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A survey conducted in December 1971 for the
Educational Meaia staff of the University of Iowa collected data on
use of educational media from principals, audiovisual directors,
librarians and teachers in 80 elementary and secondary sckools.
Administrators and teacaers were asked about training in media needed
on the job. Both groups indicated more training was needed both in
operation of equipment and in selection and utilization. Particular
emphasis was called for in use of mediz to individualize instruction,
selecting and applying media in giver subject areas, locating sources
of software, and more observation of media use in the field.
Questionraires used in conducting the survey are appended. (SKj
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The results of a recent public school survey clearly indicate that
more emphasis on the use of educational media should be fncle'~’ a
teacher training programs, The survey, conducted in December, l9/l//jor
the Educational Media staff at the University of Iowa, collected « data
from priacipals, AV directors, librarians and teachers in 80 elementary
and secondary schesls., The schools were selected to be repregsentative
of a range of school sizes and locations in the State of Iowa, The
administrators and teachers questioned were asked about the training in
media they feel new teachers will need on the job. Their responses inifcate
that more training is needed, both in the operation of equipment and in the
selection and utilization of equipment.,

Part of the evidence to support this conclusion comes from the res-

|

ponses of the administrators. The bulk of 1t comes from the answers given
by the teachers,

The administrat rs werz asked what equipment they felt it "essential"
that teachers b2 rble to use and what equipnent they felt new teachers were

not trained tc use properly. Seventye-five per cent of the 73 responding

administrators believe *hat teachers should be able to use overhead proe

<
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slide/fi)mstrip pro’‘ectors, 16r fil. projectors, record players

jectors,

and tape recordera. Over 50% felt similaxiy about opaque projectors,

carousel slide proiectors and spirit duplicators. Yet 347 felt that new

teachers are not trained to use 16mm film projcctors, for example.
Teachers were asked 1f they felt they would have becn better prepared
fcr teaching if their undergraduate programs had included "rmore or better
instruction” in each of a number of types of training in the selection and
use of media, Ncarly 80% of the 491 t~achers responding said they would
have preferred mcre or better instruction in preparing materials of their
own to use in the rlassroom. And better than 707 felt they would have
been better prepared to teach with more or better inrtruction in deciding
vhen to use media, in evaluating media and in modifving it for use in their
teaching.

Both admiuistrators and teachers were given a chance to add comments.
The majority view of the administr.tors seems to have been summed up well
by one principal, who said, "Our progrum of trying to individualize demands
it (» pood deal of equipment), but one of the problems I have as a principal
18 getting people to develop the ailds necessary for individualization when
they haven't beer trained to use various types of equipment,"”

Several other principals, AV directors and librarians, however, dis-
agreed that operation of equipment 18 an esgential part of training in
media. Their comments indicate that administrators as well as teachers
should have been asked questions about training new teachers in instruct-
fonal uses of that equipment., A typical comment in this category was, "The
mech:i.ics of usfng the equipment 13 not the essential area. Something to
spark creative yse i3 what's important."

"I feel the mi1jor responsibility of undergraduate education {s to show

the student the various instructional possibilities each pilece of media

equipment has,” sald another.
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Comments by the teachers strongly favored e variety of instruction
in media use., Statements ranged wilely from "I wish that I had had more
experience in simply operating movie projectors, '" to "I feel the under~
graduate needs more experience in observation of instructional media {n an
actual school system. This way he may synthesize his own ideas with what he
observes to see how he could make it applicable.’

The greatest sin;le need reported by the teachers was the necessity of
learning how to prepare materials of their own to use in the classroom. In
~ddition, the teachers called for increased emphasis on:

1, Using media to individualize instruction.

2, Selecting and applying media in particular sub ject matter
areas.

3. Loc.ting souices of software and specific hardware.
4. Observing teachers using media out in the field.

The intent of the survey had been to gather information to assist the
Educational !ledia staff at the Unfvereity of‘Iowa in evaluiting ita courses,
with an e.e to redesigning them, where necessary, to meet needs in the
field. A program of evaluatfon of courses had aiready been underway for
several semesters,

After the survey findinps wsere disseminated in the College of Bducation
at Iowa, there was a dramatic increase i{n enrollment in the initial media
course for undergraduates, from 250 the previous gemester to nearly 400,

New material has been added to this course, in line with the administrators'
responses to the survev. Other media courses already offering the instructe
fon emphasized by the teachers in the survey are scheduled for wider pub~
licity. Flans have been made to reorganize their content to offer teacher
trainees expanded opportunities for using equipment and materials on their

own to develop usable classroom media.
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In 1963, the NTCA Journal reported the results of surveying a national
sample of public school teachers. The highest proportion of those teachers
said the area most lacking fa their profesaional training was "the use o~
audiovisual eguipmont and materials.” At that time, a total of 60% expressed
a need for more preparation in this &rea., Although there are certain ¢iffer-
ences {n size and emphasls between the KEA survey and the Iowa one, the
message to the collepges and certification agencies from th: professionals

in the field still appears to be the same, nearly "0 years later,

Figute 1. Survey form distributed to administrators, showing actual results,

Figure 2. Questionnaire digtributed randonly to efght teachers in each
building surveyed., Figures indicat actual response: obtained.
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