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ABSTRACT

This paper describes the Educational Kesources
Information Center (ERIC), discusses the Reading and Communication
Skills Clearinghouse and its role in the ERIC system, and shows
journalism teachers and advisors at the high school level how to use
the ERIC system. An introduction containing an overview of ERIC is
followed by a description of the tocls and methods necessary for
using the system effectively. The narrative is interspersed with
diagrams and figure: which further explain the system and how to use
it. The article concludes with a sample search of the ERIC system
showing a typical search strategy a journalisa teacher would follow.
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A RESOURCE FOR JOURNALISM TEACHERS: ERIC

by Redney J.

Barth

ERIC/RCS Staft

e Fducational Resources Information
Center (1 RIC)Y s o national information system
consisting ot 16 Jdearnmghouses under the
generdl sponsorslup ot the Nationgl Institute
ot Fducation (NI, Each clearmghouse 1s
responstble tor selecting, analy zing, evaluating,
and dissermmating educational mlformation and
materials i a given area. fFor example, the
Readimg and Commumnication Shills Clearizhouse
{1 RIC/RCS) 1s responsible for rescarch, resouree,
and mstiuctional materals in journalism, read-
mg. | nginh, speech and theater e, ihe
communication shills. The data collected in
journalism by I RIC/RCS are avinlable to
journalism teachers and advisors in more then
SO0 1 RIC microhiche collections located across
the country.

In the area of scholastic journahsm, the
I-RIC system contanms mformation and resources
on teaching journahsim, advising the school
newspapetr and yearbook, organizing the journ-
alisin statl, preparmg editorial guidelines and

I'be Journahism Education Association is
assoctated with FRIC/RCS inan ettort to
cnable JIEA members to have more infromation
anel assistance to and them in professional
teaching.

The IFRIC systemn s designed to enable
teachers i the classroum to have the latest
and most impertant information needed to
merease their teadhing abilities and intormation.
1t as not designed only for the rescarcher but
mainly the lIrout-line teacher.

JEEA 18 represented on the ERIC/RCS
advisory board which meets yearly to set policy
and prorities. JIFA tunmshes several persons
to revicew potential journalism and inass
commumications material tor inclusion n the
- RIC systemn. And JEA cooperates with
ERIC/RCS i the publishing of materials
such as Student Press Rights by Robert Trager.

Ihis article by Rodney J. Barth was
written at JIWA'S request and it should enable
JIEA members to more fully use the intforma-
tion system Lo iimprove their classroom
teaching.

policies, and mstructing students in news-
gathering and editmg. ERIC contains addi-
tional information on the legal aspects of
journahism, recent court decisions related to
scholastic journalism, freedom of speech, the
First Amendment nghts of students and
teachers, and censorship problems.

‘Two books recently indexed into the
system by the ERIC/RCS Clearinghouse are
Captive Vowees—The Report of the Commis-
sion of Inquiry Into 1ligh School Journalism
by Jack Nelson and Student Press Rights by
Robert Trager. The first of these, prompted
by the Kennedy Commission, was published
by Schocken Books; the second was published
by the Journalism Education Association in
cooperation with ERIC/RCS. Other materials
in the ERIC system include transeripts of
speeches, papers on teaching methods,
research reports, conference and convention
proceedings, literature review, inservice and
preservice workshop information, curriculum
guides and journal articles.

In order to use the ERIC system to best
advantage, cach teacher needs a working
coneept on how to retrieve information. It
does not take the skills of a librarian to acquire
vialuable information from the ERIC system,
although a brief explanation from a librarian
may be in order for the beginner. The
effective user of ERIC will need to be
famitiar with the tools of the ERIC system.
These tools include the Thesaurus of ERIC
Desenptors, Resoarces in Education, and
Current Index to Journals in Lducation.

THE TOOLS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM

The Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors is
the key to the entire system. This thesaurus,
wliich 1s continuously updated to maintain
accuacy, is the source of all subject terms
(descriptors) used tor indexing and for retrieval
of documents and journal articles m the ERIC
eollection. (Sce Figure 1)
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Figure U trom Thesaurus of FRIC Deseriprors

Narrower Terms)
Broader Term(s)
Redated Termis)

Descriptor ‘Termy
Subject Heading

Document Prles

Journalism

N
BI
RT

News Reporting
Technology
Composition (hterature)
Counrses

Editing

French 1 itergture
Language Arts

L ayout {publications)
Mass Media
Occupaticas
Pubhications

Radw

Spansh American Literature

Spannsh Literature
Television
Wnting

Censorship

RT

Acadenmic Freedom
Moral Issues

Moral Values
Sanctions

School Newspapers

BI

RT

Newspapers

School Publicabions
Chass Newspapers
Cocurrnicular Activities
Schools

Eachitem entered in the ERIC system is
assigned several descriptors selected tfrom the
Thesauras that reflect the essential subject
matter contained in the document. Descriptors
marked by un asterish (*) indhcate the major
concepts of the document, while the unmaiked
descriptors denote concepts of only minor
cmphasis m the document. In cases where no
descriptor adequately describes some important
tfeature of a document, an “identifier” may be
assigned in addition to the deseriptors. When
an wdentitier isused trequently, as was the case
with *News Reporting’, a cleannghouse (in this
case ERIC/RCS) subnuts it as a new descriptor
for mclusion in the Thesaurus as part ot the
updating process mentioned earlier. Examples
of descriptors journalism teachers and advisors
will find usetul include: “Student Publications.’
*School Newspapers,” ‘Journalism,” “Headlines,”

‘News Reporting,” *Student Rights,” *Yearbook!’

‘Freedom ot Speech,” *Court Litigation.” and
‘Censorship.” “larst Amendment’ can be found
as an identitier. Other journalism related
descriptors may be Jocated by consulting the
Thesaurus,

The abstracts of documents thus indexed
are printed in Resources in Education (RIE)
which is published each month. About 1,000
documents tom the 16 ERIC Clearinghouses
are mdexed and summuarized in cach monthly

Figure 2 Subject Index from RIE

Censorship

At Analysis of Editorial I'reedom ind Admimistrative

School Newspapers

Control of the Studunt Newspaper in the Four-Year
Colleges and Umversities in New York State.

ED 086 977

‘The Cenorship of *Maude’: A Case Study n the Social
Construction of Reality.

ED Accession

Code Numbers

ED 081 055

Freedom of the Press as a Function of Subsystem Auto-
nomy and As An Antithesis of Development.

ED 084 555

‘The Inter-American Press Association as Chumpion of
Press Freedom: Reality or Rhetorie? The Bolivian
tixperience, 1952-1973.

An Analysis ¢ the Editorial Content and Policy
of Twenty Selected High School Newspapers

Pennsy lvania,

ED 082 238

I'he College and University Campus Student Press' An
Examinatiop of its Status and Aspirations and Some

ot the Myths Surrounding it.

ED 084 963

The High School Underground Press: Content Analyss,
Member Attitudes and Belief's,

1) 083 640

Student Press in American Archuves, all/Winter 1973-74,

ED 085 704
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volume Fach RIT also contins a mam entry
sechion and aosubpect mdes, an author mdey,
and asource indey Gnstitution or publisher).
Five subject mdey s arranged alphabetically

by deseniptors. Dacuments which have been
assigned o particudar term as aomajor desenptor
are histed i the sabject imdes under that term.
(See Frgures 2and 3) Thus,a document which
has been assigned tive major deseriptors will

be taund i tne places m the subject index.

In cach place. tiw arte and b six-digat 1°D

ttar B RIC Document) aecesston number are
Isted  Semuannual and annual compitations

ab RIE e abo avalable, Betore January 1975,
RII tepresented Research o Lducation, But
the atle was changed to Resources in Education
i arder to mare accurately retlect its contents.,
The orgamezation and contents remained
unchanged.

Most documents abstracted i RIE are
avatlable from the FRIC Document Repro-
duciton Serviee (EDRS) in two t. ims: micro-
fiche (ME). a towr-by-six inch microfilm card
contiaming up (o 96 pages of text; or hard copy
(HC), six-by-cightinch black and white photo-
graphically reproduced pages ma paper bind-
mg. A few documents listed mn RIE are not
avatable from IFDRS. In these cases. ordering
information and current price are listed with
the abstract i the mam entry section.

Articles trom nearly 600 educational joun-
als are mdeved m the same manner i another
£ RIC publication, Current [ndex to Journals
it Fducation (CH1) (See Figure 4.) These
articles are asstgned a six-digat EJ (for Educa-
tional Juurnab) aceession number and are
often annotated. Semiannual and annual
compilations o CLJL are available. Copies of
the journal articles mdexed in CE are not
available from | RIC, they must be obtained
from a hibrary cotfection or from the publisher.

SEARCHING ERIC: A CASE STUDY

A hypothetical case study on censorship
which imcorporates the previously mtroduced
tools, terms. and dwgrams in a scarch of the
ERIC system follows,

John Snuth has accepted a position teaching
high school journalism with the stipulation that
he serve as Laculty advisor to the school news-
paper. The student clitor has approached Mr,
Smith with the suggestion that the newspaper
run a scries of articles on drug use and abuse
in the community. Snuth, concerned with
community reaction and admimistrative policy
toward controversial issues, needs more infor-

Figure 3 Main Entry from RIE

ED Number s

Authyr ——————
Title emm———""

l);ntc\

Availabifity emeess=
and Prce

Descriptor Termy =

Identiticrs  ——ee——

Abstract

ED 094416 'S 201479
Nelson, Jack
Captive Voices The Report ot the Commission

ol Inquiry Into Hygh School Journahism.
Robert 1. Kennedy Memorul, Washington, D.C,
Pub Date 74
Note - 255p
Avatlable Trom- Schocken Books, 200 Madison

Avenue, New York, New York 10016 (S10.

95 clotlh, $1.45 papen)

Document Not Available from EDRS.
Deseniptors *Censonstup, Conference Reports,

Court Litsgation, *f reedom of Speech, Gus-

dehines, *Journalism, Mass Mudia, Minonty

Groups, National Surveys, *School News

papers, Sccondary Fducation, *Student Pub-

lications,
Identitiers— *Commsion of Inquiry Into High

School Journahsm,

Contamed m this report are the results of a
national inquiry cenducted by the Commission
ot Inquiry Into High School Journahsm (some-
fimes called the Kennedy Commiszaon), which
vxamined the curgent status of high school jour-
malism,  Contents include “Censorship,’ which
summarwzes the ditterent kinds ol censorship
uncovered by the comnussion; *Minonty Parti-
cipahion.” which estes some of the problems
students from racial, cultural, and cthnwe mnor-
ities lace in josmng the journahsm statf; *Journ-
alinm and Journalisim Education,” whuch discuss-
es the tow prionty given journalism and purnal-
im cducation by high school adsnnntrations;
‘Established Mcedsa,* which examues the lack of
cncouragement given by the prmt and clectronic
media, which are dependent on the continuous
Tow ot talent conung out of high schools; and
“Towards Action,” which Ints the reconinenda-
tions ot the commssion to amcliorate the pre-
sent conditions,  'he document concludes wilh
three appendixes contaming gusdehnes Tor hygh
school journahsm, the results of survey anaiys-
ey, and selected readmgs (RB)

mation on censorship and journalistic responsi-
bility in high school newspapers before he con-
siders the editor’s proposal. Smith has heard
about the ERIC system and plans to spend
some time mvestigating it with the hope of
uncovering some information tuat will help
him establish guidelines for the newspaper’s

cditorial policy.

Smth’s first step is to phrase, as narrowly

and accurately as possible, the question he secks
to answer. ‘What news is fit (and allowable) to
print in the high school press?” Smith will be
locking for information on censorship policies
in the high school press, on responsible journal-
isi, and on freedom of speech.

The next task is for Smith to determine the
deceriptons he will use to conduct his search,
He goes to the Thesaurus of FRIC Descriptors
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and fiest looks under the term Journalism.”

He finds a bist ot terms under “Jouw nalisny’
which are divided mito several categories ander
the notations B, N1, and RE, which mdicate
those terms that are narrower than (N'D), breoader
than (B, or related to (RT) the term “Journal-
s’ Fach of the terms histed under tnese ab-
breviations is itselt a descaptor,  Fhis cross-
Isting enables a seatcher o quickly identify
other possible descnptors that nught be use-

ful 1 ascarch,

In this case Sunth picks "Writing” siad "Pub-
hicattons' trom the related term List as terms he
teets we apphicable to hisscarch. Although
Smith does not hind any usetul descriptors list-
ed under "Writig” in the Thesaurus, under “Pab-
hications' he fimds “School Publications.” Listed
as an NT under “School Publications’ s the
term “School Newspapers,  Smth also discovers
that the term ‘Censorshup’ is hsted m the The-
sanrts - Since Snuth feels he has found the ap-
propriate descriptors (*School Newspapers and
*Censorship®,. he looks urder these terms in
the Subject Index of the latest cumulative
indexof RIE,

FFrom the titles of the documents listed in
the Subject tndex. Smith determines whether
or not he s mterested ip reading the abstracts.
If he s, he turns to the Document Resunmes
section ol R, By reading cach of the abstracts,
he can dectde which ERIC documents he is
mterested moreading m therr entirety. Smith
can then read those documents available on
nicrofhiche on the microfiche reader in his
library. 1 he wishes, he can order cither micro-
tiche or paper copy reproductions using order-
mg mstructions avatlable in cach issue of RIE.
By carctul reading, m RIF, the abstracts of
those doctunents not avanlable on microfiche
Stnth can deternung it he would like to
purchase copies ol the documents. He records
the ordering information meluded with the
abstracts of those documents he wants to
order.

Smith can also obtain a list of references
from cducationdl journals relevant to his topic
by using the same descriptors for scarching the
Current Index to Journals in English (CH L),
CHE entries mclude briet annotations when-
ever an article’s title is not indicative ol its

Figure 4 Main Eatry from CUE

EJ Number —=—— g3 102415
Anacle Title ="

and Author

Joumnal, Volume

Descriptors ~
/

Amlotations

CS 701 289
Four-letter Words: Use in Publications? Stein-
berg, Hattie, Comnunncation  Journalism Edu-
cation Today, v1, pp9, Spr 74
*Journalsm, *School Newspapers, *lree-
dom ot Speech, *Censorstup, Scecondary
Lducation, (*Obscene Language)
Puts the current use of expletives 1n perspec-
tive tor lugh school journabism students and
publication statfs (RB)

EJ 102 416 C5 701 290
Professionals Must Work with Secondary Jour-
nalists Cunmngham, Dick, Communication Ja-
urnalism Education Today, v1, pp10-11, Spr 74
*Journabism, *Student Publications, *Cen-
sorship, *Frecdom of Specch, Sccondary
Liducation
Argues that professional journalists must work
with hgh school journalists and journalism or-
ganzations to prevent interference of press free-
dome 1n hgh school publications (RI3)

is sufficient to enable him to draw up guide-
lines tor determimng responsibility of the
school newspaper to print articles such as the
scrics on drugs.

OTHER RESOURCES

Low-cost computer scarches of the ERIC
system are available throughout the country
from hoth public and private scarch serviees,
and Smith could have used one of these
services had he so desired.

Listed below are the location ot the com-
puter search services.

ERIC/Career Education

204 Gubel Hall

Northern Hlinois University

DeKalb, 1L 6O11S

Phone: 815.753-1251

ERIC/Early Chidhood Develope
College of Education

University of Tlmos

805 W. Pennsylvania Ave.
Urbana, IL 61801

Phone: 217-333-1386

ERIC/Counseling & Personnel

2108 Education Bldg.
University of Micligan
Ann Arbor, M1 48104
Phone* 313-764-9492

ERIC/Educational Management
University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403

Phone. 503-686-5043

content. However, in order to read the entire
article, Smith must erther obtai it from the
library or order it trom the journal publisher.

ERIC/Disadvantaged
Box 40

ERIC/Handicapped & Gifted Child,

The Council for Exceptional Chdd.
Columbia University 1920 Association Drive

Teachers College Reston, VA 22091

525 W. 120th St. Phone: 703-620-3660 |
New Yoik, NY 10027
Phone: 212-678-3438

By now, Smith has obtained a significant
body of information on the subject in which
hie s interested. e may continue to pursuce
information or decide that what he has found

ERIC/thgher Education
George Washington University
One Dupont Circle, Suite 630
- Washington, D.C. 200306

E MC 6 Phorte: 202-290-2597

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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FRIC/tnformation Resoarces

Center tor Researh & Development wm Teacinng
Stantotd Unversity

Stantord, CA 94305

Phone 1 S-321-2300, ext. 3345

ERIC/Jumor Colleges
Room 9o, Powell [ibiary
Umvernsaty ot Calitoin
0S5 Hilgard Avenue

Fos Angeles, CA V0024
Phone 213-825-39 3]

tRIC, Langaages and Linguistics

Modern Language Association of Amernica
02 Fdth \ve

New York NY 10011

Phone: 212-741-7803

LRIC/Reading and Communication Skills
Nationa Counctl ol Teachers of knglish
1111 Kenyon Rd

Urbana, Il 61801

Phone 217-328-3870

ERIC/Rural Education and Small Schools
Box 3AP

New Mexico State Umiversity

1 as Cruces, NM 88003

Phone 505-640-2023

ERIC/Scrence, Math and Environmental Educ.
400 Lincoln fower

Ohio State Umiversity

F8OU Cannon Dive

Colambus, O 43210

Phone 614-422-6717

ERIC/Social Studies & Soctal Science Educ.
855 Broadway

Boalder, CO 80302

Phoner 30334 3.1 383, ext 8434

ERIC/ Teacher Education

Amenvan Asn of Colleges for Teacher Educ.
One Dupont Cirele, Sute 616

Washington, D C. 20036

Phone 202.293-7280

ERIC/Tests, Measurement & Evaluation
Ldacational ‘Testing Service

Princeton, NJ 08540

Phone 609-921-9000, ext. 2691

To find out the ERIC computer search
service nearest to you, vou may write ERIC/

RCS at 1111 Kenyon Rd., Urbana, 1L 61801,

Sample prices for materials from the ERIC
document scivice aie 75 cents for microfiche
of a document ranming between | and 479 pages.
FFor hard copy. the price runs $1.50 for 1-25
pages, $5.40 for 101-125 pages. Postage 1s
added to these prices,

|

USING THE ERIC SYSTEM :

The ERIC Clearinghouse on Readng and |
Commanication Skills 18 sponsored by the !
Natiwnal Council of Teachers of Enghish in :
cooperation with the National Institute of |
Education, U.S. Department ¢ f Health, Edaca- i
tron, and Weltare, ERIC’s oby.cuve 15 to keep |
edacatons mtormed aboat current developments |
n education, Informagon collected by the :
ERIC Cleannghouse on Reading and Com: \
munication Skills and the otlier ERIC clear- |
inghoases can be ordered from the ERIC |
Docament Reprodaction Service (EDRS), |
P.G. Box 190, Athngton, VA 22210. For {
compiete ordermg nformation consult the i
moathly issues of Resources in Education {
(RIE). :
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

L

Documents with ED numbers are indexed
in Resources in Education. Those with EJ
numbers are indexed m Current Index to
Journals m Education (C1IJE). And those with
CS nunibers are recently acquired materials;
ED or EJ numbers will soon be assigned,
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