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mu§t assume all the obligations of that role. One of the most important as s

well as‘most challenging concerns planning defined by Elizabeth Stone as "that
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The Future of Schoo¥ Library Media Centers

»

Tﬁetschool library media specialist is by necessity an administrator who

-

part of the management process which sets the objectives of administrative

action in the future [l, p.36]. ‘Al'omplex process, it requires the planner to

exerdise analytical powers over an unpounded time period and to pnoject plans
into an uncertain future. Daniel Bell in his recent vénture in social fore- -

casting notes that although the margin tor,ergor increases the further ahead one

projects "at crucial points...trendgvbecome subject to choice...and the decision

®
(to accelerate, swerve or deflect trends) is a _policy intervention which may

create a turning point in the history...of an institution" [2,p.4]. '
v Thevpssumptgon that trends are subject to the choices and decisions made
» M R . ‘ Y
by those concerned with school library media centers underlies this study. . The

Tast quarter of the twentieth century may very well bk one of those turning

4

points mentioned by Bell. In any eyent, knowingrwhat trends and innovations

members of the'profession.foresee for that period should enhance the efforts of

planners, ' : ‘ Cc ' - |

o . T P ‘. . ~
Purpose‘of the Study _ , - . .

re

The purpose of thfs‘study is, therefore, to determine %he trends considered

- +
’

!

likelyjand the innovationa\considered desirable in school library media centers ,

of the future as identified by three groups, namely. practicingulibrarians oe

s . L “

who are members of the American Association of School ibrarians, leaders of the
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profession,-in fhis_case officers and committee members of AASL who are not 1i- i

brary .educators;: and acuity members in ALA accredited_library:scbools who have-

. -i .
P & ° © X, - . .

e )

'~ an expressed interest in library m?dia centers. . M Toom

|7 .
:, The study concentrates on‘four questions. ) ‘ i
’ ) ’ ‘ ’

1. What trends do members of these groups f@recast as likely to be present in , .

school library media’ centers' during the next twenty—fivg years? '_ . .
2. hhat innovations would they like to see inttoduced in the future?

3. How do they rate these trends and fnnovations in terms of degirabilitry and ,‘

. probable date when they will become common ;ractice?“

4. Do, the three groups differ eignificantly in their. ratings of the trends ~

Te

. and innovations? , ' . : BN <o
o 9 - . . . .

Design and Procedures,of‘thz St%?y o o

- The research design for this study is an exploratory design directed at

identifying trends and innovations rather that causal relationships. A mod- / l

- 1

ification’of the Delphi technique deyelopgd by 0laf Helmere[3] was used to -~

gerderate data. As the name Delphi suggests, making judgments about the future

is a major element of the process in which the goal is to collict opinions

T ~ P, K5 O

about probabilities in terms of such vqriables as desirabflity and times * °

» c‘

The Delphi technique generally idses a series qf three or, in some cases,

N ' - % ! .. . . %

four :uestionnaires. The first "asks each megﬁondent,to.contribute some

-
. . . '
P N

info tion on the toplc upder investigation. Ea h réspbndent in this study _'/
©

was asked to identify orie or two trends? (desirable or undesirable) he thdught ! g
i o

likely to be present in media centere pver the next twentx—five years nd one‘,<

-

or two innovations he would like to see introduced in the future.
4 v
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V' in this’investigation evaluate each of the twenty-eight trends and twentf;nine

.

innovations‘distilled from the first-round responses as to pfiority*(desirability)

’
A te

and probable date of occurrence.' The present study omits the additional’kpunds

-in which®each respondent is provided with an ave;age-of previous round responses
' . [ - he »

and 1s asked to reconsider his own response and either moye to the group judgmen;;})

or express a reason for his minority position. Such "forcing to consensus" is |

' A !

unnecessary for purposes of this study. This modification of the Delphi technique

4

provides data about the future of library media centers without reliance on a

\
¥ '

> . b ’
single expert or on a discussion type of format in wh¥ch such factors as reputa-

.
-

- - tion, personality, or rhetoric may influence decision making. . .
- . ~The three respondent groups for this study include a random sample of 132

practitioners listed in the ALA Direcfory as being members of AASL, 158 leaders

i

of the.profession listed in the ALA Organization Handhook as being officers and

. . - v [N

) [y -

o ) committee members (excluding‘professors) of AAELr3and éO'professors whose ‘ -
-
s teaching interests as described ,in the Associatien of American Librar; Schools ‘ *
fg; ‘s Directory inclide school librar;‘organization and administration for a total ‘
% of 370 [4]. Thirty-five percent (130) returned first—round questionnaires in- l
% dicating thé trends and innovations they anticipate for the future. The secoqd }%

,questionnaire containing the fifty~-seven items generated from the first—round

replies was sent to all members of the origindl group with the exception of six® - -
who had asked. to be ‘excluded. | Pifty-three practitiones®, seventy-five officers,
and zhirty—one prof/sgbrs or a total of forty-four percent réturned second-rbund . "

. -
e, . . -

¢
questionnaires on which they rate items in terms of desirability and,probable -

; ) ) ! - " !
datg,of,occurrence. Forty-one percent of the questionnaires were returned in

.
’ p .
[] 4 . .

N i time to be tabulated in the results.
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> ’ Findings~-Trends . ", -
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Examination of the data in'Table 1 rdveals that-practitioners, oﬁficers, and

’
. - » LI v

i

professors geﬂerally agrég‘iq'thei;jassessment of the desirébilify of:each trend.’ ¢
Becayse the size of the totalrrespondent group exceeds the number of items, a L

€ ’ . . ’ r
Kruskal-Wallis nonparametric analysis of Qéﬁiance by ranks.could be applied to

. e g

each ittem [5). Results indféate that the three groups Qiffer.significantiy in

only four cases. Comparing the statistic H for trends 13,.16? 23, and 24 to the

' i

cfisicé; valgés forAchi—square of 5.9 (.95 ie&elljand 9.5\(.01 level) shows'a -
cleat rejectién'at ghe,.é level of tﬁé assumption of no'signiﬁiéant digferenée
in ranﬁings. Ratings of- each éroup displayed in T;bles 2, 3, and &4 disclose,
for example: thaé‘thé'offip;rs'énd'pgofes;ors cohsi&erfthe dedia cénters's.be-

coming an open facili%y replacing'thé classroom as the leérning center of the

school & more desirable ttrend {1lth place) than do the practitioners (17th place).
B , .

~

As evident in Table 1, the three groups also d}ffer signifiéantly in their -
N ; .‘) . - :", .

estimation of the prdbable date of occurrence for trends 3, 4, 11, 18, and 23.

4

o

Respondents fail to give a rating for probable date of occurrence much more

.

frequently than Tor priority. A number'cdmment;that.they find it nearly impos-
sible to designate a-probable date of oceurrence. Unlike Montaigne, they can

.

“certainly conclude as to to

not by considering the present state of things

t
s

future.” . . . -

offiders and practitioners, the two groups closest to medla centers, agree-

.

(', 3 + h. .
complecgly in their Iast five rankings and include identical items in their top

&

five rankings but in different order; As might be“expecied,ithey are also in

closer agreement on three‘*of the four tfends about which the groups differ

’

Practitionersﬂ

.

significantly.. The one excepxiod is trend 13 mentioned above.

and offiqens, for example, appear much less enthus{astic than professors about

a trend toward performing'services for hsers rather than teaching‘them to be

o
ks
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self—sufficient. That proféssors rank trend 24-eight places higher than do

members of the other groups may only reflect the old argument about maximum vs.
’ -

. “:

z,minimum servdce., It may be,'however, that a greater appreciation of reality

f L s ~ "
itinctdres the Judgmentslof those in the field T - o ? -
r‘ - 5{ So ’ - * - . %
, rofessors, quite understandably, look with a more jaundiced eye than do’ :
¢, [~ ce » - ’
AN s ..
-, , other. respondeuts on’ a, trend (T 23) toward training school library media o . R
.4 a specialists in colleges of education rather than in library schools. Tn the i
: M " .

. ' case of trend 16, practitioners and officers give more importance than professors

': i

f Cto prbviding all children s, serv1ces, public ‘as. weki as school, withih media

- LS . ¢
'

. ;-cent;rs that wouid be’open the year around. , Job oﬁﬁortunities may be one ex- ‘ .
? planation for the disparity in views.: Trend 23 would curtail the number of 1i-
k ébrary school positions open to professorS' trend l6 on the other hand would -
/ ‘f.almost certainly increase job\ppportunities fo% members of the other two groups; ) {

& ; - th -qther trends would affect school library media specialists mueh the
oA - b © . . . .

'same as members of other<professions are’ being affected, Accountability (T 7)

- ‘o= ~

-~

) narrowly missed having a significant H' it was, in ﬁact, ranked higher by

professors and pfficers than by practitionersa This trend toward accountability L

—~

§ is not limited to. tﬁose working in an educational setting Nationally legislatb' ‘
Ay EE e 7 - K

ed peeg review boards are already being established to insure accountability on

< { - o * ~.
- <
. i
-
N
N

" tHe part of physicians. Accouhtability, whether viewed as desirable or undesir~

B L]
. « 2

y; able, appears to be a trend that will affect several service orieﬂted professions
R ‘~)‘ . e -?, " - . . B .. "

- ' . . b [
4y in-the’future.t . ‘. ﬁ:. F. . < .o _ .

L ¥
> . - ‘
£ . Py
i

All three groups agreé on the undesirability of a trend (T 28) toward N

A 5y o

P replacement of pro£essioﬁals by para-professionalb. Such a. trend is also becqming

.. i -

r evident in other préfessions.\ In health services, for exampte nutse practi-

- : tioners" and ”paramedics" perform serVices formerly provided by physicians.
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Tables 5 -8 display&the gistribution of trends by priorityrand probable -

date of occurrence., In the case of priority, the cdmulativ% frequency ‘for

"the “two highesgﬁpositionsigh the priority scale was. uséd. In Table 5 for

P
- . v

e mple, Trend-4 is placed at the BOth‘percentile iddicating that at least

v 1

+ 40 percent bf all respondents rated that item high, eitifer 1 or 2 on ‘the . .

\c

. . . - Cw
. priority scale, .For date of occurfence, a cumulative percent of 75 was o0

. - - s . y . . i \
considered as, consensus--ie.,q75 percent or more respondent agreement on.a

. ’
-

probable date of occurre?ce for a‘given trend” To illustrate from Table'5,
L) ~ . - / -

U trend 4 appears in-the middle time perdod-. (1985 1989) showing that at least

T

S .
‘ 75 percent of th~ respc“aa tsfbelieve that it wiil become cdmmon practice by

- I

N [ -

Y .
the end of. that'time period: gfends 18, 22, and(26 lie outside the time cells
L d

- - of Table 5 because 25 percent or more of the respondents fail to make a judg- :

s
7 -~ - * - “g- Al

ment- about mheir.probable daqiygfﬁzccurrence.u ) o " .
- An, analysis of rhe distribucion of trends by priority and time makes e

v.‘!’.

clear that, 75‘Qercea£>or“ﬁ6re of the, respondents glve a high priority rating v
“

<" R

I . te only five trends. Fifty percent or more of those responding rate an ' £
> " Te ' , [ ' ¢ * e - N N y ) N b
additional,ten trends high. The Jgarllegt date of occurrence forecast for any &f

©o of these high prierity items is the middle period” the ’80s. In contrast, ﬂ’ :

. - . " -

-

- -

AN . all,thirteen of. the low priority items fall into the last-time cell (l995r2000)

0 [}

or, in the case of Lhree items, into the "no dat cell, Unless an effort is )

made fo»hasten their a@¥ent,,it appears that the trends considered most desir-

- "‘_ o > s
able will not become practice as soon as members of the profession might wish.

', ¢ By the same token, the fact that the trends judged least desirable are fore- .

4 ¢ ~

cast for a later time perioQ permits plans belsig made to mitigate their effects.

~ B o

Ap examination of Eables 6-8 discloses that the professors are more re-

<

. res . . . 4.
luctant to assign a high priority rating to the trends “than are the officers

» ~




»

posit fons om the priority scale were used. P

i

In ghe case of priority; the,ueunfnlatiVe frequency for the two highest (1 and 2)

) " ' ’ . <0
) ’ ‘ - 160
‘ ) : ‘C L4 ~ ' .’-
: \ >
‘ . \/ b ." “
: / ) -t 4
! ~ /TABLE 5 .
DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME--ALL GROUPS COMBINED
. _
. - e
: Probable Date-of Occurrence _ .
. . . .
Priority by Early .Middle ’ - - - Late a8 nd. )
Cumulative 1975-79 1980-84. 1985-89 199094 1995-2000
Percent ; ‘ . '
95 P ' ' o |
. . ‘ |
90 1 2 ! |
> i
85 3 : .
N ( A 1
< 80 ) 4,5 }
75 )ﬂ ; -
o100 - - 6,10 .
.65 7,8
60 . , 9,11 12 . ’ )
. i' ‘ N
55 , T . 13,15 ‘
.50 I ‘ - . 1% .
- \}K ] « t ;,1
s b5 o ! ” ) 16 g
.40 ! y oY 17 | ;
3 19,20
* < ! : )
30 : s , ’ 23, 18,22
25. S \ © 24
~ o b
?” e ~ ) v. N3 . . ‘ 21 . ’ ”:'
PEY R . \ = ) 4 @3‘ ¥ R )
5 L 2 A 25 226
10 T - " ) 27,28 . -
. ' + ) . >
T X" NoTi

~

the probabie,date of ocecurrence, indicates the period in which 75 percent ot more of the

rvspondents believe an item will .become common pract:.ice

ERIC
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o “ ! ¥ i7
i -t TABLE 6 o e ) .
‘.Z—:', DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS. BY PRIORITY AND TIME--PRACTITIONERS ° .
o - : — ;
Lz :é ’  .Probable Date of Occurrence v #
{ ‘ .
N " —~ % - . T R
Priority,By 'Zﬁarly * Middle . Late | - snd ., " -
Cumplative 1975-79 1980-84 1985-89 1990-94 1995-2000 ‘
Petcent b - E v, i . s - '
[& % ]
~ :qff r - . v 3,:
~ 95 . ’ o
. L} i?‘ . . ‘U
90 = o ’ ’
185\ Z .3 1,2,5 )
80+ ' 4 .
75 s . -
70 .
65 - : 8 6 10
60 4:::', . ) t S 7 ) %_ :’ - ¢ » ’
4 Q
55 y ‘ 11 . 9,12 14
— o >+ F 16
?‘, \4_5~ A_‘ .l P 4 15 » 1 7
’ 40 ‘ o >\‘~ @ Yo
L ] a
* 35 . | ,” 13,18,19,20 22,23
< 30 A
! i”’ .)
25 . . 21
. _2'0' N ’ e -~ - .
15 =T 25 o] 24526
> .
’ 10 - . 27
. ¢ -3 .
5 28 - : .
i ‘, ! i a

4

NETE ra’the case of priority, the cumulative frequency for the two higheat (1 and 2)
positions on: the priority scale were used

—

-~

The probgble date of occurrbnce indicates the perioq in which 7 percent or more of tle

ERIC

.3’3;;

pondents believe an item will become common practice.
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. ] I \'. : ‘:. PR J
1 ‘ - LS ra ) :
- _— ~ TABLE 7. - )
. . . . oo - . o,
DISTRIBUT‘ION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME--OFFICERS )
— . .. " * ; Nl Y e ‘e, o
. Probable Date of Occurrence ' 2
-~ * ' i - * > ’ . . : T - 2 ¥ )o —
.. Priority by Early . - Middle’ ) Late ) °  .nd
Cumulative 1975-79 1980-84+ 1985-89 1990 {2 1995-2000 ' .
Percent, - ‘ . . ﬁﬁh__N_"ﬁ“ R
M « N . o
- ) . R 4 . . . T T
<95 w ' . [ ) .‘1 B . o '0' o . ) ) ‘ .. .' )
- . v - ‘. . ‘ v, e * > ® "‘. “ . ;
90 . L 2, : . *
85 ’ a 3’1‘ ’ ° » A .0 » R
R . ] R . s— .{N £ . ' .‘\.’
’ .80 - I 5 : . : , RN
- L v ) ‘ ¢ ’ |
75 ‘ 8,10 L] o
1 2 ‘ r ) N
' 70 . \ 6,7 - |’ !
. ¥
65 - 9,11, 13 e 1
. / . ‘ 4 . o » * ¥
60 . S 12 15 ° . b
. * . .
’ . &, + W l
55 o X ! .. ’
v . ’ / . ,
50 . 4 ) ] i : - 116 N %a
fr“‘ :. ’ £ ’ ¢ -
© 45 . . 16 /1
s /1. . D 17
3 . ¢ , 19 18,20
0 . ‘ 23 22
25 - . 1
20 - , ’ 21’ 24
¢ :
15 ' ) 25 26
10 ; .- 27 28, ¢
. 1 -
5 - C

NOTE:u 'In the case of priority, the cumulative frequency for the tvo highest (1 and 2)

positions on the priority scale were used.

The probable date of occurrence lndicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the
" O pondents belﬁeve an item will beco&e common practice.
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positions on the priority“scale’ were usged,.

-
v -

rd

.

[

»

. {
’ TABLE 8 , ,
DISTﬁiEUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME--PROFESSORS i
T 1
Probable Date of Occurrence
P
7. -
" Priority by Early Middle ‘ Late, nd
. 4 Cumulative 1975-79 \ 1980-84 1985-89 1990-94 1995-2000
. Percent : : /
SR 2 ’
\J' el
85 - 1
e S
80 o0 ' 3
T 75 (0 R
. T, N - ‘-k‘ﬂ‘
. 70 \ 4,5°, R 6,15
') 65 / 7 .
. 60 .7 8,9,11,12 10,13 -
i 55’ N ) »
- . - »
20 L ’ N
:{,;:r%
45 - -
, GO 14,24
7 % \ , . .
3 - 19
y '( , ’ "
30 .° : 16,17 Yo
25 18
. 20 720,25 . 31,22 .
15 . . - 23,26,27
10 : €28
" NOTE: 1In the case of priority, the cumulagive'frequency for the two highest (1 4nd 2)

The probable date of oecurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of bhe
respondents believe an’ item will become common practice.
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» and practitioners., Over all, howéver, the three groups agree in their evaluations.
More than 50 percent of the officers give trends 1-15 a high rating; the profés;
sors omit only trend 1lé4; the practitionkrs omit trends 13 and 15 but include trend 3

16. All three groups are cautious in forecasting probable date of occurrence. .

i - »

None assign a trend to the early time period; officers and -practitioners assign
\

four trends to the early-middle time period (1980-1984); professors make their

o

earliest commitment to' the’ Iate-middle period (1985-1989). The acckleration of

change raises the possibility, however, that such estimates may be too conserva-

- e

‘tive.. . .
—~ ) ‘
N - Findings—Innovations ’ ‘ ‘ . ]
- One.man's trend may be another man's innovation. In cases where an item®
. : )
s //\\was proposgd.as both s'trend and an innovation, the decision was made to list it

as a trend on the second guestionnaire. Table 9 shows that the three respondent
groups-differ significantly in four of their estimates as to the desirability of
the innovatious. Compariqg the statistic 'H for items 3, 4, 17, and—22 to the

. critical values of dhi—square of 5.9 (.05 levsl)'and,éiz (.01 level) disploses

'a clear rejection,st the‘;OS level snd, in the casiiof items 3; 17, and 22, a

rejection(at the .01 level. Respondents evidently find forecasting the probable

-
- . v

date of occurrehce for’ ihnovations considerably chancier than making the same

judgment for trends. Tweive of the date eséimatgs differ significantlyijﬁﬂﬁne
¥ . . " , - .o . .
at the .01 level and three more at the .05 level. - .

.

" Examining the top five items in Tables 10, 11, .and 12 reveals that each

grodp favors the use of multi-media in akl library education Courses (I.l)
althoughathey dif fer significantly inlpheir estimations as to probsble date of

. occurrenée. Recruitment of personnel who can be communicators (I.2) and

developing means to evaluate staff and services (I 3) 4lso find favor with all .

I

three groups. - In addition, professors and officers value rqguiring maximum
* ~ "' . . » . o R
~ B} [

" - ; .
. o L ‘ '
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rather than minimdm brofessionai preparation (I.4); practitioners, some of whom

' : y N ) ‘ ‘ : N ) -

may meet only minimum.standards, do not include that item in their first five.
l A

.

Few are interested dn stationing guidance personnel in the library media
. . - , . -

center(I.29). Respondents are equally unenthusiastic about providing selecti%e
: A , . . )

r . .
distribution of information to students (I.28). Although these are the only

. . . )
items that appear in the last five rankings of each of the three groups, 'student

use of &omputor interrogation systems (L.27) and.standardized plans for school

library media centers (I.24) appear in'the lastifive ranks of two groups.
. -« ) . 4 . .
Unlike their ratings for,the trends, the groups do not agree on the innovation

¢ .

they consider léast desirable.’ g K
Table 13 displays the Qistributioﬁ of--innovationg by the priority and time

ratings given eacb item by all three groups fombined. Tables 14-16 provide

3

,

individual group distributions. As.in the distributions for trends, the pricrity

rating indicates what percent of the respondents assign an ftem a high rating of

1 or 2. The time rating indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the

%,

respohdents believe an inrovation will become common practice. For example, 2

Table 13 reveéls fhat the ‘innovation ranked firstlby all three groups coﬁbined

-

receives a high rating of 1 or 2 from 85 percent or more of all respdndents;

»

75 percent or more of tbem believe that the use of multi—media in all library

'eaucation courses for teachers and library media specialists will become common

-

practice during the late-middle (1985—19§9)vtime period. Practitioners and

officers place that item at the 90th percentile; professors place it at the 85th.

The three groups differ significantly, however, in their time estimations. /

Practitioners estimate that multi-media will be used in all library education

courses by 1980—1984' officers forecast 1985—1989 professors pick 1990-1994.

All agree that this is a desirabie innovation but the practitioners who probably

~

\1‘

e

~
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DI’STRIBU’ILION OF INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME--ALL GROUPS COMBINED
‘ ‘? — - T — ~7
o e /) Probable Date of Oceurrencé - . \ ///
- s 'i s B - N , . ‘ 3 '
o ! ’ -~ . — : -
- L, Eariy . Middle . - Late
Cumulative 5 1975—79 1980-84 . 1985~89 1990-94 /1995-2000
Perceng %ng o . ) X . //
- %; a o : . /
95 ,-‘:fi:"f . ) " Lt f? .
" ‘ <l c 7 /
90 r»c . : . / -
| 85 5 4. 1 1,2,3 .
80 - A \ 4,5,8
® . 73}_7’::( ., L - 5
75 4 St 6,10 . 7,9
[ IR - : o 11,12 13
- - . - f:',\:;:i-: .~
> 65 L. | - - - o 14,16,17 15
60 S 20 - 18
L
Y .
55 e | ‘ , 19,21,22,23),24
& e T -
e F .o
50 O 25
¢ \ . ) :
. 454 . . 26
- R e ’ Lt 5
’ 40 : - 27
[N -~ ‘:,’; 3
35 »o3
R B . ' : - ) " 28,29
. _ , .
N 25 ’L - .
o200 ¢ .
SR .k
15 %: y o g ¥
10 N
N &) A
v :

NOTE: In the case of priority, the cumulative ftequency fbr the two highest (1 and 2)
* positions oﬁ ‘the priority scale were used. ;-

* .

The prﬁbable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75.percent or more of the
“°°pondent8 believe an item will become common practice.
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TABLE| 14 | | .
\ . DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME-PRACT@OEERS
’ . \ , ?’ o
— : - +—
N Probable Date of Occurrence 5
; SRR | §% )
Priority by . Early . Middle ; ° . .. - Late . ", nd
Cumulative . 1975-79 1980-84 1?85-89 - 1990-94 1995-2000
. Percent ' . Lo B - )
.. l
95 * . : . " " i i
- l ! |
90 1 ° ‘ . 1 ' P 5 l“ »
. ) ] |
85 L L ‘
80 o , ' W | L7
1 - S : -‘»@’ . . r
75 ) T o 3'
A <, 2 . - ! i . -
70 o . o6 . 9,10,11,12 | .
65 ) 4,1% ' 8,14,24,
R 4 £ v, . ko . - 13
60 . . R ot 2,15
55 ; ' IR B B 1. 19,20,23
" 50 e, PR T - : .18
40 . ' . .26
! : ! B . :
35 T ' .o 27
30 ) o . 22,29
25 ’ " 28
20 - _ - :
.15 s . / o .
. - ! . ) . B L d
10 ’ ) ) ' ' -
.S , I
. sy . ' ¥

v 4 S N —
" NOTE: 1In thefsaéé/:; priority, the cumulative frequency for the two highest (1 and 2) .
positions on the pFlority scale were used.

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the
pondents believe an dtem will become common practice.,
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TABLE 15

" DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY ‘PRIORITY AND TIME--OFFICERS }

|

A

33

Priority by
- Cumulative
Percent

7

v

Probable Date of Occurrence

1980-84

oy
1975-79

Middle
1985-89

' “Tate
1990-94

19952000

-

nd

95
90
85
80

73

- 70
65
60 .
55
50
43
40
35
30
25
20

"15
10

5

1,2

4,6,8

5,7,10

9,17

%,

16

A

12,18
> 11,15,20,22
14

23

13

19

21,25

T T

L

1

24,27

26

28,29

- NOTE:.

_ posittons on the priority scale were used.

In the case of priority, the cumulative frequency for the two highest (1 and 2)

The probable date of occurrence indicates the periqd in which 75 percent or more of the

resnondents believe an item will become common practice.
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TABLE 16

’

DISTRIBUTION OF,INNOYATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME--PROFESSORS

34

Priority by
Cunulative
Percent

Probable Date of Occurrence -

Early
1975-79

Middle
*1985-89

.

Late .
1995-2000 f

1990-94

- 95,
90
© 85
80 -
75
70
65
60
55

50

—~ 45
40

# .35

20
15
10

)

i~

5,10

1,2
7,9,17
8

11,12,13,14
22

19

15

18,20,21,26
16,24

A

A

fyony
~

23,27
28,29 -

- 25

<

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more, of the
:f"pondents‘believe an item will become common practicecy
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NOTE: 1In the cése of priority, the cumulative freguency for the two highest (1 £nd 2)
positions on the prilority scale were used. B
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> - best realize the need for such courses are more optimistic in their time estimageg;
. s . . :
than are the professors who will be offering‘the courses. ' ] -

Officers and professors assign a high priority rating to twice as many

innovations as do the practitioners who give a more conser?ative ratipg»to the

majority of the-proposed innovations. Two innovations (I.1 and T. 3) are’,gre- o
cast for the early-middle period (1980#1984) by practitioners and officers \" )

F

respectively. The data in table 13 indicates, however, that the late-middle timé

period (1985-1989) is the earliest date forecast by all groups combined for thé}e

\ -

innovations considered most desifable. & © . -

Summary and Conclusions Y i

-,

. Practitionets, officers, and professors agree, for the most part, in their

.

estimations as to the desirability "of each trend and innovation differing signi?-

’  icantly on only four of the twenty-eight trends and onm ‘only four of the twenty-

o nine. innovations. Judgments about the probable date of QCCprrence of the trenﬂs

and innovations are -at- greater variance than those for priority. ‘The groups

S

differ significantly on time estimations for five of the .trends and twelve of
" -7
the innovations. ) ] -

This study has-Jmplications for all those concerned with school library media
- I -

centers. More specifically, it has implications for practitioners, officers aéd
. - i

leaders in the profession, and professors charged with providing the formal pr}-

.,

paration for school library media specialists. ' . !

¢ - i

The implications for practitioners appear awesome. Aischool library medi%

-

specialist who can meet the expectations set forth in these trends and. innovations

will be the most important member Qf the school staff able to do anything a téacher

1

can do and most of what an administrator must do. To achieve these-trends and
) 3 B ’ . [

innovations, however, will require a more forceful approach thap has been chagac-

.
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reristic of many professionals in the past.

If library educators are %o meet the needs of those who will be functioning
, . -.-’., . . . N ‘
as school library media specialists, library schools will have to provide a

[

much more media oriented course of studies than is now offered in many programs.

Library schools will have to require their students to cross disciplinary lines

- . - ~

1

to take education courses that will make them knowledgeable about the curriculum,

-

individualized learning,.and the myriad things they will have to know in order to

-

take their proper place on the educational team. Less autonomous library programs

such as those that are ‘part of a college of education may be at an advantage in

A >

this interdisciplinary effort. . '

-

Officers and leaders of the profession may face the greatest challenge of
all. Theirs is the responsiPility to lead the 7ractitibners and to push the
/ ’
professors. They must lead those in the .field to revise their philosophies and

to update their skills in order to meet the needs of the future. They mast push
. .
the professors to revise their philosophies and to update their courses to meet’

the needs of aspirants to the profession as well as established member§4in£grested

in continuing education. el r . )
Emerson wrote that "the project of innovation is the best possible state of
.

things." This study indicates that members of the profession think that sufficient

time exists to promote desiréﬁ&e trends and innovations and to circumvent thg,ones
«onsidered less desirable. Those entrusted with the future of school library
med1ia centers may never achieve'that best possible state, but with sound planning
. , i .

they -an achieve a better state, ) . . .

/
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