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Members of Couneil for 1972-1973

CO-OPTED MEMBERS

President

*Professor P. H. Partridge, M.A,, FA.CE.

Professor of Social Philosophy, School of Social Sciences, Australian
National University, Canberra, A.C.T.?

Vice-Presidents

*A. H. Webster, B.A., B.Ec., FACE.
Director of Planning, Education Department, Sydney, N.S.W.

*W. Wood, M.A., B.Ed., FA.C.E.
Chairman, Board of Advanced Education, Brisbane, Queensland

Members

Emeritus Professor P. H. Karmel, C.B.E,, B.A., Ph.D., F.A.C.E.
Chairman, Australian Universities Commission, Canberra, A.C.T,

*Professor R. Selby Smith, M.A.(Oxon.), A.M.(Harv.), F.A.C.E.
Professor of Educaiion, Faculty of Education, University of Tasmania,
Hobart, Tasmunia

Professor D. Spearritt, M.A., M.Ed., Ed.D.

Professor of Education, Department of Education, University of Sydney.

Sydney, N.S.W.

S. W. Woods, B.A., B.Ed., C.Ed. Admin., F.A.C.E.

evssistant Director-General (Admin.), Education Department, West Perth,
A2

MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE STATE INSTITUTES o
FCR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH —

New South Wales

Professor }, Keats, B.Sc., B.A., AM, Ph.D, F.B.Ps.S., F.A.Ps.S.

Professor of Psychology, Depurtment of Psychology, Umversity of
Newcastle, Newcastle, N.S.W. .

* Member of Executive.

1 At the Annual Meeting on Ist and 2nd November, 1973, Professor
Partridge resigned as President but remained as a member of the Exccutive.
Dr S. A. Ravner was elected President of the Council,

2Mr S. W. Woods completed a four year term of co-option to the
Council at the Annual Meeting in 1973, and the Council agreed to his wish
that because the Director-Geneial of W.A. was now representing the
Directors-General of Fducation on the Council a member should be co-
opted from outeide Western Australia and that his resignation be accepted.
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Victoria

G. D. Bradshaw, B.A., B.Sc., Dip.Ed.,, M.A.Ps.S.,, M.A.C.E.
Senior Lecturer, School of Education, University of Melbourne, Parkville,

Vic.

Queensland

*S. A, Rayner, M.A,, M.Ed., Ed.D, F.A.CE.
Registrar, University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Qld.t
South A ustralia

R. J. Gilchrist, B.A., Dip.Ed., M.A.C.E.

Headmaster, Scotch College Junior School, Adelaide, S.A.
Western Australia

R. G. Peter, D.F.C., M.A,, B.Ed, A.LLE.(Lond.), F.A.CE,
Principal, Mt Lawley Teachers College, Menora, W.A.

Tasmania

N. L. Behrens, B.A., Dip.Ed., M.A.C.E.
Research Officer, Department of Education, Hobart, Tasmania

OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES

Directors-General of Education

A.V.Gough, B.A,, B.Ed, F.A.CE.
Director-General of Education, Hobart, Tasmania?

Australian Department of Education
D. M. Morrison, B.A., Dip.Ed., M. A.C.E.

Senior Assistant Secretary, Student Assistance and International Education
Division, Australian Department of Education, Canberra, A.C.T.3

* Member of Executive.® .

3 Prior to the Annual Meeting in 1973, the Directors-General had
nominated Mr J. H. Barton, Director-General of Education 1n Western
Australia, as their representative. The Austrahian Department of Education
had nominated Mr A. P. Anderson, First Assistant Secretary in the Research
and Development Division, as its representative. Mr Barton and Mr
Anderson both attended the Annual Meeting on 1st and 2nd November,
1973. .
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Presidents, Vice-Presidents and
Chief Executive Officers

PRESIDENTS

Frank Tate, CM.G., 1.8.0., M.A. 1930-1939

Professor H. T. Lovell, M.A,, Ph.D. 1939-1948

Sir John Medley, M.A., D.C.L.(Oxon) 1948-1959
Professor C. R. McRae, M.A., Ph.D., M.A.C.E. 1959-1960

Major General Sir Alan Ramsay, C.B,, C.B.E, D.S.0, E.D,, BSc,,
Dip.Ed., F.A.C.E. 1960-1967

T. L. Robertson, C.M.G., M.A., Dip.Ed., Ph.D,, LILD., F.ACE.
President 1967, 1969

Professor P. Y. Partridge, M.A., F.A.C.E. 1969-1973
S. A. Rayner, M.A., M.Ed., Ed.D,, F.A.C.E. 1973-

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Professor H. T. Lovell, M.A., Ph D. 1930-1939, and 1948-1951
1. D. G. Medley, M.A. 1940-1948
Professor C. R. McRae, M.A., Ph.D. 1951-1959

Professor F. J, Schoneli, M.A., Ph.D., D.Lit, F.B.PsS., F.A.CEE.
1960-1969

R. W. T. Cowan, B.A. (Adel.), M.A., BLitt.(Oxon), M.A.(Melb.),
M.A.C.E. 1960-Junc 1964

W. Wood, M.A,, B.Fd., F.A.C.E. 1964-

1. A. L. Matheson, M.B.E,, M.Sc, Ph.D., M.I.CEE., M.LStruct.E,,
M.LE., F.A.C.E. 1968-1969

A. H. Webster, B.A., B.Ec., FA.C.E. 1971-

DIRECTORS
K. S. Cunningham, M.A., Ph.D., Dip.Ed.. F.A.C.E,, F.A.PsS,, 1930-
December 1954

W. C. Radford, M B.E.. M.A., M.Ed., Ph.D., L1.D.(Hon.), F.ACE.
January 1955-
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ASSISTANT DIRECTORS

W. C. Radford, M.B.E., M.A., M.Ed,, Ph.D. March 1946-December
1954

S.S. Dunn, B.A,, B.Ed,, A.B.Ps.S,, M.A.C.E. 1959-1966

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

M. L. Clark, B.A,, B.Ed, Ph.D., M.APsS, MA.CE, AAIM
1972-

J. P. Keeves, B.Sc.. Dip.Ed., M.Ed,, Ph.D,, fildr,, M.A.C.E. 1972-




Death of Major-General
Sir Alan Ramsay

At the Annual Meeting on 1 November 1973, the Council was ad-

vised of the death of a former President, Sir Alan Ramsay, and re-

corded the following minute of appreciation.
Council noted with sorrow the death in September last of a former .
President of the Council, Major-General Sir Alan Ramsay. As
Director-General of Education in Victoria from 1948 to 1960, as an
observer on behalf of the Directors-General of Education at the
Annual Meetings of Council over most of that period, and as Presi-
dent of the Council from 1960 to 1967, he gave unqualified support
to the ACER’s independent roie in Australian education and to its
-~varied-fields of work. - e
As President he supported strongly moves from rented premises,
first to joint ownership and occupancy of a building in Melbourne
with the Melbourne University Press, and later to its own property
in Hawthorn. His high standing amongst both educators and the
business community made the necessary negotiations pleasant and
fruitful,
He maintained his interest in the Council’s work unti! shortly before
his death, serving as one of the Trustees of the Staff Superannuation
Scheme until 1972. )
His wisdom as an administrator and his wise counsel on matters
involving negotiations with other institutions and with government
departments, greatly helped the Council in a period of rapid growth
in staff and activities.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
— DIRECTOR

Prescnted at the Annual Meeting of Council, 1 and 2 November 1973*

lntroductory Remarks .

The twelve months since the forty-second Report have been marked
by major decisions by the Australian Government about education.
These .decisions have already had some effect on ACER activities, and
seem likely to have more as the legislative and administrative arrange-
me-ts following from these decisions come into effect. One result has
been an increase in public concern about education; this has shown
itself in more requests to ACER for advice and information. Teachers
responding both to this increase and to their own perception of a
greater challenge in their job have been seeking more detailed help
with teaching aids, materials, programs, tests, new approaches to
learning, and the kind of reading they might do to equip themselves
better for new or varied roles, both in the classroom and outside.

In such a period of ferment; of change of direction, and of en-
largement of opportunity to contribute to the data on which vital
decisions are being and will be made, the quality, the scope, the
immediate and the later relevance of ACER's present work, and its
potential contributions, have been much in my mind.

The scope of the work reported in the following pages is consider-
able. It may be that we are attempting too much with the staff we have,
and I hope in the next year to look more closely at this.

The quality of their work is naturally varied. We try to set our
sights high, and I think generally succeed, but there are times when we
see that they need to be lifted. The steadily nmprow g quallty of
research into education throughout Australia, and the increasing op-
portunity to test ideas agamst others’ perceptions, are helping us to
keep our standards high: in delineation of problems, in analysis and
interpretation of data, and in recognition of central as against peri-
pheral issues.

The relevance of our work is not something on which easy S quick
judgments can be made. We try to enquire into question$* which
trouble many educators, to prepare tests which are of fairly general use,
to develop materials which will have a wide use with many children. A
choice made today between alternative areas of work or approaches
may not appear to have been wise some years hence. Yet on the other

‘MOst of the report was prepared by staff before I returned to Australia
in mid-September; I am grateful to Dr Clark and Dr Keeves for the amount

/"of edited material compiled for me to present to Council, as well as to the

-members of s'aff whose individual contributions are included.
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hand, a small piece of work sponsored now may lay a foundation for
major developments later. The origin of the National Curriculum
Centre for example almost certainly lies in the ACER decision to
foster the development of science materials for use in the junior
secondary school. Such events have led me to be increasingly cautious
in judging the relative importance of new developments, of different
approaches, or of criticisms of the old or traditional. We make our
judgments about emphases within projects and about their desirable
scope partly on the basis of resources available but-also often on the
basis of our perception of the Iikely/sigﬁiﬁcance of particular kinds of
findings. These perceptions may be wrong. It is one mark of the good
research worker 1 believe, that he accepts that later data or even
later events may show this to be so. Equally, it is possible that a
finding considered minor may later be seen as important, and that a
perception though apparently strange at the time may turn out later
to have been fruitful. It is in that spirit that I present the report that
follows on activities during the year. I believe it has resulted in much
that is of value to those making decisions at all levels in education.

RELATION TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE STATE
DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION

It is charged sometimes that our programs and activities are remote
from the day-to-day problems of the schools, and that more of our
research studies should be concerned with evaluating changes and
examining alternative routes to the cbjectives of thtl schools. Others
claim that we are too much tied to the existing structure of the system,
too concerned with traditional methods and goals, tob much servants
of the Australian systems in our work in tests and curriculum and
evaluation. Looking over the items reported in the following pages
one by one I have found it possible to criticize every single one, on
one score or another, but equally possible to find in each one relev-
ance to and concern about a problem faced by large numbers of those
engaged at one point or other in the process of education in Australia.
There is a great deal being done of direct concern to State Departments
for exampie: the improvement of survey techniques, the relation of
school achievement to a variety of variabies some of which can be
controlled by the Departments, the preparation of Background in
Mathematics and of the Junior Secondary Science materials, item
banking, the study of factors in developing language, to name a few.
What we mast not do, I am sure, is to try to encompass everything
that concerns everyone: questions of choice of task and of priorities
are alwdys with us, Members of ACER staff as educators have their
own views on priorities, and our constant and direct contacts with
others in a great diversity of educational situations prevents any
great complacency about their unchanging nature. Members of
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Council equally have their views and the o;,portumty to tap, collec-

tively, a great variety of situations and opinions. The literature of

education in Australia is copious—and never more so than in the

last few years, .
These are the sources from whi. h the ACER program develops If

it appears to some to be largely irrelevant it should not ‘be because

they have not had a chance to communicate their views to ACER in -

one way or another, but because those views have been considered in

drawing up the program, but not accepted. The program will

probably never completely satisfy anyone. It must, as I see it, be - —_._

always a compromise between differing views: always less than many

see as desirable simply because resources in time, money and expertise

are less than the program desired by our friends, our critics, and the
ACER staff itself. |

A LIST OF SOCIAL CONCERNS

OECD has recently published, as Y30. | in its Social Indicator Develop-

ment Program a List of Social Concerns Common to Most OECD

Countries. The list arisgs from a program of work in which OECD

has tried to develop a set of ‘social indicators’, having in mind: R

e to identify ‘the social demands, aspira‘ions and problems which are
or will be likely to be major concerns of socio-economic planning
processes’;

e how to measure and report change in thase social concerns;

e how better to focus and enlighten ‘public discussion und govern-
mental decision making'.

i Up to date, the Working Party concerped has identified and specified
a select list of 24 fupdamental social concerns common to mosi mem-
ber countries. Five of these are concerned with ‘irdividual develop-
ment through learning’. Because concerns of this kind are the back-
ground against which the ACER program may be best seen I quote
them below. It is difficult to obtain detailed guidance from such
general concerns for a research program. Much work would be re-
quired to develop such a program, and many choices would need to
be made between priorities in drawing it up. Monetheless they deserve
serious thoughi because of their source.

Concern B-1 The acquisition by children of the basic knowledge,
skills and values necessary for their individual development and their
successful functioning as citizens in their society.

‘Sub-concerns’ within this general concern are cited as:

B-1-a The extent to which children from economically and socially
disadvantaged families reach the basic standards of achieve- )
ment.

B-1-b The extent to which the physically and mentally handicapped
receive educational services for their individual development

8 \
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through learning and for their more efficient participation
in social life.

B-t-c The proportion of other children reaching the basic stand-

ards of achievement.
Concern B-2 The availability of opportunities for continuing self-
development and th:: propensity of individuals to use them.
Concern B-3 The maintenance and development by individuals of
the knowledge, skills and flexibility required to fulfil their economic
potential and to enable them to integrate themselves in the economic
process if they wish to.
Concern B-4 The individual’s satisfaction with the process of in-
dividual development through learning, while he is in the process.
Concern B-5 ‘The maintenance and development of the culturs’
heritage relative to its positive contribution to the well-being of
members of variou- social groups.

Broadly speaking I see the ACER’s program as related to the first
two or three of these concerns, although it has not attempted to define
‘pasic standards’, or ‘necessary for individual development’ or ‘suc-
cessful functioning’. 1 think there could well be considerable value in
undertaking during the next twelve months a detailed critique and
further development of these concerns, with particular reference to
the ACER’s program,

Research Programs

Those research studies which have been made feasible by means of
general grants from all states and the Australian government, or for
which the ACER has received funding from .recial giants, are
reviewed in this section. A broad classification of the;e studies i3
employed:

Expernimental and analytical studies

Surveys

Curriculum innovation and evaluation

Learning studies

Cor parative and critical studies of Australian education
e Measurement studies )

Dr J. P. Keeves has directed the work in each of these areas except
for the latter two, where he has collaborated on a number of the
projects with Dr M. L. Clark (who is responsible for the Measurement
Umit). Mr B. Rechter, and other staff concerned. in the comparative
and critical studies Mr Fitzgerald and his assistants have in the
main worked with me.

9
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EXPERIMENTAL 'AND ANALYTICAL STUDIES
The Home Environment and School Study
(J. P. Keeves, C. Slee)

The Australian Advisory Committee for Reﬁearch and Development 1n
Education has funded further analyses of the data gathered in the
*Yome E.vironment and School Study which was conducted in Can-

. 1968-69. The data obtair :d from the extensive interviews

the mothers and fathers of the students in the sample have been
examined, and using the methods of principal components, scores have
been calculated on a variety of socialization practices of the home.
These measures of the processes of the home are being cxamined in
relation to such factors as the sex of the student, the social and
economic status of the home, the size of the family, and the religious
affiliation of the parents.

In the further examination of the data available, predictive studies
of student performance will be carried out. In addition classroom
practices are to be examined ‘in relation to the change in level of
performance of the students in mathematics and science classrooms
at the lower secondary'school level.

A Study of Sampling Errors
(K. Ross) )

When estimating the sampling errors of statistics based on complex
samples drawn from populations of educational interest it is necessary
to consider the influence of the particular sampling design which is
being used. The ‘design effect’ is a descriptive term which sum-
marises the effects of applying a particular complex sampling design
to a given population. The importance of this measure is that it allows
us to make corrective adjustments to sampling error estimates obtained
from designs which depart from simple random sampliny.

The aim of this project is to develop accurate estimates of design
effects for a varety of commonly employed complex sampling
designs. These estimates will be obtained for a wide range of statistics
(means, correlations, regression coefficients, etc.) calculated from
measures of educational variables (test scores, attitade scale scores,
measures of home and school environment, etc.).

Accurate estimates of design effects will permit meaningful quanti-
tative comparisons of different sampling designs and also comparisons
of the two major techniques used to calculate design effects in edu-
cational surveys: ‘Balanced Repeated Replications’ and ‘Jack-knifing’.

The more effective techniques for calculating survey design effects
will then be applied to the data obtained from the IEA Science Project.

10
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The sampling designs used by 1EA are currently rega.ded as being the
most effective educational survey procedures: therefore design effects
established with IEA data will provide future surveys with guidelines
for increasing the precision of their sampling designs.

To assist with the extensive calculations required for this project,
a package of computer programs was obtained from the Institute for
Social Research at the University of Michigan. These programs have
been tested and placed in disk storage on the IBM 360/50 computer
at ICL

Validity Studies Associated with the Commonwealth Secondary
Scholas ship Examinations N
(J D. Thomson, J. P. Keeves)

Two studies funded by the Australian Department of Education are
being undertaken to examine the nature of the CSSE tests:

1. The relationships between performance on the individual CSSE
papers and certain measures of specific abilities, school achievement
and home background are being investigated. Complete data have
been coliected for 411 students in the Sydney metropolitan area who
were selected at random from the students at twenty-one schoois; the
schools being selected as a stratified sample of schools with a proba-
bility proportional to number of candidates who sat for CSSE in
1972. Preparation of the data file prior to scaling and scoring has
been completed. Multivariate analyses have been planned using pro-
grams which have recently been successfully tested.

2. The internal structure of the CSSE is to be examined. Item
responses have been obtained for a random sample of 400 students
who sat for CSSE in 1972 in Victoria. Initially each paper will be
examined separately in a search for patterns of relationships among
the item scores. It may then be possible to form meaningful modules
of items leading to further intra-iest and inter-test comparisons.

SURVEYS
(Chief Research Officer: M. J. Rosier)

School Leavers 1971-72
{W. C. Radford, R, Wilkes)

Of approximately 210,000 students estimated to have left Australian
schools during the period 1 April 1971 to 31 March 1972, slightly
less than 110,000 are included in the survey of school leavers. Com-
puter processing of coded data and tabulation of results from print-
outs have been completed. Writing of the report and compilation of

11
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tables for publication are still in progress. An interim report on the
survey has been prepared for limited distribution.

Research into Educauon in Australia 1972
(W. C Radford R McDowell)

The ﬁnal report on my commssnoned study into research into educa-
tion in Australia in 1972 was presented early in 1973 to the Austra-
han Advisory Committee on Research aru Development in Education.
I had the opportunity to discuss an interim report with that Committee
in Canberra early 1n January 1973, and final revision and presenta-
tion followed a few months later.

The committee published the Report with the title Research into
Education in Australia 1972 in August 1973 as No. 1 in a series. I
found the work required both to collect and analyse the data of con-
siderable interest and value and appreciated the opportunity given me
by the Committee to express some personal_yiews related to the data
but not necessarily governed by it.

I think there is now a place for a study in depth of curriculum
development, and also of the modes of preparation of teaching ma-
terials at present in vogue in Australia and the preparation available
and desirable for wurkers in this field.

THE IEA SCIENCE STUDY

The IEA lntemahonal Progect
(J. P, Keeves)

During the past year extensnve work has been carried out in Australia
by Dr Keeves on the wnting and editing of the report of the main
study, concerned with the achievement of students in science in
nineteen countries. This report has been published in Stockholm by
Almgqyvist and Wiksell (and John Wiley) with the title Science Educa-
tion in Nineteen Countries, L. Comber and J. P. Keeves. Dr Keeves
attended ithe Swedish and Interrational Press Conferences for the
release of the first three IEA reports of the second phase of the project
on 23 and 24 May 1973. Further work has been undertaken examin-
ing social class and sex differences in mathematics and science courses
using data collected in the IEA mathematics and science projects.

A special conference, arranged jointly by Harvard University and
IEA, is to be held from 11 to 16 November. It will examine the
implications of the IEA studies from a number of aspects and attempt
to make some evaluation of their Jikely results, Dr Keeves will be
attending: an IEA Council meeting is to be held during the con-
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ference, at which there will be a discussion of the future of IEA. He
will be able to represent ACER at that meeting.

IEA Science Project National Analyses
(M. J. Rosier, W. Williams)

Analyses of the Australian data from the 1EA Science project are con-
tinuing.

In order to provide feedback to the Australian schools which par-
ticipated in the project, the book Science Achievement in Austrahan
Secondary Schools was published. The main part of the book was a
senes of graphs showing for each state, for cach population, the science
score of ecach school plotted against other variables. The book is
also of gcneral interest in showing patterns of relationship between
metropolitan and non-metropohtan, and government and non-govern-
ment schools.

Other analyses have been completed of teacher characteristics,
reteation of teachers, state differences in science curricula and per-
formance, differences between schools, and important student vari-
able, influencing science performance. These analyses, together with
methodological aspects of the study. will be published in the next
report at the end of 1973,

IEA Follow-up Projects
(M. J. Rosier, K. Ross, W. Williams)

POPULATION I1 The Population 11 Follow-up Project, funded 1n
part by the Australian Advisory Comnuttee for Research and Develop-
ment in Education. is investigating career decisions made in 1972 by
sxteen-year-olds who were members of the 1970 Population 1l
samp'e of fourteen-year-olds.

All the data have been coded, punched and checked. The data for
the members of the Victorian sample were entered into the computer
to test programs and procedures for data entry and file-building, and
for various analyses For example varous technidues, including
facto: analyses, have been used to prepare scales from the non-
cogmitne response data, Programs for scoring the tests and scales
have been prepared. Work 15 proceeding on the multivariate analyses.
When all technmiques have been tested on the Victorian data. the
remaining data will be entered and processed.

Other work has involved the analysis of *he school questionnaires,
and the analysis of open-ended responses of sample members.

POPULATION IV Data were gathered for the Population 1V
Follew-up Project during October to December 197C. A question-
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naire was sent to members of the 1970 Population 1V sample, asking
them to indicate their employment and educatiun activities during
1971 and 1972.

The aim of this project, which is complementary to the Population
11 Follow-up, is to investigate career patterns of students who have
recently completed the full secondary course. It is hoped to develop
a prediction model linking secondary school achievement and attitudes
to types of employment and academic success two years after leaving
school. Coding, punching and checking of this data is under way.

TEACHER FOLLOW-UP in 1970 each IEA sample school pro-
vided a hist of all its teachers of science. In 1971 and 1972 the schools
were asked to indicate which of these teachers were still teaching
science at the school, and the destinations. where known, of the
teachers who had left. These analyses have been completed and a
report has been prepared for publication.

Study of the Educational Achievement of Migl‘ﬂ;lt Children
(M de LN{IOS. P.Di Leo)

In 1971 .s.u\nples of children in Melbourne, of Australian and migrant
parentage were testéd. In addition, questionnaires were sent to the
parents of the children of Australian and British origin, while the
parents qf the non-British migrant children were interviewed. The
data collected in this survey are being analysed to determine relation-
ships between school achievement and the ethnic background of the
child. A repyrt on this study is in preparation. This investigation has
been supporttd by a grant from the Australian Department of
Immigration. .

Pre-school Attendance in Victoria
(M. de Lemos)

A report on the survey of pre-school attendance of a sample of Mel-
bournc children entering primary school in 1970 was completed and
was published in Education News, Vol. 13 No. 12, December 1972.

An analysis of pre-school enrolments in all locai government areas
in Victoria has been completed and a (cport on this analysis has been
prepared for pubhcation. It is hoped that this report will be published
before the end of the year.
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LEARNING STUDIES
(Chief Research Officer. M. de Lemos)

Study of the Laingnage and Conceptual Abilities of Pre-school
Children: Follow-up Study and Survey of School Readiness
(M. de Lemos, P. Larsen, E. Sidell, J. Baldwin)

The study of the language and conceptuyl abilities of pre-school chil-
dien, funded by the Australian Advisory Committee on Research and
Development in Education, is being continued. In 1972 a sample of
children attending pre-schools and day nurseries in the Camberwell
and Fitzroy-Collingwood arcas was tested on a series of language, con-
ceptual and- general ability tests. This study was reported in the
1971-72 Annual Report.

This sample 15 now being followed up in the first year of school.
In the first term a battery of school r‘?adiness tests were administered.
These comprised the Anton Brenner | Developmental Gestalt Test of
School Readiness, the grammatic closure sub-test of the Ilhinois Test
of Psycholinguistic Abilities (ITPA) and Part ! of Engelmann’s
Basic Concept Inventory. In the second and third terms the Piaget con-
cept development tests administered last year will be readministered
and, at the end of the third term, a battery of achievement tests (the
Metropolitan Readiness Tests) will be administered.

The purpose of this tollow-up is to study the «elationship between
the language and conceptual abilities of this group: in the year prior
to their entry to school, on entry to school and at the end of their first
year of schooling, in order to determine which abilities are most
closely related to later schoo! achievement.

A study will also be made of the relationship between the carly or
late development of Piagetian concepts, and school achievement. This
follow-up is the beginning of a longitudinal study on this group of
children. It 1s intended to continue testing with this group in subsequent
years.

In addition to this follow-up of the sample tested in pre-school, a
survey of school readiness has been carried out on a larger sample of
children entering schoois in the Camberwell and Fitzroy-Collingwood
arcas. This sample has been tested on the same battery of school
readiness tests that were administered to the pre-school sample and
will be tested at the end of the year on the same battery of school
achievement tests. This group will also be followed up with a series
of school achievement tests in subsequent years of schooling,

The purpose cf the school readiness survey is to supplement the
information obtained by the smaller pre-school sample (originally 76
children, now reduced to less than 70) and to provide a larger sample
to enable a more detailed analysis of factors related to school readiness
and school achievement (j.e. age on entry to school, language spoken
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in the home, socio-economic status, level of schooling of parents, pre-
school experience, etc.).

The sample comprises approximately 350 children, about 200 from
the Fitzroy-Collingwood area and 150 from the Camberwell area. The
sample was selected 1n such a way that approximately half the children
in cach area are of Australian or English speaking origin, while the
other half are children of non-English speaking migrant parents.

Aboriginal Education Project
(M. de Lemos. P. D1 Leo)

fn 1971-72 a stud, of the educational achicvement of Aboriginal
primary school chidren was undertaken and a draft report was pre-
pared in 1971-72. This study is being supported by a grant from the
Victorian Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs.

The second stage of this project was commenced in October 1972.
This stage extends the study to the secondary school level and
involves two main aspects:

(a) The collection of data on the total Aboriginal secondary school
population by means of teacher questionnaires.

(b) The testing of the total Aboriginal secondary school population
aged between 14 0 and 14 11 (as at 1 January 1973) on a series of
achievement and attitude measures and an analysis of the performance
on these measures of those Aboriginal students who continue their
secondary schooling in 1974, compared with those students who leave
school during or at the end of 1973. In addition, the achievement, atti-
tudes and school leaving patterns of the Aboriginal students will be
dompared with two groups of non-Aboriginal students; one group
matched with the Aborginal students on the basis of general ability,
the other group matched with the Aboriginal students on the basis of
age.

Teacher questionnaires for the first part of the study were sent out
at the end of October, 1972. Computer analyses of data obtained
from these questionnaires ase currently 1n progress.

The second part of the study, the testing of the total fourteen-year-
old Aboriginal sample together with comparison groups of non-Ab-
original students. was commenced at the beginning of the second
ochoo! term in 1973. Testing is contmuing and should be completed by
November of this year. The sample comprises S1 Aboriginal students
in 41 metropolitan schools and 99 Aboriginal students in 50 country
«chools. a total of 150 Aboriginal students in 91 schools. I addition
the two comparison groups of non-Aboriginal students are being
tested. .

The test battery comprises a general ability test (the Standard
Progressive Matrices Test), a reading achievement test (the Co-
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operative  Reading Comprehension ‘Test, Form L), a mathematics
achievement test (an adaptation of the 1964 IEA Mathematics ‘Test),
an attitude scale (incorporating Keeves' “Like Schoel’, ‘Academic
Motvation’ and “Self Regard Scales’) and a general questionnaire
_based on the IEA questionnaire covenng students’ homework habits,
parental nterest and  encouragement and reading and  cultural
activities, Each student in the sample will alvo be interviewed on his
vocaiional and educational aspirations. or his intentions on leaving
school The Australian Department of Education 1s assisting ACER on
this aspect of the study by interviewing the Aboriginal students in the
sample and adminitering the general questionnaire to these students.

CURRICULUM INNOVATION AND EVALUATION

Social Sciences Evaluation Project
(K. Piper. D. Koch)

ACER has been commussicned by the National Committee on Social
Science Teaching to undertahe a two year research project on evalua-
tion n the social sciences The first stage of the project, a survey of
present and proposed developments 1n social science teaching at the
secondary level throughout Australia, has been completed and a report
forwarded to the Committee, This report also includes recommenda-
tions. based on the survey findings. concerning the remainder of the
project.

Work has commenced on the second stage of the project, the
preparation of a number of measuring instrumerts in the areas of:

(a) understanding concepts and generalizations;

(b) cognitive skills;,

and

(c) affective outcomes,

It is proposed that these instruments should take the form of criterion-
referenced measures and, to this end. investigadons are at present
under way for the establishment of appropriate criteria and test con-
struction procedures.

Later stages of the project are to in¢lude the evaluation of a unit of
material with the arm of establishing @ modet for the evaluation of
such & umit In addition. a teachers handbook on evalnation in the
social seiences will be prepared.

Community and School Project

(R T Fitzgerald. Professor P W, Muserave —Monash University,
D. W Pettit)

The aim of this study (a two year project funded by the Australian
1
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Advisory Commuttee on Research and Development in Education) is
to investigate the structure of the school in relation to the forces of
change conmng to bear upon it as a social institution.

Spectfic objectives are to delineate:

1. the nature of those forces (in such forms as parent and child
aspiration, changing role of the fanuly and coinmunity pressures) and

2. the nature of the school’s actual and potential response to them
(in terms of professional and other resources on hand, teacher attitudes,
relationships between teacher and parents and teachers and students,
and between the school and_the community at large).

The theory of networks has formed a basis for :xamining school-
community relations. This approach allows for analysis of the one
institution in terms of its structure of norms and behaviour patterns,
while at the same time it permits the study of outside normative
frameworks.

A major vehicle used to explore the relevance of this theory has
been fieldwork involving participant observation. In June, Mr Pettit
commenced teaching part-time in an inner suburban high school of
Melbourne and, in this role he has gathered much data on tape about
student attitudes He has attended meetings of various bodies directly
concerned with the school as well as linked with the outside com-
munity. His initial contacts with teachers have been that of a colleague,
as a prelude to formal interviews about their work. Interviews with
parents, community leaders and other interested people are to precede
the drafting of questionnaires and guides for structured interviews. In
these ways fieldwork will help to determine the final design of the
survey.

The next stage of the research program will involve the comparative
stwly of community-school relations in contrasting generaphical and
social locations.

Social Science Curriculum Project
(R. T. Fitzgerald, P. Segall, M. Ayres)

Maternals on Aboriginal tribal life and culture have been designed as
the first part of the unit which will examine the change from tribe to
mussion to fringe dwellers.

Like he materials produced for the Bougainville Crse the main
interest centres on changes that arise from contacts between peoples
of widely different cultures. In the case of the Aboriginals the empha-
sis has been placcd on those changes that arise from the enculturation
of children from different socio-economic and cultural backgrounds
into the wider Australian socicty. A key objective in developing
stimulating materials is to encourage students at the junior secondary
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stage to appreciate and understand the life styles of children situated
in radically different cultures.

In developing the materials we are exploring the effectiveness of
different ways of presenting information and concepts. Use of the
visual medium is being facilitated by the support given by Film
Australia, which has agreed to produce two classroom films made from
the film ‘Desert People’. It is anticipated that these films will be
ready for classroom trial late in 1973. Using this experience various
modes of teaching and learning activity will be further developed
according to specified objectives and types of evaluation.

The multi-media kit produced on ‘The Bougainville Case” has been
edited and is awaiting publication in an experimental edition. A
program of evaluation of these materials is being planned.,

The Junior Secondary Science Project
(J, Tyler, L. G. Dale—-Austrahan Science Educatxon Pro;eet)

The revision of the Junior Secondary Science Pro;ect matenals has
continued during the year and two revised units have been published
bv Cheshires. The materials in these units are presented to studeats in
booklet rather than boxed-card form and the end of unit tests are
accompanied by remedial material. The planned schedules of revision
and publication have been maintained and the new materials will be
available for use in schools for the 1974 school year. Publishing
houses in Britain have shown interest in the project and Ginn and
Company have made arrangements with Cheshires to distribute
those revised units of the Australian edition suitable for use in
British schools. The new units are very attractive and are being well
received.

The Graph smné Kit

The Graph Skllls Kit whlch has been prepared in recent years has
been revised by Mrs Richard Warry in Brisbane, making those changes
that were necessary because of the change to metric units. The kit
deals only with graph skills and uses a pupil-directed approach to
interpretation, rather than the teacher-directed approach to graph
construction of the Nuffield materials prepared in England. The
principles on which the materials are organized depend upon Gagné's
ideas of a hierarchy of skills underlying performance and the need to
master elementary skills before attempting more complex ones. This
kit was thoroughly checked recently by an experienced primary school
teacher and the materials are awaiting publication.
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Revision of Background in Mathematics
(F.J. D. Syer)

During the year the revised text of Background in Mathematics was
printed by the Victorian Government Printer for supply to primary
schools in that State. By arrangement he also printed supplies for
Tasmania, South Australia and Western Australia. The new text uses
metric measures. adds new terms to the Glossary and incorporates a
number of amendments and rewritings of the original 1965 texi. The
book 1s ascribed jointly to the Victorian Education Department and to
ACER as publishers: the revision of the text was entrusted to ACER,
and Dr Syer, who dealt with the revision for ACER, also saw the
book through the press. As there was a steady demand over the last
few years for the earlier edition, we expect that need will arise in four
or five years time for a further revision. A more extensive revision or
even a very different approach, may then be appropriate.

Australian Seminar on the Teaching of English
{W.T. Renehan. C. Ryan) ’

A report on the seminar, held in Sydney in May-June 1972 and re-
ferred to in the ACER Annual Report 1971-72. has been published
under the utle of The Teaching of English by the Australian Govern-
ment Publishing Service. The report contains .papers by Professor
J. N. Britton and Professor Roger W. Shuy and a discussion of pro-
ceedings at the semunar. Included in the appendices is a questionnaire
dev sed at ACER on ‘Current Issues on the Teactung of English’, and a
report on teachers’ responses to the questionnaire. as well as a paper
on *English Curricula 1in Australia’ prepared at ACER.

We have been provided with 500 copies of a special printing of
these papers and have distributed copies to those on our normal
comphmentary distribution list not otherwise likely to receive a copy.

Home Start
(Miss R. Combes)

[The term is borrowed from J. McVicker Hunt]

It secems a safe forecast that during the next decade the most dramatic
impaet on the future lives of most children will be made by what hap-
pens to them in their first five or six years. Much official attention is
being given to the establishment of child-care centres and pre-schools,
but relatively little as yet to activities which would ensure that children
in all kinds of homes receive the best possible help in their cognitive,
emotional and social development. However. I expect attention to
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be directed to this 1n intensive ways in the next few years. I am not
convinced that the king of educational intervention now being proposed
in the child-care centres and pre-school institutions, or the positive
discrimination proposed both at those levels and later, will go very far
in rectifying the differences between homes which affect readiness
and ability to profit by later schooling. ,

For these and a number of other reasons therefore it seemed to me
that if ACER were to play a significant role in studying and influenc-
ing decisions on pre-school and later education, it should also be
studying ways and means to improve the lot of many children whose
early vears were lacking in many of the activities and stimulations
thought to. be either essential or desirable for them. One possible
appreach was through printed materials.

It seems a reasonable proposition that many parents who might
otherwise be either ignorant of the need to help their children, or
uncertain about how to do it, would be able to use a pool of sug-
gestions and advice provided in a format that they could understand,
making use of readily obtained materials. I anticipate an increasing
demand on our Advisory Services for advice of this kind.

The possibility was discussed with members of staff and others,
that a ‘pamphlet for parents’ might be prepared which contained
adequately backed ideas for them to use. A uniformly favourable
response was obtained. The (Melbourne) Institute of Early Childhood
Development has collaborated with us by arranging that Miss Rosa-
monde Combes, the Lecturer-in-Chaige of first year studies, would be
free for half her time between May and December 1973 to prepare
the first draft of such a pamphlet. Miss Combes has worked with mem-
bers of ACER staff and many others in compiling her material. She
has had unstinted support everywhere, and the projec* has aroused
great interest. We are, of course, aware of the many probiems involved
in using such materials and getting them used by parents. But the first
step seemed to me to get something prepared to show what could
be done: to prove by experience what problems would be involved in
both preparing and using material of a particular kind; and to provide
an instrument likely to be useful in itself as well as being suitable for
experimental appraisal of the results of its use.

A Study of a Community School
{P. Thomson)

There have been a number of small independent schools with an
‘alternative school orientation® started during recent years. Conse-
quently Education Departments in a number of states are actively
involved in the investigation of the possibilitics offered by alternative
forms of schooling.
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Swinburne Commumty School is the school being used as the sub-
ject of a case study.

' COMPARATIVE AND CRITICAL STUDIES OF

O

RIC o

AUSTRALIAN EDUCAT ON
(Chief Research Officer: R. T. Fitzgerald)

Factors in Educational Change
(R. T. Fitzgerald)

A major purpose of this study has been to analyse the nature and
impact of the forces of change that have come to bear or education
in Australia. The method employed was to take two periods marked
by unusually strong efforts to reform the public school systems.

The first of these periods, the postwar years of 1945 to 1950, saw
many proposals for change but produced few major results; the
second period from 1965 to 1973 saw similar forces at work but
proved far more responsive to proposals for radical reform.,

The new climate for change in recent years can be explained in
terms of a Shift-in the cultural pattern. During the forties the prevail-
ing values of a narrow and provincial type of culture were reflected in
the common stress on established custom and long standing routines.
The lack of public interest in education was evident in the platforms of
all political parties and in state government policies. Campaigns led
by teachers failed to persuade the community that the school systems
needed a larger share of available resources.

By contrast the advent of a dynamic culture provided a different
context for educational reform. Social and technological change had
produced more cosmopolitan attitudes which were more favourable
to the progressive ideas advanced earlier. Political policies and the
mass media'indicated the growth of public concern. A better educated
teaching force showed more interest in experimenting with new
approaches. Parents and students showed signs of wanting to partici-
pate in determining school policy.

The current period of instability, while providing new opportunities
for reform also involves the dangers of serious dysfunction. In their
zest for innovation, reformers may fail to appreciate the key elements
that served to maintain a reasonable balance in the established order of
things. Moreover, the .emergence of new forces within a more literate
society may compel educators to explain their aims and methods if
they are to win sufficient community support for their proposals.

Australian Education—Information and Review
(R. T. Fitzgerald, P. Segall, J. Matthews)

The ongoing work of processing data on developments in Australian
22
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education involves the sifting and assessment of diverse publications,
including the.daily press and parliamentary debates. Major reports
and legislation are abstracted and assessed, and educational statistics
analysed as they become available. Within this broad framework there
are a variety of specific activities and outcomes tc meet the information
needs of ACER staff and other organisations, some of which.are des-
cribed below.

A monthly ‘Chronicle ef Australian Education’ is prepared to keep
ACER staff informed of current developments in Australian Education,
and to provide a record which can be drawn on for reviews of special
.areas. A series of occasional reports using this information is under-
way. the first of these What Alternatives fur Schooliry® Some Current
Trends appeared in July. The Quarterly Review of Australian Educa-
tion also draws on this work, since individual authors may not have
access to all relevant material, and it is important that recent develop-
ments and up to date statistics are not omitted.

The report Teachers for Commonwealth Schoous prepared by W. D.
Neal and W. C, Radford included a detailed account of the careers
and salary structures of teachers in Australian government schools as
at June 1972. Work has been undertaken to keep this statement up to
date by incorporating changes as these are made by education depart-
ments and other commissions and tribunals.

UNESCO Abstracts
{J. Ma:thews)

During the year eleven abstracts were prepared for the UNES»O
Co-operative Educational Absiracting Service and six of these have
been published by that service. Significant documents abstracted
included the Nott report on pre-school education in Western Australia,
the Meal-Radford report Teachers for Commonwealth Sche -, and
reports of the Australian Universities Commission and Commission
on Advanced Education. The agreement has been renewed until
December 1974.

New Pohcy Towards Expendlture on Auctl;allan Educahon
(P.Segall, R T. Fltzgerald)

The study of finance for education in Austmha [described in last years
report] has been extended to include a review of the new pohcxcs in-
troduced by the Australian government, and their implementation of
the 1973 budget. This will include an analysis of the policies and pro-
cedures developed by the Inierim Committee for the Australian Schools
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Commusion and the :mplications of the Australian government's
acceptance of full financial responsibility for tertiary education.

Review of Continuing Education
(R T. Fitzgerald. A Wright. F. Headlam)

This area of study comprises three main elements: one. a report on an
overseas tour ot study which looked at new approaches to the educa-
tion of older adolescents. two, an analysis of current developments tn
the field of further learning in Australia. Europe and North America;
and three. an empirical study of groups of school leavers with the aim
of delineating problens and formulating solutions to educational dis-
advantage.

1 Opporturity and the Older Adolescent. this report. based on an

overseas study ‘tour during 1973, examines the various approaches

taken by different countries in educating young people aged sixteen
vears and older.

The studv looks at new developments in the upper seconduary
school. the setting up of new kinds of institutions and experiments
with taking streetcorner schools and make-shift facilities out into
everyday life. Work experience programs also form part of thé
search for viable aliernatives. The study relates these innovations 1o
the situation 1n Australia and formulates proposals for new policy
and procedures.

2. Review of Current Developments  this study takes up for closer
analysis a number of the matters dicussed 1n "Opportunity and the
Older Adolescent” and relates them to the current debate on con-
tunuing education. fn particular the study will examine such matters
& transition from scheool 10 work, the importance of certification
with respect to future career. and econontic and social factors reluted
to full umz return to formal learning
3 The Empinical Study of Educational Diadvantage amorg Ado-
lescents. this study tled -Poverty, Education and Adolescents® is'’
funded by the Australian Department of Social Security on behalf of
the Commonwedlth Commission of Laquiry mto Poverty. and aims
to nvestigate the relauve lack of educational opportunity for
adolescents due to poverty

One of the inntial tashs of this project has been to frame a satis-
factory definition of poverty in terms of lack of resources. both
personal and matenial. for competitive paructpatton in the social
system.

A major aim 1s to relate alternative approaches being developed
both abroad and in Austraha to the problems of disadvantaged
youth In order to delineate these problems a stud © ot groups of
adolescents who have left «chool in recent years is being made.
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This survey will look at such aspects as peer group relationships,
employment or further study, leisure time activities, as well as
personal and educational aspects.

Although comparatively well off materially, many adolescents
face very limited choices for the future. It is highly likely that their
current work ¢.perience will prove to be increasingly monotonous
and unfulfilling. with few prospects for improvement. Because this
situation may not become fully apparent until adwthood, it is also
planned to study, in the exploratory stage, another group of young
people who lett school six or seven years ago. Data gamned from thi
exploratory work will be the basis for comparative studies in
different types of localities.

MEASUREMENT STUDIES®

Item Bank Project
(B. Rechter)

On the recommendation of an invitatior | conference on *ACER's
Priorities and Program on Testing and Evaluation’ in October 1972, we
are investigating the development of central item banks to provide test
material to be used by class teachers for grading or diagnostic pur-
poses and by those concerned with comparability o1 moderation
across and within upper secondary schools. We have received con-
aderable assistance from examining boards and state departments of
education in this venture, by way of short-term secondments to ACER
and 1n running workshops aimed at producing files of draft items.

Following workshops in several states, items in mathematics and
science are being edited for trial testing in 1974 After item analysis
the material will be prepared for publication. Two collections are
planned, onc to be kept for secure use and the other tor direct use by
teachers, with the guarantee of feed-back inf -mation.

It 1 proposed that users will be provided with a classification of the
items. according to content objective. data on question difficulty and
discrimination indices for the correct answer and all distractors.

Australian Test for Advanced Music Studies
(O Bridges. B. Rechter. J. Knight)

During 1972-73 three forms of the test have been constructed, These
were trial tested late in the 12th grade or early in the first tertiary year

*"These studies have been undertaken by members of the Measurement
Unit—-both Test Development and Testing $ervices—for which Dr Clark
has general responsibility.
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in all Australiau states. The cont» ts we made during this testing led
us to believe that ATAMS will be most useful as a diagnostic instru-
ment early in the first year of tertiary stu ies, rather than as a selection
instrument. Consequently the word ‘Admission’ has been omitted from
the originai title of the test.
It is planned to have a final furm of the test ready by the end of

1973. It will consist of three forty-minute sections covering:

(a) aural imagery and musical rremory,

(b) aural/visual discrimination and notation

and

(c) the cognitive area; comprehension, application and analysis.
This form will be given to all students entering tertiary music studies
early in 1974.

It is anticipated that the outcomes of this test will throw open many
questions concerning current music education practices and in view
of this we are seeking means of turther investigations of practical
music examining. The project was originally funded by the Australian
Advisory Committee on Research and Development in Education.,

Study of Marking of Written Expression Paper of CSSE
(R. Bell, G. Withers)

Following collection of data during the marking of the 1972 examin-
ation, analysis of the markers’ perception of selected aspects of writing
ability was commenced. Other commitments having higher priority
have taken precedence over further work on the data. However, using
the results of marking a random collection of essays, an attempt was
made to discover the effect of tae long period of marking on score
reliability. The point in time during the marking period when essays
are marked appears to have little ¢ffect on the award of scores. More
study is required, however, in order to confirm or reject this tentative
conclusion.

Et_fects of Coaching on CSSE liesults
(J. T.umbers)

A study of the effect of coaching for the mathematics paper of the
CSSE was initiated in a sample of Victorian secondary schools in
1972. The experimental subjects were grade 9 students who were
coached by two different methods Data collected from the samples
consists of pre-test and post-test scores on the 1971 CSSE mathematics
paper and post-test scores on the 1972 and 1973 CSSE mathematics
papers. In addition, a number of estimates were obtained of relevant °
variables including socio-economic status, 1.Q., and attitude measures.
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Two control groups were provided to enable the estimation of the
practice effects of the pre-test, as well as the treatment effect.

The experiment was designed to answer questions about the effective-
ness of coaching for CSSE in schools and therefore students were
coached al school in intact classes. Theoretical questions about the
nature of problem-solving skills and their development by coaching
have not bern explored to date. The variable nature of CSSE mathe-
matics papers which contain multiple choice questions 1 a very
imaginative and variable format makes the task of characterising the
problem solving skills employed in their solution a major undertaking.
It is assumed that the teachability of specific skills is of secondary
importance in this particular project. However it is proposed to
follow-up with item analysis on the two administrations of the 1971
paper. This may lead to idenufication of the specific problem solving
skills involved in the test.

The experimental subjects have completed the 1973 CSSE paper and
the major effort in the project is now Jirected to analysis procedures.
Coaching and testing of students in classes preclude simple tests such
as t-tests or analysis of variance. This, and the associated probiem of
measuring gain scores, have necessitated the use of complex analysis
techniques which demand sophisticated computer programming and
impose a number of restraints on the data which must be rigorously
checked It is envisaged that the analyses will be completed early in
1974 and a full report will then be published.

The project has been funded by the Australian Department of
Education.

Validation of Descriptions of Children’s Behaviour
(I, Stamp, R Bell)

As part of the development of the Behaviour Study Technique (BST)
Dr Isla Stamp obtained data on the BST from over 1900 children in
Victorian pre-school centres in 1967, In May 1973 the Advisory Com-
mitiee on Child Care Research made available a grant to Dr Stamp
and R. Bell for the further study of these children. The project is in
three parts: a study of the responses of these children to the BST, a
follow-up study of some of these childien and a detailed investigation
into the changes in behaviour as shown by a small group of these
children. It is envisaged that the project will be completed by June
1974,

\

Primary School Language Project
(W. Renehan. C. Ryan. B. Johnson)

Samples of written and oral linguage werc collected during the latter
27
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half of 1972 from 270 Victorian primary school children. Some data
were also collected on their family backgrounds, their teachers’ atti-
tudes, and their performance on achievement tests in English. Three
grade levels (2, 4 and 6) were represented and 15 schools involved.
Shortly after children were selectey, their parents were contacted to
acquaint them with the purposes of the project and to enlist their
assistance in the provision of home background data.

The children involved were asked to do three pieces of writing, each
to a set stimulus. These had been tried out and found to be success-
ful n eliciting a response. Their teachers were also asked to supply, for
copying, the free writing of a given week. This constitutes the written
langu~ge sample. The response of children in the sample varies con-
siderably from simple descriptions of the stimulus (a picture, or ‘my
street’), to recollections of experience, to elaborations into fantasy, or
to hypotheses about the motivations of other people. Two aspects of
the writing to which considerable attention is being given are the effect
of conflict or complexity on the response, and the questions of style.

1t would appear already that many children, particularly those in
grade 6, recognize and use what can only be described as a ‘formal .
classroom’ style, but whether this inhibits or facilitates the occasional
more effective use of language is not yet clear. It is also apparent that
by grade 6 a few children have internalized rules of punctuation to the
point where their use of punctuation as a stylistic device is flexible and
sensitive; that most grade 2 children use consistent rules for phoneme/
~rapheme encoding, although their spelling may not yet be orthodox;
and that complexity of, in particular, verb phrase structure is a de-
veloping phenomenon in the writing of children during their primary
school years.

Each child in the project was interviewed by one of the researchers
and he or she also took part in a group activity intended to promote
conversation or discussion. One point of the interview was to get
children to talk about what they would do were they placed in the
position of other people (other children, parents, etc.). One result of
this is that we now know that the more complex structures of the verb
phrase. which do not typically appear in writing until grade 6, are
a'ready present in the speech of children at grade 2.,

In therr group discussion (generally involving three children),
children were asked first to work together on a block puzzle. In the
pilot phase of the project this situation had been most effective in
promoting lively conversation, However not all groups in the final
sample used language as the chief means of communication in this
situation. Many relied chiefly on manipulation of the blocks, on ges-
ture, or if on language, on fragmentary utterances consisting largely
of demonstratives, simple locatives, and the imperative use of a few
verbs.
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Most groups were also willing to engage in conversation about their
activities inside or outside the school. In some cases this kind of con-
versation was group oriented, in others researcher oriented. Both
types of conversation generated rich and spontaneous runs of language,
but not from all children. Because of the way children were selected
for the sample within schools, not all children were sufficiently at ease
within the groups. However there is generally sufficient oral language
for making comparisons between speech and writing in terms of
complexity of verb structure, use of subordination, etc.

Detailed analysis of the language is proceeding. It is expected that
a report will be completed before the end of this year.

The project has been funded jointly by the Victorian Primary
Schools Testing Program and an AACRDE grant.

Diagnostic and Readiness Tests for Children Beginning Schooling
( H. Rowc) -

A survey and preliminary evaluation of avallable dlagnostlc and
readiness tests for pre-school and first grade children has been com-
menced.

It is intended initially to provide the potential test user with a guide
for selecting an appropriate tool or assessment procedure for a specific
measurement objective. Some attempts will be made to provide criteria
for assessment in areas where no adequate tests are available.

Pre-school or First Grade Screening Test
(H. Rowe)

In answer to increasing demands for some form of screening devnce
for children beginning school, consideration is being gwven -to the
development of an instrument designed to aid teachers of school
beginners in their attempts to individualise teaching.

Rather tFin serving as an indicator of academic potential, the value
of a screening test at this level would be to ensure that children who
nced more time and training in specific areas to fully benefit from
schooling are brought to the teacher’s attention at an early stage.”
Mentally and socially handicapped, as well as highly gifted children,
including those from atypical backgrounds might thus be identified.

Ability/ Test—Survey, Reszarch and Development
(R. Bell)
A survey of the field of ability tests is being undertaken. It aims to
provide a basis for further ACER work on construction and servicing
29
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of ability tests. Current theoretical notions about intelligence and
their relationship to testing are being examined. Also tests currently
available, both group and individual, will be closely exagined with
respect to validity, reliability and mormative data.

Measurement of Reading and Lisiening Skills
(M. L. Clark, B. Johnson, S. G. Meredith)

A report on the hierarchical structure of reading skills in primary
grades is being drafted. Some analyses have been delayed because
of difficulties with EDP processing, It is expected that analysis of the
grade 6 data collected in the last term of 1972 will be completed at the
time this statement is published. Until then definitivé statement on
the skills tested is not warranted. Nevertheless the methods employed
in constructing multiple-choice distractors have produced interesting
data: the same approach is being used in the revision of items in
Test R (NSW Primary Evaluation Program) in the expectation of
providing teachers with useful diagnostic information. Information on
the use of the ‘cloze’ technigue in assessing-comprehension gained from
this study will be utilize¢ in further work on this method in conjunc-
tion with Test R revision.

The study of listening skills funded by the Australian Advisory
Committee on Research and Development in Education has con-
tinued. Preparation of a battery of tests is nearing completion and
testing with the first segments of this battery is currently in progress at
grade 4 and 6 levels. Assessment of grade 2 children which had been
planned for 1973 will not be attempted until early in 1974. Surveys
conducted in the preliminary stages of this project have been reported
in the Quarterly Review of Australian Education and at the ANZAAS
Congress in Perth in August 1973, However detailed anatysis of the
national questionnaire data collected at the end of 1972 by Mr T. S.
Duff (on sabbatical leave from Auckland University) is still in pro-
gress. A report has been drafted on a pilot study of classroom inter-
action with special reference to non-verbal behaviour thought to be
relevant to efficient listening. The observation schedules trialled will
be utilized in conjunction with one of the testing sessions currently in

progress.

English Proficiency in Migrant Children
(1. Alfred)

A preliminary study of the assessment of immigrant children for who
English is a second language has been undertaken, The use of tests of
the child’s status in his own language has been given some considera-
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tion, and a number of tests of learning potential of possible relevance
to teachers of English have been trialled on a small scale. This work
has served to highlight a number of the problems involved in
assessing non-EngI!sh speaking children of different nationalities. At
present an analysis is being made of the NFER tests of proficiency in
English and it seems that this approach may be more useful than
others mentioned above. With the prospect of further funding in
1973-74 it may be feasibie for us to enlarge this area of activity.

Tests etc. for Gmdance Programs

We have been fortunate to obtain the help of Mr G. D Bradshaw to
make a survey of the current needs for psychological and other tests
for guidance purposes. This survey follows the discussion at last
years Annual Meeting. Mr Bradshaw expects to begin the survey in
a few weeks time. We are grateful to the School of Education at the
Viniversity of Melbourne for making his services available to us.

Service Programs*

A wide range of developmental and service projects has been main-
tained again this year by the Mcasurement Unit and its Advisory Ser-
vice Sections. Substantial progress has been made in a number of the
areas listed in the 1973-75 program which was published in the Supple-
ment to ACER Newsletter No. 17, June 1973. However, we are find-
ing that our resources are not sufficient to meet the increasing volume
of requests not only for advice about existing materials and tests, but
about new and different ones. 1 believe we must devote more of our
resources to such requests in the not too distant future. The constant
contact we have with teachers at all levels and educational psycholo-
gists, is vital to the well-being of an organisation like ACER if it is to
give adequate service to Australian education.

.

TEST RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
(Chlef Research Ofﬁccr. B. Rechter)

Apart from the measuremeat studies already mentioned (which have
been supported to a large extent out of special grants and contracts,
and in part out of general grants provided by governments) the staff
in this department have contributed not only in the development of

* The programs in Test Research and Development, Testing Programs and
Services, and Publishing, which follow, operate under the direction of
Dr M. L. Clark.
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material for the Test Service programs reviewed later in this report,
but they have made progress in the following areas of activity.

SECONDARY AND TERTIARY

The greater part of our developmental work in testing has again
been undertaken at the upper secondary school level because of the
nature of our current contracts and the necessity to staff accordingly.

Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test

(B Rechter. K. Piper, A Grant. J. Foyster. G. Withers, D Arney.
D Johnson)

The new version {Senes B) of the ASAT commissioned by the Aus-
tralian Department of Education was completed during the year. It is
a four hour test, taken in two two-hour administrations and is desighed
to provide for cach student three scores: a total score, a part-verbal
score. and a part-mathematical score. Initial data from the Victorian
program indicate a high degree of reliability of each of the three
scores.

ASAT Series B is being used operationally in Queensiand in 1973
and 1n a modified form in Western Australia. It forms the basis {with
the Australiun Test of Written Expression, described below) of an
experiment on tertiary admission being carried out in 1973 by the
Victorian Tertiary Education Entrance Policy Committee.

It is proposed that a new ASAT be prepared for use in 1974 by at
least the three states mentioned. -

Australian Test of Written Expression
(G Withers)

ACER was also commissioned by the Australian Depar.ent of Edu-
caticn early in 1972 to prepare a new series of written expression
tests for grade 12. Trial forms have been prepared and trial tested in
Western Australia. From the topic material tried out in that state the
Australian Test of Written Expression was prepared. The planned ad-
ministration n July 1973 to all full-time secondary students in Vic-
toria met with some opposition from teachers and pupiis. and d re-
duced sample (two-thirds) sat for the test. Because of this, and the
publicity which surrounded the administration, research use of the test
was not possible.
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Commonwealth Senior Secondary Scholarshlp Exammahon
(B. Rechter, G. Withers, A. Grant, P. Thomson, D. Arney, J. Foyster)

Preparation of tests for the CSSE has continued under contract for
1973 and 1974 with the Australian Department of Education. Four
new papers were available for the nation-wide testing program at
grade 10 in July 1973 and work is in progress on papers for use next
year. Although the amount of criticism [of the actual scholarship
scheme has been increasing considerable! interest is shown in the
individual examination papers, especially Written Expression tests and
the Humanities matenals. The monograph by Withers and Grant
From Testing to Teaching in the Humanities, dealing with the 1971
CSSE Humanities paper has been generally well received.

This year marking of the CSSE essay papers was carried out in
Brisbane for the first time, and as usual in Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaide. Several research studies investigating particular parts of
the CSSE are underway, as indicated elsewhere in this report.

Leaving Chemistry Diagnostic Tests
(B. Rechter. J. Lumbers)

In 1972 this project commenced with a meeting of Vnctonan chemlstry
teachers at ACER where proposals for structuring a set of ‘flexible’
diganostic tests were discussed and approved. These tests are designed
to be used in conjunction with a leaving chemistry syllabus in which
the presentation and order of topics is expected to be the prerogative
of individual teachers. For this reason tests will be subdivided into
units within each topic in the course, allowing teachers to select the
appropriate combination for their particular approach to the course.
It 1s proposed that these units will be described and indexed in a hand-
book accompanying the tests and diagnostic aids.

It is expected that sales of tests, diagnostic aids, and handbooks will
not be confined to Victoria; for in the past twelve months a new
syllabus has appeared in South Australia which is similar in many ways
to the Victorian syllabus. It scems likely that the tests being prepared
now could easily be adapted to South Austrahan requirements. To
further this possibility samples of trial tests are being circulated among
interested teachers in South Australia to elicit comment on their com-
patibility with the South Australian course.

The trial forms prepared so far have becn used in a number of
Victorian schools. These trial forms have had a geaerally favourable
reception from both teachers and students who have commented freely
on the organisation of the tests and their value as an aid to learning.
These comments are being used in conjunction with item analysis data
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obtained from studenis’ answer sheets to revise items and to assemble
them into the most acceptable format for publication.

This program of trial testing is scheduled for completion early in
the last quarter of 1973 and preparation of final forms, diagnostic aids
and the teachers handbook will continue thereafter. The whole series
of tests, answer sheets, score keys, diagnostic aids and teachers hand-
book is expected to be available in Victoria in 1974,

Biology Dragnostlc rmd Achiev.ement ’l;ests;-New Program
(P Thomson,l OShea)

The project undertaken in 1972 to revise the exlstmg battery of tests
for grade 11 was completed with the publication of eight diagnostic
and five achievement tests during the first half of 1973.

Currently both diagnostic and achievement tests, similarly based on
the recent edition of the Web of Life textbook, are being prepared for
grade 12. Teachers in all states have assisted with item writing for
thése tests. A program of trial testing of these materials will take
place in the last quarter of 1973, and the new series is due for
publication in 1974,

Miss Judith O'Shea has been seconded from the Victorian Education
Department to assist in this project.

Secondnry Mathematncs Dlagnostic Tests
(J Foyster)

The 1971- 72 report mdlcated that there was sufficient similarity be-
tween senior mathematics courses in the various states to justify the
preparation of diagnostic tests for the two final years of secondary
school. A survey conducted amongst secondary school mathematics
teachers in December 1972 showed that they favoured the preparation
of diagnostic mathematics tests at the junior secondary level rather
that at the senior level as originally planned. Correspondence with
individuals and groups of mathematics teachers in the various states
confirmed this as being the general opinion, and further investigation
showed that such a design for the program was feasible.

Since then full commitment of our available resources to other pro-
jects (including item banking) has prevented the project from pro-
gressing at the rate we hoped for. However a number of individual
tests, at about grade 7 level, have been planned with potential test con-
structors and we expect to do a good deal of test development in 1974,
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Junior Secondary Mathematics Tests
(D Amey. . Foystcr)

The resolution of problems arising from the mterpretatlon of data
obtained from the Tests of Reasoning in Mathematics (TRIM)
referred to in the previous report has not been completed. Data from a
validity study are being analysed.

PRIMARY AND LOWER GRADES

We have not had the resources to meet all the pressing needs for suit-
able tests at the primary and lower grade levels. However the primary
measurement studies outlined earlier in this report have maintained
staff interests at this level. Other activities have continued as follows.

Test of Learning Ability
(R Bell)

Progress has been made on the Test of Learmng Ablhty at both grade
4 (TOLA 4) and grade 6 (TOLA 6) levels. Although TOLA 4 is now
in a final form it is envisaged that an alternative format featuring
separate answer sheets will be available next year.

in June 1973, with «he assistance of the Test Advisory Committee
from the Division of Guidance, Adjustment and Special Services of the
New South Wales Education Department, a small study of the retest
réliability and the effect of separate answer sheets was undertaken.
Both TOLA 4 and TOLA 6 proved satisfactory on both these counts.
An interim final form of TOLA 6, with separate answer sheets, will be
used in grade 6 in New South Wales in 1974. Norms for use by the
New Socuth Wales Department and further data on this test will be
prepared in the next phase of the project.

New South Wales Counsellors Bulletin No. 3 was published in
August 1973. It featured the items of TOLA 6 and contained a short
questionnaire to enable school counsellors in the NSW Division of
Guidance and Adjustment to respond to the test. It is anticipated that
this information will be of use in preparation of the final form of
TOLA 6.

anry Schools Mathematics Tests (AM Series)
(D Amey. J Foyster)

The AM series of tests already publlshed has been extended by the
wopics covering Area and Graphs which will be available in 1974. The
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tests on Length, Atea and Capacity, and Volume are complete but
will not be normed until after metric units have been in use in schools

‘for a sufficient Jength of time.

The handbook for the series is being updated as a consequence of
the completion of the series. A second interim normative supplement
has been prepared. Data for all tests have been smoothed in relation
to the negative hypergeometric distribution rather than the normal dis-
tribution.

“

A

Reading Tests
(G Wlthers. M L. Clarl\)\

Work on manuals, mcludmg normative tables, to accompany the
Primary Reading Survey Tests continued. An interim manual covering
word knowledge and comprehension tests was published and work
began on supplementary manuals to cover junior primary grades
material and special skills'tests ﬁr grade 6 level.

A manual for Co-operative Reading Comprehension Test forms L
and M was in press at the time of writing this report.

A final edition of the manual for the Progressive Achievement Tests
was published during the year. It included item analysis, reliability,
validity and normative sample data based on the national testing in
1970. Separate state norms were provided in the form of both per-
centile rank ranges and stanines.

Metric Conversion of Tests \
(D. Arnev J. Baldwm J. Foyster)

Conversnon of tests has proceeded without sngmﬁcant dlfﬁcultles Re-
placement of jtems which are no longer appropriate has begun, and it
is planned that all tests should have been modified by mid-1974,

TESTING PROGRAMS AND ADVISORY SERVICES
(Chief Research Officer, W. T. Renehan)

NSW Primary Evaluation Program
(W. Renehiin, G. Heath, B. Johnson)

During 1972-73 ACER, in conjunction with the NSW Education De-
partment, continued to produce and distribute tests in the NSW
Primary Evaluation Program. The program, which started in 1961 as
the NSW Basic Skills Testing Program, provides more than 1500
primary schools with tests in reading, listening, study skills, spelling
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and mathemaucs. The tests ar: distributed in September of each year
10 response to requisitions from schools. During the year all tests ex-
cept the mathematics tests written for metric measure, were revised
for metrication. Minor changes were required in most tests. In August,
.arrangements were approved for the revision of Reading Test R and
work on this has now commenced.

A number of independent schools 1in NSW have also continued to
use all tests n the program  All tests aie available tor purchase by
primary schools or teachers in any state

Victorian Primary Schools Testing Program

During October 1972 tests were admnistered in reading, listening
comprehension, spelling, punctuation, English usage, and mathematics
A trief report on the results of the mathematics tests has been made
to the Curriculum and Research Branch of the Victorian Education
Department These results indicate a falling off 1n performance on the
computational skills test since its earlier admunistration in 1964
Results on the other tests will be reported (and were chiefly intended
as additiona: data) in connection with the Primary Schools I.anguage
Pro ect, which has been referred to carlier in this report.

For the period 1973-74 ACER is investigating with the Curricu-
lum and Research Branch the evaluation of children’s information
skills

Co-operative Scholarship Testing Program 1973
(N McBean, E. Watson)

This program was again conducted with the assntance of a policy
commuttee representing heads of schools. Systens established over the
last two vears were used successfully in the 1973 program. Appioxi-
mately 10.000 candidates were registered for the examination, which
was held during the second term. These candidates were competing for
scholarships at 115 independent schools.

The CSTP entrance scholarships to independent schools are available
at two levels: level 1 (gade 6/7) and level 2 (grade & '9). The battery
was revised in 1971-72 placing more emphasis on scholastic aptitude
1han achievement and using & broader range of material more in line
wih the Commonwealth Secondary Scholarship Examunation, but at
the appropriate levels.

Trial testing for the current program was completed carly in
1973. This provides sufficient new matertal for the 1973 and 1974
batteries, some of the material wili then be revised, although ne test
will be repeated in its entirety. ’
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Commonweaith Senior Secondary Scholarships Examination
(R. Wilkes, E. Watson)

A new system of awards, replacing the old Commonwealth Secondary
Scholarships, was introduced 1in 1972, The number of awards made each
year uas been increased from 10,000 to 25,000 and their value 1s now
partly subject to a means test, but the basis for the awards remains
unaltered, 1e. the CSSE plus school ratings of candidates. The 1n-
creased number of awards 1s reflected in an increase 1n the number of
entries for the 1973 examination: over 115,000 candidates, from the
third Jast year of secondary schooling, presented for the examination
in July.

ACER's support for the admnistrative and data processing aspects
of the program again involved a heavy commiment of work, con-
centrated in the months July to September, but extending over the
greater part of the year Work on the servicing side of CSSE com-
mences 1n December with the determination of printing orders for
matenials used in data processing. April and May are occupied with
the preparation of the Candidates’ Informauon Bulletin and pro-
cessing of school entry lists. During June, attendance rolls are pro-
duced. School ratings of candidates are checked and processed during
July, Alt of these tasks involve close liaison with administrators in
the various states and with the Monash Unir  Computer Centre.
From late July unul September, a special cen. set up, using part-
time staff, to handle the checking of test papers . | the preparation of
essays for marking. Computer files of results are established, checked
and corrected during September and October, prior to the production
of results. Press !ists of award winners' names and other notifications
of results are prepared during November. Summary statistics and otner
data regarding the tests in the CSSE battery are produced during
December and January

Tertiary Education Entrance Project Services
(R. Wilkes)

Since 1968 a number of tests has been produced for the purposes of
expenntental work in the field of selection for tertiary studies. Testing
Services has been involved in admunistrative and data processing
arrangements for several of these studies, including two projects 1n
1973.

The TFEP Policy Commuttee in Victoria arranged to administer the
Austrahan Scholastic Aptitude Test (Series B) and the Australian Test
of Written Expression to all potential 1974 entrants to tertiary institu-
tions The testing program was carried out over two days during July.
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Administrative and data processing systems sinular to those used n
CSSE were adopted for the program. The work has been done under
the direction of the TEEP Policy Committee and has involved co-
operation with the Examinutions Branch of the Victorian Education
Department and the Monash University Computer Centre.

The Board of Secondary School Studies in Queensland administered
the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test to giade 12 students during
July. ACER and the Monash Umiversity Computer Centre were asked,
at short notice, to undertake data processing and related administrative
work. A special system for handling school and candidate identifica-
tion was devised. Results, to the specification of the Board of Second-
ary School Studies, will be produced by mid-November.

Test Norming Project
(R. Wilkes)

Most of the sets of normauve data gathered through the testing pro-
grams of 1970, 1971 and 1972 have been published in test manuals.
Some of these data were re-worked during the year by computer
aaaiysis using the negative hypergeometric distribution as the means
of smoothing test score distributions. In addition to this work, there
was a relatively small-scale norming program in November 1972
This program involved primary reading tests in grades | and 2 n
Qucensland, South Australia and Western Australia.

Test Scoring Services
(R. Wilkes)

Because of a number of factors, including pressure of other work and
uncertainty as to the nature of various facilines for machine scoring
of tests, there has been little progress during the past vear in the area
of test scoring services. A special system based on “he optical scanning
cquipment at Monash University Computer Ceatre continues to be
used for certain Testing Services projects This system is now avail-
able for other ACER projects, and has been used successfully, but as
yet it is not available to outside test users

Miscellaneous Testing
(N McBean, j. Baldwin, G Heath)

As Melbourne test centre for the Educational Testing Service (United
States), the ACER provided supervision for a number of examinations
and continued to act in an advisory capacity for students requiring
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information. A similar but smatler service was supplied for the
Psychological Corporation of New York.

Long-standing servic: arrangements were continued. These include
testing non-matriculants for the University of Melbourne's Schools of
Engincering and Law, testing s.aoiarship applicants for that uni-
versiys restdential colleges, testng scholarship applicants for the
Commercial Travellers Association and providing a test marking ser-
vice for a number of educational institutions.

Educational Advisory Services
(P. Jeffery. J Eppinger)

Requests for assistance in the selection and interpretation of tests at all
levels and 1n all subject areas have continued to increase. Our advice
and gwdance 15 also sought regarding admimstrative and organizational
matters stemnung from the us  of tests, the availability and use of
modern curriculum matersals, and individualization or enrichment and
remedial procedures. "

The greatest single area of increase in demand for assistance has
been from the teachers of junior secondary classes. It would seem that
the effects of primary schoeol practices, such as promotion 1n peer
groups with individual progression within a grade level, are causing
problems for teachers unprepared tor the large variation tn skills and
abtlities of their student intakes. R:grettably there is still a paucity of
material suitable for such aituations and this makes the advisory task
in ths area difficult

An overall system has been designed and partially implemented for
the more effective dissemination of information about materials ac-
quired by the Advisory Services section. Only matenials related to the
accepted espertise and areas of interest of ACER are caered for. but
some extra part-time clerical help was necessary to allow the extension
of the existing test library to encompass some additional riaterials. The
additional part-ime clerical assistant will also be used in ‘he ovperation
of the materials evaluation system being established.

An increasing wmount of staff ime and energy i being levoted to
the evaluation of tests and curricitlum materials Initially the task has
been to structure a system for the continuing analysis of items which
may satisfy perceived needs of teachers. Despite the best intentions
of advisory siaff. however, progress 1n materials evaluation has been
slower than expected, as their time has been taken up with responding
to traditional demands for individual assistance. preparatron of Ad-
visory  Bulleting ete, and conducting group sesstons to disseminate
mtormation

One of a series of gwsdes for use 1n evaluation of matertals has bren
produced in trial format. This guide s for the use of academics under-
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taking review of kit materials. The guide aims to provide a framework
of yuestions which are thought to be generally appropriate to most
kits of teaching materials. Other proformas for earlier and later phases
in the compilation of a comprehensive evaluation of items of teaching
and learning materials are under development.

Addresses given to teachers and others havc provided valuable
feedback regarding field demands on ACER generally and Advisory
Services n particular. Consequently a clearer appreciation of the con-
otraints operating on planned gencralized information publications,
possibly including some utilizing audio-visual media, h>  cen gained.

Of three conferences attended by advisory staff -~ was in Sydney
and the others in Melbourne. An effo~ to overco  the imbalance in
service on a national basis is beine  Je. Port~  display equipment
on which can be arranged semi-permanent < .ays on the nature of
ACER and its activities, and displays or  iticular themes relating
directly to topics being studied by groups of teachers, has been
acquired. This equipment was used at Mirrabooka Teachers Centre
and the SPATE Conference in the first half of 1973. Over 1,000
teachers attended the Mirrabooka Centre during the week the display
was provided and approximately that number of leaflets were taken
from the stand Some 200 copies of the newly produced Educational
Catalogue were collected from the display set up at the SPATE Con-
ference. The displays will be available for interstate use when con-
struction of transit cases is completed.

As mentioned above, a new cdition of the Educational Catalogue was
produccd. Advisory Services Bulletin No. 1. 1973, which provides
general information on ACER was revised and reprinted as were the
‘Graded List of Materials' and ‘ACER Publications’ leaflets. These
publications were distributed to 13,000 exit students of primary and
secondary teachers colleges throughout Australi~ as usual.

Preliminary contacts have been made with some resource Centres,
teachers centres and the hike with a view to enlisting their help in dis-
semination of information about ACER and possible co-operation in
materials evaluation work.

Psychological Services
{D. M Bradshaw. J. C. Jenkinson)

—

The year has been mainly one of routine activity with little time to
spare for innovation. The addition of part-time clerical assistance
chared with educational advisory services has eased some of the
routine clerical work associated with the maintenance of mailing lists
and qualifications files; but enquiries continue to mount. making the
organization of time more difficult.

Mrs Jenkinson has been responsible for the preparation of three
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annotated bibliographies on Articulation tests, Language tests, and
Pre-school tests. The first two have been published, the third is almost
ready for publication and a fourth, dealing with Pre-school tests for
teacher use, is planned. The ACER Bulletin for Psychologists Numbers
18 and 19 have been published, producing the usual requests for
further information or for loan of material. An increase of 250 in the
number printed has been approved to meet increaséd requests to
receive the Bulletin.

Copy has been prepared for a new edition of the Personnel
Catalogue. There has been only one previous edition and, although re-
quests for advice have not increased markedly, there is a steady sale of
tests for selection and training purposes and the original catalogue is
now outdated. It is proposed to produce the new catalogue xeroxed in
loose-leaf form to reduce expenditure and to make alterations and
additions more convenient.

Displays were prepared for the annual conference of the Australian
Psychological Society and for a conference of teachers of the In-
tellectually Handicapped. Appreciation was expressed of both displays
and undoubtedly the presentation of the display for the A.P.S.
Conference will increase the strain on the test library. This has been
very heavy: it is estimated that well over 1,000 loans of psychological
material alone were mads during the year, almost trebling last years
loans, ;

Many informal meetings were held at ACER and elsewhere with a
variety of groups including hospital psychologists, psychiatrists, school
counsellors, psychologists from government departnients and industry
and remedial teachers, involving the preparation of collections of ma-
terials in specific testing and remedial areas. These discussions are
usually fairly lengthy. but appear to be worthwhile and quite frequently
benefit ACER through information we receive in the process.

There has been an increase in the frequency of requests for advice
from state and commonwealth departments who wish to use testing
procedures in staff selection.

Internally, Psychological Services staff have been involved in a con-
sideration of overseas tests to meet demands in areas lacking in locally
constructed tests. The most pressing need appears to be for group
diagnostic tests in basic skills at the lower secondary levels.

The routine functioning of the Psychological Services section limits
any expansion of activities and any plans for additional projects could
be carried out only at the expense of the service already provided. How-
ever, a more organized effort to arrange for test evaluations is hoped
for in the coming year. A certain amount has been done in this
direction, and published in the Bulletin for Psychologists, but a great
deal more is needed.

Two worrying issues have repeatedly cropped up during the year.
One is the infringement of copyright; we have always realized that
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infringements will occur, and that many test users experience frustra-
tion in obtaining overseas material at short notice. However, there are
suggestions that the practice is becoming more blatant and in circum-
“stances where material is readily available. We have inserted a warn-
ing in the current Bulletin for Psychologists, but we are not very
optimistic about its having any deterrent effect. The other difficult
issue is that of maintaining restrictions on certain tests. In particular
‘there is some apparent conflict between ACER standards for release
of tests, aq‘xd advice given by the Victorian Psychological Council to
some of the people it registers who do not meet the membership
standards of the Australian Psychological Society.

Library

(Librarian-in-charge: C. A. Brown)

Research staff have continued to make extensive use of services pro-
vided by the library. A considerable number of requests are received
each week for newly received material itemized in the weekly current
information list, circulated to staff and Council Members. The list
covers books, journals, newsletters, parliamentary debates, press
clippings, press releases and microfiches. In the period September 1972
to August 1973, 10,330 items have been borrowed by staff, in compari-
son with 8,375 items in the same period 1971-72.

Emphasis ¢ ‘ntinues to be placed on information retrieval services to
the staff. Literature searches have been carried out, and enquiries
answered. The future development of the information service given in
the library may be assisted by the avai}ability of machine searching of
the ERIC tapes, held by the Natiogal Libgary. Experience in other
types of library with access to comp ted searching indicates that
the Librarian has more ‘'me to eva material available and select
appropriate references for the enquirer from the computer print out.

Documentation of information in the education field continues to
be an ongoing task. The data base of the Australian Education Index
continues to expand, and it remains the most comprehensive index to
information on Australian education. There continues to be a demand
for the ‘Index’ from subscribers, and it is used daily by the library
staff in answering reference enquiries.

A Bibliography of Australian Education from Colonial Times to
1972 was updated and finalised in March, and published in June 1973.
It has been well received and forms a useful preliminary list on which
to base further work. It is proposed that a revised edition will be pre-
pared to include material up to 1975, and this should be ready for
publication in 1976, A considerable number of entries for the revised
edi‘ion have already been collected.
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There has been a growth in usage by staff of material on micro-
fiche. The portable microfiche reader acquired during the year has
contributed to this, as staff arc now able to read the fiche in their
offices or at home. The conversion of some library material to micro-
form warrants consideration, as this method of storage both saves space
and preserves fragile material, Developments in other libraries have
indicated that microforms are useful in maintaining files of little used
material, and in making copies more readily available to other libraries
for research purposes. The main iutial problems are evaluation and
selection of the type of microform, purchase of readers and reader/
printers, and sclection of material for the microfilming program.

Following the inaugural meeting in Sydney in August 1971, meet-
ings of education librarians were held in Melbourne in September
1972 and in Perth in August 1973. At each meeting, F'brarians from
most states have been present, and links have been estab ished between
libraries to make information and material more easily available for
educational research.

One result of this co-operation is the publication of Serials in
Education: A Union List. The list is compiled from information sent
to ACER by education libraries about their holdings of journals. A
revised edition of the union list is in preparation for sale to libraries
interested in the information it contains.

The ACER library continues to receive visits from librarians from
Victoria and interstate, many of whom express interest in the organisa-
tion and activities of the library. These visits, and participation in
seminars, . conferences and workshops, provide a means for staff to
exchange ideas and keep in touch with developments in the library
field.

T ———

Publishing

{Officer-in-charge toJuly 1973. I Fraser:; from August 1973: D. Maguire)

As in previopis years there has been a plethora of publishing activity
for the small group involved. Mr Fraser was kept extremely busy
right up to the time of his departure in July to pursue his career over-
seas.,

It is almost a decade since Mr Fraser set up ACER's Publishing
Division: in that time he has brought about significant improvements
in the editorial and physical quality of the, wide variety of materials
published by the Council. Under Mr Fraser's care ACER publica-
tions have earned considerable praise for their presentation and ac-
curacy. His concern for quality is reflected in the efficient publishing
procedures and house style which he developed.
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Metnc Conversnon

An important task camed out during the year was to examine the full
range of ACER tests with a view to identifying changes necessitated
by the introduction ‘of metric units of measureinent. Nineteen tests
were converted and published during the year

To keep major users in touch with the release of metricated versions
of our tests we send a complimentary copy of each converted test and
an accompanying leal»t which includes the text of the revised test
questions, together wnth notes concerning consequent changes to score
keys and manuals.

Some tests, Hecause of the type and extent of the changes involved,
do not lend themselves to straightforward conversion to metric units.
Such tests require major changes and consequent school trials and
analysis before they can be published as metricated editions. Work on
these has begun, but meanwhile the non-metric editions of these tests
will be reprinted as required.

Books and Periodicals in Production

At the end of August 1973 we had in production five books, four
. periodicals and a set of learning materials.

The books were:

Hierarchical Structure of Comprehension Skills (vol. 2), M. L. Clark

Teaching Qe/uzwour and Pupil's Number Development, G. J. Allen*

Through a\Rear-Vision Mirror, R. T. Fitzgerald

Directory oNPhilanthropic Trusts, revised edition, Cecily A. Brown

Malvern Proect, B. Hawkins*

The periodicals were:

Bulletin for Psychologists, no. 20

Australian Education Index, vol. 16 no. 3+

Quarterly Review of Australian Education, vol. 6 no. "‘

The learning materials:

In production, as part of the Social Science Curriculum Project, are a

set of learning materials centred on a study of social change as it has

affected the lives of the native people of Bougainville. The Bougain-

ville Case has been designed at ACER largely by B. M. Bullivant for

use at levels ranging from about Grade 9 (Forms 2 or 3) to Grade

11 (Forms 4 or 5). It is the first of a planned series of kits examining

selected principles of society and culture.

* Published in November 1973,
+ Publisheu in September 1973
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Books and Papers
(Completed by August 1973)

The Predictive Validity of the 1966 Commonwealth Secondary.
Scholarships Award N
(ACER Research Series No. 90) by R. E. Wilkesand T. E. Nob\k*\.
The report of a follow-up study of candidates for Common
Secondary Scholarship Awards in South Australia, New South Wales,
and Victoria,
Teachers for Commonwealth Schools by W. D. Neal and W. C. Rad
ford. A report commissioned by, and for the exciusive use of, the De-
partment of Education, Canberra. (The final edition was published by
the Australian Government Printer, using ACER masters for the text.)
English and lts Assessment- by lillian Maling Keepes and Bernard
Rechter. The study that led to this report began in 1969 when ACER
undertook a research project commissioned by the Victorian Univer-
sities and Schools Examinations Board. The two major aims were to in-
vestigate the reliability and consistency of the English Expression
examination marks, and to appraise the validity of an English Ex-
pression examination as a compulsory requirement.

Hierarchical Structure of Comprehension Skills (vol. 1) (ACER re-
search Series no. 91) by Milton L. Clark. The author reviews the
evidence for hierarchical cognitive structure of reading and listening
comprehension in terms of a number of different models.

Science Achievement in Australian Secondary Schools (ACER Re-
search Series no. 92) by Malcolm J. Rosier. The main purpose of the
report is to provide the Australian schools that participated in the IEA
Science project with some of their school results, and to show the
contribution of the schools to overall state patterns of science achieve-
ment.

Bibliography of Australian Education compiled by Cecily Brown. This
is the first comprehenstve list of books on Australian education pub-
lished. Entries are included for works published up to and including
1972. Major sections of the bibliography deal with nineteenth century
education, educational theory, educational practice, the process of
education, students, and schools.

From Testing to Teaching in the Humanities by Avdrcy Grant and
Graeme Withers. The two authors discuss ideas and resources for use
at the upper secondary school level drawn from the Humanities paper
of the Commonwealth Secondary Scholarships Examination 1971. The
actual 1971 Humanities paper has been reprinted.

Cuareer and Salary Structures of Teachers in Government Schools in
the Australian States and New Zealand. Revised edition May 1973,
The statements in the original July 1972 edition have been revised., It
is believed that the information is complete and accurate for the Aus-
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tralian states as at 20 March 1973, and tor New Zealand as at the end
of March 1973,

Books for the Retarded Reader by J. A. Hart and J. A. Richardson.
Fifth edition prepared and revised by J. A. Hart. This edition follows
closely the original work, adopting the format and detailed presenta-
tion which were devised by the co-authors.

Report on Victorian Priinary Schools Testing Programs 1969-1970.
Prepared by W. T. Renchan and R. E. Wilkes. The 1969 and 1970
programs broke new ground, in that tests were developed for measur-
ing comprehension of textual material and understanding of words in
social studies. However, the 1970 program was also used to re-examine
standards in listening comprehension.

Ma;or Tests

The Publlshmg staff has been responsnble also for major pubhshmg
activities in tests. Amongst the substantial printings done (involving
alt normal publishing steps) were those of, the Progressive Achieve-
ment Tests, the ACER Biology Diagnostic and Achievement Tests, the
Australian Tests of Scholastic Aptitude and Written Expression, the
CSSE Tests, the Co-operative Scholarship Testing Program, the grade
4 Test of Learning Ability, the ACER Primary Reading Survey Tests,
the ACER Word Identification Test and the Kindergarten Behavioural
Index. Associated with most of these were Answer Keys, Instructions
for Administration, and Manuals or Teacher Leaflets. In addition a
Technical Supplement and Score Keys were published for the AM
Tests; and a Teachers Handbook, Technical Supplement, and Norms
Supp'ement for the Primary Evaluation Program.

Penodlcals

Quarterly Rewew of Australlan Educauon The numbers pubhshed
since the last annual report are: ‘Emerging Issues in the Seventies’,
(vol. 5 no. 3) by R. T. Fitzgerald; ‘Teaching to Listen’ (vol. 5 no. 4)
by Milton L. Clark and Steven G. Meredith; ‘Whither the Australian
Agricultural Colleges?” (vol. 6 no. 1) by Alan W. Black and ‘Socializa-
tion in Australian Schools’ (vol. 6 no. 2) by P. W. Musgrave.

Bulletin for Psychologists Numbers 17, 18 and 19 were produced and
distributed.

Australian Education Index The four bi-monthly numbers and the
annual cumulation were published as planned.

ACER Newsletter Numbers 14, 15, 16 and 17* were published, fea-
turing articles on such topics as; CSSE Research Studies, Language

* Number 18 appeared in November 1973.
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and Coriceptual Abilities of Pre-school Children, Australian Test for
Admission to Advanced Music Studies and the Australian Education
Index. A personal view of his revisit to Australia was given by W. D.
Neal in his. article ‘Australia Revisited—Sume Impressions’. A supple-
ment was included in issue No. 17 summarizing the ACER Program
for 1973-74-75.

IEA (Australla) Newsletter No. 2: included in this issue was the
announcement Qf some international results from IEA studies.

\

Reprints

Listening Aids Through the Grades, by D. H. and E. F. Russell.
Some Cognitive Skills in Aboriginal Children in Victorian Schools
(Progress Report 2), by D. W. Bruce, M. Hengeveld, W. C. Radford.

Catalogﬁes

ACER Educational Catalogue The catalogue provides detailed entries
for the items carried in stock at ACER to meet the requirements of
teachers in government departments and institutions, universities,
schools, and psychologists.

Books available from ACER This catalogue covers books in ACER’s
range of publications. It is published mainly for the use of booksellers.
Price List for Psychological Catalogue Items

Staff

During my absence from the end of April to mid-September, mainly on
Long Service Leave, Dr Clark acted as Director. It was a period of
importance to the ACER for financial and other reasouns. I am grate-
ful to him for the thoroughness and care with which he handled a
number of difficult issues during that time; as well as to the staff as a
whole for maintaining the level of productive activity of which the
previous pages of this report give detail.

During the year there have been general increases in wages and
salaries throughout all levels of Australian society, and the ACER’s
staff have participated in these. Early in the year we found it necessary
to reconsider the basis on which we paid our clerical and technical
staff; after examination of a number of possibilities we decided to use
appropriate levels of the Commonwealth Public Service scales, and to
adjust ACER payments accordingly. The ‘Campbell Report’ on aca-
demic salaries has also led to considerable upward readjustment of
salar; « for research and other professional staff. The Executive of the
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Council after considering both our previous structure and the recom-
mendations of the Campbell Report approved a_small reduction in the
number of categories of research staff, classifications which did away
with werlapping salary scales. The opportunity was also taken to
place library staff on an appropriate scale.

Appomtments and Resignntions

%ere has been considerable movement in the clerical staﬁ but
less since we made the adjustment referred to above. There has also
been relatively small outward movement of professional staff. A num-
ber of short-term appointments have, however, ended and others have
been made for particular projects.

As foreshadowed in the 1971-72 report Mr P. Jeffery joined the

staff late in 1972 as Senior Educational Advisory Officer. Miss R.
Combes joined us for a brief period on a part-time basis to help de-
velop materials of potential value in pre-school child development.
Miss F. Headlam and Mr A. Wright joined the General Research
staff to assist in the poverty enquiry, Mr D. W. Pettit to assist in the
study of school and conununity, and Mr C. Slee to assist in the analysis
of school and home environment. Mrs H. McGeorge left our General
Research staff. Her work was taken up by Mrs E. S. Sidell.

Mr C. B. Kings, Mrs D. Koch, Mrs M. Batten and Mrs H. A. 1.
Rowe joined the staff of Test Development, the latter on permanent
appointment to deal principally with work of a psychological nature.
Mr D. Arney resigned from Test Development during the year. Mrs
C. Ryan left the staff of Testing Services and Mr G. K. Heath joined
it to assist with the service progfams that the Council operates.

Mrs M. Ayres replaced Miss J. Walker to work on the Social
Studies Kit, when the latter returned to teaching.

Mr D. Maguire and Miss L. Bauchmann took over publishing duties
from Mr I. Fraser and Mrs P. Jones following the resignations of these
officers. Mr Fraser returned to the United Kingdom and I am pleased
to know that he has taken up a post m the special projects division of
a major British publisher.

In the Library Mrs J. Browning and Mrs D. Whithear have filled the
places left by the resignations of Miss Hirrigan and Mrs Stevenson.

Mr and Mrs R. McDowell who had been assisting me in the survey
of research in Australia and in the survey of teachers for Common-
wealth schools, finished their one-year appomtm°nts in December last.
Mr McDowell has recently advised us that he is to take up an ap-
pointment with NFER.
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“\. Travel

Visiting Staff

Mr T. S. Duff completed an eight months stay with us last April, while
on sabbatical leave from the University of Auckland. He participated
fully in the study of listening skills that Dr Clark 1s directing. We
benefited from his presence, and believe that he found his time with
us of considerable value.

Secondmenis /

it —_— -

Through the generosity of the Western Australian and Victorian
Education Departments, we have had the services during 1973 of four
seconded teachers. Mr R, Hanna completed his twelve months practical
experience as an artist with ACER prior to commencing his period of
formal professional training at the Victorian Technical Teachers
College. The Victorian Education Department arranged for Mr G. A.
Coleman to join ACER for the same purpose. Both have worked
principally with Publishing. Miss J. O'Shea from Victoria has been
helping in our test development work and Mrs 1. Alfred, also from
Victeria, with the appraisal of tests and other material used in teaching
English to migrants whose command of English is not good. Mr J.
Thomson from Western Australia came to us with a background in
research and experiment and has already been deeply involved in a
number of psychometric and tes studies. '

For the item banking project (see p. 25) secondments were made
by South Australia (Mr J. Gaffney and Mr J. Wilmhurst) and Queens-
land (Mr G. Greddin). Their help in editing items and in developing
new ones is proving very valuable. '

During the year, apart from the Director’s visits to a number of edu-
cational institutions in the UK, Europe, Canada and USA, while on
long service leave, Mr Fitzgerald was the only member of staff to spend
a substantial period overseas, his trip including visits to educational
institutions. The theme of Mr Fitzgerald's tour of study was examining
new approaches to the education of older adolescents in Europe, North
America and New Zealand. He visited a number of centres including
the International Bureau of FJucation at Geneva, UNESCO and
OECD in Paris, and Teachers College, Columbia University in New
York. Visits to new types of tertiary institution as well as to schools
and universities provided much useful data.

Other international travel this year has been limited to:
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{a) New Zealand, where Mr Wiikes in February-March 1973 con-
ducted a workshop and seminars on examining in accountancy, in
conjunction with the NZCER: Mr Rechter, in April 1973, addressed
a subcommittee of the New Zealand Education Development Con-
ference, and with Mr Renehan and Mr P, Thomson carried out trials
of senior scholarship aptitude tests:

(b) Stockholm, in May 1973, where Dr Keeves participated in the
release of press reports on the IEA project and spoke on the Austrahan
data.

Several members of siaff attended conferences in exch state, and at
one time or other during the year we have been represented in all
capital cities whea staff have undertaken duties related to their various
projects. In this way the ACER has continued to maintain valuable
contact with key personnel in many other places involved in the dif-
ferent areas of research and developmert of gparticular concern to us.

’

Lecturing App~intments and other Professional Tasks

Sentor staff continue to be called on }9 give lectures and to undertake
s~ rarnar leadership at Victornian universities as well as to be examuners
for public examinations. In 1973 Dr Clark has been lectuning 1n
Educationa! Psychology to D1y Ed. students at Monash University. Dr
Keeves has been lecturer in charge of an M.Cd unit at the Uriversity
of Melbourae on Educationa' Envitonment and Student Achicvement.
Dr de Leme. has again giveu a course aiso to M.Ed. students at Mel-
bourne or Cognitive L._velopment: Piaget's Major Contributions. M.
Rosier his continued his assignment at La Trobe School of Education
lecturing on Introductory Statistics for educaton 211! the interpieta-
tion and design of experiments in educatior . Mr Rechter has run the
half year course in Measurement in Education at Melbourne for B.Ed.
students, and ai.c lectured in Principles of Teaching at Monash Uni-
versity. Mr Rechter has also been an examiner in Chemistry for the
Higher School Certificate in Victoria, and Mr Wilkes for Economics at
the same level. Both Mr Rechter and Mr Wilkes are members of com-
mittees helping the Viciorian Universities and Schools Examinations

, Board. »

1 am pleased to report al-2 that Mr Rechter has been appointed to
the Council of Monast. University, Mr Fitzgerald to the Academic
Doard of the Victorian State College and Dr Keeves to the reconsti-
tuted Council of the Institute for Early Childhood Development of
the State College of Victoria (formerly the Melbourne Kindergarten
Teachers College).
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Appointment to the Australian Government Commission on
Poverty

Early in 1973 Mr Fuzgerald was invited by the Australian Minister
for Soctal Security to jomn the Australian Government's Comntission on
Poverty, to a .l to 1ts enquiries an element concerned with the effect
of poverty on education. After discussion of Mr Fitzgerald's com-
mitments to t' v ACER program [ decided that the kind of enquiry
envisaged was in hne with his work at ACER, and advised the Minis-
ter that under these circumstances 1 was sure ACER could contribute
to the enquiry. Mr FitzgerAld has therefore jorned the Commission of
enquiry, and a special grant for 2 years has been provided to ACER to
esvpand 1ty enquiries into aspects of continuing (or recurrent) educa-
tion and alternatives in upper secondary education, m so far as these
affcct adolescents from poor famulies.

Proicssional Afliliations

Muny ot the staft play active roles ir professional associations of one
kind or another. The contacts made prove very valuable, particularly
in heepng us informed of frontier thinking and activity. Dr Clark’s
membership of the Council of APS, Mr Rosier’s tenure of the secre-
taryship of the Austrabian Science Teachers ssociation and Mr Fitz-
geralds recent mvolyemen. in the establishment of an Australian
Comparative Education Society are current examples of the nature of
our contacts.

Director's Activities

As foreshadowed 1in the fast report. I resigned at the end of 1972 fron
both the “Victorian Regional Comnuttee of the Winston Churchill
Memorial Trust and from the Australian Broadcasting Control Board.
My term of office on the Council of the Australian College of Educa-
tion also ended with the Annual Meeting of 1973, Late 1n 1972 1 also
ended my association with the research und investigation subcommittee
of the Austrahian Commission on Ads anced Fducation, and in Febru-
ary last my assoctation with the Victorian Comsultative Council on
Pre-School Child Development, | oespect to be more heavily in-
volved m 1974 in the AARE, however It 1 expecied that the 1974
Annual Conference will ¢ ¢ in Melbourne in November of 1974,

Higher Degree Work

A number of staff have undertaken higher degree work this year
5‘3
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Mr Fitzgerald has presented his thesis for a Ph.D. at La Trobe Uni-
versity;* Mr Rosier and Mr Rechter have commenced Ph.D. pro-
grams at La Trobe Unmnversity; Mr Foyster 1s working towards an
M.Sc./Ph.D. in general relativity at University of Melbourne: Mr Bell,
Mr Kings and Mr P. Thomson are working towards M.Ed. by thesis at
La Trobe Umversity, Mr Lumbers in a similar way at Monash; and
Mr Ross, Mrs Segall and Mr Wilkes have been working on M.Ed.
(thests) at University of Melbourne. Mr J. Thomson completed work
begun before his secondment to ACER this year and presented an
M.Ed. thesis to the University of Western Australia.

Finances and Administration
(Senior Executive Officer: J. M. Drummond)

BUILDINGS AND ACCOMMODATION
(Administrative Officer C. Noble)

In addition to the accommodation in the main Frederick Street
premuses, staff are housed above the ‘Walker's Store’ arca at 672
Glenterrie Road and in the cottage, No. 20 Wakefield Strect. Re-
cruitment of additonal staff, mainly for certain grant-aided projects,
has strained the available accommodation.

It 1s highly desirable that the Council should expand its quarters
on the who'e of the Frederick Street site and bring all units back under
the one roof. With long term needs in mind, title for the whole of the
Fredenck Street-Wakefield Street area has been consohidated and plans
for extension of the existing headquarters have been prepared by our
architects and subnutted to the Board of Works for approval. These
plans provide for an extension of the Frederick Street offices over the
exwting car park: this will necessitate the demolition of No. 20
Wakefield Strect. The proposed extension would be mamly on one
level but the plans provide fr two floors on the area nearest to the
existing offices. It seemed doubtful whether car parking accommoda-
tion would be adequate to meet the requirements of the Hawthorn
City Council and an opportumity was taken to purchase the cottage,
No. 3 Frederick Street, before auction. The land would provide,
comunction with the parhing spaces under the proposed Wakefield
extension, sufficient places to meet the City Council's regulations if
the extension 1s proceeded with

These plans, as well as alternative ways of meeting ACER's ac-
commodation nceds, have been discussed with the Australian Depart-

*In November 1973 Mr Fitzgerald was advised that ne had been
awarded the PhD for his thesis: “ Facors in Change and Bducation  a
Perwpective on the Sevenues from the Foities”

53

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



E

O

ment of Education, Canberra, in the hope that capital grants for
building might be made to the ACER in addition to the existing
annual grants for some of our recurrent expenditures. In the short term
the Council seems committed to renting accommodation to meet its
needs.

TRADING

The Distribution Services Division* is responsible for all the functions
involved in our trading operations including inventory control, pro-
curement of stock, invoicing and despatch of sales orders. In addition
1t provides a service to other sections within ACER by distributing
such items as subscription journals, testing program materials and
test library loans.

Trading activity has continued to expand. Excluding royaltics and
subscriptions to journals the gross sales income was $605,693. The nett
sales figure of $600,340 compares with $501,578 in 1971-72, There
has now been nearly 100 per cent growth in the five year period
since 1967-68 when $310,000 was received.

The major increase in sales has been in the test area. Before credits,
we received $356,008 from the sale of tests (compared to $284,256 in
1971-72), $186,557 from educational materials ($171,964 1n 1971-
72), $32,457 ($22,433 in 1971-72) from books and $30,671 ($29,265
in 1971-72) from ‘Special’ import and printings of items not cata-
logued or normally held in stock.

We now catalogue and hold stocks of some 259 tests and teaching
aids (1,100 separate components) and 200 book titles. In last year's
report it was reported that a limited number of items provided a rela-
tively high percentage of our income, and this position is basically
unchanged. Twels  items each ‘vith sales in excess of $10,000 pro-
duced sales of $257,000 representing 42 per cent of the total. An ad-
ditional seventy-three items with sales between $1,000 and $10,000
produced a total of $222,000 and 37 per cent of the total. The re-
maining three hundred and sixty-five items cumulated sales of
$127,000 or 21 per cent.

The ten most profitable items were, in rank order: the ACER AM
Mathematics Tests. ACER Biology Tests (rev. Form 5), Standard Pro-
gressive Matrices, Test of Learning Ability, Wechsler Adult Intelli-
gence Scale, ACER Biology Tests (Series M), Wechsler Intelligence
Scale for Children, ACER Intermediate Test D, IHllinoic Test of Psy-
cholinguistic Ability, and the ACER Primary Reading Survey Tests
Form R. Seven of these items appeared in the first ten last year, The
three new items included in this group this year are the ACER AM
Mathematics Tests, ACER Biology Tests (rev. Form 5), and ACER

*E. Mcllroy is Officer 1n Charge of the Division reporting directly to
the Senior Executive Officer.
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Primary Reading “urvey Tests Form R. Each of these series was
published during 1972-73 and their combined income makes up a
large part of the total increase in sales in i1971-72 from the test arca.

Income from all items of educational materials continued at a high
level. Four hundred WARDS Kkits were supplied to the NSW Educa-
tion Department, and in accordance with the original publishing
agreement 200 kits ordered by the Western Australian Zducation
Department were supplied at cost price. Bulk orders from the Queens-
land Education Department for the four levels of Peabody Language
Development Kits were a significant factor in the high level of sales of
these kits. The introduction of Dr Stott's Flying Start—Learning to
Learn Kit to our stock range was well received with initial sales of
200 kits.

Included in the amount of $32,457 from the sale of books is an
amount of $12,400 credited to the Publications Fund as income derived
from the sales of research series and occasional papers. Only five books
produced an income exceeding $1,000 in the year, viz Books for the
Retarded Reader, Listening Aids Through the Grades, Reading Aids
Through the Grades, Planning in Australian Education and From
Testing to Teaching in the Humanities. Special printings for the
Queensland, South Australian and Western Australian Education De-
partments of the 5th Edition of Books for the Retarded Reader re-
sulted in a return of $6,000 from this title.

In September 1970 our previous free freight policy was amended
by the introduction of a surcharge of 2 per cent of invoice value
necessitated by increased postal and other freight charges. With a
continuation of this trend the surcharge was increased to 5 per cent
from September 1972. Effectively, we have maintained a policy of
equal prices for supply to anywhere within Australia.

Pricing policy was subject to a major revision during the year
There are three basic sources of supply of our stock range: items
published by ACER and printed in Australia, items imported from
overseas and items purchased from Australian publishers or from the
Australian agent of the overscas publisher. For ACER published items
prices are based on the Austrahian cost of production, for imported
items prices are based on the landed cost and in the third category the
retail price is established by the Australian publisher/agent.

The prices of ACER published items had been maintained con-
stant over a period of increased printing and wage costs and required
amendment to re-establish previous cost/selling price ratios. Excluding
recently published items prices were increased by 10 to 20 per cent.
With the change of the convetsion rate of the Australian dollar to
overseas currency, resulting from both Australian ievaluation in
January 1973 and USA devaluation in February 1973, there was a
reduction in landed cost of imported items. Prices were recalculated

55




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

to pass on the complete cost reduction, and after adjustment for vari-
able trade terms the reductions were in the range 10 to 20 per cent.

New price lists incorporating these revisions and effective from May
1973 were printed and distributed.

FINANCE

(Accountant: P, M. Staurenghi)

General Grants

Last year's report indicated that the general government grants had been
increased from the previous level of $100,000 per annum to $140,000
and that the question of a regular review of the amouun of general grants
would be raised in 1973, Representations were accordingly made for a
substantial increase in the grants for the financial years 1973-74 on-
wards. The request recewved favourable consideration at the Annual
Meeting of the Australian Education Council and it was further dis-
cussed by the Ministers of Education on 15 June. As a result a recom-
mendation was made to the respective Treasuries that the grant be
increased to $267,000 in 1973-74 We have been advised that all
Australian governments have agreed to the increase and included the
revised amount in their bdgets for 1973-74.

Special Grants and Contracts

During the financial year grants and contracts for special studies
totalled $96,325, The principal purposes served were:

e sunvey on teachers for Commonwealth schools

rescarch into Commonwea'th Secondary Scholarships

development of science tests for secondary schools

studying the achievement of Aborniginal children 1n Victorian schools
studying the achievement of migrant children in Victorian primary
schools

aspects of ability 1n reading and listening

cogmitive and language development of pre-school children

tollow-up of Population 11 students tested in the TEA study in 1970
development of a tertiary admission music test

aspeets of oral and wnitten language 1n primary schools

traiming of educational researchers

social scrence curnculum evaluation

a sociological study of school and commumty

IEA—transitton from school to teruary study

research and development of scholastic aptitude tests for tertisry
students

wn
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e further study of influence on achievement of home environment
and school variables.
v

Service Contracts

Test development and services (including the processing of test re-
sults) continued for contracts related to the Commonwealth Senior
S:zcondary Scholarship Examinations, the Victorian Primary Schod’
Testing Program, the New South Wales Primary Evaluation Program,
the Co-operative Scholarship Testing Program, and Science Tests
funded by the Victorian Education Department. {nese, together with
a number of smaller testing services, provided an income of $436,867.

Trading

Trading tncome has been referred to elsewhere in this report. It is of
interest, however, that $230,108 was obtained from the sale of ACER
publications compared with $370,232 from other publishers’ books,
tests and materials for which we have agencies. ACER books, aids
and material provided an income of $67,642 and tests accounted for
the remaining $162,466 income from our own publications. On the
other hand, overseas books, aids and miaterials grossed $163,805 and
tests $200.427. The cverseas items have enabled us to provide a useful
service to teachers, coraplementing our own publications.

After allowing for all expenses (including meeting the full costs of
Advisory Secrvices) a surpius of $140,838 was recorded from trading.
This enables us to provide other services, and to undertake rore
rescarch and development than can be paid for from our annual
grants.

General

The total income from ail sources in 1972-73 was $1,322,761. After
meeting all expenses, including some $100,000 in increased salary
payments as a consequence of National Wage determinations and im-
plementation of the recommendations of the Campbell Report, there
was a surplus of $12,401 for the year instead of the anticipated de-
ficit. This can be attributed to a late surge in trading income and the
deferral of statf appointments planned in some areas. It is of consider-
able import that whereas for 1973-74 we anticipate income in excess
of $1.500,000 this is offset by the fact that to maintain staff at our cur-
rent streagth salaries alone will absorb over $200,000 more than in
1972-73. Since other costs have risen we face a deficit for 1973-74. The
alternative of reducing the scale of our activities is an unhappy thought
in the light of the contributions referred to in this report.
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ACER Staﬂ

DIRECTOR
W. C. Radford, M.B.E., M.A,, M.Ed,, Ph.D,, LL.D(Hon), F.A.C.E.

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

Measurement, Advisory and Publishing
M. L. Clark, B.A., B.Ed.(Hons), Ph.D., M.A.Ps.S., M.A.CE,,
AAILM.

Research and Curriculum
J. P. Keeves, B.Sc., Dip.Ed., M.Ed,, Ph.D,, fiL.dr. (Stockhoim),
M.A.CE.

SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER
J.M. Drummond, F.C.A.

GENERAL RESEARCH

(Mrs) M. M. de Lemos, M.Sc., Ph.D.

R. T. Fitzgerald, M.A,, Dip.Ed., M.A.C.E.*

M. J. Rosier, B.Sc., M.Ed.

(Mrs) 1. Alfred, T.P.T.C. (seconded from Vic. Ed. Dept.) (from
19.2.73)

P. Di Leo, B.A.

(Miss) F. Head!am, B.A., Dip.Lib. (from 25.6.73)

(Miss) B. Johnson, B.A., Dip.Ed.

(Mrs) L. P, Larsen, B.A,, T.P.T.C., T.I.T.C. (part-time)

(Mrs) J. K. Matthews, B.A., Dip.Ed.

S. G. Meredith, B.A. (Hons)

D. W. Pettit, M.A.(Oxon), Dip.Ed.(London) (from 11.5.73)

K. N. Ross, B.Sc., B.Ed.

(Mrs) P. F. Segall, B.A., Dip.Ed.

(Mrs) E. S. Sidell, B.S.(Mass.) (part-time)

C. Slee, B.A. (Hons), Dip.Com.Sc. (from 15.1.73)

J. Thomson, B.Sc., B.Ed. (seconded from W. Aust. Ed. Dept.) (from
16.6.73)

(Mrs) W, Williams, B.A. (part-time)

A.-Wright, B.A,, Dip.Fd., L.Th., M.A.C.E. (from 25.6.73)

MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT

(Mrs) J. Tyler, B.Sc.
(Mrs) M. Ayres, B.A., Dip.Ed,, STD:p (part-time) (from 3.1.73)

. Ph D (La Trobe) awarded Nov 1973,
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TEST DEVELOPMENT

B. Rechter, M.Sc., B.Ed.,, M.A.C.E.

(Miss) J. Baldwin

R. Bell, B.A. (Hons), M.A.Ps.S.

J. M. Foyster, B.Sc.(Hons), T.S.T.C.

(Miss) A. Grant, B.A., Dip.Ed.

(Mrs) B. Hay, B.A.(Hons) (part-time)

{Miss) D. M. Johnston, B.A., Dip.Ed. i

C. B. Kings, B Sc.(Hons)(London), Cert.Ed.(Leeds), Dip Sc. Hy-
giene(Hons), A.K.C., Dip.Phys.Ed., M.LBiol,, B.Ed.(Q’ld) (from
10.4.73)

(Mrs) J. Knight, B.A,, Dip.Ed.

{Mrs) D. Koch, B.A., Bip.Ed. (from 23.7.73)

J. Lumbers, B.Sc., Dip.Ed., Dip.T.

(Miss) J. O'Shea, B.Sc., Dip.Ed. (seconded from Vic.Ed.Dept.) (trom
13.2.73)

K. Piper, B.A.(Hons), Dip.Ed.

(Mrs) H. A. J. Rowe, B.A.(Hons) (from 6.8.73)

P. Thomson, B.Sc.

G. P. Withers, B.A., A.C.C.T.

TESTING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

W. T. Renehan, B.A., B.Ed., M.A.Ps.S.
G. K. Heath, B.A.(Hons) (from 12.2.,3)
(Mrs) N. McBean, B.A,, Dip.Ed.

(Miss) E.Watson, B.A.

R. E Wilkes, B.Com., B.Ed.

(Miss) J. E. Prior

(Mrs) 1. Tyson

ADVISORY SERVICES—EDUCATION

P. Jeffery, B.A., T.P.T.C, M.A.C.E. (from 4.12.72)
(Mrs) J. Eppinger, T.P.T.C.
{Mrs) P. Burns (part-time)

ADVISORY SERVICES—PSYCHOLOGICAL

(Mrs) D. M. Bradshaw, B.A., Dip.Ed., M.A.Ps S.
(Mrs) J. C. Jenkinson, B.A , M.A.Ps.S. (part-time)

LIBRARY

(Mrs) C. A Brown, B.A..Dip.Lib. A.LL.AA.
(Mrs) B. Barclay (from 22.8.73)
{Mrs) J. Browning, A.L.A.A. (from 2.4.73)
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(Mrs) M. Findlay, AL.AA.
(Mrs) E. V. Schultz, AL AA.
(Mrs) D. Whithear, B.A., Dip.Lib. (from 7.5.73)

PUBLISHING

D. Maguire, H.N.C. (from 6.8.73)

(Miss) L. Bauchmann, B.Sc. (from 12.2.73)

G. A. Coleman, Dip.A.D. (seconded from Vic. Ed. Dept.) (from
8.1.73)

(Mrs) M. A. Taylor (from 2.8.73)

ACCOUNTANCY

(Miss) P. Staurenghi, B..A., B.Com.
(Mrs) P. L. Arnold (part-time)
(Mrs) M. Crisp

(Mrs) T. Wilson (part-time)

ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
C. R. Noble

SALES AND DISTRIBUTION

E. P. Mcllroy

(Mrs) M. E. Clarke

S. Dymond (from 6.8.73)
(Mrs) M. Engellener (part-time)
B. Fulton

P. Gale (from 7.5.72)
(Mrs) J. Harding

(Mrs) L. Miller

(Mrs) J. Russell

J. Wilson

M. Wirth

SECRETARY TO DIRECTOR
(Miss) K. A. Saunders

SECRETARIES TO ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

(Mrs) M. Balloch
(Mrs) G. Dobell

OFFICE
(Mrs) J. D. Turnbull
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{Miss) J. Abbott (from 11.12.72)

(Mrs) Y. Allen (part-time)

(Mrs) B. Anderson (from 2.4.73)

(Mrs) O. Cowan (part-time) —Test Development
{Miss) R. Dods—Testing Programs and Services
(Mrs) C. Domini—Test Development

(Mrs) L. Fordham (part-time) (from 19.3.73)
(Mrs) K. Goodluck

{Miss) C. Graafmans (from 20.8.73)

{Mrs) E. Krizos—Advisory Services, Education
{Mrs) 1. Lyons—Test Development

. {Mrs) M. MacKinnon (from 5.2.73)

(Mrs) M. Moyle (part-time) —Advisory Services Psychological (from
. 28.3.73)

(Mrs) D. Parry

{Mrs) H. Smith (from 5.2.73)

(Mrs) A. Stevenson (part-time) (from 7.2.73)
(Mrs) M. D. Webb (part-time) (from 27.10.72)
(Mrs) 1. Wiseman (part-time )—Test Development

CLERICAL ASSISTANTS

(Mrs) C. Bayley

(Mrs) S. Haynes (part-time) (from 13.6.73)
(Mrs) P. Lansdell—Test Development
{Mrs) M. Peel (part-time) (from 3.1.73)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS

{Mrs) E. D. Cooper (part-time) (from 7.2.73)
{(Mrs) M. Corfe

HOSTESS
(Mrs) M. Palmer

BUILDING OFFICER
G. Johnson
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Contributors to Council Funds

The Council acknowledges, with thanks, the following contributions
received during the financial year ending 30th June, 1973;

Australian Governments:

Australia

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland

South Australia
Western Australia

Tasmania
y

Special Grants for Research Projects

Australian Advisory Committee for Research and
Development

National Council for the Social Sciences (through
Australian Government)

Ministry for Aboriginal Affairs—Victoria
Department of Immigration—Australia
Department of Education—Australia

$70,000
26,692
19,320
10,273
6,257
5,040
2,428

$140,010

General Grants for Research

$38,268

5,000
11,000
4,318
5,800
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Nature and Function

The state Institutes are autonomous bodies, cach nominating one
representative to the governing body of the Australian Counci' for
Educational Research, and co-operating closely with it when occasion
requires. In 1956, at a meeting held in Melbourne, these representatives
formulated the following statement of the nature and functions of an
Institute. In general, as the reports printed later will show, they carry
out the functions in different ways and with different emphases.

“The object of the Institute is to act as a learned body devoted to
the promotion of study and research in education, emphasizing the
scientific study of educational problems, by means of the following
activities:

A. Disseminating
(i) research, either
(a) the results of specific pieces of research done by mem-
bers; or
(b) reports on the collection of research information;
(ii) opinion and accounts of practice in education.
B. Participatifig in
(i) the discusston, planning and criticism of research projects,
(i1) the active carrying out of research projects.
C. Establishing areas of contact with other educational groups.’

Membership on Council of ACER

The term of office of an Institute representative on the Council of the
ACER s four years, and the dates of appointment are arranged to
provie a continuity of membership of the Council.,

NEW SOUTH WALES
Office Bearers

Patrons: Professor C. R. McRae; Dr G. E. Phillips*
President: Dr R. Rawlinson
Vice-Presidents: Professor J. Keats, Mr D. Trathen, Miss J. Fry
Hon. Secretary: Mr C. von Sturmer
Hon. Treasurer: Mr L. Whiteman
Assistant Secretary: Mr J. Sheppard
Librarian/ Research Officer: Mr D. Thew
Assistant Editor, Australian Journal of Education: Dr R. Rawlinson
Delegate to ACER: Professor J. Keats
* Dr G. E. Phillips died during 1973
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Alternattve Delegate: Associate Professor R Debus

Addinonal Comnutiee Members Mr 1. C. Nield, Associate Profewor
R. Debus, Professor D. Spearnitt, Mrs D Thew, Mr J. Shellard (as
Builetin Editor), Mr G D. Hermann

Co-opted Member- Mr C Field

Meetings

November 1972 Unnversity of Sydney (Departmient of Education).
rocount of Some Aspects of The Sydney Adolescent Study’.
aber 1972 Panel Discussion: “The Development and Education
ot Adc.2scents’
April 1973 Mr D Swan: ‘Future Directions in Primary Education and
Implications for Educational Research’.
May 973 Dr J. Keeves: “Educational Frvironment and School
Achievement’
May 1973 Professor Margaret Mead Untitled addicss on educational
and socrologicl matters of interest.
June 1973 (With Macquarie University) Professor J L < flad "The
Teacher 1in Curriculum Change'.
July 1973, (With Macquarie University) P sessor I Wrigh Far-
Reaching Curriculvm Innovation in The Schonls Council”.
September 1973 Associate Professor I Goodnow. Childrens . phic
Behaviour: Writing, Copying, Drawing, Mupping'.
October 1973, Professor Wilbur H  Dutton:  Analysis of Teacher

~

Effectiveness in Relation to Behavioura! Sojectivey’

Membership
This totals 135

Newcastle Branch

Oftice Bearers (from 31.7.73)

President. Mr] Bennett

Vice-Presidents. Associate Protessor J. W Staines, Mr G H. Duncan,
Mr . Crago

Secrerary Mr R, R, Milne

Treasurer. Mr L. B nnington

[ ihrarian Research Offcer Mr R R Milne

Commutiee Members Mr G, C. Elhott, Mr R Rowe, Mr M, Koder,
Mr J. Miles

Meetings
October 1972, Mrs Muarlene Sheppird. Early Diagnosis of Reading
Potential™
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Noveniber 1972 Professor G V. Evany *Memory and Other Factors in
Children’s Problem Solving”

March 1973, Assoctate Professor M. Dunkin. ‘A Review of Research
on Teacher Effectiveness”.

Apnl 1973, Mr R Martin and Mr H. Nossiter. ‘Practice Teaching and
1ts Contribution to the Development of Effectiv: Teachers”,

Muay 1973, Assotuate Professor C ‘Turney and Mr L. Cairns: “Teach-
ing the Leaching Shills”,

June 1973, Panel of speakers® Mr F. Atchison. ‘An Overview of
Teacher Effectiveness”, Mr J Foster "Some Thoughts on Teacher
Effectiveness as it Relates to the Assessment of and Report on Staff
Members by Administrators’  Professor L. N. Short. “Towards A
Definmtion of Teaching'.

July 1973 Associate Professor J W. Starnes  Presidenuiai Address. “An
Educational Opportunity. The Transmission Gap Between Research
and its Application’,

Membership
This totals 34,

VICTORIA
Office Bearers

Prestdent Drl. W Shears

Vice-Presidents Mr (G D, Bradshaw and Dr G J. Allen

Hon Secrerary Mr A, J. P Nattrass

Hon Assstant Secretary, Mr K Hall

Hon Treasurer Mr F Hindley

Lyecutive Members Mr G. ] Whitehead, Professor R Selleck, Miss
J. Russedl, Miss I Palmer, Dr R G Rowlands, Mr H. Hobbs, Pro-

tessor Glen Evans

General Meetings

Muarch 1973, Annual Mecting Drg ? Keeves “The Home. the School
and Educational Achievement’

May 1973 Protessor R.J Havighin  The Problems of Education in
Big Cities’

June 1973 The Seventeenth Theodore Frnk Memerial Seminar Dr B.
Sureties. Mr J Mclaren, Mr P. Hughes “Recent Innovations in
feacher Lducation’.

Julv 1973 Fhe John Smivth Memonai Lecture Dr B Cambourne.
‘The Verbal World of Some Grade 1 Awstrahan Children Imphica-
tons for Fducatory’

October 1974 Secondary Fducation Todav Group Panel of speakers
"Brave New Gadgets and Unconvent. -al Resources”

Octoher 1973 Frank Tate Memon  tecture, Protessor P Karmel:
‘Fducation o the 1980
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G. S. Browne Prizes

Educational Research Prize: ‘Perceived Influences on Tertiary Students’
Academic Attitudes—A Comparative Study’ by Russell A. Docking,
Research Scholar, Faculty of Education, Monash University,

Educational Practice Prize: ‘A Possible Alternative Course to the
“Conventional” Language Courses in the First Two Years of High
School’ by Angelina De Fazio. ’

VIER Bulletin

Bulletin No. 30 was pubhshrd in August 1973 and Bulletin No 31
is to be published 1n Now@mbcr 1973,

Financial membership

At the end of 1972 there were 51 members. By September 1973 this
number had increased to 539,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Office Bearers

Patron: Mr A. W Jones (Director-General of Education)

President* Mr R J Gilchrist

Vice-Presidents Mr K. L. Berndt, Mr R. S, Coggins

Hon. Secretary Mr W. R Hosking

Hon Treasurer Mr D, Dent

Lxecutive Commuttee, Miss B, Davis. Mr L Kiek, Miss B. Tabor, Mr
N Wilson

Hon. Auditor. Mr N. W, Edwards

At an Annual Mecting held on 29 May 1972, 1t was decided
that office holders be asked to continue for another period, and that
during such period the Institute remain 1n a state of ‘suspended anima-
tion”. While it was felt that it would be difficult to encourage large
audiences at meetings, it was of the greatest importance to keep the
doors open to visiting experts. On Frniday 19 October 1973, the
Exccutive arranged for Professor J. Downing. University of Vie-
toria, British Columbia. to talk at the Pultency Grammar Assemoly
Hall on the subject *Imtial Teaching Alphabet in Reading’. During
the current year members have been invited to attend meetings of the
South Australian Institute for Educational Research at the South
Austrahan [nstitute of Teachers' building.

In a meeting of Executive on April 27 1973. the resignation of the
Hon. Secretary, Mr R, Wiseman was received and Mr W. R, Hosking
was elected.

The South Australian Institute 1s encouraging research and attempt-
ing to dissenunate its findings. Mr W. L. Egan of the Salisbury Ad-
vanced College of Fducation has been made a financial grant for a
project (‘Reading Experiences to Alleviate Difficulties’). The Execu-
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twe has decided upon a policy of making financial grants to research
projects which are not for academic credit.

QUEENSLAND
Office Bearers

Patron Honourable Sir Alan Fleteher, Minister for Edueation
President Mr N D. Alford

Vice-Presidents. Mr W. 1. Hanulton, Sister Mary Teresina, Dr B H
Watts

Hon Secretary' Mr R S Warry

Hon Trcasurer. Mr P. J. Doherty

Executive Mr N. Anderson. Miss N. Beer. Mr A Jackson, Mr A J
Nimmo. Miss D. Richmond, Mr 1 Smuth. Mr P. K Sydney
Representamve 10 ACLR, and Assistant Lditor, Austrultan Journal of
kducation Dr S A. Rayner

Hon Auduor. Mr C E. Anstey

Membership

At 1 Octoher 1972, there were 182 financial members.,

Meetings

February 1973, Annual General Meeting, Second J A Robinson
Memorial Lecture: Mi W, Wood "The AACRDE —the First Three
Years'

March 1973, Dr B McGaw. "The Problems of Rescahing Teachers’
Assessments”,

Apill 1973 DrS A Rayner. ‘Modern Developments in the Adnunis-
tration of Higher Education’,

April 1973, Mr N D Alford "An Assessment of the Bernard Van i eer
Foundation Project in Queensland”

May 1973 Mr B. Rechter. “The Rationale behind the Development of
the ASAT and the TFEP tests”

June 1973, Mr G, I Ashby - "The Psyehological and Educational Bases
of the Pre-School ™

August 1973 Professor DD Spearritt. ‘Problom. i the Fdentfication of
Skilis in Fnglish®

September 1973, Panct discussion of BBC-TV films “The Fypanding
Classroom-—Cread Practice in Britsh Primary Schools’,

October 1973, Mr ¥, Shogren  “The Imphications of Teacher Registra-
ton’.

1973 Public Lectury series

The 1973 Public Tecture Series was held en 11 oand 12 July in Bris-
hane, ond on 30 and 31 July 1 Townswille The guest lecturer was
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Miss Marianne Parry, a member of the Plowden Committee 1n the
United Kingdom. The topic for this year's lecture series was ‘Innova-
tion and Practice in British Primary and Nursery Schools’.

QIER Research Project

%jhm year, the Institute undertook the analysis of a number of basic
reading series to determine the appropriateness of the language struc-
tures used 1n the books in these series. Three reading series were
selected for analysis. Computer analysis of the texts was carried out,
and manual processing and interpretation is now underway. It is
hoped that the project, which is being undertaken in conjunction with
Dr N. W. M Hart of the Mt Gravatt Teachers College, will be com-
pleted by January 1974,

General

In many respects, 1973 was a year of experimentation and tnnovation.
Considerable efforts were made to provide opportumties for members
t participate in a meaningful way in QIER activities.

The QIER Newsletrer was teplaced by the QJIER Journal, which, al-
though 1ssucd only three times a year is a far more substantial pub-
lication. It was hoped that the ‘Journal’ would provide greater benefits
to members particularly those in the country. In a further effort to
provide a service for members outside the Brisbane metropolitan
arca. *he 1973 Public Lecture Series was presented in Townsville as
well as 1n Brisbane. This was the first occasion on which the Lecture
Series had been extended to a provincial city.

In an attempt to cater for the wide range of interests shown by mem-
bers. three types of meetings were orgamzed. The normal "general”
meetings, designed to attract a large proportion of the membership
to discusstons of topics of general educatonal sigmficance. were con-
tnued. Rescarch senvnars. designed to provide i-depth treatment of
questions of research dzxign, data analysis and statistical proceduies,
were introduced, together with research workshops. mtended as an
ntroductic 1 to research techniques and  procedures. Work on the
QIER Research Project for 1973, another major innovation, was pre-
ceded by a number of these rescarch worhkshops. This research project.
mentioned elsewhere in this report. was designed to enable a high
level of participation on the part of QIER members

A full assessment of the success of the 1973 program has not yet been
undertaken. but the information at present avatlable is encouraging

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Office Bearers

Patron. Mr J. H Barton
President. Mr R G Peter
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Vice-President: Mr J. Liddelow

Hon. Secretary! Treasurer' Mr A. Mason

Hon. Auditor: Mr C. Cook

Committee Members.: Dr A. N. Stewart, Mr C. Cook, Dr }. Braysich

Membership
The current membership js 91.

General Meetings

November 1972. Mr L. Fletcher, Lecturer in Education, the University
of Western Australia, led a panel discussion on :‘Historical Research
in Education in WA’

Apr:l 1973, Dr R. V. McSweeney of the Catholic Education Com-
mission spoke on: ‘Values Research in Education’,

June 1973. Mr R. Penny, assisted by Mr P. deWitt of the Western
Australian Institute of Technology and Mr R. Little of the Churchlands
Teachers’ College, organized an open evening on Educational Media
at the Mount Lawley Teachers’ College.

July 1973. Mr R. Hartley of the Western Australian Institute of Tech-
nology spoke on: ‘The Uses of the Computer at the WAIT Computer
and Data Processing Unit’.

September 1973. The President, Mr R. G. Peter, Principal, Mount
Lawley Teachers’ College, spoke on: ‘Competency-Based Teacher
Education—The American Experience’.

Gctober 1973, A joint meeting with the Western Australian Institute
for Educational Administration, for a lecture-demonstration by Pro-
fessor Bloomfield, of the Physical Educatiofi Departmnent of the Uni-
versity of Western Australia on the subject: ‘Recreation for Health’.

Committce Meetings

Three committre meetings were held in 1973 to plan the work of the
Institute.

Prizes

The R. G Cameron Prize for Educational Research, sponsored by
the WAIER was awarded for 1970 to Mr L. K. F. Birch. The WAIER
Prizes for the best students 1 Education and Psychology for 1971
were awarded to Miss Jillian Taylor of Graylands Teachers Cotlege,
Mrs Cheryl Barton of Claremont Teachers’ College and Mrs E. Kay of
Secondary Teachers College.

General

Iucreased interest and membership arose chiefly from the June
Ceneral Meeting which had 2 farge attendance of teachers, educa-
tionists and students.
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TASMANIA
Office Bearers

President: Mr N. H. Campbell

Vice-President: Mr L. D. Blazely

Hon. Secretary: Mr N. L. Behrens

Hon. Treasurer: Mt R. S. Cooper

Representative on ACER: Mr N. L. Behrens

Executive Members. Miss E. P. Vaughan, Mr H. L. Dodson, Mr K. G
Miiton, Mr G. D. Taylor

Hon. Audutor: Mr J. Besier

Membership

The current financial membership of the Institute is 49, a decrease of
seven over the previous year. The membership is drawn from the fol-
lowing bodies: Administration 9, Service Branches 11, Tertiary In-
stitutions 6, Schools 21, and Others 2.

General Meetings

Mr Alec Young, a final year teacher student in the Industrial Arts
course, spoke on the topic: ‘After the Bell Rings’. Mr Young's study
investigated the use of out-of-classroom time by fourth-year secondary
school students.

Dr Philip Piele, Director of the ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational
Managenient, spoke on the topic: ‘Technology and Education’. This
meeting was organized in conjunction with the Curriculum Branch of
the Education Department.

Mr T. I. Leo, Staff Superintendent (Planning) in the Education De-
partment of Tasmania, delivered a paper on: ‘Educational Questions
Raised by «he Karmel Report’.

Dr M. R. Pusey, In-Service Education Branch, spoke on: ‘Diversity and
Organizational Structure’. This meeting was organized informally and
is to be the first of a series of such discussions on the general topics of
cducational administration.

Executive Meetings

The Executive has met to consider the activities of the Inslitute in
1972-73.

G. V. Brooks Prize

As resolved at the last Annual General Meeting the G. V. Brooks Prize
Fund has been invested in the Hobart Building Society. The winner of
the prize 1n 1972 was Miss Lindley Walshe.
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Annual Institute Address

Dr Paul Wisch, the Principal of the Tasmanian College of Advanced
Education, delivered the Annual Institute Address in Hobart. The
title of the address was: 'The Role of the Coilege in Tasmania’. The
address was preceded by the Annual Dinner of the Institute




