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ABSTRACT ‘ . -

This stuﬁy examlnea tne resp es chlldren,ﬂade on a
. photo| sorting task when given a choice between race and-.-sex as a
. basis' for -pairing photogranh of Black and White Ehxlﬁfen taeir own
ages. It was hypothesizéd that childrem in racially iﬁ*egrateu

schools -wvould maXe relatively fewer sottings based on racé than their <

counterparts in racially homogeneous schools. 0f additional interest '

v25 whether sorting patterns by sex, across, racial -lines, varied if ) .

the subject. hiaself was included in the pairings, andzstingu zhéd L

- from his pairing of others\across racial lines. Results showed that . L

~ white childrén, whether they attended racially 1ntegrated schools\or .

~ ~ ..all-white schools, had. szullax sorting patterns. Race and sex el Lo

neihérship of students gengrally, had no signxflcan* cfferts on '

sorting patterns. (Author/EC) N S
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o Social S hemata of Young Children Attendlng Schools Varyxng in Recial Compos1t10n'
€ Race\Versu Sex in a Blnary-Ch01ce Photo Sorting Task
‘oo A ‘ A e
o i\ . Dew1tt (o Dav1son . LT
L ! ' R 2 : -
[ ot j‘% . . ; University of Toledo .
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Studles by Kuethe and his associates (huethe 1962a, 1902b Lgah Kuethe .

L& 8% r1cker,‘l963, Kuethe & Weingartner; 196L) have shown that when subjects
p1ace felt figures of ddults and children of both sexes on & fleld the figures
are placed in spatlal arrangement with one another accordlng to certa1n pat-
berns. TFor example, figures of a man and a woman .are usually placed near each
other, with same-sex pairings rarely occurrlng, a-figure of a child is placed.. o
L ’ closer to the flgure of an:adult female“~than to the figure of an adult méle. «
- The ,associations that individuals make on these tasks are presumedto correspond
to the way they perceive people in life as "belonging together". XKuethe,(1964)
defines these mental associations of people by an individu@l as social schemata".
This, study was concerné@-with the associative strength of race and sex in the

. soclal schemata of young children, some of whom attended racially 1ntegrated
. schools and some of whom attended schools having rac1ally homogeneous student
) - populations. Specifically, the study examined thé responses children made on
" a photo sorbing task when given a choice between race and sex as a/basis for . i

I

n pairing-photographs of Black and White children their own ages. . It was .

o hypothesized that children in racially 1ntegrated schools would make relatively
e fewer sortings based on race than their counterparts in racially homogeneous-
Sl schools. Associations among individuals .by sex membership, with race not-

_ withstanding, would seem to be more commorf to their experiences and observa-
L tions. Given only the iwo criteria, the latter group would-seem more likely to
. regard people as belonging together because they are members of. the same race,
3ince associations by sex across racial lines would be a more rare occurrence
in their experiences. Although no predictions were made in advance, subjects
o 'were alsd compared by race and sex*membershlp on the asscciations they made B .
o using the tw0 criteria. . ) - T .

~
The “experi ntal task used in the study involved sorting two-inch, black

& white photogr hs of chlldren according to race or sex in a series of forced-
choice situations. Four different photographs, consisting of faces only, of .a

. White boy {WB), White girl (WG), Black boy (BB), and Black girl (BG) were used
in the study. The subjects in the  photographs were eight-year old children. ~
These matarials were prepered especially for the study. The sorting tasks s
were performed with combinations of three photographs at a time, with the .
following comblnatlons béing used: WG,” BG, BB; WB, BG, BB; WB, BB, WG; and
W8, Eu, BG. The sortlng tasks were preparéd.in a booklet whlch was presented J
to gach subject at the time of performance. -¥he booklet consisted of 83" X 14" ) 1
s;zed.p&ges. Three c1rcles,i¥h1ch,were the same size as the photographs were |
drewn in outline on the fromt side of each page. Two of the circles were
placed next to each other on one edge of the page and the third circle was , -
igglubed from them, loczhed horizontally -abt thé opposite edge. Envelopes o
cortainrrz thres pbotograpﬁs were attached Go the back side of each page. When
tne booklel was open to.any page, 4¢he sorting task to be performed appeared at

the. s"o~ect‘3 right side and the fiaterigls to be used on-that page we n-
teinéd in the enivelope to his iffmediate left. Short pleces of adhesive fape, !
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whic n could be exposed +f'or adhesion on both sides by str;ppnng, were atlached

%o the bec& of each phohograph. These were used by the subject-to hold the '
photog: rapas in place once sortings were made.” The general instructions to all.
subjects were as follows: "LOO{ at the three pictures in the envelope and then
-Took at the three circles on the paﬂe _ You will see that two of the circles

are together and the other cirgle is sepurated from them. Take the two pic-

tures you think ghould go together and put them in the two circles that are

close to each other. Put the other picture in .the circle that is alone on the
other side of the page." Using the combination WG, BG, BB\as an example, if

the subject placed the two plctures of the females in the a&gacent cincles, he

was considered to be sorting by seX.. Ina similar vein, he was considered to .
be sorting by race 'if he placed the twa,plctures of the Black\children in the -~
adjacent circles. It was possible to sort the pictures in a mhnner which did
not-xreflect the use of race or sex as a basis of agsociation. Some sortings

were made in this menner. .

The subjects for the study were 328 second-grade chlldrcn fz W six public

%%chools in Toledo, Ohio. The student populations in two of the schools were .
compp;&ed of White children only. Participants from these schools gon31sted -
of. 62’b and 50 girls. Participants from the remaining four schooIs, which

were: raclal y integrated, consisted of 52 White boys, 45 White .girls, L Black

boys apd 65\Black girls. The experimental tasks were administered in small

_groups, %uD-ISesubJects per grocup. Two .eles, one White and one Black, &erved .

as experlméﬁtgrs, wzth each being equally involved in all sessions.

T’ ‘.,

The rumber and\percenﬂages of race/sex sortings by various groups arexshown
" in. Tab les 1 and 2. . 3

o -w‘.. ‘ . . . - Y ) s
The data were analﬁ%ad.by ajserles of chi square tests. The analysis \\ . v‘/
focused prvnclpdily on six subgrouplngs of subjects, based on race, sex, and . . /.
type of school attended. For all of .the groups, race was the more prepotent )
of,the two bases for making. assoclatlons among“eh&ldren. The ratio was on an {

o:der of almost 2 to 1. The proportlons of race/se wSortings did not vary
slgnl;lcantly among the six groups, using the chi s uare test of differences \ e
tetween proportions (Klugh 1970) as a tést of signi rcan e. Specifically, : .

white children attending racially integrated schools did not differ significantly . )
from white children attending all-white*schools in_the p*oport;gns of $orting on . . ‘

the cr1ter1a of race and sex. Also, race and sex membershlp of students had no :
slgnlflcant effects on-their sortlng patterns.

. - - < -
i ~

Of additional interest in the 1nvest1gat10n was whether sorting’petterns

by sex, accross racial lines, varied if the subject himself was included.in the

pairings, as distinguished from his pairing of others accross racial lines.

For example, if a Whife girl is given pictures of a White boy, Black bcy, and a 1

Black girl, would classification by race be as dominant as in'instancks in which 1

she is sorting the comblnatlon, White girl, Black girl, and Black boy? Assuming . |

that she sorted by sex in both cases, in the formex, instance she is integrating - |
|
|
|

others across racial lines, whereas, in the latter she is integrating herself. o

The rationale for hypothesizing that a difference may exist in the two situations f&\
‘was as-follews: In the American culture, it is often the case that individuals N
~u.'te a-more affirmative position towards racial integration if the'matter involves e

others than if it 1nvolves themselves. COmnarlsons of subjects in the two
contrastlng situations did not indicate, however, that thls tendency was re=~
flected inMthe photo sorbing tasks.

. Co. s T
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' The proportlons of sortings tha* were based nelther on race nor sex varied
from ‘7% to 38% among the various groupings and picture éombinations. This
outcome is difficult to explain. On .theVone hand, it might be supposed that -

, - some subjects did not fully understand the sorting tasks. However, examinafion

- of the data did not indicate that particular individuals falled repeatedly
to use the two criteria. Rather the incidences of non-crlterlal sorting were
distributed accross individuals. Another explanation is that the criteria
of race and sex, in these instances were subordinated to individuals' own, . -
subaectlve criteria, which transcenddd racial and sexual lines. This seemza )
to be "& more plausible explanation s1nce all subjects clearly demonstrated an .
awareness of the twd criteria. . . *

. The findings that all groups made more associations based on race‘%han on
sex suggests that the children may regard members of the same race as having
more in common than members of the same séx. However, it would be premature
to reach thesemconclu31ons on the basis of the data from this study alone.
It wculﬁfge?necessary to know whether the children's sortings mirrored what
they observed about human 1nteract10n patterns in ‘society, or wnether their
sgrtxngs reflected a logical conceptual basis.for making associations among
objects and events in their environment. It is also true that situational
factors’ and purposes would @ffect what associations might be made, given a
choice between the two criteria. . For example, sex might be used predominantly
. in pairing persens for certain types of athletic actlivities.  These matters re-

quire more controlled study, and they suggest 1nterestlng llnes of 1nqu1ry for T
future research
2 . u C g ’
. : . ® ©
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