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Abstract

This paper reports the first phase of a larger longitudinal
follow-up study of grsduates of Ycuth Aliyah, a group care program
for Israeli adolescent immigrants., It describes the cultural dback-
grounds of the target groups, including the socially disadvantaged and
behaviorally disorderei among them who are referred to herein as "high
risk” and subjaect to special intervention provisionsz in Yeouth Aliyah.
The effects of these special mrovisicns ani of the more typical Youth
Aliyah efferings were evaluated :n ihe lasis of tests of general intelli-~
gence, language developmeat, and social adjustment administered by the
Israeli Army tc all inductees., Reswlts show that the Youth Aliyah
groups compared favorably witb naticnel norms, thus attesting to the
compensatory valuz of special total care provisions for the "high risk"

chilédren.
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At its incencion in the carly 1950%s, Youtt Aliyah* vas conceived
as an organized campaisn to attract Jewigsh adolescenis away from the
terrorizing, anti-semitic envircnmeat of Central Furope and inspire thec
to move alone or with thelr families to Palestine where they could start
o new life fiee of fear and harussment. It offered refuge to thousaends
of young people who saw no hope of sclf<fulfillment in the 0id World.

At the same tim2 it sparked their ideelistic inclinetion to help duild
their ancient howelsud as a pormanent haven for themselves and for futuce
cenerations of Jews,

During the pre~war poriod, 1934-39, Touth Allyeh was mainly involved in
rescuing those children who vwere direculy tareatened ty the Mazl o
ragimes in Geruany ond Austria, Duing boe war ond irmediately afterwards
the rescue opercetion spread wilely ainto Wesiern and Eastern Europe in an
effort to reach orphaned ~hildran wuo had survived th.e holocaust., As
many a8 72% of the children arrivirg ia Palestine and Israel on those
years originated from various paris of Burope. T1ne third kind of rescue
began around 1948 when a large proportion of cnildren gathered into the
Youth Aliyeh framework came from Islamic countries (63% in the 1950's
and k4% in the 1960's). Trese children aud adolescents were saved not
only from political orpression dbut elso from & condition of severe economic
fmpoverishment and status deprivation. £As ol this writing, approximately
135,000 children have te. n part of the 39-year history of Youth Aliyeh,
Table 1 shows the changing nature cf the fouth Aliyah subjects for the
period 1934~1967.

% The Hebrew term "ALiyah" literaily means 'gcing up." in this paper it
refers to emigration to Israel.
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Table 1

Numbor and Percent in Youth Aliysh by Period and Origin

Feriod Total aztern Lastern Islamic Israell
Eurcope Lurope Coun*ries Born
1934-39 14,956  L,k3k (90f) 522 (10%) - -
1953-h5 10,269  2,7€8 (2T%)  h,S27 (85%) 1,751 (17%) 1,323 (119)
1h5-k9 2,192 1,308 ( TE) 17,085 (Ta%) 4,075 (171%) 1,225 ( 5%)
1935059  kE s a5k ( 34) 10,042 (21%) 30,654 (63%) 6,368 (13%)
1960-67 26,101 1,963 ( &) 6,73y (26%) 11,485 (44%) 5,908 (22%)
Totals  ilh,1th 12,539 {11%) 39,036 (35%) 47,965 (%2%) 1k,62k (12%)

undercéevalered’ socleties

The iutexcation of groups and individuals origirating from oriental

to the Imyu

the State face=to~face wiih a numpouodsd integratisn problen,

Jinked to changc-

to adapt themselves to iife ip a nodern technoiogical soclety.

231 oceidwmtal cultuvre has brought
The first is
which ihe inmigrants nonnally have to vndergo in order

This Qiffi-

culty is a direct fun=:ion of the dagree »f geaerel cultural difference

between established and imigrant g~ wps s reflected in their life styles,

traditions, value systems, and languages.,

In couparison to new arrivals

from Western societies, those comlug from fslamic countries are disadvantaged

because of the great distonce debtween their culture of origin and that which

they find in Isreel.

Dut beyond the pachlem of cultural discontinuity

that affects all immigrants from Eastern countries, there are added handi-

caps facing the socially disudvantaged among them,

They are not only differ-

ent from the aetive born host pormuiation; they also suffer deprivation

within the immigrant group.
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Cridtural deprivatlon 5 comceived here ac thoce adaptational defic-
iencies which are produced by aa estrergement from one's own cultural
values. Th.s estrangement results from a host of historical socio-
economic conditions and changes in ethnic structures which cbstruct the
transmission of culturaul values between generations. Social disintegra-
tion has destroyed the capahiliiy of commumal institutions to function as
effcative transmission agants, and the problem has been aggravated by the
fallure of the nuclear family to mediate the temporal dimensions of the
world to their children. The resvliant syndrome of cultural deprivation
is characterizcd by slcw cognitive development and e deficiency in adap-
tive capacities whenever confrontad witi. the neced to change. When cul~
tural deprivation canbizes wiita eulturel dlfference tha chencesfor suc-
cessful acculturaticn becoms severely immalrad. Acceordingly, the work done
by Youth Aliysh with oriecntal chiidxen could be defiued 23 & rescue operaw~
tion in that it has redeeued children and youth from & rolitically hostile
enviromment and from a state of culturel deprivation brought ulout by a
rapid process of sociow-cultural disintegration.

As long as the function of Youtl: Aliysh was one of rescve, questions
ehout the efficiency of th2 verious programs were, although of interest,
not of major concern to its administreiors. Priority was almost exclusively
directed toward the practical task ¢f saving children by bringing them to
Israel, and the only availctle fremework for Joing this at the time was
Youth Aliyah, Today, however, the situation is quite different. Youth
Aliyeh is no longer the sole absorbing and care-taking agency available to
the immigrant child; a number of alternatives are open to him. He can live

at home with his immigrant parents while participating in a day care program;

6
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e can be placed with a testar faulily; or he can be referred to several
cther typzs of total and part-time care cutside the muclear family, Changes
in Israeli society have opened a variety of compensatory prograns for
children from deprived and marginsl groups, including both immigrant and
natire born in Israel.

In view of the cumilative experience with children exposed to the
Youtih Aliyeh program, it is now possible to assess the long range effects
of the program on the subsequent acculturation of socioeculturally differ=
ent and deprived children who had graduated from it. The future role
assigned to Ycuth Aliy-h ray strorgly depend on the answers derived from
such follow~up studies.

Broadly speskins, wheve are three cavegories of Youth Aliyah wards,
The {irst is still the adolescert ariiving in Fsrsal without his family
who is accepted into the Ycuth Allye: fremework while still abroad. The
second category is comvosed of wevan immigrating to Israel with their
rarents. Referral to Youth Aliysh is the result of a decision taken by
the parents and/or tha ~hildren, usuelly determined by socio-cultural,
economic, and familial fectors. The third group consists primarily of
Israeli born children, although usuatily of irmigrant parents, who exhibit
a variety of meladaptive cnaracteristics that necegsitate their placement
outside the nuclear family. The change in the type of population referred
to, and sccerted by, Youth Aliyah represernts a shift from prior rescue roles
tcwards noc2 educational and acculturative goals whick are pursued throuvgh

its special program of group care. eitiber in kibbutzim or youth villages.
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The Present Study: lLong~Term Effect: of Group Care

In the cerly 1950's the issue of group care had already beccime the
target of heavy criticism based on strong reservations about separating
the individual from his femily. ‘his ¢+ ‘cdsm was inspired by the
dynamic psychology of Freud, from wiich scme of its influential misine
terpreters derived the generslization that the famiiy is the sole reason=-
able locus for socializing the child, with parents playing the major rie
in this process. The hyvothesis was extended irdiscriminately to all
stages of develorment including early and lute adolescence, Such an
orientation reflected itself in a grsat rcluctance on the part of educators
and counsellors to detach the child frcm his family,

In cases where separation of the child was unavoidable, preference
was given to placement in & foster family. Where this, too, was impossible,
a kind of artificial family structure was instituted such as in the so-
called family cottages wiare children of different ages create a kiad of
sibling rather than peer gr~up. Considering the child's need for succor-
ant care, as evidenced by the work of Bowlby and Spitz, it was simply
maintained that the "worst family is better than the nonefamily" framework.
Therefore, great effort wes made by welfare agencies all over the world,
especially in the United States, to help maintain the child in a family
setting rather than provide him with institutional asylum. Although this
strategy seems appropriate in certain cases especially where the disintegra~
tion of the family is due to situational factors such as the death of a
parent, illness, or family disintegration through divorce, it may be largely
inappropriate where the family itself is the locus of socio-cultural and/or
emotional deprivation, Parents in such a family cannot easily function

8
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as socializing agents, mediaiing the envirorment for the child, and
orienting him to the werld of education and cccwpation, even if adeqguate
financial support were avallable. Ta2 home is beslicelly overstimulating
in its dayeto-lay farily caises but elao understimlating in that it fails
to nurture the child's adantive mechanisms in a complex sociaty.

Foster fewnily programs were for a very long time considered to be the
noxt best way co rexr & child in reed cf placement outside his own fawily.
T4 iz onlv in tha iast cecade thaé the foster family program has begun to
be questioned by such researchews n3 Laserverg (1365), Alpert (1965), and
Wolins (1965), Their objectrons t. foster family programs are varied and
mmerous, focusing primarily on the uwaderlying assumption that perceives
the nuclear family as the sole socialiuing agent, One ras Yo question the
generalizability of this essimption over all the varlovs developmental
phases the child undergoes, especia'ly those phases .here the specific
needs of developing youtk cre ofica different and sorstimes antegonistic
to the requirements of the family~-iy:e setting. Such a phase is adoles=-
cence, when the need to detach oneself from tce muclesr family is probably
one of the greatest sources of tension, siress, and conflict within the
family. Peer orientation is protatly the most common phencmenon at this
stage of growth for the ncimzl individual.

Since Yéuth Aliyah provides for tne fwi~lescent a peer-centered en-
viroment eway from his family, bai under the care and education of swrro-
gate parents, it is iuportant to assess ulc long~term effects of such a
program on its participants. Does Touth aliyah facilitate the accultura.
tion of culturally different, soclaily deprived adolescents who spend at

least two years in the program? How do ics gradustes fare in ltheir

9
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occupationi) dev-lament marital statvs, secial Integeabicn, and genw
eral morale vithin a wrentern-otiented socaety wiich makes more succecs
demends on the individael than dosiz tne society {rom -faich they came?

Oue of the esriiest wajor challen;es ccufronting the ward: soon after
gradiation from south »liyuh is aimy life with ite heavy rocaal, physical,
and intellectual domandc, The mresani study focusas on this peried of
Ltucir early adivithoul by evwainirng ol peafornsance records as military
d:afiees 2and the coutvivetion of the Yevik Aliyah experieace to these arny
ratirgs. Sul:eguent studies vill Goal wila their postearviay history.

Terget Popularions end fhaip Youth Aliyan Programs

The initial pool fro: which ithe exyerimenial sample was drawn ine
cluded Youil Aliyan mexiumtes w.o ruspentoé to & avestionnaire on their
social, econcmic, cecupationsl, and ue.sital hisiory eb least ten years
after terminating their perticiyrilon *n the progrun, There graduates
ranged widely in cowntriss of ori:iin, ages at the tize of immigration,
dates of immigration, sccio-ccomanic status, and eduncaticnel Gevelopment.
In Youth Aliyah, ther nad beea educated in kibbutsz and youth villege
programs, some of which were religiously orieated vhile most were not,
and the content of thair ¢ducaticnal cceriences varied from academic ine
struction to agricuiturar and voeeatinwl tralning,

Respondents to the afocemencionad foiiww-up questionnaire could not
be randomly selected since nn records were kept o2 their present whereabouts,
The only wey tc reach them wes througa diveet iuvitaiions to known Ycuth
Aliysh graduates, infovzal refer=~l: frcm friends of the research team,
word of mouth turougu the respondencs themseclves, and open appeals trange

mitted via the mass media. Such procefures Lelped locate some 2,528

o 10




gduntas, #,M1 ef pham 2ctually reepended Tho pieblena of smuple blas
had to be taken inwo accousnt in crder $o use the respondenis as a popu~
lati=1 on which %o condust a studv of Youth Aliysh graduetes' performance
on Isvacli Army tests. This was done Uy comparing the xespondents' army
test saores with those of a randaam group of 853 Youth Aliyab graduates
drawn from Is:aeli Army files. o significant differences emerged, which
m.aot that the selected a.nd. random sasles could be collapsed for the
present inveatigntion, Moreover. mersralizations could then be made from
unalyses of tLe foliow-op questionnalre which will be reported in another
prper.

Once the <verall %e:u2t popuialisn had beea identified it became
apparent thui thase wepe (cally Lwo iypes of Youth Aliyuh gradvetes: (1)
T.ose who represented the asjority of tae grow) by virive of their having
completed ihe normal progrim, anl (2) those whe aad becn placed in special
intervention prograxs to heip thxr overcume various geycho~social and
cultural hendicaps. Members of th2 lattes samrle cowld be cousidered relae
tively high risk in wielr 17XIihood of becoming adapted to Isracli life.
One meas:re of the success cf their sdaptation in late adoleccence and early
aduithood was thedr poslortence or *ha Amuy tests which, iu effect, also
assessed the special Yovtu Allysh pecgsms Jdesigned (o facilitate the pere
sonal redevelopment of these childreun. Therefcre, in planning the present
follow~up study. it was decided nos only to fume on graduates oi' the noxmal
program but alsc on higaer rick sub=grouns ldeniified seperately ox the
compensatory prograas ja which they had pacticipated,

The Normal Yovth Aliyab Growps

Although the immigrant popviaticrn included scr2 behaviorally deviant

11
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and socio-culturallr dirodvarntaged childeen requiring special treatment,
the great majority wers brought up within the normal fremework of Youth
Aliyah, namely, the group care program, In this program great emphasis

is 1aid on three majry areas of adaptation: School, work, and group living.
Success in these activities is considered to be a prercquisite for ine
tegration into the normal peer group. V¥here individuals need help in theisr
adaptive cfforts, they are referred to specialized psychological and social
services of Ys,uth Aliyrh.

Typically, the daily schedule iacludes a kalf day of school activities
and another period of occupational crieatation varying from two to four
hours, according to the child's age which zlso determines the length of his
stay in the program, anyshere beiween tvo to seven years. The average
period spent in Youth Aliyah is sowrewhet more than three yeors with the
age of acceptance ranging: from eleven to atout mightsen. Graduation from
Youth Aliyah is usually followed sooa afterwards by induction into the army.

the Treatment Group

The treatment grovp conaists of severely disturbed, socially disad-
vanteged children organized for periods of therapeutic intervention within
the normal educational framework, Trezy are thus able to maintain strong
ties with normel peers while receiving the special help they need. Previous
to this program, many such chiilren bad “z:n referred to mental hospitals
or to residential settingz for disturbod children.

The majo. goal of the treatmen® group program is to keep its children
in a planned and controlled relationsaip with normal peers in a way that
enables deviants to use the normals ac potent models for reshaping their

behavior along adaptive lines. A four-step procedure is used in pursuing

12
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this progranmatic geals

1. Uncsnditional aceentance of che chiid by the therapeutic environe

ment,

2, Nonethreatening incivicus! and group achivity designed to rednce

antieby.

3. Indveing regression thrcugh reslignment: of the scholastic aud
non-scholartic programs, thws making their sophistication levels
rore conpiiinie with eacu other. (Feurscein and Krasilowsky,
1967)

%, Developing & semse of belonzingucss to a norwel peer society
vroagh plonnad tanteraction ard collaborative projects.
Residential Canter Cocup
Residentiai centers sccomrodate socielly disadvantaged immigrant
children who cnter Youtir Aliveh at age 12415 and ar: placed in intensive
edurational and cowmseling progroms 4o rfacilitate their psycho-social
edaptetion. Many of these cdolescenis range from 1lliteracy o third
rrade lovel scholastle echievement wupor adriesion to the program. In addi~
tion, they frequently ranifest anci.scelal bebavior which hed earlier led
to their droppinc out of rchool or ah times even into difficulty with the
law. A high percentage of ‘hese children are considered dependent in the
senge that they cannot remain at home by viitue of extremely adverse famila=
ial situastions., They ers irerefore Mrcugiv vo the residential centers for
an intensive period o teaining that lasis Yelweea cas and two years. After
completing this program they are evpacted to continue their training within
such Youth Aliyah seitings as kibbutzim, yorih villages, or vocational

training schcois before inductien rnvo the army.

13



Day Center Group
Day centers attempt tc orieat the culturally ..ifferent immigrant

to the new society while retaining his relationship with his family and
providing him with continuing education in his c¢wn neighdborhoed. The
major idea behind the program is to keep the child within the community
and in close relaticnship to it. Many day center children are kept out
of the regular educationai framework because of their inability to measure
up to the academic dawends of their schools. At the day conter there is
a partial shift of emvssgils away om schelastic skills in the direction
of vocational training which lsgts for one or fwo years, depending on the
child’s age. Thereafter, he iz eithar referred to work in the community
or given an cpportunity to centilaue irainiang in a residential Youth Aliyah
center for vocational training.

The day center population furctions at & higher academic level than
the treatment and residentiel groups. most of the childiren baving com-
pieted seven cr elght years of schooliag at the time of referral to the
day centers. Many entsr the Youth Aliyak program after attempting to en-
roll in high schcoli but fuiling to measure vp to admission standards.
Nevertheless, they tend to be betier motivated to succeed ciucationally,
perhaps because their femily environmenta are more stable and supportive
of their self advancement. Since the residential and day care settings
differ in the kinds of popvlations they slcve, thelr programg are adjusbed
accordingly, es follcws:

1. VUhile the soclally disadvantaged child referred to the day center

continues to live within tae locus of deprivation. the child

referred to the residential setting is offered the opportunity

14
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to discontirge his exposure to deprivaticasl enviromments
and rvelationshins in the Aoee, thus fecilitating significant
redevelorment.

2. The day cenier emphasizes imucdiate satisfaction of the disad-
vantaged adolescent's concrete needs, which frees him at an
early age Sfrom undesirsd scademic activities and offers instead
an intensive prograa in prevocationel training. Children referred
+5 ihe reswcontial setting, ou the other hand, are oricated mainly
towa'ig acadsmie achievemeas and much is done to keep them dack
fron 14 adals type of ovopuilionsal concerns prematurely.

3. A hos% of rawevelopsent schivities are featured in the residen-
tial center v ozam axd ot in the day certer. These include
creative arts, Liour vroj:cis, and gdded and zonirolled social
eotivities, alr of whick ax: celovlated to have & compensatory
impact on lLandicopped cnilidven.

Tisturbed Regidenvial Croup

In terms of the intiisd) conditicn of thef: disturhance the disturbed
vesidential grocp does not differ fxom the treatment grovp, exceph that
tueir intellectual functicning is ia ihe aormal range. Referral %0 spece
ia care instisutions 1s msinly duz iv cevere emotional end behavioral
factors rather tasa retarded scholastlc development. The greatest pro-
portion of these childran coae Irem child care institutions, youith vile
lages, aac xibbuSzim saece avbeapts o hild tham vcward improved soclal
adjustment had been futile, The mjor' proprumatic difference between
the residentisl setting for the &iviurdbed ard the ireatment group lies
in the fact that whereas the latier is treateld in e close and intimate

15
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relationship with a ncimel peer group, the residential disturbed group
lives separately in its own social climate.
NoneYouth Al Sib 8

A comparison group of non-Youth Aliyah subjects consisted of brothers
of a rendom sample of Youth Aliyah graduates included in the preseant study.
Selected were only those who vary bty 4 years, plus or mimug, from thelr
Youth Aliyah graduate brothers, thus ensuring the comparibility of the
target and sibling samples in texms of countries of origin, average age,
dates of immigrction, bome envirommsents, socio=economic status, and famile-
ial life styles. Little is known about the personal histories and scholas~
tic records of the non-Youta Aliysh populasion, but it is probadbly a lower
risk group than its siblings eince parents were more likely to refer to
Youth Aliyah those childrea who experienced conflict and stress within
the family.

Accordingly, it is possible to bypothesize an ordering from low to

high risk populations in the present study, as follows:

1. The non=Youth Aliyah sibling population for whom there was no
declared need for any special intervention.

2. The geperal or mejority Youth Aliysh population, a relatively
normal. group of children exposed to the regular Youth Aliyah
program,

3. The day center population, which bad previocusly attended regular
schools but were scholastically too weak to qualify for admission
into an academic high school progran,

. The residential center population, a socially disadventaged group

exposed to a compensatory group care and educational program,
5, The treatment group, severely disturbed and poorly developed in
their cognitive functioning. 16
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6. The disturbed residential group, no less disturbed but con=
fined to & therapeutic envircument within a behaviorally
deviant subculture,

Population Samples

Table 2 shows 4312 subjects included in the original sample, with
all but 538 having participated in the Youth Aliyah Program., The second
column presents the mumber of subjects within the subiroups.for whom any
kind of arfiy information is available, Only about half of all the grad-
uvates could be located in the army files because the varicus identificae-
ticn systems were not efficient enough to track down all the names, es~

pecially since many had either Hebralized their names or (in the cage of

females) had changed them through marriage. .
Table 2
Population Semples end Sub-Semples
Total Male
Population Original Army Percent Original Army Percent
Sample Sample with Army Sample Sample with Ammy
Lata Data
*Youth Aliyah 2,051 1,037 50.6 1,362 997 73.2
Respondents
“outh Aliyah Y7 228 k8.2 286 217 75.9
Non-Respondents
Youth Aliyah 853 488 52.5 617 k27 69.2
Random
Non-Youth Aliyah 538 215 40,0 320 205 6k4.0
Treatment Group 62 34 54,8 L7 33 70,0
Residential Center 121 61 50.4 89 57 64,0
Day Center 169 8h 49.7 117 81 69.0
Disturbed Residential bkl 20 43.8 32 19 59.4
Total 4,312 2,127 49.3 2,865 2,035 70.9

% Excluding graduates from special programs,

1?7




BEST COFY AVAILABLE

» 1‘:‘, .

Anaiyscs € the srmy dodl are restricted to & sub=aample of Youth
Aliyah subjzcts wivo (1) bave army raesrés, (2) have male sidblings also
aith aramy records but with no previous membdership in Youth Aliyah, and
(3) are no more than futr years elder or younger then their siblings.

Tn instances where more than one sibling in & family met these qualifi.
cations he was included in tke non~Youth Aliyah group.

After an initial irupection of the army data, it was decidad to

cop the fonule gradvates from tde preseat study. The reasons were simple:
Tirst, only a limited number of females join the army, wulike the males
who are subject to reac~totul conscription. Seccndly, of those femeles
who had been in tbe ermy, weny were suoseyuently warried end dld rot re~
veal their maiden nmnes 1n he follow-up qresticnveire, tans meking it
Aifficult to trace them iz army files., Amonz vhe wmele graduates, however,
fully 70% hed army rcconds that eourd De used in the present investigation,

Critexion Variehice and iess Pegulis

The date collected for thp present atvdy were &cvived from & battery
of tests and interviews aduinistered by tue arays to all inductees over a
period extending from ubout a year peicr to tueclr jolning toe armed forces
until some months aftor indactina., Mary iraduates underweant early parts
of the examination when “tey werc st4)l in the Youth Aliyah program, but
others had aiready left Youtn Aliysh snd steibed belng examined while living
at home, Criterion measuras included Sesss of generel intelligence, lan~
guage developusnt, psycho-soclal adupvatisn to army 1ife, and attained
militayy xrenk. The following cecticns descride thess measures and the
results they ylelded.

Intelligence

The level of general intelligence «f the prospective soldier in the

18
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Tsraeli Army is measured bv & twoepart gioup measure. The first part is
an Otis type verbal test and the second part is a non~vexbal test based
on Raven's Progressive Mafrices, The composite score is then expressed
in stenine scores renging from 1 {low) to 9 (high)with a mean of 5 and a
standard deviation of 2, Table 3 shcws the score distridutions, means,
and standard distridutions or the target and comparison groups on the army
intelligence tests. All the means fall within less than one-~half standard
deviation of the poruiation average., The exceptionally large Standard
Deviation for the representative Youth Aliyah swb-group (2.55) may be
due to the fact that taere were rot enough special facilities to accomo-
date ocxtremes of the tested intelligence range, taus preserving much of
the group's initial heterocgencity.

Teble 3

Israel Defense Force Resruits by Svbgroup and Level of Intelligence

intelligence Level

Subgroup High (7-S) Average (5-6) Iow (1=4) Mean 8.D. N
Youth Aliysh 17% 53% 306 5.12 2,55 83
Non-Youth Aliysh 17% hot L34 .80 1.72 R
Treatment Group 2 Wi 32% 5.27 l.52 34
Day Center A 349 56% k.09 1,53 70
Residential Canter 2% 59% 3% Y ulh 1,38 59

Disturbed Residential 114 Y w4 .72 1.53 18
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The aney intelligence test data point to Youth Aliyah's epparent
success in bringing educationally retarded adoirescenis into the normal
range of intellectual functioning despite their backgrounds as immigrants
from some of the most severe.y cepressed regions of the Middle East. Al-
though there was greater takelihood that higher risk chifdre: in a fomily
would be sent off to Youth Aliyah bv their parents, the test results show
they compaced favorelLly with their ron-Youbh Aliyuh siblings by the time
they graduated and euuered th: army., There is no staiistlical difference
petween the twe groups. evan with the Youth Aliyah graduates being less
represented (by 13%) &t tne lover <ud of uhe performsace scale. Farticuw
larly sotewortuy is the perfosmanca of the Ireatmen® Group consisting
of children wio 2ad estared bue prograt practicelly illlterate, with
severe retardauioca symptoms as indietod on measures of cogaition and
suffering from serious sccial sdjusiment problems (Feuerstein and
Krasilowsky, 1967}, Thear waean sioee cf 5.27 places them somewhat above
the national norm, which underscores ‘e possicility of neipinz adoles-
cents overcome marked learaing daficits, given a suivable intexvention
program and setiing.

The distrabed residentisl gioup s pe-formance at about the national
norm ievel is nol surpsisiag, since coriécen brovgat into this program
were aversge in tested inteliigence ard s~uool achievement; even though
they presentel sericus belaicial and emofiopal preblems requiring spece
jal treatment. MNext to the iswest in rank is the residential center group
which entered Youth Aliyvah from the most disedvantaged sccio-cultural en-
viroments and with che poorest in“elligence test scores. The mean &iffer~

ence between this group #«ad Youth Aliysh normals iz significantly at the
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O level (t = 2.63), irdicating tbat earlier deficits had not been
wiped out in Youth Aliyah. Huowever, even lower performance (albeit
not statistically signiticant) on army tests was demonstrated by the
day canter group, which confirms earlier impressions by Wolins, Feuer-
stein, et al ( } that although the children living at home show a
higher level of educational achievement at the time they enter the dey
care program, the total group care given the other groups may eliminate
these initial Qifferences.

in essencz, then, mnst of the Youth Aliyah groups performed within
the normal ranze of tested intelligence vy the time they were inducted
into tne ammed forces. Thre nature and amount of programmatic investment
in these children veriedi widely and may bave had a differential impact
oa them, particularly .. thos2 with psychio-socisl and educetional handi~
caps. Specifically, it wsy accoun: for tne superior performance of the
treatment group over the residentlial center group; (t = 2,67, significant
2t the .01 level) and for the relativcly disappointing scores made dy
children who received only partial care in day care centers as compared
to those benefitting from total care in kidbutzim and youth villages.

Language Development

Knowledge of Hebrew serves as one of the important classification
criteria in the Israeli ammy (Amir, 1967). It is highly related to the
rank a soldier achieves in service and is also considered to be a good
indicator of educatinnal achievement., The variable itself is measured
by a test consisting of about 50% vocsbulary and 50% reading, writing,
and comprehension. The score is again reported in stanines and the mean for
the general population being tested for army service is arourd 7, It is
on this variable that the remedial services of Youth Aliyah can be assessed.
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Israel Defence Force Recruits ty Subgroups and Knowledge of Hebrew

Subgroup Figh Average Low  Mean 3.0, N
(7-9) _(56) _(ah)

*Kibbutz Born 95% ‘3% % T.87

*0thers 72% .17 1% 6.9
Youth Aliyah 0% & 3% 7.8 1.25 76
Non~Youth Aliyah €S 15% W6  6.85 2.04 95
Treatment Group 76% 18% &% 7.00 131 3%
Day Center 5h) 2l 20%  6.30 1.83 76
Residential Center 68% 28% W  6.83 1.23 60
Disturbed Residential 61% L7% 22%  6.ih 157 18

%* TInformation on these groups iz taken from Amir's aper ( ) with the
mean estimated.

As indicated ia Table 4, the normal Youth Aliyah group exceeds the
national norm by aimosh o half stapine (mean = T7,80) while the non~Youth
Aliyah siblings scored ui about the average (mcsn = 6.85). Mully 89% of
the Youth Aliysh grour cttained scorss cf 7 or higher while anong the sib~

ings only 69% earned this score. The t value is 3.55, significant at

the .00l level. The Youth Aliyuh group had somewhat more years of school-
ing (45% of Youta Aliy=h subjects had high cciool or more egainst 36% of
their siblings), which shows the infiuence of Youth Aliyah in enabling
and/or stimulating its words towards advencing themselves educationslly.
Their scores come close to kibbuts bern youtn who ere generally conside
ered among the highest achievers in the army.

As in the case of tested intelligence, language scores show
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near-normal perforznice or better by meat groups. The treatment group,
mostly illiteiate when ertoring ¢lh.2 program is at the average level

(Mean = 7.00) as is the residential center group (Mean = 6.83), while

the day center children again rapk lowest (Mean = 6.30). Scme of the
mean differences may relate io tie varied length and intensity of the
program. The normal Ycuih Aliyah group stays longest while the treatment
group progran is the most intensive, Thus, the difference between Youth
Aliyah and all other grcups is significant at the ,001 level, while the
treatuent group and resicential center groups score significantly better, -
at the .05 level, than fhe day center group. Iif one takea into account
alse the initial disadvantage of thase groups in inteasive care, the gain
in achievement is even more &ramatic.

Tziun Derekh

Personality variables arc measurel by a test called Tziun Derekh,

which consists of two perts: the first half is a highly structured ques-
tionnaire with items probing for atiitudes towerds ihs army, friends,
order, discipline, and independerce, ike purpcse being to predict adaptaw
tion to Yife in the army, Tne other half of ine score isg supplied by &

less structured interview on varicus dimensions of temperament and belief

systems.,
Table £
Subgroup Scores on Tziur Derekh

Subgroup Mean 3.0, N
Youth Aliyah 25,48 3.8 25
Non~Youth Aliyah 23.33 4,30 39
Treatment Group 24,71 %.60 2%
Residential Center 22.62 h.00 50
Day Center 22,00 23 3.06 33

Disturbed Residential 2k.25 3.03 18




Analysis of mean scores o Tzlus Derelh in Table 5 shaws that the
Youth Aliyah children performed siznificantly better than all other
populations, The non~Youth Aliyeh and the treatment group scoxred
significantly higher than the resicdential and day center groups but
not higher than the disturbed residential groups. The esulis are
roughly consistent with outcomes on inteilective variables presented
eaviler.

Kabah

Perhaps *the best predictor of success in the amwy (r = .5) is the
Kabah measure, representing ccmhined veighted scoves in tests of intelll-
gence, language development, and odvcational achievement, Here, the Youth
Aliyah popuiation scur=d signiticantly higaer than all other groups, ex-
cept the treatment growp. Toe leiter, in turn, pexformed significantly
better than the residential, day center, and disturted residential samples

which were fairly comparrble to esci other in their Fabsh scores (See

Table 6).
Taole 6
Subgroup Scores cn the Kavah

Subgroup Mean s.D. N
Youth Aliyah HQ,0b 2.98 76
Non~Youth Aliyah 47,66 337 95
Treatment Group 48,35 2.95 34
Residential Center 46,57 1.67 50
Day Center ho.21 2.70 75
Disturbed Residentiel 46.56 2.2T 18
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Avmy xard

The gfoovamentioned vaiidbles were measured nedr or at the point of
induction into the arxy. However, performance in the course of army
rervice ls reflected in the highest rank attained dbefore being mustered
out after three years. Table 7 shows the guantified scores denoting
mean highest ranks of the target susgroups, including only those who com=
pleted regular army service, Although the noxrmal Youth Aliyak population
seemed to perform bact in the arry. none of the sub-group differences
were statistlicaliy sigaificant, pessidly due to the small numbers who
could de included in this analysis bv virtue of their baving completed
army service.

Table T

Actained Ranks of tha Target Sutgiroups

Subgrouos Mean S.D. N
Youth Aliyah 12.8 2.07 32
Non=Youth Aliysh 12.b 1.1k 41
Treatment Group 12,2 )..05 X
Residential Center 11.8 97 k2
Day Center 11..9 1,07 43
Disturbed Residential 21.5 .71 18

Table 8 svs;u;az;izes tha a.my sezvize racords of Youth Aliyah gra;i;ates
in comparison with their non~Yoth Aliysh siblings. They are distribduted
by percentages across all possible cetegories of army service., No Qiffer-
ences are aprarent in any of the categories,
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Tabic 8
Army Service Records of Youth Aliysh vs, lNon=Youth Aliyah Groups

Youin Alivah Non=Youth Aliyah
Farly Separation o, 5% 7.2%
Liegular Service Wi, 2% h5.1%
Still Serving 7.4% 11.7%
Reserve Only 32.0% 36.4%

Rttainment of a particular rank in the arny 1s highly dependent on
personal attributes such as veflected in individual iniii:xtive and pro-
pensity for leadership. The deta presented on such measures suggest
that the influence of the Youth Aliyah fram=work mey exvend to these
aespects of husan developwent. Mureover, the results cast doubt on often
voiced claims thai grovp care discounrages personal initiative, in contrast
to a family enviromment which is assimed to place far more empbesis on the
individual, his interects, cepacities, and achisevements. While the
target population'’s success in amy-style group living may be linked tw~
directly to the group care experience, the socializing effect of Youth
Aliyah seems to have been accomriished withoul hampering the graduate'’s
readiness to enter into compatitive relationships such as those required
in order to earn leadership oles in the answy,.

Sumeaxy and Conclusions

This paper repressnts & firsi actempt to measure the impact of the
Youth Aliyah progrem on its wards soon after gradustion, The criterion

measures consisted of performence 2ecords obtained from army files,
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including scores cn army intelligence tests, language development, per-
sonal attributes, and leaderslip potentlial. Both ta2 representative
Youth Aliyaeh groups ani those having been in special programs for chile
dren regarded as higt-risk on the basis of mental handicap and socio-
eltural disadvantege were comparal with eacn other and with non-Youth
Aliyah siblings close in age. Results showed that the Ycuth Aliyeh
graduates tended to perform as well as their lower-risk siblings, thus
sttesting to the compensaiory benefits of the group care prograns. KEs-
pecially noteworthy was the performance of thz treatment group which
entered the program ac a kigherisk population and emerged ready to com=
pete in army life oun an equal footing with the more typical inductees.
The fact that most Youih Aliyah greduates apyroeched netional norms on
the army measures reflects tae program's efficiency in bringing a degree
of homogeneity lLato an otherwise highiy hetercgeneous pepulation,

The near~comparability of the various tarzet sub~groups by the
time they have reached army age, dasnite shary differences prior co thelr
entering Youth Aliyzh, mey be part ially accouated for by norma.l. processes
of growth and sccialization. Much of the critical adolescent period of
their lives had been completed betwzen awnission to Youth Aliysh and the
onset of army service, ths providing ample time for a mwber of develop- |
mental factors tc help close initial psychosocial gaps. What could have
occurred was a regression tosard the mean oy high=risk groups, while
those who entered adclescence functioning et & near~normal level suse
tained their fairly flat trajectory thwocghout. Nevertheless, it is
impossible to gainsay the compensatory valuwe of Youth Aliyah's intexven-

tion programs in comparison to the natural growth processes. Rather
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than being & pericd of ncmzal corrective development, adolescence
has traditionally been regarded by behavioral scientists as & time of
bardening resistance to such change, even in the face of social engin-
eering and more perscnal forms of treatment. Therefore, whatever salu=
tery signs of growth were seflected in the army measures could be as~-
cribed primarily to the graduates' earlier experience in Youth Aliyeh,
provided thet experience was in scme form of total care. This 1s es-
pecially true of high.risk children participating in the treatment group.
The results analysed in this paper were desigred to answer some
questions concerning the effectiv:ineoss of Youth Aliyah programs in gen~
eral and esnecially in terms of the dilferential effects of various
programs. Many of the graduates constituting the target group continue
to be subjects for further fcllow-up studies into adult stages of their
development. Results of the periocdic investigations will be the subject

of future reports.
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