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EXCHANGE OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ABOUT NON-BOOK MATERIALS

EXPERIM'ENTAL _\ngi)LEMENTA?rION OF A COMPUTERISED 3YSTEM
by L.A. Gilbert - Council for Educational Technology
: for the United- Kingdom

. < .

b . . *

Introduction "t . ' s,

~
Y

-This pape;'outlines a progosal ‘for the experimental
implementation of EUDISEDL in the field of the exchange -
of biblidgraphic information about non~-book materials.
The purpose of this pilot experiment is ta test and.
gevelop in a-practical form som® aspects of the o
intelléctlal -stucies by Gilbert?, Gorman3, Lin orad,
ShifrinS’ and Tucker®. , . g
< . . v

3 .

'. 1 .
. ;.> Background ° e L
244" Backazcund ~ /

2.0, Gilbert recommends (Sed? 4,3.5) "against the preparation _
* and distribution of a printed Eqropéan-catalogue of T
. non-book materials that are available ‘in member countries
. for educational use. As an interim measure he suggests
. ¥"..» the development of a simpl® network of national infoxmation -
agenciesjqapable'of-handliq& enquigies. However, he
envisages (Sec. 4.3.3) the eventual cgeatioﬁiby‘EUDISBD
of a, Buropean data base in machine readable form, with -
' gelections of the data being ‘distributed to national
centres-in member states on ‘computer -tape for local °
exploitation. ' ' '

-~

- - ’ L 3
This would réquire an international centre °to act as the
. focus of the network (Tucker Sec. 3.1) . Tucker sees. '
(sec.-2.2) the processing functions of the network

international cegtres asaincludihg:- o

{a) ¢ ' producing for national cenfres selective
' indexes and lists in whatever form required,.

e.g., micyoform, computer, typeset output, line
* printer listings; or on-line through a video

. terminals  ~ .

B ¢

(D) _procggsihg search prof;les{ SDI or retro-
spectiye, provided by national centres andw
: produc%hg outputs in the desired physical s’
form. '




' 2‘.3‘

3.1

B
t
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L “ "

e

In the early stages of the development of the computer- ‘r//f// ‘.
:based netwoxrk Tucker assumes that national centres will -
provide the 1nternatlonal centre *with machine readable

data in EUDISED Standard MARC or MARC (but not. EUDISED
standard) or non-MARC. However, he hopes that where o
naxlonal .centres have been set up after the agreement

/on EUDISED stdndards;, with systems based on EUDISED

software, the centres will provide thelr data to ‘the
international centre in EUDI-SED Standard MARC, which.,

14 allow the data to be processed without preliminary
format conversion (Tucker Sec. 4.2). Also machine
readable records selected from this input would be . .
issued by the 1nternat10na1 centre to national centres
in- EUDISED Standard MARC. . .

-

The Experiment - . ".' s

A preliminary test of the problems involved in such
‘standardlsed data reporting is desirable. It is not .
necessary for 'this purposé that the data should be _
reported by natlonal centres in machine readable formg

as the initiad prqblems are- llkaly to: be blbllograp
and administrative r er than~mach1ne dependent P

{Gilbert Sec. 4.3.4). Accordingly, it is suggested
that selected national: centres should be contracted
to report: sample data in eye-reéadable standardlsed
form, for machihe-.processing. oy, one ceﬁtre that

-simulates for the purpose of th1s exerclse the’ fiture

international centre.

In the first place it will be necessary to, prepare and

,valldate a standard, blllnaual computer~tagged report

form with guidance notes. This work would be based .
upon the draft EUDISED format drawn up by Linford, the
media code stuay by Shifrin and the film implementation
format of Gorman. .-{ . & T

°
¥ ) o . -
. [y .

_Fach contracting centre will be asked to-report on the

standard-form, a gample of data selected according to,
given criteria. A representatlve range of media will
be covered including sound tapes, slides, clnefllms,
tape-s11de presentations and hulti-media k}tsh ‘to test

uthe capablllty of the format at the 1nternatlona1 level

-.l’

N -
In the subjeék analysls of an “item the reportlng centre
will be asked to apply %as far as possible the EUDISED
Multll;ngual Thesaurus. However. it must be noted that
the Thesaurus will not cover many of the terms involveqd

" in descriptions of subject captent. - .

- . »
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_Tha reported data will be edited and; converted to
fachine readabie form ahd processed by the simulated,
international aentre. It.is suggested that®for the '

_ purposés of this test, the outputs should”be‘réétricted
to some or all of:- 2p ‘

(a) a fullﬁ.photé—cpmposed eye-reaaable print-out
: _of the input records in classified order;

¥ (D) a microform version of this print+out;

{c) a small number Of sélective listings of

recdrds according to broa. subject ‘groupings
. whose choice would -depend upun the materials
e - - ‘rxeported; , ’ : . .

————

. - (d - one or two selective listings by medium.

. x h‘ , - e + . . .
Beforeia final decision is taken, the: participating
centres would be invited to comjnent on this proposed .

w .

sgt of ‘outputs. b -

3,6 . 'A\detailed subject indexX would not be prepared because
the multilingual problems inyolved.  However, it
ight be a useful* experiment totproduce a simple index
of educational applications, based upon key words
allocated to. each record by ‘the reporting .agency and
" .drawn exclusively - fcom the EUuD? SED. Thesaurus.

T-

.o . ] L 3 o
The British Library has informally indicated willinghess
to undertake the machine processing and fo produce the
outputs. - . ) T

2
LY ° hd
x - .

.

.

Participation . -

It ié”suggested that the national centres invited to
accept contracts for the reporiing "of data should )

include organisations in France, Federal Ropublic 6f Germany,
LI 0 . - ’ X o . ’ »
Matheylonds, Swaden nnd lnited Kinsdom. ¢ . e
’ .=

' . . *

Dissemination of Results R

-

The outputs jyould.be dissemipated through the Council:
of Europe Sicretariat. . ., T X

-

It _would ‘be pazticularly desirable to describe.the
experiment to al} the national informgticn agengies
(dhrrentlyggo) that have signified hillingness to
participate in the gZigosed European Information System

~ for Non-Book Mgteri'ls (Gilbert Appqﬁhix'III).
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Ry 5.3, .In addition, any menber state mlght purchase for local
! experlmentatlon a copy‘of the data tape with the
‘% " necessary technical documentation.’

iQ‘ 6. Operatlonal Programme s
:g“

In summary, the stages of the operation would be as
follows:~ .

6.1 Prepare a’'report form and guldance notes Ain Englzsh

. . and French based upon: the draft EUDISED Standard MARC
< ‘format. . . g :
’l- - “
642 Test the .form and notes by asklng each ¢ ntracted
a7 natlonal centre to report a small number of items of
non-book'materlal. co w_:

-

v 5.3 Revise the form and notes as necessary.
r- 6.4 Obtaln about 50 reports from each contracted centre.

\6.5 Edlt the reports to consistent standards. ’ . 3

: 6.6 Sukmect-classmfy each record. . . : :
: 6.7 Keyboard and mach;ne process the records.

6.8 ,Prepare. the agreed outputs, and circulate them to the
partmcmpatlng centres for comment. ‘Jb K

M 3

6.9 -.Provide copies of the outputs to thé Council of Europe
with the comments and with a brief report on' the whole

—"" . ' exercise. _ . L
) N v ’ ! t . ‘
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The four caso studies on the educational R & D inforratdion \
. and communication systend will be published as soon as all \

United Fingdom.
' *
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3 -"Report by thc Chairman on the completion of the EUDISL
Work Prggramme 1974

The 1974 programme was concentrated on a simuletion exercise
in the field of educational research and development
(EUDISED R & D). The computer printouts of the processed

worksheets of some 250 projects have been published in

S

- EUDISED R & D Bulletin ' , :
] Experimental issue 1975.

The more detailed repbrts received on completed projects
and pilot projects have been published in the form of five

stencilled documents under the title: : C
. LUDISED R & D Information . .
b Experimental .issue 1975 :

(in Trench: France and Switzerland; in English: Austria
and Fedéral Republic of Germany; Dennmark and Norway;

the manuscripts have .been received, along with an introduc-
tory chepter and concluding remarks by Lr. B. Gran. The \
case studies deal with Finland, TFrance, Switzerland anﬁ the

Tor the continuation ol EUDISED R & D see the report on
the %hird Annuzl Steeting of editors of national surveys of
educational research (document DECS/Rech (7) 16) in
particular paras 4 and 5; see also background documcnt
DLes/inf {75) 4 on provlens involved In establishing
ECDiISED &t the nstional level by J. Viet, ;

-

" The Comrittee i¢ expected to _give guidance for the continua-

¥ion and further development of ~UDISLD B & D and to.discuss
in varticular how national participation can be enhanced,
comolete coverage achicved and guality control improved.

.

4 ~ Discussion of proposals for LUDISED York Frogramme 1975

Phe Comuittee's Dureau discussed this matter on several
occasions and asked Lr. d. Viet and Mr., L. A, Gilbert

to prepare bricf papers on the two proposals cwncerned:
the .Viet paper (document DECS/Doc (75) 4) deale with the
analysis, of articles in periodicals specialising in the
educational scicences, and the Gilbert paper (document
DLCS/Doc (75) 9) discusses the exchange of bibliographical
information about non-book materials. The Committce's
Bureau proposes that simulation exercises - similar to
the R & D exercise - should be carried out in the two
above-nentioned fields in accordance with guidelines tik/

be given by the Committee.

¢
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A sum total of 132,500 FF has been made avsé;?ple by the -
CCC in the 1975 -budget for carryihg out sirfilation
exercises. The Secretariat proposgs to conclude two
main contracts for planning and supervising sthe two
activities with Mr. Viet and iir. Gilbert respectively,
and ‘some eight cohtracts with national agencies inpterested
in perticipating in them; for -@xample, four contraets, for
--—_ each of the two fields. The Sedretariat would therefore

at the meeting which agencies are inteorested in participat-
ing in these activities. . o i .

4

v

~In this context the Secretariat would like to report that
it became apparéent in the Bureau's discussions that
abstracting of articles in periodieals.is of primary
interest only in.some countries whereas other- countries

* already have developed specific journals for abstracts,
-some of which are -computer-based. In these cases the
quéstion arises how EUDISED ¢ould ‘co-operaté with such’
journals and make use of their data bases; this might
be a subject for examination by studies to be commissioned
by the Secretgriat on the Committee's recommendation.

Itemw 5 - Disgusgio .of proposals for EUDISED VWork Programme

1976-7 .

- The prepesals drgited at the occasion of ‘the.Bureau's
rmeeting in IuxembPourg on 6-7 November 1974 and contained
in document DECS/Doc (74) 22 resulted from consultations:
between the Commission of the European Communities and the

N Council of Burope's Secretariat in the summer,; of 1974.
These consultations were held against the background of
policy directives to both organisations to seek a closer
co-operation. . . '

- '
LY

The report on the-Bureaﬁ's meeting.in Luxembourg is
contained in docqment.DECS[Dop (74) 23.

¥ 3

3

Following the Luxembourg meeting a "preliminary. assessinent
.— ,of the draft LUDISED programme 1976-78" was commissioned
by the Council of Burope's Secretariet and the Commission
of -the Furopean Communities frem tir. €, V. Townsend. The
study, in o¥f¥set print, will be distributed in advance of
the meeting.” The estimated annual cost is summarised in
gsection.13.5 of the study. .
The Secretariat would like to emphasize that to date no
decision has been taken on this draft programme: th
Commission has first to consult with its appropriate
bodies and the same is true for the Council of Burope.
The first consultation, at a technical level will, a§ far
as the Council of FEurope is concerned, be held at the
Committee's meeting. At the next stagze the matter has - to
be brought before the Council for Cultural Co~-operation
for further deliberation.

. 1

The Committee s requested go give ‘a technical opinibn.on

vod I . L. S e

“be grateful if delegations concexned would indicate T

UL R
.
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“Iien 6 - Turopean Survey 1975: Sources of ducational Information -

- JFollowing consultuotions between the Commission of the R
Buropean Communities and the Council of Europe's Secretariat,
Egg/ppgppsal to up-date the 1967 European Survey: = . ’

.. _Eéficational Documentation and Infornation Systems, was

submitted to 2 meeting of experts of the Committee held in
. Paris on 24-25 September 1974. The experts agreed to the
proposal and finalised the guestionnaire (see document °
, DECS/Doc (74) 15 paras 10 and 11) : o o
The quééﬁﬂonnaire contained in document DECS/Doc (74) 17 rev.
-was submitted to the Heads of Delegations to the Council for
Cultural Co-operation by Note Verbale of 25 November 1974. ' .
Replies were requested not later than 1 July 1975. ‘

\
i

® AThe.gegrcﬁgFiat would be gpafeful if the Committee would’
discuss thik matter to ensure .as far as possible the *
qo—ordinéfian;gf the rewlies. ,- ' '

. The Cbmmiss‘on of the. Duropean Cormunitics proposed to edit
the comtributions from its nine member states, whereas theé
Council of Egrope's Segretariat would cdit the remaining
contrihutions. TInkg Secretariat proposes that a Committee
‘member be ushed to-write an introduction to the Survey . .
‘which, it is thoped, could be published by RPe end of 1975.

IteJ 7 - Election &f.Committee foicer%

H . \ . \

- - Lr. Viet, who ‘succeeded Frofessor E. Zgger, Gencva, as ‘

.Chairman of the Committee in 1972, informed the Bureau

thet “he w;§h§d to resign. The Bureaw will propose that

L% B. Gran, .who has taken a very active part in all EUDISED

. activities from the very beginning, be clected Chairman at

the forthconing mneeting. ,
fir. R. E. Coward, who has been appointed Director General
\of the_British Library, informed’the Bureau that his mani-

~ fold duties made it impossible fér him to continue to chair

. +the Working Party on EUDISED Formet and Standards, and

proposed kir. J. E. Linford, British Library Systems

Development Branch, as his successor. i.r. Linford being .

. well Xnown to the Committee through his participation in ¢
the EUDISED Projcct and in particular through the studies
prepared by hifh, the Committee is requested %o endorse
his nomination. ' The other Working Party, ‘on the multi-

.t 1:ngual EUDISED thesaurus, remains under the chairmanship
of Dr. . Spangenberg\ and both Working Parties may-have
to meet in the course of 1975-T76 to deal with problems
in their respectitve fields which requires a prolongation
of their mandstes.

1Y

As for .the re-election\of the Bureau rembers, the Secretariat
proposes that Mr. L. A.{Gilbert.bc also elected to be a
member of the Bureau prdvided that the Committee decides to
carry out the above-mentioned simulation exercise in the
field of;non~book material. "
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- Analysis of articles in periodicals specialising
in the educativnal sciences

by
Mr Jean VIET, Paris
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Ana1y51s of articles in perlodlcals spe01allslng . “
. t .-+ 1n the educaftional scienges .-

. >
B . \ M - PR R ’
x4 . ~ 4 - ¢

L 3 In ddltlon to the, analy51s of reSeareh proJects, researcht
com;ge‘eu and natronal pilog. prOJeets, it seemcd desirable for

the EUDISED programme to inclide the analysis 'of articles published
L in perlodlcals deallng with the educational 501en085. It is . .
“Te - worthwhil~® g1V1n§ reasons for this hefore refutlng the obdections , 2
..+ v “they raise and c n31der1ng tne way in which the operation can o
5‘.’ ’ b‘& condwcted ‘ ) L o o A

~ . -~

"AJ : ?easons’”or thls analy51s - o '

s

-

- . M
» - .

L.L,'The 1n10rmat10n‘conta1ned 1n,art1cles.1n s§e01alised .

periodicals is by and large ipformatlon about research: frequently
an, uTtiCle ‘reports on the results of. a completed rcsearch prcgect, .

g © sums up’ resoarcb in progress, triggers off an arzument about N
- mebhodg, the ideas used eté. And this cannot be neglected in a .
- p“S%ramme bz.sed on research develdpment, . > , :

»Such 1nfo”mat10n is dlfflcult to-digest because of the number

« and diversity or its sources. ¥or example, 39 journals were !

Ancluded for Francé in. the World List of ‘pcriodicals specialising °
‘ in the educational sciences (1) LeGause of theirgscientific pature.
L Jf we add Up the French perlodlcals whose articles are analysed
L, oy national ciblidgraphical bedivs (CNRS, INRDP, CREFED ctc) the .
S total ‘number is &30. - En the Bulletin s1gna&ét1que (Descripiive To-
DR Bulletin) of the CNRS alone, 1 ,3895 documents in French wer$ quoted . .
. in 1974, and taking into account literature not produced inyFrancc

- 'and non-periodical publications such as books, that must re
Le about. 1,000 articles. And. the Descriptive Bulletin makes no
”.(“ of 10 periodicals of the 39 included in the Worid List! No
i , admlnlstnator, no researcher and no teacher can deal with this .
ST 5 ¢ SO nass of documents if he is not provided with the cssentlal
instrunents. n . '

3., But the 1nfe§mat10n contalned in articles in periodicals is 5
’ no(ﬁat present the subject -0f concerted treatment. The institutions S

comNgling the blbliographles do so in the light of* the aims they \ :
hove ey thomoelves and w1thout any real desire {o ensure that
their cfﬁorts converge at nttlonal level. .0f the 130 Freneh ' .

[APSY

> .. pdriodlcalc treatéd in France, 'at least 30, are analysed both
< "by CHRS and INRDP; if we inplude other doe “.tary, bodies such
. " 2s. CREFE D, GﬁEDIF ete the oveflapplng bccomeS\even more marked: ¢
Siich auevlapplng naturally affects the overall co&f\eﬁ\igiormatlun
AN services.

" Cd
N v | ' | \
s -“—, . N E— % A

; (1) Pu‘olislqed by Mouton,.Paris, The Hague 1974 207 J o TN
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*% heen .created; the thesaurus and the commupiggtign,format, Because 5

- test documentary language in.fa truly comprehensive manner. To

;yery‘diffenent scientific systems; since® they are not co-ordinatéd,
they present ‘the user who wishes to pass from one to the other

; . . " . )

. , ) -2 - _ DECS/Doc. (75) &
| - . . . Y
o, , o . .

4 \ It also franspires that the contents of articles are

anaiysed‘almost everywhere according to different methbds. Work .
is based in partitular on documentary languages which ‘constitute

witn‘g.labYrinph +n which the key-words represent serious traps. {

5.' @aétly, it is obhvious that the treatment of arbyéles is ,
not exhaustive -at national level in spite of the overlapping

ytney dq not -completely come within the.field of. interest ‘of the ’
¢/ servicés making the analysis'or because the latter have not
_ established sufficiently close relations to ensure total'cover%ge.

T That:bibliograph{cal usage is important if account 'is

‘8. - The material thus obtained will add to the basic data

. the setting up of a system for disseminating information on

: .

ipvolved. Important periodicals are not taken into/éccount because

w2

6. These reasons alone would justify the inelusion of the

analysis of articles in periodicals in .the EUDISED Programme for
1975 even if it were not obvious in other respects that ‘it :
provides the best touchstone for the two instruments which have . . -3

-~

of. the multiplicitysof the subjectéjthé& cover, artig¢les;in . :
periodicals, even more than research projects, could serve to N E
elaborate  this language, considerable use was made of" the indices
prepared in order to arialyse articles in periodicals\and it would
to say the least be strange if® that method weré¢ to be abandoned now.
The same is true in respect of the communication format and Y
the ‘'standards whose rgleva?ce,for strigtly bibliographical usage

must be checked.. S ..
- N 1 . , -

taken of the'importénce now ascribed fto bibliographical actiyities
in thexgreatment of information. It should normally lead to the _ |
progréssive integration int the system of other sources of ;oo

information such as contributions to congresses, reports ete (;

in addition to articles in periodicals and books.

and supplement information obtained directly from research. The °
flow will then be' considerable enough for it to be possible
to consider, /in each of the countries taking part in the network,

interest profiles. Such a system, called_ﬂpn_byxgany sers,
raquires that information should be provided at regular intervals,
aﬁd that can b€ done only on the basis of a relatively large
collection .of documents which only articles 1 periodicals can-
provide. --- ~ ) Q\\ ‘

¢

\ A

B. Objections e

.. ' Other reasons cxist in ‘addition to thiose which have Jjust
been given, but doubtless.it is preferable to® answer: briefly
a number of objections. ’ k '

[ 4
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1. The first is based on thc fact that. évery country already o0
nas vpibliographical sgryices and no purposé can be served by >

adding-a EUDISED service to them. This arguiient is not valid
if it is remembered that EUDISED does not seek to replace what
already exists but rather to. pruvide a.framework in which matiohal
services will be able to intcegrate themselyes with a view to
exchanging information on a Furopean. leveél., A simulgtion exercise
basgg on articles in periodicals‘should show that this ‘integration
is possible, thanks to the imstruments prepared Tor the cd-dperative
treatment of -gducational information. In order ‘to*conduct this S
exercise efficiently, it will be necessary to secure the e ;
participation of existing documentary bodies. g . o

P4

i W

2. A more fundamental objection ariscs when the value itself
* of the information conveyed by articles ‘in periodicals is
- .questioned. This calls for a discussion in .depth which would -
. not be gppropriate within the framework of EUDISED. /?Eg/European
system is based on what exists and its justification-1s the
exchange of information. But it does not have t0-produce that
-information; it takes it wherever it is to be found., And the
-fackt is that:it is obtained largely from the treatment of
articles in périodicals. . .

3. Lastly, in order to oppose.the operation, *it is also s,
possible to. argue along the lines that it will involve considerablg
costs and constitute a burden for the national services -in 1975. i
Tt is true that the simulation ecxercise. will b¢ a burden even

if it deals with a small portion of' the.mass of documents. ~ But !
it is surely a good investment, bccause the exercise should
normally lead to a better division of labour in respect of
documentary analysis at- national level and thus to economies

for the bodies condgrned. : : :

)

C. The conduct of ‘the operation ¢

~—1 ' The operation should normally be conducted adcording to’

the pattern adopted in 1974 for research projects, completed
. research and national pilot projects.

1, A contract will be cdricluded between the Council of Europe
znd a person responsible in-five member states. This person will
not act on .his own behalf in that he will nct himself analyse - -- —_—r
articles. Nor will he act solely on behalf c¢f the institution

employing him; but will endeavour to obfain the co-operation ke

of other institutions pursuing similar aims in order to prepare

the harmonisation of documentary activities at national ‘level.

The division of labour will be arranged according to the

periodicals tredted: one institution will analyse the articles

in a given periodical, another will study those in a different
periodical etc. The choice. of periodf%als; which should be as”’
varied as possible, could perhaps be based on the recently published
World List of periodicals specialising in the educational scienccs. - %

~—

»
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*  The person responsible will cclleet the analyses whose number
. ) mist be fixed in advance: probably 10C analyses per coqntry would
’ * . be an adequate sample, ’ o « .

i 2;‘ "Eack analysis Will be recorded on a model form distributed

"~ in advance., This form will also include the informatién necessary
for cataloguing the articles in accordance with EUDISED standards%

‘ After Qeing“asggmbled at national level, the analyses Will be
transmitted to a central body in order to check ghe efficient

- [ » -application of the EUDISED instruments; they will thenibe
prepared for machine recording. 3 - - *

|
|
|
|
i

] |

{ . .- - i,
} 3., As‘iﬁ/l974, that will be done at the British Library unless

- it, 1s cohsidered desirable to try out fhe CID facilities at
_ Luxemoourg. The ultimate -result will be the publ‘gati@n of

. ,a bulletin of "analyses produced together with it@%indices by [

computer. ' This bulletin will then serve as a reference for‘thej}

national -services which will be able to use this, model .or make any

improvements of their own choosing. :

R ° e, ~ L~ -

* . » o . . * ‘ | | ‘ ‘\‘ i
Jean VIET ) /

- _ ; . Maison des.Sciences de 1'Homme |

RN
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‘ S by ‘ I
Mr Jean VIET, Paris ' :
' Background document submltted to the committee
at its meeting on 21 and 22 May 1975
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‘% The EUDISED project was defined by the Counecil :of EBurope
in 1969 and has been managed since then in the framework fixed,

ithin that institution, By the Council for Cultural Co-operation

and its Committee for Educational Documentation‘and Information.
Today it is passing from the theoretical to :.the practical stage,
and this raises problems (establishment of the system, :
logistical support, management costs, etc) which need to. be

examined, after a rapid survey of what has been accomplished
so. far, . < . : .
s .

o . I. THE DEVELGPMENT QF EUDISED

" Principal stages c .
) N N 4
: Between 1969 and 1971 the Counoil of Europe specified.
the main characteristies of a system for the exchange of
eduoational information between its member states, then it
. arranged for the preparation, in 1972 and 1973, of-the two
instruments required for its smooth funotionlng .a set of
standards to be applied at the ‘computer input stage; and. a

\'dooumentary language conceived for setting out®the information

to be transmitted. The manual on standard% appeared /in 1973. ,
‘The.EUDISED multilingual thesaurus- for information-processing
in the field of "education was published at the beginning of
1974 in 3 versions: French, English and German; a Portuguese
version_has since been published in Brazil and two other
versions, Spanish and Dutch, are in the process of publication.

In 1974 and 1975, the Council of Europe decided to apply
these two instruments, so as fully to establish their relevance,

-and encourage member states to use them,for processing their :
information, from a European rather than a’purely national
angle. . .

-

They are being applied in five fields, chosen for the
interest they hold for the different categories of users
(administrators, researchers; . teachers ete); these are current
educational research, recently completed research, national

pilot projects; non-book material, and articles published in ¢

specialised periodicals. In each one of these fields a
representative sample of their national output is being processed
simultaneously by several member states; contracts for this work
have been concluded between the Council of Europe and the
institutions responsible. Inscribed on speoially prepared
analysis forms, the data are checked and therr sent to London
to be processed by the British Library computer. Bulletins
relating to each of the five fields are produced to explain
the operation, to disseminate initial information, and to
provide a frame of reference for the work which should hence-

* forth be carried out systematically in the various countries.

¢ .

-
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End of programme in 1975

., As far as the Council of Europe is concerned, management .
of -the programme could end there. ‘Theé only item entered in
~ the 1976 budget for EUDISED is the meetings of experts which
-+ seem\necessary for the .co-ordination. of -activities. The .,
_ 'Council of Europe considers, in fact, that it will have
- fulfilled its mission by the end of 1975, wheén. conditions
will be..such that EUDISED can function by itself, its operation
- therea%ter being guaranteed by the advantages it’ represents for
»all- the participdnts. Now that the bénefits of regional
co-operation have been demonstrated and that the instruments
necéssary to ensure it have been established, it is up to
the §%ates to:také over. *: . N

[

. . . \ ..
This donsideration rests on a sound concéption of the

relationships which must exist between an inte¥national
. organisation and its member states: the -former éannot

* substitute‘for the latter_indefinitely, nor can t manage

*alone an-undertaking to which they -are not, resolv d ‘to
devote the necessary effort., But it is also based on the
initial assumption of a completely decentralised EUDISED net-
work:*it was taken for granted that once -the sysfen was
functiohing, thanks-to the first implulse provided by the
Counciy of Europe, the organisation model devised by common
agreément, and to the instruments guaranteeing compatibility,
each-country would process its own documentary material and
would /thus have a sort of exchapge currency .enabling it to
obtain contributions from its neighbours and to build up a data

base%'that wag both, national and European for its own needs.

. Although this plan is still’ basically valid, experience
. 1n applying the EgDISED thesaurus -and stqndards'in 1974 has
shown that it needs modifying to some extent. It would seem
necessary to provide for a central unit at international level
to carry ocut a number of.functions inkerent in the permanent

nature of the system. It also seems indispensable, - judging at
léast from French. experiehce, to set up a similar central )
unit at national level, & sort of co-ordinating promoting

body, serviced by a small permanent staff.

-

~ The functions, location and cost of these units for the -
maintenance of EUDISED, .a international ‘and national level,
are. examined below. : :

'1I. THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEﬂ

N

‘Functions of the central unit T,
. ' \

The first concerns the checkfhg of data at the input stage.
The use of the EUDISED documentary language and standards.‘®
in 1974 has shown that ‘it is necessary for this checking to
be centralised, at least during a certain tr;al period.
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- Going through the central unit, even though the data is
being processed locally, would constitute a kind of ftraining
i the .EUDISED system, which is essential for each of the
national agencies. This training could be obtained in

T another manner: - an .expert could, for example, visit each :
- \J country to organise courses and to ensure, on the spot, that
( data were checked at- the input stage; it would nevertheless
\ remain, along with the checking, a function. of the central

5 unit in so far as it is necessary for the maintenance of
the system.

2 £

Another function concerns the management of the EUDISED
, ... thesaurus and standards,’ which cannot be considered as final;
; . they must kéep pace with the ‘development of language and
v technology, and be constantly adapted in the light:of .
experience.' Sirice these are common instruments, this must

]

A further ‘task would be to provide a “data input service
for certain hembex states which havé no automated educational
documentation services as “yet and therefore cannot produce
tapes themselves for exchange with other countries. In . short,
the central unit would play the 'same role as the INIS Centre
in Vienna does for some of the countries which practise the |

& system inaugurated by the International Atomic Energy Agency.

it ‘could conceivably also serve to provide access to data
. bases outside the member statés, in so far as these touch on
educational problems and, cannot always be consulted through
national systems. MEDLARS would be one example, but also the
bases being developed by international organisations: OECD,
ILO, UNESCO, etc. The central unit would serve as an inter-
- mediary between EUDISED users and the specialised netwcrks
which carry educational material.
/

In order to do this, it would have té6 convert the outside
data into EUDISED data and would then function as a producer
of conversion software. Nor would the: softwape'be used only
for handling outside data. It is also indispensable within the
EUDISED system if the network is to stay closely linked to '
the local and national systems, which are very vdried, and if
full benefit is to be derived from the massive investment

! -already devoted by the institutions in member states to .
‘retrieval software. :

]

Programme 1976-78 g _ /

On the basis of the functions outlined above and of
the operations already launched in 1974 ahd 1975, a triennial’
,programme has been worked out for the central unit -at :

[

‘.:;"b

Q . : : > . . v
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European level. It provides for the input of the following
data; with everythimg this implies’in the way of checking.-or
requires in the way of maiptaininé the instruments used: -
* . _ data on research and development in education (research
in preogress, recently completed research,. national pilot
projects), at the rate of 2,000 inputs in 1976 and an .

. y average of 1,000 ‘additional.inputs each year; - v
.- data\on~non-book material, at the rate of about 3,0db
. inputs in 1977 /and an average of 1,500 inputs each year .
théreafter; * / - : C '

3 / + ) i
H , . . .
~ bibliographical data, especially on articles published
in specialised periodicals: approximately 6,000 inputs
in 1978 (annual.average of 1,500 1npdtsfthereafter).

/-

T’\ ’ ,/COS'C R ,// ¢

. T ; . .

: ’ The Coue%;l of Burope and the Commission of the European

: Communities jdintly commissioned an English expert, C.W Townsend,

: ‘ to produce & financial analysis Qf,bhé operations to be carried
i - out centrally at European.level, with the object of preparing
estimates., The results of this analysis will be known+-in

March 1975. ' '

Location/ . 2

S“gce the Council of Europe congiders that its direet .-

contribution to the development ol EUDISEDﬁ@st'in 1975, the -
_ centyal unit cannot be located in Strasbourg, where the.

logyStical support wou e lacking in any\case, as there is T

no/automated_documentary systém at- the Coughil. ) )
".Contacts have been mdde;ﬁith the Commission of the o
European Communities in Brusfels and Luxembourg, and it: -
appears that appropriations for thle operation’ of the central
unit could be inciqded in the EEC Commission budget from the
financial year 19706. An arrangement would be worked ,out to
allow the European states which were not members ,of the .
\J European Communities to participate in the .proposed prqgramme.

- EEC Commission budget does not necessarily imply that the
Commission itself would exercise the, functions of the centyal
unit. The éhoice is between two alternatives: either these
functions would be%aésumed.by the Documentation and Information

s Centre of the Europegan Communities, whicH already manages
information in tuxembourg; or they would be given to a national
agengy racting under contract, and the unit would be located in
Paris, London, Brussecls sr some other EEC city. . .

The féct' that fthe ezpenditure‘ﬁouid be covéred by t%f

, ‘ II: THE NATIONAL LEVEL

(fhe part which follows concerns proposals to be carried
out within the French national framéwork by the creation of
a [National EUDISED Committee with representatives from all
the institutions prozcessing educational information and of
and office composed of five people with access to a computer,)

PP e 7 ) v ;
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BACKGROUND

1. Tho preparatory stages of th2 EUDISED Proji:ct compris2d tho
publication of.th: g.n:ral fzasibility study (thr:z: vols,) in -
1969, of the-technical f:asibility study .(two vols.) in 1971.and,
finzlly, - of th2 two main EUDISED inst pd cnts, the formatv and
the thesaurus.in 1973/1974. With these publications the pre-
paratory séagﬂs havez been completed,

EUDISED WQRK-PROGRAMME 1974

2. Th: project has now cpterzd its operational phasc,-on an’

axperimantel basis and in ne of the mein fields of 2duecation - )
r:szarch and- developm nt,  This was the main rssult of the .
mzeting of the Committee for Educational Documcntation and -

Information on 15 and 16 May 1974 “at Strasbourg.:

3. For th: m20ting the commibtee Burzau had prepared & repart
on the various ‘possibilitics of puuti thg .:UDISED project into
operation. ~ (Se> document DECS/Doc (74 8.) In its Yepor: the
Bursau emphasis 2d thet the EUDISED 1ns»ruments, the format ond

: the thesaurus, could b: applied to any field of aduoation - to

- statistics as w2ll as to le gislation, to ourriculum matters, to

teoaching aids and %o rescarch and dzvelopment. Thus an interchange .

of information betwren all participating countries was in theory .

possible, But thc following quastions arosc., Were thd centres .

which collzct and disseminate sducational information at the

national lzvel, alrcady preparad for computer based information

exchang: with forﬁign centres? And was :duecational zxpericnc.

as such transf.rablec from ona country to another, or, in other

words, was 2ducational information goneratad in on: country , !

raelevant to & broader publie in aznother country, apart from those

who spscialiss in comparative education? Without. these two ¢laments -

an advanced pational infrasgtructurz.énd d:veloped international

us¢r n:eds ~ no Furopean information exchange system would be

viable,  The Bur.eu ther:fore proposed to limit, for th2 tim: .

being, the expzrimcntal implementation of UDISuD to the field

of oducational rescarch and dsvelopmant whzroe the prarequi<1t°°

for an information c¢xchange system alr:ady o¢xist in a number of _

. m2mber states., ‘ |

4. The committee followed the Burzauts proposals and d:cided .

to carry out 2 numb.r of -xpsriments in the ficld of educctional ,
esearch and dévelopm.nt $o test th: EUDISED instruments cnd, ab

th same times, to demonstrate the potantialities of fheir oracoical

application, The following axp2riments will be carrizd out under

contract with the Council of Europe in 1974

- information on on-%oigg Jducational research exemplified
by some 150 projects to be selected by five countries
and to be published in EUDISED R & D BULLETIN 01;

\
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- information-on completed educatiénal research, exemplified.e
by some 75 projects to be sclected by five countries and.
to be published in EUDISED R & D BULLETIN 02; |

- information on national ‘pilot projects of educational reform,

exemplified by some 30 projects, to be selected by three .
countrizs and published in EUDISED R & - BULIETIN O3.

. ° A
5 Information on these projects will be systematised in accor- .
dance with a common worksheet and computer processing will 'be
carried out by the British Library under contract with the Council
of Europc. ‘ > . )
6. TFurthermore, the committee decided to carry out case.studies,
to be provided -by four countries, on the national R & D information
systems in education., The casc studies will describe the present
national systems, their achievements and deficiencies and outline
the various frends of development. An analysis. of these casé’
studies .will lzad, it is hoped, to recommendations for the further
development of the national infrastructures. -

_EUDISED WORK PROGRAMME IN 1975

7. The committee also gave guidclines to its Bureau fof* the
preparation of the 1975 work programme., The five main items of
this programme will be: N~ :

~ Thesaurus management: the EUDISED thesaurus is at presentr
stored in the ILO computer in Geneva; the 2xperiencc gained
with its application in 1974 will make 1t possible to
develop methods of co-operation between national experts
for keeping the thesaurus up to date;

- Formet development: on-the basis of the format which is
being tested in 1974, bridging software has to be developed
to makc possible the exchange of tapes between national
centres, in such a way that each centre:can hear the tapes
of the other ccntregs, .

- Study of the SDI dervices (Selactive Dissemination of
., .. Information) which are at present being developed for
education in a nymber of member States; ' g

- Extension ongUéISED to the field of educational medias
-under the CCC!s Lducational Technological Project 2 study
on common cataloguing of non-book material suitable for
use in sducation has been carricd out by an expert. On
the basis of this study 2 few cxperiments on the appliccation
of EUDISEL to such common cataloguing and to the exchange:
of bibhliographical information in this field could he
undertaken. Computer based cataldgues of educational media ”
exist alrcady in some member states (eg  HELPIS (Higher

/
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Eéucation Lcarnln@'?rogrammes‘Inforﬁééion Systemsg of the
Unit:d Kingdom Council for Educational Techng}ogy H

- Cost=benefit cnclysis of EUDISED in comparison with

+ . traditionol Systoms: the committee folt this snalysis .

- to be .an indisponszable factor in riaching decisions on thd
further implementotion of EUDISED.

FROM 1976 OMARDS =
8. The exparim:ntal phase of th: EUDISED project, financed ﬁy
the CCC in 1974 and. 1975, aims ot tosting its instruments and
presenting the Teculg which could be expectad from it. Thus -
mzmber governmunts ~hould be ablz.to decide from-1976 onwards

whether EUDISED mects thoir needs, How far it could be incorporatid

into their nationol cducction policizs-ond what provision should
be rnade for, co-operation by their nationzl centris at the inger-
national 1fvel, ©- *

¢

SECRETARIAT ASSESSME
S Even if TUDISED never reached the phose of general implo-
rncntacion, the feacihility studies, the format and the thescurus
will have helped to improve the existing notional documentation
and information systems in education, .

BUDISED cacn only be implemented succensively fi2ld by ficld -
eg cducational r.zcarch and development, sducitiohal medi:, :
statistics, The prz-ont Tinancial concircints have made it
doubtful whether in the next few year-. EUDISED can be fully
implamented in on:z or other of theso fi:lds, In assassing the
cost factor, it should not be ovarloai-.d, however, that cxncrionce
with the applicztion of computer. techniques $o national library
systems has shown the npw system to be chuoper than the continuous
expansion of the old system, The seme obviously applics to
sducational document;gion and informciion,

‘ <3 - I ~ -~ L2
_ Jhould EUDISED become fully implemented in a number of ficlds,
it would crezte 2 common duropecn market for national thought
and cxperiznc¢: in ceducctinn,

I
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the product of efforts on the part both of the Council of
: Europe -ané the’ European CTemmunities to work jointly in the
: ‘" important field of educetional documentation and information.
E2 within the framework of the future European information
Pt network. , ' . ¢ S Co
. . ' 1
é} . 2. It'emérges that in t..is fiél&>several funetions wéul@
oL, have to be fulfilled centrslly, namely: . ' : N
ropt . ) ¢ N ’ ¥ 4 ‘
,/’ . . 2+1 Control. pertaining both tb the-utilisatior of .the
: . ETDISED multilingual thesaurus and to. respect of the
. LUPISED staenderds and “format. It would bear on the
-, processing of the data carried out by the @ifferent
S . 'é national agencies, using the common worksheeg.- o
. <, G . .. .
" 2.2 It is understogd thdt data input would normelly “ -
"take pla§§ a2t national level and that magnetic pe ’
\ ‘ copies would be collected and. further processed
o . centrally. ..This national materizl would be mexfzed N
L with that obtained in the field of education from
, : various internstionzl orgsnisations, such as §YiSCO,
' , ILO, OECD., The cdounsolidated material would B¢ - ;
' redistributel tuv nationsl agencies.. Althouzh the
. g utilisaticn of the magnetic tapes would as 2 rule
. Be -at the nstional level, specific informatien
- - edirements may be met.centrslly. - .
: " dhe multilingual 4'DISHD thesaurus,:
o, updating of LDIS.D .stondards and format, proviziom
. \ of user software packages for the benefit of,
. national sgencies, Selnt o
"8 o, 4 :
< 3. Theze three functions could be fulfilled either by the °
i Commissior of the Europesn Commurities or by a national
agency®working under contract.
. A
4. As alresly agreed by the Committee for Xducational
‘e Documentation and Infermation, three types of. information g
originaiing in the member States of the Council for Cultural
Co-operation (CCC) would initially he processed in the
. BUDIBED framework (other types of information, e.g. in e ,
-+ Ptatisticel field, could be added subsequently): | /
: ) . ‘ \
ERIC . . o i’ .
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1, At the meeting of the Burefiw/of the Committee for’

Educational Documeptgtion and Informstion hefd at the office
0~ the Commission O0f the Duropesn Communities (3G XIIT) in
Luxemburg on 6 apd 77 l'ovember 1974, proposals for a three—
year programme for the pericd 1976-1978 were formulated.

The propwssals are based on the need ti co-ordirate information

exchange activities at other than hational level. They are
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4.1-Information ron educational re:earch and- de\hmopmer
(on-going resevrch, complei.’ we TIPRA ohgdﬂgaﬁa$lonal
: . rilot-pro: PCto), amouutlng to come 2,000eptries . .
¢ ", in 1976, with ar average V~§_¢v 1ncromqm¢ of. some BN
) ) . 1,000 entries. b el y :
. ' ) - o : 5’; 2 .
4.2 Non-bock meteriel: an input o;'bohc 3,000 items is
forecast ror 1977, with a subsequent yearlv
' complement ot eome 1,;00 Titems. T, )
\ 2 3 . “ ]
oo 4.3 Blb;LograUhlcal 1n£orwat10n “88"tLﬂg frOJ.c¢taloguing T
I and/or ebstracting of ‘articles on education and .
v °  othér material not already pravlded forsby the - . ¢
: . programme. This i%-estimated,;at’ some 6,000 entrles S
<., inc 1978, with &n apprOYlmate;yéarly complement of
. ¢ *1,500 entries.. . TS e s :
o, Co - ' ‘ ‘i& ez : ]o
' , ,5: ﬁrresUlmate of costs entalled by fhe @peratlons Lo be”
: carried out certrally is planned, with ‘the aim of deuermlnlng
i the necessary, budgetary ﬂpprorrlat*ons.' This assessment
’ hould‘bo conmls ioned from an»expert néminated 3jointly by
the. Council of murope and the Ccmmission of the Furopesn

Comnunltxeog wno will each contrlbute hal’ of the expenditure.

‘6. - & meeting of the-. Buresu of the Commlttee ‘will be held
at the Poris Officg of the Cdfxcil of Tyrcpe on 17 and 18
\ December 1974, with the participation of the Commission of
c . _4hé.Buropean Commupities and & r presentative of the °
ER owmlt vee for Informdulom anc,Documentotlon on Science and
o . cdhr i gy (CIDSL): in order. to g%yb to the expert guidelines
s ;. for hl- rﬂport A h;u repoxrt wil 11,“as far ar possible, be

f ? o submlttﬂd to the,QLDbT Ar timenfor its meeting in lisrch 1975.

-«i’ .
L

3

I & *,,_, . 2

o 7.:-~ The eﬁpwonrlavluns coverlng the above-mentioned central

op@ratlop “wénld be. inserted in the budget of the Commission

4 * .. “of the } urove 'y Communities fr?m 1576 onwards. A mechsnism
° .+ would be s¢% up to enablp kuropean Stetes which are not
members of the Uuropean Communities to nartlclpafe in ti.e

... proposed programme, Ior instarice by making use of the special

’ PTOJeCt proceduxre &8 prov1ded for by the statutes of the CCC.

8. It is understood that the Council of kurope will J

: continue to orgenice and finance the meetings of experts
from the States paxrticipating in the F”“J)HJ project wi} h
a view tQLEQhordinating activities.

® 9. This draft EYDISHD programme for the period 1976-1978
’ will be submitted for frrther consideration to the coimpetent
bodies of the Council of iurope and the Buropean Communities.

# 0
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Subject : Committee for Educationdl Documentatior and Information,
Annual rneeting, Strasbourg, 21/22 ey 1975 '

?

The Secretariat has been asked by several national
delegations to prepare annotations to the draft agenda.

In reply to this reauest the Secvetariat has cleasure
in subnitting the attached docuuent. \

L The invitations to nominate delegates to the annual
: meeting have been addressed, as customary, to the Heads of

* Delegations to the Council for Cultural Co~operation on

18 HMaxrch 1975.

Travel and subsistence gxpenses for one participant

AN - . .
per country wiil be reimbursed by the Coun~il ?f Europe.
, - Division for Bducational
¥ ' ‘ Docunentation and Research
Objet : Comité vour la Documentatio: ot 1t'Information
rédagecgiques, _ _
Réunion annuelle, Strasbourg, les 21 et 22 mal 1975 i
“ 9
\ Plusieurs déldgations nationaleg cnt demandé au
%ﬁcrétariat de préparer des observations au arojet d'ordre
du jour.
AR
En réponse & cette demande, le Secrétariat a le
plaisir de vous soumettre le docunieni ci-joint. ;
Les invitations & désigner les délégués a la réunion
E nuelle .ont 4té .adressées, comme d'habitude, aux chefs des

délégations au Conseil de la Coopération Culturelle, le /
18 maxrs 1975.

Tes frais de.voyage et de sdjour d'un participant
par nays seront remboursés par le Con®eil de 1'Eurone. .

Division de la Documentat’on.€? cy
de 1a Recherche pédagogiques )

Provided by ERIC.




