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. - \)Thé Techmcaf Ass1stance Deve?opment System (TADS) was: . :j-"‘_ i

i estabhshed the Univergity of North Carotina at Chapel. Hil} . -

. 1 by the U.S7 Office of Educatiop serve a supportwe funct1onf T
. i .7, for the federaMy funded Hangcapped Children's-Early - \ o, At

D " Education Prograh «(First Chance Network) corposed of approx- :

Y K3

- e -]mately 100 demonstration.genters: for early’e cation of ¥ 5 YL e
. -.. 7" =. hahdicapped children. “The*rolé of TADS in thi% systém i3 to . S,
<UL . pfovide. assistance—inm whatever phase\of their progr‘am the - "
. acenters request help. Some of the.services*include 1dént’i\ i .
<. 2% fying and providing cgnsultants. ,-holding _small group wopk=_ & T .
&,5, e shops collecting and dispensing data about the nétwork, and
C confe'rrmg "with 1qdfv1dha'l centers and staffs. Most. often, . )
: "' serwices are offerred to First Chance projécts in'the areas "~ . .. -y <
) ofgyprograhn planning mnd evaluation, intervention- pmgrams, ¢ L L .
conmUmty program ﬂeve]opme t, and media_ and 1nformat1on K TS
Ot . e . . 4 ’
This papgr- is d1str‘1buted pursuant to a grant from the
Office gf Educat1on,_U S. Department. of Health,.Education, ¢ '
* and Welfare. Grantee$’ under#aking such proaects under ‘govern- . o v

Y

-

ment s onsorsh1p are encouraged’ to express freely their . L ‘ ’ ‘/
Jjudgm in profesgioalyand technical- matters. Points of " ..
. ,view opinions "do/not, \lherefore necessar1‘ly represent Voo . .
officipl Ofﬁee*of Educat1on p9s1t1on or pohcy ~ ’ ., .
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- . o Programs for young hand1cappe children are on the 1ncrease T 4 ¥
» all across' the United,States toda ;‘reflé&tvng the growing son-, R At

. ' problems.’ One effort tha¥ reflects’ 15 twend is “thh Hand1capped RO
" Children's Early Education Program,-which-was estabkished by o .

fﬁL*-»~____“ij@£e5§jin 1969, - #hi$ progﬁam -has se} up modeledemonstration ~ - "0 g
: / Genters across “thé nation in order ‘to Sﬁxmulate neW*serv1ces for 5;
.. . young handﬂcapped cnildren. 3 C N . - “ .

° ¢ ‘. » -
P . R
"y . » . ‘

If we are to sérve a]] of this naxipn S preschoo] handlcapped ) G .
children, however, it will be through the:efforts of the indivi- ot L 42&
— — >, dual-states.It is therefore timely to sufvey the status of _ . T . -+ '
sfates”vn their programm1ng and pTann1nb efforts in'meeting this . -
challenge. The series of actjvities that are cu]mrnated‘1n«th15"- e .
report would not have been possible w1thout‘tbe willing coopera- V.
. tion of the persennel in thevarious states oncerned.with the -+ = L.
"+ welfare of young children with pnebJems This survey, was' undef-,’ . o
taken with the coopération and coordination hy the National i
. * Associatien of Statp Directors“of Special Educatipn. We would ..
especially like to acknowledge.the gontribution, Andy Anderson, T
“the Executive Uirectar of that organ1zat1on : , T

A

We. be11eve that this report ﬁhl] g1ve you an. understand1ng . e el
of the status of each of the states” 1n regard to programming.and'; - . -
planning’ efforts, and w111 enable you ‘to- compare your §Iate w1th . ’
others . ‘ L L

‘David L. Lillie . . < CL g
"Director, TADS ", ' ) © ' T
May 1974 : . L AR <
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s . Dur1ng the F1sca1 Year 1973 zthe Bureau of Educat1on for
e et - te Handicapped (BEH), the Nat}onal Assotiation for,State. Dir-S . =«

<., ectors of#Special Educatipn (NASDSE), and the Technical Assis- a’ N,
' ' : + tance Deyelopment System (TADS) -- a BEH-funded préeect Tocated '
1, dn the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center, the Univer- .
“(§aty of North  Carolina *-- shared a comMod’goaT of prov1d1n§ stim--
ulation and assistance ‘to State Spec1a1 Educatiofi Qgenc1es in
. the  areas’ of planning and impTementation of programs for the
. _"teducatiion- of young, handicapped children. The f1rsv‘step toward
. accompl1sh1ng this goal was to establish communication between’ R
' . the agencies and groups about the current status of p1ann1ng gnd , ¢
R ___ptognmmnlng_foreydunga_handjgapped_gblldren. A S e D,
T Two maicr ag¢1v1t+es’were e initidted by BEH and TAD ,< . .
" achieve the necessdry communicatign. First, five regi, na] €on-
‘ -ferentes for Directors of Special ‘Education Qr their representy-
i tives were held during May 1973 Tepics of discussn during ]
those meet? ngs inc uded: planning at the state Jevel in early 45\
o “ -» education for the handyeapped, existing 1eg1sLat\o and legisla-

s
,( S Ee

" of program deve]opmept in the’states. Second, TADS col]ected

data about programs and activities for young, handiéapped éh11-
“drengin the respective states imw order to compile a reporhrwh1ch (—
would be distributed to each state and terr1tory\ ; :

E S
. @

. TAD> began this data collection at the reg1ona] confePéncesf et
" by sk1ng participants to outline the existing.atd needed * legjs- ’K'.
. ldtiion in their respective states, ‘needs assessmg t practices,
. pro aCf1v1t1es, and “next steps™ or plans_in each of.these - I
‘“areas. States which did not send representativ the. cdnfer- .
t e ences. were'contacted by matl and asked td 2{0v1d ata., *- X
. R A
1\ B & Data co]]egted from each state wére then organ1zed and p]aé@d )
) into forms according to am established format, w1th'1nformat1oh '
presented in three major categories: Leg1§]at1on dhd: Cyurrent’
“Programs, Plans, and Needs. These forms were returned to each ’
) state for réview, additions, and/or corrections. Jhe stdtes weres -
, 1nfqrmed that TADS would assume the data to be correqt and sat1§- f
. ¢+ factery to. the states unless notifigation to«fhe contrary” was | ' .
. made. States. which had not provided any data-to TADS were sent
"+ blapk forms 4nd asked to complete them. The,reports of .the- - .
i . th1rty-sevep states- that, responded to this suryey are arranged o
., « * in alphabetical order. In organ1z1ng and presenting- the data. for
) this report, the original wording ‘used by- theqstates was retairned ",
as muth as possible. .
L . .o
,As would be expected, there is & cowsiderable amount of
var1ance among and within_the reports from states u1th respect to

.
e

tlve needs, statewide.needs assessment act1v1t1e$ and- the statuse .« -~ |

.
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+the amount and the detaileof data which weré prdv{ded It-iss
possible that in some cases the respondents did.not treat this

major portion of the variance among the data can be attrrbuted

to -a shortage of detailed information being readily. availablé to
the.special education agencies. .This lack of. information implies
that the movement for statewide edueat1onql programns for young,
handicapped children is fa1r1y new'in most states, and that the..

. the respons1b111ty, or thesresources to co]lect the data which
are needed. \ '

. [ .

In ogder %o convey the status of blann1ng and programmtng
for young, Handicapped children, this report contains some infor-.

project seriously’ enngh to priovide the requested data, but the .

state special-education agencies have not had either the author1t¥,

\

mation that is not directly.related to young, hand1capped children.
Infermation about. special édqcat1on or education in general was'
,included in the reports whenever it was relevant to the .education

_of young, hand1capped children. L
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- nuﬁ\., CONSTRAINTS 'Af\j -1{
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. N & . /' ) ' , . g . '. ' . _ e
" SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS R v . :

“ LI , « o . -

- i Lt -

\ ) a

LN T Conc]usuons about the current status of plannihg and pro- . -

graming for young,. hand1capped children should bé madefnth ‘great e
care because states d1f¢er s1gn1f1cant]y with respect to fbrm1— .

, nology and definitions. ! For example, *1?’"young, handicepped K

+ children" is defined as/hand1capped ildren- ages O tnrough 8 : ’ -

' yeargs, then all states probab]y have ihe authority ;and responsi-s - .
fb1]1ty,to ‘provide services to part of that group. However, if ..
young is def1ned as 0 -5 years and further statenents exclude s

- all serv1ces wh1ch af not manaatﬁry,'then few states have the .
author1ty or respons’ b1 Uy,to prov1de’seyv1ces to such children. .-

h
P A"

le'w 1th1n€the various” states, theyiare known "

only in sEnse th?t people recognize tke difficulties ' e
which’they encounte as a result of their_ gwn experiences. .

‘Most likely, the personnel ig one State are not aware that - -, ce
conditions are/comdbn to all states and vary., from state to R -
state on]y in tenng ofe the specific’ deta1ls - i C

* .", :' . ',\

1 *Ob]ect1ves FX‘ T o o '“ . - ‘f
@ 4 . % v - . , . .

A The/ irst of tf§ese co%mon prob]ems is a Tack of -
vn\\ specrf1c jectives to define the serv1c‘€ needed by han-
¥ . d1capped children. In most states special education per- . ¢ /
§onne]/express the de51re to -deliver, services to young, )
) . handmgapped children w1th somé vague statements about the -~ ! - /
oL nature of the needs afld the social objertives of the ' ./
) serv1ce There is a'.considerable bo&y—ef diterature ) .
+ available which maintains that early tntervention makes , .
a dvfference .Als0, most States hav - in their constitu- | ‘?
“t1ops, or in ]eg1s?at1on, some statefents about the gen- Y
éral goals. of educatioryand what-those goals mean in &
soc1a1 sense, At a ctale-wide on larger unit 1evel ,
however, there needs: to be spec1f1c statements® Wh1ch join
these“two points: it-must be Stated that early inter- 3<'
eption makes a differénce in terms of "somgthing." The
. mo t common attempt to join these -points is, that "early -
- intervention .is necessary so tha&'the haqp1capped child ez
. can reach his full potential." Unfortumately that state- \\\\\\\\
ment 1nstant1y evokes verbal support but concrete funding
support is slow ‘to materjalize., In part, this ding
« - gap results from a tendency to consider handrcgp ed chil-
dren as just another group of people requiring sped1a1
(and expensive) services. TrapslatiNg these general group
needs intd the personal neéds &f individual chwldren,)s a

difficult, yet necessary, part of p]ann1ng b -,

comnon to all sté%es A]though tbese,problems are fam111ar o
to mdst'%é‘p -

’
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2. L‘g1sla?1ve Character1st1cs .

Leg1sTat1on w1th1n most states is far from compite-
. shensive and "equal" "in terms of the handicapping condi-
€t1ons which are covered by. the legislation. A1l of the

states report1ng data ‘share Jne-or more of the following. ;e

"? character1st1cs (a¥ the existence of legislation to
provide mandatory services for chitdren with a specific
handicap at an earlier -age thantis required for the

“general -population or for the sther handlcapped children; .

. (b) the existence of legislation to give the reponsibil>
Tity for 9erV1ces to agenc1es which are ‘not provided the

‘(c) the existence of legislation which makes programs for

resources’ for communication or coordination of agtivities;

\

-young, .handicapped children permissible but does not
provide the duthority and/or resources to lotate. the chil-

.dren or; in some cases, to serve children; and (d) the =

existence of legislation which mandates progrdms that a
particular agency must provide but does not provide any ,
consequences for noncomp11aqce, '

Fhe Var1ety of Serv1ce Agenc1e oy

.

Services to young, hand1capped children are prov1ded
by many different agenc1es organlzat1ons and institu-
tiong' ip the states. - In'most states it is common to find
some young, handicapped children served: (a) by federally
funded projects;. (b) by’ specla] projects or schools; (c)
by local public school agencies; (d) by community or .
. church-related day care ¢enters or head start programs, .
and (e) by various semi-private or non- prof1t agencies.

« > While few persons would object to the services -being pro-

vided by various agencies, coordination becomes. extremely
difficult, especially since?jew states have the.authority,
the respons1b1]1ty, or the Fesources assigned to specific
" agencies to coordinate these activities. This situation,
no déubt, is the reason that many states identify as a
primary need a central information system and also indi-
catk a need for comprehensive planning on a state wide
1eve1 ¢ ‘) .

b Scope of P]ann1ng

Difficulties in p]ann1nq for young;, hand1capped
children include all of the préblems discussed previously.
-For éxample, one needs 4 direction.to.plan (#1.);.one. needs
the authority to develdp comprehensive plans. (#2); and one
needs to know the location, target children, and type of
services that are presently provided (#3). ‘However, when
states attempt plarning, the number and”’ scope of agencies
that must be involved apparently can overwhelm the planning

A

—efforts 4t s indesd difficutt=to arrive: at functional
' def1n1t1ons when many agencies are involved. .

L 4 .7?." 9

k]



ug'.B:'-STATUS OF° LEGISLATION . Voo ,
4
S\Veral gereral statements can be made about the status
of 1eq1s]at1on, planning, and needs within the respective
states. These statemerits are summarized and Visted sbetow: ',

i

- The youngest allowable, age fon providing educational -
. services ranges from O to 6 years.  The actua)} age for « -
" program implementation -is’ usually related to the status, of
implementation of kindergarten programs. ‘The first gen- N
. «£ral movement downward tends to be one year before k1nder-
garten entry age
2. Every state reforted either existing legislation and.: - - o R
services for -special groups. --, usuatly-the deaf~(or: hear1ng '
1mpa1red) ‘and the blind’ (or v1sua11y 1mpa1Fed) -y or a - o
+ history of such Tegislation and servnces if 1eg;s]atlor is D
- now comprehensive. Furthenmore, in some states;- the-pri- .
fiary sourceof objection to comprebensive:legislation was e
the advocates oftspecial bandicap groups which had exist- ‘ ?.
) ing legislation and services. . ¢ . v

*d ’ . .
. * Ele N ¢

3. - Even when 1eg1s]at1on is mandatory, serv1ces are de- r
pendent upon fund1ng,'and in a]mo%t all cases the antici- o
pated date for full 1mp1ementat1o of programs was several J
years in the future. : x ‘

- '\, : - . *

g, Most: states have a combinatian of mandator wand! per- L .
missive legislation based upon tgg age of the child.# For - -
example, several states have Mandatory 1eg1s1at¢on for L :

children who aré four yéars old or o]der while the same oo T

. 1eg1s?at1on allows for permissive se v1ces at. an ear11er -

«. . age than four years. . ' . e

H v 3

C. -LEGISLATIVE NEEDS D ' o ‘

1 N .

The states genera]]y agree on their badsic needs regard1ng
educational services for young, handicapped children. The a
followihg three needs were expressed by almogt all states - o,
that made reports: 3&
1. Resources and means for coord1natjon of the ﬁerv1ces
. that are prov1ded within the state.

\!

2. Comptehens1ve programs and means for identifigation”
of young children with: special nfeds are not generally .
- available, and the states do not' have resources to meet - '
this need. : .. .
3. Even when legislation and irnterest allow for services B
to young children, the 'time-line for implementation is *

often Tong; therefore, plans and resources for more rapid 'fé
implementation are des1red . .

. ‘ ) N . « . . /'
. , - -\5' e . . B .

g v s
h A U




*,lt 1s‘hoped that this planming report w1|1 he]p state%uasséss : A
the 'status of planning efforts tc establish services for young, o
hand1capped children within these states and will enceurage ‘the
. needed commun1cqt1on and cooperat~on among staté and state agenc1esr L .'%59

+
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- v o ¢ e e ' .= ~ .- Ll
Legls]&ﬁaon and programs for special edugatien ha.e existed-
since the 1950's, but -early education was not gener611y pussible - o

_4until $1969 when Act 786 was passed, providing perm1ss1Ve legis=

)

lation for early education of the handicapped. :In 1971 more

comprehensive Tegislation (Act 106) was passed to proylge pro-

grams for all. excéptionalitiest and to place responsibility upon ] ,
the State .Board of Education for determining -the standards for el
programs, types of’ children, and areas of disability to be -~ - - !
served, and ‘the procedureStfor determining eligibility for en-

rolIment in the programs. The state educat1on~agency gan serve

children: with ages downward through three by perm1ss1on from .

“the Board : o ”**'ﬂ‘"j" S s -

Act 106~spec1fnes that all except1ona1 ch11dren sha]] be . . o
enre]]ed in adeq uate educational programs.w1thfh\i;éi\years For
1

N

- school-age ¢ 11dren approximately 1000 additiona ecial educa- “
tion teachers _havé'been employed and about 30 pevcent of the known
exceptional ch11dren are being served, - For, younger ch1Jdren,
however, a pilot brogram was approved “and subsequent]y implemented -
-to provide 25 new state- a]]otted teacher positions per yedr. for °
programs for young children ese teachers are serving children. ¢
with all except1ona11t1es “and w1 es beq1 n1ng with tnree C

years.

o

It is anticipated that an extens1on of the f1ve éar mandate
will be needed and requested L /y

*

Pl ans’ g o . ’ "

H ’ . %
Plans are underway to cont1nue the implementation’ of the
early childhood _program for exceptional children at a rate of* 25
new state positions.per .yedr. A staff’ development program is
planned for personnel for the early childhood tra1ﬁ§ng program at .
the Un1vers1ty of Alabama. "No p]an§ are made for e tens1on of
programs downward from age three nor are plans underway for man-
datory 1eq1s1at1on Instead, the special education parsonnel are
. trying to secure blanket permission ftrom the Poard of Education -
for proaramm1nq for aqes three and above for all exceptionalities.. \ \\\\\
Pemh . ‘. - ‘ . : \ BN
5pec1f1ed neegls by the state 1nc1ude (1Y, the estab11§hment
of an office:of child deve]opment to contain at least one fuli-
time consultant .in~early edication and to codrdinate the commun1ty
‘and .state agencies that provide'services to young, exceptional -
children; (2) the development of a systematic procedure for iden-
tifying young, exceptional childFen;, (3) expansion of teacher
tra1n1nq services in early education;’ and (4) assistance in p’aJ
.the_needs_of_young_chlldnen_and_deuelop1nq_pnograms_to.

meet those needs. .
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Len1<1at10n and CurrentcPrqgrams L

’ < i
f

- . The Hand1cépped Ch1ldréh s Act of 1473 speeified the hang:-

. capping conditions toyhe covered by the 1egisﬂat1on as mentally,

" retarded, ‘hearing- 1moIqred, speech-impairedy vrsua]1y-1mpa1red

- Emotaon§+dy disturbed, crippled, 1earn1ng¥d1sab1ed and other
health-impaired. , Thrs ?!h1s1at1on tovers ages 5-21 and ‘provides -
for ‘the’ 1mp1ementat1on of programs for his age groyp. Further-
more,: this act placed the respons.b11|t;%w1th the Department of
® - Edycation for fully. 1mp1ement1nq the program by 1979-80. As.of -

. Octebar 1973, the programs were 35% 1mp]emented The -legisTation
< has created spme- q£0b1ems becaise of the lengthy 1mplementat1on

' pariod and f]lor Tével of 5 students.
.o ‘e Q ' ,' t s
- ,P1ans fe L /ffe . o ’ :
S lal - ‘l‘- ot -‘. ' : 3‘(& » 2

S e $1ans gne gerway to. conf1nue the 1mﬁ1ementat1on of The *
e . Handicapped Chifdren's Aét In ﬁdd1ﬁ“bn, a Governor!s Task Force
on Ean§ Ch1]dh od Education is working in the fo]1ow1ng areas:
legislation and fund1nq, cbordination of present and propesed
Agrograms, staff raining dnd téchnical assistance, and data base
f serV1ce3 and neéds. The effarts directed toward coordifation
~  wére Expected to'lbe completed by Tate 1973, and the heeds assess-
© 0 ghent and ;g'ata op\]ec‘hon ac§1ut1os ‘nave a gompletion date of
. "J'U]y ]974 .(\, o
'v-.. ‘) . R R . 'f . o, * Y
t‘Needs N A A
\ - . , . ’ s
Spec1f1ed:neeas the state include: (4) 1eg1s1at1on to .
\ .offer programs below t e“now lega] age'of 5 in the public schools,,
- (2), prbqrams for parent participatisn, (3) earlier intervention, °

"} ang (4). addﬁt1ona1 fundfng for.programs and teacher preparation.
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; Legislation and Current Programs ) N
{ . . S
At thi's time, the Bureau of Indian Affairs does not have

special -education legislation from the U.S. Congress or'a manual
release (policy) in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. However, the
Office of Education, Division of Student Services is responsible

© ' for! coordindting and implementing Special Education programs.
The spacialized programs now in ggeration have bieen implemented

Y with ocher federal funds, througf’ the joint effort of Central,
- Area, Agency, and School personnel.' | N
Plans ~

>

: ¢ c. . \
Plans gré now underway to develop .a case -finding effort
which will ‘ﬂbntify exceptional pre§cﬁ6dlers. This effort will
utilize Indian Health Service, .Social Seryices, Community Acticn
Program Personnel, and Head Start. ThisMctivity has an expected
completion date of June 30, 1974. Plans are also underway to

%

. request specific funding f specialized services for preschoolers
for FY 76 P.P.E.  ///9r p

Needs p B .. e

—.—-—: . . /. . e, . ) »

. The needs identified*by the Buregu ‘Indian Affairs include:
(1) Legislation and funding 1s‘necessary-to provide.appropriate

- services to meet the sfrecial nneeds of exceptional chiidren. .(2)
Programs should be based on the identified needs, whether for
preschool aged; °school-aged, or need career/vocatjonal education.
(3) Programs based'on other/ident®fitd needs should incdude gen-
eral services or materjals such a% resource rooms, prescriptive

g itinerant services, self-contained, and vocational/careér, oriented.

(4}-A special feature of programs in-this area is.a need Ep have

" invo}vement from the local tribe (Indian School.Boards, Tribal - ,
Education Committees), parents, and community, with intensive in-
service training of pargnts. = ‘
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Plans T L

Legislation and Currentggrggrams

The 1eg1s1at1on perta1n1no to special education in California,
whieh is coptained in various sections of the Education Code of
California, covers the following handicapping conditions: educable
and trainable mentally retarded, mentally gifted, aphasicy Speech .
impaired, hard of hear1ng,'b11nd, partially seeing, deaf, educa-*’ . s :;7
t1ona11y handicapped; and orthopedic or other health-impaired. - .
This legislation placed general responsibility with*the State De-
partment of Educat1on and spe51f1c responsibility with the Divi-
sion of Special Education for 1mn1ement1nn programs to, serve , - .
handicapped children. <

Al
v “a

The ]egislation specified three areas of coverage: mandatory
programs, permissive programs, and experimental programs. . There
are mandatorv programs for ages 5-21 W1th all hand1capp1nq c0nd1- / .
tions, gxcept mentally gifted. Thereé can be peérmissive programs
for ages 3-5, and experimental programs for ages 18 months to 3
vears for a]] hand1capp1ng conditions except mentally q1fted . For
the mentally gifted there'are permissive ages 5-21 and experimen-
tal programs for ages 3 to'.5 years. While these: programs are
operational, fund1ng support has not kept pace W1th 1nf1at1on and
other increases in program costs.

L]

Plans are-currently underway in three-major areas: (1) to - ST
gain state acceptance of .the Master Plan- for Spectal Education; .
(2) to complete Operation Search, (3) to. _implement services for

children notﬁcurrently receiving services in ages ) to € years.

The Master Plan for SpeC1a1 qucat1on is the cunceptual document

designed to quide special education in California. The guiding

goals of this plan are that special education services should *

be available to all individuals who need them and that sufficient
f]ex1b111ty should allow local agencies.to deliver these services

in the most appropriate manner 'to individuals under their ]ur1s-

diction: Operation Search is an effort to identify hand1capppd

children and programs for the handicapped and to gather sufficient

data to coordinate the two. The planning for Nperation Search is .
exnected to-be completed hy the eénd of 1973. '

Needs \ -

As a result of the analysis for "the development of the Master . ..
Plan for Special qucat1on a series of. recommendations were de-
veloped: (1) There is a need for mandatory programs for excep-
tional children from the time of their identification. (?) A <
single designation, "Individuals with Excéptional Meeds", should .
be used for legal requirements for special education. (3) Multi-
agency planning and involvement should be required. (&) Staff
Jtrainina and development should be conducted

S1nce these needs were recoqnized in the Master Plan, meet1nq
them is a part of that p1an and & comp&ete imnJementation date is
set at 1081 g; '
. !
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Leqaislation and rurrenf Programs

Article 22 of. inhe Hénd1caoped Children's Educational Acty
passed in 12F5, defings as handicapped, a child who is between the
_ages dbf 5-21 vears with long-time phys1ca1 impairment, significant
"limited intellectual capacity, significant emotional -and hehavior-
al disorder, speech disorders; identifiable perceptual or ‘communi-
cation disordérs, and whose presence:in ordinary educatiopal pro-
grams is datrimental td the education of others. This act places
implementatior responsibility with the Co]orado Departmene of
Education. .

.+ The Handicapped hildren’s Educatfgna] Act mandated that by
January, 1,.1074, locdl districts-separately or 1n comWination with

+ other d1str1cts must submit to the state hoard a comprehensive

plan for the establishment of special education programs. If any
school district fails to submit & comprehensive plan, the state’
board will devisé and recommend a plqn for that: district. Forty-
four school districts have established and 1mp1emented special = '
educat1on programs. 0Nne hundreq’and eiaklt local districts, have

form@ boards of gooperatlve services, i.e., two or more districts
_~havejoined as one service providing agency.
L , Co b .
Plans "7 ' ) .

An Farly Childhood Advisory Comn1ttee has been orqan1zed to
work. on the 1dent1f1cat1on of pre-school™Mandicapped children and
~to develop programs for meeting their needs. . Guidelinés for the

identification of. such children and sources of'1nformat1on and °
materials to aid school districts in developing programs have
been collected. The Committee expects to develop pronrams Tﬁ
which trained personnel of the school district w1111tquh'BtHErs e
to implement screening nrograms for preschool handicapped: §h11
dren. The trained personnel will then-p on1tot‘proqr%ps~to insu
continued effect1veness and eff1c1ency of tra

ees, h L

Needs : - **‘*ﬁ'“ ?

Y

f The state has specified th majon,neeﬂsoi ﬁhg f?’s s tﬁe
lenislation.to provide services to péersqe€ under Aqe fﬁv
aualify as handicapped children undér th ,phéhd1cabp1nf cond1tzons,&
previouslv specified hy.Handicapped Childiren' 's-Bducational Act.:
“The 3~cond area of need relates to thef1den§1f1c tion%nd prooramﬁ\
planning for handicapped childrengifues n-a. For exampley Q,
qtrained persannel are needed to Tmpﬁ ent the.screeg1nq prOGram
uh1ch have been suggested by the Fafﬂy rh1ldhoo Adv1sory s

ﬁ
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Leg1s]at1on and Current Prog?ams ey ' ", -
y Hand1caooed Children, as defined by the Delaware Code g e

_ (Title 14, Education; Chapter,31) are those pupils gge 4 to 21 .

* requiring special educational services, who aré either léarning
disahled, mentally handicapped, physically handicapped, socially -
andpemotionally maiadjusted, or any combinatian of the above. .
This act:placed responsibility with the¢ State Board of Education
- for maP1nq and adopting rules and regulations for the education,

- training, and transportation of handicapped, gifted, or talented

children. This legislation also provides for full implementation ' v .
of prdgrams for the specified group of children. .
P]ans' ' . ' ;,; . .

The state reports p]ann1nq ‘taking place in.a variety of
areas. The most intensive effort is heing directed toward a

needs assessment for ages 4-21, and each d1str1ct is currently' T .

-planning for.the implementation of programs provided by existing
1eq1s]at1on The stat\h1s planning to have available by 1975 a
" comprehensive -developm ta] curriculum which may be adapted to
. the* early childhood Tevel. In*addition, the'gtate is planning

neads assessments for children under the age of 4 and p110t -
_programs for this age group. oy
NQEd S K ! ' » B . " . N ’\')

hY

“The state has specified two major needs, both of a legisla-
tive nature: first, a legislative base and auihorization to
serve children younger than 4 years; second, a 1eq1s]at1ve .

mandate for ma1nstream1ng ‘ c .
1 '; ~
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Leﬂ1s1at1on and Current, Proqrams . ) - .

. Lec1s]at1on and programs. for spec1a1 “education have ex1sted
for some time; however, thg pagsagé in-1972 of the Early Child- -
hgod and Family Development Act provided the first comorehenswve

verage. The following handicapping conditions-areé covered\

speech-impaired, blind and partially s1ghted
educable and t*ainable mentatly, retarded, dpaf-and hard of hear-
ing, crippled and oi.er health~impaired, emut1ona11y\d1sturbed

and socially maladJusted This legislation provides for the '
collection of data on-all exceptional children and, availability of
13 years of*schooling for exceot1onal children beginning with. age
‘five. Three and four year olds may be eligible for specia] edu-
cation and related services, .and some who are under age 3° {TMR,

. PH, deaf » blind) | may be e11g1b1e for home 1nstruct1on ‘or .

sunp]emental 1nstrupt1on Jf they are enrolled in a
nqn- public pr - The ﬂepartment of -Education is
der this IeQ1slat1on

& - . e
Plans @nd Needs . o

y care ‘or
he. imple- .

follow through w1th the p]ans 1n1t1ated in
2-73, a stat leadership position in the Education for-Excep-
ona] Childrer Section; Department,of Education must be estab-
lished. The perrgn in this pos1t1on would be responsiblle, fg
1n1t1at1ng needs assesshent activities, 1iason with other
agenciesy and techmca/l assistance to 10ca1 school systems.

Ih‘order

In

dealing with these gereral aré@s, thjs person would direct his.

attent1on to the fol]oW1ng s1x issug

1. What tvpes and ‘how many 1dent1ficat1on agg ‘referral  “ox
systems.-are opehab]e 6 support .an ear]y ch11dhood

qroqram’ ,

A

2. What i’s the role and scope.of present tra1nﬂnq proqrams
for hand1eapped young children funded by various divi-,
sions of "tha hepartment of Health and fehab111tat1ve

’ servxces? g 4 . ¢ . -

3. If Head Start is reauired- to serve~handicapped eh11dren
totaling at least 10%.of their enrollment, what type of

L formal liason should be estab11shad7 .

‘4, How c0u1d prOper facilities he provwded for a statew1de
,early childhood educat10n proaram for exceptional

o . children?, 3 : . .o
- 4 “
. 5. 7 Are adeouateTi’tra1ned teachers .and other staff ava11ab1e7
o 6. fan proqrams be des1qned for exuept1ona1 chi]dren with- -
o \\\ " -, out requiring earlv Tahelina? ]
‘$ {k"“ T - - ’ ' '
N 18 .-
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. the provisions of th
‘for the, fo‘howmg thildren: (1) children 'lxs than three years

'}Egave physical ,or m
¥ age.. THe Preschoo
+ covefage, for\ he pres hoot: emot1

' ﬂat1on (1) testing, diagnosi$, and treatment of ‘children ‘less

: S S ™ N
?1ans ‘ .

"tically deficient. - As with. kinderoartens, this proqram can be

-of “Btaff are also be1nq0p1an d. . _
AV S W

I REORGIA

P Y

Leg1s1at1on and Current Programs " s K .

Services for yoﬁgg hand icapped ch11dren now operate under .~y
arly Childhood Development Act (Senate °

Bi11 €76) and Preschool Tra1n1ng for the Handicapped (House‘B1T]
57). The ipplementing agencies for this legislation are the " *
State- Roard,of Education throagh‘the Department of Education,
Early Chjldhood .Programs and in cooperation with jocal education
agencies. The Eaxly Childhood Revelopment Act provides coverage.

0ld aré sidehtifiedsas haying phy ical or nfental handicap and | . .
who qualify for as§istinge fr quaa] Security Act, Title IV-A; L
(2). chqlgren betwe 'tvﬁﬁages of three and five, 1nc1us1ve, who IRERT S
ht ndicapsseand (3),children five yea s’ ST Y £
“Trdining gor the HanQJcapped providest~'"- .7 & T

na]]y, mental*y, and ngyi?ca11y v Y .,
“ PR ~ o

. ,

hand1capped _ ’> P%
' The fol]ow1né types of pgg;rams are proJ?ded by the ﬂegis— ,,‘§ . ‘

_(2) eddcdtional” programs,for. c 1gren*f1v years of age; and (3) -
e ucational pragrams ‘for, ch1ldren*§hree to five years of age, .

,» who have physical or mental handicaps. Ihe trime line:
ﬁnH“ﬁe reé of.impl entatjon of these activities ig coptingent . ¥ ,f
of -the availabilit¥ of funds.” At présent, of the 188 school = o
systemsin Geprg1a4 51 part1c1pate in the: programs provided by . ~ !
Hod!e BiT1 575 “and 4 part1t1pate in the programs provqoed by

§Fnao5 Ri11 676

‘than three yedrs of age who have physjcalor mental handicaps; ; \\\\

h H
et ;- v N
R . ' ce N o

®

A number of activities are plarined or underway in the state.
Proposed, Teaislation entit]ed :Adequate Program for ‘Education in , '
Georgia ¥ecommerids: "The ‘State should pwevide early childhood . AT
éducation for three and faurs ye 1ds who are eithér physically, -
ntally, or emet1ona11y handicapped or perceptuzlly or Tinguis-

most effect1ve1y 1mp1emented 4in steps." Planning and implemen~

. tation of this in%emt are,’of course, dependent upon passage of

the legislation an®¥ fundina of the programs identified therein. i
‘The .State has -organized-a TasK Ferce ,Committee composed of state W
and local ear]wﬁch11dhood“educat1on perdognel ‘This. committee
evaluated and reviewed the state' s/fpr]y hi¥hood education :

program and determined its needs., “further, the coordjnation of
services to young children is p]anned*with the Department, of
Human.Resources. College proqraqi.and the in-service tra5n1nq ¢

. 2

~



"Needs Lo L. o Jte e / ! ‘o
The State Board of Education and the Local \i{ducatiop/Agency A -

cogrdinate the programs:serving yound, handicapped children. The - o .

Department of Research .andelevelopment, using~information from - ) .

local agencies, assesses the program needs. Handicapped. children

from 0-2 years.are.in need of service now, and’‘more certified’ . ’

personnel. are needett to work with the early childhoed handicapped. .

.
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‘Leaislation and Currént Proqgrams

HAVATT

.

Hawaii Revised Statutes, Vol. 4, Chapter 301, Part II, desig-
natés the Department of Education and the Nepartment of Health
as the implementina’ agencies for services to exceptional children.
Fxceptional children are children under twenty years of age who:
11) deviate from the so-called normal person in physical, mental;
'social, or emotional characteristics-or abilities to such an
extent that specialized trainina, techniaues, and eauipment- are
required, (?) who,. for reason of physical defects, cannot attend
reaular pub11c schoo] classes, (3) or who are emotjonally mal- .~
adjusted or’ intellectually incanah]e of profiting from ordinary
1nstruct1ona] methods.

¥ 4 i

Special education is prov14edxby the Nepartment of Educat1on
tﬁrouqh programs in reqular. public schools, special educatien
schoo]s, and Ticensed private spec1a1 education schools by con-
thact ‘with the school district. These proarams are designed
specifically for the fo]]ow1nn administrative cateqories: G6lind,
Neaf, Rlind/Neaf, Emotionally Handicapped, Educable Mentally
petarded Hard-of-Hearing, Nrthopedicaliv Mandicapped, Part1a11y
§1qht9d¢:Spec1a1 Learning D1sah111t1es, and Trainable Mentally

%

Retarded, © Fducational services are availahle to all students of

compulsory school- age in the des1qnatéﬁ categories of“exception-

- alities. Limited 9ducaf1ona1 services are provided to preschool

students in-categories of hearind handicaps, trainable mentally:
retarded, and deaf/b11nd ’ <9rv1ce responsibilities of the
ﬂeﬁbrtment of Hnglth ‘have not beén clarified. B
Plans - @ ’ | ' o

-

The ﬁpeo1a1 Education Rranch, w$¢h thp as=1stance of the
"ana’&pmeht A 1ys(1$ Center, has bequn to develop the State Plan
for Special, Pducation. ‘There are- indications that the plan _
would include early educational Jprograms for the handicapped in
coord1paf1on with other departments and agencies. The plannina
group.are incT8ding acg vities with kev pubhlics:and officials
ta, assure ‘involvement n such areas as legislation, funding, data

collection, evaluation, ‘program implementation, and coordination. .
_Th1s n]anu1hg act1V1ty 1s expected to-te completed by late 1974.

. o / -
Needs ' - %

[ ~

: Specified needs 1dént1f1;d by the“state 1nc1ud/ (1) screen-
ing an dent1fy1ng yo4pnda, handicapped. children; ) developing :
and md%§¢a1n1ng a_central .registry of handicappéd ch11dren, and
~~(3) claFifying tfe role and responsib¥ ity 6f the Department of
Hea]tu?for pn&¥1d1ng services to, handicdpped children. )

.

T , . .. -
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Leqisﬁation and Current.Proqrams L

+ Idaho does not have general legislation fqr unq,;hand;-
cappect children. There is legislation for childcen ﬁaaf years of
_2ae, and deaf and blind children 4-21 years of age. *The primary
“"program! for the-deaf and blind childrgn is the,§‘fte School for
the Deaf .and Blind.

N R . NI

7 - . %
Plans RE '
The state is plann1ng to have 1eg1slatqon 1ntroduced for .
younqg, handicapped children in 1974. - L. /
. vy L. ] . ’
_ Needs . - o i
— A oo a T A , .
The state has specified a need for funding forwprograms for
voung handicapped children. The State Agency needs, to conduct .
-an assessment on the 0-6 age group and then use the‘re311t1ng data
to support a request for Iegislat1on and funds. ~ . .
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. | JILLINOIS

Leq1slat1on and Current Programs ’

. Article 14 of the I]l1no1s-$chooﬂ Code prOV1des comprehensive
coverage for exceptional chiddren, ages 3-21. .The “implementing, °*
" agency for léyislated programs is the 0ffice of Public Instruction
“and Public. Schools. A wide rdnge of programs and implementation
suppdrt, with the exce tign of total funding, ate provided by the
M1inois legislation which" also mandates: that all public schools
sérve handicapped children aged 3- ?1 e .

i Plans
"1~ Plans are underway to_continue the 1mp1ementat1on of pro\
* grams mandated under Artxcle 14. The following time-line is

- "projected for completing 4mplementation: 1972-73, 10% fnplemen- L.
*  tation; 1973-74, 35% 1mp1ementat1oh"1°74 25, 85% 1mp1emnntation, B »
and 1975- 76 100 1mp1eme t?tion - i

L]

v P

lleeds . ‘;f;,:‘«. ‘s . P S
. The state has specified the fo110w1n§”heeds (1) 1eg1slat1on , NS
to sérve handicapped children 0-3, (2) additional: funding for" o ;s
presently mandated programs, (3) more coordination with state /.
aqencres, and (4) planning time to deal with present and proposed
proqrams v =
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INDIANA
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"Leqislatiop. and Current Programs A *

Special Educagion in Indiana is currently being conducted. ,
primarily-under letislation contained in Chapter 396, Acts of . o/
1969, which state that handicapping conditions shall be defined . ’ /
by the rules and reaulations of the State Board of Education. . e
At present, the following conditions are specified: speech : )
handicapped, visually handicapped, physically handicapped,
trainable mentally retarded, educable-mentally retarded, hear1ng—
impaired, and emotionally disturbed. The following add1t1ons have
beehn proposed to the current.rules and regulations: multiply Ve —
handicapped, learning disabled, and severely and profound]y re-
tarded. The Indiana Department ofd Public Instruction is "the .
1mn]ement1nq agency under this legislation. .\'

¥

-

These acts also specify that schools shall .be required to ‘
provide appropriat€ education services for all handicapped cHil- T -
dren after September 1, 1973. Thus, services are mandatory for o
handicapped children ages 6-18. Services are permissable for .
handicapped children ages N-6. . .

t T
Plans S 3 o , ‘

' Plans are underwav to form. an Advasorv Comm1ttee of Early . L
Education of the Handicapped whith would be operational by.  -—- T
January 1974. This Advisory Committee is expected tg provide ¢

input into the development of priority areas of federal programs

at the state level for presthool handicapped by June 1974, and .

will he, involved in the development of a legislation program. .. I'{ 2

This latter activity is seen as an on-going process with no ’

spedific termination:point. There are over 133,000 handicapped ~
children.in the state of’ind1ana By 1973-74 schoo] year the 5
state will be serving over 95,000 of them. Plans are underway to .

serve the total group with appropriate educat1ona1 services hy . .

the 1974-75 school year. , - e

Needs ™ T A

‘ The state has 1nd1cated a need to have areas of exfstinq
legislation clarified. The specified roles of state agencies
are not clear., What agency, district, or, level has fﬁnanc1a1 .
responsibility is also unclear. ° The consequences for non- = _ . :
compliance with existing legislation needs to.be/specifieds In \g ' ‘
. addition, the state has specified needs in thé’ floltowing areas:

{1)1egistation. for ages 0-6, (2) legislation defiming handi-
._capping.conditians for aaes 0-6, and (3)- the-dgterminatiop of
fiscal and/or direct respons1b1]1ty fnr the education of all

handicapped children. /
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Legislation and Current Programs

sy

Public’schools are allowed to provide early childhood edu- . ‘
cation programs for handicapped children under chapter 281 of ~ C .

. -the lowa code. - This legislation specifiically reférs to children
under five yedrs 6f age with the following handicapping condi- . .,
tions: mentally retarded, speech-impaired, -hearing-impaired, -7
physically-impaived, vision-impaired, emotionally disturbeq, and

.+« learning disabilnties. There is legislation ‘to provide any type .
of program senvin% the Tisted handicapping conditions. - . ,

grams for young, handicapped children is placed with local and
zcounty school systgms.-” ‘Implementation of these programs has not .. -
been a pridority fori schooTs, and the degree oﬁ.implementéitpn‘hgs'. o kD
. . . been Tow. { - . . L R SN

¢ The respbnsibz;ity for implementation of educational pro- ' i

t

,Plans and Needs ! > .
i . . .
‘ The state indicgtes the next steps in planning and imple- S
' mentling early educatign programs for the handicapped are: N\
(1) distributing inforpation regarding the existing early child- R
- hood education programs, (2) requesting that the Midwest Educa- :° i \{a
K tional Resource Centef explore trainifig models' for various_pro- - -, IR
«gram designs for early childhood education, .and (3) working B '
; through the difficulties caused by a legislation provision whith -
"allows pnly approved public schools to provide programs for hand-
icapped .children under school age. . , -
‘, . v RN

.t



A KENTUCKY. . : ; o

- . - N
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Lea1s]at1on and €urrent, Programs ‘ ) .

. In 1970 the Kentucky Revised Statute 157. 200 was passed.

.Ihis legislatipnt defines. "children" as all persons urder twenty- i
“one ‘years of age. Except1ona] children, as defined by KRS, are | o
children.who differ in one or more respects from average or nor- ’
mal children in physical, mental, emotional or social character- o
istids and abilities to such-a degree that it.is 1mpract1cal or. T = T,
impdssible,for them to benefit from, or participate in, the reg-
ular or usual facilities or classroom programs of the pub]tc

-

schools in the district in which they reside. S "’ x
The Statute p]aces 1mp1ementat1on responsibility with the . . h Y
Jepartment of Education, and Specifies that: "By July 1, 1974, T .

all county and independent boards of education shall operate o
special education programs to the extent: requ1red by, and pur- ] Lo
suant to, a plan which has ‘beers approved by the .State Board, of : AR

- Educat1on after consideration of the. recommendat1ons from the O e g,
State.Task Force and the Human Resqurces Coord1nat1ng Commis- . .
sion,and-Council." At the present ‘time there ha's been no im- - .
plehentat1on of preschoo} programs for except1ona1 children. . o

T A

Plans. I T s ﬁv' o y
- i * ‘Q e
A pitot k1ndergarten program has been planned for the 1973-
1974 school year. At the present time, itiis.not known howmany,
if "any, of these p1lot programs ‘will, include exceptional ch1l-»
dren. Tt is believed; however, th&t the adopt1onrof kindergar-
ten programs for all chw]dren will make it .easier to implement
early education programs fdr-handicapped children. In addition, .
; the state plans to use funds frem Title VI, Part B to -establish e
earTy: education programs for haqﬂ1capped*ch1]dren The evalu- . .
ations received from these programs, will"be used to encourage -

*loGal school districts to 1mplement ear.ly educat1on programs for. A |
andicapped children. e \ ) L e
5 ' ' ,': .. . . . s
Need§ ‘ I Lo ' C a
The state has 1nd1cated that the present 1ec1s?at1on 1s,com- .
., Pprehensive, and the1r pr1mary needs are in the area of 1mp]emen- R &
*  tation. . , _ - e b ‘ '
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L,egriiatwn and Current® Programs . ’ .

#

. Leg1slat1gn’gassed/1n‘3une of 1973 covers except1ona] chil-
‘ dren -3ges 5-20. .This legislation includes all types. of handi-
“%tapping conditions but does not cover gifted children without any
_handicap. Implementation résponsibility has been placed with the
Maine Department of Eddtaticnal and Cultural Services.- At the
present time, gu1delvnes and Yegulations to 1mp]ement this manda-
tory legls1at1on are be1ng developed.

. , - ® \ .§ Y &
‘Plass oo . :

. . . - ¢

+
Plans ‘are und@rway to develo} legislation for early educa-
tion for young, “hanuicapped ch1]dren. This legistation will be
fntroduced into the-n%xt séssion of the legislature. Plans_are
d which wquld encourage 18sal school units
to ideNtify handicapped’ ch17dren and prov1&%~early educat1on for

o=

them: . ,}". L, B ot :

~

-

Needs 2 ;, SN . ,

EN

) The state has spec1f1qifa need for legws]at1on‘to cover all’
handicapping conditions for ages 0-5 and 20-25. In addi tidns,
the .state needs, a model, terqﬁﬁques, and-instruments to screen,
1denf1fy, and’ ﬁ1agnose needs of young, hand1capped ch;]dren
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Legislation and Current Programs -

- &Current legislation in Massachusetts provides for mandatory

- programs for kandicapped chiluren ages 5-16, and permissive pro-
grams aBove 16, except for’ ‘m:ntally retarded which has mandatory
programs to 18 years of age. The hand1capp1ng conditions covered
by legislation are: .thentally retarded; emotionally disturbed,
phy¥ically hand1capped deaf, btind, aphas1c, perceptually hand1-
capped; and speech-impaired. ' The 1mp1ement1ng agency for pro-
grams is the Department of Education, but regulations are jointly
with ‘either Merrtal Health and/or Public Health. There is pro-
posed iegislation in Massachusetts which would provide for pro-
grams fdr all hang1capp1ng conditions ages 3 to kindergarten age
and 0 to kindergarten for hearlng impaired.

Plans and Needs .

Present]y task forces in various content areas are draft1ng
proposed requlations for-a comprehens1ve spec1a1 education bill
which would give the State Department of Educatlon full reaula-
tory power over special education. The bill covers all cate-,
'gories and concitions, makes program prov1s1ons mandatory, and
includes provisions for assessment, programming, transportation,
and reimbursement policies, i.e., a total package for special
‘education. A ruling is eXpected in March of 1974.

The suate has a]most comp1eted regionalized needs assess-

ments. The results are being_and will be used to.develop a bet- _

ter. system for allocating Title VI and PL 89-313 services. All
activities are be1ng conducted by the Division of Special Educa-
tion through its stx regional offices. From these needs assess-
ment and other activities the state has specified a need for
-coordinated agency planning, to be coupled with rétrieval tech-
niques for the identification of preschool handicapped childreh
and the de11very of services to them .

W T



MICHIGAN

Legislation and Current_Programs

Legis1ation and programs for special education have existed
since the 1950's. but early educaticn was difficult until 1971
when House Bill No. 4475 was passed and approved by the governor.
Handicaps covered include, but are not limitéd to, mental; physi-
cal, emotional behavior, sensory, and speech handicaps. The leg-
is]ation covers handicapped persons 0-25 years of age. The State
Department of Education has primary.implementation responsibility,
but the 14w indicated cooperation with the Department of Menta]
Health, the Department of Social Serv1ces and other agencies.

The legislation provides for._a full range of programs and
implementation, when approval fiom the State Board of Education
has been secured.prior to their initiation. The state indicates
that full implementation of prdgrams has not been accomplished,
primarily hecause funding was not _available. Fowever, 2,260

>- preschool handicapped children are presently served by various
programs in the state.

¢

Plans p
pians are underway to organize a staff committee to deter-
~ mine what is being done in early childhood-education, to study
the aovernor's fiscal plan, and to, set up an assessment study
hopefiilly through "Headstart " These activities were expected
to be completed by summer of 1973. The iiext step in.planning . ' #‘
is-to ‘set up a state advisory committee to coordinate efforts =
for early childhood education and secure advocates for this ef-
fort. Future activities will depend on the strategy of this com- -
m1ttee - .

Needs ) < ,

None specified.

-24.- . . . K]
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Legis!:~ion and Current Programs .
A K| \

Y
H

Legislation passed in 1957 and subsequently amended pro-
vides mandatory programs for all handicapped chil¥ren ages 4 to ;
21, except mentally retarded children for which the maﬁ&ﬁtory ,
age is 5 to 21. Services to children under tHese vges is per; i+
missabie. There are two criteria (%ed to determine acceptancé s .
to special education -programs: (1) the child ‘has one or more . ¢ . - >
of the designated handicapping conditions, and (2) the child . .

/ . . .
The current legislation provides for full implementation’ of
programs and the Department of Educatian is the igiplementing _
agency. The state provides funding on a percentage basis. with a
maximum level, e.g., the state pays 50% of the cost of material- e
and supplies up to fifty dollars per child. At the present time

programs have been.implemented which are-serving 7Q0% of the ]
identified handicapped children, and the state expects 100% im- ~ -
plementation by .1977. . "

.
r

. Plans

A number of planning activities are current]y’undenway in
the state. The major planning activity is the development and

'imp]ementat1on of a system to identify all handicapped.children . v
by 197€. “Other p]ann1ng activities are expected to prdduce the ~

following outcomes: ‘increased reimbursement funding from the o
state, needs assessments conducted by school districts, evalu- . ‘

ation and program review guidelines and models developed by the
state, and increased pre-service and in-service training.

Heeds , ' :

Specified Meeds by the state include: (1) mandatory legis- o

lation for services to handicapped children birth to 21 years, . L
and (2) changes in-<the present legislation to give the Department -
of Education responsibility-for prov1d1nq the educational pro-

grams in state instjtutions. -

3
x

MINNESQTA' ).‘ 5 A ) . S\T. .

needs special instruction. ] - .
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. permission te establisti a special eﬂugat1on class. House Bill

."not known at the’present ttme, R e P
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Legislation,and Current Programs * - .3

ﬂ1ssfss1pp1 does not have legislatiom for mandatory school ' *
at*endance; however, the recent passage-of House Bj11.74 and pre- -
vious legislation provides the législative basg for delivery of - ~
services to.young, handicapped children." In addition to speci- - w2 ¢ /

Aying the handicapping conditions, this_legislation provides.up - 1ﬂ§
_to $600 toward“tuition for exceptional children to afftend special

schoo]s and provides payment for 60% of special educatioh t ch:
ers' salaries. ) fz ‘

* \

House Bill 74 specifies the prpcgdures by which parents may v
initiate programs. Five or more parents of children with simi¥
rar 1earn1ng hard1caps may petition the local school superin-
tendent who in turn asks the.State: Department of Educatsion for

74 icame into effect July 131973, and the state is beginning
80 receive requests for proqramsﬂb‘However, the fu]] 1mpaq(,r§ <

.t
& »~

Plans afe benng deveToped to request that the 1eg1slature )

;, provide support fér kipdergarten programs .for -young, handicapped

.Children. *This type of support has been.requested préviously,
And the 1eg1s]ature is expected to act by early 1974 ¢

oa -

i

Needs _ .- L . > Ll ey

L,e. )
The state has spec1f1ed a need for 1eg1§9at1ve supporg for' . o
administrative and program activities. In addition, ass&Ssments

—have identified theifo]low1ng needs: (1) kindeggartens programs,

(2) preschool evaluation of all children, and.(3) expansion of ¥
special edycation programs particularly for children who gre w f
emotionally disturbed or.have learning disabilities. .
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Legislatiun and Current Programs . !

Current legislation 'in the ’state sgecifies that the board of

,:gycation of each school district shall provide special education

ryices for handicapped children 5 years-of age or older.and may
. provide special aducatjondt services fér handicapped children un- .
“der the age of-5. This.legislation also provides that each district
" shall take, or have taken, a special census of hand1capped children
under the age’of 21 years, The State -Bodrd of Education is respon—
. ible for determin® ng: “(1) the eriteria to be used in defining_

.handicapped ch11dren,,(2) the regu]at1gps govern1ng the evaiuat1on

_and assignment of children to ‘programs;:and (3) the standards for
approval of all special educat1on prograns . S

There are J number of prodréhs ava11ab1e to young, handlcapped
children, but the mgst comprehensive coverage is at .the -kindergar-
ten 1°ve‘ An addition, there ‘are-special programs in sone public .
school districts ¥or pf@schoo],ch1]dren and some special .projects
sqrv1ng this group of, children. ~Since the legislation reférred to
in this report is very, recent, the .state expects a s1gn1f1cant shift.
in phe. pattern of serv1ces bfﬁered 5. ¥,
" Plans. . : _ o : Lo T

. a0 ”'\53 T :

Planning is underway in the following. areas (1) deye! opment‘/
antt-approval of guidelines, rules, and regulatQQns under the cur=—

- rent legislation,.(2) development of procedures ‘for initial identi-.
. fiqation of young, handicapped children,,(3) development of diag-’

nostic procedures~for the assignment of children to programs, and .
(4) development of 1nnovat1&e proaec'd0

Needs ﬁgujk\ L. Y .

~ Given the recent legislation and the actiwities current]y un-
derway relatihg to the legislation,. thg state has specified three
magor needs: '(1)'coord1ﬂat1on of presedt efforts into a compre-
_ hensive statewide needs assessment program that will identify the
hadd\caﬁped and provide information necessary for, the-delivery of
services to all young children; (2) an early screening program to
identify handicapped children ages 3-5 and a.census of all handi-
cappéd children ages birth to 21 years; (3) diagnbstic services
and curriculum materials that are based upon prescriptive teach-
1ng teehniques. . » :

«
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“and: to prOV1de services to children. Local schqol aistricts are

e
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Legislatiof and-Current Programsﬁ; e

“The state has 1eg1s]at1on te cover al] hand1qppp1ng conditions

Ny

regirired o, provide: programs, and all special education programs
must be approved by the State Depa-tment of Public Instruction.
The- State-Department of Education, upon request shall. provide
technical assistance in planming, programming, -nd other activi- ,
ties requ1red by the act. The initial, 1mp1ementat1on date is July’ .o
1974.° The cost of special education programs is te, be-shared by ’
Tocal school districts and the >tate, which will pay_L up to 90% of .- .
all excess. cost. ¢ _ N L

“ < - N [ 4 . .

-

four areas’of the hew ]eg1s]at1on represent a significant - , T

shift in the direction of the state ‘in the field of special edu- . .
. cation. First, penaities are provided for hgncompliance with re-

quirements of the act. Second, all school. boards are required. to .
report._to the State Department of Educatidn all children who reside

in the “¢chool district who would benefit from special,education

programs and to propose a plan for providing such programs. Third,

the school district shall pay an amount equal to the average per

pupil cost ,to the agency providing the educational program for every

child who is a resident of the district and attending an educational

prugram outside the school district. Finally, a due”process pro-

cedure has been established within which a parent may appeal for.a

case rev1ew to the State Department of Education. -

P]ans and Needs.

. AT p]ann1ng and needs assessmenti are-in a beginning stage
and are directed toward the . mandates of the new legislation.
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_ Legislation h@d'Current Pﬁodréﬁs .

The 1eg1§1&t1ve base for prognams in -the state, at th1§ writ-
ing, seems to be in the process of changing. Present legislation

provides comprehensive coverage for handicapping condi

~ 5 tp 21 years and fdr.deaf ch1]dren from 4 to 21 years.

legislation would lower ages covered foﬁ\g]] handtcapp1ng condi-
™ tions. Present]y, state-and;local school ‘agencies have -the're-, '
Sponsibility for "assigning children and financing programs The

;qons from

Proposed

Child ‘Welfare ‘Agency has historically been respon51b]e for pre-,
- school programs, tacilities, and care. JThe Office of Mental Re-
, tardation has ‘supportéd Child Development Centers which' primarily- -

school handicapped children.

Under present ]eg1s]at1on several hundre;\’ﬁ

1

i1dvin are, b’é‘ing .

—1

*serve handicapped children. The proposed’ legislation*weuld g1ve’
the special education agency more-direct respons1b1371y for pre--..'

*\

)“l

served; however, .the service is very uneven. . The stafa 1nd1cates :'
that if“comprehensive program coverage 1is to. make” a d1ﬁference,
“‘then qua]1ty as well as quantity must be an 1ssge*' Furthermore,
the primery issue is the availability of resources: 1f state afd/ -

or federal.funds are not increased significanttly, %hen a full.
range of qua11ty programs for all young, hand1capped h1]dreq? § a

not possible.in the immediate future.

. ? '( >
Plans j . . R |

'

t‘ A ",

:
M C7ad
’ 5.

a

Presenq effortSuare directed toward the formation of a mu1t1- ,
agency . p]ann1ng grodp which would be expetted to address the fol-
lowing issues: (]) estab]1sh areas ‘of activities and. respons1-
bitities fon various agenc1es,w(2) involve the delivery staff -in
formulating bbjectives, processes,”and criteria; and (3) develop
a 1dhg range ‘plan including an implementation strategy

fort is expected to take one year.

»

Needs e

.
~

Present needs assessment activities have produced ‘the follow- .

&

P

This ef-

.-,
A

»
.

.

ing recommendatipns:. (1) The" identification of handicapped or po-
- tentially handicapped children should emp]oy local sources such as
pediatricians, hoéplta] staff, local visiting nurses, welfare work-
ers, and ‘other sotial service agencies all working together to for-
ward information to the appropriate planning and delivery agencies;
and (Z)-New Hampshire is developing a regional multi-service system
within which the person who makes contact should assume advocacy
for the child and continue the effort until each agency part1c1pates

to the fullest extent.® ?
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T Leg1s]at1on snec1f1ca1]y requ1res eagh logal ‘school d1str1ct
;§ to- Hdent1ﬁy and clgsway a11 handicapped thildren between the ages
‘lof 5 and 20 and to provide: appropriate educational programs for
7 them. Beyond titis;, the, local public school district may identify
< ~‘and- c1as§1iy hand1capped childien b uow the. age of 5 and beyond
“e-the age .0f 20 and *y grov1ﬁe 1ate ‘educational proa'dms to
th1s group,. - There propose g1$]at1on to assufe 1mp]ementat1on
" of] presghogl programs and reéimbursedent of the costs of th-ser-
viees for andypapped ch]]dren below the age of f1ve.

V.. . 4
& programs regyired by the ex1st1ng legisdation ‘have been
. #uTly implemented.> TherE\are sgme _local districts and’ some special

., .projects wh1cq provide programs for children below the age of f1vé
- a 2 .
Plans; ' "~ . | .

_ The Governor of New Jersey has made available $500,/ 000 in ex-
tra-ordinary funds for thg Department of Education to initiate
.pilot projects for pre- -schoo] handicapped children. These funds

.- are ii.the current FY ‘1974 budget. The Branch of-Special Education

¥nd Puptl Personne‘ Services_has wpdertaken a series, of sicps to

« assist-locdl districts with the jmplementation of the pilot pro-
jects in September 1974:- At the present time, there is mo ipdi-
cation as to whethen ghese extra- ordinary funds will be continued
in FY*1975; the future of breschool &ecial education is somewhat °
dependent upon the leg1s]at1on whith has been prev1ously mentioned.

" P1lot projects for pre- §fhooﬂ aged hand1capp§d dh1]dr-n will

-+ be deve]oped w1th1n the fo]]ow1ng context:

fUnds have been set Aside for the.emplayment of con-.. =
" . .sultant in pre-school.Bducation for the handicapped tq .
.- help the Branch of SpecWaT Education and Pupil Per’son--*
) ".nel Servicas: coordinate 1mp]ementat1on of pitot pro-
‘*‘ :_ Jects and of prograws to‘be déveloped in the future.

2, aA pasrents tra1n1ng component has. been set up in’ cooper- = ‘
ation with Rutgers University.. This component will Ml
assume respons1b1]1ty for 1mp]ement1ng and developing
. of a two- fo]d parent- tra1n1ng program.

-~
EY

" v (a) The program will assist parents whose -children are
enrolled -in funded pilot projects.

» (b) The program will assist parents who have pre'school
aged handicapped children who are not enrolled in
., pilot projects.: (It is anticipated that a minimum
s of 400 parents will be involved.)
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:will 1dent1fy additional needs - A

~

< . “

3. Four major pilot progects will be funded to serve as

- demonstraticn centers. These proaects will be strategﬂc— :

ally located throughout the State so that they may became
arenas for change, as well as agents for providing
technlcal and cqgnsultant assistance to other pilot pro-
R gects *in the1r lated geographic regions. 3
4. A suff1c1ent unber of- p1lot projects wilY be fundad to
provite direct and indirect 'services to a limited number
of preschool aged hand1capped children in each of the *
. twenty-one’ counties in New Jersey. I% is antft1pated
that approx1mately five percent of these c }ldren nfay, be.
provided services through th]s extra- ord1nary budget
appropr1at10n RS
Needs ¢ . . /
Present leg1slat1ve needs could be met through passage of '
the legislation previously referred ‘to in this report. -.The idep-
tification of other.needs isgnow in progress. The Depa.anent df
Education, Commissiofer's Advisory Council for the. Hand1capped/
has a Committee concernhed with early education for the handicapped.
This Committee is a cogrdinating agency as well as an advisory
- group, and ‘their specific target is an estimated 12, POO preschool
aged handicapped children. It is expected that th1s Comm1tt§e

- -

¢
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Leg1s]at1on and Curreut Prqgrams ' LN - !

- Spéc1a1:educat1on for youngh hand1capped ch11dren is now con-'

L duc;ed under” the~prévﬁsnons of\ ouse Bil}l 360, passed ‘in-the first

.session o the 3]st legislatuxe in 1)73. The implementing agency .
“for. prog?ams is the State Department of Education. The legislation
- providés mandatory serv1ces foér .all children.who have attained

the'ir sdxth birthday prior to § ptember 1 of the school ‘year. Par--

‘.« sentsor other groups may requeSt services for’ ages- be1ow 6, but

servfces are not mandated -at this time. = -,

s
,a\

£ar1y ch1Tdhood ed, cat1qp is defIned as pre e1ementary pro-

grams-which are estpr15hed:by‘1oca1 schbolsdistiicts. * The *legis=~
1at%oq does not make' attepdepce to these programs mandatorys;.how=_ -
evér, tie-Department. of Eauc t1on has been mandated to provide ag »
annuval report of e§T5t1ng néeds. - Early childhgod programs are toy -
be, progressively phased in, with full implementatioh by Septembe 1,
1977 ~ The State has provided; $800,000 for the‘?1r§t phase, which -~
is’ to ‘take.place during the. 1973-1974 academic year. These fuqu

.

© will\be used primarily to estab]wsh regular k1ndargarten pragrams.

THese funds do not have a port1on of them which i% spec1f1ed for
‘the edugatTOn'of young< hand1capped ch11dren

w’ans

L -

o ’ N °
-

The State is devé10p1ng a p]an for the de]19ery of special edu-
cation serv1ces ‘Th p%an includes, but'does not specifically plan
-for, the deJ1very of "services to pre-school handicapped children.
“The delivery of services to young, handicapped children, due to In-
adequate ‘funds, has a Tow pr1pr1ty

‘e ?

e . b b '
. v L .
2 t

A

Needs - coLo

A ‘committee of parents, ‘educators, and community leaders re-
ported that the single most critical problem facing Special Educa-

% tion in New Mexico genera]]y was the idefitification of children who

needed special educatxon .services and the determination of what’
kinds of services are needed by this group. In addition, the spe-
cial educat1on of -pre- sc@oo] handlgapped ch11dren needs both a leg-
islative and a f1nanc1a1 base. . ¢ .
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f Legislation and Current,Programg

Pre-school programm1ng within .the public sector is, at this
- time, a non-mandated service, except for _blind, deaf, and deaf/’
blird children. The law states that deaf ch11dren<35 young. as(3
are 'eligible for state supported prograni. Blind children-are
eligible for pre-Schopl programming in State operated and State
supported schools for the blind. In September 1973, -pre- ~school
programming for orthopedically hadﬁ1capped three and four- - year ,
old children will be initiated at the Human, Resourte School -in \
Albertsan, Long Island. The tounty and the-State Education-De-
partment are equally sharing the costs—of this program. Addi-’
 tionatly, New York City provides schools for deaf- children betwe®n
" the ages of.2 year$ and 8 months. Approximately half ofithe cost
of this education is prOVaded by State funds, Leg1s]at1on passed
in 1973 authorized school districts to provide ihstructidn-for
* mentally handicapped ch1]dren (w1th I.Q. of ]ess than 50) from
ages 3tod. | . e

£ The state has a number of programs for prarschool hénd1capped ’

¢hildren, too many to make a specific 1isting desirable, However,

according tQ a recent study, only on@-haLf of ‘the handicapped -

children in the state are enrolled in school programs. The time-

- line -for 1mp1ementat1on of services to.all. ch11dr%n is f1ve years.
s

P]a s - » -\) N : ~ . ™

t

. N -
. oThe state has been d1v1ded into 13 reg1ons Planning is now

and to establish d1agnost1c, prescr1pt1ve, and support services
within the® 13 regions. These activities are expected to be com-
pleted by June 1974. By January.1975, the state expects to ‘have
established early childhood education programs in regional educa-
~tion centers and in large urban centers. In addition, statewide .
planhing for deaf and blind childrenais expected to be comp]eted .
by September 1974. , - . -
k;. . . .
Needs - \ ;* : ",“
vghrst, recently through the efforts of a statew1de task\fbrce,
extensive data collection took place regionally. Bata were gol- H
ected on all types and ages of-handicapped children im order to«asf
“'certain the numbers, types,*andslocat1on of thése.Mildren. In‘ad- . .
dﬂt1on data were collected'on the programs, manpqﬁerm and resource ¢
" needs necessary' for dealing with -problems with¥n each of the regions
and recqmmendat1ons were made for action at ;he state ]evel
Secdnd a priority need for the future will be the 1ocaqnqn 3‘
diagnosis, and progranming for pre-school handicapped childr
In addition, the state has specified a.need for legislation and,
funding support to prov1de a var1ety of;programs for hand1;apped
children from birth to age 21. s e

2 3 . ] e
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underway to develop’a state plan for education of the handicapped i/ '



. vide-services ‘for all presghool handicapped‘children other than -

* NQRTH CAROLINA « “

y

jLegL§1atipn and Current Progranms

Services for young, handicapped children naw operat€ under
the provisions of Education for Hearing Impaired Childven' ¥n the
Public Schools: PL 115-315.1, 1969. The implementing agencies .for
this legislation are the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
the State Board of Education, and North Carolina Public Schools.
Legislation introduced, but not yet,passed, in the 1974 session of
the North Carolina General.Assembly would permit local school build-
ings to adopt rules and regulatiens permitting kindergarten and
third grade pupils to attend scHob] for Tess than six hours per
day. The:proposed legislation is not restricted to the handicapp-
ed, but would include any handicapped children in"the programs.
Existing legislation makes it possible for first and second grade -
children- to attend school fer less than six hours per day.

Implemented during the 1969-70 schoo]ygar,'this.legislaqion '
is permissive rather than mandatory:and provides coverage for pre-
school age, hearing-impaired children (including both deaf "and-hard-
of-hearing) between the ages of one .and six, and for hard-of-hearing
children of school age. Also provided are education programs for

hearing-impaired children in public-day schools, andﬁidentificaﬁiﬁh oo
.and professional evaluation of preschool chitdrén whg?pave impair-

ed hearing. LY e

) -

A numbqr'of other programs serve young handicapped children; -

there' are ‘programs_for school age .children (ages 6-8) with various
handicaps, .and programs for over 550 children ‘(ages 0-8) with var-

ious handicaps. Under Title IV-A of the Developmental Disabilities
Services Act, there are 57 'day care centers (primarily private ‘non- "

profit) serving -6ver 900 mentally retarded preschool age children.

'
)

Plans T e Sy
_ The Sfate did not ‘identify any specific plans.” ', .
Needs S o o o '

A J

The State erhtiffed‘a need for legiﬁjation:which would ‘pro-
those who are hearing-impaired and covered under the existing leg-"
islation. - . e - -
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Legislation and Current Programs 5 : 4 T i

The state has g _legislative mandate‘tq’provide servi€é§ to
all handicapped children school age to 21 years. There.is per- > . _ .
missive -1égislation for kindergartens.at the local level -and for - * '
programs. for the gifted. The pénmissive legislation does, not -
specify programs or funding for young, handicapped.chijdrén:-f~ " ‘x
: ‘ . . et e LT,
Therg are a variety of programs for yodng,‘hdhdicappedwchij-~” P
. dren in the state which are housed in a variety of agencies, e.g.,. = .,
.- programs-are funded. by public schools and state Social Services ~-*. - ° A
Department and iby private, state and federal ‘agencies.’,:A precise S .
statement is not available on the number of young,. handipapped . - ¢
_children being®served or the 3ize of the group not beirg served., T S
. , P R N s . .-
Plang Lt ) 30 - c o .
. . s R ’ A S . - g
- The state has specified tﬁawfollqﬁﬁng next‘steps?in planning: <« . .7 . T3 .
* (1) by June 1974, to develop with .other agencies a mutually “agreed - Lo
upon sharing.of funttions and responsibilities for separate as- *. e
pects- of preschool evaluation-and program planning and evaluatien; =
(2) by July 1974, to develgp a recdmiendéd geries of procedures” - °
for school districts«té use ™n identifying children at the pre= . L
school level -with special needs, and to help the schdol districts S, e
include thgse'prbcédurés and’ﬁnterageﬁgy cqoperation in their local . ™" ", = g
special education. plans;’ (3) ‘by November 1976,  to deyeTop a pré- = .’ - .
school education package for consideration by the 1977 legislature » -~
based on 15 months.of study of identification, -frograms, staffing, - -* = =
_evaluation, and funding., . . S - o "

> .
4 v oy

. Needs . IR .. . T ! A '
yy ; . ) e S .

The state‘haswsggcifjed°tﬁé fd1 lowing needs: “ (1) legislation

for all yourg, handicapped children from birth to.f years includ-

. ing provisions for -specification of the responsibility of individ-
."ual agencies, and a full range of ‘programs with implementation C
.authority; .(2) a system for identifying and ‘programming for pre~ .~ . «
school ‘childrenr; and (3) funding which would stimulate activity in ™

..identification of need, acceptance of the idea of.seryice to pre-

'school childier, and staff development.’ " ot .

- . . B M » o.‘."a,



OHIO ° . s YT

o Leg1s]at1an and Current Programs

- “Section 3323.011° of éhe Ohio Revised Code mandates. that each .
$choo? district must have a plan approved by the State ‘Board of ~

« Jfducation which provides for the necessary identificatien, place-

* . “ment, programs, and'services:for all handicapped children of school
age. Other ]eg1s1at1on mandates that each school district must -
orfer‘k1ndergarten programs by, September 30, 1975. Section 3323.01:

C T el R.C. “authoiizes classes for deaf or blind children over the age of
“three, and for'physically, emotionally, or mentally handicapped
ch11dren over the age‘of five. This legislation authorizes that-,
exper1menta1 classeés and services may be approved by the State

. . .~'Board of Education for-handicapped cf:ldren from birth: and prov1des

_h_‘;_.—‘ . -authorization for support1ve and special instructional, serv1ces,

: .. 5 1nclud1ng counse11ng service to parents. .. ) .
Baged dn pepu1at1on estimates, 1nc1dence rates, and present
‘services ava1]ab?e to- pre-schaol handicapped children in pub]1c
school classes in 1973, the state estimates that it is serving in
. pubTic school classes, (1) 41.7 per cent of the 3, 4, and 5 year
. 01d-childres who are deaf or hard of hearings (2) 36 5 per. cent of
the visually impaired 3, 4, and 5 year olds; (3) 48 per .cent_of the
ddaf and blind children ages bjrth to 6 years" (4) 48 per-.cent of )

O ‘the crippled children who are 5 years old; (5) 0.1 per cent of the

\ . 5 year-old children who are ‘educable mentally retarded. and (6) 0

\\ "per c#Mt of the 5 year-old children with some learning disabi? 1ty
on behavioral dissrder: Young, handicapped children other than
those previousiy listed could not. be served until the 1973 revision
of the Ohio Code.. Experimental programs.are .now authorized, but

. '\ne approp§1at1ons "have been made for the FY 74 and FY 75,

P‘ . ) . . L

¢

» -

, . \ Dhio "has developed plans for early childhood programs and ser-
W o, vices for handicapped children. Full implementation of these plans
° - Mill depend op 'the ava11ab1]1ty of funds. The greatest need in
B . funding\at the present time (jn order to proceed with the plans) is
for staff membérs.. For a1mos% three years the Division of Special
Education. has had atask force on _earty€ducation with the following
‘ ob;ect?veyi (1) to keep~a~tﬁFFent information file on. 1eg1s]at1on,
appropriatTons, approved projectoy--and federa™ and state priorities)
) and to communicate such information to appropr1ate school, parents,
. .. and departmenx persupnel, (2) to prowide a review process for enws- .
« j _ °+ couraging and evaluating .early childhood propesa]s from Ohio; (3) to*
' ' encourage e11g\51e agencies to submit appropriate application§;
(4} to\ass1st sehool districts who have submi tted proposals to
- other agdencies, w1§hout success, -tor rewrite them Sn terms’of Title,
A III. Title VI-B, "and other federal funding sources; (5) to monitor -
L -ur1y childhoed proaects which have been funded and, {6) to assist
" \‘ --school djstrfeét -in exploting early ch1]dhood programs based on re-
cently passed 1égl§ﬁa§1on ‘

- ' - *
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A ‘number of planning activities and ‘other actions’ important

to early childhaod programs for hardicapped children in Ohio have

. * taken p1acg -oF are, planned. In August 1973, the Ohio Legislature
_ . changed existing law to permit experimental ear]y education classes

-, and services. A similar bill- aldp recommended by the State Board

" Was signed intd law making k1ndergarten programs mandatory. For

1974, $60,000 of state' teacher training fupds has been committed
for- ear]y childhood pregrams in school psychology, and. 1n 1975 the

vn1vers1ty will pick up this program

Section 3321.100 of the 0h1o Rev?sed Code mandates that each
school” district have an approvable plan to ‘meet the needs of all
handicapped children of legal school age. These plans will include
programs’ based an- incidence f1gures *(including verified children
for. Tow incidence programs) in all areas of the handicapped. 'Ex-
‘trapolations have been made from-these incidence, f1gures to estimate
the numbers of preschéol children needing service, and the legal |
age preschool th11dren\st111-néed1ng services. Plann1ng for Sec-
‘tion 3323.011 is * needs assessment and .extrapolations” have been

"+ made For preschoc eseds. Om the baS1s of national and state re-
. search, thé state'. s assisted school districts in applying for
federa] descretionary funds to support progqpms .
P In program ‘implementation An the,ﬂow 1n51dence areds.a high
prionity continues for fund1ng classés for deaf and blind 3 to 5°
year olds, and for .funding primgry- (GxBQes K—;) tlasses for crip-
pled children. For EMR and learning disabilities, priorities are
at the primary grades; thus, ear]y ch11dhood has & reﬂatlve}y 1ower

pr1or1ty . ) B w Ty ¥;
Needs

s
- - . o PN . LY

. The state has -identified needs in two major .areas: (1) leg-
isTation to provide services to all y~ung, handicapped children,
and (2) sufficient funding to develop dnd provide. programs for =~ 't
young, handicapped children. In addlszn, the state has indicated
a need for gdeveloping a state master plan for rthdren below the
,current mandatory schoo] age.

¢ '
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“primary implementation need is funding. s . ;

. -

OKL AHOMA : . 5

Legjslat1on and Current Programs

*

.

Legislation provides a base for services to deaf .hard of
hearing, blind-and partially sighted children ages 2 to 21. Chil-
dren with other handicaps are provided services from ages 4 to 21) T
The legislation provides for all types of programs and specifies_ ‘
the State Department of Education as the implementing agency. ' L B

Prbgrams are now funded to meet approximately 50 per cent of . LT
the needs of the legislatively defined groups,-and it is projected

“that services will be fully implemented to this group by 1980." .

The time line for 1mp1ementat1on, however, could shift because the |

» . -

P]ans ¢ jJ oo

. Plans ‘are available, or p1ann1ng is underway, in the fo110w1ng t -
areas: ‘(1) model programs for early education to young,°hand1capped '
children, to be completed by July 1974;- (2) implementation of 300 S
new units for-each of the next three years; (3) the dévelopment of . .
diagnostic and prescriptive teaching units to be initiated in 1973;
and (4) the cdntinuation of program implementation as funds become .- .°
available. - C . =

A number of .needs assessment activities are béing planned-in - . /-

the state, the most comprehensive of which involves all local edu- o
cation associations working within their communities to arrive at . Y
a total needs asseSsment for the local communities. T R -

~

Needs T R .

« l.
l‘f

The &tate has spec1f1ed the following needs: (1) additional )
funding to meet the’ full-service mandate; (2) authorization and, v Sy

*funding /for ‘teacher .training; and (3) support in developing and

maintaining a unified, comprehens1ve~system for keeping records on .
all, hanﬂacapped children. .
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X

I
| , o -

” .



PENNSYLVANIA : '

Legis}étisa and Current Programs ’ ‘

At the present ¢ime, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is un-
able to provide programs.and services to pre-school handicapped -
children, unless they‘tome under Pennsylvania School Law in Sec-
tion 1376-13. This legislation providéz for the cost of tuition
and maint~.ance in approved schools of children with the following

blind,-deaf, cerebral palsy, brain damaged

handicapping conditions:
or muscular -dystrophy, and social or emotionally disturbed.

L\ < Plans .
. . : . ey /;re

The major areas of concentration in pre-school activities
designed ‘o implement model and pilot projects in the intermedjate
units in the state. These model and pilet projects are expected
to answer the many questions which the state has regarding’ future

In addition, these model and pilot projects qré expected

planning.
to provide strategies for the implementation of pre-school programs.

/

»

" Needs

has funded 29 pre-school projects a year in the intermediate unit
. using Title.VI-B funds. The state indicates that this method of
impacting on young children has been a successful way of determin-
ing needs such as: contract procedures, coordination of agenc1es,
<identi¥ication of ‘children, cost analysis, fatilities, and staff-
. ,ing. The state nas also identified a specific need for comprehen-
: sive 1eg1s]at1on across all hand1capp1ng conditions for pre- school

"o ch11dren in public and private agencies.

‘

‘¢

During the past five years, the Division of Sbecia]iEducatjonh
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) Legis]atioﬁiand Cu;tent Pregrams o _ _ i

- The state has mandatory legislation to establish programs for
handicapped children in the public schools. Children are eligible
for services from ages 6 to 21 inclusive, except for ch11dren w1th
hearing impairments who are e11g1b1e at age four. -

*The South Carolina Department of Education has a time schedule
with respect to full 1mp1ementat1on, however, there is some quest1on
as to when the mandate will be in effect since a five year pdan is
required of each local district. A1l Tocal school™districts have-
submitted five year plans to :the itate office and update these ,
plans each year W1th a report of present status and future plans.
Plans

_None specified.
Needs «

None specified. , .
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SOUTH DAKOTA

ial

\

Legislatidn and Currénf Programsn < . i
Programs and sepv1ces for except1?:;; children are requlated
h

by SDCL, Chapter 13-37. This law, which/became effective July 1,
19A9, places the responsibility for programs for. exceptional
ch11dren with the local school district. Authority for programs
and services cdomes form the Division. of Elementary and Secondary
Education. Coverage of this law. is for children 0-21, who, be-
cause of pnysical and/or mental condat1on< are not prov1ded for
in. the usudT school sett1nq

~

There are a number o0f programs serv1ng preschool children,
Under the 1ég1slat1on, preschool programs at the rate of three to
five each year are to be 1mp1emented beginning in 1974.

“Plans ) : . v

South Dakota is in the process of developing a comprehensive
plan for statewide education to young, handicapped ¢hildren.
"This plan is comprehensive up to and including a timeline for _
full implementation of services to all handicapped children.

-

Needs : .

The state has identified their primary need as the funding

to support the comprehensive plgn;for young, handicapped children.
. -~ © - . '

AN
»
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TENNESSEE

Leg1slat1on and Current Programs ' . ;

Recent legislation has mandated programs for-all handica ped.
children ages 4 through 21 except deaf children (ages 3 to 21?

for whom programs have been provided by earlier legislation.’,

This ‘previous legislation specified the age coverage as schooT

age to .21 years,/ except deaf children for whom programs were to

be prov1ded from'3 to 21 years~ Because of some confusion of

terms in the new legislation and a question about the constitu-

tionality of that legislation, programs now opeirate under both .
the new legislation and the previou$ legislation. N

Understanding the nature of the legislative situation is a =
5 condition for understanding current -programs in the state. Pro-
grams and services provided under the previous legislation are
fully implemented to the extent of.available funds. ‘Other
] activities, related to the new legislation have also begun, such
as the identification of ¢hildren; staff, facilities, and evalua-
tion procedures. However direct services to. chT1dren are being
offered under the mew legislation only on-a limited special pro-
_Ject basis. At this wr1t1ng Titigation was in progress. What
y impact that litigatiomwill have on programs and planning 1n .
Tennessee we dare not speculate. ¢ e >,

o

Plans - v

~=UPYans are underway to continue the implementation of garly -
childhood programs for exceptional children. Activities have
¢ been planned and initiated in the following areas: (1) surveys
of children, personnel, and facilities, (2) teacher training,
(3) special grants to provide services, (4) progisions for local {
.- supervision, (5) evaluation and diagnostic services, (6) plans
Y. developed by the local education agency,-and (7) cooperative
v undertak1ngs which are being explored and developed for the pro-
v1s1on of services. . . ,

The state has plans for the following three ouicomes: (1) -
by 1974-75 handicapped children will be in regular kindergarten
programs and resource personnel needed to make it a success will
be provided; (2) by 1980 a pre-kindergarten program for severely
handicapped children will be develdped; and {3) by 1980 all
teachers of grades K-3 will be requ1red to develop expertise in. .
programming” for handicappéd children in their classrooms. . , ‘ !

A
Y

Needs

Specified needs identified by the state include: (1) the
clarification of existing.legislation and evaluation of recent
reorgan1zat1on at the state level; (2) development of an infor-
Lacion system to receive, c]ass1fy, and redirect information;

(3) development of evaluation procedures for all- levels of ser-
vice (e.g., state, regional, 1ocal programs), and the progress of
children; (4) 1mprovement of pre- and in-service training for
teachers; (5) increase in funding; and (6) improvement of exist-
[ERJﬂ:‘ - ing facilities p]anned to meet, the needs of the hand1capped

g : TR 4"'
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© VERMONT . (\

feaislation®and Current Programs

Leqislation 16 YSA 2944-45 specifies.that services can be
provided for any child inhabitant of the state, under 21 years,
whose educational needs cannot be jadequately provided for through the
usual facilities and services of public schools, school districts /
. or state. institutions because of physical or mental deviations.
This legislatidn prov1des for a variety of programs, including
early education, commissioner designated schools, and instruction
for temporarily or permanently homebound or hospitalized, and
prov1des gramnts for some ‘programs. The State Department of Edu-

.~ cation is the implementing agency; however, the respons1b111ty .

for the education of institutionalized children is not clear.
Services to young, handicappéd children have not been mandated
by this 1eq1s]at1on .

The state is in the second year of a ten year plan which is
intended to provide comprehensive services for all handicapped
children. There are a variety of-programs currently offered: &
the state specified some 13 programs or projects serving more than
200 preschool children. This listing, we believe, was representa-
tive of the range of programs. rather than a total 11st1ng of
current programs. g .

¥

" Plans.

Within the ten year plan for comprehensive education, the
state specified the development of the following: (1) more
definitive guidelines for measurabTe definitions of handicaps by -

.November 1973; (2) gu1de11nes for program p1ann1ng, particularly -
the types of programs that would- be appropr1ate for state fund1na
by January 1974; and (3) a funding plan that is, coord1nated‘w1th
program development by February 1974.

Needs

a—t

TA spec1a1 prOJect completed in 1972 reponted (1) the num-
ber. of ' Vermont children 0-6 (births 1966-1971 was 46,930); (2) -

the number of documented handicapped age 0-6 wes 488; and (3) °~ - s
the. number: of handicapped age 0-€& served in full time,programs . .
was 171. Thé& state assumes there are many more hand1capped P
children and that there is a need to dévelop techn1ques to /

E]

identify them.
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,, , VIRGINIA .
/ +

In 1972 the Gendral Assemi 1y of V1rg1n1a (Senate Bill 143,

E N
Legislation and Current Proqrams

" 22- 9.1) mandated the ard of Education ’ ‘jointly and in coopera- .
_tion with each school division" to assume the respons1b111ty for’

educating all handicapped children ages 2-21 residing -in the
state. This legislation prov1des coverage for all handicapped
children except those who are deaf and hard of hearing; these
children are covered by legislation pa'ssed in 1970.

In the 1972 legislatipn.special éducation is defined as
classroom, home, hospital, institutional, or. other instruction
designed to meet the needs of handicapped children. It is also

" the transportation,.and corrective and supporting services re-

quired to help handicapped children take advantage of, or respond
to, educational programs and opportunities. Programs-under this
1eg1s]at1on are to be 1mp1emented by the 1976-77 school year.

There is 11tt1e 1n€ormat1on current]y ava11ab1e at the state
level -on programs for young, handicapped children. However, it
is known that the response to mandated legislation in
1970 increased early jntervention programs for the:deaf or
hear1ng impaired; some parent groups have established pre-school

programs, for the partigular except1ona11ty they represent; three

projects funded under the provisions of P.L. 91-230 Title VI~C,~
Early Education for Hand1capped ‘Children, have been operatioi.alj;
and at least one school division has lowered-its entry age below
that of age required for enrollment<in kindergarten programs.

Plans .

Virginia is developing a comprehensive state plan for the
education -of young handicapped children. This plan is intended
to reflect the overall goals of the state concerning its young
hand1capped popu]at1on to provide a program of at least
minimum service to every handicapped child below age 5, and to °

.encourage the development of & comprehensive range of services

to appropriately meet the needs of young, handicapped. children.

" The 'state expects to_have the plan completed and approyed by

the end of 1973. Assum1ng the completion and approvdl of -the
state plan, two major steps are planned: (1) to develop by

. August 1974 the program and: «to train the personnel .in each schogT’

division to implément the program; and (2) to develop the mecha-
nism for full impiementation of serv1ces to. young, handicanped
ch1]dren by Septemher 1975. .7

-44-
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Needs

.

The state 1nd1cates needs assessment activities in the
following ardas: . \ T .

1.

~ tion on .CP and MR children in terms of* age, degree

The State Department .of Education is seeking formation°'
on the type and extent of handicaps among chil en'ages ' .
2 to 21. z .

ot

The Deve1opment D1sab111ty Agency 1is co11ect1ng 1n o;ma-
handicap, aud services provided.

The Mental Health and Mental Retardation agenc1és are\\\
co11ect1ng information on-the population in State ; s
Schools in verms of the needs to be met for de-1nst1tu- \\

tionalization. \\ .

The {local school divisions are deve1epjn§ a five year
plan\yhich includes needs assessments of their dis;ricts.

()
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_use in p]ann1ng
‘ vey of needs of éarly childhood'age children; and (2)/the Inter-

VEST VIRGINIA
) S

- -,
Ly, +

C¥G1slat1on and Furrent :Programs ";{3-

- “\ m
. ‘teg1<1ation Article 20, section 18-20-T through sectien
18- 20 5, provides for mandatory programs ~for schoo) age (7-16)

hand1capped children. This legislation péimits. services to chil- ~

dren ages 3-21. . The handicapping conditions covered v this
legislation are comprehensive, and the stqte super1nte“dent has
been aiven authority to identify and approve’ programs for ch11-

deen who might have been .included by the legislation. :The pn1mary

implementation agencies are the State Board of Ediftation and/ the
Division of Special Education. :The Board of Educdtion .of each
_county -is responsible for providing educat1oﬂ31 facili 1es,

" equipment, services, and for 1dent1fy1ng and diagnosing handi=
-capped children. The county Board 6f Education’is reqU1red to
submit to the State Superintendent , an annual repoYt on a]ﬂ
spec1a1 education act1v1t1es . <

/ @
/

N A Fall. range of programs are to be 1mp1eméhted fon the schoo]

age’ gopulatlon starting September® 1, 1974. Informat1on is
available on the fotjowing preschoo] programs: (1) .two home--
bound programs serve apout fifty preschodl -handicapped. children;

and (2) there are services to an unknowm number oftpreschqol <

chitdren with learning disabilities.  The state has identified a
. number of dther special education p;ojects, but information-is
not available on the number of,preschoo1 hand1capped ch11drenr
served by these prOJects .

¢ Y-

. v

r

P1ans o A - v L

The state present]y uses the annua] report from” each county

o

board .of education as.onhe sourcg of data for planning. .In addi- -

t1on, the following sources of data w111 soon be available for
?1) *the Department of Welfare s making a sur-

Y

agency Coupcil fox ChiTd Development Services is engaging in
program deve?opment aﬁd identification -of hand1capped ch11dren
0 to 6 years. . . e

+ N v,
. 2 .
eeg : 3 o o
.

None'specifjed.

e
H
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R OWISCONSIN . - .
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J . .l’ v " : ) 5
Legiélation and .Current Programs: ~ {
LegiSlation (Chaptér 89} Laws of 1973) requires tha edhca-\ B

-~

. - . ' ‘ -
/ " v

tional programs are to be made available to all children between
. the ages of 3-and 2T, years with exceptiqpal educational needs. »
A child with exceptional educational peggg is any child who has - °
< ‘a'mental, physical, emgtional, or learning disability which, if -
* the full.potential gf the thild is to be attained, requires - . |
eductational serviceg‘%éfﬁuppltment or reglias regylar education.
¥

The law lists specifdc handicapping ccondit n§ and’gives .to the
‘state superintendent the authoxi o~ determ

cappjng conditions. - . ~

- kd - / L}

*

ine other handi-

‘This law also stidulaféﬁ that’ the Depdrtment of; Public

Instruction 7¢ to be responsihle for the supervision, coordina- -

tiom, and ognningof special education, including; the, develop- " -
ment of.an annual exceptional educationa},needs plan. This L2
needs plan s to pe developed from the individwal, Tocdl educa- - °
tional agency's needs plan which must be filed annually.-” The

"' implementing agency for.speciayseducation s the Divf&fon of

Handicapped Children which will be working with thé@g agencies at

‘the loca] level: School Distriets, Cgpperative Edutational - ,

Service Agency,.and Céunty Handicapped Children's Education B

Board. . _ L., T D
o , . ) n, Sl .t .

\$d The following;types of special education programs are_pro- *

vided hy-the legislation:  spécial physical pr occupg¥ionaly™ . .

therapy servites, ih—seﬁvicﬁ'trhﬁning, special schools, sections .

within schools, ¢r.other roved progpams, homé instruction,

family counseling services ‘to train Wiembers.of ‘the child's s

family, gnd suiimer or’ yéar-vound programs. ..In addition, the ' L.
1a§%£:?;§25 the programs to’employ certified teachers, e

cer ed profestionals or para-professionals-on a fullor ¥ - \. .
" part-time basis. . o . . . \\\

Since the legislation is recent, 1973-74 is to be a planning
year.. Full implementation is expected by 19753 however, there
have been implementation activities. Some programs, of the '
types previously listed, have been implemented, but not’ in all"
school districts. There are a number of pilot or model programs
and projects within the state, with over 50 readily identified .

by the state. However, the ergnt %o which these programs over-
lap«with other effortg, and the number of children‘iserved by ‘the
efforts of local, state, and federal projects are not readily .,
available. . . L . e

Presently, two universities are involved in traifhing teach-
ers in the field of preschool handicapped.. The University of
Wisconsin--Milwaukee has a special grant *for this purpose. The

" University of Wisconsin--Stout (Menomonie) has a $pecial project
each summer for ‘training teachers of the mentally retdrded in
preschool activities. In additiony University of Wisconsin--
Whitewater is exploring the possibility.of ‘training teachers for
preschool handicapped childfen. ) ) g '
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Plans e . L ‘
] © The state s developing plans for full implemertation ‘of pro-
* grams by 1975. It is assumed. that much of this effort will be
directed toward the clarification and codrdinjtion of plans .
déveloped' at the local level. However, details of-the*planning-
effords were not available. .’ : - .

- -
.
' v . L)

Needs ~ ! . ‘ A o omey

. e state has 'specified that there is a need for overall® ™’

- schoo] children. . The Advisory Committee to Early Childhood to the
* State Department of Public Instruction ‘recently submitted ‘a posi-
. tion¥paper which streSsed:'the need for coordination. The following
procedures were listed by the,state to identify needs: " (1).the
annual school census which is.veported to the Department’of _ - .
> Public Instruction ineludes handigapping conditions of all.chil-
dren; " (2).at1 congenijtal disabi]i%@ggware Tisted by state kaw on
binth cértificates, and capies of these come to the “Pepartment
of Public Instriiction; and- 3). eachlocal. education -agency 16 - °
required to-file annuglly a neegds assessment for its own community.
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Legislation and Current Programs ' (g

s

-~

WYOMING

. . . .
y . " N 4

.,

’ ‘ ~
Present legislation for the eduCat1on of hand1capped chil~ *
dren covers; ages 6 ‘to 20 years. Hand1chpped children of kinder-
darten age residing in school.districts’ which“have kindergartens
‘dre also covered by the. 1eg1slat1on However, kindergarten pro-
‘grams are not mandatory in the state.:

'Swnce the educat1on agency-does not haveﬂeither the authority

or the responsibjlity fop preschoo] education for_handicapped
- children, most of the services t¢ this group are prov1ded by
-other agenc1es.QP by'apecma1 projects. This s1tugt10n makes it

"very difficult to :determine how many young, handicapped children

Care be1ng served and-what kind of services they are receiving.
. However, there is some-information about available p?bgrams for
°* preschool thildren with commun1cat1on handicaps. Among-the

programS'vn ‘the state which serve this-groyp are: the University
of WyoMing“Communicative Disorder Program, the Laramie. Pre-School
Language Classroom, the Wyoming School for the Deaf, the Stride
Learning Center in Cheyenne; and the Univebsity of Wyoming Speech
and Hearing Clinic. In-addition, there are approximately 300
preschool ‘children served’ by Menta] Health/Mental Retardation-

"Servicess These services plus services .provided by Day Care

centers reflect the extent of present <information concern1ng ser-

. v1;es to young, handrcapped ch11dren

1
b

Plans .. X - .o <

In 6rder te identify gaps and weakiesses in existing ser-
vides, the state has completed a survey of resources:for- schobdl-

.age handicapped children. Plans are to continue present needs

. of young, handicapped.children and resources for providing'ser-
vices to that group. The state plans to draft legislation“to

assessment ®ctjvities in greater detail, including identification

¢

futly accommodate young, -handicapped children. . - s
Cor ’

& €,

VNeéds ‘ ’ - o ¢~

u

The primary and most urgent need is for 1eg1s]at1on to pro- )
v1de serv1ces ‘to yoUng, handicapped ch11deen -
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