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ABSTRACT
Increasingly, those individuals and institutions

working with teachers-to-be are assuming responsibility for the
performance of their graduates. One measure of an undergraduate
teacher education progras is the perceptions of its graduates. In
studies using G. Thomas Baer's questionnaire for program evaluation,
several recurring theses or cosi= grievances were voiced by
graduates. Some of these include the following: (a) courses and
experiences that provided opportunities for observing and working
with children were valued most highly; (b) student teaching was rated
as the course or experience of greatest value; (e) graduates felt
completely unprepared for the teaching ecology, sex education, and
drug education; (d) the need for more and better instruction in the
teaching of reading, science, and social studies was pronrunced;, (e)
graduates felt better prepared to identify and meet the needs of
average students than gifted or slow students; (f) student teaching
at more than one grade level would have been of greater value; and
(g) graduates felt that only about one-third of their professional
education instructors usually used a variety of teaching methods and

procedures. (PB)
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TEACHEA PaE:AitxTION--WHAT GlIDUATES TELL US

Increasingly, those individuals and institutions working with

teachers-to-be are feeling and assuming responsibility for the

xrformance of their graduates. Recognizing that teaching success

is often directly proportional to the quality of teacher education

pr °ortion, institutions are seeking to measure the effectiveness

of their programs. Certainly one measure of an undergraduate teacher

education program is the perceptions of its graduates. After

examining a representative sample of evaluative studies of teacher

education programs, Baer concluded that feedback from graduates is

being used with increasing frequency as a major source of information

and that nearly all studies recommend that program evaluations

utilize information gathered from graduates.'

Although many of the findings in Baer's review of some sixteen

major studies (see bibliography) had particular significance for the

school or program being evaluated, there were several recurring themes

or common grievances voiced by graduates. Among those mentioned most

often were unnecessary subject matter duplication, wide gaps between

theory and practice as well as between what instructors said should

be done and what they actually did, and suggestions for longer and

broader student teaching experiences.2

1G. Thomas Baer, "An Evaluation of the Northern Illinois
University Lndergraduate Elementary Education Program Based on the
Opinions of a Selected Group of Its Graduates" (unpublished Doctor's
dissertation, Northern Illinois University, 1973) pp. 16-35.

2Baer, p. 35.
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In a rt)cent study Baer souk ht to determine how elementary

etluc,Ation ma ors from one university ;perceived the effectiveness

of their undnrgniduate orofessional preparation for ttac'ling. The

res)onses fro. 390 8radu,Aes revealed that they shared the follow3ng

o?inions:

1. Ccuz-ses and experiences that provided op-ortunities for

observing and v.orking wit children were valued most highly.

2. Student teaching was rated as the course or experience

of re test value.

3. Graduates felt ccyletely unpren:red for the teaching of

ecology, sex education, and drug education.

4. The need for more and better instruction in the teachi'g

of reading, science, z.nd social studies was pronounced.

5. Graduates felt better prepared to identify and meet the

needs of average students than gifted or slow students.

6. Student teaching at more than one grade level would have

been of greater value. (350 of the 390 respondents did their

student teaching at only one grade level.)

7. Graduates felt that only about one-third of their

professional education instructors usually ut,?d a variety of

teaching methods and procedures.3

follow-up study of 490 seniors in elementary educ3 t ion

completing their final professional semester was conducted using

33aer, pp. 102-107.
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Baer's questionnuire.4 aesults quite similztr to Baer's findings

were obtained:

1. Students rat Pd as most valuable studnt t thing, other

L-Jpor_lt:Jry exerizuces and outdoor eOuc:tion experiences.

2. Lietholw courses considered most valuz,ble included instruction

in tha teachin a. of reviine and the other 1.ngua6e arts, instruction

in z,:them;Atics, and a seminar dealing with problems of the begin-

ning teacher.

3. Instructional areas which students felt were inadequately

covered were reading and the other language arts (even though what

instruction they did have they considered most valuable), science,

and social studies.

4. Competencies in which students felt most inadequate included

the teaching of ecology, sex education, and drug education.

5. Forty-three percent of the respondents did their student

teaching at more than one grade level, and practically all of them

(93%) felt that this was advantageous. Of the fi2ty-seven percent

who taught at one grade level only, more than half (52%) felt that

they would have benefited from teaching at more than one level.

6. Less than half (42%) of the respondents stated that their

professional education instructors usually used a variety of

teaching methods and procedures .5

'Olive M. Kimball and Charles A. Sloan, "Attitudes of Senior
Students Toward Their Curriculum in Elementary Education: A

Survey (1972-73)" Department of Elementary Education, Northern
Illinois University, July, 1973.

himball and Sloan, pp. 6-19.
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Those who work with prospective teachers and who really want

to improve their pro7;rams itill listen to ana learn frvIl students

who hav,.., coted :-'ro:..1.rams of teacher educAion. Amon s' c,)nclusions

and recommendations that might be drawn from tho expressed percentions

'Ittitudes of graduates are these:
4

1. Courses or experiences provide opnortunities to %7-:..,rk

with children should be increased. Because of the high regard that

graduates place on experiences where contact with children is

concerned, consideration should be liven to beginning planned

observtions and pnrticipatory activities as early as the freshman

ya.4r.

2. aretuter emphasis should be ).aced on the teach? no; of readlng,

social studies, and science.

3. 1):cvision should be made for pre:rinc tesichers to teach

ecolo y, sex education, and drug education.

4. Consideratin should be given to allow-ing more variety in

stuent te,',chin!). Options mi -ht be established to allow studelt

teachers some cho'ce the lerv;th of assignment and in the number

of :2-mde levels.

5. Practice and theory Should be brought closer together.

Tl-cher education institutions 'rust beond theory and r .t.terpt

to put into practice the teaching innov,iti)ns now found in the

elenenta,.y schools.

6. College instructors must show (not just tell) students how

to use in!%ovative teaching techniques and :.rocedures. They must

"practice what they preach."
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