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- ABSTRACT
I Ll K "

There were 2,012,000 households in ‘1971 that contained at least one
pjrson who performed. farm wagework during'the year. 1In terms of type ofa farm
wagework, 81 percent of .the households were seasonal farm wageworker house-
holds, 10 percent were regular, and 13 percent were year-round. Also 7
percent of all farm wageworker households had at least one member who performed
migratory farm wagework. (Because some households hadimore than one type bf
farm wageworket, these percentages total to more than 100.)

* Farm wageworker houseﬁolds contained 9,108,000 persons and avéraged'A,S
members per household. Of these totafvmgmbers, 2,550,0%9 €28 percent) )
performed farm wagework. T

k4

-

«

Median family income for all farm wageworker households in 1971 was
$5,712, slightly more than half ‘that for all households in the Nation. ,
ApproximAtely 37 percent of the households had family incomes of $7,500 or
more. About 29 porcent of them containeq six or more members.

- t

Keywords: farm wageworker household, year-round farm wag@worker house-
hold, seasonal farm wageworker household, regular farm wageworker household,
mlgratofy farm wageworker household, family income, eagmings,“farm wagework.
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. PREFACE ‘. _ , -~

This report was prepared at® the request of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture's Food and Nutritjon Ser¥ice (FNS). FNS has the primary responsibility
for administering progtams of " food stamps and food diptribution for needy-
familties, which, of course, include farmworker households as well as gther
types of occdpationai households. . - 7

-

FNS's concern leading to the request was the lack of information on family
income of farm wageworker households. ' Since family 1ncqhe and size of famlly
~are twd basic criteria for certification‘of family eligibility for food stamps

or fodd distribution services, FNS has need of relevant data o® this occupa-
tional group for decisipnmaking and program[operation.

-

Although the Census Bureau has comdyfted for the Department's Economic
Research Service (ERS) an annual sample gurvey from which ERS publishes
information. on the number, compos1tion, demographic characteristi®s, duratiom
of emplbymentf/and eardings of ind1v1dual farm waggworkers, no national census
of farmworker households exists and none is attempted herein. .Instead, the
1971 ERS.sample survey was utilized to collect and compile family income on
the various types of farm wageworker households by size of household. The
data have been. presented in the form requested by FNS.

>
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relative, to farm wageworker items and the statistical reliahility Of these
.data are essentially consistent with those published in the Hired Farm Working
JForce series with the exception of those terms stated specifically in this
report. ‘ .
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HIGHLIGHTS y :

- In-197l, 2,012,000 households in the United States had at least one-member

who was part of the farm wagework force “of that year--about 1 out Qf every *

33 households in the Nation. -

-- These households contained a tot of 9,108,000 persons, with 2,550, 000 of

. these performing farm wagework. e rate of farm work“force participation

.among all the househoid members was 28 percent.

- Individual farm wageworkers earned an average of $882 from farmwork and -
$698 from nonfarm work, for an annual total of $1,580.

.
* 78 .

—- Mediap. annual family income for all farm wageworker households was $5,712.

’ - v . N ¢ »
—= Arinual earnin of individual farm wageworkers therefore equaled 28 percent
of. the median fdmily income'of all farm wageworker”households. ) .

A * . ¢
N —{'Indiv1dual earnihgs as a proportion of median family income varied signifi-- «
) cantly by type of farm wageworker. .
ot . . .
o Seaso::}/farm wagewo&kers—-those working less than 150. .days
‘in farm/wa ewofk—-earned an average of $1,122, or 19 percent
G et of the medaan family income of their households. -

g Regulér workers—-those working 150 to 249 days at farm wage-
work—~earned $2, 579, or 70 percent of their households' .
median family income. . .

-

Year*round farmworkers——those working 250 or more days at
. farm wagework——earned $3,903, or 76 percent of their house—
: ‘holds' median family income.

» .
rﬂigratory farmworkerslfthose who traveled across county'
lines and stayed away from home at least overnight to
perform farmwork for cash wages—-earned $1,630, or 27
percent of the median family income of thejr housejolds.

—— 37 percent of all farm wageworker households had family.inéome of $7,500
or more, but the percentages varied by type of.hou?ehold: f
\ 40 percent of seasonal farm wageworker households, 19 | .
percent of regular farmworker households, 26 percent of
year-round farmyorker households, and 45 percent of ‘
migratory fagm wageworker households received a family ° . '
income of $7,560 or more. :

s

— 29 percent of all farm wageworﬁer households contained six or more members.
hY

- 31 petcent of seasondl farmworker households, 23 ercenQ/Bf regular farm-
worker households, 26 percent of year—roudﬂ households, and 38 percent of
migratory farmworker households had six or more members.

-

*
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-= Slze of family,and rates

-
. { s ¢ :

types of farm wagewotkef households were as follows:
c R ‘ N : B ; )
ﬁ{\ All farm wageworker householde averaged 4.5 members per - :
i household and 1.3 of them did some farm wa ework for a farm .
wagework ‘participgtion rate of 28 ercent,

LY .
FRERN :

Seasonal farm wageworker households averaged 4.6 members and
2,3 farm wageworkers,n for}. part;ic%pation rateg&{ ZB;percent.

‘ﬁegular farmworKew households averaged 4.2

embers per house-
old %nd 1.5 far& wagewdrkers; for a farm wagework partici-
\\pathon rate o

z? percent. s o
Year—rpund farmworker houséholds averaged ARA memBer and'1,3

. \ .

farm wageworkers, for-a part1cipation rate of 27 percent.* -0
N ., Households with mem\ rs. performing migratory farm- g?gewqu

averaged 4.8 members'.and 1.4 farm wageworkers, for a farm
Y 'wagewojk participation rate of 29 percent. ,'. —

-- .87 percent of the m1gratory Yarm wageWorkers\re51ded in households with

seasonal farm wageworkersr
\ f

-~ 38 percent, or 958,000, of all persons in the hired farm work forece were
heads of a household ‘

- -

- - ”»
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INTRODUCTION PR

Ta . S i - 1 N hd .t ! i . »

This report presents information on the size, coﬁp051tioa, and family.,
income of 1971's farm wageworker households by type‘of workers. Any household
that contained at least one person 14 years of age or over who performed farm
wagework at any time during the year, even if for only 1 day, is included in

the study. s’ ) N

-
.

The data were obtained'through the, afnual survey ¢odducted for the
Economic Research Serv1ce by the Bureau of the Census as a supplementary part -
of the regular Cﬁ}rent ‘Population. Survey (CPS) made in December 1971. The -CPS

“is a sample‘survey, ‘thus; the estimates in this report ‘are based qrr sample
data and therefore are* subject to sampling variability. They may differ

- somewhat from' the results that would havé- been obtained from anot&ér sample,
orrfrom a complete census ‘using the same schedules, .instructions, and inter-,
viewers (1). 1/ The suery coverage and the rellablllty of the eseimates are
discusged in appendlx A 4Definitions or expLAnatlons of terms used in this

report are given in appendix B. .
.9

4

During 1971, 2,012 OQO households in the Nation, ;ith a' total of
9,108,900 members, had 2 $50 000 members who were classified as farm wage-—'
workers. The annual media family income of these households was $5,712--56
percent of thg national med¥dn family® income of $10, 785. Average armnual .
earnings,of individuals in these households engaged ? farm wagéwork was
$1,580, nearly 30 percent of ‘the annual median income of these farm wageworker
famllies. This $1,580 was $54019, or’ 75 percent, less than the national‘,
average earnings of nonsuperv sory nonagrlcultural workers in 1971 (5)

- s

& For purposes "of this study, most of the analysis of farm wageworker
households was done under three major classifications: (1) regular farm o
wageworker households--households with 4f' least one member who performed 150
days or more of farm wagework during the year 2/; (2) seasonal farm wageworker
houseHblds——hcuseholds with at least one member who performed less than 150

' days of farm wagework during the year; and (3) migratory farm wageworker )
households--households with at least one member who traveled across county
lines and stayed away from home at least overnight to.perform farmwork for

" cash wages.

[

. 1/ Undesscored numbers in parentheses refer to 1tems in therature Cited,
P- “50. .

.2/ This includes households with workers who performed 250 or more days of

“farm wagework and who usually are referred to in other reports, and in some

1nstances hereir, ag,year -round workers. .

-
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It is important to note that an aggregation of these classifications of
farm wagewdrker households can result in a significant amount of duplication.
This is because a household may contain more than one type of worker. For
example, a household may contain both a seasonal and a migratory farm wage-
wqorker. Since a seasonal farm wageworker household is defined as one having
at least one member who performed seasonal farmwork during the year, and a
migratory farm wageworker household is défined as one with at least one member
performing farmwork during the year, duplidatfon o¢curs when the same house-
hold contains at least one of each of these t{pes of workers. A sumilar type
of duplication could occur whenever there jisfany other combinatio: of seasonal,
regular, or migratory farm wageworkers in one household. However. there is no
duplication (1) in the total number of farmworker households, or ‘2) within the.
individual types of farm wageworker households--seasonal, regular, and
migratory.

“

The basic objective of this report is to indicate the relative well~being
among the three classes of farm waoeworker households, based on a comparison
of family income and number of household members. lhls evaluation considers
family income, the proportlon of households with dependent children, and the
number of members in the households? In addition, the report evaluates the

 household's relative dependence on agriculture for members' employment and

income. This dependence is shown by indicating the household relationship of
the person (head, wife, dependent, or other person over 18) employed in
farmwork and the duration of his or her employmént at farmwork and the income
earned from it. . T

DISTRIBUTION AND TRENDS IN THE NUMBER OF FARM
WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS AND THEIR COMPOSITION

In 1971, 2,012,000 households in.tﬁé United States were classified as
farm wageworker households--households with at least 1 member performing farm
wagework during the year. These households made up approximately 3 percent of
all households, farm and nonfarm, in the United States.

Approximately 1,639,000, or 81 percent, of the.farm wageworker househalds
contain members who performed farm wagework for leds than 150 days during the
year (seasonal workers). About 202,000, or 10 percént, of the households
contained members who performed 150 to 249 days of farm wagework during the
year. And 259,000, or 13 percent, contained members who performed farm wage-
work for 250 or more days. 1In 1,871,000 households (93 percent of the total),
all farmworker members engaged only in nonmigratory farm wagework. The
remaining 141,000 householdsg-~7 percent of all farm wageworker households—-
contained members who engaged in some migratory farm wagework. 3/

Of the total 2,012,000 farm wageworker households, 958,000, or 48 percent,
were headed by a farm wageworker, while the remaining 1,054,000, or 52 percent,
were headed by a nonfarm wageworkey. The 48 percent represents a decline of 16
percent from 1965, when comparable data were obtained, in the number of
households with a hired farmwo&ker that have a farm wageworker as the head.

3/+1971 marked the alltime low in the humber of migrant workers since the
beginning of the surveys of this group in 1949,

()
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Among migratory farm wageworkers tiere was a 67 peroent decline from 1965
¥n the number of households headed by a migratory farm wageworker. -Table 1
shows other thanges that occurred during the 6-year period, 1nclud1ng a
proportional decline in the number of wives of the héeads of migrant. households
doing farm wagework and an increase in the proportion of other members of
migrant families doing such work, ai;ggll as indications of+<changes in‘the
work status of nommigratory farm wagewcrkers by househgld.relationship.

. . P
-

Table 1--Number and distribution of*migratory and nonﬁigratory farm wage-

workers, by household relgtionship, 1965 .and 1971 e
- ‘Ji. Y -

I . P

Migratory T __Nvamigratory

S . . .
Household Number  ° Percehtage .  Number . Percentage -

relationship - ur— - - -
1965 1971 i 1965 1971 v 1965 0 1971 1§6§ o 1971 -

. . .

~-=z-Thou.-- - ----Thoy ,-=~~ =-—--Pct.---
— . ) v
Total farm wage- : - 1
workers..........: 466 2,662 2,378 _ 100 -
" Head of house- : ) o .
hold....ccuvu..: 180 59 - 967 899 36
Wife of head....: 59 © . 356 219 - 14
Other member,
under 18.......:
Other\member, :
18 and over....:

112 47 . : - 803 791 30

114 57 . ;é 33 537 469 20"

*
-

Source: Special tabulations from the Hiftred"- Farm,work1ng Force Survey of
1965 and 1971. -

«

! )

< “
K

These changes occuﬁred while the numbers of migratory and nonm1grator)
farm wageworkers declined 63 percent and 1] percent, respectively. Howevet,
one,cannot assume that these decreases will continue. Between 1971 and 1472,
the number of working migrants increased by }2,000 to, 184,0007 while nonmi-
gratory farmworkers increased by about 250,000, for a combined increase of
approximately 260,000 in the hired farm working force during this period (9).

TRENDS IN THE PERSONAL AND ECONOMIC CHARA(,TE&ISTI(;‘
oF FARM’ WAGEWORKERS o~

0of the 2,550,000 farm wageworkers in 1971, 172,000, or 7 percent, were
migtatory farm wageworkers, and 2,378,000, or-93 percent, were nonmigratory tarm’
wageworkers (tatle 2). Approx1mate1y 64 percent of all migratory workers were
under 25 years of age, while 57 percent of the nonmigratory workers were'in
this age group. In addltion, 83 percent (142,000) of all migratory workers
were male, compared with 76 percent (1,802,000 males) for the nommigratory
segment Therefore, considerably more than half of all farw wageworkers in
1971 were under 25 yvears and approximately four-fifths were male. These
proportions, which differed slightly betwsden the migratory and nonmlgratorv
components of the 1971 hired farm worklng orce, are genepally consistent with

(112
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& the high proportion of younger workers and males in the hired farm working .
force in recent years.

—

The 1965 farm wage work force of 3.1 million was composed of 466,000
migratory farm,nageworkers (15 percent of the total) and 2,662,000, or 85
percent, nonmigratory farm wageworkers (3). Approximately 50 percemt of both
the migratory and’ nonmigratory farmworkers were under 25 in 1965, compared with
57 percent in 1971. Abo 334,000 (72.percent) of all migratory workers and
1,871,000 (70 percent) o?\a&l nommjgratory workers were male.

* -

These comparisons show thai the propofjons of the farm work force under
age 25 and male have increased significantly since 1965. These progportions do
not differ significantly between the migratory and nonmigtratory segments. .
However, the proportion which all migrants constitute of the total hlred farm
working force' declined by about half.

The 1971 farm wagework force was predominately white. Whites comprised
91 percent of all migratory &mrkers'and 78 percent of nonmigratory workers
(table 3). Although farm wageworkers in 1965 were also predominately white-—
78 percent and 69 percent, respectively, for the migratory and nonmigratory
segments-~-the change over the 6-year period indicates a tendency of "Negro and
other races" to move out of the farm labor force 4/. Table 3 indicates both

3/ Spanish-Americans, which{constiéﬁte about 32 percent of the total hired
farm working force, are classified as white. "Other races" include Indians,.
Japanese, Filipinos, and Chinese. v

Table 3--Number 0{ migratory and noamigratory farm wageworkers, by
race and region, 1965 and 1971

x

; \\j Migratory ™ Nonmigratory
Region and race ; Num?er iPercentf Num?er fPercent
1965 ° 1971 'change . 1965 | 1971 ,change
:-——~Thou.~-7~ ~~Pcg.— ————Thou.~_'-‘-—PCt.—-
U.S.: :
White..l.. .ot 363 157 =57 1,842 1,845 1/
Negre and other : - h
TACES.ceereunssssst 103 15 -85 820 533 - =35
South: b ,
White..........%..: 113 44 -61 ©682 559 -18
Negro and other : ' v
races.............: 75 1z ~84 739 476 -36
West: :
’ White.i..ovivinenoar 124 78" -37 491 457 -7
y Negro and other : ’
raceS......eeveeeet 20 4 -80 394 31 -21
. i/ Less than 0.5 percent. - . T

Source: (3), (8).
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numbers and proportions on tMese changes in racial composition,“Negro‘and
other races decreased 85 percent among migratory workers and 35 percent among

‘nonmigratory workers; white migratory farm wageworkers declined by 57 percent,
while white nonmigrants remained about- the same.

.
4

* In 1971, the largest propprtion—-47gpercent, or 1,191,000-~0f the total
2,550,000 hired farm working force performedjless than 25 days of farm wagework
(table 4). 1In this group were about 48 percefWt of the nonmigrants and 32
percent of the migrants. The remaining 52 percent of nonmigrants (1,243,000)
and 68 percent of migrants (117,000) were more fulLy committed to farm wagework,
all of them working from 25 days to year-round.

Regardless of the number of days employed in farm wagework, the number of,
farm wageworkers has been declining since 1965. As noted earl1er, however,
because of unuswal conditions, the 1972 hired farm working force showed an
increasé in both m1grant and nonmigrant workers. The,workers show1nb the
greatest proportionate decrease (74 percent?eover the 6&- ~-year period were N

"migrants working 150 days or more annually in farm wagework. However, the
workers showing the largest ‘numetrical decrease (126, 000) were nonmigrants
working in farm wagework 7 9 days annual£¥r

i 2\
“ " The majority of farm wageworkers gain mos% of their annual garnings from N
sources other than farm wagework (table 4). Among those workers who worked

less than 25 days at farm wagewsrk during the year, migrants earded only 9

percent of their annual earnings from farm wagework and nonmigrants earned only .
10 percent. However, this proportion of total annual earnings derived from
farm wagework increased uyntil migrants realized 97 percent of their annual
$2,647 earnings from farm wagework and nommigrants realized 94 percent of; -
their annual $3,445 earnings from farm wagewdrk when the workers were employed
in farm wagework at least 150 da%? in 1971.
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Table 4;—Numbér‘bf,migratbryaand nonmigratory farq'wagewofkers, by"
‘ dur?tion of farmwork and annua%bgarnings,‘1365‘Pnd 1971.
) . ~ .t .

Migratory

Duration and / ‘— laratory i Nomsiaratory . _
. ‘earnings - 1965 1971 TSFCONtT 965 1 oggyp PTErcen
> 1 H schange : : schange
Y S ieme— Thou,---- -- Pct.- ~Thou. --Pet .-
Work less than 25 ' -
dayS.eenenencencnansst ‘165 55 -67 1,098 1,136 +3“
. : ~--Dollar—--- “---Dollar----
Earnings: i : _
Farmwork......... . 95 104 49 62 88 +42
Noafarm work.......: 1,065 1,104 , +4 531} 827  +56
:;TL-Tbou.---- \ Thou. -
Work 25-74 days......: “11l4 57 =50 693 /591 -151
:—e-Dollar-—-- ---Dollar----
Earnings: : B
Farmwork........ \..: 324 577 +78 264 429 +62
{ Nonfarm work..... o 337 617 483 384 811  +111
> o iv ~
R fhoy.---~ . ----Thou.----
Work 75-149 days.....: 92 . 35 -62 386 ¢ 178  .-41
i——-Dollar---- -“-Dollar-«--/j“;‘ﬁ ’
Earnings: s ’
Farmwork...... eaeat Y o883 )RSV, 608 1,119  +84
Nonfarm work.......: 411 1/ 1/ 343 804  +134
R Thou,---= ----Thou.---="
Work 150 days or .
MOTE.vssonn. eeeaaed 94 26 =74 567 474 -16
- , :-=—-Dollar---- -~-Dollar-l--
Earnings: : ‘ n
Farle.eosensonan. oot 2,561 i/ 1/ 2,153 3,219 450
Nonfarm work.......: 86 1/ 1/ - 90 226 +151

1/ Averages not shown where base is

Source:

(3, @

less than 503000 persons.

Y
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MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME OF FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS AND
COMPARISONS WITH MEDIAN.FOR ALL HQUSEHOLDS, 1971

In.1971, the median family income of all farm wageworker households was
$5,712. The median family income for all households in the United States was
$10,285, or almost double (1.8 tiq%s).that of the farm wageworker household
(table 5) (2). The median family income means that approximately one-half of
all farm wageworker households had a family income below this amount, and
one—hadfghad a family income greater than this amount.

& t
Table 5--Median annual familf income of farm wageworker househelds and
all households, 1971 )

-

¥
.

"Kind of household : Perdentage

Median annuale

-

‘ . fa@&ly income ; ) 1/
N Dollars Percent
Al1 hoUSEHOLAS e e enennenmenensst 10, 285 100

s £ . ,

‘ -

Fagm wageworker households.....: - 5,712 56
Regular.eeeeseeoeennsaceennnss 4,136 40
EYear—round...................: ] 5,105 50

?
Seasonal.teeeeeeeecanancnnsecnt 6,050 59

C MIGratory..qecesccnncadanannt o 06,096 ; 59

1/ Farm wageworker household median family income, by kind, as a per-
cent of medi®n family income for all households.

Source: Special tabulations from the Hired Farm Working Force Survey
of 1971, (2).

Further .analysig indicates that median family income varies by type of
household. For example, the median family income of households containhing
members performing less than 150 days of farm wagework (sedsonal farmworkers)
was $6,050, or 59 percent of the Nation's median family income; househol}ds
containing members who performed 150 to 249 days of farm wagework (yegular
farmworkers) received a median family income of $4,136, or 40 percent of the
national amount; households gontaining members who performed§250 or more days
of farm wagework (year-round workers) earned a median family {income of $5;105,
or 50 percent of that of all households; and households containing a migratory
farm wageworker had a median family income of $6,096, or 59 percent of the
national amount.

On a numerical rather than a proportional basis, this means that
approximately 1,006,000 of the total 2,012,000 farm wageworker househclds in
the Nation had a family income less than $5,712, and the remaining half had
family incomes of that amount or more. About half, 819,500, of all seasonal
farmworker households- (those with members performing less than 150 days of

-
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farm wagework) had family incomes of less than $6,050, while incomes of the

remainder were at this level or exceeded it. There were 10L, 000 hotseholds

with members perf@rming 150 to 249 days of farm wagework with famlly incomes

of less than $4,136; 129,500 households containing members performing 250 or A
¢ more days of farm wagework that received a family income of less than $5,105;" -

and 70,500 households containing a migratory farm wageworker that earnedsa .

family income‘bf }ess than $6,096.

. ALL FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS N
AN
In 1971, the 2,012,000 farm wageworker households in the Nation contained
9 108,000 members, for.an average of 4.5 members per household {table 6). Of
these household members, 2,012,000 (22 percent) were household heads;
1,583,000 (17 percent) were wives} 4,311,000 (48 percent) were other members »
unj‘% 18; and 1,200,000 (13 percent) were other members 18 vears and over.
Hoflgehold heads accounted for the greatest number of farm wageworkers in the
‘farm wagework force--958,000 (37 percent)., The group undef 18 years was’
second to the household heads in membership in the farm wagework force,
«totalling 838,000 (33 percent of all-hired farmworkers). Household members 18
and over numbered 526,000 (21 percent). THe smallest’ group, and making up the
remainder, was the 228,000 wives (9, percent), This. fnformat1on, as well as
numbers of family groups engaging in‘ hired farmwork by type of worker 4dnd

family income, is shown in table 6. ]

. The distribution of farm wageworker households by fémiiy income (ﬁable 6)
shows not only the importance of farm employment to the household but a ‘the
relative well-being of the household. As the table shows, 740,000 hous ds,

or 37 pergent of all farm wageworker househclds, have family incomes of $7,500
and over. The"“remaining 63 percent of the households received less than
. $7,500; these households are approximately uniformly distributed among the
remaining seven selected income brackets ranging from under $1,000 up to )
$7,499. \ -
. A ]

The didkribution of family membets among family ?ncome intervals shows
that 3,689,000 (40 percent) were in households receiving $7,500 and over. The
remaining 5,419,000 family members (60 percent) were in households, receiving
less than $7,500,

The numbers of* farm wageworkers fdllow a distribution among the income
brackets that is almost identical té that of numbers of household members.
Households in the over $7,500 income level contained 890,000 farm wageworkers,
or 35 percent of the total, and the remaining 1,660,000, or A5 percent were
about evenly distributed at around 1G pércent in each of the lnuome intervals
below $7,500. The number of farmworkers averaged one to two per household tn
each of the income intervals. Households. in which the head was a farm wage-
worker were more likely to b8 among the lower income brackets than were
households headed by a nonfarm worker. This is clearly indicated in table 6
by the relation between number of househélds by income intervals and the number
or proportion of tnese households headed by a farm wageworker. For example, 76
percent of the households in the less than $1,000 interval were headed bv a
farm wageworker, whereas only 24 percent of the household heads in thL S7.500
and over interval were engaged in farm wagewotk.




Table 6-~Farm wageworker households in selected income groups:

Number of

10

1019

members and’workers by relationship to household head 1971
. St ”: : Relatlonship to household head ,
Family income : : : Qther
and ¢ Total : L : Under : 18 years
type of worker : 7 : Head ; Wife :. 18 and
. v N $ years @ over
) -, Thousands 1/

Al,l ‘ H ¢
HbouseholdS.eessss I AN 0) 4 ., .
Household members...secesescee.t 9,108 2,012 *,583 4,311 1,200
Farm wageworkers..... cssesssssst 2,550 - }?58 228 838 526

Duration of fiarm wagework: : ©
250’ days 0; MOTreE.eoes “e.eeet 285 208 9. 21 47
150 to 2497 dayS..cecesecons .3 21 158 6 11 37 .
Less than 150 days........ . 2,052 592 212 ‘805 442
Migratory...... sosseascasasset 172 59 9 47" 57
' Less than $1,000: :
Households....... “esscssesescnet 111 \ X :
Household members........ eeeeat 7 111 ‘46 139 51
JFarm WageworKersS..evdeeeioeoesoss 124 84 13 26 21
. Duration of farm wagework: e *
250 days Or mOTe....e.. seeet 2 2 - - - --
150 to 249 daySeeeeeeesesnset 10 10 - - ~
Less than 150 days.........: 132 722 713 26 21
« Migratory..... Weseveesssscnns : 9 3 - - 6
e . LY
$1,000-$1,999: : /
HouseholdS..soeeossansons eeseeal 189 |, ;
Household memﬁers ...... R R 693 189 102 301 101 |
Farm wageworkers....oeeeeseesss? 253 141 30 41 41
Duration of farm wagework : :
250 -days or more..... PO 2,20 17 1 —_—— 2
150 o 249 dayS.eeesseeessst | 25 21 T 4
Less.ghan 150 days.........:. 208 5 103 (28 41 36
Migratory..... eeseees eessenet 8 4 2 - 2
$2,000-52,999: :
HouseholdsS....Peevieerncenonaeat 172 *
Household members......... ek el 691 172 114 299 106
Farm wageworkers..s.cceeeeecsss ‘ 237 » 116 22 40 59
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days Or mOre€....... eees} 27 . 23¢9 1 -- 3
150 to 249 daySeeeeo.. ceeeel 40 24 - 4 12
Less than 150 days.........: 170 ° 69 21 . <36 bé
Migratory.eeeeceeeioeeceaeesnats 10 3 - 1 6
* LS - [ ]
1/ Number not shown where less than 500 ‘persons Continued

~
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7f’/”Tabler6—-Farm wageworker households in selected income groups: Numbef*of”i’fv/ﬂ

members and workers by relationship to household head, 1971 --Continued -
4

+:_Relatfionship to household head
: e Other

+

-

Family income

.+ .and ¢ Total ¢~ @ : Under : 18 years *
type of worker : : Head : wife : 18 : and
. < : e :_years :  over )
¢ La : s Thousands 1/ - §
$3,000-$3,999: - : )
Households.ee.vvennneinnnsnnaat 230 ‘ Loe A
Household members........ eseest 9719 - 225 164 .480 5102
" Farm wageworkersS...i.eeseseen.et 301 150 28 69 55
Duration of farm wagework:« o ‘
"250 days or wore...... eeeest, 51 Y45 1 27 -3
) . 150 to 249 days:..... veeeasds 33 29 . 1 - 3~
‘ “Less than 150 days..,....,.: 217 ¢4 76° 25 a 67 . 49 -
- Migratory.......‘f...........: 22 - 11 - i 9 ' 3
£ : - : -
$4%000~-54,999: : ) 5 S
useholds........... eeeeeeans ¢ 192 b L
Hdusehold members.....,..c.oc...t 893 192 166, 423 112~
Farm wageWorkers...... veseeanns & 249 117 25 59 48
Duration-of farm wagework: ) . . .
250 days Or MOT€weesssas.ont 42 32 1 ! 7
150 to 249 days...... eeeeest 22 20 1 - 1
Less than 150 days....c....: 183 65 22 58 .39
Migratory....oveveeennnnannaat %ﬁ" 10 -= 1, 4
* $5,000~$5,999: : -
Houséholds.......... teteseceans : l66 - . ]
"~ Hoggehold members.............. & 823 166 134 433 90
‘ Ffml wageworkers........... ceeet 220 84 30 64 42
Duration of farm wagework: : e . -
250 days or more.....euus.n : 23 20 - 1 1 N
150 to 249 days.veeeennn... : 23 ™\ 19 — 1 3
Less ttél1 150 days ®.......: 175 45 30 62 38
Migratory. e eeeeeeenenenennns : 19 ' 7 1 - 7 4
$6,000-$7,499: : L
HouseholdS.eeeeeevennannnn, eeeed 217
Household members...V..........: 1,001 217. 178 478 128
Farm wageworkers........ oedsenal 255 91 23" 95 47
Duration of farm wagework: N
250 days Or mOTe...........: 42 32 o 3 7
© 150 to 249 days..... e Y e 21 15 1 rl 3 .
Less than 150 days..eeevs..t 193 44 21 91 37
Migratory.ee.eeeeseeceeeeanans T e 12 6 3 1 : 2
. 1/ Number not shown where less than 500 persons. Continued )
™ ,
11
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Table 6--Farm wageworker households in selected income groups: Number of
members/an§ workers by relationship to household head, 1971 --Continued

: : Relationship to household head
s Family ingome : e H : Other
and ! ¢ Total N : Under : 18 years
type of wlrker . : o Head | wife ; 418 : and
L ) : : P : years : _ over
: Thousands
$7,500 and over: . Coe ) )
HOuSEhOldS.eeeevervnsennnnasent 740 A )
N Household members...cceeeeveest 3,689 740 679 1,759 510
" Farm.wageworkers..............: 890 176 58 443 213
_Duration of farm wagework: : ' 5
250 days Or MOre€...essessst 78 t37 4 13, 24
150 to 249 dayS...........: 40 21 2 5 12
LesS than 150 days........: 772 118 52 425 177«
Migratory.eeeesseonnceonnoset 76 16 3 - 28 29

Sourpet‘}SpeCial tabulations from the Hired Farm Working Force Survey - * '
of 1971. : : v :

. N

Not unlike the trend found for hbusehold heads, the” likelihood of wives
performing farm wagework alsv decreased as family intome increased; their #
participation rates shifted from 28 percent in the under $1,000 interval to
only 9 percent in-the $7,5060 and over bratket. Among memEers under 18 years
old, however, a reversal occurred in this trend. This group of family members,
while not varying as significantly as the-heads or wives did as' family income
changed, had an increasing likelihood of perforﬁing fard\ wagework a$ family
income rose. The increise was from 18 percent for houselolds in thé less than
$1,000 bracket to 25 percent for households in the $Z‘5p “and over famlly
income 8racket. -Participation rates for the remaining &r up of household
members (those members. who weré not EE? head jor wife bu& were 18 years "and
older) did not change significartly as family income oﬂwthe household *
increased. - ’ P

&7 . I
Yo b
- k

_Household size and amount qf”féﬁily income are two of the more important
criteria in determining a family's need for'aSsttanCEQ' To show this relation~
ship, family iftome and size of farm wageworker households are cross classified
in;tqble 7. Thiseclassificatidén shows that 29 percent (580,000) of the farm
wageworker households contained 6 or more members, and that 4,363,000 (48
percent) of all household members and 888,000 (35 percent) of all farm wage-
workers were in households with 6 or more members. Moreover, .these households
with six or more members have a greater propértion of the households with }
fhildren under 18 years old than any ofkfhe other size households. ‘

Among the 740,000 (37 percent) farm wageworker households with family
incomes of $7,500 or more-—the largest proportion of households in anv ot, the
family income brackets--269,000 (slightly over one-third) cortained 6 or more
members. This group of houstholds alse contained 1,916,000 (5; percent) of
the membership and 358,000 (&40 percent) af the farm wagewﬁrkerb in the $7,500
or greater family income bracket. ‘j ’

12 .
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Conversely, there is no clear pattern of change in family income with
change in family size in income brackets below $7,500. These lower income
households contain the majority of all farmworker households--1,272,000, or
about 63 percent of the total-—-and show considerable diversity among the
various income intervals and household sizes.

: Ei
. REGULAR FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS ¢

- Even though farm wage employment has been decreasing, there continues to
be a significant number of persons who work on farms for wages a major portion
of the year, 150 days or more. In 1971, there were about one-half million
(498,000) such persons. "~ Within this group, there was an even distribution
between the number of persons performing 150 to 249 days of farm wagework and

» the number of persons performing farm wagework for 250 days or more. To permit
examination of the households in which these workers reside, they were
separated into two different groups: (1) households with members performing
150 .to 249 days of farm wagework during the year and (2) households with '
members performing 250 6r more days of farm wagework during the vear.

Both of these groups of farm wageworker households, especially households
where the head is the regular farm wageworker, are highly dependent upon farm

employment as a major source of family income.

Households With Farmworkers EmgloyedvlSOVto 249 Days

In 1971, 202,000 households had at least 1 member who performed 150 to
249 days of farm wagework during the year (table 8). These households
contained a total of 849,000 members, an average of 4.2 meémbers per household.
About 213,000, or 25 percent, of these members performed 150 to 249 days of
farm wagework during the year. As indicated earlier, it is possible for these
households to also contain members why are engaged in farm wagework for other
lengths of time during the year. In the 202,000 households, there were an
additional 92,000 members whc were employed in farmwork for a period other
than 150 to 249 days, and most of them were seasonal (less than 150 days).
Thus, a total of 305,000 members, or 36 percent of all the members in the
households containing workegs employed 150 to 249 days per year, were engaged
*in farmwork during the year. About 15,000 of the 305,000 did some migratory
,farmwork. “ .

=

By household status, the 849,000 members in the households with at least
1 member performing 150 to 249 days farm wagework were distributed as follows:
202,000 (24 percent) were household heads; 156,000 (18 percent) were wives;
393,000 (46 percent) were other household members, under 18 years old; and
98,000 (1l percent) were other household members, 18 and older.

The number of household members performing farm wagework was as follows:
173,000 household heads (86 percent of,all household heads); 32,000 wives (21
percent of all wives); about 43,000 members under 18 years of age (1l percent);
and 57,000 members 18 or older (58 percent).

As can be séen, household heads and members 18 years of age or older had
a greater commitment to farm wagework than did the wives and younger members
in these households. Moreover, a majority of the household heads and family
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Table 8—-Households in selected insomé gfdups with members Working 150 to

249 days at farm wagework: Number of members énd ‘workers by
' relationship to hqusehold head, 1971
- .

T i
: N A : Relationship to household head
Family income T s : * Other .~
. an "t Total : : : Under : 18 years
type of 3€rker ) <, - Hea@ : wife : 18 and .
N H : : : years :  over '
: ‘ i gﬁ Thousands l/ .

All: ey T }
Households..ivesenneensoeeeesaaes 202 ° : )
Household mémbers...ccececeeeest 849 ° 202 156 393 §§‘f
Farm wageworkers......... eessest 305 173 32 43 7

. Duration of farm wagework:- — ‘. ‘
250 days Or MOTE€..eescosene . 9 .., 8 - - 1 -
150 to 249 dayS..eeeeeon. g e 213. 157 6 11 38
Less than 150 days......./.. : 83 8. 25 31! 19
Migratory.eseeeeeescess O I & 14 - - 1

Less than $1,000: t :

HouseholdS.eeeeeevoosoeenasonest 10 ’ ’
Household members.....ececeeeess 38 10 - 5 - _20 3
Farm wageworkerSeeeeeessssseces T 22 10 4 5 3
Duration of farm wagéwork: ~-: R €. . .
© 250 da¥s Or MOTE€eeesvocsnss $ 0 —= . == - - -
150 t0.249 daySeeceesescscns : 11 < 10 1 - -
~  Less than 150 day8.........: 11 - 3 5 , 3
Migratory.eeessececeessesoacaet ~\f 2 - - -

.$1,000-$1,999: * : . .
Households...... eeeseceesas et 25 . '
Household members...... weeseeesd 94 25 12 48 9
Farm wageworKerS.ocsesesesaseest 28 21 7% 2 - 5

Duration of farm wagework:

* 250 days Or mOTE€..ecesseses’ == - -— - -
150 t0-249 daySeeeccccaccess 25 21 - - 4
Less than 150 dayS..seesesst 3 -- 2 - 1

’ Migrafory ............ Tecenaesl - - - - -
. .$2,00Q0-$2,999: : :

HouXeholdS.seeeessocssoscssoccss : 35

Hous¢hold members..... ieegeresst 156 35 18 74 29

Farm Wageworkers..ceeeeeeoeesess 66 . 30 4 9 23

Durhtion of farm wagework:

- 250 days Or MOTe€....... eeelt 3 3 - - -
150 to 249 daySeeeeccessses s 4l 24 - 4 13
Less than 150 daySe.ceecess s 22 3 4 5 10

Migratoryeeeecececescsescccansl -- - - - -

.- ,

1/ Numbér not shown wher less than 500 persons. Continued ~
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‘Table 8~-Households in selected income groups with members working 150 to’

- - 249 days’ at farm wagework:, Number of members and workers by .
relationship to hOuEEhéld head, 1971 -—Continued
o g - : : Relationship to household head
Family income- B : : Other
and ¢ Total : L : Under : 18 years
"type of worker : H gead : wife s 18 : and
-~ ! : : : { years : over ‘
: C e : Thousands 1/
$3,000-$3,999: , :
Holiseholds...euuuenn B S ) | . /
‘Household members......eeeevu.. : 137 31 © 23 79 4
FAIM WageWoTrKerS..es eeuenenonas : 52 30 7 1% 4
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days Or MOTE€.s.veeeseness : 1 » 1 - - - -
150 to 249 days.....c.ve0eet 33 28 1 - 3
Less 'than 150 days.........: 18 - 5 11 1
Migratory.eeeeeeeeeecaess esenetl 5 5 - - -
$4,000-$4,999: : A
Households...... P T2 |
. Household members..............: 88 21 18 48 o1
Farm wageworKkers.iveeeeoeeoeeess 27 21 3 -1 . 1
4 Duration of farm wagework: _
250 days Or mOTE..eevveveesl -— - - - -
150 to 249 daysS.....ugeeesoi - 22 20 1 - 1
- l&ss than 150 days;..).....: 4 1 - 1 1 -
Migratory....... eeeeeiaeas ool 1 1 - - -
$5,000-$5,999: :
HouseholdS...eseen.. N eriiesenne : 23
Household members........ cesiast 92 3 23 37 9
Farm wageworkerS.veeeeeoeeseeses : 33° 22 5 2 . 3
Duration of farm wagework: :
250 days O MOTr€e.eeeiessce. : 1, 1 - - -
( 1150 to 249 days....... ceeeat 23719 ¢ o 1 3
. Less than 150 dayS....se...: 9 1 5 1 1
Migratory.eee ieesecoaeionceaat "3 3 -- - --
$§,000~$Z,499: ’ : ‘.
HouseholdS.eesveeeeeeenonnnnnnn : 19 , . )
Household members......... ceess: 73 19 20 23 11 |
' Farm wageworkers.......... veesst 27 16 6 1 5 ‘ |
" Duration of farm wagework: - . : |
250 days Or mOYe..eneeeeses : - - -— - —
% 150 to 249 days...ees.. crest 21 15 1 1 3 ‘
Less than 150 daySeeceeeeeses 6 1 4 - 1
Migratory.eeeeeeisssceeeeannnat - - - - - l
1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons. Continued ‘
| | i
|
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Table 8--Households in selected income groups with members working 150 to
249 days at farm wagework: Number of members and workers by
relationship{tc household head, 1971 --Cohtinued 4

Relationship to household head

- Family income . : H] : QOther
‘ and ¢ Total : S : Under : 18 years
- type of worker : : Head : Wife : 18 $ aZd'e
: : : : years : over
: - Thousands 1/
$7,500 and over: s e 4
HouseholdS. .veeevnsncanncwoeness 38
Household members...c.eeeeessea: 171 38 37 64 32
Farm wageworkers...............t 50 23 1 13 12
Duration of farm wagework: :
250 days Or moTes.veveensest 4 2 - 1 -
150 to 249 daySeuieeeeeonesst 37 . 20 1 5 11
Less than 150 dayS.eeeeeeess 9 - — - -7 1
Migratory.seesemecvesosescssst 4 3 - - 1

: N
1/ Number not shown when less than 500 pefrsons.

Source: Special tabulations from the Hired Farm Working Force Survez
of 1971. . .

" the year, while the majority of the wives and other members under 1€ did
seasonal farm wagework--that is, less than 150 days of farmwork.
. & <

No definite trend existed with respect to numbergmﬁfhouseholds in the
various family income brackets. Although the largest number of households
{(38,000) in any income bracket were in the $7,500 and over category, the $2,000
to $2,999 interval group contained almost as many, 35,000. Similarly, there
was no clear trend in the number of household members or farm wageworkers by
income intervals. ’

. Lo
members over 18 years were employed in farm wag;zork for 150 to 249 days during

. Twenty-three percent (46,000) of the 202,000 households had 6 or more
members. In total, these households had 341,000 members, or 40 percent of the
total membership in households with a member performing 150 to 249 days of work
(table 9). Except for a fairly large number of households (10,000) and family
membership (48,000) in the $5.000 to $5,999 income bracket, there was no \
discernible trend in the relationship of size of househgld ang family income. ™=

.

N -

—

Households with'Farmworkers Employed 250 or More Days

I

“In 1971, 259,000 households (13 percent of all farm wageworker households) i
. had 1 or more workers who performed 250 or more days of farmwork (table 10). |
These employees, who are generally considered as year-round workers, were in '
households with a total of 1,144,000 members, or 4.4 members on the average.
absut 332,000 (29 percent) of this membership performed some farm wagework, for
an average of 1.3 working members per household. ) ”

%
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Tabl‘ 10~-Households in selected income groups with persons working 250 N
days or more at farm wagework: Number of members and workers by
relationship to household head, 1971

K]
: :_Relationship to household head ‘
Family income | : B : : Other
and *¢ Total : Head ° Wife ° Under : 18 years
: : : 18 : and .

type of worker
v : yedrs @ over

—_—

. =" : - Thousands 1/
_All: : .
Households...evvievunennnnnnnns t 259
Household members........... oot 1,144 259 _’;23 T 502 160
Farm wageworkers.,.,.... ceeees “.r 332 210 22 33 66
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days or more..... eseeast 285 208 9 20 47
150 to 249 dayS..eeeeenee.a: 9 -, 2 1 5
oo Less than 150 dayS.........: 37 2 9 | 12 14
“ Migratory..oeseeseenscennnaast 15 1 .1 - 3
Less than $1,000:
HouseholdS....eveienennnnnnanaat 2 ) *
Household members......oeeeeo..t 3 2?1 - -
Farm wageworke;s...............: 2 2 — - -
Duration df farm wagework:
/7 250 days or more....i...:\.: 2 2 — - -
150 to 249 days..eveueeensnt - - -— - -
K Less than 150 Hays» ......... : - - - - =
. Migratory..ieieeieeceeeeenss . - - - -— —-— ¢
g y t ; Py
$1,000-$1,999: . : > .
HouseholdS..einveeernnneeeeennst 20
Household members.vececeesesss.t 87 21 17 - 38 11
Farm WageworKerS...:ueesueeeas.s 24 19 1 1 3
~, Duration of farm wagework: : . \
250 days Or MOT€.eceeeereenn 8 20 17 1 - 2
150 to 249 days............: - - - - —_
. " Less than 150 dayS......... : "3 1 - 1 1
Migratory.eeesoseesososneencenst - - - -
$200-$2, 999: p . .
. . Households....... ..., ceeens ceut - 26
. - Household members........ sesanat 87 27 20 27 13
Farm wageworkers.......... N 35 24 3 1 7
Duration of fatm wagework: : .
250 days OY MOTE:eseeneeeess 27 23 1 - 3
150 to 249 daySeeceeeeoeas eet - 4 - - - 4
Less than 150 dayS.........: . 3 1 1 1 -
Migratory..... Pecsessesseacsel - - - - -
\\\ 1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons. Continued
Y g\ . y
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Table 10——ﬁ§Lseholds in felected income groups with persons working 250
days or more at farm wagework: Number of members and workers by

relatlonbhlp to household head, 1971 -~Continued
_ ¢ < : : Relatlonshlp to household head
Family income . : : ) Other g -
and ’ : Total : : . ¢ Under : 18 years -
¥ type of worker 3 : He%d : Wife : 18 : ' and
-2 : : : years 3 over
: : Thousands 1/
$3,000-$3,999: & .2 .
HouseholdS..ceessecesseccncs - 46
Household members.cccssccececcss 205 47 42 98 18
Farm wageworkers..eceeeeeees veet 58 44 5 .3 : 6
Duration of farm wagework: ’
. 250 days Or MOre..eeeceesess =~ 52 44 2 2 4
© 150 tof 249 days.... ceescenneet 1 —_— 1 — ——
Less than 150 days....ceeeest 5 - 2 1 2
Migratoryececeeeccssacssse ceeatl 3 3 — - -
$4,000-$4,999: ’ :
HouseholdsS.eeeeoeeesns eeeseaseal L34 3
Household members......, seeeesast 159 35 31 77 16
Farm wageworkers.n.............: 45 32 1 3 9
Duratiqn of farm wagework: : . ’
250 days OF MOTE€eseeassssesal 42 32 1 2 7
150 to 249 dayS.seessseshost -— ¢ - - -
Less than 150 daysSieteeeesst 3 4= ‘ 1 2
Mgratory..c.ee.. ceseese caceaat 3 3 j% - -

7 $5,000-$5,999: « . .

HouseholdS.eeeeosess ceesens Rooal 23 : °
Household members...vececoceeess 92 24 17 34 17
Farm WageworKerS..eeesessscssess 25 20 2 2 1
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days Or mMOreeeeescscss ot 22 20 - - 1 1
150 to 242 dayS..ssesenaodst 1 - ——‘(/ 1 -
Less than 150 dayScseeceess? 2" - 2 v - —
Migratory..... groceccens sesaet 1 1 - - -

~$6,000-87,499:

Households...... P R | 39 )
‘Household members...sssesosesess 187 38 36 91 22
Farm wageworKkers.s.eveceocsesisl 47 32 1 4 10
Duration of farm wagework: : .
250 days Or mOre.ceeces. veeel 42 32 - 3 7
150 to 249 dayS.secsceces oot - r - - - -
Less than 150 dayS.ieseeesst 5 - 1 1 3
Migratoryeeeeeeos cesesscneas .t 6 3 1 < 2

1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons. Continued
. LY v :
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Table 10--Households in selected intdme groups with persons working.ZBO
re days or moré at farm wagework: Number of members and workers by
. i relationship to household head, 1971 --Contdnued

5 —‘

- \\\} \ : : Relationsh;p to haqusehold head
" . Family }néome : : : : Other ..
- . an s Total : : : Under : 18 years
type‘of gorker s : Head : wife : 18 : and
’ ) % : to s { years : over
. : Thousands 1/
$7,500 and over: . : \
Households..... Cetstsensaenee ool 67 \
. Household members..evacessssesst 324 67 59 137 63
Farm wageworkersS..eeeeeeceoens ol 95 37 9 19 30 |
Duration of farm wagework: : !
250 days OF MOT€...ee..eeaai 77 38 4 12 23 -
150 to 249 days.. eseeeeannst 2 - 1 - 1 f
*Less than 150 daysS.i..cec..es 16 - 3 7 6 5

Migratory..ecesesses veeseeasel 2 1 - == 1

1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons. .
. Source: Special tabulations from the Hired Farm Working Force Survey’
of 1971. )

[

The membership of these households comsisted of 259,000 (23 percent)
.household heads; 223,000 (19 percent) wives; 502,000 (44 percent) members under
18 years of age; and 160,000 (14 percent) membérs 18 and over.

Participation in farm wagework was greatest among the household heads--
210 000, or 8l percent--and lowest among members under 18 years old--33,000, or
7 percent. . .

The largest gfoup in any family income interval was those households
receiving $7,500 and over (67,000, or 26 percent of the total). Below ‘this
amount, the number was largest (46,000, or 18 percent) in the $3,000 to $3,999
family income interval. The number of family members and farm wageworkers
followed a similar trend. N

About 67,000 (26 percent) of the households with members working 250 days
or more at farm wagework contained 6 or mor€ members. This, was the largest
size group for these households when classified by number of household members.
These same 67,000 households accounted for 45 percent of the household members
and 30 percent of the farm wageworkers in the 259,000 households with at least
1 member performlng 250 or more days of farm wagework (table 11).
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SEASONAL FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS  *

Each year the production and harvesting of agricultural commodities of%érs - ‘
temporary or seasonal employment to many persons. However, the duration-of
this farm‘waéework varies significantly by crop and geographic area.

- " ) - / «

In 1971, there were 2,052,000 seasonal workers employed on farms (table
12). These workers came from 1,639,000 households, averaging 1.3 workers per
household. Their households.contained 7,609,000 members, or 4.6 members per
household. -Thus, 28 percent of the members in these households were seasonally
- - employed in farmwork at some time during the year. o !

s

These households also contained 97,000 members who worked 150 or more days
. at farm wagework, and 149,000 members who did migratory farmwork. Moreover,
the 149,000 migratory workers in these seasonal farmworker households
represented 87 percent of all migratory farmworkers in 1971.

4

Lonsequently, even though seasonal farmworkers are employed at farmwork
for a shorter duration of time and the seasonal farm wageworker households
contribute a smaller number of farmworkers per household' than do regular or
year-round farmworker households, these households provide a significant
number of regular workers and 4 large proportion of the migratory farm work
force. Thus, as a group, they contribute significantly to farm production by
reason of the large number of persons they provide for .farmwork each year.
Significantly, 60 percent (1,289,000) of the workers in 1971 were household oy
members other than the head or wife. About 817,000 of them were school-age l
youth (under 18 years). ’ v

Membership in seasonal farm wagework households was distributed as
follows: 48 percent under 18 years, 22 percent household heads, 17 percent -
wives, and 14 percent persons 18 years and over who were’ neither the head nor

the wife. J

The distribution of household members who performed seasonal farm wage~
work follows the same basic pattern as the total membership distribution in so
far as household heads and members under 18 are concerned, These two member
groups accounted for the two largest family contributions to such work. .
However, the sequence changes when it comes to other members 18 years and over
and wives, with members 18 years and over making the third largest contribution
to the work fdrce and wives the least. Persons from this group performing ,
migratory work were predominately family members other than the household heads
or wives. . ’
X Aslarge proportion of the household members in this group, especially the
" household heads, did not perform farm wagework in 1971 and some were known to
be employed at nonfarm work. These facts suggest that some families may be
dependent on nonfarm work as a major source of family income.
]
As with the groups discussed earlier, the greatest proportion of these
~seasonal farmworker households--40 percent--was concentrated in the $7,500 and
over family income bracket. Households in this income group had 44 percent of
all seasonal household members and 37 percent of all seasonal farm wageworkers. .
Among the household members within this income level, 54 percent of the farm

- .
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Table 12—4%easonal farm wageworker households in selected income graups:
Number of members and workers by relationship to household

. head, 1971
: Relationship to household head
| Family income : : T : Other
' and : Total : - : Under : 18 years
type of worker : : Hea§ . Wife . T1g and
: : years : over
Thousands 1/
All: : :
HouseholdSeesesescecocscocscnns : 1,639
Household members.....c.e .. ceest 75609 1,639 1,277 3,658 1,035
Farm wageworkerS..seeeseseceeest 2,149 646 214 817 472
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days Of MOTEeceescscens : 41 25 - 6 10
150 to 249 daySeceececsons .t 56 29 - 1 6 19
Less than 150 days.........: 2,052 592 212 805 442
Migratory....... P 149 39 9 47 54
Less than $1,000: :
Household®..eeeeseeeoneonns ceestd 103 i
Household members.ceccececccccess : 327 103 43 131 . 50
- Farm wageworkers......cec. ceaaast 134 74 13 26 21
Duration of farm wagework:
250 dAyS‘Or MOTrE€esseevcecesl - - - - -
150 to 249 dayS.eeseeeceeses 2 2 ~— - -
Less than 150 days.ceesses ol 132 72 13 26 ° 21
. Migratory.ceeesseeesceceseoess 7 1 - - 6
$1,000~$1,999: :
Householdg..ccoeeeeconn vesenaeal 149 . '
Household members....cceceveess? 544 149 79 229 87
Farm wageworkers..eoeoeese sessee : 212 105 28 41 38
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days Or MOT€.ceeccesossl 2 1 - - 1
150 to 249 daySeeecessceces : 2 1 - -— 1
Less than 150 dayS..cceeess : 208 103 28 - 41 36
Migratoryeeesvecscocssccscssse : 8 4 2 - 2
$2,000 $2,999:
HouseholdS.ssesetsocscesccscassst 131
Household members..cceeececssss : 550 131 86 243 90
Farm wageworkersS..ceeecescecces : 189 78 21 39 52
Duration of farm wagework: ‘
250 days Or MOYE.esoeoesvcns : 5 3 - - 2
150 to 249 dayS..seeccces eel 14 5 - 3 -6
Less than 150 days....... .. 170 69 21 36 44
Migratory..e..... cettesesessee : - 10 3 - 1 6
l/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons. Continued
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Table 12--Seasonal farm wageworker households in selected income groups:
Number of members and workers by relatiofship to household
head, 1971 ~-Continued - -

: Relationship to household head

Family income : : Other
and : Total : - : Under : 18 years
type of worker : : Hea@ : Wife 118 ¢ and
HH : years : over
‘ o Thousands 1/
$3,000-$3,999: o~ A
Households...... cesesscaccasenel 161 .
Household members.....veeeeeee.t 716 161 112 359 84
Farm wageworkers...... eesseneest 231 88 26 67 50
Duration of farm wagework:
250 days Or MOTe.eeeeesonnss 3 3 - - -
150 to 249 dayS..eeeeeenenn. : 10 9 -- - 1
Less than 150 days.........: 218 76 26 67 49
Migratory.eeeeeeeeessseneenonat 16 4 - 9 3
$4,000~$4,999: . . ‘ e
HouseholdS.eeeessesereeenennesat 144
Household members.......eeees..t 692 44 123 325 100
Farm wageworkers......ceeveees. : 196 72 22 59 43
Duration of farm wagework: :
250 days or MOT€eeeegoaneesl 9 4 - 1 - 4
150 to 249 dayS..iceieeeeadt 3 3 — - -
Less than 150 dayS.eeeeeesst 184 65 22 58 39
Migratory.. .eieecicesssescess 11 .3 1 1 4
$5,000-$5,999: i :
HouseholdS.seeeeeesenascscenases 131
Household members.....eove... Lt 694 131 104 388 71
Farm wageworkers..ceeeeeeeces.s s 187 52 31 63 41
Duration of farm wagework: ’ )
250 days OF MOTE€...cevsusn. : 3 3 - - —_—
150 to 249 days...eeieoss.. : 9 4 1 1 3
Less than 150 dayS..eeeeeo.t 175 45 30 62 38
Migratory.eeeeseeeosseeeeeeasl ’17 5 1 7 4
$6,000-57,499: : ’ .
HouseholdS.ceeeeeeenne eseeseasas : 167 ‘ , .
Household members...... secesvesd 779 167 131 375 - 105
Farm wageworkers...lieesseeesest 203 51 21 91 40
Duration of farm wagework: - : 5 ) v
250 days or more...... feeeest 3 3 - - -
150 to 249 dayS.ieeveneeeeas 7 4 - - 3
Less than 150 dayS..ceeesss: 193 44 21 91 . 37 .
Migratory.......... crsecesnnns : 10 4 3 1 ‘ 1
1/ Number not shown when léss than 500 persons, Continued
31
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Table 12--Seasonal farm wageworker households in selecied income groups:
Number of members and workers by relationship to household
) head, 1971 --Continued

.

: : Relatlonshlp to household head
Family income : : : : Other
and ¢! Total @ . L ¢ Under : 18 years
type. of worker : ot Head : Wife ¢ 18 : and
. . : : : : years i over
L : A Thousands 1/

$7,500 and over: : .
HouseholdS.eesveersineeeseiaenat 653

Household members....ceeeeeesess 3,367 653 599 1,609 447

Farm WageworKersS...eeaseaaaoosst 795 126 51 432 186
Duration of farm wagework:

250 days Or mOre...covsaeaat 16 8 - 4 4

150 to 249 dayS.seteensonsst 8 - - 3 5

Less than 150 dayS.........: 771 1.1;5)’ 51 425 177

3 28 -28

Migratory...................;: 70 1

1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons.

Sourre Special tabulations from the Hired Farm Working ForcérSurvey
of 1971. -

» /ﬁ\

wageworkers were under 18 years, 23 percgpf’were 18 and over, and only 16

percent were household heads.

i

Among all seasonal farm.wageworker households, those with 6 or more
members accounted for the largest proportion of households--31 percent
(506,000). This sape group had half (3,762,000) of the household members and
37 percent (788,000) of the farm wageworkers (table 13). Nearly all of these
households (503,000 out of 506,000) contained dependent children, and this
high proportion was characteristic of all income brackets. “

-
*

. Among the 149,000 migratory farm wageworker residing in seasonal farm

wagework households, 44 percent, or 65,000, were in households containing 6 or
more members, but this number represented only 8 percent of all farm wage-
workers who lived in this size seasonal farm wageworker household. Thus, while
"a llarge proportion of all migratory farm wageworkers were from households also
classified as seasonal, they were not a significant proportion of the large
membé¥ship (7 609 000) of seasonal farm wageworker households.
_‘Q’h

The distribution by family income and size of household indicates that
among all classifications, the family receiving $7,500 or more.in family
income, with six or more household members, was the most typical seasonal farm
wageéworker household. There were 249,600 such households containing 1,773,000
family members, and 334,000 farm wageworkers in 1971. These households also
contained the greatest number of seasonal farm wageworkers, 334,000, and of
migrants, 34,000, residing in seasonal farm wageworker households. Numbers of
seasonal farmworker households, household membership, and farmworkers by the
other family income brackets are shown in table 13.




006 uryl $8a7

'

W

T

UAUM UMOYS 30U aBqumvy /T

R P T E LS - Tex!

(AR

*RIDW A0 SAFD
S I10MBRHT
Wivr] 10 uol3edfng
Ut E1OYI0MAEEN WY
COUSIRGMAN PTOYASNOY
Crrttrt ettt SDTOYSSNON

s STA-00 0" T

v e ...n“.:,u@,hw.i.u

SAED Q9T ury3 %sa

CTSARD o7 03 0OGT
*RI0W AD TATD (57
TIOMATAT A
WIT] 30 U4a1Ivang
CerraajloaRdes wir]
SO RAAQEAT DPTOYABNON

...........ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁf .I

O* T4 upyl =07

et 03 RAY TN
SEP OGT UPYyd el
CrslRp fer M) 041
CRIOW IO RATD 67
$4I0MRETM
WIT ] JO UOFITIN]
C R IOMITEM Wy
¢ RIDGURM PTOARTION
S e L P TOYARIOY

STTY

(1042

[ad
i

|—

ABYLOM JO puTY
pue
TUT AT TW

i

~’Il

P

L ¢ ,
‘ & / ) ' !
panurluo)
[49 rA% ¢ 01 ST RO St q by
1 —— —-—— - 1 AN _— - -
1 Co-- - - -- -- -- -- 1
7S <t ¢ 01 91 8¢ %% b 6% Se
022 58 g L o4 0% 9 oo, B 6% Iy
LZ L1 LT . L 17 17 .mm 01 oy 57
) ) “
-~ 1 T T -- s -~ --
13 S S AN ST 61 1t 8 Al
N . —— .- P - . - [
He S S 1 ST 6T Tt R
801 7 iC T4 v €9 16 L £l
Y1 - S S 1 91 L1 ¢ G
*
d‘
9 61 1< 1¢ 0f 8 S1 -- {
9%L 8¢ Sht $6¢ svE ROT (015}3 L1 E2A
0z 91 91 8 Im 6 L -- -
0Z 1 11 L { - 1 ~= -
8L 1334 FA% 90¢ 09¢ €1 80¢€ LE QL
vELE S87°'1 vEL*T €86 8ET*T 166 198 6L a9
£0¢6 LS2 L9 S%e $8¢ 887 6L < 97
/1 Spuvsnoyy
waapTIYo * uaapryys’ " uaapryyo! ©uaapryyo’ " ueapyyye!
juapuadap’ 3uapuadap’ ‘juapuadap’ . .3uapuadap’ . Jauspuadap’ .
qigs | Coyqaps O TTIOL g P TEIOL g, P EROL S yagm el
zoquny . asqumy | ! aequny | . asquny | . amquny
: ” . ” e . :
+9 S by £ . by
PIOY3SNOY 30 azT§ R
1L61 *ployasnoy
Jo 9218 £q 818%I0M PUB SIdqUAM JO IGUMYN  $dnodd BWOdUT PajdATAS UT SPTHYASNOY

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

[E ©




panuyauo)d e, " N . *suosiad (0§ UBY3 SSI] UIYM UMOUS 3I0U I3qUDN /T
4 4 1 1 _— e v Y. _— z _— it geeere et £103BIBIN
174 GL £€ el 8T 81 L1 |44 T 1z 4 %81 ¢ sAep (GT uey3 ssa?
1 1 - - 1 T - - -- -- - € *ceméep 647 03 0ST
g 9 3 Co¢ — -— — -— - — - 6 *210® 10 skep (47

. : 1jaoma8em
: : tIej JO UOTIBIN <
8 {8 9¢ Sy 61 61 ° L1 Lz T 1¢ < 961 1t csiajiomalem wiey
96t 96¢ T€T 6v1 LS LS 19 €8 v Sy < 269 $00t 0 S19qUeW PTOYISNOY .
8% 8% 8¢ 0¢ 91 Va) 61 82 4 [ %4 4 791 ottt TSPTOYaASNOH
. aem - _ : © 1666 7$—000*Y$
a8 * : 4

8 . .8 ', — — Y ¥ 2z z A —— —_— 1 91 ceresesr L1028 TR
18 18 G¢ 9¢ Lz 6¢ e T¢ m ve 8 812 : sdep (GT uey3l 8837
Yy Va A 4 - —-- € Y - - - 01 10rrshep 647 03 0S1
1 -1 - _— — \\\\ —— -_— - - 7 - £ terrax0mw 10 sdep Q67

:j10ma8eMm
mwiej JO uwoijeing

-

c8 c8 L€ 8¢ x4 62 94 ce S 9¢ 8 1€¢ 14t t819YI0MA3EA WIBY
1 %4 1749 H»TT . 0T1 16 201 89 £6 91 0L 8 9TL $0° 00t °S19quam PTOYISNOY o™
8¢ *o8e £z % Z ¥4 £€Z 1€ ol 44 8 19T trete ettt tBPTOYISNOY <
. 4 . . : 1666°€$—000°€CS = po—
. . : =
L L 1 1 _—— — 1 -1 i, — 1 —_— 01 . ..........%hOuMhm.ﬂx —
.16 16 ST 81 1€ ' Ze 61 . 87 > £ 132 S 0LT : s&ep (GT ueYy3 8691
T L v Y € € -- — - T . - 1 : sAep 647 03 0SIT
z ¢ - - Z z -- - - -~ 1 S 1+ 910w ko sdep 052
. , : T :jaomaBenm
: s : wie3 jo uvoiIeANg
09 09 61 Z 9¢ " Le 61 82 t. 9¢ oq 681 $ece e v s1ana0MdBEM WIBY
86¢ 867 89 08 %9 69 8y 89 01 69 9 1199 ©*'s1aquag pToyasnoy
. 3% JEf tT 91 {1 8T ¥ 91 €C S 2 s€ 9 €T : trete et SPTOYSSNOH
’ _ 772 : 1666°7$-000°7$
. /T Spuesnoy] . 2 : : >
ua1pTIYD | " uwadpyyyo’ * peaprIyd! - " waaprryp’ * uaxpTTyd! : : :
juapuadap ‘suapuadap’ . ‘quapuadap - __- ‘3uapuadep’ ‘3uapuadap’ : : *
<Y 1e30] ¢ ¢ Telol : B30l ¢ T 1El0} ¢ Te30} : [E3OL @ :
oy L L ;s -2 : : : 13jaom 3o puly
daqumy | et i . A2quny | . dequny | , A9qunN . Te3ol pue
T : N ) : : : awoduy A1TWE
- : s - : v : ¢ : 4 : : P AT
. PIoyasnoy 3o 93zZys . ] :
' panurjuod-~ T/6T ‘proussnoy R )
JO 9278 Aq s13jiom pue siaquam jo iaquny :8dnox8 awoduyl pa3Iva[as uF sproyasnoy ianiomd8em mie] TeuosBag-~fT 9981
: e
5 ‘ &l

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(
[E




*TL6T 30 Aaaang adiog SuixyioyM miey kuﬂé‘w wmoay chﬁme:ﬂ.mu TeIdads  :adanog

‘£uosiad QG UBYI SSAT UIYM UMOYS, JOU 13qEmy /T

©e k23 L 6 91 8T - - T - S 4 07 preres s L103RIRTY
0Z¢ e 9¢1 091 IAd] 991 £9 %6 9 8y Z TLL : skep ggT usla ssaq
e 4 4 € £ £ £ - - - - - 8 ¢t skep 647 02 0ST '
oT - o7 Y \j 1 1 - - R 1 - 91 $**ca10m 10 skep ¢z
e - 7~ : :NI10MaBeM
’ N : @WiB] JO BOFIBING
€€ V232 €91 ,3_.. .99, 0LT €9 %6 9 c 6y Z GS6L ittt ega9)aomalem mwiey
SSL1 €LL T 1399 - 89¢ €0¢S 86 S8T $8¢ 9 %6 l LOE'E :*°°**rsI3qUam PTOYsSNOY
1874 6%¢ AN 911 LTAs SvT Z9 96 ¥/ LY Z €59 ittt et cSpTOYASNOY
. . ! . : . :19A0 pue Q0G‘/$
" ) / .8
€ € S S -= - - - - Z S o1 Pretresseen .?Sm.mwﬂz .
09 09 9 9¢ LE 9% 0Z 1€ KA C 8T 3 £6T i sAep 0GT ueyl ssaj
T T € € - - T —— T - —— -— 1A 10 s4BP 697 01 05T
- - T T - T —- 1 -— . == - € :*9+a10m 10 SABpP (67
- ! qaomadem
. _ o wiey Jjo uoylBANg
19 %ﬁ\ 0y ' 0% LE LY ($74 [ X3 k4 8T £ €£0T $eecc ™ cs1a10m98eM WaEy <
8¢t 691 691 rAN | LST 29 S6 9 LE t 6LL it trsisquwasw pToyssnoy <t
6y 6% 62 62 A3 6¢ L 61 ot 9 LT £ 91 Tttt esprOyasnoy —
) . . : 16692$-00049¢ R T
. "l N
¥/ j K/ . 9 T L 1 - -— - - i1 IAARRRRRRRYS F1-% .3 X
9L 9L 9¢ 9t 8T 9T - 0C £e l 91 b SiT : sAep 0¢T ueyy §597 -
A l j y I 1 T T - -— - 6 trrerskep 6497 03 °QGT
- - € € - - - - ST e - - €  :rv-°310m 10 sA®P (67
‘ H ijaomodenm
: wiey jo uoyIrRINg
Le 2 S A it NI | , 92 12 %2 l 91 ha 18T $tTrotcUsaoniomaBes miey
. 8L¢ 8L¢ 191 191 68 99 LS .99 v 12 < w69  :°°°°'sSlaquem POasSNOY
LY LY it A3 sT. (LT 8T a4 T 1T A €T prrttectt ettt egproyasnof
. ? : 1666 ‘S$-000°65 ¢
/1 _spuesnoyj ‘ :
URIPTTYD | © ua1pTIye’ . UBIAPTTYD, © waapTys? " waapryya’ . . P .
Juvpuadap’ Jjuapuadap’ J3juapuadap’ .juapuadap’ .auapuadap |
hada reet iy x reaed Hira e il e iy reet e 13%10M JO puty :
Iaquny | . doqunN | : WP . equny . dequny . , & Tea0L | pue
: : : : : : : b >
+9 u c . . u ¢ u z u I “ 3WOOUT AyTUWRg
PTOY3BNOY 30 @Zfg ~ : :
, . pPanuTIuO)-~ 1767 ‘pPTOYaSNOY (D)
3o 9218 £q s1djI0om PUR S12GUPEW Jo Jaquny :8dnoad JWOHUT PaIIITI8 UT SpToyasnoy uwxuozwwmkﬁﬁmw TEUOSEaS~-{ 1 27qPL B—

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E




K

MIGRATORY FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS

Many of the Nation'ssfarmworkers leave ‘their homes each year to perfo
farmwork for one or more employers. Such employment requires that the .
‘migrant and his family live in temporary housing, usually provided by the
employer, as they move with the season. The problems associated with this
changing of jobs and geographic work locations, the temporary and often
inadequate housing, and the seasonally infuced work-periods are harsh and well
known (6).

. Approximately 196,000 persons did migratory farm wagework in 1970, 5/
and 62,000, or 32 percent, of them were heads of households (table 14) (7).

Table 14--Number of migratory farm wageworkers who were head of a‘ household,
by amount of farm wagework performed in a migratory status, 1970

-

Number of * Persons 14 years old and
Amount of farm ‘ ' : .
household heads . over in the household
wagework performed : .
that is migratory - : Percentage : Percentage
. : Number : of total- -: Number : of total
t~-Thou,- —--——-Pct, ,—=== -—- Thou ,~===~ ==——- Pet ,~——-
Less than half.... ... o00eet 20 32 51 33
About half.......cevunnn 4 b 1é 9
“More than half..............: 38 62 el - 58
TOtalueereveseneennns ceeeat B2 100 S0 100

-

Source: Special tabulations from- the Hired Farm Working Force Survey of
1970.

In the households headed by migratary wageworkers, there were 156,000 persons
14 years old or over, an average of 2.5 household members in this age group
per household. Table 14 also shows that for approximately H0 percent of these
households and household members, the heads performed more than half of their
farm wagework in a migratory status. Table 15 shows the number of these
household heads by- the longest distance traveled to perform migratory farm
wagework. Approximatefy 137,000 (60 percent) of the household heads traveled
200 miles or more. There were 103,000 househqld members over 14" years of age
in households where the head traveled this far to perform migratory farm
wagework, ’
i ) .

In 1971, a special effort was made to obtain data on the number of
dependents and other househadd members in.migratory households. During that
year, there were 141,000 households with at least one member performing farm

wagework away from the home (table 16). These housenolds contained a total of

§

5} Because of the limited space ivailable for special questions on the annual
Hired Farm Working Force Survey, some information concerning migrant farm workers
was asked only in 1970. The 1970 information is presented in tables 14 and 15,

36 I
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Table 15--Longest distance traveled to perform migratory farm wagework by

migratory wageworke;; who werxe household heads, 1970
‘ .

E&' Number of f Persons 14 years old and,
Distance traveled . household heads ; over in the household
’ nber | TS g P
t :-_Thou.- ———-Pct.———— .__Thou. Pct.
Less than 75 miles.........: 16 26 N 32 21 “
75-199 miles...........m...i 9 ‘ 15 7 21 13 -
'200—399 miles..............; 12 19 ‘ 30 19
400-999 mileS...eersernnean: 10 16 25 16
1,000 or more mileé........i 15 24 48 31

TOtaleeeeeeveenoconaensess 62 100 156 100

Source: Special tabulations from the Hired Farm Working Force Survey of
1970. '

680,000 members, of which 195,000, er 29 percent, performed farm wagework.
Thus, these households averaged 4.8 members and 1.4 farm wageworkers per
household.

However, not all of the farm wageworkers in these households were in a
migratory status while performing farmwork. 1In 1971, 23,000, or 12 percent,
of the farm wageworkers in these households performed nonmigratory wagework.
Moreover, among all the farm wageworkers in these households, 30,000, or 15
percent, performed their farm wagework on a regular basis (150 or more days
during the year). This compares with 165,000, or 85 percent, of the farm
wageworkers in these households who performed farmwork on a seasonal basis only.

Some of the migratory farm wageworker households are large and receive
relatively small family incomes. In 1971, 38 percent, or 53,000, of the
141;000 households with migratory farm wageworkers contained 6 or more members
(table 17). Families of this size accounted for 56 percent (378,000) of the
members in migratory farm wageworker households; 45 percent (87,000) of the

“farm wageworkers, and 41 percent (71,000) of all migratory farm wageworkers.

The number of households of other sizes was much smaller, ranging from 12,000,
or 9 percent, for l-member households up td 27,000, or 19 percent, for 4-member
households. Despite the large household size, however, only 64,000, or 45
percent, of the migratory farmworker households had family incomes of $7,500
and over; the majority of households earned less than $7,500.

' ' .

The migratory farm wageworker households had predominately fewer household
members in the smaller family income classifications, but as family income
increased, the size of the household tended to increase. Households with 6 or
more persons and a fam1ly income of $7,500 or more acccunted for 33, OOO, or 23

37 . !
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Table 16—-Higrator§ farm wageworker households in selected income groups:
Number of members and workers by relationship to household
head, 1971:

: Relationship to household hé;&

Family income : : : Other
and ¢ Total : H : Under : 18 _years
y  type of worker : : Head : wife : 18 : and ,
N . : : : years : over
Thousands 1/
All: - : _ HI
. HouseholdS...ceesseesosvesssssess 141 .“
‘Household members...esevsseeceses 680 141 102 318 115
Farm wageworkers...ceeeecsseseses 195 62 14 54 66
Duration of farm wagework: ) _
250 days OF MOTE€..eoseooesal 15 11 - 3 1
150 to 249 daySeeessensosnsal 15 11 1 - 3
Less than 150 dayS.eceseceest 165 40 13 - 51 62
Migratory.ceeeeeseessoanssaess 172 . 59 9 47 57
P4 3
Under $2,000: .
Household'S..veveeess eeesesennel 13 .
Household members.scecceceses ool 54 13 3 15 22
*  Farm wageworkers..... reseeserest 18 7 2 - 9
Duration of farm wagework: _
250 days Or mOreseesecesee.s - . - -= - -
150 to 249 dayS.sseesseeesst 2 2 7'- - -
Less than 150 daySe.cececeees 16 5 2 - 9,
Migratoryesseecseseesossesanons : 17 7 )/ 2 - 8
$2,000-$2,999: :
HouseholfS.eeuese ceeeees e veeeedt 9 1
Household members..ceeeeees veees 44 8 5 22 9
Farm wageworkers..eeeos. cecessst 13 3 - 2 7
Duration of farm wagework: : .o
250" days Or MOTE..eecscconss - - - - - ;
150 to 249 daySeeesvacccss .t L - - == - 1
Less than 150 dayS.ceeecees? 13 3 - 2 7 ’
Migratory...... sesesessesevesl 10 3 - 1 6
$3,000-$4,999: . :
HouseholdSeossesesocesosacccsoccss 30
Household members..... ceeenesasd 127 30 16 65 13
Farm wageworkerS.eeeeeveeassasst 40 21 1 10 7
Duration of farm wagewo}k: : A
250 days Or MOTE€.eeeesssceesst 6 6 - — -
150 to 249 dayS.eesesccnass : 6 4 1. - -
Less than 150 dayS.ecececass 28 11 - 10 7
Migratory.eceeceeees seessesssest 38 21 - 10 7
1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons. Continued
38
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Table 16——Miératory farm wageworker, households in selected income groups: '
" Number of members and workers hy relationship to househpld *
L " head, 1971 --Contitued

. T : Relationshipbto household head
* Family income : : : :

: : : : Other
and : Total : Head ° Wife ° Under : 18 years
type of worker : .

: : 18 : and
Lt : years : over
Thousands 1/

$5,000-$7,499: .
HouSeholdS..veeereosnennnnss eees . 26 ' . ‘
‘Household members..............: 128 26 24 -, 68 11
Farm wageworkers....eeeeeeeesest 36 14 6 8 ‘8
Duration of farm wagework: : o i
250 days Or mOre€...seesseest 5., 7 &4 - - 1
150 to 249 dayS.eeeeeseens.? 3 2 - - 1
Less than 150 dayS..oeeeos.? 27 8 6 8 5
Migratory....... mecessnsnaanel 31 13 4 8 6 -
$7,500 and over: : ‘ .
HouseholdS..ueeevennennanns ieeel T B4
Household members.....cveveveeet 327 64 + 54 148 60
Farm wageworkerS....eeseeeeeeael 87 17 %Y 4 33+ 33
Duration of farm wagework: :
250 days Or MOT€.e.eeeeeasat 4 1 - 3 - ]
. 150 to 249 dayS.ceeeeeoensst 4 "3 - - 1
Less than 150 days.:see.ee...r 80 13 4 30 32
Migratorye.eeeeseeeeeencsnonst 76 16 3 28 + 29
1/ Number not shown when less than 500 persons, .

$ource: Special tabulations from the Hired Faﬂégyorking Force Survey
of 1971. _ >

percent, of the migratory farm wageworker households; 32 percent, or 2174000,
of the memhers in these households; and 25 percent, or 48,000, of the farm
wageworkers in these households,

39
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COMPARISON OF FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS BY
FAMILY INCOME AND HOUSEHOLD SIZE

Family income and household size vary significantly among kinds of farm
wageworker households--year-round, regular, seasonal, and migratory. Figures
1, 2, and 3 illustrate these differences and indicate their significance
relative to all farm wageworker households.

Relative differences in the number of total farm wageworkers residing in
each kind of farm wageworker household are indicated in figure 1. All farm
wageworker households contained 2,550,000 farm wageworkers in 1971, and by far
the largest share--2,149,000--resided in seasonal farm wageworker households.
Year-round and regular households.contained 332,000 and- 305,000 farm wageworkers,
respectively, while migratory households contained 195,000 farm wageworkers.

The proportion of farm wageworker households by family income and kind of
household is iilustrated in figure 2. The proportivnal distribution of seasonal
farm wageworker households by family income is very similar to that for all farm
wageworker households. The greatest amount of difference occurs between house-
holds containing some members who are employed most of ‘the year (150-249 days)
in farm wagework and households containing some members who perform migratory
farm wagework. Of these two types of farm wageworker households--regular and
migrato¥y—-the migratory farm wageworker households have the largest proportion |
in the $7,500 and over family income interval and the,smallest proportion in R
the lower family income intervals. However, this comparison does not take into |
account payments in kind; items furnished by the employer, such as housing, 1

{ MBER OF FARM WAGEWORKERS
BY KIND OF HOUSEHOLD, 1971 ’

" THOUS. N 1

.~

P

PP, o

YEAR-  REGULAR SEASONAL M

ROUND
KIND OF FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLD °
US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE k‘i NEG ERS 436-731312) ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE

i Figure 1
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" DISTRIBUTION OF
FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS AMONG DIFFERENT .

FAMILY INCOME LEVELS, BY KIND OF HOUSEHOLD, 1971

PERCENT =l ==
80—t V———a—F——
all S———— }
60 —|T 11 —
40
20 e 1 brrrrrre
0 FUE008052 I PR I ‘ S
ALL YEAR-ROUND REGULAR SEASONAL NIGRATORY
(250 DAYS OR (150-249 (LESS THAN
MORE) DAYS) 150 DAYS)
KIND OF FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLD
FAMILY INCOME - [ ] s2.000-52.999 (I s5.000-$7.499 : 5
UNDER. $2,000 [ 1s$3.000-$4.999 E_"J$7.500 AND OVER ‘ o
US QEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL TURE ’ NEG ERS 438-73 (12} ECDNOM!IC RESEARCH SEMVICE
Figure 2
) «
DISTRIBUTION OF FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLDS e
AMONG DIFFERENT HOUSEHOLD SIZE GROUPS, B
- BY KIND OF HOUSEHOLD, 1971 P .
PERCENT = — T = — 3 . 'Y
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[~ I 1 s "
I____ ‘ o . rf *
Hhy 40 — i IR —.—‘u )
T 5ol - ]
20 g — -, — ] t
- 1'_ .................. i S e B B
o) 000000 B Soeovevorion B RO AT L A }
ALL YEAR ROUND REGULAR SEASONAL MIGRATORY - -
(250 DAYS OR* (150-249  (LESS THAN
& . - MORE) DAYS) 150 DAYS) »
3 KIND OF FARM WAGEWORKER HOUSEHOLD
m -
6126 OF HOUSEHOLD -'\sma [ )3 memeers EEEMs memsers
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room and board, and transportation; any adjustment for the additional cost of
| living that migrant families incur because they have to migrate to perform :
” their farm employment; or household size. Therefore,’ even though the comparison‘J
shows a significapt difference between these kinds of households, there are
other considerations which might affect this comparison. *

-

The similarity shown in figure 3 between the all farm wageworker household
and seasonal farm wageworker household distributions by household size is;
caused by the large proportion of the total (81 percent§ that are seésgnéi.

The large proportion of households with members performing 250 days or more of
farmwork who are in households with only two members and the smaller propgrtion

of these year-round households with one member are noteworthy.g‘No other .
categories show this much difference. ' -
APPENDIX A,

: SOURCE AND RELIABTLITY OF THE ESTIMATES

Source of data.-~The estimates in this report are based on data obtained
in December 1971 through supplementary questions in the Current Population
Survey of the Bureau of the Census. The sample is spread over 449 areas
*comprising 863 counties and independent cities, with coverage in each'of the
50 States and the District of Columbia. Approximately 50,000 occupied house-
holds are designated for Interview each month. Of this number, 2,250 occupied
units, on the average, are visited but interviews are not obtained because the
occupants are not found at home after repeated calls or are unavailable for
. some other reason. In addition to the SObeO, there are also about 8,500 sample
units in an average month which are visited but are found to be vacant or other-
wise not to be interviewed (4).

The estimates in this reéport concern persons l4 years of age or older who
did farm wagework in 1971. These data were compiled from questions asked only
if a person 1% years of age or older had performed farmwork for wages or salary
during 1971. These questions concerned number of days of farm wagework, farm
wages, migratory status, nonfarm wagework and nonfarm wages,ﬁchief activity in

1971, resydenge, and other matters. Not included in this report are hired .
farmworké:”,whovdied, who entered the Armed Forces, or who were removed from
the civil® noninstitutional population for other reasons prior tq the survey.

Also not inéluded)are foreign nationals who did farm wagework in this country

. and returned to their homes before the survey. The number of foréign nationals
~ admitted declined sharply after the termination of Public Law 78 _itt December
.:#; 1964, and in 1971 totaled only 13,684. 1/ The total number of persons excluded
N from this report probably does not exceed 400,000.

z . . p

. The estimating procedure used in this survey involved the inflation of the
. weighted sample results to give independent estimates of the civilian noninsti-
tutional population of the United States by age, race, and sex. These
independent estimates were based on statistics from the 1920 Census of Popula-
tion; statistics of births, deaths, immigration and emigration; and statistics |
on the strength of the Armed Forces.

;/ Farm Labor Developments, Manpower Administration, U.S. Dept. of Labor.
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Reliability of the estimates.--Since thé estimates are based on a sample,
they may differ somewhat from figures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken using the same schedules, instrugtions, and
enumerators. As in any survey work, the results are subject to errors of
response and reporting as well as to saﬁpling variability.

N
The standard g}ror is primarily a heasure of sdmpling variabiliE?fithat
is, of the variations that occur by chance because a sample rather than the
whole of the population is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the
standard error also partially measures the effect of response and enumeration ¢
errors but does not measure any systematic biases in the Wata. The chances
are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from.-the sample would differ from a
complete census figure by less than the standard error. The chances are about
" 95 out of 100 that the difference would be less than twice the standard error.
The figures presented in appendix tables 1-5 are approximations of the
standard errors of various estimates shown in this report. 7To derive standard
,errors that would be applicable to a wide variety .of itmes and could be pre-
‘pared at a modérate cost, a number of approximations were ngqpiQﬁd. As a
result, the tables of standard errors provide an indication of the order of, ] -
magnitude of the standard ewrors rather than the precise standard error tor any
specific item.

Appendix table l--Standard errors for estimated numbers of persons whogdid
: farm wagewo~k 1/ -

(68 chances out of 100)
Size of estimate :

Standard error

25,000 : 9,000
50,000 : 12,000
100,000 : 18,000
250,000 : 29,000
500,000 : v 42,000
1,000,000 : ; © 65,000

2,500,000 : 121.000

ki/ Standard errors for number of persons in farm wageworker households

are the same as for farm wageworkers. To der;ve the standard errors for

numbers of houscholds, multiply the standard e%rop‘for estimate by 0.85.
-

Estimated percentages and estimated aveé;ges are computed by using sam%le
data for both numerator and denomminator. The reliability of these estimates
depends upon both the size of the estimate and the size of the totals upon
which the estimates are based. Estimated percentages are relatiwvely more
reliable than the corresponding estimates of the numerators of the percentages,
particularly if the percentages are 50 percent or more. Appendix table 2
contains the standard errors of estimated percentages. Averages are subject to
large sampling variability since the sample estimate of an average is affected
by extreme estimates. If sensitive indicators are needed, other tvpes of
statistics, such as medians, should be considered. Appendix tables 3, &, and
5 contain the standard errors of estimated averages. :
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} : - Appendix table ZJ-Standard errors of percentages of persons who did farm
. " wagework 1/

(68 changes out of 100)

Base of percentage in thousands

Estimated of farm wageworkers
percentage : ; : : ; X
foas tosg P00 Po2s0 1 oso0 1,000 2,500
- : Percent
Zer 98 . 4.9 3.5 2.4 1.5 1.1 0.8 0.5
Sor 95 : 7.6 5.4 3.8 2.4 1.7 1.2 0.8
10 or 90 : 10.5 7.4 5.2 3.3 2.3 1.7 1.0
15 or 85 . 12.5 3.8 6.2 3.9 2.8 2.0 1.2
20 or 80 : 14.9 9.9 7.0 4.4 3.1 2.2 1.4 e
25 or 75 & 15.1  10.7 7.6 4.8 3.4 2.4 1.5
35 or 65 & 16.1  11.8 8.3 5.3 3.7 2.6 1.7
50 S 17.4 0 12.3 8.9 5.5 3.9 2.8 1.7

1/ See footnote on Appendix Table 1.

Appendix table 3--Standard errors of average number of days of farm
: « wagework 1/

(63 chances out of 100)

Average number of f Base of average in thousands

davs of farm wage-| of farm wageworkers

work per year per , - - - - -

person " 5o f 100 ' 250 ° 500 1,000 . 2,500
10 : 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.3
25 : 3.5 3.1 2.2 1.5 1.3 0.9
e :
50 : 10.2 7.2 5.7 4.0 3.4 2.3
100 £ 19.2  13.6 9.6 6.8 5.0 3.3
150 : 19,7 14.0 9.5 6.8 3.6 2.4
] 200 : 156 11.0 7.0 5.0 3.0 2.0

250 ¢ 11.3 8.0 5.0 3.5 - 1.3 0.9

1/ See footnote oun Appendix Table 1.

This table pertains to averages computed from distributions allowed
to vary over the entire range of days worked. Standard errors for ‘
truncated distributions (for example, workers with less than 25 davs
of farm wagework) are somewhat smaller.
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Appendix table 4--Standard errors of average annual earnings from farm
wagework 1/

(68 chances out of 100)

Average earnings
from farm wage-

Base of average in thousands
of farm wageworkers

work per year per

person . 50 1 100 250 : 500 1,000 ;23500
$ 150 N 22 14 10 9 6
250 : 58 41 26 19 16 11
500 ;118 84 53 41 35 23
750 . 178 126 80 64 54 36
"1,000 . 219 155 98 85 68 45
2,000 Lo 141 132 96 64
3,000 ; 131 235 149 138 99 66

1/ See footnote on Appendix Table 1.4

- wagework 1/

(68 chances out of 100)

. Apperdix table 5--Standard errors of average daily earnings from farm

Average earnings
from farm wage-

Base of average in thousands -
of farm wageworkers

)

work per day per | - — - -

person . S0 [ 100 } 250 500 . 1,000 ; 2,500

$ 5.00 © .60 420 .27 .19 14 .09

7.00 :1.13 .81 .51 .36 .26 .17

9.00 © 146 1.04 .66 .50 .35 .23

11.00 © 1.52 1.08 .68 .53 .43 .28

13.00 ©1.56 1,09 .69 .55 47 .31

15.00 ©o1.57 1.1 g1 .56 .50 .33

1/ see footnote on Appendix Table 1.
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APPENDIX B

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
Y
Farm wageworkers.~-Persons 14 years old and over in the civilian noninsti-
tutional population of the United States at the time of the survev who did any
tarmwork for cash wages or salary at any time in the vear, even if for only 1
day.

Farmwork -for cash wages or salary consists of the following: (1) Work
done on any fapm for cash wages in connection with the production, harvesting,
threshing, prep;;ation for market, or delivery to market of agricultural
products; (2) work done off the farm for a farmer by his hired farmworker, such
as trips to town to buy feed, seeds, or fertilizer, or to handle other matters
involved in running the farm business; (3) repairs of farm buildings, machinery,
and so forth, performed by a farm wageworker when done along with the type of
work specified in (1) and (2) above; and (4) manaéing a farm enterprise for
cash salary. Not included as farmwork for cash wages or salary are: (1) work
performed by farm operators on their own farms, or "exchange' work between .
farmers; (2) work done exclusively for "pay 4n kind"; (3) work done without pay
*on a family farm by a member of the farm operator's family (a small regular
cash allowance is not considered as farm wages); and (4) nonfarm work performed
on a farm, such as the building of a farm structure by a local builder, the
drilling of a well by a commerical well driller, the hauling of agricultural
products to market by commercial truckers, or domestic service in the home of
a farmer; and (5) custom work such as spraying, threshing, or combining, when
a person is paid a combined rate for the use of his equipment and labor.

Household.--A household includes all the persons who occupy a room, a
group of rooms, an apartment, or a house, which constitutes separate living
quarters. ‘

Household members.--~Members of a household may. include the household head,
his wife, dependent children under 18 vears of age, and other household members
18 vears and over.

Household head is a person regarded as such by the members of
the household. 1In most cases, it is the husband when he is present;
however, other household members may be classified as the head if he
is absent from the home.

Wite is the spouse of the household head.

Other members under 18 vears may include children of the
household head, other voung relatives of the head, or nonrelatives
residing in the household. For example, this classification mav
include in addition to the head's children, a younger brother or

i._.. cousin of the head, the children of a lodger and his wife, or anv

iindependent person under 18 vears who resides within the household.

Other members 18 years and over mav include the older
children of the head, othér relatives, or persons not related to
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the head but who reside within the household. For example, this
category might jnclude a household head's older son, a brother
or sister of a head, or a nonrelated lodger and his wife.

. Farm wagerrker household.~~A household that cqptains a perscen who did
farm wagework during the year, even if only for 1 day.

Regular farm wageworker household.--A bousehold that contains at least
one person who did 150 days or more of farm wagework during the year, For
purposes d5f this report, this classification combines two groups of hired
farmworke® households: (1) households with members performing 150 ‘to 249
days of farm wagework during the year and generally considered as regular . -

hired farmworkers; and (2) households with members performing 250 or more days
of farm wagework during the year, usually considered year-round farmworkers.

Seasonal farm wageworker household,--A houéehold that contdins at least
one person who did less than 150 days of farm wagework during the year,

Migratory farm wageworker household.--A household that contains at least
one person who (a)~left home temporarily overnight to do farm wagework in a
different county within the same State or in a different State with the
expectation of eventually returning home, or (b) had no usual place of residence,
and did fagm wagework in two or more counties during the year.

Farm wagework participation rate.--The ratio of the number of household
members enggged in farm wagework to the number of persons residing within the
household.

Family income.--The money income received from all sources by the family
members. It includes cash wages or salary, net income from self-employment,
social security, interest, dividends, income from estates or trusts, net )
rental income, unemployment compensation, public assistance or welfare payments,
and .pensions, veterans' payments, annuities, alimony, etc. It does not include
money received from the sale of property, bank withdrawls, money borrowed, tax:
refunds, gifts, lump-sum inheritances, or insurance payments,

Earnings from farmwork or nonfarm work.~-Cash ‘wages or salary received
for farm or nonfarm work. Estimates of earnings do not include the value of
perquisites received in connection with farmwork or the value of fringe

benefits received for nonfarm work.
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