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’ This paper discusses the administration of a modified version' of
. .

T o
mfhe‘Spindlera' Instrumental Activities Inventory in 1970 to 153

® - ¢ § - . Y . . .
‘ Inuit ( Eskimo) schoolchildren in two Eastern‘Caﬁadian Arctic settle- *
" men'ts, Frobisher Bay and Pangnirtung ( Northwest Territories)
. / 19

Response patterns suggest that Inuit girl: are more strongly influenced
. by Eurocanadian role todels than are Inuit boys, but since the
statistical significance of this finding depends on the catégories
( "modern'", "transition&l", or "traditional"™) by which the roles.

are slassified further testing ( including eliciting of native
n »

« e€evaluations and classifications of the roles) and expansion of the

number and types of roles are recommendedz
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. .
F e " Topics: psychological anthropology, .sex roke identity, child socialization,
) proiective testing, Arctic urbanization
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This paper discusses the“aéseésmén;of role identity of Inuit ( Eskimp )

- schoolchildren uging aureseagch technique called the'Instfumep£a1 Activities

’

Inventory. This techhique was first developed by George .and Louise Spindier for

-
Y t '

study of the'"pgrceptdﬁl aqg cognit{ve dimensiong" of Ehe.gccgltufatioq patt;rhs
"of th§°BlopdaIndians of Alberta, Canada ( 1965: 314). 1 administered a modified
version of this invgntory xo 1%? Cangdiag Tnuit éhildrén‘iﬁ?the.épr;ﬁg of 1970

( McElroy i973: 318:353). The preseﬁf rgport will ;valuate the use ofnthe

‘inventory ( to be referred to ag’ the TAI) in terms of problems of administration,
4

interpretation of results, ang‘suggestions for improvement of the technique in

-

further studies bf children's role identity and vocatiolal aspirations. ¢
Adminidtration of the IAI to children living in Ewo,Baffiﬁ Island communities,
Frobisher Bay and Pangnirtung { for location see figéres 1 and 2), was one

‘technique used in a study of child socialization patterns among townoli§ing Inuit

-

groups ( McElroy 1972). The reseafch(ééyerea fqurteen‘months of field study >

B o 4 .
between 1967 and 1971.1 5Apéroximately 587”0* the 2,100 residents of Frobisher Bay

5
4

(2}971 census) areé deqpendantsjpf people historically identified as Nugumiutf

dqqmiut, Akuliarmiut, and other Centra} Eskimo groups ( Boas 1964: 13-36). The

remainder of Frobisher Bay's population includes southern Canadianshof diverse

# a?
4

backgrounds and ethnicity ( Eurocanadians, native Canadians, Europeans, Catibbean

1

i islanders, Africans, and southwest Asians). Frobisher Bay is a rapidly growing
] . g '

1

- 7center of transportation, administration, medical services, and education on

—~

PR -

Baffin Island ( for a full descripfion ofqthé development of Frobisher Bay,
see Honigmann and Honigmann 1965). In Mafchxqf 191l; 277 of the Inuit males
and 317 of the %nuit femakes aged 16-65 were ;éée emplo;ed in Frgbisher Bay; -
aveéage énnualbincome per Inuit household was $ 6,590 ( per capita, $ {1032).

‘ Pangnirtung is a smaller and more isolated community: whereas Frobisther

Bay's settlement began in the 1940's with construction of an air force base,

.
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it, was only after l§66 ( en an epid&mic reduced the dog population, that large
: 4, s . &
_L~),ftfnumbers of Oqomiut of - the Cumberlang Sound/region were settled insPangmirtung.

@

The village &aa a.population of about 650, 92% of the residents Inuit. My survey
- o f o
showed that in 1969, 27% of all males in the community begween 15 1§d 65 were
- - \, 7
employed full- time and 407 of all households had one'or more :indiv duals
¥l b

’” ( including women) employed either full- time or on Jfﬂgeady part- -time ‘basis.

'y

. The average annual ifncome per inuit household in Pangnirtung in 1969 was $ 3,366

) -
= \ "_ 9 -
. (-per capita $ 537y, - e ~g_%x

*

‘( ‘} Studyaof the soctalization and role identity development of Inuit children
4 - e KER
= )

and adplescents during initial field trips in the summers of 1?67 and 1969 invqlved
. K .

-

standardaethnographic techniques. I lived with"three Inuit families, accompanying S

“ we g 3,
}wo of“them‘to hunting camps. In town, I .interviewed teachers, community leaders,

adolescents, and parents of; young children. One-of the most;intriguing observations

was that the training ofdgoung boys within the,nuclear famg%yvand extended kidshio
networ':s emphasized the traditional land-based 8ubsistence skills to a greater
extent than did/the training of girla. Similarly, participant observation of the
life of young adults made ne aware of considerable divergence in thgrattitudes of

\/ :?oung men and women towaidgturocanadian values, life styleg, and employment or"

v education ( McElroy 1971). Young women were clearly mofe interested in folloving

: E

Eurocanadian ro}é”modelé. I decided that assessfient of role model preferences

with a projective technique would yield some measure of the iTpact of this

differential socialization upon children's aspirations.

/

\
techniques with Arctic populativns. Ferguson's analysis ( Honigmann 1962: 354)

Review of ﬁhe literature rivealed relatfvely little use of proJective

of nine Rorschach protocols collected by John J. Honigmann in Great Whale River,

Eastern Canada, indicated a meager number of determinants with F (form) predominant

"
. I

| and a high percentage of animal and anatomical cohtent. The restricted qnality
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g the responses suggests that the’ Rorscbach may be a difficult techaique to use

-3 ’

R

h Inuit. Preston ( 1954) studied the personality structure of northwest

"Alaskan Inuit vith measures of intelligénce‘ ( three performance subtests of the
Wechsierz,«the Rorschach, Draw-A-Person test, andithé Thematic Apperception Test

- ) ¢
(TAT). . The TAT was a particularly difficult test to .administer and to interpret;

[l

there were language barriers and subjects were negative oy confused about the
task. Berry's studies ( 1966, 1969) of Baffin Island Inuit performance on tests of

_spatial ability and visual discrimination indicate intefesting relationhips“
P ’ ‘ -

e between cognitive style, ecological factors, and socialization modalities. !

Parker's study ( 1964) of ethnic identity in two Alaskan villages used an original *
e ) . *

projective technique involving five picfures "designed to elicit stories relevant

to ethnic idgntity"w( ibid.: 326). The cards were shown to young people, whose

[

stories were analyzed in terms of attitudes towarJ’ethnic identity ( with variables

B
Y

such as presence or absence of hostility, intar-ethnic social‘ﬁistance, intra-eghnic
social distance, degree of attraction to symbols of western society, etc.) N
. ’( ibid.: 332-333). While‘Parkeﬁfs study provided a valuable method for assessing

" "5{ " 4
attitudes toward ethniciqL, my research problem required a projective technique _
o« | / ) s ’ )
: which would tap attitudes toward socioeconomic roles per se se. The Instrumental“{’

Activities Inventory was a promising technique for this purpose, and in the autumn

. 0f-1959, while living in Pangnirtung, 1 arranged for a modified version of the

test to be drawn by a local artist.

“”

Description and rationale of the IAI ' N

The Instrumental Activities Inventory was devised by Gaorge and Louise Spindler

as a projective technique which was ( in contrast to the Rorschachr or Thematic

L Apperception Test) unambiguous and useful in yielding data on perception of socio-
environmental realities ( Spindler and Spindler 1965: 314), The inventory '
¢ consisted of 24 line drawings each depicting a male engaged in one type of .
o )
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"instruméntal actiyity“ ( as medicine man, priest mechdnic, farmer boxer, bronc
» (x ,V
rider, cook, politician doctor, bartenderj formal chief~maker, and. so on).

@

Instrumental activities were defined as “those activities that an individual

&

h

-

engages in for the‘achieGement and maintenapce~ofka life style and status in the

i

social groups of which he is a member, or aspireh to be a wember ( ibid.: 312).

.

The cafds were Shown to males and females rangingmin‘age from 18 to 87. Respon-
”:". - ’ # * * ;
)
dents 'were asked by the Spindlers to choose at leqst three péctures which they

w

- S
Valued mosm highly and an equal number which they disliked the most.‘ ‘Female

respondents were“asked tp choose “what they would like their ‘sons orrhusbands
( degending 9n~age énd family status) to*do" ( ibid.: 319). Free association
< .‘ e g A———— -

to the pictures was encouraged. : e ' [

-~

In choosing the IAI»a:\fn appropriate technique for the study of role

3 N i B
identificatjon, I decided to have the sards depict female as well as male roles

-

. . : F] - .
and to include only those instrumental activities which were visiqlﬁ as modeéls

@

to the children in the two communities being studied..hLimits of time and finances,

reqdired that only 24 piotureg be prepared, so that each subject“was shown a
set of 12 cards appropriate to his or her genderfident{ty. ) - S
Pilot. teﬂxing in Pangnirtung in early winter of 1970 indicated that testing
of adults would be difficult, interpreter serviceshwould ‘be required and some
individuals misunderstood the intent of my inquiries, believing either that I

was offering them jobs or that I could influence local administrators regarding

-

. vocational training or employment opportunities. The neople of Pangnirtung had

never been exposed to projectivé tests (-or for that matter, to anthropologists,

T . }
since the time of Boas), and it was difficult to elicit cooperation even from

.

those adults I knew best. Therefore 1 decided to test only schoolchildren, °

'although the pictures depicted adults at work. The principal of the Pangnirtung

school gave me permission to give the inventory to a representative sample of
t , :

-

(0nd

J
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each age level. 1 selected 45 girls and 45 boys from a total number of 124. children

“

enrolled in school in grades 1 through S, ages 8 to 17. Seleotion frqg the class

roilsufor 1963-1969 and 1969-1970 enebldh me to choose -samples of childrendwith

-

High and low attendance, those at advanced, average, and retarded age-grade *levels,

‘and those with and without hunting absences during the school term during the

' o . -

previousi year. I-distributed a statement to the teachers explaining the purpose

' . i Y » i
of.the project.*' Similar preliminary procedures were carried out the following

month in Frobisher Bay, following completion of testing in Pangnirtung in
. (2

March of 1970 “ » ' \Xf“ 7

N
) s ¥ -
A local, semi-professional Inuit artist,was contracted to draw the 24 cards.
%, @

I prepared a short description of each picture and an Inuit woman translated. the

descriptions into syllabics ( the Edstern Arctic writing system) as instructions

P
b,
for the artist. In order to control feor factors of quality and style, my plan

was to have all the pictures drawn by a single Inuk. The artist decided to go

© i - . - v
on a henting trip after completing six of the pictures, however, and pressures
of time required the services of a number of artists ( some Inuit, some Eurocanadian}

- .
L3 #
t

to complete the series. ¥ ’

k)

The pictures represent three categories of roles: modern, transitional,
. ) . y
and contact-traditional ( see figures 3 through 7 for coples of the pictures,

greatly educed in size. The originals are 8" x 11"). During the test

. 7
administration, the pictures were randomly ordered in respect to category and

' %“V/ . " .
were shown in the same sequence to each subject. The categories are defined as

follows and are represented by the following roles:
' ! *

1. Modern: occupations and activities presently monopolized by Eurocanadians.
but open to Inuit with speéialized training or advanced education

EY

Male roles: doctor, teacher, radio operator, office clerk
Female roles: nurse, teacher, radio announcer, secretary

o

@ .

TYLTAY- B “ :




- - .
R >

II. Transitional: occupations and activit#ed current representative of town
Inuit of moderate or high levels of acculturition, —enerally learned by
on-the-job training or.thrbugh adult eﬂucation programs :
'™ P .« = "
". Male roles: airplane mechanic, construction worker, store clerk, catechist ¢
. ("ayogeseyee , lay preacher)- ‘
Frmale roles: -cook, post office clerk, store clerk Hbusewife
- IJI. Contact-traditiondl roles characteristic. of either‘town-hased or land-based
Inuit which do not require formal education, bilingualism, and do not involve '
: oy wage earning ( although’piece wirk qf sale of products may be involved)

Male roles:: hunter with rifle, spear hunter, carver, fisherman .

Female roles. small- -game hunter, skin worker, seamstress, tent wife \ ’
) . \\A‘ _y‘ - © ‘
The ¢hildren were tested individually, coming to a testing\room in peirs w‘
. : \
P i % '
during regular school hours. The same instructions and explanations were given - o W,

- )
s to each child, that the pictures showed different kinds of work a person could do

in the North and that the child should sort out the cards accordihg to whether
he thouvht he might be interested or not interested in that type of work when he

grew up ( or finished school, in the case of older SUbjects). No limit was put
on the number of clioices, and the subject was assured that he was not taﬁing -]

4 .
. .

test with right or wrong answers or choosing an sctual‘job, and~that his ch;ices
would not commit -him in hislguture. After sorting the 12 cards appropriate to
. his or her sex accordingfto‘the’initial "like-dislike" task ( unlimited choice
te%k), the child was then asked to choose the one card which showed the tyoe of
. ‘ N ‘ ) ‘ o

work which most interested him ( limited choice task). Instructions. were initially

-

given in English. If the child was willing to sort the cards but appeared uncertain

about the procedure, I read a set of instructions in simple Inutitut which an
) » i

’ assistant had gprepared for me .3 '

0f those 90 children chosen from class rolls in each settlement, it was
necessary to delete the responses of 11 subjects from Pangnirtung and 15 from

Frobisher Bay, leaving a sample of 41 girls and 37 boys, aged 9 to 17, from

Pangnirtung, and 35 girls and 40 boys, aged 8 to 16,-from Frobisher Bay 4

’ ¥

1‘jlx()()()53 . -t



Subjects were deleted who did not understand the teating procedure, refused to

who were amenable to being‘tested or those who éapld Gnderstand enough English-

take the test, or imitated a partner's choices. Thé sampie,'tHereforef;is'skewed
in the sense that it represents the attitudes and orieptations of those children

-~

L ‘ - . .
( or Inutitut as spoken by a foreigner) to comprehdnd the instructions. In: that

sense, the val%dity of the responses is confined to internal contrast and
x . . “
< : - - ~ + Y
variatLon. We can analyze differ&nces in male and female response patterns within
4 2 T "

this par;icular sample ( representing 63% of the Pangnirtung school Fopulation i
and 277, of that of Frobisher Bay), but it is not possible to generalize to the .

larges population because the sample is. not fully representative.

l

o ! i -7 N
Results‘and interpretation ._ i

- : . : -

T

Tableg l*and 2 give khe distribution of ‘unlimifed and limited choices by
settlement and sex af respondents. Male responses indicate that occupatiods
bringing high ( or steady) wages and high prestige in the local setting (7store L

b

clerk, construction worker, irplane mechanic) are preferred over traditional

sybsiftence activities, cﬁuch in turn are’ generally preferred over part-time work
( carver, ;atechist) and ove; occupations requiring long-term education ( doctor, C
office clerk, teacher). While hunter with rifle is given a c0nsiat;nt1y high

ranking in both taiFs ( tne 3rd highest frequencj~and equal to construction

worker in the‘limifed choice task), this role'is;considerably less popular than- ;,
construction worker in‘terms.oﬁ frequency in thd unlimited cheige task ( 41 persons
choosing“constructjon worker as one of the kinds of work .they would like, 23

* i [ [ ] “ -
choosing hunter). It is interesting to see that catechist or 'ayogeseyee' ( lay

preacher), a position of considerable power and prestige in the communities,

- ‘ -~ N N
moves from Oth'rank in free choice to 5th rank in limjited choice. Wages and P
’” u
" « - . -
prestige are strongly competing factors in the choices of these boys and ’ T
adoiescents. . i

- o010 2
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The outstanding pattern of female responses { Table 2)"isjthat work occupa-
@ . R tos % B 3
tions, are preferred over domestic roles, and traditional activities g?e‘least R

-

' preferred. However, the role of seamstress, both traditionally and presently

/J
) .
a source of prestige for an Inuit yoman ( and currently a sourcq}of incomé for

..

adolescents in the settlements) has second r%nk. Although the role of modern
housewife and mother was chosen by 567 of the subjects in the unlimited choice“

task, only 1 out of 76 gtfls chose the housewife role in the limited choice task,

putting that role onca‘?ank level with small game hunter ( an activity characteris—
- [y @ .

tic of middle-aged Inuit women, particularly ia Pangnirtung, who gp 6n foot into

. \ -

the hills surrounding the gsettlement in groups of 2 or 3 touhunt-for ptarmigan

..
“ w

and hare with rifles).. . ¥

In order to test, the significance of the differtnces between the two settle- *
kS " e _ st
ments and between the sex groups, the cards were grouped into three acculturative

g a

~ categories and the frequency of'responses by category tested by the chi square

method. The distribution of frequencies and percentages, of responseslby category

-

-

is"given in Table 3. .
. . . 'A\‘ . 3 . .
Combining male and female responses, there were no significant differences

between the frequencies of the total sambles from eaqh settlement ( X2 £ 2.69

&

in unIWmited choicf condition, x2 = 3.60 in limited choice) This indicates e,
, that alkhough Pangnirtung children have lived in town for a much shorter period

of timie than have Frobisher Bay children, they’have developed similar patterns of

: role*identification. On the basis of the lack of significant differences between

the settlements, we are able to compare the total male sample with the total

. 5

female sample. Differences between males and females ia the unlimited choice
condition are significant at greater than iheoyﬂﬂl level ( X2 = 21.15) and in the
! - 4 ‘ )

1imited&chd{ce situation, significant between the .0l and .001 level of probability .

( &? = 12.325). while the highest percentages of responses for both sexes are’ in

. i , b

- B y @
[
%

SR |
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*

the transitional catééory, in both settlements a greater percentage of females than

males chose those cards, classified in the modern category. : : -

" -

Differences between the sexes in the Frobisher Bay "sample for the unlimited

-

choice situation are significant beyond the .00l level ( x2 = 19. 66) and in the
Pangnirtung sample at the 05 level ( x2 = 5 998) In the traditional category,

- the percentage of female responses exceeds male responses in the Bangnirtung-

[

sample and is equal to male responses in the total sample. Clearly, the area of

greatest divergence in role identification of boys and girls ig between the
(fr s
modern gnd transi*ional categories rather than between the traditional and
& & ~

S

Wtransitinnal roles. The test responses suggest that, with the exceptionﬁof the

“ popular seamstress role the girls are identifying with roles which until

recently have been filled in the settlements primarily by Eurocanadian women or,
. , Y
in the case of Jobs such as store clerk, by Inuit gnd Eurocanadian men. COmparison

of responses by_age group shoned a significant difference between younger ( 8-11)

and older ( 12-17)"males at the .05 level, younger boys choosing modern roles Y

_more frequently than older boys. Therg was no significant differerice between

age groups in the giglsf responses, Tests of'signiiicance of response frequencies
of_gr0uas with high and low attendance, advanced{ averaée, or retarded age-grade
levels,5 and hunting absénces/ no hunting absences showed that these variables

were unreliable indicators of role orientation,

»

Problems of interpretation

‘The most serious methodological probIem is that of the classification of the

roles into categories. No attempt was made to see how Inuit children or adults
might have gr0uped the cards. Ohe Arctic ethnologist was asked to sort the

‘pictures withort knowledge of my classificatgons the result was that Q{cards

were grouped dif ferently. -Four roles which I had classified as transiticnal

‘ 0019
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were considered by this expert tc be modern roles, while ‘two of the roles in my

‘modern categorization were considered to be transitional. The other three -

-

discrepancies were similar shifts‘Between the transitional and traditional

categories,

The most crucial pictures in terms of validity of categories and the

-

weigpting of diﬁ%ribution.by category are airplane mechanic for boys and seamstress
and store clerk for girls. I classified airplane méchanic asia role currently
0§en to-Inuit. In both settlements, Inuit men are employed to service airplanes,
learning the routine of maintenance by on~%he-job training, and this~kind of

job is oéen to Eurocanadians gut not monopolized by them. But if the majorityl

of respondents perceived the card as representing an airplane pilot rather than

a maintenance crewman ( although commercial pilots in the two settlements usually
wear uniforms and are not'freQUeng}y seen on the wing of a plane with Qrench in

.

hand), then the distributfon of male responses in Tab}e 3 would be very different.

Y "

The total unlimited choice frequencies would be, by category, modern: 98,
e

transitional: 104, and véaditionalz 97, a far more even distribution than at

@

present. Frequencies for highest prefereﬁéé choices would be modgrn: 30;
transitional: 32, and traditional: 16. "

if éeamstress were reclassified as a transitional role, and female store
clerk placed into the traditional category ( as suggested by the consultant); the
distribution of female responses would be in unlimited choice, modern: 119,
transitional: 139, and traditiodal: 102; 1o limited choice, modern: 26,
transitional: 26, and traditional: 25, Tﬁus reclassification of these three
very popular cards, airplane mechanic, seamstress, and female store clerk, ﬁpuld
lead to a ver§ similar distribution of responses by category for male and female
subjects. Cgrta{nly the differences between the responses of the gsex groups

%

would be stafistically nonsignificant. - ;s

5
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“gignificant differences between boys aged 8-11 ( who chose & higher frequency of

~modern cards -than expected) and those aged 12-17 could be interpreted in several

The ‘major justification of the present categorieé is that the cards Wereg
classified according to three criferia based on observations in the settlgments
in 1969 and 1970: a) the degree ofaeducation and bilinguai ability required to
carry out the instrumental activity; b) the e};tent to which Inuit role models
of the instrumental activity were present in the communities; and c) the extent
to which the jobs were monopoiized by Eurocanadians. While these criterié may
satié%actorily justify the classification for the purpose of the study, there is
some question as to whether identity processes per se ;re tapped by such a

.~

procedure. ’ , .

-

Ia analyzing differences -between age groups, it became apparent that the

ways. Viewed cross-sectionally, it is posségfe that boys aspire to Eurocanadian
roles“{;§§¢as they grow older and become less interested in obpaining the
education required for such positiong. From a historical perspgptive, it is
possible that the older boys identified at an early age with the transitional
male roles which were available to Ihdit men in thersettlements in the early
19§0's and late 1950's, whereas yLunger boys have the opportunity to identify

at the present time with Inuit men who hSTu positions as teachers and classroom ‘.
asgistants, office workers and radio 6berators. In the case of a role such as

- A
doctor, a popular choice for younger boys ( 11 chose this card, while only 3 of

the older boys did), Inuit models have not been available. This would be an
example of Eurocanadian influence ou the boys' aspirations. Older boys would be
more\likely“to have beén hospitalized in the south for treatment of tuberculosis
than younger boys, who are now treated locally with chemotherapy. Perhaps the
role of doctor is more negatively perceived by boys who have had unpleasant

hospital experiences. Unless a method for eliciting free associations to the

nntq “




cards were established, it is difficult indeed to know what factors influence a
child to accept or to reject the roles depicted in the cards.

A third problem involved sémpling procedures. Selection of sdsjects from

e

the class attendance books initially allowed a balanced représentatiBn by criteria

of attendance, age-grade retardation level, and absences for the purpose of
accompanying family members on hunting trips or early moves to hunting ca&ps in
late spring. Loss of subjects due to lack of cooperation, as well as difficuléﬁes
in finding Satisfactory substitutes, effected an 1nba1anced“representation of

these categaries for female subjects and for the Frobisher Bay sample &s a whole.

In the cade of girls, there was a negative correlation bg&ween high attendance,
. "y

advanced age-grade level, and cooperation in taking the ngt. In addition, L
many of those children scheduled for testing because they were representatives
’ . o
of the high-absenteeism category ( based on the previous year's records) weére
» ’
never in school to be tested!
Suggestions for further regearch =
I recommend that the present set of cards be expanded to 48 pictures,
24 for each sex group. All but three of the cards ( catechist, tent wife, and .

housewife) presently depict occupations or subsistence activities, while the

. I
Spindlers’® series represent a broader range of status~-maintenance roles, ﬁ!&pansion %

of the number and range of stimuli should be done in consultation with Inuit
assistants, who could provide classifications into categories based on their
own perceptions of important types of traditional, transitional, and modern
roles. All cards should be drawn by a single artist to control for factors of
style. - 3

The problem of an Inuk's anxiety in being tested alone might be solved -

by training an Inuit classroom assistant to give the test in Inutitut. The

*
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would allow children to name the role as they perceived it and to give ebaluativeA

- * 13 . ;
. 7
) ) : v . 81 Y
cards might be used more as a grojectjve technique ald lesélghja sorting t:;?nique
~ \ . - , (o4

.byfeficiting stories about the individials in the pictures. Alternatively,

one might ask the subjects to comment on the pic€ures in a generalized manner° . o

e.g., by asking "which of these cards show work which Inuit boys would ltke to e e ;

do whien they finish school%‘ or 18 this« a good job? Would Inuit boys lik] this
s *
kind of work?" A standardized sét of questions following completion of choices

responses to the stimulus. Ranking of the cafds.by subjects would solve some of "
the statistical problemg-engendered by the variaﬁility in number of choices,ﬁ

and testing of all availab}e children rather than awing up samples” would help
compensate for loss of subjects. Allowing subjects to respOnd to all cards,

b6th male and female roles, in‘te;;s of a generalized question such as "ig this

a good job for an Inuk t; do?" might yield interesting Fesults. 1f the figures ‘
inafpe plctures had ambiguous ethnic affiliations rather than being clearly

Inuit ( although the present cards vary as to how definitely the main figure

is an Inuk), one of the sorting tasks might be to ask the child to ﬁut the

pictures into.;iles accqrding to which ethnic group usuglly ( always, sometime?,
rarelya never, etc.) di: that kind of work. One of the ways that Inuit adults '
sgtgcture their choices: rationalize their decisiong, and socialize their

children is to classify Behgyioral styles, roles, m%terial goods, recrﬁrtiongl
styles, food, and many other components into one og two systems, Inutitut

or Kadlunatitut ( white man's way). Focusing on ethnLci:y rather than role I
prefereng; per se in usihg the modlfied IAI might yield i%teresting results’ \

although the issue of ethnic relations in the community is a sensitive one(*

at the present.

ﬁy inability to get parents of tﬁe subjects to respond to the inventory

was the most disappointing aspect of the study. Comparison of children's




%
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responsgé with parental perceptions of instrumental activities would be an

invaluablé addition to tHe data. However, the issue of whether it is feasible

to use such a techniéue vith Inuit should be considered. Inuit adults "are not

v used to taking tests and they dislike questionnaires. They become characté%}stic-

ally withdrawn in most situations structured as official queries, even when

**

-~ intrepreters are present. Some of the schod@children responded well, but th&se‘
{
L o most needed for a balanced sample ( adolescents, students at an advanced age-

o : ] .
grade levelrhand girls with high attendanced) were among those subjects who gave
» | - H

minimal cooperation and brief responses.

In summary, the Instrugental Activities fhventory is a research technique

. ;
- 7@ uniquestionable value in the study of ideatity dynamics in communities

5

undergoing acculturation processes.J Whether it is a technique which can be
profitably used with children, or with adults who for political or psychological
reasons are not receptive to testing; is an issue which should be probed through

experimentation with various kinde of eliciting techniques, a larger number of

j
!
-1

-

' role choices, and a more open-endé® series of tasks.

[}
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“Foundation of the State University of New York.
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for their support, encouragement, and advice in this research. . <

2. The tei@)of the instruction to female subjects is as follows:
: . !
-
2 "These are some pictures which show women working. Some ofxghe women
have jobs; this girl ( first card)\ has a job in a store. Some of the women
are.working in their homes; this one is a housewife. She has children and
a husband and here she is making palowak ( bannock) for her family. These
pictures show many kinds of work that a woman could do in the North, Now I
want you to look at all these pictures and think about what you would like to-
do when you get older, when you finish school. If you dike the work’in any
of these pictures, put thespicture here. If you don't like the work, put the
) picture there. This is not a test. You can choose as many as you like. If

) you choose a picture, it does not mean you have to do that work when you are
older. It just helps me know what you are interested in. You can choose more
than one picture. Maybe you would like to have a job apd be a housewife also.
That is okay. Maybe you are interested in many kinds of work. You can choose
onlywone, if you wish, or two, or four, or more, &s many as you like. Do you
understand? ( if negative, explain again). Allright, look at the cards and if
you like the work in the picture, put the card on this side, and if you don'tv
like the work, put the card on that side.”

After the cards had been sorted, I asked each gubject to point to the pile
of cards which showed work whick she liked in order to check my gcoring. )
put aside the disliked cards and agked. thie subject to "choose thefthree you

oo like the best" from the remaining pile if thefe were more than four cards..
From the three, I asked the subject to "choose the kind of work you would like
©st of all"”. If there were only four or less cards from the initial sprting,
.+~ 1 said "now choose the kind of work you would like best of all." %

The text of the instructions to male subjects was as folloWws:
p :

"These are some pictures whiech show men working. These are some of
the jobs which men can do in the North. Look at these pictures and think
about theikind of work you would like to do when you are older, when you
finish school. Look at each picture and think if you would like to do that
job. If you like the work, put the picture here. If you don't like the work,
put the picture there. You can choose more than one picture. This man works
with airplanes, and this man is a hunter. If you wanted to, you could do both
jobs at different times. So you can choose as tany as you like. You can
choose only one, or two, or four, or more, as many as you wish. This is not
a test., This is just to help me see what you are interested in doing. If you
choose a picture, it does not mean you have to do that work when you get older,
and it does not mean I can get that job for you. This is just to help the

()18
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’iteachers and schools know what the Boys are 1nterested in. Do you understand?
. ( if negative, explain again). Allright, go ahe%d Look at tiie cards and if

- you like the work in’the picture, put the card o

. sat hunched over, her eyes down. She flipped through the cerde quickly, put

J

¥

4‘

this side, and if you dort't
11ke the work, put the car},on that side.' 1
|
After the boy had sorted the cards, 1 ﬁolloded the same procedure outlined *
above in terms of checking which pile repr&b ed the work that the child liked
and in narrowing the preferences down to one wgest cheice'. R
3. 1Instructions given to the children in Inutilu%«may be translated as follows:
. ] i . -

"In these pictures, some Inuit ﬁomeh ( or mé%j aneauArking. Look at

the pictures. When you are older-( "become (large")) you will.work.
Think about what kind of work yof would likgito when you are older. , \
This is a game. You do not have'to do thisiwork when you are older.

If you like the work in ‘the-picture, put the picture here. 1If you f“
do not like the work, put the picture there. ‘Do you understand?
s ( After sorting, "which three do you like thé best? Which kind of
work do y6u like the very best?" ) * R L
~d

4, The testing process in Pangnfrtung began with' seridué\difficultiea I had
planned far each child to come to ‘the testing area alone,1§nd this was frightening
even for the 12 yedr old girls who were the first to be tested. The first| subject

them down on the table, and said softly, "atchiw" ( "I don't know"). I explained
the procedu gain She shook her head and said "ayunarktok" ( “it's too .
_hard" or "i be helped'). 1 asked if she understood what”'I was asking /
“her to do; she sdid that she did but that she was afraid ("kisiani kapiaéhupunga")
The second subject responded the same way, and [ began to wonder whether the - )
project would be a failure. My solution at the time was to allow children to
come to the testing room two at a time, with|full acknowledgement of the
possibjility of peer influence. SubJects whol| gave responses idghtical to ﬁhose
given By partners were of course deleted from the sample,& of zgi the “dubj
tested, 447 of theweales and .41% of the females were seconid-order partners.
12% of the males and 18% of the female# were solitaries. Ohly %3% of the
second-order males and 6% of the second-order females chose the same card as
did their first-vrder partner in the. highest preference task.,

Ideally, the chfldren should have been tested alone, but it. 1§ my qpinioﬁ
that the degree of inhibition and withdraWal wotld have been so great that a
highly unreprefentative sample would have resulted,, consisting of those few
children who were not intimidated by the test and yho were willtng to take it
alone ( altogether 6 in Pangnirtung and 17 in Frobisher Bay).

Another problem in Pangnirtung concerned the 8 'year old group, most of
whom could not cope with the testing situation and could not discrimingte among
the cards, It was necessary to delete this age group from the sample, although
in Frobisher Bay the 8 year olds pérformed adequately. .

e
e e

5. Subjects were classifiéd as being at an advanced age-grade level if eyé"‘q
were more than 12 months younger than the average age of the children in that
grade in each settlement. If more than 12 months older than the mean age,

they were classified in a retarded age-grade level. This classification is
based on an index of performance in school developed by John and Irma Honigmann
( 1970) ;ﬁ a study of adaptatipn in the Western Arctic téwn of Inuvik.
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Contact-traditional roles ( female and nale). left to righz_—“;ou: tent yi(e,

skin vworker, seamstress, small game hunter, spear hunter, cirver,
fishermen . )
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¢ Transitional roles (,,f;ule). top tb bottom: housewife, post gffice clet‘K, .
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Figure S5S: Transitional roles ( male). top to bottom:
# construction worker, store clerk
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igure 6: Modern roles ( fevale). top to bottom: radio .nnouncék. nurse, secretary, teacher
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¥odern roles ( male). top to.bottom:
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