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PREFACE

Language variation, the main concern of dialectologists on the one
hand, and speech correctionists on the other, is now receiving widespread
attention, owing to pressures brought about largely as a result of changes
in societal structures and related modifications in American education.
The fact that it is a subject not only of high current interest, but also
of controversy as well, has caused a large outpouring of publication.

‘ It is the intention of this ERIC clearinghouse to bring recent

' information in this subject matter area to the notice of potential users.

| The abstracts presented in this collection are those which appeared in
Resources in Education during the period September 1973 through December

1974. They include entries from several of the ERIC clearinghouses;

namely, those on Adult Education (now merged into Career Education), Read-
ing and Communication Skills, Languages and Linguistics, Early Childhood
Education, Urban Education, Rural Education and Small Schools, and Teacher
Education. For convenience, an author index and a subject index are included.

We hope that this document reports on research which is varied and
broad enough to be useful to researchers, administrators, and teachers
alike.

A. Hood Roberts

Director

ERIC Clearinghouse on
Languages and Linguistics

iv




ED 075 716
Stein, Annette S.

AC 014 355

Analysis of Word Frequencies in the Spoken Lan-

guage of Adult Black tlliterates. Final Report.

State Univ. of New York, Buffalo. Dept. of Ele-
mentary and Remedial Education.

Spons Agency—National Center for Educational
Research and Development (DHEW/OE).
Waushington, D.C. Regional Research Program.

Bureau No—BR-1-B-018

Pub Date Sep 72

Grant—OEG-2-71-0018

Note~78p.

EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29

Descriptors—Adult  Basic  Education, *Adult
Literacy, *Basic Vocabulary, Disadvantaged

Groups, *Functional lliteracy,- Linguisucs,
*Negro Dialects, Oral Communication,
Rescarch Reviews (Publications), *Word Lists
Efforts to substantially reduce adult illiteracy in
the United States have been largely unsuccessful.
The purpose of this study was to obtain a basic
word list, based on oral vocabulary of adult black
illiterates in two urban centers, which could sub-
sequently he used to develop basic education
reading materials, reading tests, and a readability
formula. A sample of 263,727 words was ob-
tained from interviews with 128 Negro informants
enrolled in ABE clusses, representing a subset of
the total spoken vocubulary thiat can be used by
the population The resulting word list was ex-
amined for the cflect of geographic area (Butfalo
and Chicagoi, age and sex of informants. and
race and sex of interviewer. A group of ten infor-
mants was alvo interviewed a second time to
determine effect of change in stimulus questions.
Chi-square tests were used on the one thousand
most frequently used words; for the five variables
tested, no significant differences were found (.01
level). The effect of change in stimulus was sig-
nificant, with differcnces occurring in words of
lesser frequency. However. the vocabulary fist
based on 128 interviews is consudered a valid list
for the population sampled and can be used for
production of ABE matenals. { Author)

ED 075 813 CS 200 393
Cox, Adrienne Flore
The Receptiveness of Black Students to Dialects
Sometimes Different from Their Own.
Pub Date 7
Note—~156p.; Ed.D. Dissertation, Wayne State
University
Available from—University Microfilms, A Xerox
Company, Dissertation Copies, Post Office Box
1764, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 (Order No.
72-14,543 MF $4.00, Xerography $10.00)
Document Not Available from EDRS.
Descriptors—American  English, Caucasians,
*Childhood Attitudes, *Dialects, *Elementary
Grades, *Ethnic Groups. Native Speakers,
*Negro Attitudes, Racial Differences,” Racial
Factors
This study sought to determine (1) what at-
titudes biack children have at the primary level,
fifth grade, and cighth grade regarding dialects
sometimes different from their own, and (2) what
cues children use in identifying the race or ethnic
background of taped speakers. An audio tape was
made of thirteen speakers retelling Aesop’s Fa-
bles. The speakers were three black and four
white males, and three black and three white
females. After listening to these speakers of vari-
ous American dialects, the children answered a
questionnaire in which they identified the speaker
and the speaker’s race and/or ethnic background
by selecting photographs of the assumed speaker.
Personal interviews with six children from each
grade provided reasons for some of the selec-
tions. Included among the seventeen conclusions
that were drawn from the study were: that most
inner and outer city black children in the fifth
and eight grades did not compare their own vo-
ices to the speaker when evaluating the voices;
Jthat inner city children identified black speakers

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

more often than outer city children; and that
outer city fifth and eighth graders perceived their
voices as being different from those of white
speakers. (Author/DI)

ED 075 817

Claerbaut. David .

Black Jargon in White Americs.

Pub Date 72

Note—89p.

Available from—Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 255 Jefferson Ave.. SE., Grand Rapids,
Mich. 49502 ($1.95)

Document Not Available from EDRS. =

Descriptors—Alfrican American Studies, *Dic-
tionaries, *English, Negro Attitudes. *Negro
Culture, *Negro Dialects, *Negroes, Racial
Discrimination, Semantics
This book discusses the special jargon used by

black people in the United States. In the first twn

chapters the author, a white man, discuss.s his
personal experiences with the black community
in order to establish an argument for the need for
more awareness of what black jargon 1s and how
it is used. Chapter three proposes that standard
English should not be the only acceptable fan-
guage and suggests that if whites learned tnore
black jargon (and spoke it respectfully). race
relations might sec scme improvement. Chapter
four discusses some of the functions and possible
origins of selected examples of black jargor.. The
last section of the book is a dictionary providing
samples of black jurgon, with an emphasis on
terms used nationwide by urban blacks. The dic-
tionary is cross-referenced and provides parts of
speech for most of the words and phrases.
(Author/DI)

.CS 200 430

ED 075 818 CS 200 431

DeStefano, Johunna S.

Language, Society, and Education: A Profile of
Black English.

Pub Date 73

Note—1326p.

Available from—Charles A. Jones Publishing
Company, 4 Village Green, S. E., Worthington,
Ohio 43085 ($8.95 cloth)

 Document Not Available from EDRS.

Descriptors—*English Instruction, Linguistic Pat-
terns, Linguistic Theory, *Negro Dialects,
*Reading fnstruction. *Sociolinguistics, Stan-
dard Spoken Usage, *Teacher Attitudes, Tenl

ldentifiers—Black English
The selections in this book reflect a concern

for understanding urban ghetto vernicular and its
implications for teachers. Chapter one provides
preliminary information on Black English and an
ofientation to the linguistic viewpoint taken by
the remaining articles. Chapter two discusses the
social conditions under which Black English may
be spoken; these conditions are described from
anthropological and sociological viewpoints. The
parts of the chapter on verbal behavior describe
how and for what purposes Black English may be
used by ghetto blacks. The studies in chapter
three include systematic descriptions of the
phonology and syntax of Black English and social
variables which help determine the number of

Black English forms which are actually realized in

the speech of a black person. Chapter four deals

with the import of teachers' attitudes toward

Bluck English for ghetto black children’s educa-

tion, and the selections in chapters five and six

reflect an educational concern for the many ghet-
to black children who are apparently having fan-
guage and literacy problems. The concern rests
primarily with teaching “standard” English und
reading since the teaching of spelling and writing

# largely unexplored. Educational suzgestions

and applications based on the informed opinions

of linguists are also found in chapters five and
six. (HS)

ED 075 839 CS 200 497
Variation in Language: Language Curriculum V
{Grade Five]; Teacher’s Guide.
Oregon Univ., Eugene. Oregon Elementary En-
glish Project. :
Spons Agency—Office of Education (DHEW),
Washington, D.C. Bureau of Research.
Bureau No—BR-8-0143
Pub Date 71
Contract—QOEC-0-8-080143-3701
Note—61p
Available from—Accompanying reel-to-reel tapes
only available on loan by written request from
ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Commu-
nication Skills. NCTE, 1111 Kenyon Rd., Ur-
bana, lll. 61801, Attention Documents Coor-
dinator
EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
Descriptors—*Curriculum Guides, *Dialects, Ele-
mentary  Education, *English  Curriculum,
*Grade S, Language Programs, °*Language
Styles, Oral Communication, Regional Dialects,
Social Dialects, Sociolinguistics
Identifiers—Language Variety, *Oregon Elemen-
tary English Project
Part of the Oregon Elementary English Project,
this un": focuses on variation in language. Con-
sisting of fourteen individual lessons, the unit
begins with a series of lessons whose purpose is
to develop students’ ability to recognize ways in
which objects belonging to the same set may
diffcr. These lessons serve as preparation for ob-
serving the kinds of differences that exist among
dialects of the same language. The next few les-
sons observe natural differences in people that
are accepted without any value judgments at-
tached. This material dircctly leads to lessons in
regional dialect differences in pronunciation,
grammar, and vocabulary. The final group of les-
sons examine other reasnns for speech differences
(sex, occupation, age, and situation). The main
theme for the unit is that all these factors con-
tribute to lunguage variety, which is natural and
inevitable. Each lesson is accompanied by a state-
ment of purpose, additional goals, content,
preparation for the lesson, possible procedures,
and suggested activities. (Demonstration tupes dc-
company lessons 3, 6, and 10.) (See CS 200 482-
4;){2 and CS 200 498-499 for related documents.)
(HS)

ED 075 840 CS 200 498

Variation in Language: {Language Curriculum]
Level VI {Grade Six]; Teacher's Guide.

Oregon Univ., Eugene. Oregon Elementary En-
glish Preject.

Spons Agency—Office of Education (DHEW).
Wishington, D.C. Bureau of Research.

Bureau No—BR-8-(143

Pub Date 71

Contract—OEC-0-8.080143-3701

Note—-41p.

Available from-—Accompanying reel-to-reel tapes
only available on loan by written request from
ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Coinmu-
nication Skills, NCTE, 111t Kenyon Rd., Ur-
bana. lll. 61801, Attention Documents Coos-
dinator

EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29

Descriptors—Curriculum Guides, *Dialects, *Ele-
mentary Grades, *English Curriculuns, Grade
6, l.anguage Arts, Language Programs, Lan-
tuagc Styles, *Regionitl Dialects, *Teaching

juides

Identifiers -*Oregon Elementary English Project
Developed by the Oregon Elementary English

Project, this curriculum unit focuses on variations

in Janguage and consists of fourteen lessons. Sub-

jects discussed include (1) natural differences in
people, including speech; (2) environmental fac-
tors causing difterences in life styles; (3) dif-
fercnces in the English spoken by people in Aus-

tralia, England. and the United States, (4)

vocahulary differences according to region, sex,

and uge; and (5) geographical, historical, and en-




E

vironmental reasons for the development of di-
alect regions. Each lesson is accompanied by a

statement of its purpose, a content description,

suggested prucedures for teaching the lessons.
and pussible extensions to the lesson. Supplemen-
tary materials include three tapes illustrating di-
alect differences. (See CS 200 482-497 und CS
200 499 for related documents.) (HS)

ED 075 886 CS 500 262
Kramer, Cheris
Womnen's Speech: Separate But Unequal?
Pub Date Apr 73
Note—21p.; Paper presented at the Annaal Mcet-
ing of the International Communicition Assn.
(Montreal, Canada, April 25-28, 1973)
EDXS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
Descriptors—*Females. Individual  Charac-
teristics, Information Theory, Language Pat-
terny, Language Styles, *Linguistic Com-
petence, *Linguistic Perfurmance. *Oral Com-
munication, Research Needs, *Sex Differences
This paper considers the existing evidence of
systems of co-occurring. scx-linked, linguistic
signals in the United States. In the first section.
the type of research which has been done in lin-
guistic sex cuntrasts and then the rclevant materi-
al in "folk linguistics” are discussed. In addition,
a number of studics about the differences among
men and women in vocabulary and pronuncia-
tion, grammatical forms, retention and com-
prchension of oral messages, and compressed
speech are examined. Overall, these rescarch pro-
jects reveal conflicting results and inconsistent
findings which are interpreted s indicating that
the role of sex in communication has not been
clearly enough defined. In the second section, the
popular beliefs regarding  what  constitutes
wonien's speech--what is believed to be women's
specech and what people belicve it should be--are
examined. The fact that wonien as speakers have
been largely ignored by communications
rescarchers is stressed, and it is suggested that
popular belicfs cun be useful as bases for
research hypotheses. (LG)

ED 076 981
Rubrecht, August Weston
Regional Phonological Variants
Speech,
Pub Date 71
Note—270p.; Ph.D. Dissertation, The University
of Fiorida
Avatlable from --Univenity Microfilms, A Xcrox
Company, Dissertation Lopies, Post Office Box
1764, Ann Arbor, Michigan 4810¢ (Order No.
72-16.652, MFilm $4.00 Xerography $10.00)
Document Not Available from EDRS.
Descriptors—*Area Studies, *Distinctive Fea-
sures, Lunguage Patterns. Native Speakers.
Phonernes, Phonetic Analysis, *Phonulogical
Units. *Regional Dialects
Identificrs— *L.ouisiuna
Based on tape recorded conversations of 28 in-
formants i 18 Louisizna communitics, this study
investigated regionat phunological variznts in
Lowsiana speech. On the basis of scttlement his-
tory and previcus dialect studies, four reg:ons are
defined: nocthern Louisitana. the Florida Parishes,
French Louisiana, and New Orleans. The infor-
mants are ail native English speakers and range in
age itom 11 to 88 years and n educational ievel
from grammar to graduate school. Numcrically
the distnbution was weighted toward those 60
years or oider and those with relatively little for-
mal schooling. Discussion is turgely limited to
those scgmental phonemes which show significant
vanation. Mars are included for all stressed
vowel phonemes and for a few consonants. in the
absence of phonolugical distinctions, rorthern
Loutticna und the Florida Parishes are classed
together as Anglo Louisiana. Evidence indicates
that patteras of speech in French louisiuna have
not spread far outside it. on the other hand,
speeck i French Louisiana includes many fea-
tures charactenstiq of Anglo Louisiana. In several

in Louisiana

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

"CS 200 396

respects, the English of New Orleans follows the
usage of French Louisiana; in others, it is more
like Anglo Louisiana, Overall, phonological pat-
terns are highly complex and subject to numerous
exceptions. { Author/HS)

ED 076 989 CS 200 445

Shuy, Roger W., Ed.  Fasold, Rulph W., Kd.

Language Attitudes: Current Trends and
Prospects.

Pub Date 73

Note -201p.
Available from— Publications Dept., School of

Languages und  Linguistics, Georgetown
University, Washington, D. C. 20007 ($3.50
paper)

Document Not Available from EDRS,
Dcscriptors.—* Attitudes, *Bilingualism, Cultural
Factors, *Dialects, Dialect Studies, Language
Role, Negro Dilects, Nonstandard Dialects,
Second Language l.earning, *Sociolinguistics,
*Stereotypes, Teacher Attitudes
Subjective reactions to language (language at-
titudes, beliels, values, etc.) are the focus of this
monograph. Chapters inciude: (1) “Sociolin-
guistic Correlates of Speech Style in Quebec™ by
Alison d°'Anglejan and G. Richard Tucker; (2) *-
Some ‘Unexpected’ Reactions to Varions Amer-
ican-English Dialects” by Bruce Fraser; (3) At
titudes and Learning a Second Language™ by
Juhn Macnamara; (4) “A Preliminary Report on
a Study of the Linguistic Correlates of Raters’
Subjective Judgments of Non-Native English
Speech™ by Leslie A. Palmer: (5) “Subjective
Rcactions toward Accented Speech™ by Ellen
Bouchard Ryan; (6) “Anatomical and Cultural
Determinants of Male and Female Specch™ by
Jacqueline Sachs, Philip Licbcrman, and Donna
Erickson; (7) “Stercotyped Attitudes of Selected
English Dialcct Communities” by Roger Shuy and
Frederick Williams; (8) Language, Specch and
ldeology: A Conceptual Framework™ by David
M. Smith; (9) "Some Rescarch Notes on Dialcct
Attitudes and Stercotypes” by Frederick Wil-
liams; (10) " Attitudes toward Spanish and
Quechua in Bilingual Peru®’ by Wolfgang Wolck;
(11) "Objective and Subjective Parameters of
Language Assimilation among Second-Generation
Puerto Ricans in East Harlem™ by Walt Wolfram;
and (12) *“Teachers’ Attitudes toward Black and
Nonstandard English as Mcasured by the Lan-
g;l{usge Attitude Scale” by Orlando L. Taylor.
(HS)

ED 076 991 CS 200 447

McMillan, James B.

Annotated BibEography of Southera American
Engiish.

Pub Date 71

Note--173p.

Available from—University of Miami Press,
Drawer 9088, Coral Gables. Florida 33124
(37.95 cloth)

Document Not Availuble from EDRS.

Descriptors—*Amernican English, *Bibliographies.
Dictionaries, Figurative Language. Folk Cul-
ture, *Language Usage, Phoneties, Phonolugy,
*Regional Dialects. *Southern States, Syntax
This bibliography of Southcastern Amcrican

English includes writings that have appcared in

popular books, technicual treatise, language jour-

nals, porular magazines, specizl-interest periodi-
cals, student theses. and dissertations. The South
is defined as the area south of the Mason-Dixon

Line and the Ohio River westward to Arkansas

and East Texas The ten sections of the bibliog-

raphy nctude general studies; histonca! studies;
lexicon. phonology and phonctics, morphology
and syntax, placc namcs; personial and miscei-
lancous names, figurative language, exaggera.
tions, and word-play; Iterary dialect; and serual
bibliographies. Wnting: on folklore and literary

Ianguage are listerd only when related to dialect

study. Work< an forzign languages spoken in the

area are included only when they descrine foreign
larguage influence on Southern American En-

6

glish. Newspaper ard local magazine articles and
generai treauments of American Engiish which
discuss Southern American are excluded. An

index of authors and an index of journal
reviewers of books listed are  provided.
(Author/D1)

ED 077 259 FL 003 553

Pike, Kenncth !..
The Intonationr of Americun English.
Pub Datc 45
Note—~203p.; Twelfth Printing 1972
Available fromm—University of Michigan Press,
Ann Arbor. Mich. 48104 ($4.00)
D Not Available from EDRS.
Descriptors—*Amernican  Engtish, Applied  Lin-
guistics, Descriptive  Linguistics,  English
(Second Language), *Intonation, *Language
Patterns,  *Language  Rescurch,  Language
Rhythm, Phonemics, Phonetics, Phonology,
Rescarch Mcthodology, *Semantics, Sentence
Structure, Speech, Suprasegmentals. Syllables,
Tone Languages
The material in this book is the result of an in-
vestigation to determine how to teach English in-
tonation cffectiveiy and to find the smallest
number of patterns which cuuld be used as a
basis for initia} drills in the language. The book
presents a statement of he structure of the Fn-
glish intonation systeq in relation to the struc-
tural systems of stress, pause. and rhythn. The'
first section describes the procedure of the in-
vestigation, Section two discusses the relationuhip
between auditory and instrumental  analyses,
reviewing previous English and Amencan studies
and describing the use of auditory and instrumen-
tal techniques. The third section presents the
general characterisics of intonation--how it iy
constituted by scquences of pitches and accom-
panied by shades of meaning. Section four deals
with specific contours of American English and
provides a tentative statement of their meanings..
Section five discusses the utilization of intonation
in teaching, with emphasis on teaching English to
Latin Americans. Section six analyzes several
texts and demonstrates the proportionate number
of occurrences of intonatien contours. The final
section discusses the relationship of intonation to
specch as a whole. (VM)

ED 078383 : CS 000 607

Mathewson, Grover C.

Children’s Responses to Reading and Hearing
Standard English and Nonstandard Dialect Sto-
rivs: A Study of Evalustion and Comprehension.

Pub Date Mar 73

Note—11p.; Paper presented at the Annual Mcet-
ing of the American Educational Research
Assn. (New Orleans, February 25-March 1,
1973)

EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29

Descriptors—Dialects, *Dialect scwdies, Elcmen-
tary Grades, Grade 3, *Listening Comprchen-
sion, *Negro Dialects. Nonstandard Diaiccts,
Reading, *Rcading Comprchension, Reading
Intcrests,  Readin Muaterials,  *Reading
Research, Reading Skiils :

‘Fwo studies are discussed in this research re-

Bn. which was presented at the 1973 American
ucational Rescarch Association meeting. The

first study investigated whether black children

would evaluate Black English sclections more
favorably than standard English sclections and

whether favorable evaluation would lead o

greatcr comprehension of the Black English

selections. The subjects, 24 black and 24 white
third grude students, used a scven-point semantic
differential type scale to ratc the stories. The
results of the experiment showed that the black
children rated the Black inglish muterials as
worse, less correct, and harder to read than the

Standard English materials. The second study was

conducted in the same manner as the first. but an

auditory dimension was added by playing the sto-
rics on a tape recorder. The storwes were folk
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tales, and two more dialects were added, pidgin
from Hawaii and Cujun from Louimana. ‘The
findings indicated: (1) black children think that
listening to the Black English story versions is
better and more beautiful than white children do;
{2) black children's comprehension of the Black
English vemions is better than their comprchen-
sion of stories in the other dialects; and (3) there
was no difference between black and white chil-
dren in their comprehension of spoken Standard
English stories. (WR)

ED 078 416 CS 200 471

Allen, Diane H., Ed.

The Discovesry of English: NCTE 1971 Distin.
i Lectures,

National Council of Teachers of English, Urbana,
m

Pub Date 71

Note--99p.

Available from—The National Council of
Teachers of English, 1111 Kenyon Road, Ur-
bana, lilinvis 61801 (Stock No. 01358, $2.00
non-member, $1.80 member)

EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29

Descriptors—Attitudes, Child Language, Com-
position (Literary), Discovery Leaming, Ele-
mentary Schools, *English Instruction, *Essays,
*Language Arts, *Literary Criticism, Literature
Appreciation, Negro Literature, Standard
Spoken Usage, Teaching Techniques

Identifiers—*National Council of Teachers of En-
glish, NCTE
This book discusses new developments in the

discipline of English. It contains six essays. In

*The Ghetto of the Negro Novel: A Theme with

Variations,” Blyden Jackson explores why the

setting of the Negro novel is in the city ghetto

rather than in the rurad Southland. Albert

Marckwardt investigates the concept of *'standard

English™ in both its linguistic and its sociological

dimensions. In **Rhetoric: How Do You Carve an

Elephant?”’ Robert Gorrell reveals a positive ap-

proach to instruction in composition that replaces

teaching negative rules and drilling on usage with
teaching “Understanding,” an  understanding
solidly based in the art of rhetoric. Arthur East-
man lcads his audience to discover with him *-
more things” revealed through literature, in this
case through Hamlet's discovery of his kinship
with humanity. In **The Reunion of Historical and

Literary Study.” David Fowler urges the reader

to look beyond a narrow interpretation and frag-

mented view of the discipline of English to “a

new integrated vision and a new vitality'" that

reunite historical and literary study. William Iver-
son urges the reader to accept the challenge and
privilege of guiding children in the process uf
defining themselves through language. (This

!g;':umem previously announced as ED (54 189.)
TK)

ED 078 421 CS 200 527
Golub, Lester S.
What Can the English Teacher Do with Dialects.
Pub Date [73]
Note—1&p ; Unpublished study
EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
Descriptors—*American English, *Diafects, En-
glish, High School Students, Junior High
School Students, Language Classification, Lan-
guake Patierns, Language Usage, Native
Speakers. Regional Dialects, *Secondary Edu-
cation, *Standard Spoken Usage, *Teaching
CGuides
The junior high and senior High schoo! English
teacher should not judge dialect speakers as in.
ferior 10 speakers of standard English but should
rather be concermed with teaching his students
the power and use of dialects. At the same time,
he should capitalize on the students’ diafect skills
to teach them standard English skills. Teaching
Activities which further these aims are: (1)
teaching the distinctions among language, dialect,
and idiolect (the personal use of Language); (2)

exploring the uses of dialect in literatire; (3)
training students to develop their own linguistic
atlas of their area, city, or state; (4) teaching the
history of the English language; (5) conducting
language mediation exercises to classify and
study--without prescriptive judgments~the di-
alects of members of the class; and (6) using per-
sonal language charts, work charts, narrative
charts, and language skill charts. Through such
activities as these, students from different ethnic
groups and races can use dialect study to
profitably lsam about each other’s heritages. (DI)
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Habits, Standard Spoken Usage

Two lower socioeconomic groups (one black
and one white) from the inner city and & third
group of white children from a middle
socioeconomic suburban area of Chicago were
studied to delincate and compare the usage of
selected language structures among children of
different social and ethnic backgrounds. Usage of
each of the test structures was assessed on each
of three speech elicitation tasks--spontaneous
speech, structured open-ended responses, and
sentence fepetition. Phonological structures were
assessed on a fourth task. single word picture
naming. The findings revealed (1) the copula,
single negative transpositions, and tvocalic
consonant clusters were used in a simlar way by
both black and white low socioeconomic children
that differed from the pattern of usage evidenced
by the middie socioeconomic white children; (2)
nonstandard performance on the postvocalic /1/,
postvocalic /1/, morphological “'s™ markers, and
certain negative constructions was found to be
unique to the low suciveconomic black children;
and (3) test structure usage was generally con-
sistent across the different modes speech
elicitation for the three groups, except for a
higher incidence of grammatical-syntactic trans-
positions by the black group on more spuntane-
ous clicitation modes. In addition, sentence
repetition procedures were found to be a more
powerful tool for displaying dialect forms. (HOD)
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Studies of the Comprebension of Black English.
Pub Date May 73
Note-~255p.; Ph.D. Dissertation, University of
Texas at Austin
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Descriptors—College Students, *Comprehension
*Dialect Studies, Language Skills, Linguistics,
*Negro Dialects, Negroes, Rating Scales,
S h, Speech Skills, *Standard Spoken
sage, Suprasegmentals, * Word Recognition
Identifiers—Bidialectalism, Segmentals
The comprehemsion perfor of Standard
English (SE) and Black English (BE) speakers as-
sociated with language materials distinguished by
segmental and suprasegmental features of black
dialect was investigated. Also asessed was the
nature of comprehension improvement on these
materials by SE speakers who had been syste-
matically exposed to black peer speech. Lan.
guage materials consisted of tape-recorded narra-
tive pasages by black bidialectal speakers in four
dialect conditions: SE segmentals and supraseg-
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mentals; BE segmentals and SE Suprasegmentals;
SE segmentals and BE suprascgmentals; and BE
sigmentals and su; tals. Results indicated
(1) both SE and BE listener groups perceived the
materials as representative of three dialect condi-
tions; (2) BE listeners judged messages charac-
terized by BE features significantly more com-
prehensible than did SE listeners; (3) the com-
prehension performance of SE speakers who
received dialect training (SET) was approximate-
ly equal across the four diulect conditions; (4)
the comprehension performance of SE speakers
who listened to SE speech deteriorated in dialect
conditions characterized by features of BE; and
(5) SET error scores on word recognition were
less than those of subjects without dialect training
in dialect conditions characterized by features of
BE. (Author/HOD)
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dence Problems upen Reading Comprehension
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Pub Date 72
Note—149p.; Ph.D. Dissertation, The University
of Alabama
Available from—University Microfilms, A Xerox
Company, Dissertation Copies, Post Office Box
1764, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 (Order No.
73-8048, MFilm $4.00, Xerography $10.00)
Document Neot Available frem EDRS.
Descriptors—Elementary Education, Grade S,
Grade 6, Grade 7, *Negro Students, *Nonstan-
dard Dialects, Oral Reading, *Phoneme
Graph Correspondence, Reading, *Reading
Comprehension, *Recading Research, Reading
Skills, Sex Differences, Silent Reading
This study attempted to determine the extent
to which phonemic-graphemic correspondence
problems adversely affect reading comprehension
among black children who are nonstandard
speakers of English. An instrument requiring both
silent and oral reading was devised by the in-
vestigator to test the effects of phonemic-
graphemic correspondence problems upon the
reading comprehension of a group of 60 black
children, randomly selected from grades five, six,
and seven. Twenty students were sclected on
cach of the three grade levels, and there was an
equal number of males and females on each level.
The test was administered individually to each
child and the entire session, in cach instance, was
taped for the purpose of recording responses to
the investigator’s questions. The pronunciations
of the problem-words were recorded for purposss
of phonetic transcription. The findings indicated
that neither sex nor age was a statistically signifi-
cant factor in determining ability to distinguish
problem phonemic-graphemic correspondences.
The findings also indicated that a significant rela-
tionship did exist between students’ abilities to
distinguish problem phonemic-graphemic cor-
respondences in silent and in oral reading.
(Author/WR)

ED 079 695 CS 000 647

Deffenbaugh, Sue A.

Study of Lenguage Competency of Black, Inner-

. City High, Average end Low Readers.

Pub Date Feb 73
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Descriptors—*Elementary  Grades, *Grammar,
Language Patterns, Language Usage,
Morphology (Languages), *Negro Dialects,
Negro Youth, *Nonstandard Dialects, *Read-
ing Achievement, Standard Spoken Usage,
Urban Language
This study cxplored whether statistically signifi-

cant differences cxist between the (1) grammati-
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“cal structures produced by high, average, and low
black, inner-city clementary readers as measured
by a language competency task; and (2) whether
statistically significant interactions occur between
reading achievement levels and the age of the
child, the sex of the child, and measures of gram-
matical structures in a language competency task.
Interviews were conducted with 87 black, inner-
city children, ages nine through thirteen, in non-
graded classrooms. Some of the findings were
that (1) the great majority of the subjects’ errors
corresponded to black dialect grammatical fea-
tures; (2) the high readers consistently made
fewer errors than the average or poor readers;
(3) in all groups there were some subjects who
did poorly; (4) ali measures of the abiiity to for-
mulate Standard English morphological structures
showed significant differences among the three
levels of reading achievement; and (5) the ability
to produce Standard English grammatical con-
structions on demand is highly related to reading
achievement level and may predict reading
achievement. (DI1)
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glish, Reading Instruction, *Reading Materials,
Written Language
In an effort to resolve some of the probl of
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test the students’ hnowlicdge of fifteen inflectional
endings (inciuding the allomorphs of the regular
plural, singular posscssive and third person singu-
lar present, absence of the plural possessive, and
the comparative and supcriative endings) and
four dcrivationai endings (-er, -ness, -less, and -
able). Results found (1) grade diffcrences on 18
out of {9 cndings except for the singular posses-
sive allomorph, (2) racial diffcrences on all
endings, (3) differences in levels of application
on 17 out of 19 cndings cxcept for the compara-
tive and superlative morphemes; significunt in-
teraction beiween (4) grade and race on &
endings. (5) grade and level of application on 3
endings. (6) race and lcvel of application on 11
erdings; and signiticant triple interaction among
(7) grade, race, and Icvel of application on 7
endings. It was conciuded that both white and
Negro children enter school without a mastery of
th coramon forms of Englisit morphology. Both
groups increase in their ability to usc thesc
endings, but the white become proficient carlicr.
The differences on level of application indicate
that in most cdses these students were not able to
transfer marphological rules from familiar to
novel situations. ( Author/HOD)
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ton, D.C. 20036 ($6.50 paper)

widespread reading failure, this report in-
vestigated the way in which the language of
inner-city black first graders correspoaded to the
language of beginning reading texts and whether
or not dialect features occurred consistently in
the children’s speech. Twenty first grade black
children were invited to select one or more pic-
ture books from a display and tell stories sug-
gested by the illustrations. These stories served as
the data base from which the language of books
normally used as reading texts ("Now We Read,”
*“in the City,” and "Ready to Roli") was
analyzed. Results indicated poor correspondences
between words used in beginning reading instruc-
tional materials and those which are familiar to
beginning readers. Clearly the children’s orai lan.
guage is more complex than that used in the
books. Furthermore, the children were not con-
sistently speakers of Black English--many of them
produced Standard English equivalents for the di-
alect forms which have been reported by lin-
guistics., suggesting that dialect by itseif is not
likely to present serious difficulties in beginning
reading instruction. (HOD)
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fdentuficrs--*Rule Apphcation
Morphological  fcatures 1n  the spcech of

Southern white and Necgro students at four grade

levels were studied by an instrument designed to
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The English language is not a monolsthic entity
but an amalgam of many different vaneties that
can bc associated respectively with groups of
spcakers, with individuais, and with the occasion.
Among such varieties are slang, regional and
class dislects, the language of children, and the
language used by public speakers, journabsts,
lawycers, scicntists, and advertisers. Contributing
to these varictics are dialects, idiolecets. registers,
slang, usage, and the changing naturc of our lan-
guage. A number of changes in pronunciation,
vocabulary, and syntax are currently taking place
and are thus constantly creating new varieties of
English. (HOD)
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Descriptors— Activism, *Definitons, Economics,
Federal Goverminent. Femimism, *Language
Role, Mass Media, Negroes, Politics,
*Propaganda, Publicize, *Scmantics, Violence,
Youth
“Weasel werds™--acwly niinted phrases and

words or novel interpretations of old words which

may be ‘intentional  siants, distortions, and
outright comnages mspced by a purpose of protit,
propaganda, or, at the very lcast, personal or in-.
stitutional prestige’ are exposed as they appear in
the language of violence, dissent, the right, the
left, the middle, the Pcntagon, Madison Avenue,
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Linguistics, Dialect Studies, Gullah, Linguistic

Pattemms, *Linguistic Theory, *Negro Dialects,

*Speech Habits

Exploring the issue of black and white speech
differences, the articles reprinted in this antholo-
gy span several decades and are to be viewed in e
historical perspective. Tumer (1948) examines
Gullah, the creole language spoken off the coast
of South Carolina. McDavid and McDavid
(1951) attempt to identify .the different in-
fluences on the speech of blacks. Both of these
articles represent some of the early attempts to
bring out the problems of dealing with black-
white speech relations. When the issues were
raised again in the middle 1960s, they were ac-
companied by such articles as Bery! Bailey's ex-
amination of the black speech used in **The Cool
World"” in relation to the typological charac-
teristics of the Caribbean creole language. The
two articles written by Stewart further develop
the hypothesis that black speech has developed
from a creole origin. Dalby in his article postu-
lates that varieties of Black English are evident in
various parts of the world today, and Black
American English is but one of the varieties
which fits into this continuum. Davis, on the
other hand, questions the validity of the conclu-
sions concerning a creole origin for.black speech.
Finally, Wolfram concludes that there are speech
differences between white and black children, but
that they are not significant enough to warrant
colling Black English a “different language.”
(HOD)
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and dcmia. The populanty of catch-phrases,

from such harmiess offerings as “Try it, you'li

like it"” to more insidious, slanderous name-
calling, such as sexist,” ‘‘racist,”” “"Communist,”

*Middlc Amcrican,” and "liberal,”” are cxamined.

By cxploring the aesthetics. derivations. and

present connotations of words, the author keeps

tabs on our languagce as it develops, showing how
every facet of our socicty resorts to double-talk.

(MF)
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Figuraive Lunguuge, Folk Culture, Music,
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Oral tradition, both rural and urban, forms an

infrgstructure for this anthology, which prescnts

seicctions of hlack poctry with an emphasis on
the poetry of the sixties. Based on the thesis that
the new black poetry’s main refcrents are olack
spcech and black music, the anthology includes
cxumples from the orsl tradion of folk sermon,
spirituals. blues, ballad. and rap. An exteasive in.
troduction explores thc many forms uscd by
black poets, with comments on what is black in
the poctry in tesms not only of theme and fidefity
to the black cxpericnce in America, but in terms
of structare &5 weli. Biographical notes on tuc
contnibuting poets are appended to the anthology.
(MF)
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Communication problems within an urban
socicty are those of communication from the pco-
ple to the city, communication from the city
government to the pcople, and interpersonal in-
teraction among the pcople. Communication to
the city from the pcople has often taken the form
of protests, occasionally leading to riots. The in-
terpersonal communicator from the city to the
people is usually the policeman. The problem
with interpersonal relationships among the pecople
themselves involves differences in language usage,
especially among low-income groups. There is
great nced for speech communication research in
this arca, espccially in order to determine
whether or not language training in the schools
can help end the difficulties that urban people
have in interacting on a personal basis. (RM)

ED 080 011 FL 004 286
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Pub Date 28 Apr 73 )
Note—23p.; Paper presented at the Symposium
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alects, Nonstandard Dialects,  Pidgins,
*Research Mecthodology. Social Dialects,
Sociolinguistics, Surface Structure, Synchronic
Linguistics, Verbs
This paper focuses on the two main schools of
thought concerning the structure of Black English
and its relationship to other dialects. One ap-
proach is that of the social dialectologists who
claim that Black English shares features and
origins of white non-standard Southern speech,
the frequency with which specific features occur
in actual speech constitutes the dialect dil-
ferences. On the other side, the Creolists contend
that Black English can bc traced to pidgin and
creole-bascd systems originating in coastal West
African languages; the deep structural differences
in Black English represent underlying vestiges of
its West Afncan origin. These two viewpoints are
considered in their analysis of the verb system of
Black English, specifically with rcspeet to the
verb "‘be’ and to verb agreement and aspect. The
social and educational implications of these theo-
ries are also discussed. (VM)
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Grammar, Pronunciation, *Regional Dialects,

Speech Habits, Vocabulary
Wentifiers—*Linguistic Atlas of the United States

Project

The 25 communities that were chosen for the
indiana portion of the Linguistic Atlaus of the
United States project were sclected in part to
provide coverage of an arca but in some in-
stances because of their carly settlement, location
on a migration route, or geographical featurecs.
Data were collectcd by means of a questionnaire
which contained several hundred items carcfully
selected to draw out fcatures of vocabulary,
pronunciation, and grammar as the ficldworker
engaged the informant in easy and natural con-
versation. These “wotksheets™ are periodically
seviscd and reflect new items as well as the
passing away of others. Not only were responses
transcribed phonctically on the spot but inter-
views were also tape-recorded to insure phonetie
accuracy. Informants were natives of their com-
munity and representative of particular social and
age groups within that community--ncarly half
were cither high school or college educated,
providing a considerublc body of information
concerning differunces in folk, common, and cul-
tivated speech. Chapters are divided by the
historical context of Hoosier speech, the dialect
arcas of Indiana, some aspects of the speech of
ysung informants, and somc comments on the'
pronunciaticn of English in Indiana. Appcnded
are scveral dialect maps of Indiana. (HOD)

ED 081 253
Key, Mary Riichic
Black English: A Selected Bihliugraphy.
Pub Datc [72])
Note—24p.
EDRS Price MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29
Descriptors——American English, *Bihliopraphies.
Curriculum, Dialect Studics, *Educational
Problems, Folk Culture, Glossaries, Guliah,
Language Development, *Language Instruc-
tion, °*Language Rescarch, language Role,
Language Usage, *Ncgro Dialects, Nonverbal
Communication, Verbal Communication,
Vocabulary, Word Lists
This hibliography lists approximately 200 books
and articles on the subject of Black English for
practical use by studeats interested in linguistic
analysis and by educators. The listing 15 divided
into seven sections: L.unguistic Analysis--Lin-
guistics and Culture; Lexicons, Word L.ists, Glos-
saries; Vocabularics; Yerbal Art; Nonverbal Com-
munication; Gullah and the History of Black En-
glish: Lducation, and Curriculum. In her in-
troductory rcmarks, the author describes her fa-
tionale for selection of materials; works present-
ing a negative attitude toward Black English have
not been included. (VM)
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Identifiers—Chomsky (Noam), Halle (Morris)
This paper proposcs a set of underlying vowels,

alternate to those of Chomsky and Halle, to uc-

count for vowel aiternations. This phonctic

representational system, which 1s to a degree an

extension of Chemsky's and  Halic's  basic

framcwork, is demeastrated in the Luxing Rule

and the Vowel Alternation Rule for ali vowel

J
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variables. An appendix contains a summary of
rules; a bibliography of references is also in-
cluded. Rescarch was supported by a grant from
the Office of Education, Department of Health,
Education, and Weifare to PALI (Pucific and
Asian Linguistics lustitute) of the University of
Hawaii. (DD)
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fdentificrs—Syntactic Elaboratio
This study was designed to investigate the as-

sumption that young, iower-class black children
have laniuage deficits based on the use of u
restnicted (as opposcd to an claborated) syntactic
code. The speczh of 69 black, lower-class and 20
white. middie-class 4 1/2-year olds was com-
pated. Specch samples were elicited through
semistructured picture interviews, which were
tape recorded. Two types of syntactic units, werb-
compivment units and noun phrases, were
sclected for analysis. Each unit was coded with
respect to features describing internal structure,
grammatical function, and context in the inter-
view. Coding reliability was reported to be at
least 90% accurate in all cases. Results indicated
that the total number of units produced by an
average suhject was quite similar for both groups.
Elaborative elements added to a verb-comple-
ment (cxpansion units) were analyzed, and there
was vistually no difference (in relative frequency)
between the two groups. Expanded units were
further studicd for nine variables, only three of
which  were  significantly  diffcrent  between
groups, with onc difference favoring the lower-
class children. Deletions of hasic constituents of
scntences were analyzed, and the data showed lit-
tlec or no sclationship to the elaboration deficit
hypothesis. It was concluded that this hypothesis
is not empiricaily supportcd. (DP)
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Identifiers—Gloriz and David Beginning English
Test
Numerons investigations of the rclationship of

oral language skills to the acquisition of reading

show that the nonstandard language of the child

accounts, at lcast in part, for classroom failure,

Even a teacher who is well infurmed absut the
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‘waturc of nonstandard languagc and its rclatioa-
ship to reading and acadcmic success requires a
valtd oral lunguage test nstrument to cvaluate his
students and plan accordingly. One test which has
oeen used succcssfully with over 1,500 students
from different cultural and ethnic background
throughout the Unitcd States is the " Gloria and
David Beginning English Test Six.”” This sentence
repctition test has been found highly retiable for

cvaluating language in terms of language.

dominance (Standard English, Necgro Nonstan-
dard English, or Spanish); and Standurd Amer-
ican  English  comprehension,  production,
phonology, infiections and syntax. The purpose of
this study was to determine if S0 tapcs are
required to adequatcly train somconc to use the
test. The rescarch design involved esaluating the
oral languagc performance of ten black children
at three different times and corrclating these
ratings with the mean ratings of 5 linguistic ex-
perts. Since the author of the test felt SO tapes
would be required to truin one teacher, the study

was constsuc. .d around this number.
(Author/IM)
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Verbal Comm unication
Repurted here is the work of two linguists, Wil-

'am Lzbov and Paul Cohen. and of two black

researchers who Ynow the culture of the inuer

city, Clarence Rebins and John Lewis. Together
thcy explere certain aspects of Black Fnglish ver-
nacutar {BFV) and certain political and cultural
aspects of the biuck community. Part | (chapters

1-4) deals with the prammar and the sound

system of BEV, e.pccially the arca where the two

systems interact. Part 2 (chapters 5-7) examines
thc vernacular in its social setting. locwng
diiectly at the relations between the soctal system

and the vernacular culture. Part 3 (chapters 8.9)

contairs twn studies of the vernacular culture it.

scif-wthe institution of ritual insults and personal
narrative. (FH90)
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guage Arts, Mutual Intelligihility, S2mantics,
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Identifiers— Flementary Secondary Education Act
Trtle 1L, ESEA Title 1L N
Bascd on the belief that the most appropriate

focus of a languagc arts curniculum is the process

and contcnt of commumcation, these several

unipacs (instructional packets) explore some e«-

sential elements of communication which should

be incorporated into a curricular theory: (1Y ab-

straction , which is the assertion that words may

.be clussified as relatively abstract or concrete,

(2) »>tatements in context--reports, infercnces,
and judgments; (3) symbols (words) and
referents, (4) denotative and connotative mean-
ing; (5) the uppropriatencss of communication,
which can affect the effcctivencss of a message,
(6) lunguage change as a result of time, geog-
raphy, and culturc; (7) dialects, which show
variation in pronunciation, vocabulary, and syn-
tax. and (8) form and media--form hcing the
physical and literary framework in which a
message appears and media representing the car-
nier of a message {rom sender to rcceiver. Actwvi-
ties and situations are presented in each instruc-
tional packet to help conceptualize the various
communicative elements. (HOD)
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Intended for use with students who have just
become aware of dialect variations, this book ad-
dresses dialects of American English. Chapters in-
clude an introduction to dialect study, discussiona
of colonial English, Eastern sttlement, Eastern
words, Eastern pronunciation, Eastern grammar,
the Westward movement, an analysis of sectional
atlas studies (the Great Lakes area, the Upper
Middle West, Texas, Colorado, northern and
southern sections of other Rocky Mountain arcas,
California, and the Pacific Northwest), and the
future of American dialect studies. Dialect maps
and » sclected bibliography on regional dialect
variation are provided. (HOD)
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*Nonstandard Dialects, Pronouns, Regional Di-
alects, Research Mcthodology, School Integra.
tion, Social Dialects, *Social Distribution, So-
cial Status, *Syntax, Verbs
tdentifiers— *Norfolk, Virginia
Kt is the intent of this Master’s Thesis to
describe the nonstandard morphology and syntax
of a representative sample cf children in the Nor-
folk City schools. Thc description is organized ac-
cording to the linguistic patterning of nonstan-
dard Enghsh featurcs and their social and ethnic
distribution, The speech of both white and Negro
children is considered in the interest of clarfying
the question of cthnic stratification of dialect fea-
tures. The research mecthodulugy is described,
and a discussion of isolated features follows; such
features include the zero-cophila, invarant “be,”
third person singular present (cnse verbs, past
forms of the verb, negation, plurat formation,
pronouns, and questions. Tihe study concludes
with imphcations for future research and
pedagogical considerations. The distribution pat-
terns that emerge finm the study indicate that
most ron.tandard features occur in Norfolk in
the spccch of whites as weil as of Negrocs. The
dialert va.iations cecri to be regwnal rather than
social, The appendies inctude 1t.e data collection
forms and the disice: study quostiornaire used in
the rescarch. (Authar/¥M)
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Influences, *Sociolinguistics
fdentitiers— *Speech ldentification
The first of two experiments conducted in
Detroit investigated the relationship between
class and ethnic membership und identification of
class and ethnicity: the role age and sex of
respondent play in accurucy of speuker identiticu-
tion: and attitudes toward various socioethnic
speech patterns. The second study was concerned
with the attitudes of employers and potential em-
ployees towurd various speech patterns. The
evidence from the first study made it clear that in
Detroit, regardless of the age, ruce. sex or
sociveconomic  status  of the listener, Neero
identity of tuped speakers could be made ac 4
rately from a minimum of 74.4% t0 a4 maximum
of 36.2% ot the time, It was also significant that
fower sciveconomic status was more accurately
identified. The use of the semantic differential
scale was also noted to compensate tor the
pencral inarticuluteness of the public in evaluat-
ing speech. The second study indicated that em-
ployers do judge poteotial employces on the basis
ot speech. As it relates to possible job opportusi-
ties, however. the employers consistently rated
the speech as appropriate for lower level jobs
than the actual employment level of the speaher
tn addition, teenagers seemed to correlate the
cencept of “successful” ind “tacceptable” specch
with upportunity. (HOD)
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Based on research conducted in Oukland,

California, between 1965 und 1967, this dissertu-
tien explores rome aspects of language behavior
in a black working-cinss community, Chapter 1
deals with selected features of the code which
senve to differedtiate the speech community fromn
others and compares the findings of the present
study with those of rescarchers in other geo-
graphical arcas. In chapter 2, the folk labels for
some phonolugical, grammatical, and laxical vari-
ants are discussed in conjunction with attiyudes
toward these -artaats. Chapter 3 deals with the
cthnograpiic description of several speech acts:
signifying, marking, and soud-tatking, Conelusions
are then proided, references are cited, und the
distribution of finte forms of “b=" in a speech
sample and samples of Black Enghsh sentences
edited by four teenage nauve spcakers are 2p-
pended. (Author/HOD)
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Black English, the particular variation of the
English language used by many American
Negroes, is frequently condemned as inferior to
standard English by arbiters of language usage,
but many Negroes find the structures and style of
black English satistactory for thewr communica-
tion needs. Black English is the result of a com-
plex, developmental history, emerging from the
primasily verbal intercommunication prevalent in
the early culture of Enghsh-speaking Negroes.
Because of its historv and its usefulness, black
Englich has earned a legitimate place in the
American culture and cducational system. The
author argues that since black English is the
usaee most frequently practiced by the largest ra-
cial miaority group in the United States and since
't has a consistent linguistic structure, such lan-
guage usage can no longer be ignored n
academic studies of American language or in the
curncula of American schools. (CH)
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Uu;e-. *Linguistics, Litcrary Styles, *Social

Behavior, Social Influences

Concerned with language as a form of social
experience, .his book considers fanguage, English
in particular, as an element in the pattern of daily
life, as a form of contract between individuals
and society, as the object and instrument of so-
cial judgments, as a historical testament to the
continuity of human culture, and as the medium
of literary art. Chapters include discussions of
how language and the social environment are
governed by conventions of usage; [factors
governing communication between persons; the
game-resembling quality of interlocutory lan-
guage; how an individual must learn in his lan-
guage-behavior to make concord between seif-as-
sertion and what the community demands of him;
how language provokes the classifying judgmcents
and prejudices that arc called forth by any other
form of social behavior but with peculiar im-
mediacy and force, language growth and language
change; and literary languagc--the ways in which
written language can be used for utilitarian ends
or for pleasure. The book concludes with a
chapter on our experience of ianguage, Appen-
dixes provide a list of phonctic symbols and ter-
minofogy, specimens of English (1014-1970), and
a select bibliography. (HOD)
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The purpose of this study was to make and
compare recommendations for developing oral
language facili.v in children pre-K through grade
three. Three sources were investigated: sclected
writers in the ficld of reading, curricula sent by
32 Suate Departments of Education, and pertinent
FRIC. matcrials,. Recommendations dealt with
education in general, the needa of the child, the
role of adults, actual piocedures, and methods of
evaluation. The following conclusions were
reached in the three source aieas: children should
begin format training in oral language carlier,
classrooms should be arranged flexibly to permit
a maximum of spcech activities, and instruction
should ©e individualized. Oral language training
should be an integral part of all schunl suhjects.
The child is dependent on parents, teachers, ana
other adults for models of .pecch, for informa-
tion, and to help expand his knowledgc and use

of langrage. The teacher must be a model off

standard dialect for the <hild, and before the
teacher can teach the child standard dialect, he
must uiderstand the child’s home dialect. Criteria
for judging oral performance 1n the classroom
should be established cooperatively by the
teecher and the chiidren. (Authcr/RB)
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This study examined whether dialect
background interferes with the comprehension of
school material due to structural and phonologi-
cal differences and whether reading or listening is
a more efficient mode for presentation of school
material. The population of 304 black male
adolesccnts was rfandomly assigned to four
groups, and seven passages of school-related
material were presented to each group in one of
four methods: read in standard English, read in
Negro dialcct printed in standard English orthog-
raphy, listen in standard English, and listen in
Nczro dialect. Multiple-choice ques ions in stan-
dard English form were asked all groups, in print
for the two reading groups, and orally with the
answers also presented in print for the two listen-
ing groups. No significant difference in com-
prchension performance was found between the
dialect and standard English groups or betwcen
the reading and histening groups. Implications for
further research include the need for dialect stu-
dics 1n expressive English and with younger chil-
dren and the need for questicning the legitimacy
of testing older dialect speakers in standard En-
glish. (Author/TQ)
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identificrs—*National  Speech Com ication

Learning System, University of Hawaii

A conscnsus has prevailed among educators
that Americans of verying ethnic, social, cultural,
and linguistic backgrounds who must commu-
nicate with each othcr in social, academic, and
occupationdl situations might achieve a greater
degree of rapport if the dialect of the English mu-
tually spoken and the spcech manncrisms used
were  standardized. Standard  English  was
dcvcloped to sct a norm fer the general “lan.
guage™ characterisiics. A command of Standard
English implics a person's “linguistic- com-
petence.” The National Speech Com ication
Learning System was estahlished by the Universi-
ty of Hawaii to ennblc students with Pidgin
speech to hccome more effective in Standard En-
glish. The strategy began with cuiterion reliability
and  validity and emnerged into @ six-system
scheme of professor and student tutoring. Over
2000 stedents parveipated in the project, and
seme medification . of  nonstandard  speech
beltavior was achicved. (DS)
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*Sociocconomic Status, Sociolinguistics, *Stan-

dard Spoken Usage, Teaching Methods

Conformity to Standard English, ethnic
background, socioecoromic status (SES), and
modcs of presentation were investigated to deter-
mine the influcnce of these four fuctors on read-
ing comprehension among fifth  graders.
Homogencous groups within four expenmental
categories were formulated: middle SES white
srudents, low SES white students, mddle SES
black students, and low SES black students. Two
caperimental treatments, aural.oral (A-O) and
vistial-reading (V-R), were involved. Findings in.
dicated that (1) the comprehension of children
whosc speaking, patterns corform to Standard En-
glish was significantly greater than that of chil-
dren speaking a dealect, regardless of treatmeint;
(2) the comprehcnsion of middle SES children
was significantly arcater than th-t of low SES
children when tasks weie expressed in Standard
English, (1) the ccinprehension of white children
was not sienificantly greater than that of black
children whun tasks were presented in either the




E

A-0O mode or cumbined -0 and V-R modes; (4)
comprehension of white children was greater
when the directed tasks expressed in Standard
English were precented in the V-R mode; and (5)
the subjects more readily understood meterials
presented in the A.O mode than materials
presesited in the V-R mode. (Author/HOD)
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This buok is a sclecied distillation of linguistic
senolarship which describes from both a historical
(digchronic} and a contemporary (synchronic)
veewpoint that conglomerate set of dialects and
idiolects called English. The emphasis is on con-
wmporary American Enghish. But foreign lan-
guage cxamples arc aiso given in an attempt to
demonstrate the universality of some of the lin-
guistic descriptions and to show some fcatures
which many modern languages have in common.
Besides introducing the reader to certain basic
principles of language study, this book is designed
to give a quick overvie'w of the history of our lan-
guage and a chort resumce of the history of gram-
mar, Chapters includc: “The Nature of Lan-
guage,” "The English Languuge, Yesterday,” -
Grammar Study; Then and Now,"” “English
Graminar Todzy; A Transformation-Gencrative
Approach,” “Easglish Phonology Today; A Fea-
ture Approach,” "“Dislectal Variations in Today's
Engtish,” “Usage and Lexicography, Yesterday
and Today,” and "implications for Teachers.,” A
tabic of special symbols and an index conclude
the book. (RB}
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Identifiers—*Black English
The approach to the study of black English
usane thut is bused on a theory of linguistic dif-
‘erences between blacks and whites is inadequate,
hecause 1t ignores the sucioeconomic aspects of
dralects, 1t does not resolve the problems that
eu5t in schools for students who use black En-
glish regularly. The issue 1s made more complex
since linguistics disagice about the nature of
black English, who uses it, and the aims and
strategies of instrucion most suitable for those
speakess. Teacher traiming programs shou'd be
hased on a “social contextual” approach to com-
munication. Students should be taught to be
cloquent in varied communication situations.
Further, all speakers of Enghsh, in spite of wide
varietics of dislect, share a basic common written
language, and hngunte differences are a result of
socizl and cultural differcnces in all segments of
Enghshsspeaking societies. Teachers should seek
understanding of the various backgrounds and
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value systems that form the contexts of individual
communication situations, (RN)
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The effect of processing information in stan-
dard and nonstandard English was investigated
using an equivalent standard and nonstandard En-
glish passage as the stimulus. Eight litesal and
eight inferential questions derived from  the
passage were used as the index of comprchen-
sion. Two hundred Black students were rendomly
assigned by class to one of the cight treatment
conditions. The experimenter was also Bliack. The
design called for 25 subjects per cell. The coneli-
tions were: printed SS, SN, NS, NN, ard auditory
§S, SN, NS, NN (S=standard, N=monstandard).
An analysis of variance within groups with certasn
planned comparisnns was carricd out. A lincar
trend was also applied to the data. The results
revealed four out of ten plunned comparisons to
be significant. The NN pnnted cendition
facilitated learning more than anv other condi.
tion. The NN condition collupsed across scosory
inodes (printed and auditory) was found to
facilitate retention more than any other collapsed
combination, (Author)
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This paper discusses the controversy over non-
standard dia'ects as opposed to the standard {an-
guage in the teaching of English and makes a
case for maintaimng a commitment to Standard
English, The primiry function of standard énglish
is to provide a mcans by which members of En-
glish-speaking socicly can ecmmuniciate with
cach other. It is essentially a compicx set of rules,
much like the rules of basebull! or chess and
abandonirg the rules or stretchig them too far
can result 1n a total breukdowr, of the game. That
the rules of stundar’ Fnglish are an arbitrary set
of intrinsically no better than those of nonstan-
dard dialects in no way octracts from iheir im-
measurable value as the agreed-upon rules. To
some extent, the drive for socisl ju-tice depends
on certain kinds of ecucation. ami, tcaching the
facts about lanpuage and dialects nuty help to
dispel one kind of prejudice. The schnol, how-
ever, must also continue to teach students to 1cad
and wntce the standard language, not as the lan-
guage of the rich or powerful, but as the language
of educated English speakers. (Author/HW)
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tdentifiers—*Black Englizh
This book otfers direction for the teacher wno

wants to hnow what can he donc to improve the
effectiveness of language and reading instruction.
Purt | focuses on the issues in teaching black
children to read itnd provides the teacher with an
onentation to some of the specific problems in
the ficld such us the question of the existence and
nature of hlaek dialects, whether black English
speakers should he taught standard English, and
what teachers need to know to be effuctive in the
classroom which includes dialect speukers, Diag-
nostic tools arc described in part 2 so that the
teacher can identify the lunguage hase on which
to huild individual programs. Articles in part 3
suggest classroom  strategies for teaching  oral
standard Engiish to nonstandard speakers, Part 4
provides materials which guide teachers in assist-
ing dialeet speakers in their special problems with
correspondence bewween spoken forms and writ-
ten symbols in beginning reading, Part § contains
the edited transenipts of the procecdings from a
confcrence which provide a fiamework for un-
derstanding the questions that hlack  English
raises in the teaching of reading. Two special
resources for teachers, including an annotlated
hihhiography of matenals on language, dialects,
and rcading, comgrise past 6. (HOD)
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Socivecononue  Statur,  *Standurd  Spoken
Usage
The purpose of this »rudy was to examine the

relutionship  between  age,  cthme  group,

sociocconomie status, and sex, and the develop-
ment of un awareness of the sceewal and racial sig-
mficance of language diadects. Eighty children
from first and 1ifth grades seeved as suhjects, The
subjects were presented with four tasks: (1) a dis-
crimination task of their abiity to hear minimal
differences in paired sentences, one having Stan-
dard English features, the other Black English
features, (2) an identification tish as to whether
a4 sentence 1n Black English or Standard English

had been stated properly or improperly from a

teacher’s point of view, {3) an identfication task

indicatmg the race of the speaker of Standard

Englsi ar Black English, and (4) an identifica-

tion tank that required the subjercts to adentify a

speaber according to soentl elass, An analysis of

CS 000 876




ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

variance was performed for each task. The results
indicated that awarencess of the social and racial
signiticance of dialect does increase from first to
fifth grade, the differences between black stu-
dents and white students in the identification of
Standard English forms was not significant, and
no secial of sex diffcrences were found for any of
the tour tasks. (WR)
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Descriptors—* Diachronic  Linguistics, Dialects,
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™ _vclopment, *Language Role, *Language
Styles. Language Universals, *Language Usage,
Literature, Semantics, Synchronic Linguistics,
Writing
The structure, complexity. and peculianties of

the English’language arc examined in this book,

which begins with a discussion of the nature of

{anguage. Chapters are devoted to (1) naming--

“Language as Answer to a Need™; (2) grammar--

“Language as Economy’™; (3) words-'Language

as the Finding of Minds'"; (4) etymology--*Lan-

guage to Strcich Brains With'; (5) application--

“Language to Strctch Brains With™; (6) borrow-

ing and affixing--""Language to Work With'", (7)

fanguage leirning--~Language to Play With, In-

cluding Slang™"; (8) dialects--""Language Working
in Ity Own Way'; (9) usage--"Language as

Fashion™; (10) writing--"Language, the Mother

of Tools™. (11) literaturc, rhetoric, lcarning,

professions, and business--""Languige as Growth®;

(12) the Whorlian hypothesis--""Language as

God™, and (13) Language and the Future.”

(HOD)
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Descriptors—Cultural  Factors, *Languagc In-
struction. *Lcarning Motivation, *Nonstandard
Dialects, Sociolinguistics.  Standard  Spoken
Usage, Teacher Attitudes, Teacher Education,
*Teaching Mcthods, *Teni
This bouoklct comments on the second dralect
teaching situation with special emphasis given to
tie role of the native dialect. the definition of the
standard dialect. special factors affecting the pu-
pil. teaching methodology, and teacher training.
The first sectron examines dialecis associated
with the influence of a specific foreign language,
pidgin or creole, and social or regional substan-
dard varictics of Englich with particular emphasis
on the latter and 1ts pedagogical imphcations,
The second scction discusses the definition of
standard Englich, and the third scction focuses on
spectal considerations corncerning the lcarning
situation of the pupil, that is, integrative versus
instramental motivation and ditferences hetween
the theories of cultural deprivation and cultural
differcnces.  Teaching mcthodology, especiaily
foreign language teachung, i discusscd in scction
four. Finally, teacher traiming izcommendations
stressing the need for tcachers to possess an at-
titude which recognizes that substandard distects
‘urc regulur systems of commumcarion in heir
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own right are discussed in the last section.
(HOD)
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Identifiers—*Show Business
This dictionary of the language of show biz

provides the layman with definitions and

personalities of 16 speakers representing 4 “con-

text x language” categories: Engiish-Home,
Spanish-Home. ~English-School, and Spanith-
School. For both groups. thcre was a definite
preference for Engush tn school. and slight
prefcrence for Spanish in the home. The impor-
tant effect of the contextual domain on evaluative
reactions toward English and Spanish speakcrs
suggested that the subject takes tnto account the
appropriateness of the speaker's behavior as well
as his ethnicity. In elicitinf reactions toward stan-
dard and accented English, standard speakers
reccived more favorable reactions in every case.
The rclationship between the amount of ac-
centedness heard and the attributed charac-
teristics of the speaker was also investigated.
High correlations between accentedness rating
and each of the other ratings tndicated that small

on terms and expressions often used in show busi-
ness. The overall patteru of sciection was in-
tended to be more rather than jess inclusive,
though radio, television, and film ts2rms were
deliberately omitted. Lengthy explanations are
somctimes used !0 express nuances of a word or
phrass. Tenins which have a number of differen:,
definitions, each of equal validity. are also in-
cluded. Contributing editors include Alan Alda,
Claudia Cassidy, Alvin Deutsch, Irvin Feld, Lewis
Funke. Sheidon Harnick, Vance Johnson, F.
Beverly Kelley. John Kenley, Philip Lang, Jerome
Lawrence, Robert Lee, Harold Minsky, Ben Pear-
son, David Rogers. Harvey Sabinson, Jack Schlis-
sel, Richard Seff, Sammy Smith, and Sam
Zolotow. A form for contributing remarks or
comments {s provided at the cnd of the dictiona-
ry. (HOD)
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migrants, Indo 1'uropean Languages, Native
Speakers, *Sociolinguistics
Identifiers—*New Glarus, Wisconsin
Socioltnguistic patterns among German im-
migrants to the United States of America arc ex-
swmined in this paper. Earlier studies in this area,
including Wolfgung Viercck’s work published in
"Orbis*’ in 1967 and 1968, are cxamined.
Through an analysis of the immigration patterns
of the citizens of Cilarus, Switzerland, in 1845 to
New Glarus, Wisconsin, the author reveals
reasons for the decline in community interest in
maintaining the Swiss German dialect of the
original settlers as the mother tongue. (RL)
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Anglo Americans, *Auditory Perception, Bilin-
gualism, Cultural Background, English (Second
Language), Mexican Americans, Oral Expres-
sion, *Phonemics, Pronunciation, *Role Per-
ception. *Spanish Speaking
Summarizing recent research on evaluative

reactions toward Mexican Amecrican speech

varicties, the paper obtained contrasting evalua-
tive reactions for standard English versus stan-
dard Spanish, for standard English versus highly
accented English, and for varying degrees of ac-
cented English. Anglo and Mexican American
adolescents from a Chicago high school rated the

13
9
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incr ts in accented are associated with
gradually less favorable impressions of the
speaker. Overall. the investigations established
the effects of context and degree of accent, in-
dicating that group membecrship ts only one factor
underlying the reactions. 1t was also noted that,
since the studies were conducted solely in the
Chicago area, they revealed only one dimgnsion
of the Mexican American adolescent experience.

(KM)
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Identifiers—Automated Readability Indcx, Peer
Prepared Method
Two groups of blacks, adults and teenagers,
served as the focus of this study. The “peer-
prepared” method was used to produce dialect
reading material for both groups. Both black
teenagers and adults contributed stories by tape
recording stories of an informal nature. The sto-
ries contributed by the black adults were edited
and locally published in a booklet entitled “Big
Red and Cther Adult Stories.” The stories tn the
‘booklet were rated by both reading teachers and
‘peers of the group that contributed the staries.
Both groups fcund the stories intcresting and
authentic. Black students enrolled in a junior high
school Educabic Mentally Retarded (EMR) class
contributed other storics; these were rewritten in
Standard English, in addition to the initial Black
English version. This production of parallel ver-
sions of the sams story in Biack and Standard En-
glish is held to prove valuable in the teaching of
reading to beginning reading students who speak
black dialect. All of the stories were graded using
a readability formula, the Automated Readability
Index. {The reading materials booklct entitled
*Big Red and Other Adult Stories™ is appended
to this document.] (Authors/RJ) §
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Identifiers— *Bidialectalism

The purpose of this study is to examine bidi-
alectalism as an educational policy. The study is
in two major sections: the first portion is con-
cerned with the problems inherent in the policy
process itself, with those aspects of educational
decision-making which combine to make reasona-
bie policy outcomes difficult to achieve; the
second section reviews in detail the development
of bidialectal language arts policies; studying not
s0 much their success or failure as their vaiue
content. The study found that there is no clearly
demonstrated need for the students in question to
tearn standard English; the costs of all bidialectal

programs thus far designed are too high; impor-.

tant data about language differences and useful

alternative policies have been overlooked: early .

trials offer little hope for successful dual-dialect
teaching; bidiulectal programs may harm the self-
coac=pt and group identification of students; and
such programs run counter to the best interests of
society at large. Alternative policy proposals are
‘suggested for building a more realistic and ethi-
calty sound language arts curriculum for minority
students. (Author/RB)
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This collection of papers directed toward the
teacher of English as a second language (ESL)
and the teacher of standard English as a second
dialect (ESD) is divided into three sections. The
first focuses on the nature of language and
second language leaming with such essays as *-
Teaching Eoglish as a Foreign Language: An
Overview,” “Language and Acculturation,” and
“The Nature of guage and Language Leamn-
ing.” The second section on critical issues in
teaching ESL and ESD contains “‘Bilingualism
and Bidialectalism,” “Teaching Standard English
as a Second Language or Dialect: The Unan-
swered Questions, the Successes, and the
Promise,” *On the Conditions of Bilingualism,”
and *“The Future of ESOL: Continuity or Genera-
tion Gap?" The final section on principles and
strategies for teaching ESL and ESD cootains
“Attitudes of the ESL and the SESD Teacher,”
“Some Strategies for Teaching Standard English
as a Second Dialect,” “TESOL: Methods and
Materials in Eardy Childhood Education,” and “-
Some Principles of Bilingual and Bidialectal Edu-
cation."” Contributing authors include Robert M.
Willis, William Mackey, Albert H. Marckwardt,
Robert DiPietro, James Alats, Robert Kaplan,
David Harris, Harold B. Allen, Virginia Allen,
Muriel Saville-Troike, and Beryl Loftman Bailey.
(HOD)
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The results of a project which investigated the

speech of black respondents enrolled in the intes-*

mediate grades arce described. From the data,
materials and audio tapes werc develcped that
could be uscd in helping preservice and inservice
teachers identify morphological and syntactic fea-
tures of black dialect. The concepts used in
developing the materials were that (1) enough
people speak black dialect to give credence to
the thesis that they comprise a separate and
distinct speech community; (2) there is syste-
matic vanety in the kind of English which these
persons speak; and (3) black dialect speakers
frequently alternale between gencral academic
English practices and those of the variant dialect.
Thirteen speech features were studied, including

the omission of “'s’ to indicate the third person-

singular, the formation of the past and perfect
tense of verbs, zero copula, auxiliary “be,” nega-
tive **be,” formation of the plurals of nouns, for-
mation of the possessive case of nouns, the
pronominal appositive, variaat forms of pronouns,
the existential “it,” muitiple negation, overinflec-

tion, and inverted word order in indirect
qucestions. (HOD)
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This study was conducted in order to deter-

mine the extent to which the choice of pronoun

and noun gendcr stcreotyped sex-role in illustra-
tive sentences of the most recent unabridged dic-
tionary, “The Random House Dictionary of the

English Language” {1966). The author systemati-

cally sampled 2,028 sentences. each containing at

lcast one gender word, from half of the volume
and described them according to the following
criteria: (1) the total number of sentences using
either masculine or femining pronouns and nouns
cither singly or in combination, (2) the grammati-
cal function of gender words as cither subject,
object, or possessive in ¢ach sentence, and (3)
the sex-role stereotype assigned to masculine and
feminine words in cach illustrative sentcnce. ht
was discovered that sentences with solely male
gender words outnumbcered sentences with solely
feminine words by 3 to 1. The content of cach
sentence was analyzed using catcgories of stereo-
typed masculinity and femininity to dctermine the
role of the gender words. Both male and female
sex-roles were stereotyped, with a chi-square test
of significance at the .001 level. (LL)
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This book dcals with the isolation and aliena-

tion of native-language speaking minority g-oups

*Standard Spcken Usage

Recently much linguistic research has been
amassed on black language. With rare exceptions,
this linguistic rzsearch has been directed to the
tower working-class members of the black com-
munity. The language of blacks who are not
lower class, on the other hand, has been sum-
marily ignored, resulting in the middle-class black
protest against the populurization and roman-
vicization of ghetto varieties of English. The
neglect of black varieties of English spokeo by
middle-class blacks has served to promote a nega-
tive stercotypical rotion of black speech no dif-
fcrent from linguistic stercotypes of former days.
There is tesumony that standard speech is no new
arrival to the black community. What most lin-
guists have failed to realize is the new dynamic
within the black rcvolution which encourages an
appreciation of divergent forms of black behavior
for no other reason than the fact that it is black.
The concept of a black standard or, more cor-
‘rectly, black standards for English is a new con-
cept which requires elaboration and refinement.
(HOD)
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Sexist Semantics: An Investigation of Masculine
and Feminine Nouns and Prannuns in Dictiona-
ry Sentences Thai lllustrate Word Usage as a
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Note—139p.;
University

CS 201 086

Ph.D. Dissertation, New York

resulling from the {gaching stratcgies and
procedures used in” the Public school system.
Chapters include: “The Problem Defincd,” which
states the problem of handicapped Euglish and
argues that it is a cultural rather than a
psychological phcnomenon; “The Child and His
Languagc,” which traces the language and growth
of the child, both as a receiver-transmitter and as
a conceptualizer; “Dees ‘Ditferent’ = ‘Inferior'?”
which analyzes in detail the three levels of social-
class Jects (acrolect, mesilect, basilect) in
Modern American English; “Inadequate Segnien-
tation of Reality,” which studies the inadequate
segmentation among speakers of the basilect and
finds their language deficicnt in thc semantic,
designative, implicative, and pragmatic variables
of Modemn American English; “Inappropriate
Image of Self and Linguistic Roles,” which
probes into deficiencics in message receiving
which complicate appropriate linguistic role
response; “Causes of Handicapped English,”
which pays particular attention to environmental
rather than biological deprivations; and *Preten-
sions at Pedagogy,” which offers conclusions
aimed at public school educuators. (RB)
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Three studies of preschool children's interper-

sonal speech usage were formulated in an attempt

to understand this aspect of language develop-

ment. First, a2 methodological study was designed

to develop an instrument for assessing spontane-

ous interpersonal speech; second, a developmen-

tal study was aimed at identifying developmental

changes in the pattemn of spontaneous speech

usage; and third, a sociolinguistic study was

aimed ot identifying differences in speech usage

?énBo_Ir_n)g advantaged and disadvantaged children.
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Identifiers— *Black English Vernacular
Black English Vernacular (BEV) is spoken in
more or less pure form by many, if not most, of
the inner-city swudents attending college under
plans like open enrollment. In cities, most blacks,
Puerto Ricans, and many other nou-native
speakers speak or can speak a form of BEV. The
prevalence of BEV in clementary and secondary
schools of the inner city is even greater. BEV is a
diulect of English wlhich is infinit: i scope and
fully capable in principle of cxprossing anything
which ¢an be meant in any dialect in English.
However, most Eoglish teachers neither speak
BEV nor know unything about it. To negutively
evaluate a paper written in BEV is to contradict
the humanistic view of the value of cach in-
dividu2l znd the goal of English teaching as max-
mizing personal human growth--which is a posi-
tion we cannot hold either politically or pedagog-
ically. All 1eachers of reading and writing must
make clear to their students the diffcrences
hetwzen written and spoken language using situa-
tions and the ccncomitant differences between
written and spoken language conventions. This
can and siould be done tor alt speakers., for writ-
ten and <peken inglish are different for alt. (LL)
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These twenty-two readings in five arcas of non-

verbal communication emphasize the most recent

work indicating significant trends in research.

The selections represent several perspectives, in-

cluding those of Ray L. Birdwhistell, Allen T.

Dittrnan, Albert E. Scheflen, Robert Somimer, Ed-

ward T. Hall, Ralph V. Exlinc, and Adam Ken-

don. Some of the essays are “*Similaritics and Dif-
ferences Between Cultures in Expressive Move-

ments,” “‘Facial Affect Scoring Technique: A

First Validity Study.” “The Communication of

Feelings by Content-Fres Speech,” *Masculinity

and Femininity us Display,” *Quusi-Courtship

Behavicr in  Psychotherapy,” *'Proxemics,” -

Small Group Ecology,” and '*Some Detcriminants

of Social Interaction™, (RB)
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The formal study of social dialects has received
increasing attention since about the middie of the
siatics. In linguistics, the study of social dialec-
tology has resulted in the clear demonstration of
the importance of sociolinguistic variation in lin-
guistic theory in contrast to the former preoccu-
pation with linguistic universals. In education, the
analysis of social dialects has contrihuted to the
understanding of the dialecis of the minoritics,
particularly in teaching oral usage, reading, and
writing. Also, the current concern with the un-
fairness of standardized testing is partially a result
of the study of social dialects. In relation to other
ficlds, diaiect study has a great potential. In
medicine, for example, doctors would have far
better rapport with their patients from minority
groups if they understood their dialects. Because
descriptive  studies are still lacking for many
speech communities in America, the possibility of
further investigation in social dialectology is in-
sured for many years to come. (LG
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Identifiers—*Dialect Readers

The purpose of this study was to examine the
attitudes of a sample of black teachers toward the
use of dialect reading materials for tcaching
beginning reading skills to black children. An in-
tervicw-questionnaire snethod was used to gather
data about the attitudes toward dialect-specific
materials, using a sample of 90 black tcachers in
the Lansing Michigan Public School District.
Eighty-four of the teachers responded to the sur-
vey. Black university students were trained to
conduct the interviews, and the data were
gathered in February 1973. The findings in-
dicated that a majority of the tcachers sampied
were opposed to the use of dialect readers with
no significant relationship between the teachers’
opposition and their amount of education, the
segregated or integrated nature of their precol.
lege schooling, sex, grade level taught, or
parental status. Additional findings were ncted,
including an apparent willingness among many of
the subjccts to experiment with dialect readers
despite their expressed opposition to them. Pri-
mary grade tcachers with rclatively little teaching
experience appeared most willing to test out
these materials. ( Author/WR)
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*Ethnic Groups, Predictive Ability (Testing},
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This paper discusses college admissions tests
and their tendency to disciiminate against blacks
and Chicanos. Evidence to support this thesis is
presented from two perspectives--the level of
reading difficulty of the tests and the restricted
diaiectat characteristic of the language used in
the tests. The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)-
Verbal readability test results are discussed in
refation to Chicarios and Southesn non-
metropolitan blacks. The diaiectal features of ad-
missions tests are discussed in terms of their
range of verbal and discourse skills and the
analytical skills involved in the SAT-Verbal are
conpared with « framework of basic discourse
and semantic skills. Also presented are conclu-
sions and recommendations which discuss validi-
ty, predictability, the college cxperience, and the
job hiring situation. {WR)
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Identifiers—*National Project on Ethnic America
This annotated bibliography relating to white

ethnic studics is intended to assist teachers of En-

glish and social sciences in high schools and col-

Ieges in improving the self-intage of students who

have immigrant parents and grandparcnts. Most

references are concerned primarily with America
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and the American scene, writers whose primary
language is not English have becn included only
if their works have been translated. The bibliog.
‘raphy has been divided first to list anthologies
dealing with the white ethnic experience, then to
list fiction, drama, poetry, biography, history, and
criticism dealing with European cthnic groups in
America (Dutch, German, Greek, Hungarian, Ar-
menian, Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Scandinavian, and
Slavic). Whether or not a book is in print or
available in paper is indicated. In many cases, ti-
tles of books no longer in print have been in-
cluded because of their importance in presenting
some aspect of the immigrant experience and
their value to researchers and scholars. A Key is
also included to identify some important subject
or subjects with which each work concerns itself.
(WR)
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Educators and intellectuals with some sense of
humanity should comprehend the hidden message
inherent in sctting up a dichotomy referring to
two linguistic/culiural entities: that one set of
structures is sufticient; one is not. For the black
student, this message of inferiority is comnmu-
nicated both through the teacher in his instruc-
tion, assigninents, grading procedures, and at-
titudes. and through the university in its tracking
system which extends to society and the job mar-
ket. To provide the kind of language/composition
teaching the minority student needs, a learning
environment should be set up in which he gains
mastery in obtaining information, reading com-
petently, using language effectively, and organiz-
ing concepts verbally--all using the dialect to
which he is accustomed. {3M)
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Too often the dialcet of the teacher or the stu-

dent, or both, crcates interferences which hinder

the educational process. By bcing aware of poten-
tial problems in pronunciation, lexicon, and sya-
tax, the teacher can explain or avoid language in-
terferences. Furthermore, the teacher can con-
sciously help the student avoid pejorative con-
notations some diaiects have for some people.

This handbook, designed tu help teachers use

workshops to disscininete information about re-

gional «nd social dialecis. is divided into four
main parts. The first describes the purpose of the

PLUS

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

“overall organization of the weorkshops. The
second part contains the modzis, which are based
on workshops that have been conducted, for the
most part, in Clark County, Nevada, over a two-
Jyear periad. The selected bibliography, the third
Ppart, is organized by colicctions and anthotog:es.
books and monographs, dictionaries ani
refcrence works, recordings, and articies. The
final part of the handbook is a directory of per-
sons who have been supplied with lists of poten-
tial workshop leaders in their regions. (TO)
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(Literary), *Effective Teaching, English In-
struction, *Linguistic Patterns, *Negro Di-
alects, Negro History, Nonstandard Dialects.
*Teacher Attitudes, Teaching Techniques
Because of the tendency to reject Black En-
glish speakers, perhaps as an excuse for maintain-
ing social and racial prejudices, teachers should
tnderstand that nonstandard dialects result from
geographical and/or cultural isolation and conflict
(as in Applachian English), and from linguistic
conflict (as in Chicano English). The lunguage of
many black people reflects both pidgin English--
minimal communication produced by a conflict
between seventeenth-century English and West
African languages, and West African language
structure~lacking verb or noun endings. Black
English features, as seen in a typical example of
one black student's composition papers, consist
of few inflectional verb and noun endings, and
the unusual use of derivational morphemes. To
effectively help in the development of black stu-
dents’ writing, teachers’ usual compulsive con-
cern for correct mechanics should be replaced by
an emphasis on students’ writing more coherently
(especially in theme development) and in-
terestingly in their own dialect. ( An appendix in-
cludes the black student’s paper and an examina-
:ijobr';)of Black English morphological examples.)

ED 091 728

Sigelman, Carol K.

Giving and Taking Directions.

Pub Date 72

Note—61p.; From author’s Ph.D. Dissertation, "-
Giving and Taking Dircctions: Subcultural
Communication Barriers and Evaluative Reac-
tions to Specch™; Sec related documents CS
201 320-375

EDRS Price MF-S0.75 HC-$3.15
POSTAGE

Descriptors—Communication Problems, *Educa-
tional Research, Evaluation, Intercommunica-
tion, Language Arts, *Listening, *Measurement
Instruments, *Negro Dialects, Rescarch Tools,
Resource Materials. Secondary Education,
Socioeconomic  Influences, Sociosconomic
Status, *Standard Spoken Usage

Identifiers—*The Research Instcuments Project,
TRIP
Designed (1) to determine both the communi-

cation barriers arising among high schoo! students

of divergent subcultural backgrounds, and how

low socioeconomic status black and middle

sociocconomic status white listeners evaluate

members of their own and different subculture

groups as well as speakers of Network English as

persons and (2) to examine comnunication bar-

riers, this test consists of four maps. Each map

contains two sets of directions--one set produced

by a black dialect speaker and read by a black di-

alect spzaker and a Network English speaker, and
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CS 201 333

PLUS

one set produced by a Standard English speaker
and read by a Standard English speaker and a
Network English speaker. [This document is one
of those revicwed in The Rescarch Instruments
Project (TRIP) monograph "‘Measures for
Reseacch and Evaluation in the English Language
Arts” to be published by the Committee on
Research of the National Council of Teachers of
English in cooperation with the ERIC
Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication
Skills. A TRIP review which precedes the docu-
ment lists its category (Listening), title. author,
date, and age range (secondary), and describes
the instrument’s purpose and physical charac-
teristics.] (JM)
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Rystrom Dialect Test, and Testing Negre-Standard
English Dislect Differences.
Pub Date 69
Note—17p.; Reprinted from “Reading Research
Quarterly,” Summer 1969; For related docu-
ments see CS 201 320-375 -
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POSTAGE
Descriptors—*Discriminant  Analysis, *Educa-
tional Research, Language Arts, *Measurement
Instruments, *Negro Dialects, Preschool Chil-
dren, Primary Grades, Research Tools,
Resource Materials, *Standard Spoken Usage
lden&iﬁers—‘The Research Instruments Project,
TRIP
Desigued to discriminate Negro dialect speech
from standard Eunglish, the Rystrom Dialect Test
seeks 10 overcome three problems eacountered in
research about Negro speech; determining what
stable elements distinguish Negro dialect from
standard English, constructing a test easily ad-
ministered to a young child and capabie of mea-
suring the differemces in dialect, and finding un-
biased and simple methods of evaluating test
results. The test consists of 24 pairs of sentences
which the studemt hears and repeats twice, once
with the features under study occurring in the
sentence and once without the feature. Speskers
on the test tapes are white—an lllinois female, a
Georgia male. and a Georgia (emale. Results of
the test administered to 120 Negro and 100 white
children in Georgia indicate a significant mean
difference. [This document is one of those
reviewed in The Research Instruments Project
(TRIP) monograph ‘*Measures for Research and
Evaluation in the English Language Arts™ to be
published by the Committee on Research of the
National Council of Teachers of English in
cooperation with the ERIC Clearinghouse on
Reading and Communication Skills. A TRIP
review which precedes the document lists its
category (Standard English as a Second Language
or Dialect), title, author, date, and age range
(preschool, primary), and describes the instru-
ment’s purpose and physical characteristics.]

h
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Pub Date 72 .
Nete—267p.: Ph.D. Dissertation, University of
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Descriptors—Cuitueal Diffeiences. Data Analysis,
English, *Intunatign, *Laagurge Patterns. Lan-
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*Sociolinguistics, Spectrograms -
Intonation patterns of Bliwk English vere stu-
dizd and compared witk those occurring in White
English and formal Biack English. It was founa
that: (1) the Black English corpus was ciiarac-
terized by a wider pitch range, extending into

MF-$0,75 HC-$12.60 PLUS
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higher pitch levels than eith2z the White vem=acu-
lzr or the formal Black Fngiish of thc adult iafor-
matior,; (2) a falsetto register was used in Black
Engiish more often than eithar White English or
formal Black English; and (3) more rising and
levei final contours were used m Bluck English,
while White English and formal Bluck English
used more falling final contours. This study pto-
vides cvidence, never previously reported, of the
yse of inicnation alone in Black Fnglish to scive
a grammatical function of matking the dependent
clause of a conditiona: scntence, without coa-
cumitant use of the lexical stem “if™”, it s con-’
ciuded thrt intonation carnot be studicd apart
from the social situation. The majority of the m-
tozitional charactcristics found sn the Black £n-
glizh corpus can be traced directly o systematic
ditfcrences ©ctween biack street culture and
white mainstream’ culture, eaihier than to any
systematie differcnces in plronology per se, ande
may bs accounted for as resultirg from ditfcrent
“social rules” for speecn with black streci cul-
ture. ( Author/LG)
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Harrington, Judith
An Annotated Bibliography of Recent Work on
Black English.
Notc—42p.
EDRS  Price
POSTAGE
Descriptors—*Annotatcd  Bibliographies, Liscra-
ture Revicws, *Negro Dialccts, *Nonstandard
Dialects, Periodicals, Psycholinguistics,
Rescarch  Rcviews  (Publications), Serials,
Sociolinguistics, State of the Art Reviews
The material in this 125-item annotated
bibliography is limitcd primarily to articles and
reports publishcd during 1971, The rcsources
uscd werc  thoss  available in  the greater
Rochester, N.Y., arza. The Rochester Regiona!
Library Council’s ""Union List of Scrials was thc
authority uscd for serial holdings of urea libraries.
ERIC document numbers, “‘Language amd Lan-
guage Bchavior Abstracts” numbcrs, and **Disser-
tation Abstracts” numbers arc provided where
available. The items here include bibliographies,
field reports, historical articlcs, state-of-the-art
surveys, and other related ynatertal, but no book-
length works. The annotations attempt to show
each author’s vicwpoint and to indicate the au-
dience intcnded if the titlc docs not make that
cicar. ( Author/KM)
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Identifiers—New York City
This book looks at the cssential dynamics of

languazz contact and linguistic assimilation from

a current sociolinguistic perspective by focusing

on the English of second gsneration Puerto Rican

tz:n-agers in New York City. General sociolin-
guistic  principles are  extrapolated from the
author’s detai'ed investigation of sevcral linguistic
variables (th, syllable-final alveolar stops, ncga-

ton) within the context of three competing in-
flucnces on the subjects’ specch: the standard En-
glish of mainstream society, the Puerto Rican
Spanish spoken at home, and the vcrnacular
Bluck English of the surrounding indigenous com-
munity. (AG)
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Descriptors—Adalt Education, Bilingual
Teachesrs, *Cultural Awarcness, *Cutricuium
Devclopment, *English (Second Language),
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*Teachcr Charactcristics, Tcacher Influcnce,

*Teachcr Role

Teaching English to Speakcrs of Othcr Lan-
guages and Dialects is a compicx task. However,
there is a growing awareness of the similarities of
the various types of English teaching, as wcil as a
rccognition of thc need for communication
among teachcrs. Well-designed TESL or TEFL

-curricula, rcgardless of tnc type of program,
‘share certain objectives and principles which

emphasizc the need for integration of the student
into the target language community through care:
fully designed linguistic and cultural instruction.
The differences in the varying TESOLD programs
can be summarized as follows: (1) ESL tcichers
of immigrants and residents deal with the
problems of acculturation to the English environ-
ment; (2) bilingual teachers tacc the complex
problems arising fromn an experimcntal method,
(3) teachers of students with Black English di-
alects confront the problem of an ethnic identifi-
cation that is threatened by language standardiza-
tion: (4) ESL for transicnt forcign students deals
with the nced for partial acculturation for the ac-
complishment of immediate goals: and (5) adult
education programs cope with complcx problcms
due to thc variety of students. In all these pro-
grams, the most important variable is thc
prepared tcacher, whosc enthusiasm and intcrest
are the primary motivaticn for the students. (LG}
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struction, *{nstructional improvcment, Negro
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*Urban Languagc. Urban Teaching
Thc major purpose of this study was to in-

vestigate the effects of a teacher's instructional

behavior cn biack high school students® Icarning

of standatd English grammatical fcaturcs. The

study also Jimed (a) to identify the subjects’

deviations from standard English and to select the

most soctally stigmatizing itcms. (b) to prcpare

and evaluate jessons dealing with those itenis, and

(c) to identify and list those aspects of tcacher

behavior which contributed to the students’ per-

formancc. The subject group consistcd of 2§

biack male studcnts of avciage ability from a

large inncr-city high school. The studcnts were

_ HC-$1.85
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exposed 1o a 20.day treatment composed of les-
sons developed by the investigator. Students were
tested four timces during the study, and the data
derived from these tests led to the conclusion
that urbun high school students can mastcr stan-
dard English when the following conditions are
met: (a) the teucher establishes a rapport with
the students which puts studcnts and teacher on
the same side; (b) specific goals are set with the
students’ cooperation; (c) rules are agreed upon
mutually, (d) subjsct matter contexts ace based
on topics of interest to the students; (¢) the help
of natural class leaders is enlisted; (f) the teacher
exercises firmness with ficxibility; (g) the stu-
dents’ attention is directed to a few surface fea-
turcs uf the standard dialcct; and (h) the teaches
undcrstands the students as individuals and as
mcmbers of a cultural group. Because of the
li.nEi!cd size of the study population, the conclu-
sians must be considercd tentative. (HMD)
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Identifiers—Canada, *Dialect Interference, New-

foundland

Following a review of the literature, a study to
provide data on thc interference cifects of
another dialect on aspects of reading per-
formance was carriecd out in Newfoundland,
Canada. Subjects were presented with oral read-
ing material in standard English form and in a
form which incorporated selected. validated,
morphological features of grade three students in
Ncwfoundiund where a distinct dialect prevails.
Significant differences favoring the standard En-
glish readings ‘vere revealed for three measures
of oral reading proficiency so the interfurence
hypothesis was nat supported. The findings
showed thc language flexibility possessed by
eight-year-old dialect speakers :nd pointed to the
research hazards of inferring wiitten language

ability on the basis of oral perivaninces
(Author/RB)
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Dzvclopment, +Vocabulary Skills

Since concepts are the mcntal divisions man
makes among the concretc  and  abstract
phenomena of his cnvironment so he may
generate, maneuver, and control their rclation-
slips in a manner ot satisfy his physical, emo-
donal, social, and acsthetic needs, concepts
chould be the vortex of intelligence. Trz often
students are taught as if they lick a concept
when all they really lack is a vocabulary item for
the standard or Icarned languagze environment.
Tcaching strategies should direct the dcevelop-
ment_of the ability to express concepts ap-
propriately fo- any language setting. The follow-
ing conceptual relationships forn a hierarchicul
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seriatim which may b: followed in directing the
development of conceptual clarity for any con-
cept:  concurrence, distinctness, appurtenance,
dimensional, self-activity, equivalence, rcaction,
association, and functionz! dependence. Using
these conceptual relations in conjunction with
vocabulary appropriate for the learmed, formal,
and informal language cnvironments, a demon-
stration is presented of how a person may be able
to express a concept using one set of vocabulary
items, but not another set. The concepts can ba
taught without focusing on prestige or standard
formal vocabulary. The syntax of thought is
universal; the syntax of language is specific to a
specech community. (TO)
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tactic Features in the Compositivns of Black and
White Cotlege Students in Frestunan Remedial
Writing Classes.
Pub Date 73
Note—124p.; Ph.D. Dissertation, University of
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Descriptors—Caucasian Students, *College Fresh-
men, *Composition  (Literary).  Doctoral
Theses, Educational Rescarch, Higher Educa-
. tion. *Laaguage Usage. Negro Students, *Non-
standard Dialzcts, *Remedial Instruction
The purposes of this study were to determine
the frequency of nonstandard linguistic patterns
of black and white cpllege freshmen in remedial
writing classes in the Pittsburgh area and to cor-
relate these features at a statistically significant
level to the following linguistic variables: ethnic
and language-history  background,  racial
background, length of residency in the Pittsburgh
dialect arca, socioeconomic class, age, sex, and
upward social mobility. There were four major
rescarch areas in the study: quantitative rather
than qualitative differences in language usage: in-
fluences of language-history background of the
subjects who produced nonstandard forms:
awareness of nonstandard forms and the ability to
suppress these forms; and use of a chi-square test
which indicated that there was no statistically sig-
nificant relationship between the production of
nonstandard forms and nonlinguistic variables.
The major pedagogical implication is that
separate lanzuage materials are not needed for
black and white students in remedial college-level
writing classes. (Author/RB)
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tion, *Social Dialects, Student Attitudes. Unit
Flan
‘the purpowe of this study was to determine if

student un.ier typical conditions in the Americin

high school English classroom change their at.
titudes toward and increuse their knowledge

about American regional and social dialects as a

result of being taught a unit in ditlectology. The

experimental and control groups were comprised

of 29} students from two lowa City high schools.
The experimental group was taught a three-week
unit in dialectology, while the contso! group had
an individuahzed reading unit.  Participating
teachers followed uniform lesson plans, used au-
diovisual materials prepared for the enit. and
kept anecdotal records of their own and students’
reactions to various lessons. The students also
reccived a pretest and a posttest. Results ine
dicated that students’ attii.des towanl and
knowledge about dialects did chunge: on both at-
titude and knowledge scales. the experimental
method was significant in all analyses. It was
further indicated that uttitudes toward and
knowledge about dialects changed as a result of
being taught the unit and not because of different
teachers, sections. sexes. or 1Q scores. (HOD)
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Two purposes guided this study: (1) to in-

vestigate the effects of modcling on the verbaliza-
tions of lower-class, black, preschool children;
and (2) to investigate the relationships bctween
the dialect employed by the model and children’s
language production. As subjects, 72 black,
preschool children in lower-class neighborhood
day care centers of New York City were ran-
donmly assigned to one of six conditions, with
each group consisting of six boys and six girls.
Models were two durk brown, ncuter gender
hund puppets representing an adult and a child,
while visual stimuli consisted of three pictures—-a
drum, a clown, and a dog. In the pretest, a visual
stimulus was presented to all children who then
wrote a story about it. Four modcling conditions
varied in either the linguistic style (Black English
or stardard English) or the relative lengths of the
modeling story, while two control groups pro-
vided comparative inforination. Children’s pretest
and posttest responses were tape-recorded. The
major finding revealed that modeling in a shorter
sequence, usiog Black English, caused greater
verbal productivity. (JM)
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Black Rhetorical Patterns and the Teaching of
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When teaching composition to speakers of

Black English, instructors should be aware of the

dominance of oral expression in black culture

and base the writing program on developing the

students’ present language abilities. The social

value placed by inner-city blacks on oral exnres-

sion is evident in the varying verbal contests car-

ried out when interacting with the establishment

or authority figures (i.e., “‘shucking,” *‘jiving™)
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and among themselves (“rappi running it
down,” *signifying,” “'sounding,” "ranking,> **-
styling’ out™). This expressive mode is different
from that of middle-class speakers in function,
being closely involved with performance (self-
projection) and audience, and depending on a
large body of shared knowledge. In developing a
composition program, emphasis should be on:

‘teaching students how to handle situations not

dependent on shared knowledge--frozen, formal
communication. A practical way to do this is with
a group writing project which permits interaction
(familiar to them). first in a group play and later
in group theme writing. building on the students’
skills. (JM)
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The Necessity for an Investization of Dialect Writ-
ing.
Pub Date Apr 74
Note—14p.; Paper presented a2 the Annual Meet-
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POSTAGE
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Identifiers—*Black English
The statement by the Executive Committee of
the Conference on College Composition and
Communication affirming the student’s right to
tis own language--his dialect-poses a challenge
deserving further research, especially as it con-
cems the classroom situation. Black English. a di-
alect with linguistic principles whose roots can be
traced to West Africa, has not been accepted by
mast educators although it has been shown to bee
a logical mode of expression. The effect of focus-
ing stancard English oato students accustomed to
using black English has been negligible.
Moreover. the proposal that children be taught to
read and write in their own dialects and then be
allowed to switch to standard English after they
have grasped the principle of correspondence
between written letters and spoken language will
not preserve our heritaga of dialects hinplicit in
the rizht to language is the responsibility for com-
municahility, but until more is written and un-
derstoed in black English, many questions remain
;lj';\;’\’r;s’-v‘:red concerning it communicability.

HC-$1.50 PLUS
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A Phonulogical Analysis of the Language of Five
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Economic Status in Washington, D. C.
Spons Agency—National Inst. of Mental Health
(DHEW), Rockvillz, Md.
Note—68p,
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This study describes the scgmental phonemes
of five 4-year-old speakers of Black English, and
analyzes both their language development and
cthnic characteristics. The study group of Negro
children, bom and living in Washington, D.C.,
came from homes that met two of three specified
criteria based on the mother's edacation and
family income. The intcrviews were tape-
recorded within a 6-month period after cach
child had reached his fourth birthday. During the
interview, language data was elicited by structur-
ing the 30-45 inute sessions into four produc-
tive parts. The results demonstrated that the

FL 004 947

HC-$3.15 PLUS
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phonemic system of these children was distinc-
tive. While almost all phonemes were dominated
by the conventional Standard English allophones,
the presence of unconventional allophones was so

rvasive as to effect a markedly nonstandard

nglish dialect, which included both childish and
Southern characteristics, as wel! as others whose
identity was not so easily established. The child-
ish patterns included marked instability in the
consonant allophones und the presence of *-
babytalk’ patterns. Two of the four Southern pat-
teras were: (1) Southern allophones in the vowel
phoneme, and (2) the marked weakening of the
phoneme /r/in the fina! position. The other pat-
terns included pervasive consonant omission in
final and medical positions. ( Author/LG)
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Identifiers—Wales, *Welsh
Ongoing research conducted by the Welsh Lan-

guage Research Unit of Cardiff, Wales is

described. This research has concentrated mainly

on recording and describing the phonology of

some varicties of Welsh spoken in South-East

Wales, particularly as it is associated with geo-

graphic arcas and affected by population changes

resulting  from  industrial developinent. The

phonology of the dialects under study is com-

pared and described in some detail. Tables illus-

trating the dialectal variations are included, as is

a list of unpublished disscrtations from the

University of Wales on which the present work

was based. (PM)
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Techniques, Writing SKills

The study of language variation has brought
linguists closer to some of the problems which
concern our schools, namely. the teaching of
reading, writing, and speaking. Through variabili-
ty studies. answers can be found to questions
about how to delimit styles, how to effect ac-
ceptability in school writing and talking, how to
appreciate the dynamics of variation in the lan-
guage of others, how to sequence language
materials, how pcople set themselves off from
each other through language, or how subtle varia-
tion between spoken and written language forms
can cause problems in composition and reading.
Information about language variation may
used to help rethink the education of teachers,
the development of instructional materials and
techniques, and the building of educational pro-
grams of various sorts. Linguists must try to gain
influence within the field of education if they
want to participate in cffective educational
planning. Three plans are suggested by which lin-
guists can work for change from within the cxist-
ing education system: (1) infiltration. (2) the

jealousy motif, and (3) management coatrol. The
study of variation will also help to broaden the
training programs of linguistics students, thereby
providing them with more versatility as they ap-
proach the job market. (Author/PM)
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A Note on Fluctuating Variants and the Status of
Vernscular Black English,
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Ore of the most significant problems that lin-
guists face in their attempts to describe Vernacu-
lar Black English (VBE) is the matter of fluctuat-
ing forms. It is consistently observed that
speakers appear to fluctuate between a socially
stigmatized variant and its presumed nonstig-
matized counterpart. Fluctuations in VBE have
often been viewed as a type of code.switching.
From this perspective, the fluctuating variants are
assigned to different systems or subsystems within
a speaker's linguistic repertoire, and he simply
shifts from one to another in response to some
stylistic, situational, or other functional shift.
Variation has been observed, however, when the
extralinguistic context remains constant, and such
variation cannot be classified as code-switching.
Much fluctuation in VBE, then, is best described
2s inherently variable rather than code-switching.
This means that both of the fluctuating forms are
an inherent part of a unitary system. In terms of
descriptions of VBE, the code-switching concept
leads to a distorted view of what the dialect is ac-
tually like, because VBE is secen to be more dif-
ferent from Standard English than it actually is.
What is needed is a grammar which can account
for variability beyond traditional rule optionality.
(Author/PM)
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The purposes of this study were to determine
the effect of black English on the auditory dis-
crimination performance of lower class black
children. the effects of training on the suditory
diserimination performance of Joser elass black
and lower class white children. and the relation-
ship of aaditory discrimmunation pertormasice to
reading achievement. The Wepman Auditory D
crimination test and Supplementars Audnory Dis.
crimination Test were administered to 60 fow
sovioeconomic status (SES) blach and 60 Tow
SES white lirst grade children. randomly selected
and issigned to one of the two treatment groups
of trained or untrained children Thy untraued
children received the standardized instraction
presented in the Wepman manual. ‘The trained
children were given gnidance in the uswe of the
terms “same”” and “ditferent.” as well as practice

130
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with final consonant discriminations. An analysis
of covariance for the 30 different Wepnim items,
with 10 as covariate. indicated that the black
children scored significantly lower than the white
children. irrespective of training. Also. it was
coticluded that low SES white children are not
deficient in auditory discrimination ability. and
that black English has an influesnce on the
acquisition of word recognition skitls by low SES
black children. (Author/WR)
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Youth
Teachers of culturally different stadents should

not ridicule or serbally abuse their students, but
should try to show thent how the characteristics
of formal English differ €rom urban Blackh En.
glish. They mast be able to ewplain the ap-
propriateness of stundard English usage in certain
situations. while they still maintain respect for the
students” kunguage. Urban blaeh speech is not a
separate dialect from standard English bat it is a
functional variety of Anerican English. cburae.
terized by ellipsis. jargon. and slang. This s
demonstrated in the way educated blackhs Jhift
from Blach Eunglisb to formal English. Joos. the
author of “Fise Clocks.” defines urban blick
speech as the sixth clock. @ varicty of English
between casua! and intimate speech with the fea.
tures of both. He believes that cversone uses
severial functional varieties of Enghsh Some of
these styles are: the frozen style. which s nsed
tor print in fegal docunients or in briefs hefore
the Supreme Courti the formal style, which is
ustally used in lectures and is the style most En-
glish composition teachers require; the casual
sivle, which is the specch used with friends end
acquaintances; and the intimate style, which iy
used in intimate conversation with close fricnds
ur lovers, (SW)

ED 094 386 CS 201 413

Underwood, Gury N.

_Ridialectal Freshman Handbouks--The Next Flim-

Flam.
Pub Date Apr 74
Note—20p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meet-
ing of the Conference on College Composition
and Communication (25th. Anaheim, Califor-
nix, April 4-6, 1974)
FDRS Price MF-$0.75 HC-$1.50 PLUS
POSTAGE
Descriptors —Composition  (Literary). Language
Usage. *Nonstandard Dialects, Social Dialects,
*Texthook Content, *Texthook Evaluation
The bidialectal freshnian bandbook will be the
next gimmick of texthookh companies. even
though they will contain nothing new and will
foster several fallacies. The information will be
questionable. factually inaccurate and unsound
because while no linguist has really been able to
define dialect, linguists claim to have knowledge
ahout the structure of a second dialect. There is
no adequate theory to allow for a thorough com-
parison of dialects, and educators feel that En.
glish orthography is either phonetie or phonemic.
instead of recognizing that spelling represents a
lesel of phonology in which cach morpheme is
assigned an abstraet phonological representation.
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Spelling is uniquely related ta standard American
pronunciation and departure is an interference
However. the word “hidialectal”™ will sell these
textbooks. (SW)
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Standard Spoken Usage

Modern linguistic research shows that the fn-
guage of America is that spoken hy all resideats
of the Americas. with many virieties intfluenced
'by other national languages (eg..  Spanish.
African. American Indian). In addition, linguistic
research has resulted in o competing theories
about teaching standard English that teaching
standard English to u dialect speahing child ena-
bles bim to succeed in uctivities dominated by the

white middle class (bidifectalism). und that such.

insistence on the teaching of stamdard English is
racist. This dilemma indicates the real problem to
be cthnocentrism. not racism. which is merely a
subcategory of ethnocentrism. The vicious cycte
of an cthnocentric sociers may be broken both
through the growing awareness that not only is
black heautitu! but all cthnic groups are beauti-
tul. and through a learmi of the siandard form
of the language ol Amenca, (I M)
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Title NIl ESEA Title 1. *Linguistics Research

and Demonstration Project

The first part of this Linguistics Research and
Demonstration  Project report presents rticles
which have greater implications for u theory of
instruction in English than for practical activities
for classroom utilization, It inctudes *Changing
Emphasis on Formial Lungudge Study.” “The
Growing Importance of and Emphasis on Oral
Language Development.” “*From Compaosition to
the Composing Process.” ““The Changing Ap.
pearance of the English Classroom.” and “*lmpli-
cations for a Need to Muodify English Teagher
Education Programs.” The second part of this re-
port discusses the results of a soctl experiment
in teaching standard usage to  nounstandord
speakers which concluded that a child expands
his linguistic skills by receiving and producing
sentences in relation to a particulur audience,
purpose. time. and place. (SW)
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Speech. Student Teacher Relationship. =Stu-

dent Teachers

In order to investigate the possible con.
sequences of dialectical differences in the class-
room setting relative to the low sncome black and
white first grade child and the prospective white
middle-class teacher. 25 black and 25 white
university lnteners yielded speech recognition
scores for 48 black and 48 white five-year-uld
urban school-children speakens for monosyllabic
words. Each child contributed one word for
either a quiet, 10 decibe! signal-to-noise ratio, or
0 decibel signal-to-noise ratio listening condition.
Wards were intensity-equated. randomized. and
tapued. Results showed that white listeners’ speech
recognition was significantly poorer for black
speakers than for white speakers. while black
listeners scoring white speakers equalied blick
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listeners scoring black speuakers. Overall bhick
listener speech recognition was significantly su.
perior to that of overall white listener speech
recognition. 1t was concluded that since inex-
perienced white  student teachers  mianitested
severe speech recagnition problems with black.
children. structured auditory training for white
teachers may be fruitful. (Appendixes provide an
examination of the characteristivs of black En-
glish and a table of the F-tests for means.)
(Author/IM)
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(Second Language), Language Usage, Negro
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The focus of this bibliography is on the use of
variations of Standard English--often called *-
Nonstandard Dialects'--both in and out of the
classroom. Black English, often thought to be
synonymous with *“nonstandard dialect’ because
of recent attention called to it, is the best known
of the nonstandard dialects, although there are
various regional dialects, such as those found in
Appalachia, the South, and New England. Most
of the documents listed here, however, deal with
black English. The bibliography does not deal
with bilingualism, although several studies of
bilingualism are cited here because of their rela-
tionship to dialect groblems. This bibliography is
divided into three sections. Section 1, **Nonstan-
dard Dialects in the Classroom,” includes the
literature dealing mostly with black English, but
cites documents on other dialects as well. Section
2, “Sociolinguistics and Phonology,’ includes the
literature treating nonstandard dialects in a more
theoretical way. Section 3, “General Dialect Stu-
dies,’* deals with nonstandard dialects other than
black English. The 415 citations were selected
through a manual search of afl the material on
nonstandard dialects appearning in **Research in
Education” and *Current Index to Journals in
Education® during the period from January 1970
throngh December 1973. (Author/JM)
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ED 078 459 ED 081 866 ED 085 801 ED 091 703 ED 092 965 ED 095 227
ED 079 695

Nonstandard Dialects

ED 076 989 ED 083 616 ED 086 949 ED 090 560 ED 091 948 ED 094 374
ED 078 383 ED 084 599 ED 086 966 ED 090 802 ED 092 925 ED 094 376
ED 078 428 ED 085 668 ED 087 007 ED 091 703 ED 092 941 ED 094 386
ED 079 681 ED 085 691 ED 088 987 ED 091 713 ED 092 965 ED 094 390
ED 079 695 ED 085 801 ED 089 219 ED 091 923 ED 092 966 ED 094 413
ED 080 011 ED 086 018 ED 089 284 ED 091 931 ED 092 980 ED 095 227
ED 082 554 ED 086 034 ED 089 344 ED 091 933 ED 093 174

Nonverbal Communication

ED 081 253 -
ED 090 609 22
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Oral Communication

ED 075 716 ED 084 516
ED 075 839 ED 094 413
ED 075 886

Regional Dialects

ED 075 839 ED 076 991 ED 081 000 ED 084 599 ED 092 900 ED 094
ED 075 840 ED 078 421 ED 082 230 ED 086 034 ED 092 943 ED 095
ED 076 981 ED 079 736 ED 082 554 ED 091 710 ED 093 157

Social Dialects

ED 075 839 ED 082 554 ED 090 802 ED 092 943 ED 094 386
ED 079 736 ED 085 801 ED 091 710 ED 093 174
ED 080 011 ED 086 034 ED 091 933 ED 094 376

Sociolinguistics

ED 075 818 ED 080 011 ED 083 628 ED 088 285 ED 090 802 ED 093
ED 075 839 ED 082 196 ED 085 691 ED 089 284 ED 091 923 ED 093
ED 076 989 ED 082 198 ED 085 801 ED 089 856 ED 091 933 ED 095
ED 078 428 ED 083 616 ED 087 007 ED 090 560 ED 093 155

Speech Habits

ED 078 428 ED 079 785 ED 084 599
ED 079 723 ED 081 GOO ED 094 376
ED 079 735 ED 083 628

Standard Spoken Usage

ED 075 818 ED 079 695 ED 085 766 ED 088 987 ED 091 728 ED 094
ED 078 416 ED 081 866 ED 086 018 ED 089 219 ED 091 759 ED 094
ED 078 421 ED 084 516 ED 086 034 ED 089 278 ED 092 980
ED 078 428 ED 085 668 ED 086 966 ED 089 284 ED 093 174
ED 078 459 ED 085 691 ED 087 007 ED 090 560 ED 094 376

Tenl

ED 075 818 ED 089 267
ED 086 949 ED 094 413
ED 087 007 ED 095 227

Verbal Communication

ED 081 253 ED 090 802
ED 082 196 ED 092 965
ED 083 655
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