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ABSTRACT :

This report is a synopsis of the findings of a
nine-month research study intc the beliefs, attitudes, and behavior
of both adults and high school youth involved in the use of alcoholic
beverages and driving. A questionnaire was administered to a
nationally projectable samply of 1,660 adults between the ages of 18
and 55 and to a representative sample of 397 high schkool students.
The questionnaire attempted to measura the success of an extensive
three-year public information/communications effort on the problem of
drunk driving, sponsored by the U. S. Department of Transportation's
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Results
indicated significant progress since 1970 in incvreasing people's
awareness of the drunk driving problem, as well as a readiness to pay
higher taxes to support stricter law enforcement programs. Tae study
among high school students revealed an alarming amount of drinking
and driving, and almost as much involvement with alcoholerelated
situations as adults. The report also provides a thorough evuluation
of both sampie groups which can be used to give direction to future
efforts to solve the drunk driving problem. (Author/PC)
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| BACKGROUND

NHTSA has traditionally directed alcohol and highway
safety communications at the high school age group.

. It has been recogniied that adolescence is the time
when most peobfe are’faced with the use or non-use of’
alcohol for the first time. At the same time it is |
also the age at which fost people begin to drive,

(- | hecessitating decisions about how they will relate

their newly establiched drinking behaviar to their

~.~recently acquired driving opportunities.

In the midst of a growing concern for these young

e 5-7 | o ~ drivers and pedestrians in the alcohol-use environ-
ment, NHTSA in conducting a national adylt study on
Talcohol and highway safety considered it highly

‘o | desirable to supplement the adult study with a rep-~

resentative éamplé of'high schdol students.
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OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of this study is'éna1ysis of
a repreéehtativé sample of high school students to
provide NHTSA with'strateg{c direction for communi- -
catiohs' programs gimed at this group, Therefores

this research addressed the following question9§

| ", What is the size and nature of the
'{ ) . z _ target'for ﬁHTSA's high school youth
. |  programs? | |
+ What should the objectives be e
~ "of NHTSA prograns directed toward |
this target? |

e

. How should these messages or'programs

be presented?

- -

. What secondary targets are relevant
to NHTSA's efforts among the youth
population?

”




RESEARCH DESIGN

|
"
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In order to meet these objectivés, a two phase |
research design was executed. |
1a. EXPLORATION: To develop the measurement tool

. ReView of Existing Data

Relevant data sSources were ravieved
to determine issues of concern and

the data necessary for analysis.

. Qualitative Development

Two high school focus groups were
conducted, one among drinkers, one
“among non-drinkérs. This phase h
deve]oped hypotheses and, in addition,
« provided appropriate consumer language
for the questionnaire in the measure-

ﬁent phase.
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PILOT MEASUREMENT PHASE: To_ pre-test and

refine the measurement tool.
. Objective

In order to meet the réSearch objectives
it was seen that a major portion of the
necessary data was both personé] and |

sensitive.

To insure both truthfulness and freedom
of expression a two-fold resolution was

suggested:”

. The interviewing would be conducted

PRSIt

in central location out of the res-

PRSIV

pondent's home.

. Al personal behavioral data was

WU |

~ collected in a self-administered

answe: booklet.

LYoy
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. Method

The entire administration and interview-

ing process was pre-tested.

WHO? 16 completed interviews and the.

screen necessary to obtain them.
WHERE?  Boston.

WHEN?  June, 1974

P S N




IIb, MEASUREMENT PHASE: To measure a representative
sample of youth according to the objectives of

the study.

\
i

v

WHO?  © - 1848 households were screened by
telephone for high school students
willing to participate in a study
on general social issues. An |
eligibilify qubta based on sex and._..

; o | yedr in high school was applied.* .
| Yield: o
C,‘: - C : | . JOTAL WALE FEMALE
HIGH SCHOOL |
Freshmen 96 48 48 -

| Sophomores 101 51 50 A
P | R Juniors 100 48 52
Seniors . 100 50 50

Guthte 00 Gwmes 0 Seaas

397 197 200

v WHERE? - Central locations chosen in 25 areas to
give adequate geographica] representation
and reflect the metropolitan and non-

metropolitan composition of the country.

e | . WHEN? June, 1974
\)' ) o . 1"% ' .
EC . . + . . . . ‘

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

v - .
* A dotailed description of the Sample appears in the
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- , WHERE DO PEQPLE RANK THE PROBLEM OF DRUNK DRIVING?
(Base: Total Adult and High School Sample) R

- % Rating "Extremely" orA"Very" Important -

RANK Lo | T ORANKT -
0o . TOTAL ADULTS .. TOTAL HIGH SCHOOL "
SOCIAL ISSUES: o -
Corruption in
1. Government " 83% 78% 1
"2 Drug Abuse . 83% » 2% 4
Crime in e | .
‘3. Sirests - 82% | 1764 2
X Inflation - 829 645 6
L orunk Oviving  WLLLLILTELLLLI TR 76 I s s
/" pollution of the - :
6  Environment 69% | ' 76% 3
7 Achelism ‘ 67% . l62% 8
g  Energy Crisis | ~ |esa | 63% 7
9 Unemployment ' | 56% : . 45% | 10
Mo Racia) Confliets | 508 . 50% 9

%

§

1




NHTSA
HIGH SCHOOL SAMPLE

1. MARKET DEFINITION

Size and iature

Alcohol Attitudes

Drifking Behavior

Driving Behavior

" 1L STRATEGIC PROBLEM
| . Knowledgeability
. Willingness to Act

I11. COUNTERMEASURE POTENTIAL
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1. MARKET DEFINITION
THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

Size and Nature

Alcohol Attitudes

prinking Behavior

Driving'behavior
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THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
} SN W . -
. + Size and Involvement
@
. /‘.—‘..
. Lt '/
3.3 - ~




/3

-

DOES THE HIGH SCHOOL SAMPLE HAVE
THE ALCOHOL RELATED SITUATION?

HOW FREQUENTLY
CONTACT WITH
(Base: High School Sample)

NON- INVOLVED

34% .
' 16% -
NO ARS CONTACT
, ARS CONTACT
LESS THAN ONCE

A MONTH

_N

N\

. \ . X
ARS CONTACT
ONCE A MONT ' /
OR MORE
cial situation, with

Q. In the past 3 months, were you in any s0
young people and without adult supervision, that alcoholic

beverages were consumgd?

K

ARS-INVOLVED

Q. (HAND CARD) how frequently in the past 3 months, in the social
situation, with young people and without adult supervision, that
alcoholic beverages were consumed? '

- ~

C |
| ~ . 1.4

.

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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HOW FREQUENTLY DOES THE HIGH SCHOOL SAMPLE HAVE CONTACT WITH
THE ALCOHOL RELATED SITUATION?
(Base: High School Sample)

FREQUENCY OF CONTACT WITH
ARS IN PAST 3 MONTHS

T NON-TNVOLVED GROUP

NO CONTACT

349

16%

A
. /"‘.’.
LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH
d | ARS-INVOLVED GROUP
/ + ONGE A MONTH OR MORE
. “ ,' .
ERIC

% People . 4 Occasions

/-




THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

. Sample Characteristics

{ Y
” \\ — !

- demographic -
« scholastic
- sucial

.= personality |

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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‘ WHAT ARE THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARS - INVOLVED GROUP?
(Base: High School Sample) _
AGE OF . HIGH SCHOOL
RESPONDENT GRADE
. . ! .
18 years 21% 14% 18%
Senior 32% | P—
17 years 25 23 | PR 1
. . . 21 ~ Junijor 26
: 26
16 years 29
.’ 30 _ Sophomore 25
15 years 18 . : . 3
hman 17 .
14 & Under__["7 12 Fresima A
3 ARS-INVOLVED  NON-INVOLVED -~ ARS~INVOLVED NOM-INVOLVED
RACE OF . SEX OF
(- RESPONDENT .- RESPONDENT
Non-White | ~—B% ™ 53
T | 38%
: ' Male 61% e
. White 95 93 o
7 ) : ’
62
Female 3
' ARS-INVOLVED  NON-INVOLVED B ARS-INVOLVED  NOM-IHVOLVED
\ g "




WHAT ARE THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARS - INVOLVED GROUP?

(Base: High School Sample)

# STATEWIDE LEGAL DRINKING AGE ‘* REGION
L] . . )
O .l X
- North East ' 26%
UNDER 53% | 53% :
21 P North Central 27 30
Y . . South 33 3.
YEARS 47 ' 47 :
oLD : ' ‘
N . West 1] 19
ARS- ~ NON- ARS- HOM-
INVOLVED

" INVOLVED INVOLVED ' * INVOLVED




. WHAT 1S THE ARS-INVULVED HIGH SCHOOL' STULENT'S SCHUOL AND SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT?
i (Base: High School Sample) _ T

HIGH SCHOOL

) ACTIVITY
CURRENT GRADES _ INVOLVEMENT
Very active 10% 18%
Very good 24% 28%
) Quite active 23 17
Better than
average 3 %9
.. Rather active 38 a3
‘Average 28 ) s D
. a3 fot at all T
} : : O active ' 29 22
Poor/Fair 15 10
~ . ‘ ARS-Involved  Non-lnvolved " ARS-Invoived Non-Involved
(./ | . : '
SPORT ACTIVITY SOCIAL ACTIVITY ;
INVOLVEMENT INVOLVEMENT -
. Very active | 214 20%
‘ : Lot§ of : ,’41%
Quite active 15 . 15 projects 42% .
< Rather active 22 25
- : : - One project 3 38
Not 00 : ' -
activa a2 39
) * . Don't get :
, “{nvolved . 27 21
ABS-Involved Non-lnvolved ' ARS-Involved  MNon-Involved

Q. Hhich phrase best describes your school grades during this current year?

Q. Which phrase best describes your involvement with school activities 1ike clubs,
newspapers, yearbooks, ete?

Q. Which phrase best dnscribes how active you were in school sponsored team sports?

Q. Which phrase best describes how involved you are with activities outside of school?

G
- 3
T
-




WHAT ARE THE EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS OF THE APS - INVOLVFD |

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT?
(Base: High School Sample)

EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS:

Go beyond college to get
doctorate or master's
degree '

| Graduate from ColleQe
0 /‘—.“
e © professional or trade

school after college

Graduate from high school

4o Nhén old enough, quit
high §chool

Q. Which phrase best describes the highest level you

on your. schooling?

30% 31%
33 33
20 18
‘16 17
ARS- NON-
INVOLVED INVOLVED
want to go
~
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Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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WHAT ARE SOME RELATIONAL CHARACI
ARS~-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOQL GROUP?

(Base: High School Sample) |

RATING OF FAMILY UNITY:

ERISTICS OF THE- - ..

e m—

of close friends 38

Pretty much of a loner

‘ 28%
Very-clqse 35%
Quite close . 39
. ' 38
Rath los
a ef close 24 19
Not too close R 9 7
) ‘/""—"' .
" RATING OF SOCIAL LIFE:
Know. a large circle 549
of acquaintances 59%
Have a small circle -
a sma i i3

Q. How would you describe your family?

Q. How would you best characterize your own social 1ife?

S DY,

L]




WHO ARE THE POTENTIAL INFLUENTIALS FOR THE ARS - IHVOLVED

HIGH SCHOOL GROUP?

(Base: High School Sample)

POTENTIAL INFLUENTIALS:

Friend your own age
 Brother or sister
Parents

Relative

Guidance Couriselor
Teacher

Clergyman

ARS -~ INVOLVED

44

36

1
N

as

-12%

] :» o

COMPARED TO THE
ARS - INVOLVED,
THE NON-INVOLVED
ARE:

G. 1f you had a personal problem Qhat required confidential advice or
assistance from another person, who would you be 1ikely to turn to?

SRR
Lo d

L




PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTOR STRUCTURE

- - | HIGH SCHOOL T
SOCIABILITY + 1 spend a lot of time visiting friends.
AGGRESSION + Stupidity makes me angry.
. 1 do not like to see anyone receive bad news.(R)
'DOMINANCE . 1 feel confident when directing the activity of others.
. . I think it is better to be quiet than.assertive.(R)
CAUTIOUSNESS . 1 am careful about the things I do because I want
to have a long and healthy life.
. 1 like the feeling of going fast.(R)
IMPULSIVITY . 1 f;nd ?hat I sometimes forget to 'look before I
eap . . '
+ Rarely, if ever, do I do anything reckless.(R)
SUPPORTIVENESS, | |

I believe in giving friends lots of help énd advice.
If someone is in trouble, I try not to become invelved.(R)

-

~,  OF_FRIENDS

O NEED FOR SOCIAL
. RECOGNITION

When 1 am doing something, I often worry about what
other people will think.

I will not go out of my way to behave in an approved

P way {(R .

~ ACCEPTANCE OF
SOCIAL ORDER

”~
.

I believe the society we live in is bretty good the
way it is. - |

I would make a lot of changes in the laws of this
country if I could.(R)

.\.
L J

I obey the law even when I am convinced it is in
need of change.
If I can get away witn it, I will break any law which

RESPECT FOR LAW

ny _ I think is bad.(R)
HELPFULNESS TO - . .
OTHERS . 1 enjoy helping people even if I don't know them very

well. .
I try to get out of helping other people if I can.(R)

L 3

!
)

{(R) =+ Reversed for .factor scoring. .
(;m\ .. ;
ERIC S |

e i o ™~ .
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:




SOCIAL ALIENATION - Nowadays, a person has to live pretty much for
- today and let tomorrow take care of itself.
. It's hardly fair to bring children into the world
with the way things look for thé future. :
. You sometimes can't help wondering whether anything
is worthwhile, ' .

- HOPELESSNESS . There are many people who don't Know what to do
with their lives. :
. In a society where almost everyone is out for him-
self, peop}e soon come to distrust each other.

NON~INVOLVEMENT ‘o

WITH PEOPLE - . Letting your friends down is not so bad because you

can't do good all the time for everybody.

. People would be a lot better off if they could live
far away from other people & never have tu do any-
thing for them.

LIBERALISTIC - Sexual behavior should be bound by mutual feelings,
not by formal and legal ties. :

- * Police should not hesitate to use force to maintain
("‘\ . Or’der O(R,)

FAMILY ALIENATION * Sometimes I feel that my parents have no real under-
o ' standing of what I want out of life.
o > In dealing with my family, I do not believe that there
: : really is a "generation gap".(R) -

-~

HOSTILITY + 1 sometimes feel resentful when' I don’t get my own
. . ‘ Way. . '

- . 1 can't help getting into arguments when people.dis-
' agree with me. -

AUTONOMY . If 1 have a problem, I like to work it out alone.
I usually try to share ny problems with someone vwho
can help mel(R) : :

P

'(£3).=.Reversed for factor scoring.

-

Q ) : .
' o g 5:3: ' ‘ -
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INVOLVED

WHAT 1S THE PERSONALITY/LIFE STYLE PORTRAIT OF THE ARS -
HIGH SCHOOL GROUP?

(Base: High School Semple)

\

\.

1
COMPARED TO THE NON-
INVOLVED, THE ARS -

INVOLVED 1IS:
Lower Higher

Sociability ' - 26%

; ~Liberalistic. T 25

 Impulsivity | 122

(:“\ : Autonomy | '_ 14

Aggression ' - |2

Non-Involvement with people _ 6

~ Family alienation . | 5 ,
~ Hostility | 1 o

Social alienation -
o . Acceptance of social order B ’ 3

Dominance . 3
" Need for social recognition 6"
Hopelessness . 7
Supportiveness of friends onl
Helpfulness to others . 13
Cautiousnéss . 24
Respect for law . 52

EMC 4 . 0 o 4 ' "

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




¢ THE PERSONALITY/LIFESTYLE PROFILE OF THE ARS-INVOLVED
HIGH SCHOOL GROUP

When compared with the Non-Involved group, those young
people tend to be a good deal more social and group-

oriented. They like to be with a group'of their peers

in most of their social activitigs. In terms of their
social and civic attiﬁudes, they are more likely to be
1iberal and permissive aqd feel that their current social
environment is overly réstrictive and aythoritarian in

( > - jts attitudes towards young people.

Their involvement in drinking tends to be very much of a.
| )

- social activity., It is actuated not so much by anti- _
social attitudes, but rather by their greater degree of
"A,' ' * impulsivity and desire to experiment with new experiences.
.Théir willingness to do this is reinforced by their greater
degree of self-confidence and abi1ity_to make ﬁhéir own

s dgcisions about what they want to do.

L
$

o3
[ 4




" With regard to their likelihood of controlling the

behavior of other members of their social group, these
involved high school students diéblay no tendency toward
helping or supporting their friends. In this sense, the
social grdup. in which they part%cibate, is probably not
very commitment-oriented and most of the students are

reluctant to take the lead in attempting to influence the

_behavior of others. This is so even in situations which

are risky from the standpoint of legal difficulties or

/ggﬁual personal danger to members of the group.




THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

. Alcohol Att.i tudes
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WHAT ARE THE PARENTAL DRINKING PATTERNS OF THE
ARS~INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP?

(Base: High School Samples) .

FATHER'S DRINKING PATTERNS . ' H

Heavy Drinker S (E?

20

Medium Drinker 33 -
54
} Light Drinker 49

S Doesn't drink at all 13 23
e ' ARS-Involved Non~Involved
”~

¢

.MOTHER'S DRINKING PATTERNS

% 1%

- Heavy Drinker =
Medium Drinker 10
51
Light Drinker 60
42
Doesn't drink at all 28
— - : ARS-1nvolved ~~ Non-Involved -
\.(lf/‘ | . . s o~ ) ¢
: 37 o
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. The ARS-Involved group #s not a friﬁge
element of the youth group but draw; from

all age, class, and student types.

" somewhat older, yet 25%
are fifteen yearé old or

younger.

- " slightly more male, yet
'« ) . . fully four in ten are

 females.

- they report the entire range - :
of grades, aétivities.'involve-

Y - . * ment as the Non-Involved.

- as'with the non-involved,
peers are the influencer

. environment.

R T Py v e ‘

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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. T HIGHLIGHTS
MARKET DEFINITION SIZE AND NATURE

. Using alcohol-in the unsupervised peer
social occasion is a large and
gervasivé experience of the current

high school population.

. There is a group within this total

(;“. ' " population that is large (50% of all high

| school students) and frequently (once a month
or more) involved in the alcohol related .-
situation whicb is a peer and unsupervised
PR | occasion. This gfoup. which we call the

| ARS-Involved, accounts for almost all of
these peer/unsupvervised occasions reported

.o o by the sample.

e -

ERIC T j L~

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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.  The ARS-Involved group’wﬁile in the
mainstream of youth sample character-
jstics are high differentiated from .
the Non-Involved students by theiﬁ Lo

personality profile,

- the ARS-Involved are more

1ikely to be surrounded by
a crowd, which forms the

setting for social and new

experiences.
J ) . fofﬁality,.authority, rules
(jﬂ . ' and regulations are generally
P .

“to be tested or ignored.

- relationships are formed with

“many pecple but not at any

| - I S . | depth or level of commitment.

- impulse and not caution'is the

rule.

These strong personality differences indicate the oppor=
tunity"to communicate directly to the ARS~Involved group

rather than youth in general.

| (ij | . : 3 |
,EC ' - ‘ : | i o ~

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




. In general, the alcohol attitudes

of the ARS-Involved can be described
. » ) ‘as more "pro" drinking than the Non-
o | . Involved. They have very positive
: (L;} _ B ' .' feélings about teen drinking and the
soctal utility of alcohol. This is
understandable.in the context of their
parents' own use of alcohol which is
-/.": | o ; considerably greater than the Non-’

Involved group. : . o

-t
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'3 THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
Cj o . Drinking Behavior
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HOM FREQUENTLY DOES THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES?

A

(Base: High School Sample)

Lt . DRINKING FREQUENCY '}
Two or more days a week 26% a%
. 7 4%
§
(\, One day a week 19 8
v
" Once every two weeks 28 9”
"Less than once every two weeks 25 N 45
Don't diink 6 -3
' ARS~INVOLVED NON-INVOLVED
Q. Which phrase best describes how often you drink any type of alcoholic beverage?




WHAT INDICATIONS OF DRINKING VOLUME AND DRUNKENNESS DO WE HAVE ON THE
ARS-~INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS?

' (Base: High Schoo! Sample Who Drink)

ARS
ADULTS
Lk
MOST NUMBER OF DRINKS ON ANY ONE DAY _
IN THF AST WEEK ‘
1 Nine or more drinks 14%, g%

28 ‘ Four to eight drinks . 29 14

52 One to three drinks -39 33

9 No drinks 18 51

ARS-INVOLVED NON-INVOLVED
NUMBER OF TIMES DRUNK
IN THE.-PAST MONTH
Four or more times - 15% 0 .~ .
‘ . Two or three times 19 ' 4
: : 61%
* Once | 27. .' 26
.. None 39 70
‘\

ARS-INVOLVED NON-INVOLVED

Q. During the past week (last 7 days), what was the most you had to drink on . one day
Q. How many times during the past month have you considered yourself pretty drunk?




gl "On.,.‘
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WHICH TYPE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE IS DRUNK N(ST OFTEN. BY THE

ARS ~ INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL.GR(UP?
(Base: High School Sample who ¢rink)

ARS ADULT

% . L
TYPE OF ALCOHOLIC .
BEVERAGE DRUMK
MOST OFTEN:

584  Beer S 75% -

8%  Wine - 0%
* 34%  Liquor - 12%
Whatever 1 can get 0%

ARS ~ INVOLVED

Q. Which of these alcoholic beverage do you drink most often? o

34 ;

50%

354
12%

3%
NON - INVOLVED
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WHAT DOES THE ARS - INVOLVED GROUP SEE AS THE SCURCE OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR MINORS?
(Base: High School Sample)

—
’ :

WHEN DRINKING OUTSIDE THEIR |
"OWN HOME, SOURCE OF | i
ALCOHOL1C BEVERAGES . |

: !
Ruy it themselves 14% | } 7%
Take it from their homes 26% : 3%
} ' ) 1
‘. .‘/.’“‘..
. .‘/
P gayeilegal age friends | 50% , 604
\
ARS - INVOLVED . NON - INVOLVED

™

Q. When drinking outside their own home, where do the under-aged
persons that you know get their alcoholic beverages: -

A
AR

eRlC . |
f : .
M AR




C - . Peer Drinking

-




WHO ARE THE DRINKING COMPANIOHS OF ARS - INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP? : _ .
(Base: High School Sample) -

MOST FREQUENT DRINKING COMPANIONS

§ - '
= Male and Female Teens . 58% . 36%
,./“”"‘"
,/
Teenagers of my own sex 32 26
.‘. / .
Members of my own family _ 6' 30
Teenagers of opposite seX 3 _ g
By myself ] | '
_ARS ~ INVOLVED NON - INVOLVED

,C\‘ : o '
' | I A

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




WHAT 1S THE PEER DRINKING BEHAVIOR OF THE ARS - INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP?
(Base: High School Sample)

DRINKING BEHAVIOR OF PEER GROUP

A1l of closest friends 17% , 1%
drink %
Most of them drink 44 SR E
Some of them drink .
o . 37 54
None of them drink B .
C : 21 26°

TYPE OF DRINKER IN PEER GROUP

"ARS - INVOLVED

HON - INVOLVED

- Heavy drinkers 1% 0%
Moderate drinkers 48 21
Light.drinkers 49 53 .
2 26

pon't drink

-

0. Which phrase best describes Your closest friends?

ARS - INVOLVED -

HON - INVOLVED .

. Which phrase describes the drinking frequency of your closest friends?

A3

L]

\




@ - “YHE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

. Driving Behavior

o

. . .
! .
¢ .

D LT . -

\

l ﬂ'.'h

. AN
s . —) . IR > 'Y

5 , |
ERIC o R

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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WHAT PROPORTION OF THE ARS - INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

HAVE A DRIVER'S LICENSE?
(Base: High School Sample)

L

CURRENT LICENSE STATUS:

(jf _Valid Licen;e -_ 65% | ' . 46%
P
-
. Valid Leayner's Permit - 1 12
5+ No Valid License ‘. .‘ | = S 42
ARS ~ INVOLVED ﬂON ; INV?LVED.

™

Q. what is the present status of your driver's license?

) Y ' . L
QO /,‘ (’ ‘ \
. PH ~
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( VHAT IS THE CAR USE AND VIOLATION EXPERIENCE OF THE ARS
B * HIGH SCHOOL GROUP?

(Base: High school Sample who drive)

CAR RESPONDENT DRIVEN MOST FREQJENTLY

Own 25%
‘Family's only car 21
Family's second
car - 49
' Ffiend/Relative's _
car .
-

$

-,
(,/‘

ARS - INVOLVED -

MOVING TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

- More than one ,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- INVOLVED

N%

7

-

el

" NON - INVOLVED -

-

0%

e 1%
‘One _ 13 <3
y
. None . 76 - 88,
| ARS - INVOLVED " NON - INVOLVED
Q. Which number best describes the car you drive most frequently?
| Q. Not counting parking vio!ations; how many tickets for moving traffic
' (:t‘ violations have you ever had?
ERIC | o L AR ‘

L PN
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~ HIGHLIGHTS
MARKET DEFINITION
DRINKING/DRIVING BEHAVIOR

. The ARS-Involved high school student
is not only in the alcohol rela:
situation but is also a frequent user

(and abuser) of alccholic beverages.

-~ .43% report that they drink

with a frequency of once a

week or more. .

- on~"most drink%_in any one
day in the past week" they
report the same volume as
o ARS-adults (around 40% having’

4 of more drinks).

_ ~ 61% of this gfoup report
| they were drunk one or more

times in the past month,

b
&




-

Even more than adults, béer is

the most popular beverage by far,
with 75% of the ARS-Involved youth
group saying it is the beverage they

~ drink most often.

An aid to celebration/fun, taste and the
feeling of getting high are the major
reasons for the use of algot.ol among the |

ARS-Involved.




. The drinking locations reported by the
ARS-Involved underline both the lack of
e | adult supervision and the use of the car

in the midst of their drinking occasions,

while friends or own home are

frequent locations, over a

‘third indicated they drink

while driving around or drink

at the local hangoyt. Drive-ins:

(:\ ' | “also account for a'fifth of the
l o Yocations for drinking.

", The source of alcoholic beverages for minors

-~

{s reportedly legal age friends or taken frdh :

home,

. - Peers are the most frequent drinking
companions by far. Over half report they

4 = - most frequently drink with ﬁa1e and female

-

peers with an additional 32i. haming peer of
,their own sex as the most frequent companions.
As we would expect, these Involved individuals

, tend to associate with other teens who drink,
C - |
~/ . , s

ERIC 5 . -~

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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About two thirds of the ARS-Involved

group hold a valid driver's license or
permit. For 70% of them the car they
drive most frequently belongs to the .

family.

.24% of this group who drive have had a

moving traffic violation of some sort.

A
by
N




t '"‘::\
\ ~
( a i
-
[. I1I. STRI-\TEGIC PROBLEM_
} ) o :
. Knowledgeability
S
L . . Willingness to Act
.-‘/‘“-.
!
=3 7
~




/ ;00‘; ':.‘.:,'.o s
Fam
o -
: . VX,
:
.
- . "/,
b ) / i
e

j S | S
. Know]edggability

-~ .
' -~
4
. H
[ 2
[ .
3
re
“
.
¢ L]
2o
t
[}
4
.
-~ .
.
+
) 0-:°
b
L. ..




/I
- .
. I :
oL+ 9g} SyuLJp OM3 JO 3u0 AQuo Ja34e Jed © aar4p 03 snosdbuep st 31 6<
. s9vey Joybiy sueaw 31 31 U3AI
kil : av| . BuiAtap junap jsuiebe smel «wmwum w;ouanm ﬁmepmmuwnnum - 89
;o O% . 28 _ pail1youo 3y3 jou ~pmcmammxcsgvm:uunwuwuummcw»wguucu»uwmup*mcm oL
C - %99} SOALJP BY UdYM 1t 403 agesuadwed JOULERD JUNUP Si Oyn uosdad y ol
- quswaaaby Auy Suiley i = S5pna1aIy K39395 AemybiH/1040d1y .
g9+ mm_ SJajuLJp (eLJ0S ueyl s3udp1IJe [e3e) 340 ISNEI SIJULJP wa}q04d 55
'. i oyodie 40 % ..
2= 2t : Aq si junap A iebaL st uosioa 8 wMupwmuwou i m~cc mww GL
b+ mwhﬁ\‘ saaa14p Bupyuiap AqQ pasned aue 3AL} *sSy3esp dijjeal usl KLa9A3 30 INQ 08
N €
T9Jdy PSALOAuUl-UON : . )
ayl ‘peAioaul-Syy _ 3a4by ,Ieymauns,, Swo3] obpaiMouy Ajajes Aemybig/10uodly .
ayj 03 pasedwoj 4n KBuoa3s, Suiley & - . . <
. . K IL0PV S8y
: G3AT0ANI-SYY
. (ardues 1oouds ubiy :3508) . )
£4N0YS 100HIS HOIH G3ATOANI-SYY wb» 40 S3IN3IY3dX3 WALV
3HL 01 31V13Y LVHL SW3il 3903 TIHONY OGNV S3ANLILLY T0HO Y 3Hi 3¥V 1VHM
* , . : ~ - -—
s : . Al {0

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERI




L e—

" DOES THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL SAMPLE KHOM ABOUT PEMALTIES FOR THE SALE .
CF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO PEOPLE UNDER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE? :
. (Base: High School Sanple)

ARS-INVOLVED NOM-INVCLVED

AWARE OF PENALTIES FOR
SALE TO MINORS -

PENALTIES (major verbatim responses)

“Temporary/Permanent loss of license to sell 67% _ - 528
Store/Bar/Company fined 39 ' 36
. Owner can be jailed 14 ‘ 23
Store/Bar can be closed , 7 - 6
| Don't Know . : n - 14
‘2

- -

P : :
+ . l' ' o ’ \




DOES THE ARS-INVOLVED HIG
THE ALCO
(Base:

AWARE THAT THERE ARE
POSSESSION LAWS

Yes

No

pon't Know

KNOW SOMEONE STOPPED BY THE POLICE -

H SCHOOL GROUP HAVE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE OF
HOLIC BEVERAGE POSSESSION LAWS?
High School Sample)

ARS=INVOLVED

. FOR POSSESSION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

73%
12
15

CONSEQUENCES OF BEING STOPPED (major verbatim responses)

Warned by the police
. Police called parents

Fined

Arrested by police

Jailed

Noth{ng

-t

t:.“‘
/!

29
19
15
10

6

N

NON- INVOLVED

70% -
N
19

.32

19

17

10
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'DOES THE ARS~INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP KNOW WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES ARE
' FOR CONVICTION OF DRIVING WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE? -
(Base: High School Sample)

. ARS-INVOLVED NON-INVOLVED

(>

HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF LEGAL OR OTHER
; CONSEQUENCES OF DMl .

. Jp— .
. CONSEQUENCES OF DMI (major verbatim responses)

“Ticense lost/suspended/Revoked . 73% 724
o, Driver is fined . 88 50
L Jail sentence S 40 39
d "~ Mark on license - 14 : 9
'y severe penalties after first offense N .12

Probation | : __ 7 10

-

ERIC o

FullTxt rovided by ERIC . . L}




DOES THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP KNOW WHAT
. BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRAION MEANS? '
(Base: High School Sample) o o

e’

. ) i \ ’
ARS-INVOLVED NON~-INVOLVED

__HAVE HEARD_OF THE TERM "BAC"

80%
MEANING OF THE TERM (verbatim response) h
Mentions of Amount/Quantity/% of Alcohol
in the Blood - .- 8% | 74%
$ Mentions of Measure of Intoxication - 21 18 ..
. Other _ 4 - 5
(:j‘. Don't Know 1 -3
DOES YOUR STATE HAVE A LAY BASED ON: BAC '
- No. . : | 2
“Don't Know . . 1€ 25
s WHAT 1S THE MINIMUM LEVEL BAC IN YOUR
STATE (Base: "Yes" to above) » . .
Any trace ' o 4% . 3%
v W05 ' 28 - 27
L1000 . ' - . 21 - 22
- 0012 _ _ 10 13
15 3 13 . 5
.30 (R o . e
Don't Know . , -3 ' 9
C
- 5 :
. ~

ERIC

TN . . \
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HOW MANY DRINKS DUES THE ARS~INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROLP BELIEVE A TEENAGER

CAN CONSUME AND REMAIN UNDER THE LEGAL BAC LIMIT?
(Base: High School Sample)

NUMBER OF CANS OF BEER
IN A ThO HUUR PERIOD

Eight or more cans 159 144
Five to seven cans 42 40 |
1
. |
Three or four cans 36 36
One or two cans —7 10
: ARS-Involved ~ Non-involved
NUMBER OF ORINKS OF LIQUOR
IN A TWO HOUR PERIUD
Eight or more drinks  E— - 6%
Five to seven drinks 21 23
Three or four drinks 46 45
. /M’.
One or two drinks 28 | 26
_ ARS-Involved Non~Invoived
NUMBER OF DRINKS OF WINE
IN A TWO HOUR PERIOD -
Eight or more drinks 23% 17%
Five to seven drinks 2 34
. 37
Three or four drinks 36
One o 0 drinks 9 12
Non «involived

AS«Involved

. ‘ES€?!
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WHAT PROPORTION OF THE ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP WAS

IN THE ACTUAL SITUATION WHERE THEY PERCEIVED
A POTENTIAL DWI ORIVER?

(Base: ARS-Involved High School Sample)

PAST YEAR IN A POTENTIAL OWI_SITUATION

36%

Did not perceive themselves
to be in the situation

. y /64%
Did perceive themselves
. to be in tiytuation

-

@ = Adult ARS-Involved Percent

-

fd -

%

1

3

WHEN PERCEIVED, DID OR
DID NOT TAKE ACTION

"Took No

Action
!

Took some
Actian

42%

”~

|

v
Z
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&7
 WHAT 1S THE ALCOHOL/DRIVING EXPERIENCE OF THE : S .
ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP? - :
(Base: High School Sample)
Frequency, in a car where ' _ ' |
driver was drinking quite heavily: i .
|
Once g week or more 13% _ﬂ} 34 2%} 59
Oace every 2 weeks/once a month 19 ) ; 3) .
Less than once a monih 42 ' 26
; Never . . | . f:;ijf;,/ | 69
(::; " | | ARS-INVOLVED . NON- INVOLVED
o \
Number of times respondent drove . '
drunk (driver's only): ' . o
: . . R E
" Three or more times ' 1 25% 14%
s T
Once or @wice : 25 3
Never | 50 | 83
“ : .
ARS-INVOLVED NON- INVOLVED

I

Q. How often have you been in a car where you or one of your friends
were driving after drinking quite heavily?

Q. About how many times in your 1ife have you driven a car when you
e were ‘really pretty drunk?

an o ~
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[

C. HOW DOES THE ARS-INVOLVED ADULT AND
' HIGH SCHOOL SEE THE POSSIBILITY OF DEATH AND MAIM QUTCOME?
(Base: Ars-Involved Adult and High School)

ADULT PERCEPTION TEENAGE PERCEPTION

OF DEATH/MAIM OF DEATH/MAIM
OUTCOME L IKELIHOOD OUTCOME LIKELIHOOD

- WHEN DMI DRIVER
1S A TEENAGER:

42%
Most Likely 15
, R S X
- Next Most Likely 8 M
. . .
} ¢ " ~ ~\ ]9%
_______ L .
N e - -

\-’-—0“—1

Third Most Likely

' o 10
’/
~ .
WHEN DWI DRIVER | e
1S A SOCIAL DRINKER: ' o
~' . . 23% ‘-uvnoam - wias
-, A1 -7
Most Likely 5 - 10
Next Most L%ke]y ) 4
. Third Most Likely 14 14

Q );:; . ' '-\




“ : " HOW DOES THE ARS*INVOLVED.HIGH SCHOOL GROUP RATE THEIR
DRIVING ABILITY UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL?

(Base: High School Sample kho Drive).

Driving Ability Under The Influence

‘ Much better 3 | g
Little better 4 , .
The same - 21 6
’ -
(:” Little worse o | 30 R
L
. _ P
Much worse | . - .8 3 .
Y 4 /
rd ' //
Never driven under the influence 4 .// 64
. | ‘//
l/ ‘ /_//
" S/
4 A

> .
=
(7]
<Z
Ty
les)

- IHYOL ' NON-INVOLVED

Q. How do you rate yqdr driving ability under the influence of
alcohol compared to the way you usually drive when you are
sober? -

AN
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HIGHLIGHTS
THE STRATEGIC PROBLEM

ARS-Involved ycuth are knowledgable about
the major role of alcohol in traffic
fatalities, and thé fact that problem '
drinkers cause more fatal accidents. Their
levels of .agreement on these issues aﬁe very

similar to the adult ARS-Involved group.

. They don't believe it's danyerous to drive
after one or two drinks, but think that when you

. are drunk you can't compensate for it when you drive.

They tend to support the adult belief that it

is the innocent victim who is killed in the ”

DWI accident.

- On the issue of higher taxes to support stricter

Taw enforcement,.the ARS-Involved are some
twenty percentage points Tover than either

Involved adults or Non-Invoived youth - a

further indication of their low regard for law,

‘Q(‘S .
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The ARS-Involved group is aware of the

penalties for selling to minors and
~ the restrictions against youth ppssesSion
* of alcoholic beverages. Thuy tend to know

_'someone stopped for possess-on, but few

have heard of harsh. consequences. On the

{ssue of DWE they know it is defined by.

BAC and what BAC is in general, also the

legal consequences. They do not under-

stand the specific levels involved nor

how much drinking it takes to get there, -

especially for beer and wine.’

Even more than adults, they believe showe}s

and b]éck coffee cah sober up a person and

1ike adults they'agree stropgly that mixing -

drinkings increases the effect.




. ARS-Involved youth.agreé that a person
doesn t have to stagger to be drunk,
| but they feel it is easy to recognwze
impairment in others, They know you get
drunk faster under medication and on an
empty stumach, but reject the fact that
a small persan gets'druﬁk faster than a

large one.

(:,> : .' | . . The belief that impairment 1s.easily

| z‘recognizable is borne out by the fact
that almost two-thirds of ARS-Involved | R
youth perceived themselves to have been
in the potential dWI situation in the past
year, This is strikingly contrasted to the
less than 50% of adults. On the other hand,

among th1s high percent of perceivers, only

-,

a 11tt1e over half (58%) took some poswtive
.action as compared with three-quarters of .

" the adults.

ERk(I

'
[AFo e rovded o v . ' ' i




« On the contrary, they frequently N
| have driven or have been a passenger where
the driver was drinking heavily. This lack
- ," of concern can be attributed to their belief
that death or serious 1njury i§ not a probable
(:: - .. - outcome from drunken teen driving and that
| they tﬁemselves don‘t'fee1 théy drive much

worse when they are under the influence. .

PO

o 3
~.
;.:—s‘

ERIC
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V. COUNTERMEASURE POTENTIAL
. FOR TEENAGE DWI .
( : . - Countermeasures for ARS - Involved
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WHAT COUNTERMEASURES OFFER POTENTIAL WHEN THE POSSIBLE

DWI IS A PEER OF ARS-INVOLVED HIGH SCHOOL GROUP?
(Base: ARS-Invoived High School Sample)

% Rating "Extremely" Likely to do-

" "COUNTERMEASURES

Make the suggestion to the person that you
drive him/her home

Get personally involved, don't just get out of
situation

Make sure that you don't ride with him or her

Make sure no one rides with them if you

can't stop them from driving
Suggest to the person that they stay
overnight at your home

Organize the rest of the group to stop him
or her

Try to take their car keys away if they-
insist on driving

- Physically restrain them if they insist on

. dr" vi ng

‘call an adult, maybe even his or her parents,

to help get home
When all other measures fail, call the police

19

19

17

SITUATION You are with a group of your friends, one of them
is very drunk and about to-drive a car.

"3

VAf = High potential countermeasures

= Moderate potential countermeasures
= Low potential countermeasures




ARE THERE PEER GROUP COUNTERMEASURES THAT MIGHT |

OFFER POTENTIAL?
(Base: ARS- Involved High School Samp]e\

-% Rating_"Extremely" Likely To Do-

COUNTERMEASURES

_ . . _‘
* Help the person who is driving to 1imit his or her | 268
drinking ' |
. get the group to care for heavy drinkers, parti;ularly 36

to ‘see that they don't drive

Bring to the attention of the group the serwousness 2

- of drinking and driving .
(:“; gxclude persons from the group who frequently drink 9
too heavily and drive BRI

.7

Q. How likely wou'ld you be to do each of the following if-you were
ever in a group in which drinking and driving frequently occurred?

S High potential' countermeasures

= Moderate potential countermeasures
= Low potential countermeasures

S . '




HIGHLIGHTS
COUNTERMEASURE POTENTIAL

. The ARS-Involved respond. to the
hypothetical situation where there is a
need for actﬁdn by expressing an attitudina]‘_
willingness to act saying they would not
just get out of the situation, but would

become involved.

§ “ S, 'The specific countermeasures with the highest
| - potential ig'the offer to drive the person .
(:- o . " home, and making sure no one rides with

the drunk person,

- -,

"
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countermeasure action.

R W

75

When in a group that frequently drinks'
and drives, the ARS-Involved expresses

a strong likelihood to help limit the.
driver's drinkiné. Additional potential
seems to exist for group action in making
sure the heavy drinkers don't drive and

that the problem is treated seriously.

Seeking assistance from adults,

~ either parents or police, does not -

present a viable alternative for |

i
1




