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The Future of SchootLibraxy Media Centers

Th school,library media specialist is by necessity an.administrator who

\

.
.

mus't assume all the obligations of that role. One of the most important as

well aw,most challenging concerns planning defined by Elizabeih'Stone as "that

part of the.management process'which sets the objectives of administrative
O

actionin the future" [l, Armplei process, it requires the planner to

exercise analytical powers over an unbounded time period and to project plans

into an uncertain future. Daniel Bell in bis recent venture in social fore_'

casting notes that although the margin for error increases the further ahead one

projects "at crucial points...trendsbecame subject to choice...and the decision

6

.(to accelerite, swerve or deflect trends) is a_policy intervention which may

create a turning point in the history...of an institution" [2,p.4].

Therssumpti8n that trends are subject to the choices and decisions made

by thode concern &with school library media centersunderliei this study. The

fast quarter of the twentieth century may very well bk one of those turning
_ .

points mentioned by Bell. In any event., knowing what trends and innovations
1

members of the profession foresee for that period should enhance the efforts of

planners.

Purpose of the Study
4

L

The purpose of this 'study is, therefore, to deterbine
ft

he trends considered

likely and the Innovations, considered desirable in school library media centers

115

,..
of'the future as identified by three groups; namely: practicinglibrarians

/

who are members of thp American Association of School 'Librarians; leaders of the :/



2

1.

\ cr

profesSion,-in this case officers and committee members of Atik. who ate not li-
`14

brary,educators;.,and Acuity membs in ALA accredited ).ibrary schools who have-
, 1

, -' 4 4
4 .. '.

' N...

an expressed -interest in library media centers. - . -

The study concentrates on,four questions:

1. What.trenda do members of these groups ferecast-aslikely to be present in.,

school library media' centers' during the next twenty -fill years?

2. What innovations would they like to,see introduCed in the future?

3. How do they rate these trends and innovations in terms of defirability and

,probable date when they will'become common practice?

4. Dohe thiee groups differ significantly in their, ratings of'the trends

and innovations?
r ,

,Design and Procedures_ofthe Stlfly

-The xesearch design for this study is an exploratory design directed at

-identifying trends and innovationsrather that causal relationships. A mod-
.

ificgtion'of the Delphi technique developed by Olaf Helmer**(3) was used to

.

generate data. As the name Delphi suggests, making judgments about the future

-is a major element of the process in which the goal is Co collect opinions
44

about probabilities in terms of such variables as

The Delphi technique generally rises a series
- q ifs

8144

four uestionnatres. The first asks each respondent, to contribute some
*

tion on the topic under Anvestigation. Ea h respondent in this stu

desirabtlity and times

0 three or, in some cases,

info

was asked to iaentify one or two trende(desirableor undesirable) he th ught

0

**

likely. to be present in, media centers aver the next twenty -five years n4 one

.

or two innovations he would like to see introduced in the future. second

qbestionnaire consists of items, developed from first-round, respdhse and re

quests jUdgments in the form of priority ratings for each item.
4

3 .

articipant
\



t
(

' in this-investigation evaluate each of the twenty-eight trends and twenty-nine

3

innovations' distilled from the first-round responses as to priority (desirability)
. -

and probable date of occurrence.' The present study omits the additionalfiunds
-.,

in which"each respondent is provided with an overage previous round responses

and is asked to reconsider his own response and either move to the group judgmen

or express a reason for his minority position. Such "forcing,to consensus" is

unnecessary for purposes of this study. This modification of the Delphi technique

provides data about the future of library media centers with* reliance on a

single expert or on a discussion type of format in wt4sh such factors as repute-

tion, personality, or rhetoric may influence decision making.,

The three respondent groups for this study include a random sample of 132
. . ,

.

practitioners listed in the ALA Direc&ry as being members of AASL, 158 leaders

of the,irofession listed in the ALA Organization Handbook as being officers and

committee members (excluding professors) of A111,4%nd 80 professors whose

teaching interests as described in the Association of American Library Schools

Directory inclUde school library organization, and administration for a total

of 370 [4]. Thirty-five percent (130) returned fist-round questionnaires in-

dicating the trends and innovations they anticipate fox the future. The second

a
.questionnaire containing the fifty-semen items generated from the first-round.

replies was sent to all members of the originagroup with the exception of six'

who had asked. to be'excluded. Fifty-three practitioneet seventy-five officers,

and Alrty-one pr9fesObrs or a total of forty-four percent returned secOnd-rtund

questionnaires on which they rate items in terms of desirability and, probable

da4t, f occurrence. Forty-one percent of the questionnaires were returned in

time to be tabulated in the results.

c'
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rFindings -- Trends 4

k A.

Examination of the _data in'Table 1 rdveals that' practitioners, ofticerss'an&
,,

professors generally agrte'in'their.assessment of the desirability of each trend.'

Beeatse the size of the totaltespondent group' exceeds the number of items, a

Kruskal-Wallis nonparametric analysis of va iance by ranks.could be applied to
6 I

each item DI% Results indicate that the three groups ditfer significantly in

only four cases. Comparing the statistic H four trends 13, 16, 23, and 24 to the

critical values for chi-square of.5.9 (.05 leveqand 9.2 (.01 level) shows:a

cleat rejectibnat the ,0(1:1.7-el of the assumption of no significant difference

in rankings. Ratings ofeach group displayed in Tables 2; 3, and 4 disclose,

for example, thaethe officers and professors consider, the Media centerstsbe-

coming an open facility replacing the classroom as the learning center of the

School a more desirable trend (11th place) than ab the practitioners (17th place).
I.

As evident in Table 1, the three groups also differ signifiantly in their

estimation of the prdbable date of occurrence for trends 3, 4, 11,'18, and 23.

Respondents fail to give a rating for probable date of occurrence much mbre

frequently than Ydr priority. A number comment/that they find it nearly impos-

sible to designate a-probable date of occurrence. 'Unlike'Montalgne, they can
!

not by considering the present state of things "certainly conclude as to to

future."

OffiCers and prdctitioners, the two groups closest tome is oenters, agree:

rl M ,

completely in their last five rankings and include identical items in their top

five rankings but in different order. 4s might be expected, they are also in

closer agreement on threeof the four tends about which the groups differ

significantly. The one exception is tr d 13 mentioned above. Practitioners

and officens, for example, appear much

a trend toward performing services for

ess enhuslastic than professors about

asers rather than teaching them to be

4
't

p
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self-sufficient. That profssors rank trend 24,,,eightplaces higher than do
. ..

,,membersmembers of the other groups may only reflect the old argument about maximuM,vs.
- 1 t

' ', - , e
h, c

z;minimum service. It may be,.however, that a 'greater appreciation of reality

.

C
-

V

1 *.

tinctures the judgment&-of those in the

rofessqr, Ofte.understandably, look with a more jaundiced eye than do.
,

other respondeAts on a trend (T.23) toward training school library media

. specialists in' colleges 'of educatiob rather than in library schdols. In the
. %, 0

,,

case' Of Creed 16,:ptactitioners and officers givd.more importance than professors
.:=,

.. .-. ,

to prbOding- all children's, services, public 'as, weld, as school, withih media

a

centers'tilat would b e' open the year around. Job dhtortunities may be one-ex-
.

planation for the disparity in views:. Trend 23 would'curtail the number of li-
'

.

,..-,

tbrary
...

school positions open to professors; trenda6,- on the other hand, would
,

. \

almost certainly increase jobli9pportunities fot members of the other two groups. g

,

A7p-qther trends would affect school ribraty'media apecialfsts much the

,
same as members of other.professions are'being affected, Accountability (T.7)

a .

,

i;narrowly'missed having a significant H; it Was, in La&t, ranked higher by
-

ir.-:
.

professors and pfficers than by practitioners , Thi, trend toward accountability '

.

.... ,-
. .

is mot limited'to.tfibee'working in an educational setting. Nationally legislat-
,--:. , )--

-- u .

ed pee review boards are Already being established to insure accountability on
- J 1

--, r ,._,.
.

die part of 13hysic4ns. Accountability, whether viewed 'as desirable or undesir-!-
6 ,-,, '

able, appears to be 'a
.

in: the future.,

trend that will affect several servicp,oriehied profession6

,- -.

All three groups.agred oft the.undesirabiIity df
.

a trend (T.28) toward
.

- replacement of professionals by papa -professionals.., Such a. trend is also becqming
0-.,

'NJ
evident fn Other professions.In health services, fOr eXampte, "nurse practi-

.,
. .

tionerr ahal"parapedics" 'perform service; formerly provided by physicians.

. fi

14



1, .,

.

Tables, 5 -8 display&the distribution of trends by priority-Slid probable -
. ..... .

, . . .

date.of occurrence.. In the case of priority, the cdmulatiV)e frequency.for

. 'the'two hJghes dsiti6ns* the priority scale Was osdd. In Table 5, for

e ample,, Trend4 is placed at the80th'Oercentile indicating that at least
. -

. .

...
0 percent Of all respOndentS rated that item high, either.1 or 2 on 'the

7 4

V

f

, priority scale. , For date of occurrence, a cumulative percent of 75 was
,

considered as consensus --le.,,,75 percent or more respondent agreement on .a
K.

probable date of occurrenCe for a, given trend. To illustrate from Table.5,t--, . . ,. .

'trend 4 appears in, the middle time period ;(1985 -1888) showing t.4at at least

. ,

.

7.. par^cmr of the respondantsebelieve that it will become cOmmon practice by
. , . Y.

. .- .

, f

the end of_ihat.time period. Tipends 18, 22, and(26 lie outside'the time tells. _7
of Table 5 because 25 percent or more of t:he respondents' fail to make a judg-

.

menrabout their _probable dableiWoccurrence.
-TV'. k....._.-

- An, analysis of the diatrOlition'of trends by priority and time makes

. _, .

A
clear diet, 7.5per.c.en-car--More pf the, respondents give a high priority rating

tel only five trends. ,Fifty percenf or more df those respo ndine rate an

additiOnel,ten trends high. The4earlie4date of occurrence fprecast for any itt,

of these high priority items is the m iddle periodeStihe.980s. In contrast,

a11.-,thirieen of- the low IY;J.ority items fall into the lasttime cell (1995c-2000)
,...

,-. -

or, in the case Of .three it.ems,,into the "no date cell,- Unless an effort is

4 .

thatmade tt(3 'hasten theira4yent,,it appears a the trends Considered most desir-
'4414=01 ,,,?..

able will not become practice as soon as Members Of, the profession might wish.
, 4

. . .
..

0 By the same token, the fgtt that the trends judged least desirable arg fore-

. -

cast for a later time period permits'plans being made to mitigate their effects.

Ap e)camination of cables 6-8, discloses that the professors are more re-
-71

luctant to assigna high priority, rating to the trends than are the officers

4

4:4.

v

A
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4

'TABLE 5

DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME --ALL GROUPS COMBINED

16.'

Priority by

Cumulative
Percent

Probable Dateof Occurrence

Early .Middle. = Late

1975-79 1980-84, 1985-89 199Pr94 1995-2000

95

90

85

80.

75

70

.65

55

50

45

40

15

30

25.

70

t5

"Li 0

an

1

3-,

2

4,5

nd

wf-

6,10

12

J

13,15,-

14 .

."

I

16

17

19,20

23.

24

'21

25`'

27,28

:

the two highest

18,22

r.

26

. NOV,: in the case of priority; the,..eunydlative frequency for (1 and 2)

positions on, the .priority scale were used.,
tv

the probabie.date of occurrenqe,indicates'the period in whicfi 75. peicent of more of the

rt;spondens believe an item willbecome common practice.

17



DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS, BY PRIORITY AND TIME: - PRACTITIONERS
-

.

.

_

Priority_by
CumnlatiVe
Percent

C

.

.Probable Date of Occurrence
i

.

.

.

,.
...,

'=,.- .

'_,Early

M5-79

.

4

.

1980=84

Middle
1985-89

.

Late

1990-94 '

.

.4

-
.

1995-2000

n .,

, .

I ''

. -,,

.

'

.

.

.

.

,

- 85

80

75
-`

JO

65

60

55

50

45.

40,

35 .

36'
4

25

,

20

15

10
- (

'-'..

-.

-

.

.

.

-v.

..

.,t-

,..

L.

... ., ,

.

...--

.

' 3

I

I

1

I-

.

.

.

.

.

1,2,5)

4
,

.

,

. .

,

.

)

..

.
.

=

- .

.

j

,

/

.1

I..'

A-

,

i

1

1 ,..

,

8
. .

:7

11

'

.

.

6

80-

.9,12

16

10

.

,

14 .

.

.

.

=-.

_Ilf

-L.

L

,

-

.

)

(

1

..-

.

.

.

a

.

q.

.

.

.
,

.

.

r

,, ,.

.

.

.

.

15,17

13,18,19,20

21

25

27

'

i

,

22, 23

24,26

.

.

.

, . . .

.NbTE: rethe case of priority, the cumulative 'frequency for the two highest (1 and 2)

positions on-,0e priority scale were use-d..

The probafrle date of occurrhnce. :indicates the period in which 710 percent or more of the
, ..

respondents beilieve an item will become common, practice. ..



S TABLE 7
. .

DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME - -OFFICEitS
4

18

.

.
Priority by
Cumulative
Percent, .

,

..

, Probable Date of Occurrence

.

a
....

Early Middle
1975-79 198.0184

,

' - .

1985-89

-
,

'Late
1990- 4

. .
-:-

2, '0.

1995-2000

:--;-------....___,L
;*--______o-

. °

. .'
.

-95

90

85

.80'

75

70

65

60

55

50

45

40,

25

20

15

10

5

.

.

.-

.
.

-

_ .

,

.

.

.

.
.1-

.

.

.

..

.

.

.

.

1..

3,4

5 .

*

.

'

-

0

.

.

.
,

8,10

,

' i

.: .,

.

.

,
a

..

,

.

. '

0

.

. ,

_t

,

. .

.

i
.

.

6,7-

9,11,

12

.

.

/

13

15
$

.

,
4

.

L"..,

r

..

.
G , a

'

.

.

.

14

a

'.

,

:.
L

.

.

.

,

.

*

.

,

.

.

,

,

..

.

. 4.-

,

$

.

.

/116

..

...,,'

.

. ..

.

:

17.

19

23

21

25

27

.

18,20

22

t

24

26

28 .4

.

NOTE,IIn the case of priority, the cumulative frequency for the two highest (1 and 2)

positions on the priority scale were used.

the probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the

respondents believe an item will become cannon piactice.

1-9 O



4

TABLE 8

DISTgiUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME- -PROFESSORS
f

I

a

19 ,

Priority by
Cumulative
.Percent

,

1

r.P .

Probable Date of Occurrence

Pr

Early

1975-79 1980-84
Middle '

1985-89 1990-94

f

Late. nd

1995-2000

/

.

,

..

lb

85

' 80

75
'

70 ,

65 '
, .

60 '

55

50

45
.

.

40POIN

e 4

35

(

30 .':

25

20

15 , .

10

,

,.,/:

,.....__________

2

1
_

.

,

.

4

(

3

-.

,

.

.

\ .

4,5",,

7

8,9,11,12

6,15

.

.

10,13

.

.

-

0.-

,

.

,

.

.

. .

.i

I

14,24

19

16,17

-in 25
,

23,26,27

(28

18

A1,22

. NOTE: In the case of priority, the cumulativelrequencY for the two_highese (1 and 2)
positions on the prforityscale-were

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the
respondentsbelieve an' item will become common practice.

A
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-

and practitioners. Over all, however, the three groups agree in their evaluations.

More than 50 percerit of the officers give trends 1-15 a high rating; the profes-,

sors omit only trend 14; the practitioners omit trends 13 and 15 but include trend '1

16. All three groups are cautious in forecasting probable date of occurrence.

None assign a trend to the early time period; officers and-practitioners assign

four trends to the early-piddle time period (1980-1984); professofs make their

earliest commitment to'the'iata-middle period (1985-1989). The acceleration of

change raises the possibility, however, that such estimates may be too conserve-

tive..-

Findings--Innovations

_ Oneman'i trend may be another man's innovation. In cases where an item'

was 'proposed.as both a-trend and an innovation, the decision was made to list it
)

as a trend on the secoiirOestionnaire. Table 9 shows that the three respondent

groupsdiffer significantly in four of their estimates as to the desirability of

the innovations. CompariRg the statistic H for items 3, 4, 17, and-22 to the

critical valUes of chi-square of 5.9 (.05 level)'and=4:2 (.01 level) discloses

,

a clear rejection at the c,05 level and, in the case of items 3, 17, and 22, a

rejection (at the .01 level.
Respondents evidently find forecasting the probable

,

date of occurrence fort innovations considerably chancier than making the same ,

judgment for trends. Twelve of the date estimates differ significantly--001ne

,

at the .01 level and three more at the .05 level.

Examining the nip five items ,in Tables 10, 11,:and 12 reveals that each

group favors the use of Multi-media-in all library education courses (I.1)

although they differ significantly in their estimations as to probable date of

occurrence. Recruitment of personnel who can be communicators (I.2) and

developing means to evaluate staff and services (I.3) also find favor with all

three groups. .In addition, professors and officers value rqquiring maximum
.

Cr

4.1
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_ rather than minim& professional preparation (1.4); practitioners, some of whom
,

. . -.

4
may meet only minimum,standards, do not include that item in their first five.

10
I..

Few are interested 1n stationing guidance personnel in the library media

center(I.29). Respondents are equally unenthusiastic about providing selective

distribution of information to students (1.28). Although these are the only

items that appear in the last five rankings of each of the three groups; 'student

use of &mputor interrogation systems (1.27) and.standardized plans for school

library media centers (1.24) appear in the lastfive ranks of two groups.

. 1
4 . . . .

Unlike their ratings for/the treds, the groups do not agree on the innovation

-a

they consider least desirable.

Table 13 displays the distribution of-innovations by the priority and time

ratings given each item by all three groups combined. Tables 14-16 provide

individual group distributions. As in the distributions for trends, the pridrity

rating indicates what percent of the respondents assign an item a high rating of

1 or 2. The time rating indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the

respondents believe an innovation will become common practice. For example,

Table 13 reveals that therinnovatiOn ranked first by all three groups combined

receives a high rating of 1 or 2 from $5 percent or more of all respondents;

75 percent or more of .tlpem believe that the use of multi-media in all library

ippcation courses for teachers and library media specialists will become common
4

practice during the late-middle (1985-1989) time period. Practitioners and

officers place that item at the 9'Oth percentile; pgpfessors place it at the 85th.

The three groups differ significantly,. however, in their time estimations.

Practitioners estimate that multi-media will be used in all library education

courses by 1980-1984; officers, forecast 19851989; professors pick 1990-1994.

All agree that this^is a desirable innovation but the practitioners who probably

3.

4
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TABLE 13'
.

,

DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME-=ALL GROUPS COMBINED

_

.

,

Priority by,)
Cumulative ,;

Percent'L

,

...

.

Probable Date of Ourrence.cc
.

,

.

Early -

,
1975-) 79

.

1980 -84
.

,

Middle

1985-89

.

.
--

1990-54.

;

Late
/i9 5-2000
/

,

i,

95

90

85

80

55

70

65

60

.55

50

45o

40

.35

30

25

20

15

10

;.1

2

..s1

,x][.s

'-*
"z

''sf

-,

,

_

.

.

,

(

.

.

,

-

.

12,3

4,5,8

6,10 .

.

7,9

4,

...st

.

.

_

11,12

14,16,17

20

13

15

18

19,21,22,23;24

.

.

0

.

.

.

/

.r.

, ,

,

'

.

-

.

.

.

26
R

27

28,29

.

.

.

.

NOTE: In the case of priority, the cumulative fkequency fdr the two highest (1 and 2)

' positions *the priority scale were used.

The pr9bable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75,percent or more of the

Tespondents-believe an item will become common practice. ,

33
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TABLE14

DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME--PRACT OURS

32

Priority by
Cumulative

Percent

Probable' Date Of Occurrence
=4/

Early
1975-79 1980-84

Middle 1 Late nd

1085-$9 1990-94 1995-2000

95

90 1 5

85

80 7

75 3'

70 6 9,10,11,2

65 44'6 8'44,24,

60

Ir.
. 13.

21,15

5,5 .
19,20,23

50 2 18

45 17

40 26

. 35 27

30 22,29

25

20.

15

./

5

NOTE: In the c e of priority, the cumulative frequency for the two highek (1 and 2}

positions, on the p iority scale were used.

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 piieedi 6r more of the

respondents believe an item will become common practice,

33
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TABLE 15

DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS .BY PRIORITY AND TIME--OFFICEiS

Priority by
- Cumulative

Percent

Probable Date of Occurrence

Ea y Middle

197 -79 .1980-84 1985-89 1990-94 1995,-2000

95

9Q

85

80

75

70

65

60,

55

. 50

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

3 1,2

5,7,10 9,17

16 12,18

) 11,15,20,22

14

23

13

19

21,25

'6

24,27

26

28,29

-NOTE:. In the case of priority, the cumulatjAre. frequency for the two highest (1 and 2)

positions on the priority scale were used.

The probable date of occurrence indicates the perigd in which 75 percent or more of the

respondents believe an item will become common practice.'
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TABLE 16 , .

DISTRIBUTION OF_INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME -7PROFESSORS

Priority by
Cumulative
Percent

Probable Date of Occurrence

Earl}, Middle . Late nd

1975-79 1980-84 "1985-89 1990-94 1995-'2000 '

95

90

85

80

75

70

65

60

55

50

45

40

35

30

25,

20

15

10

5

3

5,10

1,2

7,9,17 4

8

11,12,13,14 15

22

19 18,20,21,26

16,24

23,27

28,29

25

40

NOTE: In the case of priority, the cumulative frequency for the two highest (1 Cnd 2)

positions 'on the prAority scale were used.

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more. of the

respondentsjaelieve an item will become common practice:1

4.4.1,41-1
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- best realize the need for such courses are more optimistic in their time estimareg

than are the professors who will be offeringthe courses. '

Officers and professors assign a high priority rating, to twice as many

innovations as do the practitioners who give a more conservative ratipgto the.

majority of the. proposed innovations. Two innovations (I.1 and t.3) arejgxe-z_

cast for the early-middle period (i98641984)1y practitiOners and officers

respectively. The data in table 13 indicates, howevei, that the late-middle tini

period (1985-1989) is the earliest date forecast by all groups combined for th6l3e

innovations considered most desifable. %

Summary and Conclusions

Practitioners, officers, and professors agree, fOr the most part, in their'

estimations as to the desirability of each trend and innovation differing signi-

icantly on only four of the twenty-eight trends and on only four of'the twenty

nine. innovations. Judgments about the probable date of occurrence of the trends

and innovations areatgreater variance than thoge for priority. The groups

differ significantly on time estimations for five of the trends and twelve of

the innovations.

This study has .implications for all those concerned, with school library media

centers. MoreMore specifically, it has implications foi practitioners, Tdficers and

1-)

leaders in the profession, and professors charged with providing the formal pre-
.

paration for school library media specialists.

The implications for practitioners appear awesome. A school library medi

specialist who can meet the expectations set forth in these trends and_ innovations

will be the most important member of the school staff able to do anything a acher

can do and most of what an administrator must do. To achieve these-trends and

innovations, however, will require a more forceful apgioach than has been chaFac-

3E;

35
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teristic of many professionals in the past.

If library educators are to meet the needs of those who will be functioning
'N

as school library media specialists, library schools will have to provide a

much more media oriented course of studies than is now offered in many programs.

Library schools will have to require their students to cross disciplinary lines

to take education courses that will make them knowledgeable 'about the curriculum,
11.

individu.alized learning, and the myriad things they will have to know in order to

take their proper place on the educational team. Less autonomous library programs

such as those that are'part of a college of education may be at an advantagein

this interdisciplinary effort. .

Officers and leaders of the profession may face the greatest challenge of

all. Theirs is the responsibility to lead the practitioners and to push the

,/
professors. They must lead those in the.field to revise their philosophies and

to update their skills in order to meet the needs of the future. They mast push

the professors to revise their' philosophies and to update their courses to meet'

the needs of aspirants to the profession as well as established memberslinVrested

in continuing education.

Emerson wrote that "the project of innovation is the best possible state of

things." This study indicates that members of the profession think that sufficient
.

ti-le exists to promote desirgtile trends and innovations and tp circumvent the ones

r_-)nsidered less desirable. Tipose entrusted with the future of school library

media centers may never achieve'that best possible state, but with sound planning

they .-an achieve a better state.
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