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HCW TO COPE WITH THE TRANSIENT CHILD

The transient child is characterized by many forms of
behavior, seemingly dependent on the degree of ﬁobiiity,
‘membeféhip in a minority group, stability &f the home environment,
and a multitude of other factors which affect all youngsters,

< . . ‘. » !6@

For the sake of this discussion, let us break transients

" into two distinct Zroups:
1) The true MIGRAKT, & child who trevels with
his parents,. relatives, or friends from one
location to another in a fairly well-defined
pattern 30 as-to follow a specific Job=group,
produce-harvest, or other means of a )
«livelihood, . ,
2) 'The TRANSIENT child, one who travels with .
his parents or relatives from one geographic
locatior to another; usually less frequently . -
- than th. misrant, but on the average of once
e . or twice each school year, - -
I am going to discuss the TRANSIENT child first, and
2" . § o ’
conclude with the MIGRANT child, as I have more definite .
informa%iqn dué'to specific experiences in dealing with the :

MIGRANT child.

£o.
1

- Admittedly, a.cértain améunt of transgitory mgvement is
;xpected"?nd éﬁen valuable in a ;tate whers this movementl‘
usually shéws an éttempt to'raisa income, 2ducational attainment;
' or qthér positivé.factpfs. However, the effects on the-child

‘oZ‘é transitory existence are sometimes deep and difficult

< 1

to overcome. , . . v !
Some of the‘difficultiés_encounteped for a transient child
to overcome, which fnturn offers a challenge to the school (/

(or school board) ‘are -as .followss o
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1) » suffers from a severe disbelief in himself

2) achieves less in school '—,

3) 1is less motivated

k) *"displays "less:- ambition .

5; drops out ‘of "school. earlier ‘
reads léss and w1th less accuracy than his' peers.

’Eost certainly.there are transient students who are exceptions to
.'~ “ 3 ) .
these characteristics., But also adding to. and sometimes because

o

of these’ characterlstics. the transient child must also.fdce:

1) problems of becoming totally integrated
\into\a classroom because of lavainv records

2) peer reaection until he has. proven himself
worthy of acce?tance by some system he must
first discover, .

.3) adjustment to a new teacher*

L)’ addustment to a new principal

5) adjustrient to a different curriculum,
possibly involving'a different approach
to basal reading instruetion. -

*

In an effort to overcome these problemo, we have used .

.orientation by the principal. guidance persons, assistant
principal, and/dr teacher. This crientaticn goes a long way
toward making the pupil feel wanted; WOrihwﬁile,'and positive
‘toward himself.. We have also used meetings-with the parents .
and +he'priﬁcifal. during which sime'the parents are, taken on a
tour of the school facilities and are advised of’ the policies
of the school, as ‘wall as the'curriculum.'and the extra-
curricular activities available. This meeting’with the parents

hds proven most successful as'it .enables 'the parehts to counsel

~ with the child, and Q§lp hi to make necessary'adjustments. R

There is one problem af%a. which if resolved could help overcore *

' several of the characﬁeristics mentioned--this 'is a standard
system and time-table of record—forﬁarding. Under the system

(or lack of a system) as currently used, a Student is either

"
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Louisiana, over nineteen thousand €19,000) students moved from
one parish to another within the state. whiie*another twenty=-one

' duplications, among the categories, this would still,fall

' thirty~one thow and (831, ooo) students.

Ay

comfortably adjusted to his new surroundings; or has failed
miserably to adjust by the time his records are available, o
Thou“h comﬁlete data is lacking on‘the number of multiple
moves within a School year, we do kKnow that nationally the rate
of moves from one school system to another, including moves from
one state to ano»her. ranges from four to six percent (4-6%)

annually. - Durinz the 1973-74 school year in the state of

thogsand (21 ,000) mdmed into or out of the state. Allowing for

. ;
within the four to six percent (4-6%) range, sirce Louisiana

records an Average Daily Membership of SOme.eight hundred

In oyr school district of Tangipahoa Parish, we have

\ ¥

encountered’ many problems pertaining to the MIGRANT student, but

feel .that we, have ‘more ably copedtwith. and resolved ,8ome of .

«

these problems. ’ * o T

As a- strawberry producing area, many migrants enter our ar;a
during the otrawberry haruest season,ﬁyhich is the spring of- the
year,. Until approximately thirteen years' agd, these migrant
students’either were absorbed into the regular school.system.
which was a great disadvantage to them. or did nét attend
schooi‘at ail. A vroup of wemen, recognizing the needs of _these - i
students, vpiuntarily‘organized to provide an educational ‘
opprotunity for thesé migrants;‘ They approached the parish
school board to provide a facility for thkis program. For two

years, this was the extent of the school board's participatioh.
. “,
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', resolved. - However we arérnow facing another big pfoblem-- .

year, there was not -sufficisfit time to deterwiné their lovel,

~and then impart ruch knéwledre to .them. .

‘care of "lHone-based” migrants., These are students that move

\“ﬁEE%s of the country, which takes. them awéy'dﬁring most of the

. .
means we nust ceek state funds, or endeavor to conduct the

. program with loczl ‘funds, To do this with local funds would
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Then, federal fuﬁds becamn available to aasist with this Prog ram,

- f
which erabled the board -6 erect a new. and proper type fac111uy

‘vr’

%eache s. aldes. dental care} eye exaninations. social workgv.

- t-

i >
tranSportatlon. and other nepessities for a, sound program.
1 N
R However, another problem in fhe forq of‘being able to
plave stvdeﬁ+ at thﬂir prcper level Waq encountered. Having

these stuionts fer only anprg;imately two or thqee rnonths por

-~

-
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An answeyr to this problem was provrded by the Migrant
Student ?ecord Transfer System in Little Rock.‘yith easy access .

to these records via a TvX system~ - - e | ;

Our migrant school yas expanded a fewfyearé ago- to take
witn their fimilies as .various crops are harvested in different

regular schodél terms, butj6riﬁgs them home during the sumner.
By providi@g a ouﬂﬂer prorram ‘at our migrant school facility,
we are ab1e to heln uhese students,

Time .does not pérﬁi? me to go . into more detail as to thg '

many rroblems enccuntered over the years and how they were
and it is one we have been confronted with before. We have

Just recently been advised by H, E., W. that our migrant prograrn

will.be funded this year, but most probably not next year. This

defiﬁitely be very difficult, as cur local funds are very Iimit%é.'
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