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L 8 The importance of u51ng existing local elementary

school ,facilities to benefit preschool children and their ,
;nelghborhoods forms the bagis for suggestions offered in this - - -
address. Comprehen51ve‘ch11d and- community development centersg can be_
created in the schools that would benefit the community by’ 1ncrea51ng
general concern for a hlgher quality living environment, and benefit
the children by preparing them for formal schooling. Elémentary
schools can become sponsors of hpme-based preschoQol- education

- programs through: (1) conducting parenting and outreach. classeg, (2)

coordinatlng health and welfare:programs by providing diagnostic

publi¢ héalth services ‘for preschoolers that wduld Pe concerned wlth L

child welfare,. nutrition, and the- early iderntification of .
.handicapping situations; and, (3) using existiwpg school library - .
facilities for lending books .and toys and conducting.clinics and &
Jearning semlnars. Reasons .for using a-home~based approach (as °
opposed to a center-based, ;approach) in promoting preschoolers!

development are ohtllned.fPotentlal gains for the 'children and-the -
.communlty are stated 1n both human .and economigq terms. (ED)
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: , I've noticed lately that many . comedians seem to be making°their S
ES o ‘
neighbors or their community the butt of many of their jokes ~— from the' : .
cup of sugar gag to B111 Cosby s creation of Fat Albert. This Ruzzles o
P A . R
) me. TI've always felt that to live in a close—knit neighbqrhood is an P
‘/‘n. . . & . ‘ " . .
enviab¥e situation —-Yone,'I m ry to say, that seems to be fading o Aa
. . v ° Sa B
P} . . © ! R . v N L4
.. from the American scene.- . o 3 T, ‘ & o
o ¥ ‘ ' ) .
Uﬁny Americans are top restiess, too driven by a sort of wanderlust
Te . ?
“to remain where their parents and graggparents settled ' Some stay but éme .
A b4 .
. in too much of a hurry to be neighborly - trying to juggle a full—time ¥ v

.* - job: with children, pets, and 18 holes of golf .Others have been nelghborlyf

. 1
L4 -
.

~ only “to become a: crime statistic. . L e '%. * Lol
ﬂtﬂi ) Let s get this country back into communitv life, get peop]e ack to
N
% _ helping one another. As pducators we.covld.do much towards accomplishing

C:::>-_this: Ve reach many people of all ages in. the neighborhoods our schools

-
-

neighborhood schools could become one of thf most important shapihg

<2£>” serve =- from the youﬁgest tot to parents and grandpatents."bmr T

LY

ety
1~'\ .
forces in our communities. today . . . .
= .y 1} ®eo .-
. 3 o
. RN ™ . , .
. — . B Joo
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* Prepared for afnual convention of the National, Associatiornsof Flementary -:
_ School ‘Principals; Minneapolis Ninnesota April 13 1975 10:30 A M,
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,closer psychologically. Mg mﬁ§t%make augréater effort to

- it 1s our asplration for pubiic education,’

- needs .., { education that will bring ocut the bést that is dn

. Across this country we have thousands of elementary schools. located

U

in centers of population -~ close to whexe people l1tve -- and reaghing
oh :
Lhese scﬁoels to ‘be close to

3

t

intc millions of homns every day. But fot it
7 .
the people gé/graphically isn't enough.
s 4

2

As I see it, they must come
. . . I’y

use our
{

neiéﬁborﬁ%og schools as a means of reaching our childreﬂ, Efmﬁakfng“the
® PR : . ‘ . \' ._\

3
N

dmerican dream of equality of opportuni;y.a.gealityb

s

Equa}ity of opportunity means education to meet individual

s ]

.
- KJ

everyonef,”. . that will give each student the opportunity to develop

his or her full pétential ‘as a human beith' That may sound trite,.bqt

* S

N
' Today's preschool children will become our elementary school students

B g - :
in a few/years. As educators we have zh enormous stake in-how these

children develop physically, emotionally, and-inteliectualiy.

I believe the evidence is now:overwhelming that the experience of

_ the fifst few months and years in a child's 1life determines, té éagreat_

‘extent, whethgr he orgshe will be gquipped,to enjéy and profit from.

’ vt

later=life. Pride and pleasure in %?1f’ abiliﬁy to relate to others,
) » R /\

7

. to reasom, to imagine - all‘these characteristies aré largely

egtablighed by the time the child comes through- the school door. N

or

Any 'loss in human ability by anyone affects all of us. The'lcss

°

of valuable human potent1al means millions of dollars in economic 1oss

~ .

and burdens all facets of soci@tx.

N N
. . 4.
-

°
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. Because of the wide acceptance of these facts, I haye been advocating T
" e 7
.a mew and exparded role for elementary schogls. Fvery one of your schools
' . should, ‘as 1 ‘see it function not cnly as ard institution of 1earning but

Ty K

also as a comprenensive child and community development center. We must

1mprove the auality of life for all preschool children. And the elementary
s -«
’ sc?éel Zflds the key to this Fssential goalj : . i
. it is a.curious tﬁing'to me that our education system hgs goti
: . s . R T
- d:signed a .program Ep help ﬁarengs ;éarnithe essential sk111§ offparEnting,

- : . N °

.

-~
i

7 S b &
» gome simple fdcts and easy- to master skills that can effectively influence

=

s ' a program to 7§zengthen the home ‘as anzeducationél influence. There are

2 .
the learning potential of .children. We nced to teach these facts and simp]e

o »

N bkillﬁ to parents, and this canw best he spcnsored by the elementary school.

Tvidence ghows that Ehg/m“st eFchtive schoola are thoue located in
1 kS

a neighborhood of stable homesg‘where kn@wledgeeble parents expose thgir

‘o
. < -
-

. children. tc constant encourageﬁent and pbsitive reinforcement. Instead

. of gminging our hands over the fact that low income and zlum neighborhoods

do nbtgproduce highly motivat@d children, why don”t'we~deve]op and ‘

iﬂplenent a policy to ctrengthen the parenting capac1tl@s and the %ﬂ
educational influenue of the home. in those neighborhoods?
4
o I vrge yo& to Jlook to the homeg, the day care centers, and the
. ' » - ‘ L4

neighborhoods. 1 urge you to consider how you might teach basic skills

to parents, solid éducation‘practices to day care centers. T urge you to
¢ ) s : 4 ‘
lead our neighborhoods to more concern for a highg;,quality environment.
o 4 N !
o o 4
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P > In urbmg ghetto, in small rural tgﬁﬁ, and iv affluent suburk, the
.t £ oelementé%iiachool would have a strategic ad§§nta§e in 1ts ability to
ﬂ':‘ . giséense services to the home, where the child cogld‘benefit from birth

-# Functioning as a comprehensive child developwent center, the

| _ |
‘« to agel Fiwe . . . ~ - g o . .]
|

. neighborhood schodl would deliver th@‘socﬁalﬁand rehabilitative services !
. _ » . |

|

offé?gd by State and Federal asglstance programs. Foth parent and child

ol « b

- could be reached through the school. Foth paremt‘aﬁa child could look . \
. o U ' b B \

.- to t%e school as a source-of inforration and assistance. Public: health s

=

N

. . , .
and velfare personnel would, under thie,cencept, coordinate their P

o

activities through the school a?d in harmony with the education program.
. . e ] R ) .
* # The neighborhood school could also funciion as d center for early

-
P

childhood develcpment by helping to strengthen the entire cbhild. Like

phys@pal, ewotional, and attitudinal development, the intellectual
d%vglopment of the total organism is preatly influenced by how the twig

is bent.
# Tn its rele as a child developpent center, thgﬁn@ighborhood school
B ;\)J .
could provide public, health services to preschoolers. I[.opular check-ups

9 3

to find wedical and dental problems as eaéﬁy as possible in the chfld"s
life mean better health and a happier 1ife. This service would of course

be particularly important in low incowe areas, where parents may lack
a : A . . E
o y 2 .
both. the knowledge and the financial means. Ry previding such &ervices
through the SChoolAwe could avoid costly duplication ff,facilities and
" 3

personnel. The child in the ghetto would get a better breal early in

as_a whole. Lo~

T UBYYS |

o ’ ¢ - . 1
l life, when it counts most For him and when it counts most for society
|
[
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. Actually, we already rave one program working towards this ‘end.

- ) i ) ) . Qﬁ = ) . X

It is I'PSDT ~- Fprﬁy and Perigdic fcreening, Niagnosis, and Treatment,
. e ’ o

This is a complex name for a sirple goal -- to provide hegter health -

care for needy children.,

Sore 13 hillion children are e]igibie fo%kﬁediééid -~ ch®ldren

. -~ . 2
we are able tc reach through the FPSDT program. The DPepartment of
. - _ ,

°

Pealth, ¥ducation, and Pelqgre's goal is to reach 2 million children by & v

the end of the fiscal year, but wmillicns more will still be waiti%g for

help. - ' R [ .

| Y | |
The FPSDT program is intended ¢ provide preventive services before

healtch proplems‘become chronic ‘and detrimental to the ]earning p%ocesé%
Wé hope to increase the chegnces of‘welfaré‘childreqﬁko become productive°
Wey%ers of sé&iety as adults and, as a result, to become independent of
Federal assistance programs.

.Vhat I propose is cooperaticn on FPSD@ at all 1e§els -~ Federal,
State, and lqcal.‘ There are many ways in&ividuai schools could become
involved in implemeétiﬂg FPSDT in association with couné& health aﬁd
welfare agencies. Fog exarmple, scﬁool staffs and facilities could be used
» for scree;iﬂg and testing.. Or schools could tap into exisging communication
qhaghels to inform parents and community agenciés‘about EPSDT. In any
case, inﬁegest aﬁd cooperation are two key words if/%e - all of us -

. toge¢ther —- are to implement the program successfully.

"Put’ to get back to some of the other things the child needs before

he enters scheool . . -

.f/

2

O
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o . Dr. Benjamin Bloom has talﬂ us- that each trait, each function that
.. ; o v»& gaild acquires can bg influenced for g;od or for ill by outside forces.
Qutside forces are continually.shaping the development of the ;hild
. ' ,thgoughoutaéariy life. Q%at'a chil&tleafﬁs;or does not learn in ﬁhé
0

formative yeara could easily ethance %r damage both knbwledge of self -
as person and Antaracﬁion wi%? others in later life.,.

- "~ "Por® example, vnngulary &%vglopment is vital to ﬂuch ox what a
! e .
s child will gub$equgnt1y learn. Vher he or she first starts to understand

[} . -

5 . . L ) .
o - @pokenawcrds, it is time. to positively reinforce this development. The

-
I - S &Y

© s
s experience should W@ rewarding, since ahility to communicate with

. " / .
& of <

o : othera can be formulated in the pres ch@ol yearsn Par@nts ofte? unwittingly

.

chi fd J

retard the child’s vocabulgry developmemt, but if they dre made aware of

the iﬁ%ortance of good hd%igs in the carliest speeqh-forﬂing yéars, this
- ‘ . Q ’ _ > .

I's

. S p=2ad
y

(This is one important but simple fact that parents of prmschoolexs
Ohould }earn from the outrcach and parent training program that cou1d be

offered by theﬂelementary school that has assuned the role of child

development center.) ' ,, . v

({The sﬁme concept applies to all éSpegts of the child's devélopnent.r

a
1

Persons in education and medicine "and in social and psychological services

need to help pareﬂts understand and encourage‘thé=Hevelopment of various
. ) P "
’ B goad tralts and fuﬁctions in their children, " v

o - I place emphasis here on helplng PARTNTS help elieir pre—achool

H 7

need nc(t occur . K : ' B

’ . chiildren because as T see it, there ig actually no
. ) .

’ - effective way to provide Phese vital-services.

i

- z}eaé}w

.
«§

other practlcals cost—~
1 .

Lo
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I strongly gupport the peighbbrhoodrelemeptary school as a sponsor
of home. based preschool education, Since a child spends more theh

. @ - -

~

- 95 parqent of the time during the first 5 years of life at hom&, what

[ s

Sl .
betﬁer place can therc be to inutill pouitive learning experiences?
\ .
‘The schools should assume responsibility for helping parents offer such

a progf&m in the home.

»

© If asked why I propone the h@ﬂes rather than the elementary school,

as the pluﬁe to develop the preschool child, I would angwer in the

following ceven ways: |

o

o
3

—

» "1, An ingtlturdlonalized preschbol approach would be enormously

cxpensive ond not very productive.

" 25 Elemcntary sehool nursery- TOgrams could reach the child
v : V v prog !

o
6 -

no wmore -than 2 h@ufs per day. .
7

3. Children @f 2 ond 3 years @f age are far too youmg and

< I

immature for public school, : J .
4, FEarly childhood education should begin no later than

¢ n
age 4 wonths. Needless to.gay, the school cannot offér

LY . Lo

nursery aCﬂOOl for chderen of this age.

5, The home would s¢ill have the child for 22 hours eacﬁ

week day plus 24 hours on aliaoth@r days when .school

9

. is not in session. : ’ . K o
3 ‘ . :
G. Parent responsibility for early childhood. teaching

might be at least partly abdicated to the schooi when -

it MUST be primarily the duty of the parents.

P
o

by ﬁ‘MD%




o 7

. ) . . 7 o oL ) ? . ‘ - .
7. There 1¢ more than a small chance that schools would do . . ,
» .o « ..
more harm than good by\§aking very small children away
B - 9 _ . - )

3
Al !

.
. ‘ ‘ |
from their mother's care at too early an age. - © . s ”._~i
/ - . l

1

E . . .
Cooperation betwéen thgoschool.and the home is just one possiﬁ}e way

- of expanding the neighbq;hood,school into a shaping force in the N

-

community. " = -

. - ° o
N

The neighborhood elementary school should train pérents“of pre?dhool U

children in other areas of edrly child development: Parenis should also )

recgivefa&vice{and assistance on the healgﬁ\and social agpects of child

development. This-will, of course, involve health and so&ial service

~ - .
agénc%és in working Qith school gystems. Q:
o . LAEEEN

The. neighborhood school child dgvelépment center should be alert

to severe cases of child abuse and ﬁalnutritién. It should be alert

S e e e RtE
children so that early attentibn can lessen theg§everity of limitation
' T
R 2 . o ' N
from' such handicaps. . 1
. ; - v R

for indicét%éns of physicai‘and/er.ﬁentai hahdicaps in very small .
* The néighborhood school library could become a source of

imforma;ipﬁ on ch%Id develobméﬁt to parents of preschoolers. qucatioﬁgl T e
.'Sn . 4 2 T .

‘toy lenddng libraries, clinics, and learning sefiinars could be housed

at tﬁq(school. With a decrease in the birth rate and‘with declining S
Kl (s o ’ ¢ i~ ‘ .
elementary school enroliment, some of- our schools already have the gpace
o . '
. to house these services.
' 3 . H

By placing emphagiszdn education, the school cémmunity and child =
developg?pt center would reach the mind of? both paremt and preschooler. v
- % ~ . : -
) b o / SRTRTRTI B
’ C e B ' o .

o . ¢ X b
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ES when the timing°is right, =0 that neglect and overaight ' ‘  J

) = ) * ﬁ_//::::"—df § \ /
‘. 0—2 ;
5 [N o ' T
. . o -9 =
of { . ! ) . ) o ‘ , ! ,
By placing emphasis on the home we would accrue the following six g .

oo °

advantages: - ° g

1. All the assiséa%ce'that parenéé fieed to develop the
[~ N f ’ .
wﬁole childwould be centered in 6ne ﬁlgce.
2. The houe ‘would be, strengghenad by pLacing reaponsibility
‘ O = . . T
where it gelongs. We would put our empha@ia_on each home

o

% . ) doing 4s much as possible for child ﬁevelopment with’®

assistamce when needeé¢‘§6m;the center. .

230 The child wou1d ‘be reached in the earliest months of life9

of needg would be kept to a minimum,

\ ' »

4, The pfopet working relationchip among parenﬁﬁ child and

-

school would be strengthened. * .

.
[N . ’ @
[} « ®

5. Less mon#y would be needed than 1o nee%gd with education, o R
healthgnénd social service ageghies working indéﬁendemtly | .“J///
ag, they do now. . - !

- 6. JYome based preschool,groorams with school assf@tance woulg\ o
. avoid placing the child in school before he or she is mature °
enough to leave the security of the home. It wpuld also
h provide a naturaljbridge for t@e.cﬁilé'to cross into | )
kindergaréen.- : ] ‘ T
The kind of conver@iom Iﬁhave been sugge@ting <= gurning the )
'n°ighb0fh0©d school into a community cei/er“—= could takc place in a
uC;OOl district wﬁe;é the school board and the county heéltn and welfafe Ox

-

‘ .
@ervicee hame“a copmon desire to work out th@.dmtails of cooperation.
4 o




i;fl don’t minimize ‘the importance of those details or the difficulties

o

in working them out, But.I am certain that the goal 1s one shared equally
by all thoselcomcerned with the growth and dynzmics of a neighborhoodfﬁ\
The potential gains in human and economic terms for the community are

huge. L.
s

o7 T believe America asks ?he most of you who are entrusted with
educating her young. Together wif% parents9 you must lay the

_ foundation ‘on which a child"skentire perception of formal education -

Pl

cand life ifself — is built. ‘ . .
- . e -

-
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