peals by the city, \the matter is
now awaiting a hea tha
state Supreme court.’

We feel the tower will causé
Interference with local television.

reception and result in depre-
ciation of local property
values,” said James Bracnaro, a
Shelton lewyer hnndlmg the casa
for the city.

Mr. Raines said tho Sﬁellon
site Is the only location in the
area where it would be feaslble
to build an. antenna, primarity
because of Its elevatian.
looked for years for an alternate
antenna site,” he said, “and
there just doesn’t appear to bo
any,” ’

IIw. )

—

“Rlackeut” om liyen

He
discussing the-  possibility of
selling lhe franchise with
*several companies’ but declin-
ed to reveal their names. There
still remains some possibility
thst Teleprompter would retain

' the franchise, Mr. Raines said

but, however, thet the company
would like to see another firm
lake over.

Teleprompter owns a
franchise in° the Middletown.
area which has also béen put up
for sale because of the coms

pany's efforts to cut back gn' /

capital expenditures.
. Bel'ore e:‘ny franchises ém Be

ransferred from one com .
. to_ancther, both parties r?:s’t
;amapproval from the PUC.

In the area adjacent to
Bridgeport, olherpo tial cable
television backers e been hit
_ by the so-caﬂed nght ‘money
“ problem.

Paul Hancock president of
New Milford ceblevision, had
applied eprlier this ‘year to th
PUC ‘for franchise rights to. the
six-town region that includes
Tmmbull Monroe, Newtown,
Brookfield, New Falrfield and
Sherman. - - f

But in September,
before & public

fnnchll.hldbedllctbyﬂle'

PUC. he withdrew the lppllcs-
/tion.

"Nobody wants. to put up any
money for new * said
Mr. Hancotk, whose eommny

| More Telecommumcatlons Urged

Dr Peter C, Goldmark
says the nation is failirig to .
use its communications .

“*We must look"a commum-
catioris with a

Goldmark’ text says:

'w get of

aoYehis icated services avai

*The project seeks to bnnf

in urban areas to rural

said Teleprompter Is

PR

ust recently began mvldh;
service to residents ohho New
Milford-Bridgewater area at the
rate of $3.50 per momth. He
estimated it would cost $2.8
million to establish an operating
system in the Trumbull region.
"We'll reapply as soon as
some money becomes
available,” he said.

Colgunlty Tolo:/lzl-/ n

tho application was not. on
lldcredbythoPUC use it
wulnwm =

cordingt o the PUC, a total’
18 cable franchises/bave been
granted in Connecticut. Of these,

_oaly four are operati

|

“.

e

—Telecampuses to pro- .
vide university instruction
in homes,

THE HARTFORD COURANT: Tuasday, Dacemmber 31974 -

technology prorerly and glasses. It is time for nation-
such a policy will result in 2l policy-makers to take: in.
the same kind of mistakes ventory -6f technological ad-

that have led to the energy. vances, in communications
crisis. d rea their real po-

an
-Goldmark, a commnnica. tential to facilitate solutions
tions scientist who hel to economic and socia! prob-

d 1 th long-pla lems.’
hom og 5 o"f il f Goldmark has long said

R

. or television. is actively en- that there is enough commu-

gaged in communications nications technology avail-

work in Connecticut. - able to improve the human
His warning about com- condition.

munications technology is ir $1 miilion in Funds

speech scheduled for de-  Since 1972, he has re-
llvery this afternoon in San ceived more than §1 million
Die for New Rural Socie

Go dmark will be address- ‘project which is being don
ing government representa- with Fairfield University
tives, scientists and busi- and is being carried out in
nessmen at the National Te- Windham County. The mon-
lecommunications Confer- ey -has come from federal

ence. . grants
&4

n

85

districts via television, com-
munications satellite and
the computer,_

Goldmark says 80
of the people in the U.S. re
jammed into 10 per cent_of

'the land and this results I a

waste of natural resources.
Goldmark will tell his au-
dience today that the na-

" tion's |47 report on Nation-

al GrowtX, due to be deliv-
erad to Congresy, should
contsin a role for telecom-
municatigns ''30 that we
don't repdat the mistake of
complacdncy teward our
natural resources.

Goldmark is recommend-
ing using two-way Cable TV
and other' forms of broad-
band communications for
such public service as:

—Teleclincis for medical
and.; public health informa-
tion services via television
in the home.

—Teleconferencing to con-
serve energy by intercon-
necting businesses) state
and local agencies so that
communicatis does the ¥
comunuting

—Domesiic ¢ nvlhte com-
municatior~ service to car-,
ry major cuitural events
from metropolnan areas
to rural. S

Goldmark is presidcnt of
Goldmark Communica'ions
Inc. in Stamford. He is a

- trustee of Northeast Utili-

tles,

»
-

&




‘Cable TV was discussed by the
. Board of <Sclectmen Monday

morning — background, some
" financial aspeets and how, 1o
f c{s;/lnblish policies and rules for

¢ of a municipal channcl,

//“ Carl Ulffers, a-former vice-
president of communications of
Amcrican Telephone © and
Telegraph  Company and
presently chairman: of the

franchisc arca, was present to
answer-questions, |
Mr. Ulffers was appointed by
Firsl Sclectwoinan Vera' Dallas
“»to represent Mndlsmk on the

council. The scvch-lown franc
chise arca includes Madison,
Guilford, Branford, orth

‘Branford, East Havcn,” North
Haven and Wnlﬁn’gfm-{
The franchise this area s

: - hcldby Commufiity TV Systems,
g lV’wholly owned subsidiary
.~ 2ol Atanta, Georgia, based

1 - ins, Inc.,

.- Under law, Mr. Ulffers cox-
plained, CATV must {furnish
three channcls to the town:
_municipal, educational and-
Jibrary channels. A public

By Maeve Slavin®
Related story, Pagie 3)
0 Subscribers to cable tele-
" viston in New Milford “will be
able totunc in to Channel C (oné
of two public acccks channcls
mandated) on Friday March 14

and watch a Poard of Sclect-
which will be
. and aired

_ mcen's meetin

' vidcotapced at
at a time later i the day —
probably in so-called “prime
time."”
Last Friday's meccting was
vidcotapcd as a ‘“dry run.”
Fquipment was provided by
Paul Hancock owner of New
Milford Cablevision. However,
the Sclectmen svill request a
$9,000 appropiration to pur-
chase cquipment which will be
kept at the New Milford Public

IToxt Provided by ERI

Advisory Council for- Madison's °

k4

channcl services the cntire
franchisc system.

Cable TV subscribers would
receive all present commercial
channcls as well as the three

, cable television channels.’
Receplion would received
. through telephone wires rather
than the present antenna-

method. .
The Federal-Communications

Commission (FCC) has ultimate
authorily over cabje ielevision,
Mr. Ulffers cxplained, and will,
hebelicves, establish some rules

(probably. technical) for-
operation. ) ’
Hlowever, the FCC has

delegated authority to state or
communitics. The |state of
Conncoticul has 7 passcd
Iegislation giving nui&l;lorily lo
the Public Ulilities Comunission
(PUC)» to cslablish® advisory
councils for cach franchisc area,
This council acls as a lialson
between the PUC

act pasyed by the Connccticut
lcgislature dclegating authorily
to the PUC also established’ e

N
3

 Selectmen on Camera

Library and which will be made
available to ‘membors of the
public quelificd to opcrate the
vidcotaping cquipment. The
$9,000 sum will include main-
tenance and. rcpairs for ayecar:
the cquipment is cxpected to
cost in the reglon of $6,000.
Workshops in videotaping
techniques will be scheduled by
the Crcative Arts Center 3nd
will be open to anyonc in-
terested in learning these skills,
Federal Communications
Comraission rcculations have
mandated that cablevision

and the
communily.
Mr. Ulffers also noted that the -

. From Cormecticuf éable Clips, Vq].GZ, No. 8’(Feb. 26, 1975), p. .5.;
- CATY to provide three channels : - "=
- Selectimen discuss local moves

gross receipts tax for the state,
which would cnable the state to
collcct approximately $160,000
per year.

Mrs. Dallas asked Gordon
Donley, asscssor, to Investigale
possible incomne to the town in
lieu of taxes'if the gross receipls
tax is levied instead of property
tax. . “

Mrs. Dallas asked Mr. Ulffers
advice on steps the Board of
Sclcctmen  should take in
:+ preparation for the ‘advent of
cable television i Madison —
anficipated by the end of 1975 or
beginning of 1976, . ,

Mr. Ulffors suggested that the
towh-check with the séhools as to
their ,plans;
placecmenl of the munigipal
channel cquipmenl (discuss
cooperalion with the library
channcl); and discuss operation
and management with olher
towns whith have installed caBle
lelevision channels. ‘

Expense to the town to tran-
smil its channcl, Mr. Ulffers
estimaled, Is. “not less than
$10,000 minimum lo get slarted,
and this applies. to the school,”

-

“invesligate

v

i

» SHORE LINE TIMES
Fcbruary 20, 1975

The town can use its chann
* ‘at no charge; the cosl involves
initial expenditures for cquip-
ment and the cost lo nanage the
channcl. The town is responsible
fo delerminé access to the
channe), programming,
providing cquipment - and
"making the channcl work,"’ Mr.
Ulffers stated. .
- Communily !TV Systems is
urging more - usc °of public
channels as it cnhances the
valuc of ils own producl. They
‘will therefore help as inuch as
they can, Mr. Ulffers noted.
Youth Center
Study Commiittec
Nancy Childress and Lisa
Parisee, Danicl lland Migh ™
School students, were appointed -
lo the Youth or Community
“Cenler Study Commilice. Mrs.
Dallas noted that Mis¢ Childroess
had organized and was in-
*strumental in operating the-tecn
center last summer and. “js
descrving of recognition for that
work." B

*

P

-

The New Milford Times, l\.lcw Milford, Conn., February 20, 1975

in the case of the New Milford
arca — to Paul Hancock. -
Hancock s .required to
provide the necessary wiring-up
‘at town buildings, but is not
rcequired to provide cqulpment
or operalors. Ilc told The Times
on T'uesday that he will operale
the cquipment for the March 14
taping, but that in the future the.,
town must find an operator.
The New Milford Cablevision
Advisory  Commiltee s
presently  working lo devlop |
public interest in the use of the
channcls. The Creative Arls
Cenler production of A Doll's*
Houuc" was taped Monday for

companies must provide IWo presentation  over, public
frcc channcls open ' for "‘“" channéls at a later date. A West
1

.munily usc, and "unless

channels are in opera-

will revert .

Bl

50

-

federal grant administered by
6 .

Hartford bascd production

HEW provided the cquipment
and technicians.

Federal funding may be, at
hand, according to Paul Han-
cock, if a bill intfoduccd by
Scnator Talmadge of Georgla-is
passcd. ‘I'he bill"would proyide
funding fot rural cabelvision. A,
Virginia legislator introduced a
bill in the Iousc 8f Repfesen-’
tatives which would provide
long term low cast loans for
rural arcas with less than sixty
housgs per lincar milq.

“That's us,” Hancock safd. /
“Prospect for passage of this/
legislation is not clear. But I've’
been lookln&/or something’like
this. Only tirteen per cont of
the country Is wired for cable,
but it is growing. And' Con-

company VOTU (Voice of the necticut is the only statethat is
tion by March 1977,they Unhcard) operating' on a really active in cable.”

/

-

«



«- . VR
¢, From Connectieut Cable Clipe, Vol.
CABLELIBRARIES ™7
. october, 1974  rcd-s;
- Ridgefield, CT ]

P

,ﬁ?

/ /

- 5 o

‘Bv KAREN WILLETT
Statf Repdner

N BLOOMFIELD -~ Imagine

. turning on your television set
one evening and being able to
watch the Bloomfield Town
Council debate publi¢ transpor-.
tation. Ot swilch to another
channel and see the Bloomfield

Senior Citizens Musjc Makers

! swing into .their rendition of
. “Ain’t She Sweet.”

Later in the evening a comi-
plete community calendar of up-
coming evefits in town would be
presented so you coud plan to
- attend some of the civic and

- I next few days.
If you have never attended a

may be possible for you to
walchi one in operation on your
own TV set.

Or if youvor your neighbor

let gther citizens in town know
about or a club to promote ar a
cause to celebrate, you can

your views.

- These are just a few of the
f- possibilities for Bloomfield and

. its citizens pow that cable
television is on its way into the
lacal®
ticut.
Edwin Gittleman, one of

Bloomfield's’ three tepresen--

tatives on the Cable TV (CATV)

| social events-scheduled for the -

Bloomfield political caucus it

, have a burning issue you want to.

app&r on television and state

munities in Connec- _

)
T

Advisory Council, oxplained
some” of the, possmlhues for

Bloomfield once CATV is es-
tablished here.

. The Federal Communicatfonswggﬁm'
Quello, is considering a survey( of ‘public, governmental and educational

. .7 ~access channels to determine how much they are being used.
o : chairs the Federal-state/lLocal Advisory cOmmxtcee as well as the cable
technical aavisory gommittee, feels that presgnt access teguxrements on
cable systems in the top 100 markets may be unwarranted if there ig ¢
Y little demand for access. The Cable Bureau, accordxng to Que1;91 needs

-hard data to demonsr.xate that access channels are bemg /put Lo good
use.

4

1, No. 12 (Nov. 2, 1978), p. 2.
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STIONS EXTENT OF ACCESS CHANNEL'USE

ccording to Commissioner James

Quel io, who

.%Q

o

.
-

* . ) . ' ?
THE HARTFORD TIMES, Thursday, November 14,1974

She cited the adult education -

program at the high school as
another program tmt Id be
televised to reach mor&people.

Bloomfield is in a CATV Televised public health

region with five other towns
including Hartford, West Hart-
ford, East Hartford, Windsor
and Simsbury. .
The cable television operation

" itself is being developed by a -

private company through

franchises throughout-the state. - for education, another for town;

It is possible cable television’
"will be available sometime next
year, Gittleman said. *

Cable television will’ provide

[

progrims is another idéa being
explored in some areas of the
country, she added. + °

Of the 35 channels, available
on’ cable television, three of
them must be set aiide for free
use by the public. One station is

government and the third for
public access. ™

The only expense to the
organization, group or town

‘35 channels to residents Who pay  would be thé cost of the produc-

for hook-up (roughly $15)"and a
monthly fee (roughly $7). The

tion of the programs such as
came?a equipment,

set-up and payment is similar "X m.crophones and-possibly a

the way people currently pay for

tl}#r telephone. .
levision receptiof vwill
come thrbugh underground

cdbles rather than over, air
waves.

“What people don’t realize is
cable TVis not just a better pic-
ture but # community service,"’
said b((:f rol Carlisle, another -
membet of the CATV Advisory
Council. Ms. Carlisle is also the

media specialist for the Bloom- °

field schools.

“It would possible for you
-to cal ¢ library for a
blbllography on a particular
book and within five minutes
have it come up on your TV
screen,'' Ms. Carlisle gave as
another example of what is

™ possihle with cable television.

e

studio and video tape
equipment.

The school system already
owns five video tipe cameras
and recorders and several video

tape decks<§ut Ms. Carlisle
said the resources could be
broadened since many
businesses and industries have
-equipriient they might make
available fo the public.

Cable televisioh also will
make it possible to tune in
stations in New York and other

" states as cable television grows

throughout the eountry.

9

.21

As a public service Gittleman
said he thinks it “would unify
the town. It would.enable people
Ao discuss things impoftant to
the town. It would force tbwn of-
ficials to open meetings to the
scrutiny of the public,”

Gittleman ‘said “immediacy”

_is the key to what cable televi-

sion will do for the community.
"It would be right there in the

homes live, so people can im- ~
mediate1y see what is
happening,” Gittleman said.

The advisory committee that -
Gittleman, Ms: Carlisle and Lee

Kelmer represent the town on L

was set up by the Public '/
Utilities Commission as an ad-/'
visory and regulatory body.

This committee will be involv- .
ed in monitoring and gdvising
the private csble television
franchise abod programming ;
and reporting nnnually to the
PUC.

Gittleman. said -the advlsory
committee" is interested in

,getting suggestions from

citizens about what they would /'
like to °see -broadcast on the .
cable television and what needs /
the local channels could {ill.

.

Cable TV Public Serwce Roles
Outlmed by Proponents

-

e

-

8
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'CONNECTICIIT CABKE CLlPS —SPECIAL"SUPPLEMENT
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February 19, 19?/
Vol. 2, No. s

.
[

" in Connecticut. -

. opportunity’to the children- of Coq,nect:.cut.

. ! :
~cation‘uses in Education sbch as:

"STATEMENT FROM COMMISSIONER SHEDD, 1/31/75

2 ¥
The State Board of Education st‘.rongly
supports the exploration by the‘(q:omm?.ssion ‘on -
the Educational and Informational Uses of
Cable Telecommunications as. to the feasibil-

ity of using‘cable "tegecommhnlcatlons as a_.- *g‘//{;‘

means *of equalizing e cat:.onal oppor turni ,
) e
. o A

The “Board has- long been interested and in-
Svolved in the use of educat:.onal t;.ele,_v:.s‘mn
ags a means of bringing ;.ncreased educatmonal

It, m conjunction with its special Tele-
vision Council, is intimately concerned wi ©
a number’ of areas inyolved with. Telecommur}j v
’ Suggestin
objectives, subject areas, and content for

school and adult educational broadcasts over,
broadcast and cable:television; program pro-

duction &nd evadwation; information transfer

and computer access interconnections; and. .
research in and the improvement of the qual-
ity of education by meansg of instruttional

telecommunicatjons whether cable, open cir-

'cuit, closed circuit,. 2500 megahértz fixed

service, or other techpological devices.

* The $tate Board of Education therefore .-
earnestly recommehds that _there be an im-
mediate and coﬁcerted effort on the part of

he Commigsion on Educatlonak and Information-
al .Uses of Cable Telecompurmications in full
coopdratidn with state and other educational
agencies to‘:ztermine the ways” in which this

7

' new service cAn be best utilized to equalize .

educational pportuni»tzy in Connecticut,’

. On Education; Major Ruling

Connecticut's system of Thus, ‘he concladed,
providing financial aid to e
aublic schools is uriconstitu,

onal. That was the ruling
last week of Superior Court
Juﬁﬁte}ht{e . Rubinow.

opinion was an-

nounced, Gov.-elect Ella T. -
Grasso said she would ap-
peal the decision to the
state’s Supreme Court

o

state constitution re-
uires. \ R

As Atty. Gen. Robert K
Killidn later- commented,:
‘‘This is a landmark caset]

. think we will have to get a

present.
ppﬁ mostly by IocaL ‘new plan for school financing

property taxes: amounts of . and did not-ask for one. But
money spent fpr education he retained jurisdiction in
depend largely upori whether . the case uhtil the state or the
towns and cities are rich or . Supreme Court moves it a
poor. p step farther, ”

Q

In Jyd e Rubinow’s deci- * from the highest au-
sion, he at under the ,tho‘::{y ‘
3““"8 methiod, Judge Rubinow gave no

N

I

Mrmqumg: fmhu-yd,-lsn,

.

By mvm mnmu&

A spwtal state commis-

“ssion will recommend a new

$113-million program of

state aid to local public edu-
cation that would com
sate three-fourths of on-
necticut's towns for their re-
latively low amounts of tax-
able property. A

The proposal, approved
Thursday by, the Commis-
sion on School Finance and’
ual Educational * é’éf
fté will be submi ftt to,
: enéra;f” Asseryb d
'!’he recom datmn fol- *
lows last day's Saperio
Court de€ision’ that the
state's system of fina 0I;(cmg
local educalipn is unconsti-
tutional. °

Under the current system,
- most of the cost o

local
schools is paid by \]o
property taxes. The stat

. addition, pays ezch tow

E HARTFORD TIMES, Wednbedey. Jaruary 25 1975

Vo-Ed
Courses
Slashed

By DAVID DRIVER" °
Staff: Reporter

Budget tutbacks have forced
the state's 16 regional /
vocational-technical schools t
elminate their supplementdl
adult evening courses, invglying
some 7,500.students andzmore
than 400 part-time teact) rs
licials said today.

The programs, whjc¢h will end
Feb, 3, affect only those aduit

-

evening coursey’ which have
been offered to/the public ag ho
cost, said A gelo Tedescd, a
corfspltant o the vocational
division alfhe state Department
of Edue

+ three-four,

WILL CONNECTICUT USE .CABLE .T0 HELP EQUALIZE EDUCATIONLL&})PPQ;RTUNITW

Plan To ‘Equa)lze
'Education: Offe

$250 a year foa each of its '

stadents;

The commission's propos
al, which would be phased
in over a. period of years,.
would guarautee the state's

125 poorest towns the same
school t' an€ing base that
the 1

begpaid the difference
,bzt"w{eﬂ whats each mill of
“tax levy would produce in

the #44th richest town
what each mill produces in -

their towns. e

The 44 riche§t towns
uld receive no property
aid. but all of the state's
169 towns would continue to
receive the $250-per pupil
grants each year.

Towns recewing the new
aid could’ use it in ‘one of
three ways: they could use
all of it to increase educa-
tional expenditures, ‘they:
could apply it all toward‘
lowering their tax rates or
they could use papigto in-
crease school- expgpndituresy s
and part to lower tixes.

In addition to the roperw
tax reimbursement, the new.:

rogram would include the

IIowmg elerments:

—The statggwould assume
of the cost of
special #ducation, rather
than tife. two-thirds it now
pays/.The commission said.
thig’would be the first move.
ard total state assump-
-Aion of special education ex-
penses;

—The present $7. milllon
state appropriation for aid
to. ‘disadvantaged pupils
would be doubled;

~The state woull subsi-
dize Connecticut's seven-
largest cities for the special
expenses their governments
have because fhey are
densely populated. ‘The ci-
ties receiving this form of
aid would be Hartford,
Bridgeport, . New Haver, -
Stamiord, Waterbury New,

Brit,aln aid Norwalk

L4

,/i

E

rest town 44th
) has.”
l poorest, towns -

[
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- SchoolTran:
_ Costs To Rise

sit Report Outlines 'Ne;'ed“ g
For Bilingual Teachers,

4 PR o
w , ° - 2| Only 42 per cent of the es- _ The largest group of non- *
= Costs of school transportation are expected to increase ©  «J| timated 25,000 nov-English- English-speaking residents
21 by as much as’15 per cent this year, state education of- speaking students in Con- are Hispanic, bureau figures
o3| ficials say, but the extra burden — inorethan $4 million — g . pecticut who need bilingual ‘for the 1974-75 school year
>| may have to be borne entirely ty muﬁli_ci@l‘propertytaxes. =1 mﬁg are receiving it, lhoﬂ.‘l The. report said 1
S} Rep. Howard M. Kiebanbif, “Grasso's stated determination jearned MB""‘;" Education seboals in s;‘mﬁ%'_'m“c“t
5| D-Hartford, concedes this 4o resist expansion of: state According to 197874 fig- * ti anish-speaking
g} D-Hartlor cesn't |spending wherever posdible to - tions of 20 or more.
w | year's political climate doesn't |3pending ures from the state ‘ the report added, 111
+ | Tend itself to much expansiomof 'avou tax Bt | ment of Education’s Bureau of these 157 schools bave
. ©1 the state’s role in paying.for ; The school transportation of El A ] ¢ no
j 2 hool busi . .'“problem’ stems primarily ementary and Second- bilingual classes for the His-
.o Sl S eoine to'try ar fi sateaid formulaatleast .z | Ary Education, an estimated panic students.
= I'm going.to'try and work to . from a state aid formu 2,900 bilngual teachers  The bur Itant who
- | improve the whole system of 10 years old, It provides for 50 o ould be A ! eau consu w
o , R | state financing, except. _§&{ -Would be needed to provide presented the report, Dr.
- @ state funding for transpor- Ppercen ng, 21 an adequate education to stu- th Leste i
%] ltation.” said Klebanoff, co- + that no fown can recelve more * | "dents who dou't. sbeak enneth Lester, said the fig-
=l chairman of the General’' than $20-per-pupil uniess it's ‘lish 0 don’t speak Eng- ures are for bilingual pro-
ol Assembly’s Education Com- . part of a regional school dis- (1 grams only and not for so-
| mittee.*But my political trict. * N M/Tbe state now has only 300 called English as a second
2] prediction would have fobethay  AD added wrinkle in the issue lingual teachers. language or tutoring pro-
| e won't be able to accdtnplishi, — and one expected to be hotly Despite the need docu- Brams thit teact Hispanic
< much.” L ~ debated this legisiative session mer by the bureau and stadents for only one or two
T Klebanoff is one of the /~is the law passed last year ex- Pesenatives of two bilin- Class periods a day.
w]  legislature's strongest-advocate’ panding municipal responsibili- gual zl;oups the board ref-  Populations in two of the
El  of massive changesin education ty for busing nonpublic used to support the idea of 16 towns, Hartford and
' financing to shift the dominant School children by 197576 at the mangdatory bilingual educa- Bridgeport, account for
role from local property taxes iatest. L ‘\dion in Connecticut schools, more than half of all Hispan-
to the state tax system, Whereas town ‘responsibility t felt there was nomoney to ic children-in the state, the
The state's present share of - used to be confined to serving rt it. bureau report said. They
transportation expensesis about Schools getting most of their ' board tabled discus- ' also account for half the,
. 32 per cent of a total tatewide Students from that town, . sion of proposedtegisiation 3chools that do not offer x
cost estimated at well over §30 new law mandates public busing forcing schools to start bilin-  bilingual P;:gf&m to Chﬂ‘
— mlllio}y;é, if ? SchOOI has an enroﬂment gu'l 'programs after i‘\ was d]‘en who n one, "y
<. . Kiebanolf's "politicai predic- majority from the state-as & apﬁarent the proposal would .
* tion" is.based on Gbv. Ella T, whole. . e fall, |
/ A ’ . . .. " . . 4 .4y, w
. ’) » ? , . v » - ’ ¢ - '
P C v : - ‘e . 1 - . ‘ L .
/ THE HARTFORD COURANT! NO Rellef from SChOOl COStS Febuary 1, 1975-
/ L Bmm%mmmMMwMWWMMamﬂmmw%wJMﬁmmu

... Even with declining enroliments, Connecti- flation. The costs of running schools- are soar- the vast differences in the dMmounts various
¢t schools face the serious problem of costs ing. and Commissioner Shedd predicts the towns can spend on each student, ranging from
that continue to grow. Education Commissioner’ state’s total bill will soon top $1 billion a year. $1,656 in affluent Darden to $731 jn rural Gris-
~ Mark Shedd and the Connecticut Public Ex- _ wold. Yet the plan just offered tolcorrect these.
penditure Council are in. general agreement on The CPEC statistics, show total cogts of differences woiild cost an extra ${46 million per
that point. about $916 million in 1973°74, up more than $44 year. That’s money the state simply does not
In s -annual rt blic school fi million from the previous year, That is more have. v ,
n |ts "annual- report on public school fi- than three times the amount we might save - ‘We might achieve some limited’
nances, the CPEC says 1973-74 enrollment was from decreased enrollments, | expensive, 5Eiegree of equalizaitior:eg)} ‘:;:iel!f:z

655962, down 1.1 per cent from the.previous T _ the flat per- ' ‘
year. That is the |argest decline since 194445, Meanwhile, the Connecticut Conference Of.u-) tax.pog)errcs::]dr:?l;lgt:::las:tl:;]%l;ee rsne%nnelg I%:)ﬁ:

1 The CPEC predicts the downward trend will Mayors and Municipalities raises another prob- chance of i
continue at least until 1960. ’ ‘lent: Basic state school aid is paid at a fla} ‘220 level of statr:;:ilifit“:::l};clilnrcu;ia?:)%s ?niyogleg:

. per sthdent. Under that formula, as enrollment ati
Commissioner Shedd goes further, predict- goes down so will the total amount of aid cemt of local education costs.

Ing an.m5ollmen; -drop of nearly 25 per cent be- he hard fact remains that these costs will
Tore 19907 A3 a result, tie says, our “schools _grow—and somehow or other we

None of this accounts for the cost of school conti

‘ might be able Tesd¥e about $14 n]i!llon a year. aid equalization, which is becoming a moral. if must fin(‘if‘a them. /
' Neweﬁl‘ipe .of significance for the develapment of oablé Sormni | - /
e -oatione in Connecticut soldicited. .Send Att: Margaret-Cleland/ .

Cable Information/CT State Libfary/231 Capitol Ave./Hfd, 06115. .
- C ' ) * L. * o h B
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HARTFORD TIIIES

Edltorlal

To make fhe most-of cable felewsmn

General Assembly leaders seem
receptive to a proposal before the
-current session to establish a year-

long study of public and educational
uses of cable television.

It is a timely moment to set about
establishing long-tm policy for the
“wired society.”

able (or other simllar technolo-

o

gies whose,end ‘product is the same) -

has a]rcady grown lo serve 8 million
Americans, including subscribersin
parts of Connectitut, Cable is grow-
ing at a'rate of more than 10 per eent
a year; within five to ten years, more

than half the nation's homes will be

hooked up to clear reception of 20 or
more channels. :

AT THE NATIONAL leve], review
is just beginning of a White House
study that proposes sweeping changes
in tye laws that govern televisiom

when it Ls brought td a home by cable,

The mlost dramatic of those
changes would abolish the restraints

roadcasters.

\%ubjechve journalism now placed
i" g‘o :

Under the “fairness doc me ”
broadczsters must offer eq
for responSe by politic
and others whose.viewpoifit has been
challenged or ignorec in an earler
broadcast. It ‘was und4r this doctrine,
for instance, that Democrats were
given air time for Senate Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield to answer

President Nixon’s “State of the, .

Union” message. .

THE FAIRNESS doctrine and other
-restraints have been Held necessary
iecause the number of broadcasti
channels in any community is limited.
But with cable television, the/nﬁ er

of channéls is, practically speaking,

unlimited: Most systemy. will have

a4
s

“more circuits aVaﬂable than can be

filled. o

- abandon.. the idei*of se

. . .
4 o -
2

With the monopoly characteristic
of program originators’ ended, tele-
vision can be afforded the same {full
freedom of the press that the print
media have historically enjoyed—a

welcome evolution, -

The White House report released
at the end of 1973 also envisions
handling cable television as a *‘com.
mon carrier,” available to anyone

who wants to lease time (in much the -

way that a common-carriér trucking

company must, for a uniform rate, .

deliver within its area any item that
anvone is willing to pay to have de.
hvered)

Both -those basic approaches .are
sound, although thejr. rarmiications
deserve eful planning

“Other elgments in the White

Housa study will be more contro-

versial: *A proposal for municipal

, frapchising of cable systems, rather  °
~ thah the regional franchises that Con-

necticut has pioneered; a p[oposal tor

tling aside
‘channels for public access; a proposal
to abandon publi¢ utility rate- setting,

- despite the acknbwledged monopoly

each franchise w ould have }n its. area,

EVEN WERE these changes not
looming on the national horizon, it
‘would be’'none too soon for the publie
interest in cable television to be given
careful examination at the state level,

'I'he potential for educational and.

instructional use.of cable television
s enormous—and, largely unexplored.
It is appropriate that the Connecticut
~Stale Library is among those urging
study of the medium’s potential; I
brary’ services are among those_one
would logically think of as being im-
proved by easy access to video chsplay
in homes. .

But that may be only the begin.

f ning of the. cable revolution. Connec-

tieut has 3 head start in planning the
mechanics and the technical-rules for
cable and 1n allocating franchises for

Hﬁograpmc and cultural regiens. The
xt step is to deal with the substance -

of how cable will be used.
90 . o
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T HIGHWAYS FOR-THE NIND

o ‘ - The develoPnent of highways
. o o . - for the mind, for the transmission:
SN ' " ' and exchange of information, g
‘ ' .- knowledge and recreative ewperience
" . through the ereative communication arte
-in the latter quartér Of the 20th Century
s viewed as essential and fundamental
as‘was the provieion of roads for the
tranapoﬁtation-of goods, services and
people in our country's past, As we - .
, approach the maximum devélopment of ’
ey our land respurces and their physical
: Do interconnection, the modern state - .
(o e ' - YLy needs to turn to the maximum deveg?gnent
L, ’ . of its human resources, the minds ¥ -
vt . . 4 and talents of its people, S
) . T ‘by developing an information and idea
. » : " communication system on a scope and -
v ’ scale to mateh ito highway syetem.

. .. It,ies contended that an investment in a v

. : : o statesw telecommunications system ///// -
L . for the“traneport of ideas and s o

- : , information equivalent to that inz;gted/

in our highway system could be.findnced

. * for the;long haul’ by the increased

- productivity of the state's population and
the reduction of deonomic waste and

. losges. Some eatimates of the reducible

‘ coste in the vay we presently provide

e S and deliver educational and informational

. .services cxceed fifty per cent of total

’ expendituree.

. ¢ o ' We have the/meane and the resources
3 at hand .if /wé can gengrate the deoire and
the will Yo achieve what all of us
"generally’ agpire for dndividually, but
which n¢%c‘bf ug can r¥alize witheut
state= Sve offort.

upported coopet

. ¢ ’

. N ‘Excerqtéd;fromfhn article by LT
- Lo \Herbert*Jensen,aGreenwich,.Conggcticut, .

: %" 4n CONNECTICUT AUDIOVISUAL EBUCATION ASSOCIATION, -
c g v = c7A . ° BULLETIN NO. 27 A S b

'. 2>t . A
% ! y . ' . . .
M 1974 R v

*
. ., - « o c -
: RS 7 S
e . ! .
o A N r




’

- . ’1
T / - State of Connerticut S .
AN " GENERAL ASSEMBLY - v
o / L ' sTaTE CAmiTOL -
’ HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06113 -
y | /,.

Gfﬁ;liiiis

-

ion on- .tho" Educatioqii and lniormational |
Uses of Cablo Telecommunications

-

y /




