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INTRODUCTION

During the past several years, many librarians have been given .
the task ~f developing library collections on the black experience.
These requests have resulted from the expanded course offerings in

black studies. Many of these librarians, except a few in the historically

black institutions, were found unprepared to handle the assignment
-because 1ibfary schools had failed to provide any offerings in Afro-
American bibliography as a separate subject area as some had done with other
ethnic materials.
In an effort to fill the void several institutes were conducted
~ by Jessie Smith at Fisk University with the attempt of increasing the
number of qualified librarians in the area of black studies librarian-
ship. The Atlanta Undversity School of Library Services conducted an
institute in 1965 on Materials By and About American Negroes. Since
most of these institutes were sither funded by the Office of Edugation
or a foundation; the host institutions were only able to invite a
selected number of librarians. ‘
In the summer of 1972, it was felt that there was still a number
of librarians who needed some type of training but fell in one of two
categories, Either they could not be away from thgir institutions for
a considerable length or time and/or they were not in the groups that
were selected to attend the sponsored institutes. Out of this concern,

the 1973 Institute for Training Librarians for Special Black Collections

and Archives was conceived.
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The major purpose of the Institute was to provide some training
;o librarians, archives and historians in locating, selecting, preserving
and disseminating Afpro-Americana. The focus of the Institute was not
restricted to the printed word; specialists in the non-print materizls
were invited to participate and contribute to the proceedings.

The Institute contributors included historians, iibrarians and
archivists. The participants came from twenty-two states and the
District of Columbia and attracted students who were not library
education students. The Institute was the first self-supporting of
its kind. The diversity was apparent in that the participants
represented college, university, public, school and special libraries,
library education, and non-library affiliated agencies.

Provisions were made for maximum dialogue between the contributors
and the participants. The participants were divided into groups with -

3 group leader and a recorder. The contributors circulated from group

to group in an attempt to answer questions resulting from the discussions. _
. Much of the success acclaimed by the Institute must be attributed

to the contributors. They donated their services to the Institute

except from travel and incidental expenses. Without such arrangement

the Institute would not have been possible. Beeausé the contributors

did not require an-honorarium, the registration fee was kept at a minimum.

Special thanks are in order for the Learning Resources Services
Staif members of Alabama State University. They devoted many long hours
in making preparation for the Institute.

The compiling, typing, proofing and publishing of these proceedings
was made possible by the combined efforts of the editor and several of
his staff and student assistants. They include Mr. Beverly Francis Booth

©



and Miss Gleniece M. Armstrong who proofed tha papers; Mr. Travis Y.

Ueoka for the printing and binding; Mr. Richard Bradberry, Miss Johnnye

Faye Barnes and Miss Linda McQueen who did the typing, and Misses

Bobbie Dobine and Ellen Allen for assisting Mr., Ueoka with the binding.
Harry Robinson, Jr.

Institute Director
July 19, 1974




BIACK AMERICANS, SECURING THE SECOND RECONSTRUCTION
Or

WILL HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF - 1877-19772
By Wilhemena S, Robinson

Greetings to the members of the Black Caucus of the American
Liprary Association and the best of w?.shes in your efforts to
collect, preserve and dispense the cultural achievements of
Black Americans. Never before in the histc"y of ‘humen soclety
is your task more vital than now. As we epproach the century
mark of the failure of the first reconstruction of 1877 » it is
of extreme :lnport:ance to reassess the possibu:lties of secur:lng
the second reconstruction. To avoid the p:ltfalls and fail\mes
of the past, 11: behcoves us to study the past records and cull
from the histor:lcsl experience some of the necessary lessons to”
gulde and direct us in the future. o

‘ Awareness of what happened in the past should serve as a
basis for securing the gains of the second reconstruction. |
Otherwise, through apathy and complacency, American society or
the power structure will subtly undermine and gradually ease the
very foundations of civil liberties from under our feet. Too
many Black Americans, who suddenly found themselves included in
an opulent and affluent social and economic acceptable society
in America, quickly lost sight of the long hard struggle of
each movements as the non-violent paxtic:lpants of the Sou_thern
Christian I;eadersh:lp COnference, tﬁe Congress of Rac:lal ﬁquality,
the Study Non-Violent Action Committee and many other groups
including the Black Panthers.




The heroic and self-sacrificing men and women of the sixties ’
who pushed the struggle for the achievement of the second Recon=-
struction, have been forgotten too quickly. While the affluent
black bourgeois enjoy. the benefit;s of this partial acceptance
of equality, they sit back and say "leave well enough alone."
They do not realize that t:he;' are accepting the crumbs from the
table as they flaunt their fine homes, their high-faluting gov=
emmental titles as head of this, or that agency, without view-
ing the over-all posit:lon of the poverty-stricken maases. It
is this complacency of too many Black Americans that w:lll cause
us to lose, or to let Snr gains slip by the wayside.

With this ;:lulienge, let us examine the past and noté what

happened in the first reconstruction and how it slipped by the
- wayside, lea\)ing'Black Americuﬁ in the degraded role of second
¢lass citizens .' The prevailing concept of pre~Civil War Rmerica
was that blacks were menial servants inferior and unequal :l.n
a white dominated society. The efforts of the crusading re-
formers or radical Republicans embarked on a racial experiment
unprecedented in the h:iétory of the new world, following the
war which abolished sﬁvew in the United States. The rapid
reversal of the pre-war concept in 1868 enfranchised thg fonx{er
slaves. Ironically l:@fting them to a position of pqlitical
power over their former masters; This was achieved wit.:h the
passage of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments; along
with stringent civil rights legislation.

This first reconstruction created a climate tyi)ifying a
real attempt to establish a truly interracial democracy' in
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America. It represented in its various implications a supreme
lesson for America and the application of its ideology that all
men are created equal and are entitled to the inalienable rights
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. A clear under-
standing of this attempt to fulfill that ideoclogy in the years
1867 and 1877 might well help us to sustain the second Recon-
struction. The triumphs and failures of the past should be
studied closely, as an understanding of this period is indis-
pensable in our present day sitdation.

Triumphantly blacks could boast of two black politicans
being elevated to the Senate of the United States. They were
Hiram B. Revels and Blauche X. Bruce of Mississippi. Today
we have only one, Edward 3rooks of Massachusetts. ‘iwenty black

men were elected to the House of Representatives. Today there

are only seventeen including three black women. Black men

served in the constitutional conventions of 1868 and were

elected to the legislatures of every Southern state.

In the highwater-level of the second Reconstruction we
still have not reached the peak of political representation of
that brief period of the first reconstruction. A period which
was deliberately denounced by white historian5‘of the William
A. Dunning, James Ford Rhodes and John W. Burgess school of
racist advocators who labeled it the "Africanizatior. of the
South." They described the era as one of military despotism,
graft, inefficiency and "a soul sickening spectacle."

Mervyn ﬁ. Dymally, founder and co-chairman of National

Conference of Black Elected Officials and chairman of the
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caucus of the California Senate recently stated:

For almost one hundred years now, the black
outsiders of America have been struggling with
this maddening dilemma. During this pericd, some
representatives of the outsiders have managed to
join the co.ncils of the insiders and have made
striking gains as individuals. But black pecple
as 4 group have not been able to change their .
status or their social and economic conditions
with political instruments. The question we must
grapple with now is whether it will ever be pos=
sible to achieve fundamental social and economic
change by the practice of politics &s defined by
the insiders, )

mervyn Dymally's appraisal of the situation today ade-
quately desrcibes both Reconstmctiqns. The black politicans
of 1867 and 1901 were "outsiders who joined the councils of
the insiders™ for a brief period only to be relegated to
obscurity in the declining vears of the nineteenth century.
They were not aware of the emptiness of the two party politi-
cal system of America. The two parties have been described
as "two bottles of the same size, the same color and the same
shape, with the sarm-;: label-both of them empty." Blacks needgd
then, and even more so now, to realize how empty the political
bottlies have been for the minorities of America.

Leaders of our two political parties from the time of
George Washington to Richard Milhouse Nixon are analyzed as
Qur Racist Presidents in a recent publication by Melvin Stein-

field of Sane Diego Mesa College (Consensus Publishers, San
Ramon, California 1972). The listing 4n the table of "Contents"
is most revealing: ‘ '
1. George Washington, Our First Racist President
2. Thomas Jefferson, Egalitarian Slaveholder

Q 1:‘,‘




3. Andrew Jackson, Indian Exterminator

4, Abraham Lincoln, Racist Emancipato’r

Under the "Late Nineteenth Century Presidents," Andrew
Johnson expressed his reservations about equality. Grover
Cléveland ard William McKinley ignored racism as a problem.
This was the period labeled by Rayford Logan as the nadir of
the lowest point for blagk Americans. Bocker T. Washington
the acluwwledgedh and accepted spskesman for blacks rendered
his famous compromise speech in Atlanta in 1895. President
Cleveland who had signed in 1894 bills that removed the last
vestiges of the Reconstruction legislature from federal sta~- _
tutes wrote an approving letter to Washington a few days after
his speech, .

Cleveland, like most Americans believed that the fate of
Blacks should be handled by Southerners. Had he put forth
some effort to stop the descent of the blackman to the lowest
position that he had occupied since emancipation, he would.
have shown some courage. Instead the descent was accelerated
by the United States Supreme Court decision of 1896. In Plessy
vs. Ferguson the Court declared Constitutional State Laws that
provided "separate but equal accommodations." This decision
conformed to Southern customs of segregation and to increased
nurbers of "Jim Crow" laws passed after the court had declared
the Civil Rights Act of 1875 unconstitutional in 1883,

In the Pregidential election of 1896, Black Americans were
almost completely forgotten. In the South the specter of black
domination was completely destroyed as the South emerged solidly
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Democratic. The Democratic party asserted that it had "always
been the exponent of political liberty.” According to white
political scientists the election of 189 was termed as the
first in which the class struggle was the major issue. The
Republican party, however, only repeated a part of the 1892
plank which read:

We demand that every citizen of the
United State shall be allowed to cast one

free and unrestricted ballot and that such
ballot shall be counted and returned as cast.

Although the election was termed as a olass sturggle,
neither party committed itseif .to introduce legislation for
the protection of the political and legal rights of Blacks, the
most submerged class in America. The vietory of the propertied
classes of the Republican party gave McKinley a smugness and
assurance that the radical elements had been completely denied.
He promised "to do nothing™ and he kept his promise. On the
Question of Black sufferage he remained silent, until the
election appeal of 1906 to get the few remaining Blacks votes
in the country.

While Black troops were helping to liberate Cubans in the
Spanish-American War, Louisiana adopted the so-called Grand-
father Clause. It was such a flagrant vioclation of the Fif-
teenth Amendment, that the Supreme Court declared a similar
Oklahoma law unconstitutional in 1915. McKinley kept his
promise and said nothing of the Grandfather Clause. Neifher
did he comment on the race riot of 1898 in Wilmington, North
Carolina, or when North Carolina in 1900 adopted a constitutiﬁnal

amendment to disfranchise Bilacks.
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The last black member of Congress, George White of
North Carolina completed his term at the end of McKinleyts
first administration. None of these twenty-two black re-
constructionists had been able to obtain the passage of any
important legislation on behalf of their own race. The
distribution of their terms were such that their influence
was nil. In 1869-1871 there were two blacks in the House and
ane in the Senate; in 1871-1871 there were five members of the
House and seven in 1873-187S5. The 44th Congress, (1875-1877)
was the peak period with seven black representatives snd:
one Senator, B. X. Bruce whose term expired in 1881, There
were no black representatives during the last two years of
Bruoe's term in the Senate. )

From 1881 to 1887 two black Congressman served in each
session, and three in 1889-1891 but only one from that period
to 1901. George H. WHite sat in a Congress where fellow members
oenounced Blacks in the most derogatory terms. John Sharp
Williams of MlSSiSSippl on December 29, 1898 declared-

You could ship-wreck 10,000 111erate white
Americans on a desert:. island and in three weeks
they would have a fairly good government, con-
ceived and administered upon fairly democr .tic
lines. You could ship-wreck 10,000 Negroes,
everyone of whom was a graduate of Harvard Uni-
versity, and in less than three weeks they would
have retrograded governmentally; half of the men
would have beea killed, and the other half would
have two wives apiece,

On January 9, 1898 George White attempted to reply to
such diatribes as the lone spokesman for his people.- :In-his
valedictory speech in January 1901 he made a prediction that

has beén fulfilled today:

-
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This, Mr. Chairman, is perhaps the Negroes! tem=-
porary farewell to the American Congress; but let me say,
Phoenix-like he will rise up someday and come again.

These parting words are in behalf of an outraged, heart-

broken, bruised and bleeding, but Godfearing people,

faithful, irdustrious, loyal, rising-people~-~full of
potential force.

The mood in North Carolina over the last of the Black
Congressman of the Nineteenth Century was recorded by Josephus
Daniels in tre Raleigh News and QObserver. He stated: "If is
bad enough that North Carolina should have the only nigger
Congrs ssmar.." . »

At the turn of the century when white Americans were
praising their progress, both major parties had decided that
the American principles of justice, liberty and democr§;§.¢;&
not have to be applied alike to white men and blacks. ’

Arerican scholars substantiated the notion of white subefﬁor-
ity over black inferiority. The presidents of the Unitéé Statgs
followed and accepted this school of thought. Theodore Réose-.
velt, the rugged individualist, obscured his racist belicfslbut
he never meant to include Blacks in hi; "square deal."

Woodrow Wilson was an example of a president who advocated
"making the world safe for democracy,"” but in actual fact, wae
an overt racist. His "New Freedom" program introduced segre~
gation into the departments of the Federal government. At the
end of his administration the fortunes of Black Americans had
sunk even'lower as the professor-turned-Président contriﬁuted
to the climate in which freedom for Blacks had been substantially

eroded. The racist attitudes and policies of the Wilson admini-

stration welcomed returning Black veterans of World War I with
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increased lynchings and race riots throughout the land.

During the economic depression of the 1930’5 Franklin
D. Roosevelt was popular among Blacks as a liberal racist. It
was his personal approach to matters that concerned them that
made Blacks feel he was their friend, yet he allowed the double
standards of racial separation to effectively nullify real
progress for Blacks. '

The Second Reconstruction began rather midly during the
Truman administration with the desegregation move in the army
in the Korean conflict. While the N.A.A.C.P. pushed the case
of Brown vs. the Topeka, Xansas Board of Education to the 1954
Supreme Court decision, reversing the old Plessy vs. Perguson
ruling. It was James Farmer who saw the futility of legal
decision without direct social action. Imolementing the legal

decisions meant the development of a cadre of individuals wili-

ing to sacrifice their personal safety for.the ourpose of break- -

ing down segregated facilities in the area of transportation.
Here in Montgomery in December 1955 the determined decision

of Mrs. Rosa Parks not to give up her seat on the city bus,

led to the famous boycott and the rise of Martin Luther Xing,Jr.

as a national figure. It was here that the laws of segregation

began to crumble. In August 1957, the first major civil rights

law since 1875 was passed by Congress. It was a mild Voting

Rights Act. 1In September of 1957 President Eisenhower ordered

" federal troops into Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce court

ordered dosegregation of the Little Rock Schools.

In other words the Second Reconstruction was not handed
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down by a small band of white radical reformer politicans, but

it was achieved by black and white activists. As in February
1960, black college students began the "sit-ins" to destroy
segregation in public facilities. They received beatings and
jail sentences bui persisted in their non-violent direct
action program. Within two years, most eating place in America
had been desegregated.

In May 1960 President Eisenhower signed another %oting
Rights Act into law. It was much stronger than the act passed
in 1957 and eventually enabled more black citizens to register
and vote. Still it was necessary to further prick the conscious
of white Americans. In August 1963, about 250,000 Blacks and
whites gathered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, in the
largest mass demonstration ever held in the nation's capital.

It pressured Congress to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The bill prohibited’ racial discrimination in employment and
in places of public accommodation. This act was similar to
the one declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1883.

The breakthrough had come through patience, suffering and
the focusing of attention on the racist ills of American society,
But, was this enough to really implement the laws on the statute
books? Violence erruptgd in the Watts section of Los BAngeles in
August 1965 and in the summer of 1967 more than forty violent
riots tc -k place in American cities. President Johnson appoint-
ed the Kerner Commission on Civil Disorders to investigate the
causes and to recommend ways of preventing these civil disorders.

The commission reported in March, 1968 that "white racism" was
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the principal cause of the disturbances and that the United

States was headed for two societies: One white and one black,
"separate but unequal,”

President Johnson's "Great Society" program was instituted
to try to bridge this gap. But in the spring of 1971 following
the inauguration of Richard Milhouse Nixon,. the Congressional
Black Caucus pointed ou the following to the Republican
president:

We would be less honest, Mr. President, if we
u.d not reflect a view widely shared among a majority
of the citizens we represent, That view is that the
representatives of this Administration, by word and
deed, have at crucial points retreated from the natione
al commitment to make Americans of all races and cul-
tures equal in the eyes of their government-to make
‘equal the poor as well as the rich, urban and rural
dwellers as well as those who live in the suburbs.
"Benign neglect" has been the order of the day under
the Nixon Administration, The overwhelming victory in the
alection of 1972 has compounded & smugness on the part of Mr,
Nixon which spells the doom of the Second Reconstruction.
Black librarians--books, materials, are not just for
blacks but for misinformed whites.
Wake up Americans! Wake up Black Americans! Wwake wup
all minorities of America before i1t is too late! Or we will
have to undergo the agonies of the failure of the First Recon-

struction. Martin Luther King will have died in vain.
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SOURCE OF SPECIAL MATERIALS

By
Casper leroy Jordan

We are meeting here in Alabama on another occasion to lock at
black collections. It may be of value to look at other conferences
held in the past 40 Slears to see where we are in this one and to
better evalvate the conclusions of Annette Phinaze on Saturday.

The earliest conference I can find record of is a "Library
Institute for Negro Librarians™ which was a part of the Morehouse-
Spelman Summer School of 1930 in Atlanta. The institute was focused
on the "Expansion of Public Library Service to Negroes in Southern

. chunit:'.es."l The institute came out of a need expressed in a reso-

iution of the Southeastern Library Rssociation meeting, in Chapel
Hi11l, North Carolina in October 1929.2 The resolution stated a need
for training of Negro public librarians.

The iaosenwald Fund agreed to finance the six-week institute and
to pay the rail fare of the participants. Presidents John Hope and
Florence Read of Morehouse and Spelman Colleges, respectively, offer~
ed facilities for the institute in conjunction with summer ‘SChOOJ.a.S
Charlotte Templeton, president of the Southeastern Library Associa-
tim_ and a librarian at Greenville, South Carolina Public Library
directed the institute.? . |

The size of the institute was limited to 35, and registrants came
from Tennessee, North Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Texas, Virginia,
Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, and South Carclina.®

The immediate problem was to train persons to work in the #Col-

lored Branches” of the southern public libraries - as it was so quaint-
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ly put. Templeton concluded:s.

I have come to realize that the problem of library
training for ﬁegro public library service in the South
is quite different from that of general library train-
ing. Neégro public libraries in the South are branch
libraries..,., The work of the branch is essent:lalls} a
direct service with bocks and pecple... therefore...'
there is needed in the South a type of ui:rary school

;. curriculum rather different from any which ex:lsts at

present,

Perlﬁps it is t:lme to have another émference on public libraries _
and the cit:y, or \mban prbbleuu (a term now used to indicate Blacks)
" and 1ibrariamhip. The picture may be about the same library-edu-
cationwise - although ﬁxe library and c:lty couplexions have changed
considerlbly. | i

The year was 1933 and the place was Nashville, Tennessee where-,
the Comission on Intemc:lal Cocpeut:lm called a conference on

"Education and Race Relat:lcns" held at George Peabody College for

7

Teachers.’ The conferees zeroed in on the treatment of Negroes in

state-adopted textbooks and made frank appraisals of current situations.

The committee on f:lnd:h\gs submitteq an eight-point statement in
reference to the question of "Educat;im for Citizenship in a Bi-nacial
Civilization." Among the statements this vas said:®
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Since pride of race is one of the moat powerful
incentives of noble effort, the good deeds of individ-

ual Negroes and the contributions to civilization of

the race as a whole be taught in every school. A book

giving a faithful account of the contribution of the

American Negro to life of our contry shall be prepared

under proper guidance for use in all our schools,

The Committee went further and recommended that each state
Department of Education "make a carsful study of the publice
school textbooks in use in that state, ‘with a view to such
eliminations and additions as may be necessary' to forward the
ideas of racial pride and the correction of errors of the past,9

In'1934, R. B. Eleazer of the Commission of Interracial

Cooperation published a booklet, School Books and .Racial Antag-
onism: a Study of omigsions and Inclusjons That Make for Mis-

understanding.10 fThis study summarized the, conditions in 1934.
Thirty-two years elapsed beforxe another significant con=
ference was called.,. There were undoubtedly other conferences .
or intstitutes, but I have not been able‘to locate any noéice
of them. A grant from the Rockerfeller Foundation to the-
Atlanta University School of Library Service afforded the
occasion for the convening of an "Institute on Materials by
and About American Negroes and to explore ideas for future
development; to consider specific methods of implementing
programs which will increase access to materials: and to
establish or strengthen communication amoing librarians and
scholars in order that library materials will be acquired Qnd
used more efficiently, "12 Ninety-zix persons from 21 states
and the District of Columbia attended the institute,l3
Recommendations centered around acquisition, preservation,
communication, and follow-up and were 17 in number, 14
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Some of the recommendations expressed the need for regipnal
special collections, the launching of an extensive reprinting
program, microphotographic programs, newsletters, annual hand-
book on current studies on the Black experienbe, survey of
published and unpublished bibliographical tools, indexes,
calendars, union catalogs and other familiar items we have
wished for so long. out of this conference came a B bliog-
ra of erials;Bx_an& Abéut Negro Americans for Young
Readers.15 A number_of other prdjects also came out of ‘
recommendations of this conference, which was three decades in

the making. .
Conferences came swiftly after this one. Black was beau-

~tiful and au courant. Black studies were turning up all over

the country and those black schools, which had kept the faith
and preserved the materials and taught "Negro Life and History"

for over a half-century, were in the vanguard of a new Renais-

.'sance not delimited by the boundaries of Harlem.

The 1967 conference at Atlaﬁta University School of Libraxy
Service addressed itself to "The Georgia Child's Access to
Materials Pertaining to American N‘egroes."l6 The stiimulus for
this conference was the realization that the Peabody conference
of 1933 had not freed Southern students from educational materi~
als that perpetuate past stereotypes."l7 fbviously the goals
of 1933 had not been reached., This conference purposed to ulti-
mately "make available to all children in Georgia materials
that reflected truthfully and realistically the contributions
of the Negro to life in the United States"l8 and immediately
*to identify desirable materials with whiqh tc educate the

<<
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Gerogia child" and "to devise ways of making these materials

an integral part of Georgia's educative process,"19

' 1969 was the year for three notable conﬁerencea: one at’
Howard University was chaired by the "dean of black studies
librarianship" Dorothy Porter and another was a conference on
the use of microphotography and black studies sponsored by the
3M Company, United Negro College Fund, the Hill Foundation

and Atlanta University School of Library Service., We move

to Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University at Huntsviile
for an April "Conference for the Evaluation of Materials About
Black Americans" -~ “CEMBA." This worthy conference was
séonaored by eight predominantly black colleges in Alabama and
stated as the purpose of the conference "to evaluate textﬁooka
designed for use in the public achools.;.pertaining to their
treatment of thg Black minority in America." A number of
relevant recommendations eame out of this Conference: however,
the most important product of this Conference was a continuing,
funded program uﬂder CEMBA for these schools in Alabama.

Fisk University Library, under the tireless, ‘energetic
direction of Jessie Carney Smith, was Fhe host to tw6 su;mer
Institutes (1970 anﬁ 1971) on Black studies librarianship,
ana in 1972 an internship program in the same field.

The thrusts of these conferences and institutes were felt
in the Office of Education's funding of the African-American
Materials Project (AAMP) in 1971 and 1972. Under the direction
of the School of Library Science of Northk Carolina Central
University, this six~-state project (Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia,

South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia) attempted to form-

<3
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ulate a modei, on a regional level, for the control, descrip-
tion, collection, and location of materials about the Black
experience.

Enough prologue. Now, to the miasion of my presentation:
Sources of Materials for Black Collections.

Once again I must turn to the past to search the founda-
tions of the great Black collections in America. It is of
interest to determine how these collections were started,
and then the dictum "go thou and do likewise" may apply. Let
us look to the past for guidance.

The Moorland-Spingarn Collection at The Howard University
Library had its inception as a creation of the board of trus-
tees in 1914 when the Moorland Foundation, the Library of
Negro Life and History was inaugurated.22 Earlier in the same
year, the Rev. Jesse E. Moorland, a YMCA official and 2 Howard
trustee, gave the university his private library. This collec-
tion included more than three thousand items relating to the
Black man. In the Howard library Moorland's gift waa‘combined
with an older collection of anti-slavery literature, the gift
of Lewis Tappan in 1873.23 Together these two collections formed
the base for one of the most important collections of such
materials in the country. The resources have been expanded
through purchases and other gifts. The energetic Curator,
Doxothy Porter, has travailed long in directing the growth of
the collection. Another great increment to the collection was

the valuable collection of Arthur Spingarn.24 This over-

seven~thousand item library was purchased by Howard University

in 1946.25

Q
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The antislavery materials in the library of Oberlin
College are a part of the history of this Ohio school.
Oberlin was the site of a number of demonstrations for and
against slavery and was a center of controversy when it made
history by permitting the admittance of Blacks. John Brown
solicited funds for Oberxlin, and it was a hctbed of anti-
slavery sentiment. From England in 1840 the school came’ :I.nto
the posseasion of a number of British antislavery tracts.26
An appesi in 1885 to enrich the Historical Collection on
Slavery elicited a great responss. The following years
Oberlin acquired an interesting assortment of rarities.27

Arna Bontemps, a number of years ago, searched the sales
records of the Charles E. Tuttle Company of Rutland, Vermont,28
Tuttle, as a book dealer, had long supplied Negroana in the
United States to a number of libraries. Bontemps' search
provided insight into the materials in collections which did
not have special Black collections. The Tuttle research revealed
that through purchase Duke University and the Univerasity of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill may have two of the largest collec~-
tions on the Black experiance in the country.

Like Oberlin, Cornell owns a large body of underground
railroad lore and antislavery propaganda.29 The history of
the acquisition of these materials is not unlike that of -
Oberlin. It is known, for example, that the Gerrit Smith
papers and eff.ectg went to Cornell, and the axea around Cornell
was a center of antislavery sentiment.30

The Tuttlie files indicated that through purchases the
libraries of Harvard, Brown and Emory Universities had acquired
a considerable amount of materials by and about the Black man.31
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There are both rhyme and reason behind collections like
the Schomburg Collection of the New York Public Library and
the James Weldon Johnson Collection at Yale University.

The Schomburg Collection is perhaps the'best known -
certainly the most publicized - of the Black library collec~-
tions in the world. The Division of Negro Literature, History,
and Prints - as it was originally designated - was established
in 1925.32 1n 1926, it obtained the Schomburg Collection, one

of the largest and most important private libraries on the

Negro.33 2 Harlem citizen'~ committee persuaded the Carnegie

. Corporation to buy the library for the New York Public Library
and place it in a branch in the heart of Harlem.34 fThe collec~-
tion continues to grow through purchases and gifts. Several
African collections have come in, and other patrons of the
arts as well as artists have presented collections and indi-

vidual pieces. '

The Yale University Library has the James Weldon Johnson
Memorial Collection of Negro Arts and lLetters. The collection
was started by Carl Van Vechten, noted writer, critic, photo-
grapher of the early 20th century. Van Vechten states:

For a very long time I pondered...the question

of what wou’d be my ultimate disposal of my collec-

tion of Negro kooks, manuscripts, letters, photo-

graphs, pucnograph records, and music... In this

quandry... I was invited by Bernard Knollenberq,

the librarian of Yale University, to deposit this

material in the Yale University Library.35
The Collection was donated in tue early 1940's and the Collec-
tion was opened in 1950.36 Kaiser states that this is the
country's largest collection‘of biack arts and letters of the

Q twentieth century.37 o
ERIC <o
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The Negro Collection at Atlanta Univexsity goes back
almost as far as the history of the university. The first
mention of a library was in the catalog of 1570, and in 1925
the library reported a "Negro Collection” of 291 books.

In 1932, President John Hope announced the acquisition of the
original manuscripts of Thomas Clarkson, a noted British abol-
ito5ist of the eighteenth century. To this nucleus was added

a collectio~ of John Brown letters.38 The Collection was
eatablished as a separate entity in 1946 with the purchase of
the Henry P. Slaughter private library.39 sisughter was a
black bibliophile who had a long interest in black materials
and began coilecting materials at the turn of the century on
his government saiary in the Govermment Printing office,40
Other collections came from Magd Cuney Hare, a collection.

The Cullen Collection was founded by Harold Jackman, and is

a large cosllection of priceless materials dealing with the
accomplishments of the Negroes in all walks of life; particu~
larly in the arts.42'43 The Comnission on Interracial Coopera-
tion, an organization founded to reduce mounting racial ten-
sions, presented its voluminous records to Atlanta quversity.44
C. Eric Lincoln also presented ;hé library with almost two
thousand items of correspondence, miscellaneous documents,
photographs, printed material, and other memorabilia. This is

a continuing collection of materials.45

The Negro Collection at Fisk University in Nashville ab-
‘sorbed the collection of the defunct YMCA graduate school

in Nashville many years ago and became, with additional gifts

and purchases, one of the strongest libraries in the South for
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the study of Blacks.46 Fisk emphasized the Negro abroad:

in Burope, Asia, Africa and the Negro in the United States.47
The scholar, Willis D, Weatherford, gave to the Graduate

School his books to form the nucleus of its collection of

Black literature.48 arthur aA. Schomburg was secured by Fisk

in the 1920's, before he was employed by New York Public Library,
as curator of its infant collection.4® During his years at Fisk
he laid a firm foundation for the development of the present
outstanding collection.

The George Foster Peabody Collection on ‘the Negro is at
Hampton Institute in Virginia. The collection had ita beginn-
ing in 1905, when Peabody obtained 1400 books and pamphlets
on the Negro and lent them to Hampton.sc In 1908 he presented
them to the library as a gift.5l 1In 1914 thellibrary of Dx. Phil
Broome Brooks was purchased for the collection.52 The library
is a large, old one and contains a magnificent collection of '
several hundred scrapbooks of clippings on almost every con-
ceivable subject for the years 1898-1920.53

There is a venerable, sizable collection in the Hollis
Burke Frissel Library of Tuskedee Institute in Alabama. The
original collection at Tuskegee owes its existence to the books
and materials that were moved from the general library collec~
tion to form a special collection.34 The material from the
Department of Records and Research, founded in 1908 by the
" famed bibliographer, Monroe N. Work, is also an integral and
priceless part of this collection,35 The George Washington
Carver Mu§eum. set up in 1938 containing Carver's discoveries

and art productions, is also on the Tuskegee campus.
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Morris A. Soper, a Morgan State College trustee, left

& grant to the Baltimore College for the purchase of books for
a special collection of Negroana.36 To this was added the
Emmett J. Scott Collection of papers on the history of the
Negro from 1900 to 1951357 and the Matthew Henson Collection
was donated by Herbert Frisby of Baltimore,58

The Black collections at Céntral State University and _
wWilberforce University in Ohio share a common beginning. The
collection of materials on the Black man at Wilberforxce goes
back to the collecting ménia of its founder, Daniel Alexander
Payne. Payne collected material on the African Methodist
Episcopal Church as its histoyiographer beginning in 1848 for
decades before he wrote his.fir;t histories of the church.39.60
Early records reveal that this collection waa-stored in a special
room along with thé papers of Martin Delaney. Benjamin Arnett
was another African Methodist bibliographer, and he attempted :
to' colisct everything ava;lable.on the Negro. These collec~
tions in addition to books and material from the general collec-
tion comprised the basis for the Payne Collection at Wilberforce.
In 1947, when Central State University was separated from
Wilberforce University, a part of the collection was separated
fro Wilberforce. To these materials were added the papers of
Hallie Quinn Brown, outstanding educator and eloqutionist.
Since then a number of gifts to both schools have increased
the value for research purposes.

The Heartman Collection on Negro Life and Culture is the

outstanding special collection of the southwes: housed at.

Texas Southern University in Houston. The collection was pur-
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chased for the library from Charles F. Heartman, a distin-~
guished rare book dealer.6l Several years ago a catalog of
cf the collection was published.

Detroit Public Library's, E. Azalia Hackley Memorial Collec~
tion of Negro Music, Dance, and Drama is believed to be the
only special collection which is devoted solely to music and
the performing arts. Hackley was a pioneer Black music edu-
cator; she lived in Detroit for a number of years, and died
there in 1923. 1In 1943, Fred Hart Williams, then president

of the Detroit National Association of Negro Musicians, suggested

the fprmatipm pf a collection of books and materials which would
worthily represent the ﬁlack contribution to American culture
in the field of music and the performing arts. Under Williams'
leadership rmaterial was gathered and formally presented to the
Detroit Public Library on December 10, 1943,62 ‘ |
The literature is filled with records concerning the
beginnings and sources of the nation's outstanding Black
collections. It would seem, in summary, that the majority of
the collections were started with material already in the general
collections. The purchase of a good, private collection has
been the basis of many of these collections. The purchase of
a private collection was not always the beginning - many pri-
vate collections were given to start collections. ‘The con=-
tinued growth of these collections can only be guaranteed
through appropriations of funds from regular budget' sources.
One may despair any day that all the good collections are
gone., This is not so. There are a number of excellent pri-

vate collections still outside libraries. Kaiser indicates
J9
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a number of collections still unbought ~ and they may not be

for sale. But it would not hurt to seek some of these collec-
tions: John C. Dancy papers, Kelly Miller papers, John W,
Cromwell papers, Countee Cullen papars, W..C. Handy papers,

and what about the Hall Johnson papers, or the papers of
Mauricé Hunter, lewis Latimer, Fred R. Moore or Geoxrge T. Down=-
ing. These are only a few. Every campus has a number of

local figures who have died and the papers are around somewlexe.
Dig them out.

Relatives of R. R. Wright, Jr. and Sr. must Lave materials
of great worth that are not secured in a collection yet. The
Journal of Neqro History and the Negro History Bulletin abound
with articles on outstanding Black people, surely the material
used must be in family archives or basements (probably the
latter). What avid scholar of Negroana cannot tell you of
searches which ended with a report that "those old things were
under the house, or we burned them."

Every town has a lodge or had one. Are those records in
your care? Churches are treasure troves of materials. Your
own campus may have materials stored away in boxen, file

cabinets, attics, etc. Look around. + the President to

designate your library as the archival agent for the campus.

Armed with this ukase,go forth and get the materials from deans,

registrars, teachers, even right there in your own stacka.

The local printer does not keep everything. Here is a
aource of local ﬁaterial. church programs, funeral obsequies,
local civic group programs, and photographs can be yours for

the asking. The local Black newspapers are another source.

Ji
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Students past and present can be sources for materials. A
letter to every known graduate, or former student, n;eay produce fine
additions to the collection. Boston University did not know that
M. L. Xing would be a world known leader when they sent him a letter
&s matter of course, asking him to send them any paper he might
produce.

There are still a lots of material out here. Go to it and
get it!!!
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DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND SPECIAL BLACK COLLECTIONS
- By

Nicholas E. Gaymon

INTRODUCTION
When I was invited to address this topic on dissemination,
my first reactior was to look at this topic to determine what
Dr. Robinson wants me to do. So I decided to keep the topic on
my desk readily available to my glance, hoping that I would be
enlightened by its presence. aAfter trying this for several days,

I discovered that I still was completely vague on what was expected

of me. My second reaction was to call Dr. Robinson. This I did,
This is how our telephone conversation went: I said, "I read

what you are saying and understand all of the words you are using,
but it would be helpful if you would just tell me in common every-
day words, what it is you want me to talk about."” He said:
"Assuming that we can locate Black Resources, find funds to purchase
them and find appropriate facilities from which to service them,

all we want you to do is to TRY TO TELL US HOW TO GET OUR STUDENTS
TO USE THE STUFF." So this is what I am going to try to do. Now
even after he told me what to do, I still can't tell you how to make
our students "use the stuff,"

I would like to just share with you my thinking on disseminétion
and use. First, let me express my approach through what I would like
to label first a NATIONAL EFFORT for dissemination: and second through
what I would refer to as a LOCAL EFFORT.
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NATIONAL EFFORT

I envision as a National Effort that attention be given to
establishing a network or clearinghouse or a group of networks and
clearinghouses that will facilitate effective library management
of resources dealing with Minority groups. Further, a model or
group of models,would be provided or developed that will reflect
an include all existing and projected materials and services with
estimates of priorities necessary to resources and needed services.
This would be done for example in the following way:

The oral history project that is in process at Fisk or the
Project that is in process at North Carolina Central would be con-
sidered as part of existing Projects that can be .included in the
network. Needs will be determined for other neesded projects or
services, and the location of these said projects will be desig-
nated, None of the many new projects will duplicate any of the
existing projects. when the whole network is completed, it wonld
consist of components that will accommodate:

l. Types of materials such as Original Manu-
scripts, Microfilm, etc.

2. Project, that would include selections,
acquisitions, catalog and classifications,
storage, indexing, abstracting.

3. Management functions such as planning,
training of personnel to handle materials
similar to this Institute,

4. Services, such as analyzing of information,
referrals, consultation, interlibrary loans,
and general circulation,

5. Projects, that will deal with library tools,
catalog cards, directories and review publica-~
tions.

Let us assume that in order to disseminate mac.erials that we

Q lf?




will consider approximately 130 predominately Black Academic
Libraries that wiil conetitute the network components. However,
only selected libraries would perform certain functions. We

could perhaps let Fisk be concerned with Types of Materials as
meritioned earlier, Atlanta University may handle Processing, Ala-
bama State may be concarned with Management Function, Howard or may-
be Texas Southern be concerned with Products.

Now once this National Effort is established, it should not be
left to ex